


<  -  t  •  o  . 



aN       ♦  Jf/y%!^  ,  V 







I 

I 

I 



THE 

MEDICAL  AND  SUKGICAL 

R  E  PORTER : 

A.    WEEKLY  JOXJRDSr 

EDITED  BY 

S.  W.   BUTLER,   M.  D 

MAY,  1863-r)ECEMBER,  1863 -Inclusive. 

VOL,.  X. 

KING &  BAIED, 

PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTEES,  607  SANSOM 

1863. 

STREET, 



OEIGINAL  CONTKIBUTOES  TO  THIS  VOLUME. 

Aqnew,  D.  Hayes: — Dropsy  of  knee-joint,  387;  Bromine  in 
treatment  of  slougliing  ulcers — fractured  ribs — hydrocele, 
403  ;  Hypertrophic  tumor  of  labium,  404  ;  Talipes  or  club- 

foot— encephaloid  of  testicle — excision,  430  ;  Intra-capsu- lar  fracture  of  neck  of  femur,  457 ;  Paralysis  of  muscles 
of  forearm,  457.  % 

Appia,  Dr. :— New  fracture  apparatus,  33. 
Baker,  C.  S.  : — Abscess  of  the  brain,  213. 
Bates,  J.  W.  P. :— Clinical  reports,  375,  388,  458,  470. 
Bauer,  Herman  : — Malignant  tumor  of  right  axilla,  303. 
Bauer,  Louis :— Lateral  curvature  of  spine  (scoliosis),  1,  17, 

65,  81 ;  Deformities  of  the  neck,  293,  329 ;  Osteo  myelitis 
spontanea  diffusa  (translation),  135,  160  ;  White  swelling, 
caries  of  knee-joint,  exsection,  recovery,  331  ;  Post-ute- rine serous  cyst,  recovery,  357. 

Bkown,  K.  F.  :— Resection  of  jaw,  476. 
Buchanan,  J.  A. :— Deaf  dumbness,  caused  by  explosion  of  a 

shell,  61 ;  Effects  of  latent  malaria,  100. 
Butler,  L.  G.  :— Eeport  of  Vermont  Medical  Society,  375. 
CAliHOUN,  J.  T.  :— Camp  diarrhoea,  18,  49,  68  ;  Seven  days  bat- 

tle before  Richmond,  35;  Typhoid  fever,  &c.,  97  ;  Feigned 
diseases,  217,  229. 

Chapman,  E.  N.  : — Anteversion  of  uterus,  25,  40 ;  Hydrocepha- lus chronicus,  50  ;  Procidentia  uteri  during  gestation,  51 ; 
Spontaneous  evolution,  83. 

Chew,  Sam'l  :— Tonsillitis— phthisis,  459  ;  haematemisis— pa- ralysis, 470. 
Clark,  Dougan  : — Malignant  erysipelas,  62. 
Condie,  D.  Francis  :— Report  of  Committee  of  Philadelphia 

County  Medical  Society,  460. 
Cote,  "W.  N.  :— 

(For  the  items  under  this  head,  see  "  Correspondence,"  For- eign.) 
CouESj  Elliott  : — Gunshot  fractures  of  femur,  3 ;  Soldiers' chronic  diarrhoea,  207. 
Da  Costa,  J.: — Irritability  of  stomach,  8;  Paralysis  from 

softening  of  brain — do.  from  effusion  on,  9  ;  Mania-k-potu, 
23,  71  ;  Dysentery — typhoid  remittent,  accompanied  by 
erysipelas,  23  ;  Local  paralysis — tympanites,  24  ;  Ascites, 72;  Tubercular  meningitis,  86  ;  Dropsy,  102 ;  Typhus  fever 
— typhoid  do. — dropsy  cases,  147  ;  Erysipelas,  148. 

Dorset,  Lloyd: — Compound  fracture  of  astragalus  with  dis- 
location, 13;  A  case  of  scorbutus  with  sloughing  of  the 

left  foot,  385 ;  An  interesting  necropsy,  395, 
DuER,  E.  L. :— -Garibaldi  probe,  142. 
DuTCHER,  A.  P. : — Pre-tubercular  stage  of  pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis, 20,  37 ;  Death,  causes  which  produce  its  sudden 
occurrence  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  193,  205,  230  ;  Ab- 

sorption of  tubercular  matter,  279  ;  Errors  in  diagnosis — 
why  so  common  ?  343 ;  Case  of  rickets,  428 ;  Mushroom 
poisoning,  456. 

Eaton,  M.  M.  :— Removal  of  half  of  ilium,  46. 
Francis,  Sam'l  W.  :— Syphiline,  327. 
Garretson,  J.  E. :— Plaster  splints  in  treatment  of  fractures, 241 ;  Nutrition  of  external  table  of  skull,  261. 
Gilbert,  D.  :— Adhesive  plaster  in  the  treatment  of  fracture 

of  the  thigh,  181. 
Gross,  S.  D.  : — Prolapse  of  rectum,  24;  Stricture  of  urethra, 

24 ;  Tertiary  syphilis,  52  ;  Stricture  and  fistule  of  urethra, 
52;  Hypopion,  52;  Amputation  of  toe— bitten  finger,  72; 
Abscess  of  anus— fistula  of  do. — frosted  feet,  73  ;  Necrosis 
of  clavicle— anchylosis  of  finger,  87 ;  Carcinoma  of  lip — 
scirrhus  of  mammary  gland,  103 ;  Anchylosis  of  knee- 
joint — supernumerary  fingers — ulcer  of  cornea— ophthal- 

mia, 118  ;  Staphyloma — inflammation  of  the  eyes — agranu- 
lar lids,  133 ;  Neuralgia  of  the  eye,  134  ;  Traumatic  gan- 

grene of  hand  and  arm,  amputation  at  shoulder-joint — 
stone  in  bladder,  360  ;  Scrofulous  abscess — necrosis  of 
femur,  387 ;  Scirrhus  of  breast,  388 ;  Internal  hemor- 

rhoids— caries  of  foot — Pott's  disease  of  spine,  404  ;  Fatty tumor— deformity  of  hand  from  burn— dislocation  of 
shoulder  into  axilla,  415 ;  Staphyloma  of  cornea,  430  ; 
Aneurismal  varix — necrosis  of  lower  jaw  from  ptyalism, 
431 ;  Rhinoplasty — congenital  dislocation  of  the  knees, 
458  ;  Dislocations,  469. 

Heard,  Lewis  :--Gun8hot  wotind  of  hip,  pyamia,  rupture  of 
liver,  131, 

HoKTON,  Geo.  F.  : — Vaccine  vims,  matter""from  cow  unsatis- fiEictory — American  Medical  Association,  61. 
Hupp,  John  C.  :-- -Placenta  preevia,  5  ;  Case  of  salivary  cnlcu- luf?,  226. 

Jewell,  Wilson  :— Ready  record  for  births  and  deaths,  340 
King,  S.  M.  : — Final  result  of  an  extraordinary  case  of  agcites, 46. 
Lassing,  H.  :— Electro-therapeutics— stiff  joints,  22,  169  ,  24.';, 

267  ;  Rapid  cure  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis,  244;  On  spe- 
cialties, 314;  Ulceration  of  os  uteri,  etc.— paronychia- 

ecthyma  and  ulceration — anasarea — catarrhus  senilis  po- tatorium,  416. 
Lytle,  W.  J. :— A  case  of  ileus,  414. 
McCoy,  E.  Hallet  :— Extirpation  of  parotid  gland,  127. 
McDowell,  A.  N. :— Saracenia  purpurea  in  treatment  of  vari- ola, 2.36. 
Mattison,  J.  V. : — A  case  of  phantom  tumor,  201. 
Maxwell,  J.  Gordon  :— Clinical  reports,  360,  387,  404,  415, 

430,  458,  469. 
Meads,  M.  L.  :--Detached  kidney,  46. 
Metz,  a.  : — Translations — Repeated  evacuations  of  the  aque- 

ous humor  in  certain  diseases  of  the  eye,  52,  74,  88  ;  Gly- 
cerine in  diseases  of  the  eye,  157  ;  Bilateral  cephalsema- 

toma,  182;  Diseases  of  the  eye — antagonism  between 
opium  and  belladonna— granular  lids,  219;  The  patho- 

geny of  strabismus,  282,  359,  371,  399. 
Morrison,  J.  B. :— Position  of  stumps,  45, 
Oliver,  Henry  : — Malignant  scarlatina — "  spotted  fever,"  189, 421  ;  Infantile  remittent,  475. 
Oppelt,  E.  a.  :— Treatment  of  diphtheria,  13. 
OtVEN,  J.  E. :— Clinical  reports,  72,  87,  103,  118,  133, 
Parrish,  E.  :— Thoughts  on  prescribing,  113,  145. 
Pine,  Per  Lee]: — Disease  of  cervical  nerves,  142, 
Pitcher.  Z  : — Calomel  and  tartar  emetic  in  the  army  (se- lected), 213. 
Post,  A.  C.:— Injury  of  the 'knee — chronic  eczema — chronic ulcer — crusta  lactea,  41 ;  Necrosis  of  maxilla — onychia — 

shortening  of  frsenum  linguse — necrosis  of  femur— pro- 
lapsus ani — double  comp.  hare-lip — anomalous  tumor,  42.- 

PuRNELL,  J.  B.  R. : — A  case  of  ileus,  126  ;  A  tumor  of  the 
foot  weighing  nineteen  pounds,  142. 

Ramsey,  Cyrus  : — Deaths  by  cancer,  in  New  York  and  London, for  eleven  years,  261. 
Reeve,  Josiah  :--Clinical  reports,  387,  403,  430,  457. 
Ritter,  Jacob  :— Ice  in  treatment  of  diphtheria,  380. 
Rit'ter,  N.  F.  : — Removal  of  mammary  scirrhus,  296. 
Roebuck,  P.  J.  :— Diphtheria,  169. 
Rush,  D.  G.  : — Pernicious  fever,  368. 
Sherk,  J.  H. :— Clinical  reports,  159,  321,  389,  431 ;  Placental 

presentation,  333. 
Skene,  A.  J.  C. : — Clinical  reports,  25,  40.  ' 
Smith,  N.  R.  : — Strumous  ophthalmia— fracture  of  fibula  and 

dislocation  of  foot,  375 ;  Fistula  lachrymalis— necrosis- 
gunshot  wound — chronic  ulcers,  388  ;  Amaurosis,  458; 
Fracture  of  olecranon — necrosis,  459  ;  Coxa] gia— tumors, 470. 

Smull,  Wm.  G.  : — Gunshot  wound  of  brain,  307. 
Spencer,  Chas.  L.  :— Caesarian  operation,  recovery,  91, 
Spooner,  E.  a.  : — Procidentia  uteri,  159 ;  Ulceration  of  cervix 

uteri,  284  ;  Corroding  ulcer  of  uterus,  321  ;  Pruritus  vulvae 
vaginitis — dysmenorrhoea — extensive  ulceration  of  cervix 
uteri— irritable  bladder  and  swollen  condition  of  vulva, 
etc.,  389  ;  Anteversion  of  uterus,  431. 

Swinburne,  J. : — Unnecessary  amputation  of  leg,  tetanus, death,  319  ;  Two  cases  of  dislocation  of  thigh  reduced  by 
manipulation,  427. 

Thomas,  Z.  W,  :— Ipecac,  in  dysentery,  476. 
Traver,  L.  :— Fracture  of  tibia  and  fibula,  91 ;  Dislocation  of the  humerus,  846. 
Turnbull,  Laurence  : — Observations  on  nervous  deafness.  70, 

84,  98,  115;  A  visit  to  Emory  Hospital,  129;  Gunshot 
wound  of  frontal  bone,  195;  Defective  and  impaired 
vision,  S05,  317,  345,  373,  413,  455, 

Van  Gieson,  R.  E.  :— Rupture  of  heart  without  organic  change, 

90.' 

"W  ":— Specialties,  339. 
Wagenseller,  p.  R.  : — Diphtheria,  253,  265, 
Walter,  A.  G. : — Bullet  wound  through  lung  and  heart,  6, 
Wood,  H.  C.  :— Clinical  reports,  8,  23,  71,  86,  102.  147  ;  Mis- 

carriage—catalepsy— podalic  version.  38. 
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Abdomen,  gunshot  wouud  of,  130. 
Abortionists,  434. 
Abscess:  of  anus,  73;  of  brain,  213;  scrofulous,  387. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  73,  93. 
Acid:  carbonic,  in  atmospliei-e,  290;  carbolic,  425. Adhesive  plaster  in  treatment  of  fractures  of  thigli,  181. 
Aged  and  insane,  asylums  for,  in  Paris,  111. 
Agricultural  papers,  126. 
Air:  during  sleep,  110;  moisture  in,  349. 
Alkaloids,  147. 
Amaurosis,  458. 
Ambulance  and  hospital  system,  434. 
American  Medical  Association  (see  Medical  Societies). 
Ammonium,  bromide  of :  in  treatment  of  whooping  cough,  348 ; 
^   medicinal  value  of,  363. 
Amputating,  new  method  of.  111. 
Amputations:  of  toe,  V2;  unnecessary  of  leg,  tetanus,  death, 

319;  at  shoulder-joiut,  360. 
Anasarca,  416. 
Anatomy,  study  of,  2t8. 
Anaesthetic,  nitrous  oxyde  as  an,  406. 
Aneurism,  arterio  venous,  431. 
Anchylosis:  of  finger,  87  ;  of  knee-joint,  118. 
Animals  :  union  of  two,  79  ;  gigantic  remains  of,  144;  cruelty 

to,  263. 
Anthelmintic,  sugar  as  an,  412. 
Anus,  fissure  of,  in  children,  200. 
Apothecaries,  and  their  relation  to  the  medical  profession,  251. 
Arms:  artificial,  127;  and  legs,  children's,  378. Army :  health  of,  109,  462 ;  mortality  in,  316 ;  medical  mu- 
■   seum,  419  ;  medical  department,  abuses  in,  464  ;  Reporter to,  465. 

Army  and  Navy  News  : — 
Health  of  the  army,  14,  31,  47 ;  Appropriations  for  medical 

department  of  army,  30. 
Quarantine  regulations  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  62j  Calomel and  tartar  emetic,  62, 
Field  hospital  of  Army  of  Potomac,  92. 
Hospitals  in  Nashville — a  magnificent  hospital,  143. 
Use  of  calomel  in  the  army,  155  ;  Dr.  Hand,  155. 
Medical  Department  of  the  "West,  167. Tour  of  inspection— surgeons  promoted,  250, 
Insane  soldiers — enlisted  men  employed  in  hospitals,  291. 
Looking  after  convalescents— trusses  for  enlisted  men — the 

troops  at  Yorktown  and  vicinity,  341. 
Boards  of  examiners— private  physicians  under  contract, 381. 
Women  nurses,  396  ;  Application  for  artificial  limbs,  397^ Disqualifications  for  military  service,  408. 
Hospital  and  prison  inspection — certificates  of  disability, 423. 
Keports  of  killed  and  wounded — hospital  examining  board, 437. 

Artificial  eyes — furloughs,  476. 
Arsenical  coloring,  407. 
Artificial  limbs,  applications  for,  397. 
Ascites,  72 :  final  result  of  an  extraordinary  case  of,  46. 
Association,  the  British,  328. 
Astragalus,  compound  fracture  of,  with  dislocation,  13. 
Asylum-;:  for  insane  and  aged  in  Paris,  111;  for  inebriates, 151,  419,  425. 
Atmosphere,  carbonic  acid  in,  290. 
Auto-ophthalmoscopy,  a  new  method  of,  257. 

Banana,  analysis  of,  475. 
Bankrupt,  a  medical,  462. 
Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis,  344,  434. 
Base,  an  organic,  without  oxyg^'n,  90. 
Battle :  seven  days,  before  Kichmond,  35 ;  singular  spectacle 

in,  186. 
Bay-rum,  322. 
"Be  courteous,"  405. Bees,  treatment  of,  sting  of,  475. 
Births  and  deaths,  ready  record  for,  340.  ' Bitten  finger,  followed  by  erysipelas,  72. 
Bitters— worse  than  a  humbug,  341. Black  doctor,  the,  come  to  grief,  338. 
Bladder:  stone  in,  360;  irritable,  and  swollen  condition  of 

vulva,  389. 

Blood-corpuscles:  appearance  of,  under  solution  of  magenta, 
269 ;  action  of  tannin  on,  269  ;  plasticity  of,  416  ;  electricity 
of,  475. 

Brain:  paralysis  from  efi"usion  on,  and  from  softening  of,  9  ; tumors  of,  59  ;  gunshot  wound  of,  307. 
Bread  :  compressed,  202 ;  unfermented,  203  ;  London,  291  ;  un- 

wholesome and  innutritious,  411. 
Breast,  scirrhus  of,  103,  296,  388. 
Breathing;  chemical  phenomena  of,  60;  apparatus,  436. 
Bromine  in  treatment  of  sloughing  ulcers,  403. 
Bulbous  plant,  a  new,  288. 
Barn,  deformity  of  hand  from,  415. 
Barns,  extensive,  faradization  in,  366. 

Cadets,  medical,  228; 
CaBsarean  operation,  recovery  from,  91. 
Calculus,  salivary,  226. 
Callus,  the  formation  of,  452. 
Calomel  and  tartar  emetic  stricken  from  the  supply^table,  62, 

77,  150,  154,  155,  201,  213,  238,  275,  314. Cancer  :  of  lip,  103,  289  ;  of  mammary  gland,  103  ;  arre4  of,  by 
operation,  257  ;  comparison  of  deaths  by,  in  London  and 
New  York,  for  11  years,  261. 

Canine  madness  (see  Hydrophobia). 
Carbolic  acid,  425. 
Carbon,  sulphuret  of,  ill  effects  of,  367. Carbonic  acid  in  atmosphere,  290. 
Carbuncle,  treatment  of,  366. 
Caries:  of  knee-joint,  exseclion,  recovery,  331 ;  of  foot,  404. 
Case,  a  singular,  290. 
Catalogues,  450. 
Catalepsis,  miscarriage,  podalic  version,  38. 
Catarrhus  senilis  potatorum,  416. 
Catarrh,  remedy  for,  79. 
Caulophyllin,  146. 
Cautery,  galvanic,  267. Cauterization,  new  method  of,  277. 
Cells,  organic,  335. 
Cephaliematoma,  bilateral,  182. Cenotaphs,  235. 
Cess-pools  and  typhoid  fever,  200. 
Charcoal,  an  extraordinary  piece  of,  263. 
Charleston,'  new  disease  in,  341. Chemistry,  pharmaceutical,  353. Chloroform :  poisoning  from,  27  ;  death  attributed  to,  450. 
Childs,  Dr.  H.  H.,  resignation  of,  227. 
Chinese  remedies,  78. 
Chorea,  cimicifuga  in  treatment  of,  361. 
Cimicifuga,  146  ;  in  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  chorea,  361. 
Cinchona  plant :  acclimatization  of,  119  ;  the  propagation  oi', 417. 
Cincinnati,  the  profession  of,  and  the  Surgeon-General,  139. 
Clay  as  an  application  to  ulcers,  362. Clinical  reports,  311,  326. 
Club  foot,  4,30. 
Coal  tar,  227. 
Colored  troops  in  hot  climates,'276. College,  Philadelphia  Dental,  199. 

Communications  : — 
Gunshot  fi  actures  of  femur,  3;  Case  of  placdnta  prsevia,  5  : 

Bullet  wound  through  lung  and  heart,  6. 
Rough  notes  of  an  array  surgeon's  experience,  IS ;  Pre- tubercular  stage  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  20  ;  Electro- therapeutics, 22, 
New  fracture  apparatus,  33 ;  Rough  notes  of  an  army  sur- 

geon, 35;  Pre-tubercular  stage  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
37  ;  Miscarriage — catalepsy,  podalic  version,  38. 

Rough  notes  of  an  army  surgeon's  experience,  49 ;  Hydro- cephalus chronicus,  50 ;  Procidentia  uteri  during  gesta- tion, 51. 
Rough  notes  of  an  army  surgeon,  68  ;  Nervous  deafness,  70. 
Spontaneous  evolution  (pelvic),  S:i ;  .Nervous  deafness,  84. 
Rough  notes  of  an  array  surgeon'.s  experience,  97  ;  Nervous 

deafness,  98 ;  Efi'ects  of  latent  malaria,  100. Thoughts  on  prescribing,  113  ;  Nervous  deafness,  115. 
A  visit  to  Emory  Hospital,  129;  Gunshot  wound  of  hip— 
pyjemia — rupture  of  liver,  131. Thoughts  on  prescribing,  145. 

Glycerine  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  tlie  eye  (a  traui-rla.- tion),  157. 



iv INDEX. 

Electro-therapeutics— Diphtheria,  169. 
Adhesive  plaster  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  thigh, 181. 
Bilateral  cephalsematoma,  182. 
Death,  causes  of  sudden,  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  193 ; Gunshot  wound  of  the  frontal  bone  of  the  orbital  plate, 

brain,  etc.,  195. 
Death,  causes  of  sudden,  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  205; 

Soldiers'  chronic  diarrhoea,  207. 
Eough  notes  of  an  army  surgeon,  218 ;  Diseases  of  the  eye 
—antagonism  between  opium  and  belladonna— granular 
lids,  219. 

Eough  notes  of  an  army  surgeon,  229 ;  Death,  causes  of 
sudden,  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  230. 

Plaster  splints  in  treatment  of  fractures,  241 ;  On  the  rapid 
cure  of  gonorrhcsa  and  syphilis,  2ii ;  Electro-therapeu- tics, 245. 

Diphtheria,  254;  Sarracenia  purpurea  in  the  treatment  of 
variola,  with  cases  and  remarlis,  256. 

Diphtheria,  265;  Electro-therapeutics,  237. 
Absorption  of  tubercular  matter,  279  ;  Pathology  of  stra- 

bismus, 282. 
Kemoval  of  mammary  scirrhus,  296. 
Defective  and  impaired  vision,  305 ;  Case  of  gunshot  wound 

of  the  brain,  307. 
Defective  and  impaired  vision,  317  ;  Unnecessary  amputa- 

tion of  the  leg— tetanus— death,  319. 
White  swelling — caries  of  the  linee-joint — exsection  and  re- 

covery, 331  ;  Placental  presentation,  333. 
Errors  in  diagnosis — why  are  they  so  common  ?  343 ;  De- 

fective and  impaired  vision,  345  ;  Dislocation  of  humerus, 346. 
Post  uterine  serous  cyst,  etc.,  357 ;  Pathogeny  of  strabis- 

mus, 359. 
Pathogeny  of  strabismus,  371;  Defective  and  impaired 

vision,  373. 
Pathogeny  of  strabismus,  399. 
Defective  and  impaired  vision,  413;  A  case  of  ileus,  414. 
Novel  form  of  dislocation  of  femur  reduced  by  manipula- 

tion ;  also,  a  dislocation  of  femur  of  six  weeks'  standing 
reduced  by  Dr.  Reid's  method,  427 ;  A  case  of  rickets,  42S. Chronic  vaginal  leucorrhosa,  445. 

'  Defective  and  impaired  vision,  455 ;  mushroom  poisoning, 456. 
Cohosh,  black,  in  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  chorea,  3  1. 
Conjunctivitis,  tannin  in,  362. 
Consanguinity,  marriages  of,  167,  353,  391. 
Conscription  law,  177  ;  the  French,  252. 
Consumption,  pulmonary,  pre-tubercular  stage  of,  20, 37  ;  cura- bility of,  456. 
Convalescents,  looking  after,  341. 
Copper,  sulphate  of,  in  pencils,  398. 
Cornea,  staphyloma  of,  430. 
Cornine,  146. 
Coroners,  405. 

Correspondence  : — 

Foreign  ; — 
Thallium— tumors  of  brain,  59  ;  Seat  of  the  soul — porcelain 

sonde — chemical  phenomena  of  breathing,  60. 
Chinese  remedies— hypophosphites  in  pulmonary  tubercu- 

losis, 78 ;  University  of  Erlangen  and  Dr.  Hekz — remedy 
for  catarrh— oxygen  in  gangrene-meteorology— specific 
for  intermittent  fever — union  of  two  animals,  79. 

Air  during  sleep— analysis  of  milk  triplets— thallium,  110; 
Asylum  for  insane  and  aged  in  Paris— temperature— new method  of  amputating,  111. 

Prize  questions— obesity — log-wood  as  a  disinfectant— ex- 
periments with  sulphur— manufacture  of  sugar — ventila- 

tion, 141. 
N  Ked  nose— specific  for  jaundice— gelatine  bandage— test  for 

olive  oil— incubative  stage  of  hydrophobia,  166;  Litho- 
trity — marriages  of  consanguinity,  167. 

Electricity— fissure  of  anus  in  children,  200. 
Typhus  fever,  225. A  new  bulbous  plant,  288. 
Putrefaction— does  smoliing  produce  cancer  of  lip  ? — a  sur- 

gical operation — vivisection — laurel  leaves  in  the  treat- 
ment of  indolent  ulcers,  289 ;  Treatment  of  pneumonia — 

oxygenized  water — hydrated  peroxyde  of  iron— carbonic 
acid  in  the  atmosphere — a  singular  case — new  treatment 
of  epUepsy  and  paralysis,  290. 

Ice  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria— " red  water"  in  sheep 
caused  by  infusoria,  301 ;  A  new  theory— singular  efi"ect  of fright— absorptive  power  of  the  skin,  302. 

Nocturnal  radiation— is  the  periosteum  sensitive  ?— atossa- 
tura— impressions  on  the  retina  at  death,  326. 

Ophthalmia  from  the  use  of  sulphur,  337  ;  Sickness  in  Paris 
— ice  in  diphtheria— Bavarian  beer— hare-lip  and  cleft 
palate — canine  madness,  338  ;  Thallium,  339. 

Death  from  sting  of  a  fly — sugar  made  from  cast  off  skins  of 
serpents,  352 ;  marriages  of  consanguinity — a  case  of  trance 
— inoculation — ill  effect  of  reading  while  traveling  by 
vail — a  new  metal — pharmaceutical  chemistry,  353. 

Taradizatiou  in  exteasive  bams— fresh  air  in  typhoid  fever 

—treatment  of  carbuncle,  866 ;  A  new  styptic — poisoning 
by  narcotics  and  phosphorus — ill  effects  of  sulphuret  of carbon,  367. 

Orbital  exostosis,  393;  Spontaneous  generation — canine  mad- 
ness, 394  ;  Ergot  of  wheat — ice  in  sea-sickness,  395. 

Ai-senical  coloring— power  of  the  imagination,  407  ;  Chloride of  iron  and  sodium  as  a  hemostatic — whooping  cough, 408. 

Case  of  melanopathia— prolonged  phosphorescence,  420 ; " canine  madness — Hopital  de  la  Charite,  421. 
Quinia  in  typhus  fever— aid  for  the  wounded  in  battle — 

water  of  the  Dead  Sea — the  soda  trade — guaco — fermenta- 
tion, 435  ;  Epilepsy — breathing  apparatus,  436. 

Epidemic  typhus— deafness  caused  by  osseus  tumors  in 
meatus — retirement  of  Trousseau — canine  madness,  451  ; 
delirium  tremens — pneumonia  among  cows — new  symp- 

tom in  typhus  fever — formation  of  callus — clinical  instruc- tion in  Paris,  552. 
Paris  hospitals,  internes  and  externes — spontaneous  genera- 

tion— palmidactylism,  465  ;  curability  of  consumption — 
injection  of  arg.  nit.  into  respiratory  organs — epidemic 
typhus,  466. Management  of  civil  and  military  hospitals,  474 ;  Gen. 
Garibaldi — Mazzixi — the  baths — treatment  of  sting  of 
bees — electricity  of  blood— analysis  of  the  banana,  475. 

Domestic; — 
Treatment  of  diphtheria,  13;  Compound  fracture  and  dislo- cation of  astragalus,  13. 
Position  of  stumps  after  amputation,  45 ;  Ascites,  final  re- 

sult of  an  extraordinary  case,  46 ;  Eemoval  of  half  of 
ilium,  46  ;  Case  of  detached  kidney,  46. 

Deaf  dumbness,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  61 ; 
Vaccine  virus — matter  from  the  cow  unsatisfactory,  61  ; 
Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  61 ;  Malig- 

nant erysipelas,  62. 
Euptu»v^  of  the  heart,  91 ;  Fracture  of  tibia  and  fibula — Caesarian  operation,  recovery,  91. 
A  case  of  ileus,  126  ;  Extii-pation  of  parotid  gland,  127. 
A  tumor  of  the  foot  weighing  nineteen  pounds — Garibaldi 

probe — disease  of  cervical  nerves,  142. 
Malignant  scarlatina — "  spotted  fever,"  189. 
A  case  of  phantom  tumor,  201  ;  "  Calomel  and  tartar  emetic 
— eminent  members  of  the  profession,"  etc.,  291. Abscess  of  the  brain,  213  ;  Calomel  and  tartar  emetic  in  the 
army,  213. 

Salivary  calculus,  226. 
Hospitals  at  Gettysburg,  249. 
Deaths  by  cancer  in  London  and  New  York  for  eleven 
years— nutrition  of  the  external  table  of  the  skull,  261. 

Malignant  tumor  of  right  axilla,  303. 
Specialties,  339  ;  Ready  record  for  births  and  deaths,  340. 
Pernicious  fever,  368. 
Ice  in  treatment  of  diphtheria,  380. 
An  interesting  necropsy— wound  of  brain,  etc.,  395. 
"  Spotted  fever,"  421 ;  Maternal  impressions— United  States Invalid  Corps,  422. 
Infantile  remittent,  475  ;  resection  of  lower  jaw — effects  of 

ipecac,  in  dysentery,  476. 
Court-martial  cases,  369. 
Cousins,  marriage  between,  391. 
Coxalgia,  470. Crustea  lactea,  41, 
Cure,  a  sure,  369. 
Cvsts,  post-uterine  serous,  puncture  through  vagina,  cure, 

*338. 

Dead  Sea,  water  of,  435. 
Deaf  :-dumbness,  caused  by  explosion  of  a  shell,  61;  -mute, 

restored  by  an  attack  of  variola,  196. 
Deafness:  nervous,  70,  84,  95,  115  ;  caused  by  osseous  tumors 

in  meatus,  451. 
Death,  causes  of  sudden,  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  193,  205, 

230  •  sudden,  262. 
Delirium  tremens,  452. 
Dental :  college  Philadelphia,  199  ;  association,  annual  meeting 

of,  212. Desiccated  vegetables,  439. 
Diagnosis,  errors  in — why  so  common,  843, 
Diarrhea,  camp,  18,  49,  68  ;  soldier's  chronic,  207 ;  chronic,  446. Digestion,  effects  of,  on  stomach,  363. 
Digitalis,  a  cardiac  tonic,  271 ;  action  of;  272. 
Diphtheria :  42,  90,  169,  253,  265  ;  treatment  o^  13  ;  among 

army  horses,  231 ;  perchloride  of  iron  in,  233 ;  ice  in 
treatment  of,  801,  338,  380  ;  iodide  of  potassium  in,  376. 

Disability,  certificates  of,  423. 
Disinfectant:  471 ;  logwood  as  a  141 ;  permanganate  of  potash 

as  a,  257 ;  Ridgwood  powder,  471. Dislocation:  of  humerus,  346,  438;  of  shoulder  into  axilla. 
415  ;  of  femur  reduced  by  manipulation,  427  ;  congenital, 
of  knees,  458;  axillary — on  dorsum  ilii— of  clavicle,  4€9, 

Dispensaries,  New  York  City,  341. 
Diuretic,  wine,  197. 
Doctors'  quarrels,  251. Dresses,  fire  proof,  291. 
propsy,  102, 147 ;  of  knee  joiat,  387, 
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Drowning,  treatment  of,  362. 
Dysentery :  23  ;  purgatives  in,  233  ;  ipecac  in,  476. 
Dysmenorrhcea,  3S9. 

Ear-  ache,  362. 
Ecthyma,  with  ulcerations  of  os  uteri,  416. 
Eczyma,  chronic,  41,  362.^ 

Editorials  : — 
Tenth  volume,  10 ;  the  Eeporter  for  country  physicians,  10  ; 

Philadelphia  in  1S62,  11 ;  Philad'a  school  of  anatomy,  11. Medical  department,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  2S ;  an  ex- 
position, 28. 

American  Medical  Association,  44 ;  Clifton  Hall,  44  ;  late  Dr. 
Darlington,  44. 

Malignant  scarlatina,  55  ;  human  wheel,  its  spokes  and 
felloes,  56. 

Calomel  and  tartar  emetic,  77;  National  Academy  of 
Science,  77. 

The  basis  of  success  in  Medical  Journalism,  89  ;  the  Canada 
Lancet,  90. 

American  Medical  Association,  109  ;  health  of  the  army,  109. 
Surgeon-General— Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  124  ; Bellevue  Hospital,  125. 
"Malignant  scarlatina,"  "  spotted  fever" — ^board  of  health, Sacramento,  Cal., — the  profession  of  Cincinnati  and  the 

Sufgeon-General,  139. 
Apologetic — No.  6— the  abuse  of  mercurials,  154. 
On  guard,  164;  street  cleaning— the  wounded  in  the  late battles,  165. 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  175  ;  hints  on  inaugural 

theses,  176. 
"Wounded  heroes,  and  how  they  are  cared  for,  187. Surgical  aid  on  the  battle-field— drafted  men,  198;  street cleaning,  199. 
The  sickly'season — United  Stales  Pharmacopojia— Dr.  Lehl- BACH,  211. 
Our  Surgeon-General  abroad,  223  ;  out  of  town,  224. 
Cenotaphs,  235  ;  the  physicians  and  the  clergy,  236. 
Study  of  anatomy — specialties,  24S. 
The  new  Pharmacopoeia,  258;  Surgeon-General's  office,  260. I  The  lecture  season,  273  ;  statistics  of  persons  of  African 

descent — extra  surgical  aid  on  the  battle  field,  274 ;  visiting lists  for  1864,  275. 
Premiums  for  new  subscribers — New  York  Medical  College 
— announcements — foreign  correspondence,  287  ;  sensible advice  to  soldiers,  288. 

Premiums  for  new  subscribers— sanitary  reform  needed,  299. 
Demonstrative  Medical  Teaching,  311 ;  five  years  ago,  312. 
Tyi-anny  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  324;  Medical organization  in  Pennsylvania,  32;3. 
Odontographic  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  336;  reading;  con- ference ;  writing,  337. 
Surgeon-General  Hammond,  350  ;  exchange  of  surgeons  351. Sanitary  commission,  364. 
U.  S.  Military  Hospital  for  the  maimed,  379. 
Sanitary  interests  of  our  large  cities,  392. 
Coroners — be  courteous,  405. 
Notes  of  a  visit  to  the  National  Capital,  418  ;  U.  S.  Invalid 

corps,  419. 
The  epidemic  at  Giesboro,  near  Washington;  sufi'erings  of Union  prisoners  in  Richrnond,  433. 
New  volume— time  to  subscribe  ;  hospital  inspection,  449  ; Catalogues,  450. 
New  volume — how  to  make  Medical  Societies  useful,  463 ; irregular  practitioners  in  Government  service,  464. 
New  volume — close  of  volume  tenth— disinfectants,  471. Electric  light,  in  surgery,  64. 

Electrical  phenomena  in  the  Alps,  412. 
Electricity  :  200  ;  muscular,  291. 
Electro-therapeutics,  22,  169,  267. 
Electro-galvanism  in  obstetric  practice,  150. Emesis,  mechanism  of,  270. 
Encephaloid  of  testicle,  excision,  430. 
EpUepsy :  436  ;  and  paralysis,  new  treatment  of,  290. Ergot  of  wheat,  395. 
Erlangen,  University  of,  and  Dr.  Herz,  79. 
Errors,  popular  medical,  286. 
Erysipelas  :  148  ;  malignant,  62. 
Ei-ythema,  446. Ether  as  an  anaesthetic,  323. 
Exemptions,  report  on,  382. 
Exemptions  from  military  service,  grounds  for^  IfiS. 
Exostosis,  orbital,  393. 
Evolutions,  spontaneous,  8§. 
Eye,  diseases  of:  repeated  evacuations  of  the  aqueous  humor 

in  certain  affections  of  the  eye,  52,  74,  88,  175  ;  ophthalmia, 
118  ;  staphyloma,  granular  lids,  133  ;  neuralgia  of  the  eye, 
134 ;  glycerine  in  diseases  of,  157  ;  occulistic  therapeutics, 
172 ;  antagonism  between  opium  and  belladonna,  granular 
lids,  219  ;  defective  and  impaired  vision  with  the  clinical 
use  of  the  ophthalmoscope  in  their  diagnosis  and  treatment, 
305,  317,  845,  373,  413,  455  ;  strabismus,  pathogeny  of,  282. 
359,  371,  399. 

iyes  |_care  of,  in  use  of  microscope,  385 ;  artificial,  for  soldiers. 

Faradization :  296,  308  ;  in  extensive  burns,  366. 
Feigned  diseases,  217,  229. 
Femur :  gunshot  fractures  of,  3 ;  necrosis  of,  387 ;  dislocation 

of,  reduced  by  manipulation,  427 ;  intra-capsular  fracture  of neck  of,  457. 
Fermentation,  435. 
Ferri  et  strychnije  citras,  376. 
Fever:  typhoid  and  remittent  with  erysipelas,  23;  "Spotted,'* 

55,  139,  184,  189,  421 ;  "Malignant  scarlet,"  55,  139,  184,  189, 421 ;  intermittent,  specific  for,  79  ;  typhoid  in  camp,  97  ; 
typhus,  147,  225  ;  do.,  epidemic,  451,  456  ;  do.,  new  symntom 
in,  425  ;  typhoid,  147,  366,  446,  464  ;  yellow,  on  U.  S.  Gunboat 
Alabama,  237 ;  typhoid,  fresh  air  in,  366  ;  pernicious,  368  ; 
typhus,  quinia  in,  433  ;  infantile  remittent,  475. 

Fingers,  supernumerary,  118. 
Fishes,  air  bladder  of,  261. 
Fistula  :  of  anus,  73  ;  lachrymalis,  388. 
Fly,  death  from  sting  of,  352. 
Fossil:  man,  192  ;  remains,  291. 
Fractures:  gunshot,  of  femur,  3  ;  compoiind  of  astragalus  with 

dislocation,  13  ;  new  apparatus  for,  33  ;  of  tibia  and  fibula, 
91  ;  of  thigh,  adhesive  plaster  in  treatment  of,  181  ;  com- 

pound of  leg  and  thigh,  transportation  of,  232  ;  of  fibula  and 
dislocation  of  foot,  375  ;  of  ribs,  403  ;  intra-capsular,  of  femur, 457  ;  olecranon,  459. 

Fresh  air  in  typhoid  fever,  366. 
Fright,  singular  effect  of,  302. Frosted  feet,  73. 

Grangrene :  oxygen  in,  79 ;  traumatic,  of  hand  and  arm, 
amputation  at  shoulder-joint,  330. Garibaldi,  Gen.,  475. 

Gelatine  bandage,  166. 
Generation,  spontaneous,  394. 
Giant,  a,  340. 
Glaucoma,  contributions  to  knowledge  of,  161. 
Globe,  statistics  of,  94. 
Glycerine  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  157. 
Gonorrhoea  and  syphilis,  rapid  cure  of,  244. 
Gorillas,  DuChaillu's  collection  of,  239.  j Guaco,  435. 

H  emorrhoids,  internal,  404. 
Hasmatemesis,  470. 
Hfemostatic :  new,  197  ;  chloride  of  iron  and  sodium  as  a,  408. 
Hammond,  Surgeon-General,  124,  139,  223,  350,  393,  406. Hand,  wound  of,  446. 
Hard  tack,  327. 
Hare-lip:  double  complicated,  42;  and  cleft  palate,  338. 
Hashish,  physiological  efl'ects  of,  417. Health  :  of  the  Army,  report  of  Surgeon  Woodwakd,  14,  31,  47  ; 

board  of,  in  Sacramento,  Cal.,  139  ;  petroleum  and,  263  ;  of 
troops  at  Torktown,  etc.,  341. 

Heart :  and  lung,  bullet  wound  through,  6 ;  rupture  of,  90,  335  ; fibrinous  coagula  of,  245. 
Herniotomy,  subcutaneous,  247. 
Hip,  gun. shot  wound  of,  pyaemia,  rupture  of  liver,  131. Holland,  Sir  Henry,  277. 
Homoeopathic  examining  surgeons,  151. 
Honorarium,  a  noble,  277. 
Hopital  de  la  Charite,  421. 
Hospital  car,  Harris'  156,  297. 

Hospital  Reports  :— 

Eastern  Dispe?isary  New  York;  — 
Ulcerations  of  os  uteri  and  inflammatory  adhesions  ;  pa- 

ronychia ;  ecthyma  with  extensive  ulceration  of  leg  ; anasarca,  catarrhus  senilis  potatorum,  416., 

Long  Island  College  Hospital ; — 
Anteversion  of  uterus,  25,  40. 

Philadelphia  Hospital ; — 
Irritability  of  stomach,  8  ;  paralysis  from  softening  of  brain, — do.  from  effusion  on  brain  9. 
Pathological  specimen— mania-a-potu,   23 ;  dysentery,  23  ; 

typhoid  remittent  fever— erysipelas,  23  ;  local  paralysis, 
24  ;  tympanites,  24 ;  prolapse  of  rectum,  24 ;  stricture  of urethra,  21. 

Tertiary  syphilis,  52 ,  stricture  and  fistula  of  the  urethra, 
52  ;  hypopioH,  52. 

Mania-iVpotu,  71  ;  ascites,  72 ;  amputation  of  toe,  72  ;  bitten 
finger,  72 ;  abscess  in  the  anus— fistula  in  the  anusj frosted  feet,  73. 

Pathological  specimen — tubercular  meningitis,  86;  necrosis 
of  the  clavicle — anchylosis  of  finger,  87. 

Dropsy,  102  ;  carcinoma  of  lip,  scirrhus  of  mammary  gland, 103. 
Anchylosis  of  knee-joint— superfiumerary  fingers— ulcer  of 

the  cornea— ophthalmia,  118, 
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Staphyloma — inflammatiou  of  the  eyes— granular  lids,  133  ; neuralgia  of  the  eye,  134. 
Typhus  fever — typhoid  do.— dropsy  cases,  147  ;  erysipelas, 148. 
Dropsy  of  knee-joint,  387. 
Bromine  in  treatment  of  sloughing  ulcers— fractured  ribs 

— hydrocele,  403. 
Talipes  or  club-foot— encephaloid  of  testicle  and  its  excision, 430. 
Intra-capsular  fracture  of  neck  of  femur — paralysis  of 

muscles  of  forearm,  4.57. 

Jejferson  Medical  College  ;- 
Traumatic  gangrene  of  the  hand  and  arm — amputation  at 

shoulder  joint — stone  ia  the  bladder,  360  ;  scrofulous 
abscess — necrosis  of  femur,  387  ;  scirrhus  of  breast,  38S  ; 
internal  hemorrhoids — caries  of  foot — Potts'  disease  of 
spine,  404 ;  fatty  tumor — deformity  of  hand  resulting 
from  burn — dislocation  of  shoulder  into  axilla,  415  ; 
staphyloma  of  cornea,  430  ;  aneurismal  varix — necrosis  of 
lower  jaw  from  ptyalism,  431;  dislocations,  469. 

Phila.  Dispensary,  (^Obstetric  Department); — 
Procedentia  uteri,  1.'59 ;  ulceration  of  cervix  uteri,  2S4  ; cosroding  ulcer  of  uterus,  321 ;  pruritus  vulvffi — vaginitis 

— dysmenorrlioea — extensive  ulceration  of  cervix  uteri — 
Irritable  bladder. and  swollen  condition  of  vulva,  etc., 
389  ;  anteversion  of  uterus,  431, 

University  Medical  College,  New  York; — 
Injury  of  knee — chronic  eczyma — chronic  ulcer — crusta 

lactea,  41  ;  necrosis  of  maxilla. — onychia — shortening  of 
frognum  linguse — necrosis  of  yfemur — prolapsus  ani — 
double  compound  hare-lip — anomalous  tumor,  42", 

University  of  Maryland  ;—~ 
Strumous  ophthalmia— fracture  of  fibula  and  dislocation  of 

foot,  375  ;  fistula  lachrymalis, — necrosis, — gun-shot  wound 
— chronic  ulcere,  388  ;  wound  of  hand — fibrous  tumor — 
Erythema -chronic  diarrhoea — typhoid  fever,  446;  amau- 

rosis, 458  ;  fracture  of  olecranon — necrosis, — tonsillitis, — 
phthisis,  459;  coxalgia  —  tumors  —  h.aematemisis — para- 

lysis, 470. 
Hospitals:  inspection  of,  31,  411,  423,  437,  449,  454;  diet,  45  ; 

field,  of  kxmj  of  the  Potomac,  92  ;  Bellevue,  125 ;  report  of 
U.  S.  General — in  Nashville — a  magnificent,  143  ;  Army  in 
Philadelphia,  168,  ̂ 77,  190;  do.  weekly  report  of,  215,  227, 
263  ;  report  of  boafd  of,  382  ;  in  United  States,  397  ;  general, 
ia  and  around  Washington,  467;  in  District  of  Columbia, 
227  ;  at  Gettysburg,  249  ;  enlisted  men  employed  in,  291 ; 
in  Paris,  internes  and  externes,  465  ;  U.  S.,  in  California— a 
new,  in  New  York,  467  ;  management  of  civil  and  military, 474. 

House-flies,  to  destroy,  835. 
Humane  Society,  royal,  rules  for  treatment  of  cases  of  drown- 

ing, .362. 
Humerus,  dislocation  of,  346,  438. 
Hydrastin,  146. 
Hydrocele,  403  ;  radical  cure  of,  349. 
Hydrocephalus  chronicus,  50. 
Hydromettrorrhoea,  171. 
Hydrophobia,  310,  338,  394,  421,  451 ;  incubative  stage  of,  166. 
llypophosphites  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  78. 
Hypopion,  52. 

Ice  in  treatment  of  diphtheria,  301,  338,  380. 
Ileus,  cases  of,  126,  414. 
Jlium,  removal  of  half  of,  46, 
Imagination,  power  of,  407. 
Impregnation  on,  270. 
Income  tax,  physicians,  238. 
India-rubber,  to  improve  solubility  of,  415. Indmni,  new  metal,  378,  478. 
Infanticide,  165. 
Inhaler,  a  new,  313. 
Inoculation  to  protect  against  contagious  typhus  fever  in 

cattle,  3.53. 
Insane:  Association  of  medical  superintendents  of  institutions 

tor,  14 ;  asylums  for,  in  Paris,  111  ;  soldiers,  291, Insufflation  tube,  313. 
Internes  and  externes  in  Paris  hospitals,  465. 
Invalid  corps,  365,  419,  422. 
Invalid  soldiers,  number  of,  411. 
i  pecac. ,  effects  of,  in  dysentery,  476. 
Iron  :  sesquichloride  of,  in  treatment  of  ulcers  about  the  nails, 

172  ;  perchloride  in  diphtheria,  233  ;  hydrated  peroxvde  of. 290. 
Irregular  practitioners  in  Government  service,  464, 

Jaundice,  specific  for,  166. 
Jaw,  resection  of,  476. 
Jews,  prejudice  against,  278, 
Joints,  stiff,  22. 

Kidney,  detached,  46. 
Killed  and  woundrd,  reports  of,  437. 
Knee  :  injury  of  41 ;  congenital  dislocation  of,  458. Knee  joint,  dropsy  of,  387. 
Knowledge,  practical,  value  of,  170. 
Kyphosis,  case  of,  of  more  than  six  years  standing,  etc.,  441, 

Laboratory,  U.  S.,  in  Philadelphia,  47. 
Labor,  premature,  induction  of,  252. 

Lectures  : — . 
Lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  1,  17,  65,  81  ;  deformities  &f 

the  neck,  293,  329,  441. 
Leptandrin,  146. 
Leucorrho3a,  chronic  vaginal,  445. 
Life  insurance,  12. 
Light,  hygienic  importance  of,  349. Lithotomy  in  Russia,  239. Lithotrity,  167. 
Logwood  as  a  disinfectant,  141. 
Lung  and  heart,  bullet  wound  through,  6. 

JS'Iaimed,  U.  S.  Military  .Hospital  for,  379. 
Malaria,  latent  efi'ects  of,  100. Mania-a-potu,  71,  452;  pathological  specimen  of,  23. 
Man:  origin  and  age  of,  190;  fossil,  192;  and  ape,  differenc* between,  228. 
Marriages  of  consanguinity,  167,  353,  391. 
Maternal  impressions,  270,  422. 
Mazzini,  475. 
Meat,  preservation  of,  276. 
Medical:  secrecy,  9;  journals  discontinued,  9  ;  education,  1.52; 
Department  of  the  West,  167;  officer,  forethought  of,  262; 
department  of  army,  tyranny  in,  324;  organization  in  Penn- 

sylvania, 325;  schools,  325;  papyrus  discovery  of,  328; 
classes,  380;  gents,  384;  students,  advice  to,  429;  societies, 

.  county,  434 ;  do.  how  to  make  useful,  463. 
Medical  Colleges  :  in  Philadelphia,  48  ;  Berkshire,  Mass.,  140; 
Harvard  University,  1.35 ;  Long  Island  Hospital,  199  ;  Yale, 
199,  211  ;  Chicac'o,  2.50 ;  Bellevue  Hospital,  313 ;  University 
of  Nashville,  326;  Georgetown,  D.  C,  420. 

Military  service,  disqualifications  for,  408. 

Medical  Societies: — 

American  Medical  Association  ; — 
12,  44,  61,  80,  94,  109 ;  Fourteenth  annual  session,  104 ;  offi- cers for  1S63-4,  106,  119. 

Bradford  Co.,  Penna.  ; — 308. 

Essex  Co.,  N.  J.  ; — 
Annual  meeting,  59. 

Massachusetts  ; — 
Minutes  of  annual  meeting,  158, 

Nezv  York  County; — 
Dipbtheria,  42. 

Ohio  State  ;■— 
Minutes  of  seventeenth  annual  session,  149;  Oflicers  for 

1863-4,  159. 

Pennsylvania  State  ; — 
59,  124,  175;  Philadelphia  delegates  to,  63;  Minutes  of  four- teenth annual  session,  120. 

Philadelphia  Co.  ;- 
Eeport  of  committee  of  arrangements  for  reception  of  Penn- 

sylvania State  Medical  Society,  460. 

Rhode  Island  State  ; — 
Fifty-second  annual  meeting,  134. 

Vermo?it  State; — = 
Annual  session,  375  ;  Officers,  377. 

Medicated  cisarettes,  222. 
Medicine:  history  of,  366  ;  action  of,  391. 
Melanopathia,  410. 
Meningitis,  tubercular,  86. 
Mercurials,  abuse  of,  62,  77,  150,  154,  155,  431. 
Metal,  another  new,  247,  353,^378. 
Meteorological  and  hvgrometrical  reports,  59. 
i\Ieterology,  SO,  96,  n-2,  128,  144,  156,  168,  180,  192,  203,  216, 288,  240,  252,  264,  278,  292,  304,  316,  32S,  342,  356,  370,  384, 

398,  412,  426,  440,  454,  468;  478. 
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Military  service,  disqualifications  for,  408.  / 
Milk :  analysis  of,  110 ;  arrest  of  secretion  of,  221 ;  deptli  of, 

384  ;  new  test  for,  432. 
Miscarriage,  catalepsy,  podalic  version,  38. 
Morphia,  sulphate  of,  administered  through  the  ear,  12. 
Mortality :  in  London  in  1862— great,  in  New  York,  224  ; statistics  of,  300  ;  in  array,  316. 
Mortality  of  the  principal  cities,  15,  32,  48,  64,  SO,  96,  112,  128, 

144,  156,  168,  ISO,  192,  20 i,  216,  228,  240,  252,  264,  278,  292, 
304,  316,  328,  342,  356,  370,  384,  398,  412,  426,  440,  454,  468,  478. 

Murder,  curious  attempt  to,  75. 
Mushroom,  poisoning  by,  75. 

N'arcotics,  poisoning  by,  367. Naval  surgeons,  rank  of,  4fi. 
Neck,  deformities  of,  293,  329,  441. 
Necropsy,  an  interesting  case  of,  pus  in  cavity  of  scull,  395. 
Necrosis':  459  ;  of  maxilla,  42  ;  of  femur,  42,  387,  388 ;  of  clavi- cle, 87  ;  of  lower  jaw  from  ptyalism,  431. 
Nerves:  wounds  of,  tetanus,  129  ;  disease  of  cervical,  142. 
Newman's  case  (unnecessary  amputation  of  leg,  death),  319. 
New  York,  how  they  live  in,  13.  ' 
News  and  Miscellany: — 

(Articles  under  this  head  are  arranged  alphabetically.) 
Nitrate  of  silver,  injection  of,  into  respiratory  organs,  456. 
Notes  and  Comments: — 

Sulphate  of  morphia  administered  through  the  ear — com- 
pliments to  surgeons— resident  physicians  at  Philadelphia 

Hospital — life  insurance— postage — American  Medical  As- sociation, 12. 
Foreign  correspondence,  29 ;  unfermented  bread — longev- ity, 30. 
Hospital  diet — rank  of  naval  surgeons,  45. 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — Essex,  New 

Jersey,  Medical  Society — meteorological  and  hygrometri- cal  reports,  59. 
Diphtheria — an  organic  base  without  oxygen,  90. Agricultural  papers,  126. 
Ergotism  in  Ohio — Berkshire,  Mass.,  Medical  Society,  140. 
Heroic  conduct — wanted,  medical  supplies — infanticide,  165. 
Transmission  of  sound  to  a  great  distance,  177. 
Surgeons  wanted— eminent  members  of  the  profession— ap- pointments, 189. 
Long  Island  College  Hospital — army  medical  museum — 
Philadelphia  Dental  Colleges — Medical  Department  of 
Yale  College,  199  ;  an  engineer  regiment,  200. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  211 ;  American  Dental  Associa- 
tion— surgeons  and  Ass't  Surgeons  wanted — a  mistaken course,  212. 

Great  mortality  in  New  York— physicians  wanted  in  Nor- folk, 224. 
Yellow  fever  on  United  States  Gunboat  Alabama— "  reli- 

able "  news — field  and  hospital  stretcher — board  of  naval 
Surgeons— medical  department  of  army,  237. 

Mitchell's  atlas— Hamilton  on  fractures  and  dislocations, 249. 
Enlargement — calomel  and  -tartar  emetic,  275  ;  Sanitary  re- 

porter—University of  Maryland— erratum,  276  ;  postage — parched  corn  meal,  288. 
Bellvue  Hospital  Medical  College— Pennsylvania  Hospital 
— a  new  inhaler— Segnitz'  insufflation  tube,  313. 

The  medical  schools,  325;  clinical  reports — Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Nashville,  326. 

Sick  and  wounded  soldiers— a  handsome  compliment,  337. 
Maimed  soldiers— New  York  Ophthalmic  School,  352. 
The  Invalid  Corps— convalescence,  365  ;  exchange  of  Sur- 

geons— history  of  medicine,  366. 
The  medical  classes — valuable  properties  for  sale,  380. 
Return  of  the  Surgeon-General- physician's  hand-book,  393. 
The  Surgeon-General— nitrous  oxyde  as  an  anaesthetic — 

Mitchell's  General  Atlas,  407. 
Eetreat  for  intemperate  women,  419 ;  Medical  Department 

of  Georgetown  College,  D.  C,  420. 
Barclay's  medical  diagnosis — ambulance  and  hospital  sys- tem—abortionists— County  Medical  Societies,  434 :  Release of  surgeons,  435. 
Affairs  in  army  medical  department— Dr.  Saulsbury— death attributed  to  chloroform,  450. 
Abuses  in  army  medical  department— typhoid  fever,  464 ; the  Reporter  to  army,  465. 

Nurses,  women,  396. 

Obesity,  141.  .  - 
Obituary,  Edwarb  A.  Pierson,  95 ;  D.  B,  Reed,  S.  A.  Cart- 
wright,  96;  E.  A.  D'Arcy,  111;  J.  A.  Kennicott,  J.  B. MuNN,  156  ;  S.  P.  HiLDRETH,  215 ;  J.  Moore  Neligan,  264 ; 
Calvin  West,  278,  355;  Thomas  McHenry,  292;  Geo.  Hay- 

wood, 328  ;  Henry  Martyn  Gray,  370  ;  John  C.  Elmer,  370. 
Odontographic  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  336. Oils,  how  to  prescribe,  114. 
Olecranon,  iracture  of,  459. 
Olive  oil,  test  for,  166. 
Onychia,  42. 

Ophthalmic  School,  New  York,  352. 
Ophthalmia :  118  ;  from  use  of  sulphur,  338 ;  strumous,  tannin 

in,  362,  375. Ophthalmoscope,  clinical  use  of,  305,  317,  345,  373,  413. 
Opium  altered  by  age,  76 ;  increased  value  of,  291, 
Orchitis,  treatment  of,  by  puncture,  432. 
Order  No.  6,  of  Surgeon-General  Hammond,  62,  77,  150,  154, 

155,  201,  213,  238,  275,  314. 
Osteo  myelitis  spontanea  diffusa,  13?,  160. 
Ovarian  tumor,  232. 
Ovariotomy — a  complicated  case,  257. 
Oxygen,  in  gangrene,  79  ;  source  of,  276. 
Oxygenized  water,  290. 

Palate,  artificial,  336. 
Palmydactylism,  465, 
Paper,  to  make,  adhere  to  tin,  323, 
Papyrus,  medical  discovery  of,  328. 
Paralysis :  470  ;  from  softeningof  brain— from  effusion  on  brain, 

9  ;  local,  24 ;  and  epilepsy,  new  treatment  of,  290  ;  of  muscles 
of  fore-arm,  457. 

Parched  corn  meal,  288. 
Pareira  brava,  376. 
Paris  :  sickness  in,  338  ;  clinical  instruction  in,  452. 
Parotid  gland,  extirpation  of,  127. 
Pathological  specimens :  mania-^-potu,  23 ;  tubercular  menin- 

gitis, 86. Pennsylvania,  medical  organization  in,  325. 
Pension  examining  surgeons,  (See  Surgeons.) 

Periscope  : — 
(The  articles  under  this  head  are  arranged  alphabetically.  ) 

Periosteum,  is  it  sensitive  ?  326. 
Peritoneal  sections,  361. 
Petrifaction,  artificial  in  animal  tissue,  204. 
Petroleum  :  origin  of,  27  ;  and  health,  263, 
Phantom  tumor,  a  case  of,  201. 
Pharmacopoeia,  the  new,  notice  of,  258. 
Pharmacy,  dignity  of  ancient,  209,  220. 
Phosphorescence,  prolonged,  420. 
Phosphorus,  poisoning  by,  367. 
Phthisis,  459. 
Physicians :  and  clergy,  236  ;  private  under  contract,  381. Pitcher  plant  in  small  pox,  246,  256, 
Placenta  prsevia.  5.  i, 
Placental  presentation,"333. Plague,  the,  334.  T Plaster  casts  for  Army  museum,  453. 
Pleurisy,  chronic,  375. 
Pneumonia,  ti'eatment  of,  290 ;  among  cows,  452. Podalic  version,  miscarriage,;^catalepsy,  38. 
Podophyllin,  146. 
Poisoning  :  by  chloroform,  '27;  by  narcotics,  367;  by  phos- phorus, 367  ;  by  mushrooms,  456. 
Poisonous  ballet  dresses,  304.  . 
Poisonous  plants,  serpents,  antidotes,  347. 
Postage,  12. 
Post  uterine  serous  cyst,  cured  by  puncture  through  vagin* 

and  leaving  canula,  357. 
Potash,  permanganate  of,  a  disinfectant,  257. 
Potassium,  iodide,  in  diphtheria,  376. 
Practitioners,  irregalar,  in  government  service,  464. 
Pregnancy  of  a  young  girl,  138, 
Prescribing,  thoughts  on,  113. 
Prisoners  :  rebel,  at  Fort  Delaware,  sanitary  condition  of,  239  ; 

Union,pSufi'erings  of,     Richmond,  433  ;  statement  of  released surgeons,  438. 
Probe,  Garabaldi,  142, 
Prolapsus  ani,  42. 
Pruritus,  vulvae,  389, 
Ptyalism,  necrosis  of  jaw  from,  431. 
Pumpkin  seed  in  taenia,  310. 
Purgatives  in  dysentery,  233. 
Pus,  physiological  and  pathological,  323. 
Putrefaction,  2S9. 
Pyemia,  390. Pyoseptaemia,  390. 

Quackery  :  28 ;  veronica  quinquefolia,  277  ;  dangerous  forms 
of,  300. Quack  curing  rheumatism,  239. 

Quacks,  ready  method  with,  143. 
Quarantine  regulations  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  62. 
Quinine :  in  the  Indian  army,  128  ;  how  to  prescribe,  114,  304 ; 

in  typhus  fever,  435. 

Radiation,  nocturnal,  326, 
Reading,  ill  eff'ects  of,  while  travelling  by  rail,  353.  , Rectum,  prolapse  of,  24. 
Red  nose,  166. 
"  Red  water"  in  sheep,  caused  by  infusoria,  301. Remedies :  choice  of,  114,  145  ;  indigenous,  145. Resection  of  jaw,  476, 
Resinoids,  the,  146, 
Retina,  impressions  on,  at  death,  326. 
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Reviews  and  Book  Notices  : — 
Cazeau — Midwifery,  26. 
Mendenhall— Students'  vade  mecnm,  27. 
Bedfokd— Diseases  of  -woinen  and  children,  54. 
Brande — Chemistry,  76. 
Meigs — Obstetrics,  76. 
Packakd— Manual  of  minor  surgery,  76;  New  American 

Cyclopedise,  76. 
Bowman  and  Bloxam— Medical  Chemistry,  123. 
Wilson — Diseases  of  the  skin,  123. 
Mitchell — New  general  atlas,  138,  247. 
Jacobi — Dentition  and  its  derangements,  174, 
Ordronaux — Manual  of  instructions  for  military  surgeons, 233. 
TuRNBULL— Nervous  deafness,  233. 
Bartholow— A  manual  of  instruction  for  enlisting  and  dis- 

charging soldiers,  298. 
Ordroneaux — Hints  on  health  in  armies,  298. 
MoTT,  V. — Hemorrhage  from''  wounds,  378. Carson — Synopsis  of  lectures  on  Materia  Medica  and  Phar- 

macy, 391. 
Eheumatism :  a  quack  curing,  239  ;  cimicifuga  in  treatment  of, 361. 
Rhinoplasty,  458. 
Rickets,  a  case  of,  428. 
Ringworm,  treatment  of,  257.  •  • 
Rum,  Bay,  322. 

Salivary  calculus,  226. 
Sanitary :  condition  of  Vickshurg,  215  ;  condition  of  rebel 

prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware,  239  ;  commission,  the,  263,  364, 
378 ;  do.  at  Gettysburg,  341 ;  reform  needed,  299  ;  interests 
of  our  large  cities,  392. 

Saracenia  purpurea  in  treatment  of  small  pox,  246,  256. 
Scammouy,  145. 
Scavengers  of  nature,  137. 
'Scirrhus,  of  mammary  gland,  103,  888 ;  do.  removal  of,  296. Scoliosis,  1,  17,  65,  81. 
Scorbutus,  with  sloughing  of  foot,  385. 
Scrofulous  abscess,  387. 
Sea  sickness,  ice  in,  395. 
Sheep,  "  red  water  "  in,  caused  by  infusoria,  301. Shock,  a  tremendous,  251. 
Shoulder,  dislocation  of,  into  axilla,  415. 
Singular  case,  290. 
Sinuses,  purulent  of  mamma  cured  by  rest,  246. 
Skin,  absorptive  power  of,  302. 
Skull,  nutrition  of  external  table  of,  261. 
Sleep,  air  during,  110. 
Smallpox:  pitting  in,  prevented,  127  ;|pitcher  plant  (saracenia 

purpurea)  in,  246,  256. 
Smoking,  does  it  produce  cancer  of  lip,  289. 
Soda  trade,  the,  435. 
Soldiers :  sensible  advice  to,  288 ;  insane,  291 ;  number  of 

invalid,  411. 
Sonde,  porcelain,  60. 
Soul,  seat  of,  60. 
Sound,  transmission  of,  to  a  great  distance,  177. 
Specialties,  248,  314,  339. 
Spine  :  lateral  curvature  of,  scoliosis,  1,  17,  65,  81  ;  Pott's  dis- ease of,  404. 
Spirometer,  a  cheap,  191. 
Spontaneous  evolution,  83. 
Spontaneous  generation,  394,  465. 
Staphyloma,  133  ;  of  cornea,  430. 
Stomach,  irritability  of,  8 ;  effects  of  digestion  on,  363. Stone  in  bladder,  360. 
Strabismus,  pathogeny  of,  282,  359,  371,  399. 
Stretcher,  field  and  hospital,  237. 
Stumps,  position  of,  45. 
Strychnia,  antidotes  for,  363. 
Styptic,  Pancoast's,  363  ;  a  new,  367. Sugar  and  tobacco,  effects  of,  on  teeth,  404. 
Sugar  :  manufacture  of,  141 ;  made  from  cast  off  skins  of  ser- 

pents, 352  ;  as  an  anthelmintic,  412. 
Sulphur  :  experiments  with,  141 ;  rendered  soft,  232 ;  ophthal- mia from  use  of,  338. 
Sulphuret  of  carbon,  ill  effects  of,  367. 
Suppositories,  310. 
"  Sure  cure  "  a,  369. 
Surgeon  General,  the,  124,  139,  223,  350,  393,  406. 
Surgeons :  compliments  to,  12  ;  pension  examining,  14.  31,  62, 

111,  155,  168,304,383,  410,  478;  conscription,  63;  in  Libby 
prison  303;  exchange  of,  351,  366,  4,35;  released,  453;  ex- amining, for  volunteer  recruits,  467. 

Surgery:  electric  light  in,  64;  and  silver, '264;  English,  De- marquay  on,  179  ;  of  battles  near  Gettysburg,  448. 
Surgical  operation,  a,  289. 
Sutures,  horse-hair,  272. 
Symptoms  and  signs,  439. 
Syphilis :  tertiary,  52 ;  and  gonorrhoea,  rapid  cure  of,  244 ; 

syphiline,  327. 

Taenia,  pumpkin  seed  in,  310. 
Talipes,  430. 

Tax,  physician's  income,  238. Tea  drinking,  physiology  of,  446. 
Teeth,  substances  used  in  filling,  174. 
Temperature,  111. 
Testicle,  encephaloid  of,  excision,  430. 
Tetanus  :  129  ;  treated  successfully  by  immersion,  21.5  ;  follow- 

ing unnecessary  amputation  of  leg,  death,  319. 
Thallium,  59,  110,  .339. 
Theory,  a  new,  302. 
Therapeutics,  electro,  22,  169  ;  oculistic,  172. 
Theses,  hints  on  inaugural,  176. 
Tobacco  in  England,  36  ;  smoking,  effects  of,  268  ;  modern  use 

of,  277  ;  effects  of,  on  teeth,  404. 
Toe,  amputation  of,  72. Tonsilitis,  459. 
Trance,  c  ase  of,  353. 
Triplets,  110. 
Trousseau,  retirement  of,  451. 
Trusses  for  enlisted  men,  341. 
Tubercular  matter,  absorption  of,  279. 
Tuberculosis,  pulmonary,  pretubercular  stage  of,  20,  37, 
Tumor  :  anomalous,  42  ;  of  foot  weighing  19  pounds,  142 ; 
phantom,  201;  ovarian,  232;  malignant  of  axilla,  303; 
hypertrophic  of  labium,  404 ;  fatty,  415 ;  fibrous,  446 ; 
osseous  in  meatus,  deafness  caused  by,  451;  sebaceous — adi- 
pose, 470.  — Tympanitis,  24. 

Tyranny  in  medical  department  of  army,  324. 

Ulcers :  chronic,  41,  388 ;  of  cornea,  118 ;  about  the  nails, 
sesquichloride  of  iron  in  treatment  of,  172  ;  indolent,  laurel 
leaves  in  treatment  of,  289 ;  clay  as  an  application  to,  362  ; 
bromine  in  treatment  of,  403  ;  of  os  uteri,  416  ;  of  leg  with ecthyma,  416. 

Upas  poison,  252. 
Urethra :  stricture  of,  24  ;  stricture  and  fistule  of,  52. 
Uterus  :  auteversion  of,  25, 40 ;  procidentia  of,  during  gestation, 

51 ;  procidentia  of,  159 ;  and  ovaries,  removal  of,  246  ; 
ulceration  of  cervix  of,  284 ;  corroding  ulcer  of,  321 ;  exten- 

sive ulceration  of  cervix,  289 ;  ulceration  of  os  and  adhe- sions, 416  ;  anteversion  of,  431. 
"Vaccination,  370. 

Vaccine  virus,  matter  from  cow  unsatisfactory,  61. 
Vaginal  leucorrhcea,  chronic,  445. Vaginitis,  389. 
Variola,  an  attack  of,  restores  a  deaf  mute,  196. , Vegetables,  desicated,  439. Ventilation,  141. 
Veterinary  surgeons,  meeting  of,  63. 
Vickshurg,  sanitary  condition  of,  215. 
Viscera,  weight  of,  on  right  and  left  sides,  239. 
Vision,  defective  and  impaired,  and  clinical  use  of  ophthal- 

moscope, 305,  317,  345,  373,  413,  455. 
Vital  statistics,  140  ;  of  France  and  England,  128. 
Vivisection,  252,  289  ;  report  on,  276. 
"War,  slaughter  in,  144. 
Water,  effects  of  congelation  on,  183  ;  oxygenized,  290. 
Weights  and  measures  in  England,  179. 
Wheat,  ergot  of,  395. 
Wheel,  human  its  spokes  and  felloes.  56. 
White  swelling,  caries  of  knee-joint,  exsection,  recovery,  331. 
Whooping  cough :  408  ;  treated  with  bromide  of  ammonium, 348. 

Wine,  diuretic,  197. 
Women  nurses,  396  ;  intemperate,  retreat  for,  419,  425. Wooden  library,  127. 
World,  population  of,  341. 
Wounded :  rebel,  at  David's  Island,  202  ;  do.  at  Settysburff, 203  ;  in  battle,  aid  for,  435. 
Wounded  and  sick  in  Department  of  the  East,  63. 
Wounds  :  of  nerves,  129  ;  gun  shot,  130  ;  do.  of  abdomen,  130  ; 

do.  of  hip,  pya9mia  and  rupture  of  liver,  131  ;  gun-shot  of, 
frontal  bone,  195  ;  gun-shot,  of  brain,  307  ;  of  humerus,  388 : of  hand,  446. 

Illustrations  : — 
Spinal  curvature  [19  cuts],  1,  2,  17,  18,  67,  68,  81,  82. 
Buehring's  reduction  apparatus  [5  cuts],  67,  68. A  new  fracture  apparatus  [6  cuts],  35. 
Adhesive  plaster  in  fractures  of  the  thigh  [3  cuts],  181,  182. 
A  cheap  spirometer  [2  cuts],  197. Medicated  cigarettes  [2  cuts],  222. 
Salivary  calculus  [1  cut],  226. 
Encysted  abscess  of  lung  [1  cut],  230. 
Plaster  splints  [5  cuts],  241,  2. 
Deformities  of  neck  [2  cuts],  293,  4. 
Faradization  [4  cuts],  296,  7,  8. 
Defective  and  impaired  vision,  and  use  of  ophthalmoscope 

[6  cuts],  306,  317,  346,  374. 
White  swelling,  caries  of  knee-joint,  exsection,  recovery  [3 cuts],  332,  3. 
Case  of  kyphosis  [lithographic  plate],  441. 
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LATERAL  CUBVATUEE  OF  THE  SPINE. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D. 
Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Scoliosis. 
The  diagnosis  of  scoliosis  habitualis  meets  witli 

no  difficulty.  In  incipient  cases,  a  plummet  line 
suspended  from  tlie  spinous  process  of  the  7th 
cervical  vertebra  will  show  the  slightest  deviation 
from  the  perpendicular.  In  advanced  cases,  eye 
and  hands  will  suffice.  Some  difficulty  is  however, 
experienced  in  ascertaining  the  changes  which  the 
deformity  may  undergo  during  the  treatment, 
either  for  better  or  worse.  And  as  this  is  of  im- 

portance we  will  acquaint  you  with  the  best  method 
to  define  such  changes. 

Formerly  plaster  casts  of  the  trunk  were  taken 
from  time  to  time  and  their  respective  differences 
determined  by  comparison.  This  method,  is  how- 

ever, deceptive.  For,  in  order  to  take  a  mould 
of  the  trunk,  th^  patient  has  to  be  placed  in  a 
horizontal  position,  which  of  course  relieves  the 
spine  of  its  superincumbent  weight.  As  long  as 
the  spinal  column  has  retained  a  part  of,  or  its  en- 

tire abnormal  flexibility,  it  will  almost  be  impos- 
sible to  get  a  true  copy  of  the  exact  deviation 

which  the  patient  presents  in  the  erect  posture. 
Per  accident  we  may  obtain  a  representation  greater 
or  less  than  the  exact  deformity.  Pretenders  avail 
themselves  of  this  circumstance  for  the  purpose  of 
deluding  their  patients,  by  artificially  aggravating 
the  deformity  for  the  first  moul^,  and  take  good 
care  to  get  better  forms  for  the  subsequent  ones. 

In  advanced  cases  of  scoliosis,  the  plaster  casts 
become  more  truthful,  and  therefore  more  reliable 
representations,  because  the  flexibility  of  the  spine 
has  generally  become  extinct,  the  deformity  more 
stable,  and  all  the  anatomical  parts  concerned  in 
the  same  have  assumed  a  more  permanent  shape. 
But  even  in  these,  deception  may  be  practiced  by 
placing  one  side  higher  than  the  other.  In  order 
to  obviate  possible  error,  Dk.  Beuheing  has  intro- 

duced a  very  ingenious  contrivance,  by  means  of 
which  -the  contours  of  the  form  can  be  accurately 

taken  in  an  expeditious  manner.  The  principal 
part  of  the  apparatus  is  a  glass  plate,  sixteen 
inches  by  twenty  in  size,  the  frame  of  which  is 
moveable  on  an  erect  scaffold.  The  glass  plate  is 
divided  by  lines  in  half  square  inches.  From  the 
centre  of  the  upper  part  of  the  frame  a  plummet 
line  is  suspended.  At  the  side  of  the  scaffold  a 
contrivance  is  affixed,  designed  to  grasp  around 
the  arms  of  the  patient  below  the  insertion  of  the 
deltoid  muscle,  and  at  the  lower  part  of  the  frame 
a  horizontal  projection  is  placed,  upon  which  a 
movable  dioptor  is  fixed  upon  a  vertical  staff. 

I  You  see  the  apparatus  in  all  its  parts  and  simplicity before   you  (Fig. 

  62),  and  we  shall 
~r— ^r— [T!  uow  procecd  to  ox- 

T  emplify  its  practical T'^  usefulness.  In 

I  placing  the  appa- V  ratus  with  its  diop- 
i  tor  toward  the  light, 

and  the  patient  be- 
hind it,  you  have 

then  to  adjust  the 

glass  plate  so  as  to cover  the  entire 
trunk.  Next  you 
fasten  the  arms  of 

the  patient  to  the 
scaffold,  and  to  ren- 

der him  thereby  im- 
moveable, you  take 

care  that  the  patient 
stands  with  his 

spine  in  the  median 
line  of  the  plate  as 
straight  as  possible, 
and  with  his  heels 

together.  By  means  of  a  delicate  camel' s-hair  brush 
and  some  paint,  you  draw  the  lines  of  his  contours 
accurately  upon  the  glass  ;  lastly,  you  suspend  the 
plummet  line  corresponding  with  the  spinous  pro- 

cess of  the  7th  cervical  vertebra,  and  by  means  of 
the  dioptor  the  curved  line  of  the  spine  and  its 
deviation  from  the  plummet  line  can  be  accurately 
marked. 

After  the  patient  has  been  released  from  his  po- 
sition, you  place  a  sufficiently  large  sheet  of  paper 

on  the  plate,  and  trace  the  lines  of  the  body  there- 
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on.    In  this  simple  manner  (Fig.  63,)  you  can 

^^s-  <33.  procure  at  any 
time,  and  as 
often  as  you 
deem  necessary, 

tlie  existing  de- 
viation of  the 

spine  and  com- 
pare it  with 

the  preceding 
representations, 
and  thereby  re- 

lieve your  pa- 
tients, not  only 

of  a  material  ex- 

pense, but  like- 
wise from  expo- 
sure to  menial 

hands. 
Some  authors, 

BuEHKiyoamong 

them,  discrimi- 
nate several  de- 

grees of  scolio- sis. Inasmuch 
asthe  differences 

are  not  qualified  by  pathological  changes,  their 
scientific  value  is  rather  questionable  ;  yet,  desig- 

nating the  incipient  or  more  advanced  stages  of  a 
continuous  infirmity,  they  may  be  admissible  as 

conventional  expedients,  and  as  such  we'  bring 
them  before  you. 

Fig. 

The  first  degree  CBuehring,  )  manifests  itself  as 
an  exception  of  the  normal  lateral  curves,  that  is 
to  say,  the  thoracic  portion  of  the  spine  inclines 
more  to  the  right,  whereas  the  lumbar  portion 
may  be  unchanged  or  slightly  deviate  to  the  left, 
on  Fig.  64,  you  have  an  exemplification  of  the  first 
degree.  The  perpendicular  is  indicated  by  a  dotted 
line  traversing  the  transverse  diameter  of  the 
pelvis.  The  tension  of  the  thoracic  curve  is  about 
2'^/  ;  the  lumbar  curve  is  not  noticeable.  The 
plummet  line  passes  on  the  left  of  the  rima  natum, 
notwithstanding  that  the  spine  has  almost  entirely 
preserved  its  perpendicular.  There  are  not  as  yet 
secondary  deformities  of  the  trunk,  and  the  hand 
can  easily  correct  the  curvature. 

In  the 
second 
degree,  as 

represent- ed in  Fig. 
65  and  in 
this  cast  of 
a  young 
lady  (Fig. 

66,;  the trunk 
manifest  - 
ly  inclines toward the  right ; 

the  plum- met line 

passes  an inch  to 
the  right 

of  the  me- dian line 
of  the s  acrum ; 

the  ten- s  i  0  n  0  : 
both  tho 
racic  and 
lumbar 
curves 

are  mark- 
ed;  the 
s  h-o  u  1  d  e  r-b  1  a  d  e  3 
have  already  chang- 

ed their  relative 
positions  and  the 
ilium  is  more  pro- 

minent. There  is, 
however,  as  yet,  no 
torsion  of  the  spine, 
nor  are  there  per- 

manent changes  in 
its  anatomical  con- 

stituents. By  means 
of  the  hand,  or  sus- 

pension of  the  pa- 
tient in  GrLissoy's 

swing,  the  curva- 
ture can  be  correct- 

ed ;  the  flexibility 
of  the  spine  is  con- 

sequently still  pre- 
served. 

Fig.  66. 
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FIVE  CASES  OP  GUN  SHOT  PEACTUKE 
OF  THE  FEMUK. 

Successfully  treated  with  "Smith's  Anterior," by  Charles  A.  McCall,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A. 

By  Elliott  Coues,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A. 
Of  Wasliingtou,  D.  C. 

After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13, 
1862,  three  cases  of  gun  shot  fracture  of  the 
femur  were  received  at  the  Mount  Pleasant  U.  S. 
General  Hospital,  under  charge  of  Charles  A. 
McCall,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.  These,  with 
two  other  cases  from  the  second  Bull  Run  battle, 
in  the  Stone  Hospital,  at  that  time  also  under 
charge  of  the  same  Surgeon,  present  in  such 
a  favorable  light  the  chances  of  success  bv  careful 
treatment,  as  compared  with  the  results  of  ampu- 

tation that  they  appear  worthy  of  publication. 
Admitting  the  fact,  now  generally  conceded  by 

Army  Surgeons,  that  secondary  amputation  of  the 
thigh  is,  except  under  peculiarly  favorable  cir- 

cumstances, almost  invariably  fatal,  it  becomes  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration,  whether  treatment 
in  many  of  the  cases  usually  consigned  to  the 
knife,  does  not  offer  some  probability  of  success  ? 
And  if  so,  what  are  these  cases,  and  what  mode  of 
treatment  is  most  to  be  relied  on  ? 

The  five  following  cases,  though  presenting  some 
differences  among  themselves,  still  agree  in  essen- 

tial features,  and  would  seem  to  indicate  the 
amount  of  injury  which  can  be  sustained,  with 
reasonable  expectations  of  a  favorable  issue  of  the 
attempt  to  save  both  life  and  limb.  In  all,  the 
fractures  were  uncomplicated,  there  was  no  injury 
of  important  v^sels  or  nerves.  This  is  of  the  first 
importance. .  Secondly,  there  was  comparatively 
slight  comminution  in  three  of  the  cases,  in  two  no 
comminution  could  be  diagnosed ;  and  the  cases 
which  approached  the  nearest  to  "simple  com- 

pound" fractures,  if  the  expression  be  allowable, 
recovered  the  soonest,  notwithstanding  the  lodge- 

ment of  the  missile  where  it  could  not  be  found. 
In  two  of  these  cases  it  was  ascertained  positively 
that  the  missile  was  a  round  ball,  and  not  a  minie, 
and  in  the  other  three  this  was  supposed  to  be 
also  the  case.  With  the  foregoing  amount  of 
injury  to  the  parts,  the  cases  here  presented  seem 
to  show  that  reasonable  hopes  of  a  favorable  issue 
may  be  expected,  if  the  patient  have  an  ordinary 
degree  of  constitutional  vigor. 

Regarding  the  mode  of  treatment,  Dr.  McCall 
is  decidely  in  favor  of  the  use  of  Smith's  anterior 
splint.  For  use  in  military  hospitals  it  combines 
advantages  that  perhaps  can  be  attained  by  no 
other.    It  is  inexpensive,  light,  easily  portable, 

and  can  readily  be  adjusted  under  all  circum- 
stances.   It  is  also  exceedingly  comfortable  to  the 

patient,  during  the  long  time  that  he  must  be 
confined  to  bed.    Laying  on  a  water  bed,  if  one 
is   procurable,    with    the  injured    limb  easily 
swung  from  the  ceiling  or  from  a  frame,  he  is 
placed  under  as  favorable  circumstances  as  possi- 

ble.   This  splint  also  admits  of  ready  inspection 
and  dressing  of  the  wound,  wherever  it  may  be 
situated,  by  fenestration  of  the  bandages  over  the 
affected  part ;  and  if  other  support  than  that  of 
the  bandages  is  deemed  advisable,  it  may  easily 
be  applied  in  the  form  of  tin  or  stiff  pasteboard,  so 
moulded  as  to  fit  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  limb. 
Any  amount  of  extension  which  is  allowable  in 
these  compound  fractures  can  readily  be  applied. 
Dr.  McCall  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  extension 
should  be  very  cautiously  made  use  of.  The  object 
is  rather  to  save  life  and  limb  with  any  amount  of 
shortening,  than  to  produce  a  perfect  leg,  and 
the  extension  necessary  to  prevent  any  deformity 
might  produce  serious  or  even  fatal  irritation  at 
the  seat  of  fracture.    In  case   the  fracture  is 
oblique,  Dr.  McCall  thinks  that  the  fragments 
should  be  allowed  to  overlap  each  other  a  very 
little,  the  greater  amount  of  surface  for  the  depo- 

sition of  callus  more  than  compensating  for  the 
additional  deformity.    The  cases  seem  to  confirm 
the  correctness  of  these  views. 

I     Case  L— B.  H.  B.,  Co.  I,  2nd  Yi.  Vols.,  wounded 
at  Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  admitted  De- 

I  cember  18th,  splint  applied  December  20th.  Ball 
I  entered  outer  aspect  of  left  thigh  passed  directly 
!  inward  and  a  little  upward,  producing  fracture 
:  at  juncture  of  upper  and  middle  thirds  of  femur. 
'  Ball  lodged  among  the  adductor  muscles,  and  has 
j  not  yet  been  discovered  ;  whether  round  or  minie 

j  not  known. 
i  Throughout,  "every  symptom  favorable,  appetite 
\  good,  bowels  regular,  spirits  cheerful.  Pulse 

'  ranging  from  80  tg  95,  being  usually  somewhat 
!  accelerated  toward  evening,  when  slight  touches 
\  of  irritative  fever  would  be  apparent.  Wound 
i  discharging  perfectly  healthy  pus  from  the  be- 
;  ginning  ;  no  abscesses  or  burrowing  of  pus  in  any 
;  direction  ;  lodged  ball  created  no  irritation  ;  diet 

j  full,  generous,  with  whisky  or  porter ;  no  medicine 
j  except  a  Dover's  powder  occasionally  at  night. 
I  On  the  forty- ninth  day  from  receipt  of  wound, 
j  the  opening  was  completely  closed ;  union  was 
I  perfect,  the  patient  walking  about  the  hospital ; 
[  shortening  barely  three-fourths  of  an  inch  ;  no 
j  other  deformity. 
,  Case  II.— .L  S.  S.,  Co.-  K.,  132d  Pa.,  Vols., 
wounded  December  13th,  admitted  December  20th, 
splint  applied  December  30th.  Ball,  probably  a 
round  one,  entered  right. thigh  just  posterior  to 
trochanter  major,    passed  downward,  forward. 
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upper  and  middle  thirds.  The  ball  split  on  the 
bone  ;  about  a  third  of  it  passed  down  the  thigh 
on  its  outer  aspect  to  below  the  middle,  where  it 
was  extracted,  the  larger  portion  remaining  im- 

pacted ;  comminution  slight,  if  any. 
Symptoms  all  pretty  favorable  from  the  begin- 

ning ;  appetite  good,  bowels  regular,  pulse  rather 
high,  averaging  about  100,  with  a  slight  degree  of 
irritative  fever.  Discharge  healthy,  of  normal 
quantity ;  no  burrowing  of  matter,  nor  metastatic 
abscesses  anywhere.  A  very  slight  degree  of 
erysipelatous  inflammation  appeared  around  the 
wound  two  or  three  times,  but  it  quickly  subsided. 
Not  the  least  pain  felt  at  any  time. 

Treatment :  Full  diet,  whisky  punch,  with  iron 
and  quinine.  Tr.  ferri  chloridi  exhibited  while 
there  were  any  appearances  of  erysipelas  about  the 
wound. 

At  present,  March  8th,  union  is  complete,  and 
the  splint  is  discontinued.  The  wound  still  dis- 

charges slightly.  Shortening  about  one  and  three- 
quarter  inches. 

Case  III. — H.  H.,  Co.  A.,  8th  Ohio,  wounded  at 
Fredericksburg  December  13th,  admitted  Decem- 

ber 20th,  splint  applied  December  22d.  Ball 
entered  left  thigh  directly  in  front,  about  five 
inches  above  the  joint ;  passed  inward,  upward, 
backward,  emerging  just  Ibelow  and  internally  to 
insertion  of  gluteus  maximus,  fracturing  and 
comminuting  the  femur  at  very  nearly  its  middle. 

This  was  a  more  serious  injury  than  the  two 
preceding.  There  was  comminution  of  the  bone, 
several  pieces  presenting  and  being  removed.  Pus 
burrowed  some  distance  up  beneath  the  rectus 
muscle.  Discharge  at  first  somewhat  dark 
colored,  ichorous  and  oflfensive  ;  soon  however, 
becoming  more  healthy ;  appetite  rather  poor, 
with  considerable  diarrhoea.  Pulse  averaging 
rather  over  a  hundred  ;  considerable  hectic,  alter- 

nating with  chills ;  countenance  ,  anxious  and  pale  ; 
spirits  depressed ;  general  state  of  things  evi- 

dently tending  towards  pyaemia. 
Treatment  vigorously  tonic  and  stimulant, 

generous  diet,  with  whisky  or  porter,  and  iron 
and  quinine  in  wine ;  also  Tr.  ferri  chlor.  freely. 
Under  this  regimen  all  the  symptoms  became 
more  favorable ;  while  the  fracture  continued 
steadily  uniting.  At  present,  March  8th,  the 
wound  still  discharges  considerably,  and  it  has  not 
been  deemed  advisable  to  remove  the  splint ;  but 
the  favorable  termination  of  the  case  is  quite  cer- 

tain. The  shortening  is  only  about  one  and  three- 
quarter  inches. 

Case  IV.— P.  C,  Co.  C.  11th  Mass.  Vols. ; 
wounded  at  Bull  Run,  June  25th,  admitted  June 
29th,  splint  applied  July  12th.  Injury,  a  rpund 
ounce  ball  entered  outer  anterior  aspect  of  thigh 

five  and  half  inches  below  anterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  illium,  passed  inward,  upward, 
backward,  and  presented  about  an  inch  below  the 
anus,  where  it  was  cut  out.  It  produced  a  nearly 
direct,  more  or  less,  comminuted  fracture  of  lower 
part  of  upper  third  of  femur. 

Tfie  leg  was  exceedingly  painful  throughout. 
It  was  necessary  to  etherize  the  patient  to  apply 
the  splint ;  and  the  least  pressure  of  one  part  of 
the  bandage  more  than  another  produced  great 
pain.  The  discharge  was  very  profuse,  but  always 
perfectly  healthy. 

July  20th,  well  padded  pasteboard  splints  were 
applied  to  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  thigh,  and 
seemed  to  be  more  comfortable  than  the  simple 
bandages.  The  foramen  of  exit,  where  the  ball 
was  cut  out,  closed  in  two  weeks  ;  the  foramen  of 
entrance  did  not  close  until  the  last  week  in  No- 

vember, but  the  discharge  for  a  month  or  more 
was  very  slight,  perhaps  giv.  per  diem.  No  bur- 

rowing of  pus,  or  abscesses. 
Constitutional  symptoms  manifested  themselves 

chiefly  in  great  irritability  of  mind,  depression  of 
spirits,  and  restlessness.  No  hectic  of  any  conse- 

quence. Patient  had, five  or  six  quite  severe  at- 
tacks of  gravel,  which  induced  irritability,  dejec- 
tion, loss  of  appetite,  vomiting,  etc.,  and  greatly 

retarded  his  recovery.  The  most  constant  care 
and  watching  were  necessary. 

Treatment  throughout,  full  diet,  with  iron  and 
quinine,  varied  with  gentian  and  other  vegetable 
tonics.  Porter,  or  spirits  continually.  September 
20th,  medicines  discontinued  ;  same  diet  kept  up. 

Anterior  splint  taken  off  September  25th,  just 
three  months  after  wound.  The  knee  joint  was 
somewhat  stiffened ;  and  for  ten  dajs  patient  lay 
in  bed  with  the  posterior  pasteboard  splint  con- 

tinued while  passive  motion  entirely  prevented 
anchylosis  of  the  knee.  Able  to  go  about  October 
10th.  Shortening  of  limb  two  and  a  quarter  inches. 
Upper  fragment  forms  a  slight  prominence  forward 
and  outward.    Bony  union  perfect. 

Case  V.— a.  J.  W.,  Co.  D.,  20th  Indiana  Vols., 
wounded  at  Bull  Run,  June  25th,  1862 ;  lay 
twenty-four  hours  on  the  field.  Admitted  June 
29th  ;  anterior  splint  applied  July  12th  ;  posterior 
pasteboard  splint  applied  July  17th,  changed  for 
an  accurately  fitting  tin  splint  July  27th. 

Injury. — Ball  entered  two  inches  below  tuber 
ischii,  passed  forward,  outward,  and  little  down- 

ward, emerging  six  inches  below  the  anterior 
superior  spinous  process  of  illium,  in  a  line  drawn 
from  that  spine  to  the  outer  edge  of  patella.  It 
caused  compound,  considerably  comminuted  frac- 

ture of  lower  part  of  upper  third  of  femur.  It  was 
a  very  oblique  fracture,  the  extremity  of  the  upper 
fragment  at  least  three  inches  below  the  foramen 
of  exit. 
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In  this  case  both,  the  constitutional  and  local 
symptoms  were  more  severe  than  in  any  of  the 
others,  and  altogether  the  case  was  a  critical  one. 
The  discharge  was  profuse,  and  generally  rather 
sanious  than  laudable.  Four  abscesses  formed 

and  broke.  The  first,  August  1st,  near  the  fora- 
men of  entrance ;  the  second,  August  15th,  over 

the  trochanter  major;  the  third,  October  20th;  on 
the  outer  aspect  of  lower  third  of  thigh ;  the 

fourth,  November  4th,  just  below  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, between  the  sartorius  and  adductors.  The 

forming  of  each  of  these  abscesses  was  accom- 
panied with  great  pain  and  swelling  and  tender- 

ness of  the  parts ;  and  induced  serious  constitu- 
tional distut-bance,  chills  alternating  with  pyrexiae, 

etc.  The  discharge  was  thin  and  sanious.  Dis- 
charge from  the  original  foramina  was  very 

sensibly  diminished  about  the  middle  of  October. 
The  foramen  of  entrance  closed  about  November 
1st;  that  of  exit  about  three  weeks  later,  after 
having  crept  about  three  inches  above  its  original 
situation.  The  tumefaction  of  the  whole  leg  was 
all  along  considerable,  and  it  was  also  very  pain- 

ful ;  stiffening  of  the  knee  much  as  in  case  IV. 
Treatment  vigorously  tonic  and  stimulant,  much 

as  in  case  IV.  For  profuse  night  sweats  which 
occurred  during  the  whole  month  of  August, 
Ac.  sulph.  arom.,  gtt.  xv.  Appetite  pretty  good 
all  along,  and  bowels  regular. 

Anterior  splints  dispensed  with  September  25th. 
Bony  union  was  evident  by  the  middle  of  that 
month.  For  two  weeks  more  patient  confined  to 
bed  in  an  easy  position,  the  leg  well  supported  on 
pillows ;  and  passive  motion  of  the  somewhat 
stiffened  knee  joint  employed. 

Shortening  of  leg  two  and  a  quarter  inches 
Some  deformity  of  thigh,  from  projection  of  upper 
fragment  of  bone.  This  case  presents  a  good 
illustration  of  the  troublesome,  unhealthy  ab- 

scesses that  are  likely  to  occur,  the  perfect  exemp- 
tion from  which  of  the  four  other  cases  being 

somewhat  remarkable. 

»A  CASE  OF  PLACENTA  PBiEVIA. 

By  John  C.  Hupp,  M.  D., 
Of  Wheeling,  Va. 

On  Saturday,  March  7th,  1863,  I  was  called  at 

six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  see  Mrs.  V  ,  in  the  lat- 
ter period  of  her  seventh  pregnancy.  She  lacked 

fifteen  days  to  the  completion  of  her  term. 

About  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  while  in  the  act  of 
vomiting,  she  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the  back, 
which  gradually  disappeared  on  assuming  the 
recumbent  position. 

Near  the  hour  of  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  she  was 
seized  with  profuse  and  alarming  discharge  of 
blood  from  the  vagina. 

I  found  my  patient  with  a  weak,  small,  slow 
pulse  and  excited  mind ;  her  countenance  pale  and 
evincing  anxiety,  accompanied  with  restlessness. 
The  blood  was  still  flowing,  and  she  had  lost 
between  one  and  two  quarts,  which  quantity  was 
verified  by  the  number  of  saturated  cloths  and  the 
amount  of  coagula.  The  pillows  were  promptly 
removed ;  entreaties  made  as  to  quietude,  and  ex- 

hortations given  in  the  hope  of  allaying  fears  and 
inspiring  confidence,  when  at  length  the  rate  of 
the  flow  was  greatly  diminished. 

The  only  pain  as  yet  was  merely  an  uneasy  sen- 
sation in  the  back.  Upon  making  an  examination 

per  vaginam,  I  found  that  dilatation  had  com- 
menced, the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  were  ductile,  and 

the  orifice  of  the  womb  was  about  one  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter.  The  foetal  cranium  could  first  be 
felt,  but  had  not  yet  entered  the  superior  strait. 

During  the  examination  a  soft  mass  was  encoun- 
tered opposite  the  left  acetabulum,  which  proved 

to  be  a  coagulum  of  blood  of  considerable  firm- 
ness. 

I  inadvertently  removed  this  coagulum,  which 
served  as  a  barrier  to  the  haemorrhage,  and  the 
result  was  a  fresh  discharge  of  blood ;  but  the 
membranes  at  that  moment  becoming  tense,  meas- 

urably stanched  the  flow,  relieving  me  temporarily 
from  my  embarrassment.  Distinctly  feeling  the 
irregular  and  comparatively  firm  surface  of  the 
after-birth,  overwhelmed  me  with  the  conviction 
that  I  had  a  case  of  placenta  prsevia. 

The  fears  I  had  entertained  as  to  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  case  were  now  realized.  The  broken 

utero-placental  vessels  were  giving  free  outlet  to 
the  life's  blood  of  both  mother  and  child.  The 
pains  being  few  and  slight,  and  the  haemorrhage 
considerable,  what  was  to  be  done  in  this  untoward 
condition  of  affairs  ? 

To  avoid  the  impending  peril,  prompt  delivery 
seemed  to  be  the  only  alternative. 

In  this  crisis  of  anxiety  and  danger,  as  the  os 
uteri  was  dilatable,  ought  I  to  proceed  at  once  to 
deliver  by  version  ? 

Before  entering  upon  so  summary  a  process,  I 
resolved  on  rupturing  the  membranes  and  giving 
egress  to  the  liquor  amnii,  hoping  thereby  to  in- 

duce the  womb  to  condense  itself  and  become  in- 
vigorated with  a  proper  degree  of  energy,  whereby 

I  might  reasonably  expect  the  prompt  engagement 
of  the  head. 

Learning  that  Mrs.  V-^  's  previous  labors 
had  always  been  rapid  after  the  flowing  off  of  the 
water,  confirmed  me  in  the  execution  of  my  pur- 

pose. 
Having  ruptured  the  membranes,  my  expecta- 

tions were  not  disappointed. 
Coteraporaneously  with  the  flow  of  waters  was  a 

powerful  uterine  contraction,  evincing  uumistaka- 
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"bly  the  inauguration  of  the  parturient  process. 
This  was  followed  with  another  and  another  pain 
in  rapid  succession.  For  the  moment  I  was  anx- 

ious as  to  the  fate  of  the  child,  fearing  the  placenta 
might  be  forced  along  in  advance  of  the  now 
rapidly  engaging  head. 

Fortunately  I  was  not  doomed  to  experience  so 
untoward  an  event. 

With  the  extrusion  of  a  few  large  coagula,  the 
head  was  compelled  to  pass  speedily  into  the  exca- 

vation, and  serve  as  a  very  complete  and  satisfactory 
compress  to  the  open  mouths  of  the  ruptured  utero- 

placental vessels .  I  now  had  it  in  my  power  to 
administer  to  my  patient  the  consoling  language  of 
the  hope  of  a  speedy  and  safe  termination  of  her 
parturition. 

The  child  was  born  at  half  past  seven  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  terminating  the  labor  favorably  to  both 
mother  and  child. 

Remarks. — In  the  management  of  this  case,  I 
was  solemnly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
prompt  action. 

This  woman's  general  condition  and  conduct,  her 
pulse,  her  countenance,  the  presence  of  haemorr- 

hage and  the  absence  of  pains,  forced  upon  my 
mind  the  conviction  that  I  should,  without  delay, 
interfere. 

The  plan  adopted  seemed  to  have  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  a  favorable  result. 

Delay  would  have  certainly  caused  this  woman 
her  life. 

I,  however,  was  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that 
if  the  first  expedient  failed,  the  operation  of 
turning  would  be  much  more  difficult  after  the 
waters  were  evacuated.  When  positive  as  to  the 
true  character  of  this  case,  my  anxiety  as  to  its 
result,  was  intensified  by  the  vivid  recollections, 
that  possessed  my  mind,  of  two  other  cases,  in 
each  of  which  the  placenta  was  similarly  located  on 
the  cervis,  occurring  in  the  practice  of  neighboring 
physicians,  one  of  which  had  been  quite  recently 
under  my  observation. 

Called  upon  in  those  cases  as  an  additional 
medical  adviser,  in  each  case,  at  the  time  I  saw  it, 
the  last  pint  of  blood  was  being  exhausted  ! 

I  delivered  those  women  by  the  process  of  version, 

and  after  delivery  both  sank  and  died  from  the  efi'ects 
of  the  exhaustive  drain  that  had  in  each  been  pro- 

tracted for  many  hours. 
Hence,  I  conclude,  that  in  the  management  of 

every  case  of  placenta  prsevia,  early  and  prompt 
action  should  characterize  the  conduct  of  the 
accoucheur.  And  it  is  this  fact  that  I  have  de- 

sired to  record. 
Those  women  had  both  gone  to  the  completion  of 

their  respective  terms,  and  the  child  of  one  of 
them  was  born  alive  and  did  well.  In  seven  hun- 

dred and  twenty- nine  labors  which  have  been  under 

my  care,  three  cases  of  placenta  praevia  have 
occurred,  equal  to  one  case  in  two  hundred  and 
forty- three  labors. 

A  CASE  OF  BUIiLET  WOUND  THROUGH 
THE  LUNG  AND  HEAKT. 

By  A.  G.  Walter,  M.  D. 
Of  Pittiburg,  Pa. 

Gunshot  wounds  of  the  heart,  the  missile  lodg- 
ing in  its  walls  or  penetrating  its  cavities,  have 

been  known  to  exceptionally  recover,  while  those 
passing  entirely  through  its  substance  are  almost 
immediately  fatal.  The  narration  of  the  subjoined 
case,  considering  the  absence  of  symptoms  indi- 

cative of  grave  injury  of  the  heart,  and  the  length 
of  time— 5  b  hours — from  the  infliction  of  the  wound 
to  its  fatal  termination,  will  not  be  without 
interest. 

0.  F.,  of  this  city,  aged  nineteen  years,  of  good 
health,  though  tender  constitution,  was  acci- 

dentally shot  in  the  year  1856,  in  the  left  side 
of  the  abdomen  by  a  slug,  which  entering  four 
inches  below  and  to  the  outside  of  the  left  nipple, 
about  one  inch  below  the  level  of  and  five  inches 

outward  from  the  processus  ensiformis,  and  pass- 
ing in  an  oblique  and  backward  direction  through 

the  lower  ribs  toward  the  spine,  had  not  been 
extracted.  His  recovery  was  painful,  slow,  yet 

perfect,  after  some  months'  confinement. 
On  December  10th,  1862,  he  was  again  wounded 

by  accident  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest  by  a  small 
minie  ball  fired  from  a  revolving  pistol.  The  ball 
entered  one  inch  to  the  outside,  and  one  inch 
above  the  left  nipple  and  four  and  a  half  inches 
from  the  median  line  of  the  sternum  through 
the  body  of  the  fourth  rib  in  an  oblique  direc- 

tion from  above,  downward  and  backward  into 
the  interior  of  the  thorax.  The  wound  having 
been  received  near  my  office,  the  patient  hastened 
to  it,  supported  under  the  arms  by  some  friends, 
yet  staggering  and  unable  to  stand  without 
assistance.  His  face  was  pale,  the  skin  cool, 
his  breathing  natural  and  the  pulse  feeble  and 
frequent.  Threatened  syncope  was  prevented  by 
placing  him  in  the  recumbent  posture.  There 
was  found  a  small  ragged  wound,  barely  admit- 
ing  a  common  sized  catheter,  in  the  left  chest,  a 
few  drops  of  blood  only  having  escaped  from  it. 
Percussion  and  auscultation  in  front  of  the  thorax 
revealed  normal  respiration,  but  posteriorly  in  the 
left  side  there  was  dulness  and  entire  absence  of 
respiratory  murmur. 

Having  been  removed  to  his  home  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, he  soon  complained  of  chilliness  and  pain 

about  the  wound,  which  was  increased  by  deep  ia- 
spiration  and  coughing.  His  respiration  too  became 
laborious,  accelerated  and  more  painful,  the  alse 
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nasi  widely  separating  at  each  respiratory  act.  His 
pulse  was  still  small  and  frequent,  its  frequency  to 
that  of  respiration  being  three  to  one,  the  action  of 
the  heart  normal.  Effusion  of  blood  into  the  left 
pleura  being  present,  and  increasing,  as  indicated 
by  the  ansemic  features,  chillness  of  surface,  feeble 
pulse  and  laborious  breathing  with  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  wound  and  lower  ribs,  it  was  con- 

sidered desirable^in  order  to  arrest  the  increasing 
internal  bleeding,  to  maintain  a  low  state  of  the  cir- 

culation by  the  avoidance  of  all  internal  stimula- 
tion, which  the  prostrated  condition  of  the  patient 

otherwise  would  have  demanded.  But  relief  to  [ 
the  oppressed  breathing  from  the  accumulated 
extravasated  blood  being  imperative,  a  free  valvu- 

lar incision  of  about  one  inch  was  made  into  the 
wound  through  dermis  intercostal  muscles  and 
pleura  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  fractured  rib  for  its 
discharge,  the  body  of  the  patient  being  inclined 
toward  the  injured  side.  The  wound  was  then 
left  open,  yet  protected  by  water  dressings.  Ve- 

nous blood  and  air  soon  began  to  flow  from  the 
wound  with  decided  relief  to  the  embarrassed 
respiration.  Liq.  ammon.  acet.  with  acet.  morph. 
were  freely  given  as  tranquilizers.  Ice  in 
bladders  was  laid  upon  the  left  thorax,  its  front 
and  side,  revulsive  sinapisms  and  artificial  warmth 
to  the  extremities  were  assiduously  applied, 
and  the  strictest  quietude  of  mind  and  body  of 
the  patient  insisted  upon.  There  was  no  sleep 
during  the  night,  notwithstanding  the  liberal  use 
of  the  morphia ;  vomiting  set  in  several  times, 
during  which  dark  fluid  blood  was  seen  to  issue 
from  the  wound  in  considerable  quantity. 

Next  morning  the  patient's  pulse  was  somewhat 
fuller,  yet  frequent,  reaction  appearing  to  arise ; 
he  felt  more  comfortable,  yet  complained  of  great 
pain  in  front  of  left  side  of  chest,  respiration  being 
still  laborious  with  heaving  of  the  nostrils,  thirst, 

great  and  frequent  eructation  of  wind.  Hearts' 
action  normal  in  rhythm  and  force.  There  was  no 
restlesness,  no  anguish,  no  irregular  and  intermit- 

ting pulse,  no  cold  sweats  and  cold  limbs.  Con- 
vinced that  the  maintenance  of  the  vita  minima  in 

penetrating  wounds  of  the  thorax  offers  the  best 
chance  of  recovery,  and  as  reaction  appeared  to  ap- 

proach, blood  was  taken  from  the  left  arm  to  the 
extent  of  three  pints,  with  great  relief  of  pain  and 
with  improvement  of  respiration.  External  and 
internal  antiphlogistics  were  continued  with  the 
application  of  leeches  around  the  wound,  the  po- 

sition upon  the  injured  side  not  having  been 
changed.  He  began  to  doze  a  good  deal,  vomited 
once,  but  had  no  cough,  pulse  remained  frequent 
yet  not  weak  ;  respiration  short  with  moving  of 
nostrils,  no  more  bleeding  from  the  wound,  pain 
in  front  of  left  chest  moderate,  respiratory  mur- 

mur still  clear  over  the  front  of  the  injured  part  of 

the  thorax,  thirst  less  urgent. .  On  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  the  patient  admitted  of  having  slept  a 
good  deal  better  during  the  night,  and  of  feeling 
refreshed.  Respiration  easier,  not  as  laborious, 
less  short  and  quick,  the  alse  nasi  not  being  as 
much  distended ;  pulse  120  in  a  minute  and 
weak  ;  face  pale  and  features  sharpened.  Vomited 
several  times  and  coughed  up  some  dark  colored 
retained  blood  ;  venous  blood,  too,  flowing  from 
the  wound  in  small  quanties.  He  is  more  thirsty 
again,  though  tongue  moist,  complains  less  of  pain 
in  the  chest,  but  numbness  of  both  arms  and 

[  hands.  External  antiphlogistics  were  continued  ; 
internally  carb.  ammon.  with  anodynes  were 
prescribed,  with,  however,  faint  hopes  of  ultimate 
success.  Toward  evening  he  became  delirious 
and  restless,  and  vomited  frequently,  pulse  began 
to  sink  and  fail  at  the  wrist,  face  bathed  in  perspi- 

ration, hands  cold,  respiration  quick  and  short 
with  moaning,  abdomen  slightly  tympanitic,  yet 
heart  and  carotid  still  acting.  Coma  soon  set  in, 
and  death  took  place  fifty-six  hours  from  the  re- 

ceipt of  the  injury. 
Result  of  the  post-^nortem  examination  nine 

hours  after  death  : — Rigor  mortis  and  coldness  of 
limbs  ;  chest  yet  warm.  On  opening  the  thorax, 
the  diaphragm  was  seen  forced  up  into  its  cavity 
by  the  inflated  intestines.  The  wound  of  the  ex- 

terior of  the  left  side  of  the  chest  was  found  con- 
tinued into  the  left  pleura  through  the  body  of 

the  fourth  rib,  which  had  been  shattered  in  its 
centre  by  the  bullet,  some  small  bony  splinters 
being  deposited  upon  the  front  of  the  left  lung. 
The  left  pleura  was  filled  with  a  great  quantity  Of 
fluid  dark-colored  blood  occupying  its  posterior 
part,  and  amounting  to  nearly  two  quarts,  the  lungs 
being  pushed  forward  and  inward  toward  the 
mediastinum.  On  the  removal  of  the  extravasated 
blood,  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  about  one  and 
a  half  inches  from  its  lower  border  was  found 
pierced  by  the  ball,  which  thence  had  entered  the 
pericardium.  In  this,  too,  a  great  quantity  of 
liquid  effused  blood  was  collected,  distending  it  to 
its  utmost.  The  ball  then  had  passed  into  the  left 
ventricle  through  its  anterior  wall  near  the  base 
and  out  of  it  posteriorly  by  an  opening  about  one 
inch  below  its  entrance.  Thence  it  had  perforated 
the  posterior  face  of  the  pericardium  and  entering 
the  left  pleural  sac  again  found  its  resting  place 
upon  the  front  of  the  seventh  dorsal  vertebra, 
burying  itself  behind  the  pleura  in  the  space  be- 

tween the  two  pleural  sacs,  which  meet  in  front  of 
the  vertebrse.  The  left  lung  was  found  congested 
and  greatly  atrophied,  adhering  in  front  and  at 
the  side  to  the  pleura  costalis  by  strong  adhesions 
for  a  considerable  space,  the  result  of  inflammatory 
action  following  the  traumatic  injury  which  he 
had  received  some  years  ago.    There  was  some 
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being,  however,  healthy.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  ball  in  its  destructive  passage  had,  after 
entering  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  taken  an 
oblique  direction  from  above,  forward,  and  out- 

ward, slightly  down,  inward  and  backward  toward 
the  median  line  of  the  body. 

Reviewing  the  history  of  the  case,  the  signs  of 
the  thoracic  lesion,  which  were  not  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  the  injury,  and  the  result  of  the 
post-mortem  examination,  it  will  be  admitted, 
that  the  protraction  of  life  of  the  unfortunate 
youth  under  these  circumstances  was  unique  and 
remarkable,  the  records  of  surgery  not  having 
offered  a  similar  case  to  the  present.  As  symptoms 
of  injury  of  the  heart  had  not  been  observed  and 
even  those  of  a  wound  of  the  lung  were  not  well 
marked,  pleuritic  bloody  effusion  alone  being  the 
prominent  feature,  the  case  at  first  did  not  appear 
hopeless,  till  delirium  set  in,  sinking  of  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist  took  place  and  coma  supervened. 
Death  having  thus  been  stayed  for  fifty-six  hours, 

where  injuries  usually,  inevitably  and  almost  im- 
mediately fatal  were  found  to  exist,  it  may  not  be 

presumptuous  to  claim  that  the  treatment  insti- 
tuted for  the  preservation  of  life  had  to  some  ex- 

tent at  least,  been  the  means  of  delaying  the  fatal 
issue.  The  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  having  been 
wounded  by  a  double  opening,  it  could  not  fail, 
that  blood  was  forced  by  every  pulsation  into  the 
pericardium  and  from  thence  into  the  left  pleura. 
Accumulating  here  and  filling  both  cavities,  those 
of  the  pleura  and  pericardium  to  their  utmost,  it  soon 
would  have  annihilated  by  mechanical  pressure 
the  action  of  the  heart  if  free  vent  had  not  been 
given  by  enlarging  the  wound  in  the  chest  for  the 
blood  to  escape,  thus  preventing  paralysis  of 
the  heart  and  with  it  speedy  death.  The  small- 
ness,  too,  of  the  wounds  in  the  heart,  allowing  but 
a  small  stream  of  blood  to  effuse  into  the  cavities, 
prevented  that  sudden  termination,  which,  under 
similar  circumstances  with  a  large  heart  wound 
would  have  followed.  Venesection  next,  which 
was  practised  with  the  view  of  maintaining  the 
vis  vitse  minima  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
closure  of  the  wound  by  plasma,  must  be  con- 

sidered as  having  assisted  in  procrastinating  the 
fatal  result. 
Though  death  in  this  case  was  not  owing, 

as  usual,  to  mechanical  pressure  and  paralysis  of 
the  heart  from  the  accumulated  blood  in  pleura 

and  pericardium  fthe  heart's  action  and  that  of 
the  carotids  having  been  observed  to  continue 
almost  to  the  last  after  failure  of  the  pulse  at  the 
wrist),  but  to  inanition,  the  result  of  a  double 
wound  of  the  heart,  through  which  blood  was 
pumped  out  with  every  beat  into  the  cavity  of  the 
chest,  thus  draining  the  system  of  the  main  stimu- 

lus of  its  existence.  Still,  the  treatment  by  freely 
enlarging  the  original  wound,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  agonizing  oppression  and  to  avert  the  com- 

pression and  with  it  paralysis  of  the  heart,  and  by 
venesection  and  antiphlogistics  to  assist  nature  in 
closing  the  wound  by  plastic  deposit  must  remain 
the  only  judicious  and  tenable  one  left  with  the 
surgeon  in  injuries  of  such  magnitude  and  danger. 
If  allowing  the  blood  to  accumulate  in  the  pericar- 

dium and  the  pleura  without  giving  exit  to  it  out- 
wardly, is  known  to  be  followed  by  speedy  and 

almost  instantaneous  death  in  gunshot  wounds  of 
the  heart  penetrating  its  substance,  the  issue  of 
the  present  case  will  afford  ample  evidence  of  the 
soundness  of  the  practice,  by  which  distress  and 
agony,  the  inevitable  consequences  of  such  grave 
injuries,  may  be  prevented,  and  life  at  least  pro- 

tracted— a  duty  not  only  pleasing  and  gratifying 
to  the  guardian  of  health  and  life,  but  also  as  im- 

perative on  him  as  that  of  healing  and  restoring. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital, 

January  3IJ/,  1863. 
Clinical  Service  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 

Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  fi^ood,  Reiident  Physician. 
Irritability  of  Stomach. 

1.  The  first  case  presented,  was  J.  H.,  age  32, 
native  of  Ireland.  She  had  been  drinking  very  hard 
for  three  weeks.  Had  been  under  treatment  for  three 
days.  Her  tongue  was  considerably  coated.  She 
had,  when  she  first  came  in,  slight  f^ver.  Was 
troubled  with  incessant  vomiting.  There  was  some 
tenderness  in  the  epigastrium.  She  had  been  treated 
with  Acid,  hydrocyan.  one  drop  every  other  hour, 
and  Hydrarg.  chl.  mit.  gr.  one  eighth  every  three  hours 
with  lime-water  and  milk,  and  small  pieces  of  ice. 
Her  diet  was  lio:ht  and  nutritious.  It  was  remarked, 
that  the  conclusion  which  had  been  arrived  at  in  this 
case  was,  that  the  mucous  coat  was  slightly  inflamed, 
and  that  the  vomiting  was  not  from  mere  irritability. 
In  the  latter  condition  the  tongue  is  not  at  all  coated, 
and  no  fever  nor  epigastric  tenderness  are  present.^ 
In  gastritis,  however  severe,  the  fever  seldom  rises 
very  high.  As  to  the  treatment,  the  ice  satisfies 
thirst  and  the  cold  acts  directly  as  a  sedative.  As  a 
remedy  for  emesis  dependent  on  inflammation  hy- drocvanic  acid  is  very  serviceable.  In  such  cases  the 
mineral  acids  are  too" irritant.  They  are  alone  admis- sible when  the  coats  are  not  diseased. 

2.  The  second  case  was  A.  H.  Been  in  the  house 
six  months,  was  treated  for  dropsy  sometime  since 
and  cured.  He  has  not  been  under  treatment  for 
a  long  time,  but  acting  as  an  assistant  nurse.  A 
day  or  two  since  he  commenced  to  vomit  and  is  now 
greatly  troubled  with  it.  At  the  examination  before 
the  class  it  was  remarked— There  is  no  febrile  dis- 

turbance or  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium.  The  liver 
is  not  enlarged.  There  is  some  very  slight  ascites. 
The  lungs  are  normal  excepting  some  slight  bron- chitis.  The  heart  is  free  from  disease.   The  absence 
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of  fever,  tenderness  and  foul  tongue  indicate  that 
there  is  here  merely  gastric  irritability.  The  slight 
dropsy  present  is  not  local,  it  is  universal.  When 
dropsy  is  so  general  the  inference  is,  that  it  is  owing 
either  to  change  in  the  blood  or  to  disease  of  kidneys^ 
The  stomach  symptoms  here  will  best  be  relieved  by 
Blight  purgation  and  mineral  acids.  This  man  will 
be  ordered  four  drops  of  aromatic  sulphuric  acid  in 
a  drachm  of  brandy  every  hour.  This  should  be  j 
given  iced.  Counter  irritation  must  be  kept  up  over 
the  stomach. 

Partial  Paralysis  from  Softening  of  the  Brain. 

The  next  case  was  G.  H-.,  age  24.  Been  in  the 
house  for  several  months.  He  was  treated  some 
time  since  and  cured  of  rheumatism.  Since  then  he 
has  been  pretty  well  occupying  the  post  of  assistant 
nurse  in  the  wards.  He  has,  however,  been  subject 
to  attacks  of  trembling  or  rather  shaking  in  his  right 
leg  so  severe  as  to  prevent  him  from  walking,  and 
indeed,  sometimes  from  standing.  These  occurred 
more  especially  when  he  was  excited  by  anything. 
They  were  on  the  increase  until  Monday  last.  Tues- 

day morning  when  he  awoke  he  found  that  he  had 
almost  entirely  lost  the  power  over  his  right  arm  and 
leg.  You  will  notice  here,  that  this  man  apparently 
in  good  health,  woke  up  one  morning  and  found  that 
he  was  partially  paralysed.  He  was  not  stricken 
down  suddenly  whilst  conscious,  but  the  misfortune 
happened  at  some  unknown  period  whilst  sleeping. 
He  has  still  some  little  power  in  the  muscles  of  his 
arm,  although  the  function  of  voluntary  motion  is 
almost  entirely  lost.  He  can  still  walk  with  aid,  but 
his  leg  drags  very  much  and  the  effort  causes  it  to 
shake  greatly.  Sensation  is  not  impaired  either  in 
the  upper  or  lower  extremity.  Now,  what  is  the 
cause  of  this  partial  paralysis  1  In  the  first  place  the 
heart,  liver  and  kidneys  must  be  interrogated,  to  see 
if  they  can  answer  this.  His  heart  is  not  organically 
diseased.  The  absence  of  dropsy  makes  it  probable 
that  the  kidneys  are  not  at  fault.  The  examination 
of  the  urine  proves  this.  There  is  no  enlargement 
of  the  liver  and  no  icterode  conjunctiva. 

The  symptoms  then,  must  be  purely  nervous  and 
arise  in  the  nervous  system.  Examine  his  history. 
He  has  had  for  a  long  time  obscure  pains  in  his 
limbs  with  loss  of  power  over  the  muscles — signs  of 
defective  innervation  and  pointing  to  some  gradual 
change  slowly  progressing  in  the  cerebro  spinal  axis. 
He  further  states  that  his  memory  has  become  im- 

paired within  a  few  months.  This,  with  the  existence 
of  para-  and  not  hemiplegia,  shows  that  the  brain 
is  the  seat  of  the  disorder.  The  partial  paralysis 
is  then  merely  the  first  very  decided  symptom  of  a 
chronic  alteration  that  has  been  long  going  on.  What 
is  the  probable  nature  of  this  change  ?  It  is  white 
softening.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  paralysis, 
the  giving  way  of  the  nerve  fibres.  At  what  part  of 
the  brain  has  this  happened  ?  Physiology  teaches 
us  that  the  corpora  striata  is  the  cerebral  ganglion 
that  influences  voluntary  motion  ;  therefore,  as  there 
is  here  no  loss  of  sensibility,  in  that  ganglion  or  its 
neighborhood  must  be  the  seat  of  the  accident.  But 
the  question  may  arise  why  is  this  not  a  case  of  the 
giving  way  of  a  cerebral  blood  vessel,  and  the  con- 

sequent formation  of  a  clot  ?  Because  the  paralysis 
is  too  incomplete.  If  this  had  happened  he  would 
not  have  any  power  over  his  muscles  at  all,  besides 
the  non-suddenness  of  the  attack  and  the  previous 
history  negative  this.  Further,  it  may  be  asked,  is 
not  this  paralysis  merely  functional  ?  No  !  Func- 

tional loss  of  power  coexists  on  both  sides  of  the 
body.  The  treatment  in  this  case  will  be  as  follows  : 
Keep  the  patient  perfectly  quiet.  Apply  counter- 
irritation  to  the  back  of  the  neck.  See  that  his 
bowels  are  freely  opened  once  or  twice  daily.  And 
administer  cod  liver  oil  and  tonics.  | 
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Complete  Paralysis  from  Effusion  on  the  Brain. 
The  next  case  was  B.  W.,  native  of  Ireland,  age 

46  years.  He  entered  the  medical  wards  yesterday. 
A  week  ago  whilst  engaged  in  breaking  stones  he 
suddenly  fell  down  unconscious.  Since  then  he  has 
been  completely  paralyzed  on  one  side.  Before  enter- 

ing this  house  some  one  gave  him  mercury  freely  and 
he^is  now  badly  ptyalized. It  was  remarked  that  his  gums  are  red  and  spongy 
and  his  breath  loaded  with  the  peculiar  fetor  pathog- 

nomonic of  salivation.  There  is  here  complete  paraly- 
sis on  the  right  side.  The  power  of  speech  is  impaired. 

The  mouth  is  drawn  to  one  side.  The  arm  and  leg 
lie  entirely  from  under  the  man's  control.  Sensibility 
is,  also,  very  much  impaired.  Everything  shows 
how  complete  is  the  paralysis.  The  history  informs 
us  that  this  wreck  was  the  work  of  a  moment.  Here 
then  is  a  case  dependent,  as  was  the  last,  on  a  brain 
lesion.  The  cause,  is  rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  and 
the  effusion  of  blood  ?  Why  is  this  diagnosticated  ? 
Because  of  first,  the  absence  of  previous  nervous 
symptoms  and  the  great  suddenness  of  the  attack. 
Secondly  from  the  completeness  of  the  paralysis.  It 
must  be  owing  to  either  a  clot  or  very  extensive 
softening.  If  the  latter  was  the  cause  the  man  would 
not  have  been  able  to  pursue  his  avocation  up  to  the 
time  of  the  paralytic  stroke.  His  muscles  are  rigid, 
and  strongly  contracted,  the  flexors  bending  the  fingers 
on  the  palm.  This  shows  that  there  is  still  consider- 

able irritation  of  the  brain.  This  rigidity  in  recent 
paralysis  has  often  to  be  attended  to,  lest  it  should 
become  permanent.  Mercury  was  freely  given  before 
he  entered  the  hospital.  That  was  right  enough, 
but  it  should  hardly  have  been  pushed  so  far.  Imme- 

diately after  he  was  first  stricken  down  the  lancet 
was  probably  indicated.  But  to  bleed  him  now, 
would  be  very  bad  practice.  To  remove  or  alleviate 
the  irritation  of  the  brain  he  shall  be  freely  purged 
with  the  following  pills  : — 

R.    Extr.  colocynth.  comp.  gr.  iv. 
Podophylin,  gr.  s«. 
Gamboge,  gr.  ij.  M. 

Et  ft.  mass,  in  pil.  ij.  div. 
Sig.  Take  both  at  bed  time. 

Blisters  to  the  back  of  the  neck  are  the  classical 
remedy  in  almost  all  brain  troubles.    He  shall  have them. 

The  rigidity  of  the  muscles  must  be  counteracted 
by  forcible  extension  by  the  nurse. 

Medical  Secrecy. 
The  Medical  Societies  of  Paris  are  at  present  exer- 

cised in  regard  to  the  question,  whether  a  physician 
when  consulted  with  regard  to  the  health  of  a  patient 
in  reference  to  marriage,  should  refuse  to  give  any 
information?  The  societies  of  the  eighth  and  ninth 
arrondissements  have  decided  as  to  the  obligation  of 
secrecy  ;  while  the  society  of  the  seventh  arrondisse- 
ment  has  declared,  that  while  in  general,  the  above 
rule  is  correct,  there  are  also  circumstances  in  which 
the  dictates  of  conscience  are  above  the  law.  This 
last  seems  to  us  to  be  a  dangerous  decision,  and  one 
which  might  lead  to  great  abuses. 
Knowledge  gained  by  a  physician  in  his  profes- 

sional capacity  should  be  deemed  sacred,  and  not  to 
be  divulged  under  any  circumstances.  It  is  very 
questionable  whether  it  be  safe  to  make  any  excep- 

tions to  this  rule,  and  if  any  be  made,  they  must  be 
extremely  rare. — Med.  News  and  Lib. 

Medical  Journals  Discontinued. 
The  British  American  Medical  Journal,  published 

at  Montreal,  and  the  American  Medical  Monthln,  pub- 
I  lished  in  New  York,  two  of  our  best  exchanges, 
j  wound  up  their  issues  with  the  close  of  the  year 

I  1862. 
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Editorial  Department. 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MAT  2,  1863. 

THE  TENTH  VOLUME. 

With  this  issue  we  begin  the  Tenth  Volume  of 
the  Medical  and  Suegical  Repoetee.  It  will  be 

observed  that  we  have  omitted  the  month  of  April 
entirely,  and  begin  the  volume  with  Maj.  This 
course  was  necessitated,  to  enable  us  to  carry  out 
new  plans,  which  we  had  to  adopt  in  consequence 
of  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  publication.  In- 

stead of  increasing  our  subscription  price  as  the 
newspapers  have  done,  we  have  diminished  the 
number  of  pages  somewhat— but  by  the  use  of  new 
type,  and  by  increasing  the  size  of  the  page,  we 
have  added  about  one-sixth  the  amount  of  reading 
matter  to  an  equivalent  number  of  pages  pub- 

lished. We  are  thus  enabled  to  reduce  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  required,  while  we  give  very  little 

less  reading  matter  than  formerly.  We  propose 
to  run  this  volume  through  the  year  and  have  the 
volumes  begin  after  1864,  with  January  and  July. 

There  will  be  no  confusion  in  accounts  with 

subscribers,  as  the  numbers  will  run  on  regularly, 
and  each  paid  subscriber  is  credited  by  the  whole 
numbers,  and  not  by  date  or  volume. 
We  also  resume  the  weekly  issues,  which  were 

suspended  last  November,  in  consequence  of  the 
greatly  increased  cost  of  paper.  This  difficulty 
is  not  yet  removed,  by  any  means,  as  paper  con- 

tinues to  be  sold  at  about  double  the  rates  of  a 

year  ago.  Still,  the  tendency  is  to  a  reduction  of 
price,  and  we  resume  the  weekly  issues. — 1st.  In 
the  belief  that  there  will  soon  be  a  material  dimi- 

nution in  the  cost  of  paper,  and  2d.  In  the  hope 
that  subscribers  by  the  prompt  renewal  of  sub- 

scriptions will  enable  us  to  continue  to  issue  the 

Repoeter  weekly,  even  if  the  price  of  paper 
should  remain  stationary.  We  have  subscribers 
enough  to  enable  us  to  do  this,  even  without  the 

addition  of  new  ones.  Promptitude,  therefore,  in 
remitting  subscription  money,  and  a  little  effort  to 
extend  the  circulation  of  the  Repoeter  will  react 

favorably  on  the  enterprise,  and  be  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  subscribers,  and  the  profession. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  newspapers  have 

added  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent,  to  their 
subscription  price,  while  our  price  continues  the 
same  as  when  paper  was  but  half  its  present  cost 

— in  other  words,  a  difference  to  us  of  more  than 

$3,000  a  year! 
We  need  promptitude  and  cooperation  on  the 

part  of  subscribers.  Hitherto,  there  has  been  little 
to  complain  of  on  this  score,  and  we  feel  confident 
that  there  will  not  be  in  the  future. 

THE  EEPOKTER 

For  Country  Physicians. 

It  has  always  been  our  aim  to  make  the  Rs- 
poetee  a  practical  journal  to  the  profession,  with 

a  special  eye  to  the  wants  of  the  country  practitioner. 
For  this  reason  we  have  preferred  to  detail  the 
experience  of  the  country  physician  rather  than 

give  lengthened  theoretic  essays,  which  are  often 
written  by  men  of  no  practical  experience  what- 

ever. Clinical  experience  whether  by  the  country 

or  the  city  practitioner,  we  always  welcome  to  our 

columns,  where  it  is  read  with  avidity,  and  pro- 
fited by,  by  thousands  who  read  our  pages. 

An  intelligent  correspondent,  himself  an  author, 
and  weU  acquainted  with  the  periodical  literature 

of  this  and  other  countries,  writes  — "  Perhaps 
there  is  not  a  medical  journal  published  in  the 

world,  that  is  more  valuable  to  the  country  physi- 
cian than  yours.  The  reason  for  this,  is  to  be 

found  in  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  articles 

published  in  it  are  written  by  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  a  country  practice,  and  they  see  diseases 

under  a  different  phase  from  those  who  practice  in 

large  cities,  and  the  treatment  that  may  be  useful 

in  town,  may  be  entirely  abortive  in  the  country." 
There  is  some  truth  in  the  latter  remark,  -for  the 

country  practitioner  undoubtedly  sees  disease  in 
much  simpler  forms  than  are  generally  seen  in 
cities.  The  various  infiuences  that  are  exerted  on 

disease  in  cities,  tend  to  give  an  asthenic  form  to 
most  maladies,  which  must  be  taken  into  account 
in  the  treatment.  Hence,  the  heroic  practice  of 

the  country  practitioner  sometimes  surprises  the 

city  physician. 
It  is  our  endeavor  also  to  serve  the  country 

physician,  by  filling  his  orders  for  surgical  instru- 
ments, drugs,  books,  etc.,  etc.,  without  cost  to 

him.    In  most  cities  this  is  a  separate  business, 
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and  commissions  are  charged  hy  the  party  who 
attends  to  it. 

The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  vaccine  matter. 

Within  the  past  few  months  we  have  accommo- 
dated hundreds  of  physicians  with  a  supply  of  this 

indispensable  material  without  cost,  except  for 
postage,  and  a  return  supply  to  enable  us  to 
famish  others.  It  has  been  the  custom  to 

charge  physicians  one  dollar  for  a  supply.  Let  it 
be  understood  that  we  serve  the  profession. 

PHILADELPHIA  IN  1862. 

The  Mayor's  Message  to  Councils  contains  the 
following  items  of  interest  to  the  profession  in  re- 

gard to  the  condition  of  Philadelphia  in  1862. 
The  city  contains  upward  of  94,000  dwelling 

houses.  The  population,  according  to  the  census 
of  1860,  was  568,034.  This  gives  a  population  of 
only  6.02  to  a  dwelling  house.  We  doubt  whether 
there  is  another  city  in  the  world  that  can  show 

so  favorable  a  result  in  respect  to  the  diflfusion  of 

population.  There  are  very  few  "tenant  houses" 
to  be  found  in  Philadelphia,  such  as  are  common 
in  most  large  cities,  where  scores  of  families  are 

sometimes  crowded  together,  and  filth,  vermin, 
disease,  and  thrift] essness  abound. 

The  Mayor  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of 
seeking  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  in- 

habitants of  this  city  from  some  other  source  than 

the  present  supply — the  Schuylkill.  The  increase 
of  sources  of  impurity  that  find  their  way  into  that 
stream  makes  it  important  that  some  means  be 
adopted  to  furnish  a  supply  of  purer  water. 
We  have  just  received  the  report  of  the  Health 

officer,  and  extract  from  it  the  following : 

Excluding  the  deaths  in  the  military  hospitals 
the  mortality  of  the  city  was  one  in  forty-three  or 
2.32  per  cent.  The  absence  of  over  fifty  thousand 

volunteers  from  the  city,  of  course,  has  a  tendency 
to  somewhat  reduce  the  per  centage  of  mortality. 

The  births  during  the  year  were  14,741,  being 

2,530  less  that  the  preceding  year.  This  difi'er- 
ence  is,  of  course,  attributable  to  the  existing  state 
of  war,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  male  population. 

The  marriages  were  4,662,  being  245  more  than 
during  the  preceding  year.    This  under  the  cir- 

cumstances, would  indicate  a  very  fair  degree  of  ing  themselves  for  the  realities  of  the  life  of  a  sur- 

prosperity,  more,  perhaps,  than  was  to  be  looked 
for. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  reported  by  the  city 

vaccine  physicians  was  4,026.  The  provisional 

municipal  hospital  for  small-pox  patients  was 
closed  in  Septeniber.  During  the  eight  months  it 

was  open,  137  cases  of  that  disease  were  admitted. 
The  necessity  of  erecting  a  municipal  hospital  for 

contagious  diseases  is  strongly  urged  upon  the 
attention  of  Councils.  It  is  very  singular  that  so 

large  a  city  as  Philadelphia  should  be  destitute  of 

any  place  of  refuge  for  those  who  are  ill  with  con- 
tagious disorders.  The  matter,  however,  is  now 

receiving  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  a  place  will  be  provided  before 
any  evil  results  to  the  city  for  the  want  of  such  a 
hospital. 

PHILADELPHIA  SCHOOL  OP  AK"ATOMY. 
A  Change. 

The  Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy,  almost  as 

extensively  known  as  the  Medical  Colleges  of 

Philadelphia,  we  notice  by  a  recent  announce- 
ment, has  passed  into  the  management  of  Dr. 

James  E.  Gtaeretson,  a  gentleman  of  much  promise, 
who  for  some  time  has  been  attached  to  the  School 

as  demonstrator,  and  who  will  bring  to  this  spe- 
cialty an  energy,  intelligence,  and  practical  ability, 

which  must  command  success. 

The  classes  drawn  to  this  School  to  hear  the 

anatomical  lectures  of  Dr.  Agnew  were  extraordi- 

nary, numbering  at  one  time  255,  certainly  the 

largest  private  class  ever  assembled  in  this  country 

or  abroad.  The  secret  of  Dr.  Agnew's  remarkable 
success,  consisted  in  his  aptness  to  teach,  and  in 

his  popular  bearing  toward  his  pupils.  His  attain- 
ments are  of  the  first  order,  and  pupils  can  see 

when  he  is  lecturing  that  he  is  perfectly  familiar 
with  his  subject,  and  knows  what  he  is  teaching. 
His  clinical  instruction  at  the  hospitals  has,  for 

these  reasons,  always  been  very  popular  and  in- 
structive. Dr.  Agnew  is  one  of  the  best  clinical 

teachers  in  Philadelphia. 

Adjoining  the  Anatomical  rooms  is  a  building 

appropriated  to  teaching  operative  surgery;  and 
to  this  department  Dr.  Agnew  contemplates  giving 
his  exclusive  attention.    Those  desirous  of  prepar- 
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sphere  of  private  practice,  cannot  do  better  than 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  acquire  a 

knowledge  of  the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery 
from  a  master. 

The  course  of  lectures  on  Operative  Surgery 

commenced  the  6th  of  April,  and  will  be  made 
most  valuable  to  all  contemplating  a  knowledge  of 

practical  surgery. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Sulphate  of  Morphia  administered  through  the Ear. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Tkaver,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  writes 
as  follows : 

Mrs.  C.,  a  lady  of  nervous  and  excitable  temper- 
ament was  awakened  from  a  sound  sleep  by  a 

severe  neuralgic  pain  in  her  right  ear. 
After  looking  in  vain  for  a  vial  containing  tinct- 

ure of  opium,  some  of  which  she  had  used  in  her 
ear  on  a  former  occasion,  she  found  a  powder  of 
sulphate  of  morphia,  (one-fourth  grain)  which  her 
husband  in  compliance  with  her  request  put  in  her 
ear. 

The  pain  stopped  and  she  soon  became  much 
surprised  and  not  a  little  alarmed  to  find  herself 
under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  which,  however, 
passed  off  in  due  time  without  any  inconvenience. 

Compliments  to  Surgeons, 
Complimentary  gifts  seem  to  be  epidemic  just 

now,  and  we  notice  that  a  due  share  of  them  are 
falling  to  the  lot  of  our  profession.  The  attending 
surgeons  in  our  military  hospitals  frequently  be- 

come the  recipients  in  the  shape  of  bibles,  gold- 
headed  canes,  dress  swords,  sashes  and  belts, 
gloves  and  other  articles,  at  the  hands  of  the 
patients,  ward-masters  and  others. 

This  is  a  custom  that  is  liable  to  abuse  and  may 
become  a  burden  to  the  contributors  and  their 
families,  who  generally  need  all  their  wages.  We 
trust  that  our  profession  will  not  encourage  such 
gifts,  from  any  purely  selfish  motives.  Their  mis- 

sion is  one  of  love  and  good  will  to  man,  and  if  they 
do  their  duty,  that  should  be  their  reward  in  this 

world  and  their  "exceeding  great  reward"  here- 
after. 

Kesident  Physicians  at  the  Philadelphia  Hos- 
pital. (Almshouse.) 

The  terms  of  service  of  Drs.  Wood,  Maurt, 
Owens  and  Girvin,  Senior  Resident  Physicians 
in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  having  expired,  an 
election  was  held  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Poor  on  the  23rd  ult.,  for  four  junior  resident 

physicans.  The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Drs.  Richard  G.  Ludlow,  J.  A.  Hagy,  Edward 
Rhodes  and  Josiah  Reeve.  There  were  but  eight 
candidates  recommended  by  the  medical  board, 
from  whom  the  above  were  elected.  The  four 
junior  residents  of  the  past  six  months,  viz.  :  Drs. 
Shephard,  Kcerper,  Eversfield  and  Magoffin, 
are  now  the  senior  residents. 

Life  Insurance— The  Advantage  of  Forethought 
and  Prudence. 

We  do  not  know  to  what  extent  our  readers 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered  by 
having  their  lives  insured  for  the  benefit  of  their 
families.  A  little  forethought  of  this  kind  has  left 
many  a  family  independent,  who  otherwise  would 
have  been  penniless.  The  following  item  which 
we  clip  from  a  daily  paper  furnishes  a  case  in 

point : We  have  just  seen  checks  to  the  amount  of 

$20,000  paid  to  the  estate  of  the  late  .Jas.  C.  Gill- 
more,  of  this  city,  being  the  insurance  effected  upon 
his  life,  through  E.  V.  Machette,  agent,  $10,000 
in  each,  the  Manhattan,  of  New  York,  and  the 
Mutual  Benefit  of  Newark,  N.  J.  This  insurance 
was  made  only  about  four  months  ago,  and  for 
less  than  $350.  Life  Insurance,  when  paid  thus 

promptly,  is  certainly  a  safe  investment,  and  the 
money  is  paid  at  a  time  when  it  is  most  needed. 

Physicians  would  do  well  to  set  forth  the  advan- 
tages of  Life  Insurance  before  their  patients,  as 

opportunity  offers.  They  may,  in  this  way  be  the 
means  of  securing  independence  to  many  a  family. 
Nor  should  they  neglect  to  provide  for  their  own 
households  in  this  way.  We  will  take  pleasure  in 

putting  any  of  our  subscribers  in  communication 
■with  reliable  Life  Insurance  offices  or  attending  to 
the  business  for  them. 

Postage. 

The  new  postage  law,  which  goes  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  July,  is  favorable  to  our  subscribers. 
By  that  law,  the  postage  on  the  Repobter  is  but 
twenty  cents  a  year,  prepaid  quarterly. 

American  Medical  Association. 

The  next  regular  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  will  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June, 
186.3.  Every  permanently  organized  State,  County, 
and  Local  Medical  Society  is  entitled  to  send  one 
Delegate  for  every  ten  members,  and  one  addi- 

tional Delegate  for  a  fraction  of  more  than  half  of 
that  number.  Medical  Colleges,  and  Hospitals 
containing  over  100  beds  for  the  sick,  are  entitled 
to  two  Delegates  ;  and  all  other  permamently  or- 

ganized Medical  Institutions  are  entitled  to  one 
Delegate  each. 

I     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  full  attend- 
I  ance  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
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Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC. 

TREATMENT  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

Trenton,  O.,  March,  1863. 
Editor  Med.  &  Surg.  Reporter  :— Having  treated 

three  or  four  hundred  cases  of  Diphtheria,  I  have 
come  to  the  following  conclusions  :  1st.  That  it  is  a 
constitutional  disease.  2d.  That  it  is  not  contagious. 
3d.  That  it  is  always  of  an  asthenic  character.  4th. 
That  the  attending  fever  is  an  effort  of  nature  to 
throw  off  the  poison.  Taking  the  above  views  of 
the  disease,  I  adopt  the  following  treatment,  with  a 
degree  of  success  which  far  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
treatment  that  I  have  tried  or  have  seen  tried  by 
others,  to  wit :  As  soon  as  the  deposition  is  formed, 
I  apply,  with  a  camel-hair  pencil,  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  of  the  strength  of  one  drachm  to 
the  ounce,  to  it  and  the  surrounding  surface  once  in 
twenty-four  hours.  If  the  tonsils  present  a  dark 
red  appearance,  I  use  a  gargle  composed  of  salt, 
capsicum  and  vinegar.  (See  U.  S.  D.)  If  of  bright 
red,  a  solution  of  tannin,  or  the  chlorate  of  potash 
is  applied  with  a  swab  or  used  as  a  gargle  if  the 
patient  is  old  enough,  every  three  or  four  hours.  So 
much  for  local  treatment. 

But  the  most  important  part  of  the  treatment  is  to 
support  the  system  and  neutralize  the  poison.  For 
the  former,  I  use  two  grain  doses  of  quinine  with 
one  grain  of  capsicum,  every  four  hours,  for  a  child 
four  or  five  years  old,  until  ten  or  twelve  grains  are 
given,  when  I  diminish  the  dose  to  one-half,  and 
continue  with  it  until  the  throat  gets  well.  At  the 
time  I  diminish  the  dose  of  these,  I  commence  with 
sesquichloride  of  iron  in  from  six  to  eight  drop 
doses  three  times  a  day,  and  continue  for  at  least  ten 
days  after  the  throat  is  well.  By  pursuing  this  plan, 
I  am  not  troubled  with  those  sequelse,  so  much  to 
be  dreaded  ;  such  as  paralysis,  chorea,  &c.  Neither 
do  any  of  my  patients  die  of  exhaustion,  when  my 
directions  are  followed.  In  one  instance,  the  parotid 
glands  were  so  much  swollen  as  to  cause  the  death 
of  a  patient  in  three  hours  from  the  time  that  it  com- 

menced swelling.  In  cases  with  much  external  swell- 
ing, I  apply  a  poultice  made  of  poke  root,  with  the 

effect  of  reducing  the  swelling  in  a  few  hours. 
E.  A.  Oppelt,  M.  D. 

COMPOUND  FRACTURE  AND  DISLOCA- 
TION OF  THE  ASTRAGALUS. 

Harewood  Hospital,  Wash'ton,  D.  C.  7 

February  zS/i',  1863.  j" Editor  Med.  &  Surg.  Reporter  : — In  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  of  January,  1862,  I 
noticed  a  case  of  compound  fracture  and  dislocation 
of  the  astragalus,  reported  by  Dr.  Bryant,  copied 
from  Gut's  Hospital  Reports. 

Having  had  a  somewhat  similar  case  at  this  hos- 
pital, I  desire  to  report  it  as  an  evidence  that  injuries 

of  the  joints  of  less  magnitude  than  the  knee-joint, 
do  not  necessarily  demand  amputation. 
Samuel  V.,  age  nineteen,  private  in  Co.  D,  9th 

N.  J.  S.  M.,  admitted  Dec.  23d,  wounded  December 
13th,  1862,  by  a  rifle  ball  penetrating  the  left  ankle- 
joint  on  its  external  surface,  taking  a  backward 
direction  and  making  its  exit  posteriorly  to  the 

joint. When  admitted,  the  foot  and  ankle  were  greatly 
swollen,  and  the  discharge  from  the  wound  profuse. 
On  Dec.  27th,  the  patient  was  etherized  for  the 

purpose  of  exploration,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
ball  in  its  course  had  caused  a  comminuted  fracture 
of  the  external  malleolus,  and  also  of  the  correspond- 

ing articulating  surface  of  the  astragalus. 
The  articulating  surfaces  of  the  fibula  and  astraga- 

lus were  removed  by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  Dr. 
Thos.  Antisell,  together  with  a  dozen  pieces  from 
the  posterior  portion  of  the  astragalus.  The  patient 
was  then  returned  to  my  ward  for  further  treatment. 

The  following  was  ordered  : 
Tinct.  ferri  chlor.,  ffj. 

Sig.  Fifteen  drops  every  four  hours, 
Ferri  et  quinise  citras,  3j. 

Sherry  wine,  f I"^iij  •  M. 
Sig.  One  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

Simple  dressings  were  applied  to  the  wound.  In 
a  few  days  the  discharge  from  the  wound  became 
profuse,  rendering  it  especially  necessary  to  pay 
close  attention  to  his  diet,  which  consisted  of  beef- 

steaks, mutton-chops,  etc.,  with  a  few  extras  dictated 
by  his  changing  appetite. 

Jan'ylOth,  found  the  discharge  from  the  wound 
free,  and  healthy  granulations  at  the  bottom.  I 
made  a  counter-opening  at  the  opposite  side  from 
the  wound,  evacuating  a  large  amount  of  pus. 

Jan'y  15th,  found  it  necessary  to  make  another 
counter-opening,  in  order  to  evacuate  pus  from  the 
deep  fascisd.  From  this  time  his  general  health  began 
to  improve,  his  appetite  becoming  less  changeable. 

Jan'y  20th,  I  made  the  third  and  last  counter- 
opening,  freeing  a  greater  quantity  of  pus  than  by 
the  previous  openings. 
Continuing  the  generous  diet  with  tonics  and 

stimulants,  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a 
most  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
foot,  as  also  in  his  general  health. 

At  this  date  I  find  the  wound  healed,  and  the 
patient  regaining  the  use  of  the  foot,  having  a  con- 

siderable degree  of  motion  in  the  ankle-joint. 
Lloyd  Dorsey,  M.  D. 

A.  A.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

How  they  Live  in  New  York, 
The  New  York  Sun  says,  that  there  are  in  that 

city  12,347  tenement  houses,  containing  a  total  popu- 
lation of  401,376  persons — an  average  of  about  33 

to  each  house.  Of  this  number — a  good  sized  town 
of  itself— 22,095  live  in  cellars,  some  of  them  scarcely 
fit  for  brutes.  The  ventilation  in  about  omvthird  of 
these  houses  is  bad,  and  of  course  so  far  injurious  to 
health.  In  case  of  fire,  etc.,  8546  houses,  containing 
a  population  of  253,901  souls,  are  provided  with  good 
means  of  escape,  while  3801  houses,  with  a  popula- 

tion of  125,280,  are  deficient  in  this  respect. 
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Assignments  of  Medical  Officers. 
Assistant  Sur2;eon  V.  B.  Hubbard,  U.  S.  A.,  of 

McClellan  Hospital,  at  Nicetown,  assigned  to  duty 
as  Surgeon  in  charge  of  Convalescent  Hospital,  Six- teentti  and  Filbert  streets. 

Dr.  Jas.  Brtan,  formerly  of  this  City,  and  lately 
connected  with  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
has  lately  been  assigned  to  the  Department  of  Ten- nessee. 

Changes  of  Medical  Officers. 

Suro:eon  W.  S.  Forbes,  U.  S,  Vols.,  of  Convales- 
cent Hospital,  Philadelphia,  to  report  to  the  General 

commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 
Assistant  Surgeon  E.  S.  Duijster,  U.  S.  A.,  of 

Turner's  Lane,  to  report  for  duty  in  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office. 

Assistant  Surgeons  J.  S.  Billi?jgs  and  E.  D.  W. 
Breneman,  U.  S.  a.,  of  West  Philadelphia  Hospital, 
to  report  to  the  Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Poto- mac. 

Assistant  Surgeon  A.  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  of  West 
Philadelphia  Hospital,  to  report  to  the  General  com- 

manding Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

THE   HEALTH   OF   THE  ARMY. 
Important  Report  of  Surgeon  Woodward  to 

Surgeon-General  Hammond. 
Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  Sur- 

geon-General Hammond  transmitted  to  that  body  the 
following  elaborate  and  highly  interesting  document 
relating  to  the  health  and  mortality  of  the  Union 
army.  The  report  is  the  production  of  Dr.  J.  J. 
WooDWARDj  one  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in 
the  service : 

SURGEON-GEIfERAL'S  OFFICE,  ) 
Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  25,  1863.  ) 

Brig.-Gen.  W,  A.  Hammond,  Sur.  Gen.  TT.  S.  A. 
General  : — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 

yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
work  of  preparing  the  Medical  History  of  the  Rebel- 

lion is  steadily  progressing. 
Besides  the  statistical  reports,  descriptions  and 

plans  of  the  General  Hospitals  of  the  country,  with 
a  large  number  of  reports  and  memoirs  on  various 
subjects  connected  with  the  medical  histoi'y  of  the 
several  armies,  have  been  collected,  and  are  being 
digested. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  statistical  summary  of  the 
diseases  and  deaths  (not  including  the  killed  in  bat- 

tle) of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
year  terminating  June  30,  1862.  The  Medical  His- 

tory from  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  to  the  same 
date,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  completed  in  time  to  lay 
before  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its  next  session. 
The  figures  which  I  now  present  are  far  from  repre- 

senting completely  the  whole  number  of  cases  of 
disease,  and  all  the  deaths  occurring  during  the 
year ;  the  incompleteness  arising  partly  from  the 
fact  that  the  regimental  Surgeons  were  at  first  very 
negligent  about  making  the  reports  required  by  reg- 

ulations. Other  elements  of  incompleteness,  how- 
ever, must  exist  in  the  case  of  every  great  army  in 

time  of  war,  especially  during  active  campaigns 
covering  great  regions  of  country.  So  notably  has 
this  been  the  case  heretofore,  that  no  great  army 
actively  engaged  in  hostile  operations  has  ever  fur- 

nished statistical  tables  of  even  approximate  accu- 
racy. 

The  best  and  most  complete  tables  of  this  sort 
ever  published  were  probably  those  of  the  British 
army  during  the  Crimean  war.  Yet,  although  the 
well-disciplined  and  organized  >)ody  of  regular  troops 

sent  to  the  Crimea  was  very  small,  compared  with 
the  vast  forces  which  have  been  put  into  the  field 
during  the  present  struggle  ;  and  although  its  opera- 

tions were  not  characterized  by  the  frequent  and 
rapid  movements  which  have  been  necessitated  by 
the  great  extent  of  the  regions  over  which  our  own 
operations  have  extended,  there  will  be  found  defi- 

ciencies even  in  these  reports.  The  reports  of  the 
French  army  engaged  in  the  same  war  are  still  more 
incomplete. 

In  our  own  country,  during  the  Mexican  war,  the 
reports  received  at  the  Surgeon-General's  office  were 
so  incomplete,  and  contained  such  numerous  sources 
of  error,  that  the  attempt  to  compile  the  usual  statis- 

tical reports  of  disease  from  the  records  of  the  Bureau 
was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

The  difficulties  which  interfere  with  the  collection 
of  medical  statistics  from  armies  actually  engaged 
in  warfare,  and  especially  under  circumstances  such 
as  those  in  which  our  armies  are  at  present  involved, 
can  readily  be  appreciated. 

Aside  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Surgeons 
first  appointed  were  some  time  in  mastering  the  de- 

tails of  their  official  duties,  and  frequently  did  not 
begin  to  keep  the  records  and  make  the  reports  re- 

quired by  regulation  until  they  had  been  some  little 
time  in  service,  many  deficiencies  have  arisen  from 
the  capiture  of  reports  by  the  enemy,  from  the  want 
of  a  due  supply  of  books,  blanks,  and  often  even  of 
paper,  in  the  case  of  regiments  making  rapid  move- 

ments with  little  transportation,  and  very  frequently, 
especially  after  battles,  and  in  the  case  of  great  gen- 

eral hospitals  suddenly  established,  from  the  surgical 
force  being  so  small  in  proportion  to  the  gigantic 
tasks  imposed  upon  it,  that  the  time  of  medical 
officers  was  too  fully  occupied  by  the  practical  task 
of  providing  for  the  more  necessary  wants  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  to  allow  them  to  keep  the  records 
needed  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  required  reports. 
'Notwithstanding  the  deficiencies  arising  in  this 

manner,  it  is  believed  that  so  far  as  they  go  the  sta- 
tistics compiled  amidst  so  many  difficulties,  have 

very  great  value,  and  that  the  deductions  drawn 
from  the  numerous  reports  recorded  can  with  safety 
be  regarded  as  approximating  the  results  which 
would  have  been  attained  had  returns  been  duly 
made  by  all  the  troops  in  the  field.  For  as  the 
report  of  each  regiment  and  detachment  is  accompa- 

nied by  a  record  of  its  "  mean  strength,"  the  mean strength  of  that  portion  of  the  army  represented  by 
the  reports  is  readily  ascertained,  and  serves  for  the 
calculation  of  ratios  which  can  be  applied  with  pro- 

bable accuracy  to  the  whole  force. 
[To  be  continued.] 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Association   of   Medical    Superintendents  of 
American  Institutions  for  the  Insane. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
of  Medical  Superintendents  of  American  Institutions 
for  the  Insane,  will  be  held  at  the  "  Metropolitan 
Hotel,"  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Tuesday,  May 
19th,  1863,  at  10,  A.  M. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
The  following  appointments  of  Examining  Sur- 

geons have  been  made  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions : 

MicTdgan. — Dr.  Jas.  A.  Brown,  Detroit. 
Illinois. — Dr.  L.  K.  Parks,  Annapolis. 
rcnnsyhaiiia. — Drs.  J.  W.  Bellows,  Knoxvillc ; 

Eman  uel  Manley,  Linwood.  New  Jersey. — Dr.  Chas. 
F.  Clark,  Woodbury. 

Mai7ie.—I)r.  John  N.  Houghton,  Phillips. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Dr.  E.  D.  R.,  Pennsylvania— The  price  of  the  work  on  the 
"Successful  Treatmeat  of  Scarlet  Fever,"  by  Hood,  is  $2.50. It  can  be  imported,  if  you  desire  a  copy. 
Dr.  C.  a.  S.,  Pennsylvania.— There  is  a  regular  Army Board  now  in  session  ;  to  appear  before  it  you  must  possess 

a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  "War. Dr.  a.  W.  E.,  Maryland. — We  have  mailed  a  copy  of 
"  Mott's  Surgical  Clinics"  to  your  address,  also  the  desired back  numbers  of  the  Reporter. 

Dr.  T.  G.  D.,  Massachusetts. — We  believe  that  artificial 
arms  are  not  furnished  by  government.  We  are  not  positive 
as  to  the  reason,  but  we  think  the  Surgeon-General  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  specimens  exhibited  to  him. 

Dr.  C.  p.  H.,  Kentucky.— The  new  Dispensatory  is  not  yet 
issued ;  the  delay  is  unaccountable,  it  should  have  been  out 
long  since. 

DIED. 
Cady — On  the  evening  of  the  2.5th  instant,  Mary  Isabel, 

only  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  E.  and  Annie  W.  Cady,  aged  o  mouths, 
Hinto.v— Ou  Friday  evening,  March  27,  after  a  short  and severe  illness.  Frank  Elsworth,  son  of  Dr.  J.  H.  and  Sarah 

Hiuton,  aged  3  y<  iir<,  3  months  and  16  days. 
Penny.— March  23d,  Ibd  J,  Dr.  William  Penny,  of  McKees- 

port,  Pa.,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  age. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Communications  Keceived,  for  the  week  ending 
April  1st,  1863.— (The  asterisk  indicates  a  cash  enclosure) : — 
Co7inectieut;—J)Ts.  D  Pritchard,  L  J  Sanford :  Delaware;— 
Dr.  A  Mauck*  :  District  of  Columbia;— Bvs.  A  W  Campbell,* 
S  S  Huber  :   Illinois;— Dr.  G  Irwin*  :    Indiana;— Bvs.  D  H 
Henry,  D  Clark,  C  N  Blount,  W  F  King :    Iowa;— Bis.  P  R 
Everett*,  S  E  Rhinehart*,  J  Kerr:    Kentucky ;— Bvs.  C  F 
Hart*,  J  G  Hatchitt* :    Maine;— Dvs.  C  Briggs,  S  Bradbury*  : 
Massachusetts;— Bvs.  W  R  Welden,  P  T  Kendall*  S  Cutter,  J 
L  Clark* :  Michigan; — Drs.  J  Anderson*,  C  A  Sackrider,  J  W 
Martin  :    Missouri;— Bv.  J  H  Bridwell :  New  Hampshire;-  ; 
Drs.  E  Perry,  L  P  Sawyer:    New  Jersey ;— Bvs.  VV  £  White-  ' 
head%  Stout,  J  B  Burdett :    New  lork;—Bvs.  0  0  Burgess', 
E  B  Phelp.s*,  C  Valentiuy*.  W  F  J  Thiers,  W  A  M  Culbert, 
H  A  Balland*,  Beetes  &  Gray*,  E     Chapman  ;  Messrs.  W  I 
Wood  a.  Co  :    Ohio;— Bvs.  M  Mitchell,  H  C  Cotfman*,  E  A  Op- 
pelt^  A  B  Hershizer*,  H  N  Coomer,  H  S  Chaney*  T  R  Simp-  j 
son*,  J  B  Jacobs*,  C  P  Smith,  E  Cass :    Pennsylvania; — Drs.  i 
C  M  Hill,  R  Brown*.  A  J  Martin*,  J  B  Livingston,  A  Farns- 
worth,  J  P  Norman,'  A  Dabren*,  C  S  Waage,  M  Emanuel*,  C  1 H  Smithy  D  Holmes*,  C  R  Earley,  J  M  Stevenson,  G  Eilis,  W  \ 
Reichardt*   A  Sheller*   U  Q  Davis,  J  H  Keeler,  E  Harvey, 
M  Miller,  A  Cari^  A  P  Dutcher  :    Rhode  Island;— Bv.  J  F  i 
Aldrich  :    Fer7n.oni;— Drs.  R  B  Skinner  ■■,  S  iS'ewell*  :    Vir- \ ginia;  -Drs.  J  C  Spear,  J  H  Legge,  J  C  Hupp,  A  A  Allison*:  I 
Wisconsin;— Bv.  P  W  Chase*.   Office  Payments.— Drs.  Car-  i 
ter.  Hunt,  Edmonds,  Haines,  Rogers,  Bishop,  Ames. 
Communications  Received,  for  the  week  ending 

April  8ih,  1S63. — (The  asterisk  *  indicates  a  cash  enclosure) : — 
Connecticut;— Bvs.  L  J  Sanford,  W  A  Bennett :  District  of  , 
Colurabia; — Drs.  W  J  C  Duhamel,  EF  Bates  :  Illinois; — Mr. 
H  P  Throop :  Indiana; — Drs.  C  X  Blount,  W  F  King  :  Iowa; 
— Drs.  J  Williamson,  M  Marbourg:  Kentucky; — Dr.  W  Mil- 
ner  :  Maine; — Drs.  D  Flanders*,  sS  Fitch  :  Massachusetts; — 
Drs  T  H  Bartlett*  J  Fiske*,  W  M  Babbitt*  E  Woodward  : 
Michigan;— Bvs.  J  M  Tettt*,  H  W  Bell  &  Son*  :  New  Hamp- 

shire;—Bv.  J  F  Sargeant:  New  Jersey;— Bvs.  Z  Reed,  I  S 
Mulford,  E  P  Blackwell:  New  York;— Bvs.  J  Swinburne  2* 
J  A  Fergusson,  M  H  Shaw*  G  S  Bedford,  E  Fields,  J  K  Snell : 
Ohio;— Bvs.  L  M  Lawson*  S  Glass,  W  T  Ridenour,  A  Allen* 
J  Weirich*,  B  B  Ogden,  H  Vigor*,  J  S  Cunningham* :  Penn- 
iyloania;—Bvs.  J  F  Wertz,  E  Lichty,  J  G  Lightner*  R  B 
Fruit,  J  B  Martin*  J  Q  Robinson,  D  C  Galbraith*,  G  B  Stock- 

ton* J  W  Eldred,  W  F  Church,  M  L  Mevers,  C  A  Shure,  A  B 
Dill*,  J  McCready*,  H  S  Clemens^  :  Vermont;— Bv.  L  C  But- 

ler :  Virginia;— Bvs.  T  F  Marshman*,  J  T  Calhoun  :  Wis- 
consin;—Bv.  A  E  Smith.*  Office  Payments.— Drs.  Whil- 

den,  Gray,  Wallans,  Wilson. 

Population  in  1860  
Thermometer. 

Highest  Lowest  
Mean  

Barometer. 

.5  ̂  

ill 1 11 
565,529 

MARRIED. 

Bradley — Jarvis. — In  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  March  25, 
by  Rev.  E.  Y.  Higbee,  D.D.,  of  Trinity  Chuich,  Edward  Brad- 

ley, M.D.,  and  Jlrs  Mary  E.  Jarvis,  all  of  tliat  city. 
MuNDY — Andi^ews. — lu  Salem,  Mass.,  on  Thursday,  March 

26,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Wilson,  Edward  C.  Muudy,  M.D.,  United 
States  Army,  and  Laura  Josephine,  daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph 
Audrew.s,  of  Salem. 
Richardson — McDermott. — On  the  19th  ult,  by  Rev.  Mr. 

Woart,  Juhu  P.  Richardson,  Assistant  SurgeDii  S2d  regiment, 
P.  v.,  and  Miss  Angeline  McDermott,  both  of  Norristowu. 
Varlev — Pike. — At  Boston,  March  26,  by  the  Rev.  M.  P. 

Stickney,  C.  D.  Vaiiey,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  M. 
Pike,  01  Brookliue. 
Smith— Elwes. — In  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  on  Wednesday,  March 

IS,  at  St.  John's  Church,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  Albert  M.  Smith, of  New  York,  and  Anna  P.  Elwes,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  A.  W.  Elwes,  U.  S  Army. 

SIMMS — Galbuaith.— In  Philadelphia,  March  12th,  1S6.3,  by 
the  RfV.  Mr.  Kenney,  D.D.,  Dr.  J.  H.  Sinnns  and  Miss  Mary 
A.  Galbraith,  daughter  of  Robert  Galbraith,  all  of  Wilming- 

ton, Del. 

Mean.. 
Mortality. 

Male  
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Per-centage  to  population  American  
Foreign  
Negro  

I. — Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  | 
Cholera  Morbus  i 
Croup   
Diarrhoja  ! 
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Erysipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent  
Fever,  Remittent  Fever.  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  , 
Fever,  Typhus  , 
Fever,  Yellow  , 
Hooping-cough  Influenza   
Measles   
Small  Pox  
Svphilis  
Thrush  , 

II. — Sporadic  Diseases. 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  , 
Consumption  , Convulsions  
Dropsy  
Gun-shot  Wounds  
Intemperance  Marasmus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever  Scrofula  
Violence  

138 140 
132 
135 

84 
278 

.000481 
210 51 
12 

252 
198 195 

'l47 

450 
0005.58 310 

140 
13 

177,812 

84 

22 

67 
.000376 

12 

To  Advertisers  ! — There  is  no  better  me- 
dium of  reacliing  the  medical  profession  than 

through  the  pages  of  the  Reporter,  which  has  by 
far  the  largest  circulation  of  any  medical  journal 
in  the  United  States. 

Our  circulation  is  not  confined  to  any  section  of 
the  country,  but  extends  over  the  whole  of  it. 
Send  in  your  advertisements. 

Rates  of  Advertising. 
1  ins.  1  vio.  3  mos.  6  mos.  1  yr. 

Ton  lines  or  les.s  $2—  $6 —  $14 —   $;22  50  $3v)  — 
Quarter  column                4  —  9  —  20  —     30  —  50  — 

I  Half           "                      7  —  15  —  30—     50—  90  — 
i  One            "                     10—  25—  50—     tXl  —  l.V  — 
1  One  page                      15  —  40  —  S5  —  150  —  250  — 



i6 PUBLISHER'S  NOTICES. 

[Vol.  X. TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 
It  has  been  thonglit  best,  in  order  to  accomplish 

a  contemplated  change  in  the  commencement  of  the 
volnmes,  and  to  introduce  improvements  long  in- 

tended, to  commence  Volume  Ten  of  the  Ite- 
porter  with  the  month  of  May,  leaving  April  out 
of  our  calendar.  The  volume  will  run  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  after  Avhich  the  Voliimos  will  Com- 

mence witli  January  and  July.  We 
have  the  I>elaye€l  ^K'umbers  of*  Volume 
Eig'lit  about  Ready  to  Send  ©ut.  A  part of  them  would  have  been  mailed  some  time  since, 
but  for  a  misunderstanding  with  the  Post  Office  au- 

thorities, who  refuse  to  let  them  pass,  except  as 
transient  matter,  to  be  prepaid.  We  have  thought 
best  to  malie  further  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
whatever  the  result,  subscribers  will  receive  them 
in  due  time.  If  we  must  prepay  the  postage,  it  will 
entail  on  us  a  very  heavy  and  unexpected  expense  ; 
but  it  will  be  met,  and  all  the  numbers  mailed  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 
We  are  always  ready  to  furnish  subscribers  with 

Missing  Numbers,  to  Complete  Vol- 
umes for  lliuding,  and  if  notified  within 

three  months  of  the  issue  of  such  numbers,  will  for- 
ward them  free  of  charge,  except  for  postage,  which 

must  accompany  the  order.  Under  other  circum- 
stances, the  price  of  single  numbers,  many  of  which 

are  becoming  scarce,  will  be  ten  cents. 
Eacli  Volumes  can  still  be  supplied. 
Subscribers  should  Be  Particular  to  give  us 

their  Address  in  full,  and,  in  changing  their 
location,  should  inform  us  where  they  have  been 
residing,  as  well  as  where  they  change  to. 

We  are  glad  to  give  any  information  in  our  power, 
in  our  Answers  to  Corresponcients ;  also 
to  superintend  the  purchasing  of  Books,  In- 

struments, etc.,  and  to  see  that  they  are  care- 
fully Expressed  to  subscribers. 

Physicians  desiring  a  supply  of  Vaccine  Vi- 
rus, can  obtain  it  by  enclosing  a  stam-p  to  this 

office. 
After  July  1st,  the  Postage  on  the  Reporter 

will  be  Twenty  Cents  per  ITear. 
Commutations  ! — The  following  works  will 

be  furnished  at  reduced  rates  to  those  who  pay  the 
full  amount  in  advance  : 

Regular  Price. The  Reporter  and  the  London  Lancet, 
(republished  monthly)         $6  00  $8  00 

"  and     Braithwaite's  Eetro- 
spect  (semi-annual )   5  00  6  50 

"  "  ,■  and  Von  Dubens'  Micro- scopical Diagnosis   3  60  4  00 
Wanted!— The  following  numbers  of  the  Re- porter are  wanted  at  our  office  : 
All  the  numbers  of  Volume  Four. 
Ko.  207,  Oct.  6,  1860.  ^o.  272-3,  Jan.  4.  11,  1862. 
"   225,  Feb.  9,  1861.  "   274^,5,  Jan.  18,  25,  1862. 

■  "   250,  Aug.  3,JL861.  "   276-7,  Feb.  1,  8,  1862. 
■  "  251,  Aug.  10,  1861.  "  278-9,  Feb.  15,  22,  1862. "  250-60,  Oct.  .5,  12,  1861.  "  281-2.  March  1,  8,  1862. 
«'  264,  Nov.  9,  1861.    .             "  316,  Nov.  8,  1862. 
«'   260,  Dec.  14,  1861.  "  .S17,  Nov.  1.5,  1862. 
"  270-1,  Dec.  21,  28,  1861.        "  318,  Nov.  22, 1862. 
Special  Notice. — Our  agents  are  authorized 

to  receive  subscriptions,  and  collect  from  old  sub- 
scribers, in  accordance  with  the  published  terms.  To 

prevent  mistakes,  subscribers  will  receive,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  receipt  given  by  the  agent,  a  receipt  from 

this  office.  If  this  is  not  received  in  tlie  second, 
third,  or  fourth  number  after  the  payment  is  made, 
subscribers  will  please  notify  us.  Agents. — J.  Rowe 
Smith,  S.  D.  Allen,  and  H.  P.  Tjiroop,  are  now 
traveling  in  their  respective  fields  ;  tliey  are  in  every 
respect  to  I)c  relied  on,  and  their  receipt  will  be 
acknowledged  by  us.  Changes  in  tins  list  should  be 
noticed. 

Subscribers  wishing  "Francis  on  Water,"  must 
apply  to  the  author,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

MEDICAL  DIRECTOBY. 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Eighth,  helow  Spruce.  Entrance on  Eighth  Street. 
Medical  Clinic  on  "Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  10  A.M., by  Dr.  F.  Gurney  Smith. 
Surgical  do.,  at  11  A.  M.,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Pancoast. 
Medical  Library  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.— Open on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 
Philadelphia  Hospital,  (Almshouse). — Medical  Clinic  on 

Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  93^  A.  m  ,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Ludlow. 
Surgical  do.  at  lOj/2  a.  m.,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Agnew. 
Wills  Hospital  for  the  Eye  and  Limb. — Clinics,  Wednes- 

days and  Saturdays,  at  11  A.  M.,  by  Dr.  S.  Littell. 
Howard  Hospital,  Lombard  Street,  between  Fifteenth  and Sixteenth. 
Clinical  Lectures  daily,  at  12  m,,  1  and  5  P.  M.  Monday  and 

Thursday— Dr.  Turnbull,  at  1  p.  M.  Tuesday  and  Friday — 
Dr.  Darrach,  at  12  m.  ;  Dr.  Klapp,  at  5  p.  m.  Wednesday  and 
Saturday— Dr.  NeflF,  at  12 ;  Dr.  Tryon,  at  1 ;  and  Dr.  More- 

house, at  5  p.  M.  Monday  and  Thursday— Dr.  Meigs,  at  5  p.  M. 
Tuesday  and  Friday— Dr.  Atkinson,  at  Z}4  p.  m. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Ninth,  above  Chestnut. 
Surgical  Clinics  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  \2^l^. 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Tenth,  above  Walnut. 
Clinics  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  12>^  m. 
Philadelphia  Lyin6-in  Charity.— Clinic  for  diseases  of 

females,  at  "Nurse's  Home,"  S.  W.  corner  Eleventh  and 
Cherry,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning,  at  9  o'clock by  Dr.  Edwin  Scholfleld. 

THE  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

REPORTER. 

(Publiflied  Weekly.) 

Editor,  -    .    -    -    S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.D. 

PLAN  OF  THE  WORK. 
ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Original  Lectures  on  Special  Departments  of  Medicine  and Surgery. 
Original  Communications. 
Hospital  Reports  of  this  and  other  cities. 
Medical  Society  Reports. 

EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Weekly  Periscope,  Domestic  and  Foreign. — Reviews  and  Book 

Notices — Editorial  Articles. — Correspondence. —  News 
and  Miscellany. 

The  Reporter  is  issued  every  Saturday  morning,  each  number 
consisting  of  twenty  pages  of  super-royal  octavo  size,  printed 
with  a  clear  type  on  good  paper.  There  are  two  volumes  a  year, with  Index  ana  title  page. 

TERMS. 
$3  per  annum,  or  $1.50  per  vol.,  invariably  in  advance. 

We  intend  that  oxir  readers  shall  find  the  Reporter  a  prac- 
Tic.-VL  and  reliable  exponent  nf  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  all 
their  departments.  To  the  full  attainment  of  this  objei  t  no- 

thing that  our  means  can  command  will  be  spared,  and  we  confi- 
dently look  to  the  profession  for  their  countenance  and  support. 

4®="  Communications,  Essays,  Items  of  Intelligence,  Biograph- ical Sketches  of  distinguished  men,  etc.,  etc.,  are  solicited. 
4®*  The  Reporter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Profession, and  it  is  absolutely  INDEPENDENT  of  any  party  or  selfis/i interest. Address, 

Philadelphia,  Pa." 

Back  Volumes. — We  have  on  hand  a  few 
complete  sets  of  the  Reporter  from  its  commence- 

ment as  a  weekly,  in  Oct.  1858.  These  volumes 
contain  a  vast  amount  of  practical  information, 
and  would  make  a  handsome  addition  to  a  physi- 

cian's library,  their  form  being  well  adapted, 
when  bound,  to  making  a  good  appearance  on  the 
book-shelf. 
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Original  Department. 

Lectures. 

LATERAL  CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPIK"E. 
By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D. 

Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Scoliosis. 

[Continued  from  page  2  ] 

The  third  degree  fFigs.  67,  G8,)  is  already 

characterized  by  anatomical  changes  and  various 
consecutive  deformities  concerning  the  trunk.  The 
latter,  it  will  be  perceived,  does  not  incline  as  much 
to  one  side  as  in  the  second  degree,  owing  to  the 
proportionate  compensation  through  the  lumbar 
curve,  yet  the  contours  of  the  thorax  are  mate- 

rially altered,  the  respective  angles  of  the  right 
ribs  are  lessened  and  in  degree  more  prominent, 

Fig  68. in  consequence  of  which  the 
shoulder-blade  has  been  dis- 

placed at  its  lower  angle  and 
assumed  an  oblique  position  ;  |; 
whereas,  in  front  the  ribs  re- 

cede from  the  sternum  and 
are  flattened.  The  articula- 

tions of  the  vertebrae  are  ri- 
gid, almost  anchylosed,  and 

the  most  powerful  extension 
fails  to  correct  the  curva- 
tures. 

The  fourth  degree  repre- 
sents the  final  result  of  pro- 

gressive scoliosis  habitualis, 
beyond  which  there  can  scarcely  be  a  greater  ag- 

gravation. 
Fig.  69. 

Fig.  69,  shows  the  appearances  of  the  preced- 
ing diagrams,  but  more  extended.  The  anato- 

mical character  we  have  brouglit  under  your  no- 
tice under  the  pathological  head  to  which  we 

refer  you. 
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Figs.  70,  71,  72,  represent  cases  from  our  own 
practice  ;  Fig.  72,  being  the  front  view  of  the  pre- 
ceding. 

Fig.  71. 

As  regards  the  prognosis  of  lateral  curvature, 

we  have  to  take  our  guidance  from  both  clinical 
experience  and  pathological  anatomy. 

As  long  as  the  flexibility  of  the  spine  exists,  and  the 
hand  or  mechanical  means  are  still  eff  dive  in  cor- 

recting the  deviation,  there  is  possibility  in  diminishing 
or  even  removing  the  trouble  by  a  proper  and  persisting 
treatment.  The  results  of  your  eflFort  depends, 
however,  to  a  considerable  extent,  upon  the  pa- 

tient. With  her  faithful  co-operation  alone,  you 
can  count  on  reasonable  success,  and  hence,  the 
character  of  your  patient  should  be  embraced  in 
your  prognostic  calculations. 

The  third  and  fourth  degrees  of  scoliosis  are 
positively  precluded  from  amelioration,  for  reasons 
which  we  need  not  detail.  All  you  may  accomplish 
in  the  third  degree  is  to  check  its  advance  by  ap- 

propriate means. 
.  

Communications. 

BOUGH  NOTES 

Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Bebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Surgeon,  5th  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  N.  Y.  V. ]sro.  16. 

Camp  Diarrhoea— continued. 
An  issue  of  flour  is  occasionally  substituted  for 

bread.  In  the  rebel  army  it  is  a  very  constant 
part  of  the  rations.  They  mix  it  with  a  little  pork 
grease  and  water,  and  bake  it  into  cakes  about  half 
an  inch  in  thickness.  We  find  it  in  the  haversacks 
of  their  dead  and  wounded  in  the  shape  of  thick, 

heavy,  clammy  cakes,  which  cannot  but  be  indi- 
gestible, and  must  be  an  excellent  excitant  of 

diarrhoea. 
Issues  of  corn  meal  are  occasionally  made  to  the 

rebel  soldiers,  and  it  has  always  seemed  to  me 
that  it  would  form  a  good  component  of  our  army 
rations.  On  every  march  we  find  the  soldiers 
besieging  the  negro  huts  along  the  road  for  corn 
cakes,  and  they  will  pay  for  them  the  most  exor- 

bitant prices.  Corn  meal  is  so  easily  cooked,  that 
a  soldier  with  his  tin  plate,  had  he  the  meal,  could 
easily  cook  himself  a  hot  cake  for  supper,  and 
where  the  molasses  ration  can  be  furnished,  he 
could  have  his  "mush  and  molasses."  The  ex- 

periment of  such  an  issue  is  worthy  of  a  trial. 
Sutler's  trash  causes  many  diarrhoeas.  The 

staple  articles  with  sutlers  are  canned  soups, 
meats,  vegetables,  and  fruits,  and  a  sort  of  mo- 

lasses cake,  of  which  they  sell  immense  quantities. 
The  canned  soups  and  beef  essences  are  sometimes 
very  good,  and  quite  palatable  for  a  little  while ; 
if  used  frequently  they  soon  cease  to  be  so.  Some 
of  the  fruits  and  vegetables  are  excellent,  but 
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many  of  them  are  badly  preserved  and  unwhole- 
some. The  canned  lobster  is  particularly  unfit  to 

eat ;  fresh  lobster  is  noted  for  its  tendency  to  pro- 
duce cholera  morbus,  and  when  preserved  in  cans 

it  is  pretty  certain  to  make  those  sick  who  eat  it. 
Salmon  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  articles  thus 
preserved.  It  relishes  very  well  with  a  hard 
cracker,  and  seldom  affects  unpleasantly  the  di- 

gestive apparatus. 
Sutlers  are  a  nuisance,  a  sort  of  necessary 

nuisance.  Without  a  sutler,  officers  and  men 
would  be  deprived  of  butter,  pepper,  and  various 
other  little  luxuries,  which  can  be  obtained  in  no 
other  way.  At  the  same  time  convalescent  patients 
will  often  make  themselves  sick  again  with  sut- 

ler's trash  ;  and  "rot- gut"  whiskey  is  too  often 
sold  in  defiance  of  all  orders  and  penalties,  and  at 
prices  which  would  seem  incredible  to  civilians. 
I  have  known  the  most  villainous  whiskey  sold  at 
five  dollars  a  canteen,  f three  pints,)  and  well 
watered  at  that.  A  sutler  can  be  placed  under 
proper  restrictions  and  many  of  the  evils  com- 

plained of  can  be  abated,  but  even  then  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  sutler's  sales  to  have 
other  than  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  health  of  a 
regiment. 

Malaria  is  even  a  more  frequent  cause  of  diar- 
rhoea than  improper  food.  The  Chickahominy 

diarrhoea  has  given  to  the  swamps  of  the  Peninsula 
a  reputation,  as  generators  of  disease,  which  is 
well  nigh  world-wide.  I  opine  that  there  are  but 
few  of  your  readers  who  have  not  had  a  tilt  with 
some  inveterate  case  of  diarrhoea,  acquired  in  the 
pestilential  marshes,  which  are  a  better  protec- 

tion to  the  capital  of  Rebeldom  than  all  its  labor- 
iously constructed  fortifications. 

The  pestilential  gases  exhaled  from  the  illy 
buried  dead  of  a  battle  field,  the  exhalations  from 
decomposing  filth  and  garbage,  or  stagnant  pools 
in  the  neighborhood  of  camps,  badly  kept  sinks, 
illy  ventilated  or  crowded  tents,  and  in  short,  any 
thing  that  will  reduce  the  vital  forces  and  bring 
about  a  state  of  depression,  will  engender  diarrhoea. 
Long  and  fatiguing  marches,  especially  under  a 
hot  sun,  exposure  to  sudden  changes  of  tempera- 

ture, to  rain  and  cold,  want  of  sleep,  will  there- 
fore cause  diarrhoea,  and  even  mental  depression 

has  its  influence.  A  defeat  or  reverse  of  our  arms, 
and  home-sickness,  are  not  without  their  effect. 

Water  loaded  with  organic  matter,  or  otherwise 
impure,  is  probably  responsible  for  a  very  large 
proportion  of  our  diarrhoea  ;  and  even  when  pure, 
if  drank  in  immoderate  quantities  the  same  effect 
is  produced.  It  is  astonishing  what  a  passion 
soldiers  have  for  drinking  water,  and  this  exces- 

sive use  generally  produces  diarrhoea.  It  is  a  very 
noticeable  fact,  that  the  longer  soldiers  are  in  the 
service  the  less  water  they  drink. 

It  too  often  happens  that  the  only  drinking 
water  procurable  is  surface  water,  loaded  with 
organic  impurities  and  offensive  in  color  and  taste 
if  not  in  odor.  Diarrhoea  will  be  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  drinking  such  water. 

It  is  the  universal  belief  among  soldiers  that  a 
well  man  can  contract  diarrhoea  by  defecating  at  a 
sink  used  by  patients  afflicted  with  that  disease, 
and  I  believe  that  this  idea  is  well  founded.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  prove  it  by  actual,  conclusive 
experiments,  but  all  my  experience  has  gone  to- 

ward confirming  that  idea. 
If  the  causes  of  the  disease  are  so  varied,  the 

symptoms  are  almost  as  much  so,  yet  so  constant 
that  there  is  never  any  difficulty  in  the  diagnosis. 
By  the  term  Camp  Dysentery  the  disease  should 
be  more  properly  known,  as  what  may  be  at  fit  st 
a  simple  diarrhoea  may  at  any  time  take  on  the 
tormina  and  tenesmus  with  bloody  or  purulent 
evacuations. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease  commences 
as  a  slight  diarrhoea,  without  any  premonitory 
symptoms  or  constitutional  disturbance.  Occa- 

sionally there  is  headache  or  nausea  antecedent  to 
the  diarrhoea ;  more  generally  the  disturbance  of 
the  system  follows  rather  than  precedes  the  diar- 

rhoea, and  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  altogether 
absent.  As  the  disease  progresses,  the  febrile 
symptoms,  if  there  are  any,  subside,  and  the 
discharges  from  the  bowels  increase  in  number 
but  decrease  in  quantity.  Tenesmus  becomes  a 
most  prominent  symptom.  The  discharges  which 
were  at  first  of  a  natural  color,  or  perhaps  green- 

ish, clay  color,  whitish,  or  sometimes  black,  now 
usually  become  almost  colorless,  being  "glairy" 
and  resembling  in  color  and  consistency  the  white 
of  an  egg.  Perhaps  not  more  than  a  tea- spoonful 
will  be  passed  after  half  an  hour's  straining,  or 
the  discharges  are  stained  with  blood,  or  composed 
of  entirely  clear  blood,  or  of  frothy  blood  of  florid 
arterial  color,  resembling  the  blood  in  a  case  of 
hfemoptysis.  In  other  cases  the  discharge  is  clearly 
purulent  or  muco-purulent.  In  short,  there  is  not 
a  shade  of  color,  or  hardly  a  degree  of  consistence, 
from  hardened  scybala  to  the  limpid,  watery  dis- 

charges, that  will  not  be  met  with  :  the-  clay 
colored,  albumnoid  looking,  and  bloody  dis- 

charges, are  the  most  generally  seen. 
The  patient  loses  his  appetite,  oats  almost 

nothing,  yet  "hankers  after,"  to  use  the  camp 
phrase,  almost  every  thing  he  sees  or  hears  of, 
which,  when  obtained  for  him,  he  cannot  eat.  He 
wants  to  drink  all  the  time ;  thirst  is  usually  quite 
a  constant  symptom.  Occasionally  there  is  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  and  not  unfrequeutly  a  little  ten- 
demiess  on  pressure  over  the  liver,  with  fugitive 
pains  throughout  the  limbs.  There  is  usually 
little  or  no  headache.    Sleeplessness  is  sometimes 
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The  tongue  is  furred,  and  toward  the  latter  stages 
of  the  disease  is  often  brown  or  black,  with  sordes 
about  the  gums  and  teeth,  and  drj,  brown,  har- 

dened or  often  cracked  lips.  The  urine  is  com- 
monly scanty  and  often  high-colored. 

As  the  disease  progresses  emaciation  ensues ; 
the  patient  gets  thinner  and  thinner  until  he  is 
but  a  shadow  of  his  former  self.  His  face  is  of  a 
cadaverous  hue,  with  cheeks  and  eyeballs  sunken. 
His  gait  is  tottering  and  uncertain,  like  that  of  a 
palsied  old  man.  The  discharges  are  extremely 
frequent,  sometimes  numbering  twenty,  thirty, 
fifty  or  more  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  If  no 
relief  occurs  death  closes  the  scene. 

A  vast  majority  of  cases  of  Camp  Dysentery  are 
cured  by  some  simple  remedy  or  by  the  removal 
of  the  cause,  or  get  well  by  a  change  of  air  or 
scene.  Some  cases  run  their  course  in  a  few 
weeks ;  the  majority  continue  for  months,  and 
some,  I  believe,  even  for  years.  It  is  emphati- 

cally a  slow,  tedious  disease. 
There  is  a  great  tendency  to  relapse.  After 

having  ceased  for  a  week  or  two  it  recurs  with  the 
same  severity:  this  is  the  worst  feature  of  the  dis- 

ease. A  man  who  has  once  had  Camp  Dysentery 
badly,  is  never  safe  from  an  attack  of  it.  When 
he  is  in  perfect  health  and  when  he  is  least  ex- 

pecting it,  he  will  be  taken  down  and  in  two  or 
three  days  will  be  having  twenty  or  thirty  dis- 

charges a  day. 
It  is  a  noticeable  fact,  and  a  most  unfortunate 

one  for  the  patient,  that  when  originally  seized 
with  the  disease  its  progress  is  slow,  but  the  recur- 

rent attacks  assume  in  forty' eight  hours  a  severity 
that  the  original  one  took  several  weeks  to  arrive 
at.  After  a  severe  attack  of  Camp  Dysentery  a 
soldier  can  never  be  relied  on.  The  fatigue  of 
a  forced  march,  or  exposure  to  any  unusual 
change  of  temperature,  will  put  him  on  his  back 
again.  How  long  this  relapsing  tendency  remains, 
future  years  will  determine  ;  many  of  our  Mexican 
volunteers,  as  I  have  heard,  have  suffered  and 
died  with  it  years  after  their  first  attack. 

Severe  Camp  Dysentery,  in  patients  predisposed, 
either  by  hereditary  taint  or  otherwise,  to  tubercu- 

lar deposit,  is  almost  sure  to  develop  phthisis. 
This  will  not  be  wondered  at  when  the  causes  of 
Camp  Dysentery  and  their  habits  are  noticed.  I 
am  every  day  seeing  men  with  phthisis  pulmon- 
alis  who  had  no  symptom  of  the  disease  before 
attacked  with  diarrhooa.  The  particular  form  seen 

most  frequently  is  that  known  as  "Galloping  Con- 
sumption," and  it  can  be  easily  understood  that 

witli  the  reduced  state  of  system  the  patient  can- 
not long  bear  up  against  the  two  diseases.  «• 

I  have  noticed  that  negroes  are  seldom  attacked 
with  Camp  Dysentery.    I  had  for  several  months 

a  camp  of  contrabands  under  my  charge,  and  since 
then,  have  attended  not  a  few  of  them  in  the  every 
day  routine  of  practice,  and  I  can  recall  but  very 
few  cases  of  dysentery  amongst  them.  I  do  not 
remember  a  negro  ever  dying  with  the  disease. 
The  exemption  of  the  negro  from  malarial  fevers  is 
proverbial,  and  it  will  be  worthy  of  note  by  those 
who  have  camps  of  contrabands  placed  under  their 
charge,  if  their  experience  corresponds  with  mine. 
The  negroes  that  I  attended  were  certainly  ex- 

I  posed  to  all  the  influences  that  would  produce 
i  dysentery  in  white  men.  Those  surgeons  who 
I  shall  have  charge  of  the  negro  regiments  about  to 
be  put  in  the  field,  will  easily  determine  whether 
their  men  are  exempt  from  this  curse  of  armies.  I 
have  found,  however,  that  typhoid  pneumonia  is 
very  prevalent  among  the  contrabands  of  our 
army,  and  of  the  two  diseases  the  Camp  Dysen- 

tery is  to  be  preferred. 

THE    PKE-TUBERCULAK    STAGE  OF 
PULMONABY  TUBEKCULOSIS. 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 
of  Enon  Valley,  Pennsylvania. 

That  there  is  such  a  stage  of  this  malady  as  the 
pre-tubercular,  will  not  be  denied  by  those  who 
regard  phthisis  as  a  constitutional  disease ;  that 
there  are  symptoms  and  physical  signs  indicative 
of  this  peculiar  condition  of  the  system,  sufficiently 
marked  to  be  of  practical  value,  will  not  be  so 
readily  admitted. 

It  is  common  with  many  to  overlook  the  lesser 
symptoms  of  the  constitutional  disorder  and  seek 
those  which  belong  to  the  local  lesion,  and  if 
there  be  no  evidence  of  local  disease,  they  give  a 
favorable  prognosis,  and  dismiss  the  patient  with 
some  trifling  prescription  in  ro  way  calculated  to 
meet  the  indications  of  his  case.  His  disorder  is 
thus  suffered  to  progress  until  the  lungs  become 
hopelessly  involved,  and  little  if  any  benefit  can  be 
derived  from  medical  treatment. 

I  am  aware,  that  the  great  majority  of  phithiscal 
patients  do  not  apply  for  advice,  until  they  have 
passed  beyond  the  precursory  stage  of  the  disease, 
and  it  is  not  very  often  that  we  have  the  oppor- 

tunity of  carefully  studying  their  symptoms ;  but, 
I  am  satisfied  from  my  own  experience,  that  there 
are  certain  symptoms,  which  belong  to  the  pre- 
tubercular  stage  of  this  disorder,  and  which  are 
generally  very  manifest,  and  may  be  of  great 
practical  value  in  lessening  the  mortality  of  this 
most  fatal  malady.  I  am  acquainted  with  several 
who,  I  firmly  believe,  would  have  been  in  their 
graves,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  timely  detection 
of  their  disorder  at  this  stage,  and  the  employment 
of  remedies  to  counteract  it. 

Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  symptoms, 
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let  us  specify  wliat  we  mean  by  the  pre-tubercular 

stage.  Authors  commonly  describe  three  stages  of 

phithisis,  namely :  the  stage  of  deposit,  the  stage  of 
softening,  and  the  stage  of  expulsion.  That  which 

we  describe  precedes  the  first,  it  is  that  antecedent 

morbid  condition  of  the  general  system  which  precedes 

the  local  development  cf  tubercles ;  a  state  eminently 
characterizedby  some  special  degenerative  changes 
in  the  blood,  which  render  it  unfit  for  normal 

nutrition  and  the  maintenance  of  healthy  action 

in  all  the  tissues  of  the  body.  In  some  constitu- 
tions this  blood  dyscrasia  is  more  marked  than  in 

others,  so  much  so,  that  death  will  occur  before 
the  local  lesion  has  made  serious  progress  ;  every 

physician,  who  has  had  much  experience  and  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  post-mortem  exami- 

nations, must  have  seen  cases  of  this  description  ; 
the  patient  succumbs  to  the  constitutional  malady. 
When  this  dyscrasia  is  present  in  a  very  slight 
degree  it  will  produce  derangements  in  the  various 
organs  of  the  system,  which  cannot  fail  to  attract 
the  attention  of  every  careful  student  of  the  laws 
which  govern  the  human  body  in  health  and 
disease. 

of  phthisis  the 
commonly  presented  are  as 

PABT  I. 

General  Symptoms, 

In  the  pre-tubercular  stage 
general  symptoms 
follows : — 

The  countenance  is  dejected ;  the  eyes  are  dull ; 
the  lips  have  lost  their  cherry  red,  and  when  the 
cachexia  is  very  decided  they  incline  to  purple  ; 
the  complexion  is  sallow  ;  and  the  hair  of  the 
head  is  very  dry.  The  pulse  is  accelerated 
and  the  respiration  is  hurried,  and  very  much 
increased  in  frequency  by  even  moderate  exer- 

cise. The  appetite  is  variable ;  and  the  bowels 
frequently  out  of  order,  sometimes  costive,  but 
more  frequently  relaxed  ;  in  the  latter  case  there 
are  commonly  symptoms  of  indigestion,  and  the 
food,  although  frequently  taken  insufficient  quan- 

tities, is  imperfectly  assimilated,  consequently, 
the  muscles  become  flabby,  the  body  emaciates 
slightly,  its  weight  is  materially  lessened,  and  the 
patient  complains  of  a  want  of  strength  and  ability 
to  engage  in  any  of  the  active  pursuits  of  life. 

The  excretory  functions  are  generally  verj"  im- 
perfectly performed,  with  the  exception  of  the  skin, 

which  is  more  active  than  common,  yielding  an 
increased  quantity  of  perspiration,  which  reduces 
the  temperature  of  the  body ;  lience  the  patient 
complains  at  times  of  chills,  flushes  of  heat, 
cold  hands  and  feet.  They  always  require  an 
extra  amount  of  clothing  to  maintain  a  com- 

fortable degree  of  warmth,  and  are  very  sensitive 
to  changes  in  the  weather.  They  also  frequently 
complain  of  thirst,  dryness,   and  sometimes  a 

burning  heat  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  with  a 
feeling  of  soreness  about  the  larynx,  and  the 
slightest  external  pressure  in  this  region  will  ex- 

cite coughing.  On  inspecting  the  throat,  the 
tonsils  will  sometimes  be  found  slightly  enlarged 
and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  very 
red  and  dry.  In  some  cases  the  patient  is  troubled 
with  aphthae  upon  the  tongue,  cheeks,  and  lips  ; 
a  sure  sign  of  approaching  phthisis  in  the  adult, 
particularly  when  it  is  habitual.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  even  at  this  early  stage, 

Thomson's  gingival  margin  will  be  found  clearly 
defined  upon  the  gums— an  outstanding  sign  of 
the  tubercular  cachexia.  Although  every  other 
sign  of  the  malady  may  be  absent,  we  need  not 
hesitate  a  moment,  to  pronounce  the  case  tuber- 

cular if  this  streak  be  upon  the  gums. 
Patients  suffering  under  the  pre-tubercular 

stage  of  phthisis,  sometimes  complain  of  pain  in 
the  chest,  and  palpitation  of  the  heart.  The 
pain  is  usually  neuralgic  in  its  character,  wander- 

ing from  one  locality  to  another,  sometimes  in  the 
side,  sometimes  just  under  the  sternum,  then 
again  between  the  shoulders  or  under  the  scapula, 
but  never  very  intense.  There  is  not  unfrequently 
considerable  tenderness  along  the  dorsal  vertebrae. 
The  palpitation  of  the  heart  is  ephemeral,  and  is 
commonly  produced  by  sudden  changes  in  the 
position  of  the  body  or  strong  mental  emotions. 
Several  years  ago  I  attendeda  very  intelligent  lady 
who  died  with  phthisis,  who  informed  me  that  the 
very  first  symptom  of  ill  health  that  she  felt,  was 
a  slight  palpitation  of  the  heart,  while  she  was 
engaged  in  her  usual  domestic  duties,  and  that  it 
was  but  a  very  short  time  after  this,  when  she 
commenced  having  more  threatening  symptoms  of 
her  disease.  The  heart  is  commonly  more  active 
than  in  health,  and  the  reason  for  it  is  to  be  found 
in  a  gi-eat  measure  in  the  deteriorated  quality  of 
the  blood,  thus  imposing  an  extra  burden  upon 
the  circulating  organs  to  convey  it  to  the  ultimate 
tissues  of  the  body. 

In  most  all  of  these  cases  there  is  a  slight  cough, 
sometimes  dry,  but  more  frequently  attended  with 
expectoration.  When  the  bronchial  tubes  are  very 
much  irritated  the  expectoration  will  be  copious, 
where  this  is  not  the  case  il^  ill  not  be  verv  much. 
The  prevailing  character  of  the  expectoration  is 
mucous  ;  at  first  it  may  be  glairy  mucous,  and 
when  dry  it  will  shine  like  silver ;  if  the  blood 
malady  has  made  any  considerable  progress,  it 
will  be  slightly  viscid,  frothy,  and  faintly  yellow. 
And  when  carefully  examined  by  the  microscope, 
it  will  be  found  to  contain  withered  pus-corpuscles, 
and  shrivelled  nuclei.  In  one  instance  I  detected 
these  products  in  the  sputum  of  a  tubercular 
patient,  two  years  before  there  was  a  single 
physical  sign,  to  indicate  the  presence  of  the  local 
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[Vol.  X. lesion.  The  presence  of  the  withered  cells  and 
shrivelled  nuclei,  are  indicative  of  approaching 
tubercular  deposits  in  the  lungs.  They  show  very 
clearly,  that  the  blood  is  rapidly  degenerating 
into  that  peculiar  dyscrasia  which  must  ultimately 
lead  to  the  development  of  pulmonary  tubercu- 

losis and  its  destructive  sequence. 
Haemoptysis  is  also  a  frequent  symptom  of  this 

stage  of  the  disease.  Some  writers  on  phthisis 
tell  us,  that  hcemoptysis  does  not  commonly  make 
its  appearance  in  this  malady,  until  the  tubercu- 

lar deposits  have  formed  in  the  lungs.  But  I  have 
met  with  cases  where  it  has  manifested  itself,  long 
before  there  was  a  single  physical  sign  of  the  local 
disease  developed.  I  have  had  a  woman  under 
my  care,  for  more  than  ten  years,  who  has  the 
tubercular  diathesis  very  clearly  marked,  she  has 
a  decided  proclivity  to  phthisis,  her  father  and 
mother  having  died  with  the  disorder.  During 
the  time  mentioned,  she  has  had  several  attacks 
of  profuse  hemoptysis,  but  at  no  time  has  there 
ever  been  a  physical  sign  of  the  disease,  excepting 
prolonged  expiratory  murmur,  and  that  but  very 
recently.  Her  blood-making  organs  are  very 
feeble,  and  her  blood  is  frequently  very  deficient 
in  its  solid  constituents ;  the  bronchial  mucous 
membrane  delicate,  the  depraved  blood  is  freely 
exuded  into  the  bronchia  and  haemoptysis  is  the 
consequence.  That  she  will  ultimately  succumb 
to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  I  have  not  a  doubt. 

During  the  pre-tubercular  stage  of  phthisis  in 
females  the  menses  are  usually  very  scanty  or 
suppressed,  but  this  is  not  always  the  case.  I 
have  known  some  instances  where  they  were  very 
profuse,  occurring  at  short  intervals,  exhausting 

the  patient's  strength  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
and  thus  greatly  adding  to  the  tubercular  cachexia. 
When  the  menses  are  suppressed,  the  patient  will 
sometimes  be  troubled  with  leucorrhoea,  and  its 
attendants,  pain  in  the  back,  limbs,  and  head, 
with  bearing  down  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
bowels,  with  a  frequent  desire  to  urinate.  The 
walls  of  the  vagina  will  sometimes  be  found  very 
much  relaxed,  and  the  uterus  slightly  prolapsed, 
and  unless  the  physician  is  on  his  guard,  he  will 
be  very  apt  to  take  all  these  symptoms  as  the 
mere  expression  of  souft  local  uterine  derange- 

ment, while  the  great  constitutional  malady,  which 
is  the  legitimate  cause  of  all  these  difficulties,  will 
pass  unnoticed  until  the  pulmonary  organs  have  be- 

come hopelessly  involved.  We  do  not  believe  that 
uterine  troubles  are  ever  the  primary  cause  of 
tuberculosis,  but  they  may,  and  indeed  do,  fre- 

quently liasten  its  development.  And  in  females 
who  have  a  marked  proclivity  to  this  malady,  they 
may  sometimes  be  looked  upon  as  symptoms  of 
that  disorder  which  is  to  absorb  every  other. 

Such  are  some  of  tlie  general  symptoms  that 

frequently  present  themselves  to  our  view  in  the 
pre-tubercular  stage  of  phthisis.  With  three  or 
four  exceptions  they  are  symptoms  that  are  some- 

times found  manifesting  themselves  in  other  forms 
of  disease,  and  they  cannot  therefore  be  regarded 
as  altogether  characteristic  of  this.  But  in  esti- 

mating their  value,  we  must  study  them  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  placing  each  one  in  its 

proper  relation  to  the  other,  they  will  present  us 
with  materials,  that  will  form  the  basis  of  a  very 
accurate  diagnosis  of  this  stage  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

[To  be  continued.] 

ELECTRO  THERAPEUTICS. 

By  H.  Lassing,  M.  D. 
Of  New  York. 

Stiff  Joints. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  the  pathology 
of  this  disease,  the  causes  whence  it  arises  being 
too  numerous,  but  by  giving  a  few  cases  which 
occurred  in  my  practice,  will  describe  my  method 
of  cure  by  the  application  electro-magnetism  as  an 
indispensable  adjunct  to  other  proper  therapeutic 
measures. 

D.  W.  B.,  a  merchant  of  this  city,  aged  35,  of  a 
bilious  temperament,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
Southern  States  for  many  years,  and  subject  to 
frequent  attacks  of  acute  articular  rheunqatism  for 
which  he  was  treated  by  large  doses  of  calomel, 
colchicum  and  strychnia  ;  two  years  since  he  found 
his  right  knee  slightly  stiffened,  which  continued 
to  incref.se  until  he  came  under  my  care.  I  found 
the  limb  flexed  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees, 
allowing  a  very  slight  movement  only,  not  more 
than  about  four  inches.  The  knee  was  much  swollen 
and  painful,  the  form  of  the  joint  was  altogether 
lost,  there  appeared  to  be  no  inflammation  in  the 
joint,  but  a  fluctuation  could  be  distinctly  felt. 
I  diagnosed  movable  cartilages,  the  capsular  liga- 

ment was  so  distended  with  the  synovial  fluid  as 
to  create  the  fluctuation.  By  manipulation  the 
cartilage  could  be  placed  between  the  bones,  and 
then  if  the  joint  was  moved,  excruciating  pain  and 
sometimes  faintness  was  produced. — The  treatment 
I  pursued  consisted  in  the  daily  application  of  the 
direct  electro  magnetic  current  through  the  joint 
by  means  of  moistened  conductors,  and  also  apply- 

ing the  same  current  through  the  limb  from  the 
hip  to  the  ankle  and  foot.  The  joint  was  bathed 
with  the  crude  petroleum  oil,  briskly  rubbed  with 
hair  cloth,  painted  with  collodion  and  wrapped  in 
raw  cotton  saturated  with  a  liniment  of  petroleum 
oil,  ammonia,  opium,  capsicum  and  conium,  and 
this  surrounded  by  oiled  silk.  Internally  the  Tr. 
cinchona,  andHyd.  chlorid.  in  1-32  gr.  doses,  and 
Fotassae  iod.,  were  administered.    Whenever  the 
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cotton  was  removed  from  the  joint  it  was  thoroughly 
wet  with  perspiration,  producing  a  verj  sour  fetid 
smell.  In  about  two  weeks  after  this,  treatment 
was  commenced,  the  swelling  being  to  a  great  ex- 

tent reduced,  passive  movement  of  the  joint  was 
added  to  the  treatment,  and  also  effusions  of  hot 
water.  By  these  means,  the  patient  was  enabled 
after  three  months  treatment,  to  walk  without  any 
cane,  he  having  at  first  used  two  crutches,  the 
cartilage  was  evidently  absorbed,  the  knee  had 
regained  its  form,  no  fluid  could  be  perceived  in 
the  joint,  and  the  limb  could  be  moved  to  all  nor- 

mal positions  voluntarily  without  pain  or  inconve- 
nience. 

Patrick  D.,  set.  28,  a  patient  at  the  Eastern 
Dispensary,  had  dislocated  the  tibia  from  the  fe- 

mur, while  unloading  a  vessel,  which  terminated 
in  a  stiff  knee.  A  few  weeks  before  I  saw  him,  he 
had  sustained  a  fall  which  very  much  injured  the 
ankle,  caused  him  to  be  laid  up  in  an  Hospital  in 
splints  for  several  weeks  and  materially  increased 
the  stiffness  of  the  knee.  I  found  much  wasting 
of  the  muscles  of  the  right  thigh  and  buttock,  with 
almost  total  immobility  of  the  knee-joint  and 
swelling  of  the  leg.  The  treatment  pursued  was 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  case,  and  resulted 
favorably  after  forty-three  days,  when  patient  was 
discharged  entirely  cured. 

Jane  M.,  a  young  lady,  set.  17,  by  jumping  from 
a  high  chair  dislocated  her  ankle,  which  by  im- 

proper treatment  and  imprudence  on  part  of  pa- 
tient soon  swelled  to  an  alarming  extent,  an  effu- 

sion of  fluid  took  place,  making  any  movement  of 
the  joint  painful.  Under  similar  treatment  to  the 
foregoing,  recovery  speedily  took  place. 

Robert  A.  DeB.,  set,  48,  was  also  a  case  of  stiff 
knee-joint  with  fibrous  bands  forming  firm  attach- 

ments, and  under  similar  treatment,  combined  with 
the  artificial  expansion  and  contraction  of  the  ex- 

tensors and  flexors  by  the  electro  magnetic  current, 
speedily  recovered. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  l 
January  ̂ ist,  1863.  j 

Clinical  Service  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 
Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Resident  Physician. 
PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMEN. 

Mania-a-Potu. 
The  attention  of  the  class  was  next  called  to  the 

brain  of  a  man  who  died  of  mauia-a-potil  compli- 
cated with  pneumonia.  The  membranes  and  sub- 

stance of  the  brain  were  congested,  but  not  iufianied. 
There  was  not  an  abnormal  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 

ventricles,  nor  was  there  any  efl'usion  at  the  base.  It 
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was  remarked  that  this  brain  was  very  interesting, 
as  showing  that  the  best  marked  delirium  is  not  ne- 

cessarily found,  after  death,  to  have  been  associated 
with  inflammation  or  marked  cerebral  lesion.  In  ty- 

phoid and  typhus  fevers,  there  often  exists  delirium 
— perchance  low  in  its  type — perchance  wild  and  fu- 

rious— but  constantly  augmenting,  and  sometimes 
terminating  in  coma.  Autopsy  reveals,  not  an  in- 

flamed brain — not  a  brain  ruined  by  some  organic 
lesion — but  one  simply  congested.  The  stomach  of 
this  man  is  very  interesting,  in  connection  with  the 
case  of  acute  catarrh  before  the  last  clinic.  It  shows 
the  organic  lesions  of  that  affection.  The  mucous 
membrane  is  highly  congested — more  so  in  some  poi- 
tions  than  in  others — but  there  are  none  of  the  so- 
called  products  of  inflammation  present.  The  liver 
is  very  fatty.  This  often  exists  in  drunkards,  but  is 
by  no  means  restricted  to  them.  The  class  were  then 
shown  another  liver,  taken  also  from  a  debauchee. 
It  was  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  although  per- 

fectly yellow  with  fat,  it  was  greatly  indurated.  It 
was  in  the  first  stage  of  cirrhosis. 

Dysentery. 
The  result  of  the  treatment  in  the  case  of  M.  S., 

who  was  before  the  class,  with  acute  dysentery,  Jan- 
uary 27,  was  first  given.  He  was  discharged  cured 

February  2d.  His  treatment  was  not  altered  from 
that  on  which  he  was  placed  at  the  clinic. 

The  first  case  presented  to-day  was  H.  E.  It  was 
remarked  that  he  Avas  before  the  class  January  27th, 
with  dysentery  then  existent  for  a  month.  He  is 
better  than  then,  his  stools  a  little  less  frequent,  and 
much  less  bloody  and  slimy.  The  tannic  acid  and 
opium  exerted  a  very  happy  influence  for  awhile,  but 
they  have  apparently  lost  their  power,  and  for  a  day 
or  two  the  patient  has  retrograded.  This  being  the 
case,  it  would  be  better  to  discontinue  the  treatment 
and  substitute  the  following  : 

Plumb,  acet.,  gr.  xxiv. Camphorse,  

Opii,         aa,  gr.  vj.  M. 
F.  pil.  xij.    Sig.,  One  four  times  a  day. 

Typhoid  Bemittent  Fever,  accompanied  by 
Erysipelas. 

The  next  case  shown  was  M.  ]\r.,  German,  act.  2-1. 
He  entered  the  wards  January  19.  He  was  then  in  a 
low  typhoid  condition,  following,  according  to  his 
statement,  chills  and  fever.  He  was  troubled  with 
excessive  gastric  irritability,  accompanied  with  epi- 

gastric tenderness  and  profuse  diarrhoea.  These 
have  both  vanished  under  treatment.  January  24:tl\, 
he  had  a  bad  attack  of  erysipelas  in  the  face.  From 
this  he  convalesced,  but  on  the  31st  had  a  second 
attack.  From  this  he  is  noAv  recovering.  His  treat- ment has  consisted  in  the  administration  of  one 
ounce  of  beef  essence  and  one  ounce  of  milk  punch 
(half  and  half)  every  other  hour,  and  also  the  fol- lowing : 

i^.  Tr.  ferri  chlorid.,  foiij. 
Quinife  sulph.,       gr.  vj. 
Syrupi,  f^vss.  M. 

F.    Sol.    Sig.,  Half  an  ounce  every  two  hours. 
Locally,  the  following  application  was  employed : 

S^.  Extr.  opii,  gr.  xij. 
laq.  plumb,  subacet.  dil.,  fsiij.  M. 

F.  Sol. 
It  Avas  remarked  :  that  this  man  came  into  the 

wards  in  a  low  typhoid  state,  Avith  the  liver  some- 
Avhat  and  the  spleen  greatly  enlarged.  Since  Ids  en- 

trance,he  has  had  tAvo  separate  attacks  of  erysipelas, 
from  the  latter  of  Avhich  lie  is  noAv  convalescent.  His 
face  is  SAVollen,  but  the  redness  is  gone  and  the  skin 
is  desiiuamating.  There  are  here  tAvo  points  of  espe- 

cial interest ;  the  first,  the  occurrence  of  erysiiielas 
after  a  fever  ;  secondly,  the  success  of  the  trcatniont. 
Erysipelas  is  more  frequently  a  constitutional  than  a 
local  disease ;  indeed,  that  belonging  to  the  province 

i  of  the  physician  is  strictly  a  constitutional  affection. 
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[Vol  X. It  ofc€n  foUoTTs  low  fexers.  As  a  seqida  of  typhus 
ferer.  it  is  not  of  rare  occurrence.  The  tr.  ferri 
chloridi  seems  to  exert  a  rery  happy  influence  ovct 
the  disease  :  it  is  the  only  agent  that  is  at  all  specific. 
It  may  be  safely  pushed  to  the  extent  of  thirty  drops 
every  two  hours.  The  quinine  is  not  siTen  to  con- 
tTX)l  the  disease,  but  merely  to  support  the  system. 
In  xery  many  cases  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
stimulants  should  be  exhibited  boldly,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  patient  from  sinking. 

But  what  is  the  diagnosis  of  the  fever  that  preceded 
this  patient -s  entrance,  and  what  is  the  prognosis  as 
to  his  future.  He  states  that  he  had  a  chill  every 
day.  followed  by  a  febrile  and  a  serrating  stage.  This 
points  to  a  malarial  fever,  either  i-:rm:::r-:  :r  rf- 
mittent.  The  gastric  symptoms  ri i:  n :;:  jr:- 
bable  that  it  was  the  latter,  but  it  is  n :  i  -irj  rr.s.Ter:al 
jvhich  it  was.  The  great  enlargement  of  the  spleen 
confirms  the  idea  of  a  malarious  origin.  There  may 
be  some  increase  in  that  organ  in  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers,  but  it  is  never  so  great.  He  had  then  a  low 
typhoid  state  of  the  system,  accompanied  with  diar- 

rhoea, and  following  a  miasmatic  attack.  This  is 
sometimes  styled  remittent  typhcdd  fever.  But  it 
differs  in  p->to  cmo  from  enteric  fever  in  the  absence 
of  the  peculiar  abdominal  lesions  of  that  affection. 
The  prognosis  is  favorable.  The  indications  for 
treatment  are  to  buUd  up  the  patient  and  reduce  the 
liver  and  spleen.  Let  him  have  the  following : 

R.  Quinife  sulph.,  gr.  xxiv. 
Acid  muriat.j    gtt.  xlviij . 

tirely  well.   So  she  has  remained  nntil  lately, 
menstrual  flow  has  been  TCiy  irregnlar,  and  r 
absent  for  the  last  dieren  years.   Dnring  t  - 
she  has  been  married,  bnt  neii^  conceive::. 
swti 
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Syrupi, 
5^.b Sig.  Half  an  ounce  three  times  a  day. 

The  tincture  of  iodine  must  be  applied  over  his 
liver  and  spleen.  If  the  enlargement  of  these  organs 
persists  after  his  general  health  mends,  the  iodide  of 
potassium  will  be  tried. 

Iiocal  Paralysis. 

The  next  patient  was  G.  D.,  a?t.  73,  native  of  Phila- 
delphia. When  he  awoke  on  the  morning  of  January 

7th,  he  discovered  that  his  arm  was  almost  power- 
less. He  states  that  he  had  been  lying  on  it  all 

night.  He  has  been  subject  to  rheumatism  for  seven 
years.  He  entered  the  medical  wards  January  8th. 
It  was  remarked  that  in  a  week  his  arm  has  greatly 
improved.  At  first,  the  loss  of  seDsibility,  as  well  as 
of  motion,  was  nearly  total ;  now,  the  former  func- 

tion is  almost  entirely  restored.  There  is  no  wasting 
of  the  muscles.  The  heart's  action  is  excited  and 
irregular,  but  there  is  not  any  valvular  lesion.  The 
examination  of  the  urine  shows  that  the  kidneys  are 
normal.  Here  then  is  a  case  of  purely  local  paralysis, 
without  cardiac  or  renal  disease.  What  is  its  c^^.^se  1 
The  localization  of  it  negifies  any  suspicion  :" brain  lesion.  It  must  be  owing  either  to  press v  : 
the  nerve,  or  else  to  rheumatism,  which  arc  the 
most  common  causes  of  local  paralysis.  The  popu- 

lar idea  of  a  loss  of  power  following  the  lying  on  the 
arm,  is  not  a  fallacy.  It  is  probably  thus  fh at  tL  - 
case  has  arisen.  The  treatment  will  consist  in  tL 
use  of  stimulating  liniments  and  galvanism.  Le: 
one  pole  of  a  battery  be  applied  to  the  axiUary  nerve 
and  the  other  to  different  points  on  the  foi^-arm,  and 
also  galvanize  the  deltoid  muscle  separately.  There 
is  no  need  of  constitutional  remedies.  Were  rheu- 

matism the  cause  of  this  loss  of  ix>wer.  the  same 
local  means  would  be  indicated,  but  the  internal  ad- 

ministration of  alkalies  and  colchicum  would  be 
called  for. 

Tympanites. 
The  next  case  was  E.  R.,  set.  52  years,  German. 

Sh3  entered  the  hospital  four  weeks  ago,  with  trouble 
about  her  heart  and  abdomen.  Three  years  before, 
she  was  in  the  medical  wards  for  twenty-seven  weeks, 
similarly  afflicted.   She  left  improved,  bnt  not  en- 

What 

-y  one 

Z\\  ere 

c:i.; 

er_- 

viz: 
hi  : thr 

.kxe  so 

rgood 
ring  on 

Surgical  Clinic  :?  ?-.;?.  G- 

Reported  br  J.  I.  Z-r-.:.  V.  Z  .  l.t-.-.f  :  i 
Prolarse  ::  ̂ e  3:e::u=:i. 

lai 

pei^ 

an ' 
be- 

irr; 

ii- 

lo  pass  tlie  leccs  . 
as  the  T^ressure  er 

lan  to  re- soluble 

oil.  I' bowel, 
relieve  :  .  - 
injection,  of 
ounces  of  dt 
times  daily- 
has  remaine 
is  now  cons: 
discharged 
March  •26ih. 

er 
er  the and 

1 \z  T 
ssed 

:  inter- 

-e:i€d 

.  -.s 

in 

.  m- ::  t  in  a castor 
of  the 

-  vem  to 
I.  An 

.tikd  in  two -dered  three -  e  bowel 

patient 

•e:  ̂ as 

1.  T- 

Strictuxe 
-  M  . 

the  commencement  of  the 

ethra. 
.  'jree.  Strictnre  at 

membranous  p<Htion  of 



1863.] HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

25 

-  ̂  

■  ̂         ^  - 
^  ̂   y~  y . 

the  urethra,  of  ten  years'  standing.  The  patient 
says  that  he  has  never  had  gonorrhoea.  It  is  possi- 

ble that  the  former  may  exist  independently  of  the 
latter  alfection  ;  yet,  the  canse  of  stricture  is,  in 
ninety-nine  cases  in  a  hundred,  gonorrhoea.  A  small, 
conically-pointed  catheter  is  passed  into  the  bladder  ; 
this  instrument  having  been  Tvithdrawn,  one  of  a 
larger  size  is  passed,  and  is  to  be  retained  by  means 
of  the  double  T  bandage.  The  common  silver  cathe- 

ter, with  a  moderately  conical  point,  is  the  instru- 
ment best  adapted  to  the  rapid  dilatation  of  stricture. 

Such  an  instrument  is  light,  strong,  and  durable.  It  ' 
is  often  necessary  to  retain  the  instrument  in  the 
bladder,  and  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  the 
silver  catheter  is  to  be  preferred  to  all  others.  The 
same  rules  are  observed  in  performing  this  operation 
as  in  ordinary  catheterism.  The  instrument  must 
be  removed  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  and 
cleansed,  after  which  it  must  be  reintroduced.  The 
patient  was  ordered  half  a  grain  of  morphia.  Dis- 

charged Feb.  14th,  cured. 
2.  J  H  ,  aged  sixty.    Stricture,  the  re- 

sult of  gonorrhoea,  which  the  patient  labored  under 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  and  which  was  treated 
with  strong  injections.    The  gonorrhoea  continued 
seven  months.    He  has  frequent  desire  to  pass  his 
urine,  which  is  voided  from  ten  to  twelve  times  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  :  it  passes  oif  in  a  very  small 
stream,  and  sometimes  merely  dribbles  away  ."falling at  the  patient's  feet ;  sometimes  five  minutes  are  con- 

sumed in  emptying  the  bladder.    The  urine  occa-  ' 
sions  no  scalding  during  its  passage.    The  catheter  ' 
being  used,  a  very  firm  obstruction  is  met  with,  but  ! 
it  is  not  so  far  back  as  in  the  preceding  case,  being  ' 
situated  at  the  root  of  the  scrotum.    In  perform- 

ing this  operation,  the  instrument  must  be  kept  in 
the  direction  of  the  raphe  of  the  perineum,  and  of ; 
the  median  line  of  the  abdomen.    Great  care  must  ; 
be  used  lest  a  false  passage  be  made,  as  the  mucous  ' 
membrane,  about  the  seat  of  the  stricture,  is  usually  1 
greatly  softened.    After  some  manipulation,  the  in-  ' 
stiTiment  is  passed  through  the  stricture,  lacerating  ' it  to  some  extent,  and  it  is  to  be  retained  in  the 
bladder.    A  stricture  may  be  of  a  transient  or  of  a 
permanent  character.    The  former  is  the  result  of  a 
spasmodic  contraction  of  the  urethra  ;  the  latter  of 
an  effusion  of  plastic  matter  into  the  mucous  mem- 

brane and  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue.    The  matter 
becomes  organized,  and  thus  occasions  a  permanent  , 
or  organic  stricture.    In  this  case  the  stricture  has 
been  broken  down  by  the  instrument  which  is  left  in, 
with  the  view  of  stimulating  the  absorbents  to  take 
up  the  effused  lymph.    The  patient  must  be  kept 
warm,  upon  a  light  diet,  and  take  at  once  half  a 
grain  of  morphia  to  prevent  pain,  irritation,  and 
rigors,  so  liable  to  follow  such  an  operation.  March 
26th,  this  patient  was  discharged,  cured. 

3.  C  E  ,  aged  37  :  admitted  Oct.  10th, 
1862.  During  defecation,  the  patient,  in  consequence 
of  straining,  felt  something  give  away  about  the 
urinary  apparatus,  and  immediately  after  passed,  as 
he  says,  "a  handful  of  blood "  "from  the  penis. Previously  to  this  accident,  he  had  had  gonorrhoea, 
which  had  lasted  about  a  year.  There  was.  after  the 
decline  of  the  latter  affection,  great  difficulty  expe- 

rienced in  urinating,  accompanied  with  severe  strain- 

ing. Immediately'upon  passing  the  blood,  the  pa- tient came  into  the  ward,  his  scrotum  being  very 
much  distended,  hard,  painful,  and  of  a  pmi^lish 
hue.  He  had  also  chancres  upon  the  prepuce  and  at 
the  meatus.  About  the  time  of  his  admission  he 
was  seized  with  a  chill.  He  was  exhibited  to  the 
class  in  this  condition  by  the  Surgeon  then  on 
duty;  but  some  doubt  existed  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  swelling  of  the  scrotum.  He  was  put  upon  a 
supporting  treatment ;  acetate  of  lead  and  laudanum 
were  applied  locally  ;  the  scrotum  was  supported  by 
means  of  a  suspensory  bandage.  The  day  after 
the  patient  was  brought  before  the  class,  the  scro- 

tum opened  a  short  distance  below  the  root  of  the 

penis,  when  half  a  pint  of  pus,  blood  and  urine,  waa 
discharged.  As  the  urine  issued  at  this  aperture,  a 
catheter  was  introduced  into  the  bladder,  in  order  to 
conduct  oflf  the  fluid  as  fast  as  it  descended  from  the 
kidneys.  The  case  was  originally  one  of  gonorrhoea 
followed  by  stricture.  Gonorrhoea  being  an  inflam- 

matory aflFection,  has  resulted  in  an  effusion  of  orga- 
nizable  lymph  in  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  cellu- 

lar tissues,  causing  a  tight  structure.  The  straining, 
which  the  patient  mentions,  was  not  required  to 
complete  the  act  of  defecation,  but  to  void  the  urine, 

The  effusion  of  blood  was  caused  by  a  rupture  of 
the  urethra  just  behind  the  stricture,  eventuating  in 
infiltration  of  urine.  This  man,  then,  has  a  fistu- 

lous openina:,  communicating  with  the  urethra,  ad- 
mitting of  the  passage  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 

urine.  ̂   A  rupture  of  this  kind  is  a  very  dangerous  and often  a  fatal  aocident,  the  urine  lighting  up  severe  in- 
flammation, rapidly  terminating  in  gangrene  of  the 

affected  parts.  The  indication  is  to  get  rid  of  the 
stricture.  TTith  a  view  of  dilating  the  stricture  as 
well  as  preventing  the  flow  of  urine  through  the 
fistulous  opening,  a  catheter  is  passed  through  the 
obstruction  into  the  bladder,  the  instrument  being 
retained.  A  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  is  applied 
locally.  March  26th,  this  patient's  general  health 
was  very  good.  There  is  yet  a  small  orifice  through 
which  passes  a  very  small  quantity  of  urine.  The 
orifice  is  gradually  narrowing.  He  still  urinates 
through  the  instrtiment. 

Long  Island  College  Hospital,  ) 
Broeklyn.  | 

Obstetric  Clinic  of  Prof.  Chapman. 

Reported  by  Student  A.  J.  C.  Skim. 
Anteversion  of  the  Uterus. 

Mrs.  McA.,  aged  56  years,  married,  presented  herself 
at  the  College  Clinic  on  the  2oth  of  October  last.  She 
had  had  two  children,  but  no  miscarriages,  was  full- 
blooded  and  corpulent,  and  had  enjoyed  good  health 
until  four  months  ago,  when  her  courses — regular  to 
that  time — ceased,  and  have  not  since  rettimed.  She 
has  a  yellow  or  semi-jatmdiced  complexion,  tender- 

ness in  the  region  of  the  liver,  gastric  derangement, 
pain  in  the  back  extending  over  the  hips,  and  a  ten- 
esmetic,  forcing  and  dragging  sensation  in  the  pelvic 
cavity,  which  is  greatly  increased  by  exercise,  ren- 

dering 'walking  diflicult,  and  at  times  nearly  imprac- 
ticable. Formerly,  during  menstruation,  she  expe- 

rienced a  sensation  of  fulness,  and  had  shooting 
pains  in  the  breasts,  and  now  the  areola  is  brownish 
and  studded  with  developed  follicles. 
On  examination  in  the  erect  position,  prolapsus 

uteri  et  vesicae  in  the  first  degree  was  detected.  The 
uterus  was  anteverted,  its  body  resting  on  the  blad- 

der, and  its  neck  looking  backward  and  downward 
into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  The  05  uteri  was 
patulous,  and  the  anterior  portion  of  the  neck  was 
more  prominent,  and  the  body  of  the  womb  more 
bulky  than  in  the  normal  condition, — chansres  which 
were  easily  detected  by  the  touch.  The  bladder  was 
pressed  downward  by  the  superincumbent  weight  of 
the  uterus,  so  that  the  basfond,  occupying  the  ante- 

rior portion  of  the  vagina,  could  be  felt  as  a  soft 
yielding  tumor  behind  the  pubic  bones. 
On  examination  with  the  speculum,  the  uterine 

neck  was  found  to  be  enlarged  and  congested ;  the 
portion  three-eighths  of  an  fnch  broad  surrounding 
the  OS  uteri  being  of  a  bright  red  color,  but  the  re- 
mainiuiT  part  of  the  neck  of  a  purplish  appearance. 
The  epithelium  was  no  where  detached,  nor  was 
there  any  ulceration  or  granulations  to  be  seen.  The 
anterior  lip  of  the  os  was  enlarsred  and  indurated, 
which  condition  with  the  anteversion  rendered  it 
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[Vol.  X. diflicult  to  bring  the  parts  into  the  field  of  vision. 
An  albuminous  secretion  vras  hanging  from  the  os 
uteri,  which  was  patulous,  allowing  us  to  observe 
that  the  inflammation  extended  into  the  cavity  of  the 
neck.    There  was  no  vaginal  leucorrhoea. 

Treatment. — Scarification  of  the  os  uteri,  and  the 
following  prescription  : — 

R.    Mass.  pil.  hydrarg.,  5ss. 
Pulv.  aloes,  gr.  viij. 
5aponis, 

M. 

menses  for  some  months,  depletes  the  local  conges- 
tion by  a  natural  effort.  Whenever  congestion,  as 

in  this  case,  occurs  at  the  critical  period'^  it  should be  relieved,  since  this  state  predisposes  to  morbid 
growths  and  malignant  diseases,  which  often  take 
their  rise  at  this  age.  It  will  be  observed  that  there 
was  present  no  constitutional  cause  for  the  disease, 
the  patient  being  in  other  respects  healthy ;  hence  no 
general  remedies  were  given  excepting  what  were 
required  to  correct  the  hepatic  secretion. 

Frequently  when  there  is  irritation  of  the  uterus, 
whether  from  congestion,  ulceration,  polypus,  mor- 

bid growths  of  any  kind  in  the  uterine  cavity  or 
walls,  or  pregnancy  in  the  early  months,  the  liver 
from  sympathy  has  its  function  disordered.  For  the 
same  reason  a  change  in  the  areola  of  the  breast  and 
its  mucous  follicles  takes  place  in  all  these  condi- 
tions. 

This  change  generally  is  not  very  marked,  and 
certainly  not  more  in  the  first  or  second  months  of 
gestation  than  in  the  diseased  conditions  above 
named.  The  only  treatment  was  local  depletion  by 
leeching  and  scarification ;  the  former  should  be 
used  when  the  congestion  is  great,  particularly  when 
the  body  of  the  uterus  is  implicated  ;  the  latter  is 
generally  sufiicient  when  the  congestion  is  less 
marked  or  reduced  by  previous  leeching,  and  for  all 
ordinary  cases  of  congestion  or  ulceration  of  the 
uterine  neck.  Under  this  treatment,  without  con- 

stitutional remedies,  the  patient  improved,  and  then 
the  cure  was  completed  by  applying  the  caustic 
solution  to  the  cavity  of  the  neck  where  the  disease 
is  almost  sure  to  continue  in  the  mucous  follicles 
unless  thus  removed.  This  hidden  inflammation 
cannot  be  radically  cured  by  any  other  way,  and  if 
this  precaution  is  neglected,  the  disease  will  most 
likely  return. 

Ft.  pil.  viij. 
Sig.  Four  at  bed  time  and  four  the  following  night. 

The  patient  to  use  a  vegetable  diet. 
November  3rd.  Symptoms  of  gastric  and  hepatic 

derangement  continue  unrelieved. 
Employed  scarification,  and  prescribed 

]^.    Hydrarg.  chlor.  mit. 
Pulv.  jalap,  a  a  gr.  x.  M. 

S.  To  be  taken  in  the  morning  fasting. 
November  13th.  The  gastric  and  hepatic  compli- 

cations were  now  much  less  marked.  The  scarifica- 
tion not  having  improved  the  condition  of  the  local 

disease,  nor  mitigated  the  pelvic  symptoms,  two 
leeches  were  applied  through  the  speculum.  These 
bled  freely  at  the  time,  and  for  several  hours  after- 

ward, so  much  so,  that  she  sensibly  felt  the  loss  of 
blood. 
November  22nd.  The  congestion  being  much  re- 

lieved by  the  leeching,  the  depletion  was  accom- 
plished by  scarification  from  this  date. 

December  3rd.  The  general  health  of  the  patient 
improving,  and  the  congestion  of  the  uterus  disap- 

pearing: scarification. 
December  10th.  Symptoms  of  slight  derangement 

of  the  digestive  organs  have  returned.  Kepeal;ed  the 
prescription  of  blue  mass  and  aloes,  and  scarified 
the  OS. 

December  17th.  Scarification. 
December  24th.  Same  treatment.  I 
January  2nd.  Scarified;  repeated  the  prescription  ■  I7*T>,T-r'/^T>TAT  T^ttd  A-nT-A/r-nxi-n of  blue  mass  and  aloes.  !  ILDITORIAL       1^ EP  ARTMENT. 
January  10th.  The  patient's  general  health  is  much  ' improved ;  the  bluish  color  of  the  neck  is  replaced 

by  the  normal  color  of  the  mucous  membranes  and 
the  inflamed  circle  around  the  os  has  disappeared. 
The  following  solution  was  introduced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterine  neck. 

Argenti  nitrat.  oj. 
Aquae  dest.     f§j.  M. 

January  16th.  Caustic  application  repeated. 
January  24th.  Same  treatment. 
February  7th.  Caustic  applied.  Patient  dismissed,  i 
cured.  | 

The  pain  which  the  patient  experienced  in  the  j 
pelvic  region  was  caused  by  the  anteverted  uterus  | 
resting  upon  the  bladder,  this  superincumbent  weight  j 
pressing  it  downward,  so  that  its  ligaments  were  put  | 
upon  the  stretch,  and  the  basfond,  its  most  sensitive  j 
portion,  was  subjected  to  constant  irritation.  i 

The  uterus  being  a  movable  organ  adapted  to  a  i 
considerable  change  of  position,  as  is  observed  in  i 
pregnancy,  its  prolapsus,  simply,  does  not  give  rise 
to  the  same  amount  of  suffering  that  is  present  when 
other  pelvic  organs  are  involved  in  the  malposition, 
as  for  example  the  bladder,  a  fixed  organ,  bearing 
the  weight  of  the  womb  increased  to  three  or  four 
times  its  natural  size,  is  necessarily  the  source  of ; 
great  pain  from  its  attachments  being  put  upon  the  , 
stretch.    This,  frequently,  is  the  condition  of  things  ' 
in  uterine  congestion  ;  the  uterus  much  congested  ! 
and  anteverted,  and  both  the  uterus  and  bladder  j forced  into  the  vagina.  I 

The  congestion  of  the  uterus  in  this  case  was  due  [ 
to  the  sudden  cessation  of  the  menses  at  the  change  ' 
.of  life ;  whereas  the  decline  of  this  function  is  i 
usually  gradual,  thus  allowing  nature  to  accomrao 
date  itself  to  this  new  condition  of  the  system. 

More  commonly  this  period  is  marked  by  menor 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

A  Theoretical  and  Practical  Treatise  on  Mid- 
WIFERY,  IXCLUDIXG  THE  DISEASES  OF  PKEGXA^XY 
A>-D  PARTURITIO>',  AND  THE  ATTEXTIOXS  REQUIRED BY  THE  Child  from  Birth  to  the  Period  of 
Wea>-i>-g.  By  P.  Cazeau,  Member  of  the  Im- 

perial Academy  of  Medicine,  Adjunct  Professor  in 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
Adopted  by  the  Superior  Council  of  Public  In- 

struction, and  placed  by  ministerial  decision  in 
the  rank  of  the  Classical  Works  designed  for  the 
use  of  Midwife  Students,  in  the  Maternity  Hospital 
of  Paris.  Third  American,  translated  from  the 
SixfJi  FrencTi  Edition,  by  Wm.  Pv.  Bullock,  M.  D. 
With  140  Illustrations,  pp.  971.  Philadelphia : 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1863.    Price  $4.00. 

We  regret  that  our  space  does  not  allow  of  an  ex- 
tended notice  of  this  valuable  work.    It  is  one  of 

the  most  systematic  treatises  on  the  subject  of  which 
it  treats  that  we  have  ever  met  with.    Its  plan  and 
scope  make  it  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  student 
and  the  practitioner.    The  author  has  availed  him- 

self of  the  writings  of  his  predecessors  and  cotem- 
poraries  of  all  nations,  in  his  endeavor  to  produce  a 
book  in  which  he  trusts  "will  be  found  collected  all 

i  our  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  obstetric  art."  He 
j  says,  "In  the  science  of  observation,  a  ncAv  work  is I  necessarily  enriched  by  the  labors  of  all  antecedent 

rhagia  which  occurring  after  the  absence  of  the  writers,  and  therefore  its  greatest  merit  consists  ia 
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collecting  the  scattered  materials,  and  forming  out 
of  them  a  body  of  doctrine  which  it  illustrates  in 
the  clearest  and  simplest  manner  possible."  Such 
is  the  end  he  has  endeavored  to  attain,  and  it  must 
be  admitted  he  has  attained  it  in  a  remarkably  suc- cessful manner. 

The  following  is  the  plan  of  the  work  : 
Part  I.  Treats  of  the  Female  Organs  of  Oeneration. 

It  contains  three  chapters,  one  on  the  pelvis,  and 
two  on  the  organs  of  generation. 

Part  II.  Treats  of  Generation.  Book  i.,  of  Con- 
ception ;  Book  ii.,  of  Gestation.  The  chapter  on 

simple  uterine  pregnancy  contains  a  most  elaborate 
and  satisfactory  account  of  the  Diagnosis  of  Preg- 

nancy, its  rational  and  sensible  signs,  etc.,  etc. 
Book  iii.  treats  of  the  Human  Ovum  after  Fecunda- 

tion. This  subject  is  elaborately  treated  of  in  four 
chapters,  from  conception  to  the  foetus  at  full  term. 
Book  iv.  treats  of  Abnormal  Pregnancies  in  two 
chapters,  viz. :  Twin  pregnancy  and  extra  uterine 
pregnancy.  Book  v.  treats  of  the  Pathology  of  Ges- 
t^ation  in  four  chapters,  viz. :  Diseases  of  the  preg- 

nant woman,  general  considerations,  displacements 
of  the  uterus,  abortion,  and  diseases  occurring  dur- 

ing pregnancy. 
,  Part  III.  Treats  of  Lahor  in  General.  Book  i., 
of  Premature  and  Retarded  Labor  ;  book  ii., 
of  Natural  Labor  at  Term,  in  five  chapters,  viz. : 
Causes  of  Labor,  the  physiological  phenomena  of 
labor,  the  mechanical  phenomena  of  labor,  the  neces- 

sary attentions  to  the  woman  during  and  after  labor, 
the  attentions  to  the  child  immediately  after  its 
birth. 
Part  IV.  Treats  of  Dystocia.  First  Division : 

Causes  of  Dystocia.  Book  i.  treats  of  Labors  ren- 
dered Difficult,  Impossible,  or  Dangerous,  by  reason 

of  Excessive  Action  of  the  Uterine  Forces.  This 
book  is  in  two  chapters,  viz.  :  Extreme  Slowness  of 
Labor,  too  Rapid  Labors.  Book  ii.  treats  of  Labors 
rendered  Difficult,  Impossible,  or  Dangerous,  by 
obstacles  opposing  the  ready  expulsion  of  the  Foetus. 
There  are  five  chapters,  as  follows  :  Deformities  of 
the  pelvis,  malformations  of  the  vulva  and  vagina, 
tumors  in  the  excavation,  obstacles  dependent  on  the 
neck  or  body  of  the  womb,  obstacles  dependent  on 
the  foetus  or  its  appendages.  Book  iii.  treats  of  the 
Diseases  or  accidents  that  may  complicate  labor  and 
require  the  intervention  of  art.  There  are  five  chap- 

ters, as  follows  :  Puerperal  hemorrhage,  puerperal 
convulsions,  ruptures  of  the  uterus,  rheumatism  of 
the  uterus,  certain  diseases  that  may  complicate 
labor.  Second  Division :  Obstetrical  Operations. 
These  are  treated  of  in  nine  chapters,  as  follows  : 
Version,  the  forceps,  the  lever  or  vectis,  premature 
artificial  delivery,  the  production  of  abortion,  the 
effect  of  bleeding  and  a  debilitating  regimen  upon 
the  development  of  the  child,  symphyseotomy,  the 
Cesarean  operation,  embryotomy. 

Part.  V.  Treats  of  the  Delivery  of  the  After-Urtli. 
Part  VI.  Treats  of  the  Ilygi^nfi  of  Ckilclren.  Book 

i.,  of  the  Alimentation  of  Children,  in  three  chap- 
ters, viz.  :  Lactation,  nursing,  general  considerations 

respecting  certain  points  relating  to  the  hygiene  of children. 
An  appendix  treats  of  the  use  of  anaesthetics  in 

obstetrical  practice. 
The  above  outline  will  give  a  good  indication  of 

the  system  and  plan  of  this  excellent  work.  Each 
subject  is  elaborately  discussed,  in  elegant  language, 
and  without  a  redundancy  of  words.  The  translator 
has  done  his  part  of  the  work  well ;  so  have  the 
publishers.  The  book  is  printed  with  clear  type,  on 
the  best  of  paper,  and  the  illustrations  are"^  of  the first  order.    The  binding  is  firm  and  strong. 

If,  through  our  recommendation,  any  of  our  sub- 
scribers should  add  this  work  to  their  libraries, 

neither  we  or  they  will  have  any  reason  to  regret  it. 

The  Medical  Student's  Vade  Mecum :  A  Com- 
PEXDiuM  OF  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Chemistry, 
Poisons,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy,  Surgery, 
Obstetrics,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Diseases  of 
THE  Skin,  etc.,  etc.  By  George  Mendenoall, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children,  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  M.  A.  M.  A.,  etc.,  etc.  Eleventh  Edition., 
revised  and  greatly  enlarged,  with  224  Illustrations. 
Duodecimo,  pp.  692.  Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston.   1863.    Price  §2.00. 

This  belongs  to  a  class  of  books  which  the  readers 
of  the  Reporter  are  aware  has  never  found  much 
favor  in  its  columns.  We  believe  their  tendency  is 
to  encourage  superficialism  in  medical  studies.  Here 
we  have  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  and 
the  collateral  branches  all  condensed  into  a  compass 
of  less  than  seven  hundred  duodecimo  pages  !  Of 
course  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  author  to  have 
this  work  supersede  more  elaborate  and  comj^lete 
treatises  on  the  subjects  treated  upon ;  but  with 
many  there  is  great  danger  of  that  very  result.  Igno- 

rant, lazy  students  will  be  tempted  to  rely  on  such 
manuals  as  this,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  elaborate 
works.  The  ultimate  effect  is  to  reduce  the  science 
of  medicine  to  the  level  of  a  mere  art  or  trade.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  encourage  the  circulation  of  such 
works. 

At  the  same  time  we  do  not  deny  that  there  is 
much  information  in  these  manuals,  which  even  the 
practitioner  of  medicine  might  sometimes  avail  him- 

self of,  in  order  to  refresh  his  memory  on  certain 
points  when  he  has  not  time  to  examine  more  elabo- 

rate treatises.  Certain  it  is,  however,  they  are  not 
the  works  resorted  to  by  our  best  medical  students 
or  practitioners. 

With  those  who  use  this  class  of  works,  Menden- 
hall's  Vade  Mecum  has  always  been  a  favorite,  and 
its  circulation  among  medical  students  has  been 
quite  large.  Its  literary  qualities  are  good,  and  the 
information  given  as  full  and  complete  as  it  is  pos- 

sible to  condense  in  so  small  a  space.  It  is  well 
illustrated  and  neatly  got  up,  and  has,  in  addition, 
the  recommendations  of  compactness  and  cheap- 
ness. 

Origin  of  Petroleum. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Edwards,  in  the  Fharmacentical  Journal, 

remarks  that  the  flow  of  oil  from  mineral  springs  is 
by  no  means  new,  either  to  science  or  commerce. 
Hedrodotus  has  recorded  that  the  island  of  Zaute 
furnished  large  quantities,  while  Pliny  and  Dioscori- 
des  describe  the  oil  obtained  from  Agrigentum,  a 
small  town  of  Sicily.  The  Persian  springs  at 
Bakoum  have  yielded  to  the  value  of  600,000  dollars 
annually,  and  the  earth  oil  from  Rangoon,  in  Bur- 
mah,  has  been  exported  to  the  extent  of  •100,000 
hogsheads  yearly.  The  streets  of  Genoa  and  Amiens 
were  formerly  lighted  by  a  petroleum  obtained  from 
Parma.  In  1847  a  spring  Avas  discovered  in  York- 

shire, which  was  successfully  worked  by  Mr.  James 
Young,  of  Glasgow,  until  exhausted,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  distillation  of  coal,  and  dis- 

covered paraffine  oil.  The  marvelous  oil-springs  of 
the  New  World,  however,  far  surpass  in  extent  and 
interest  all  previous  discoveries,  and  the  ([uantities 
already  yielded,  without  apparently  diminishing  the 
supply,  show  that  this  will  be  a  nn)st  important  arti- 

cle of  commerce  for  some  years  to  come. — English 
Faptr. 

Poisoning  from  Chloroform. 
An  unknown  quantity  of  chloroform  was  swallowed 

as  a  remedy  for  sleeplessness,  and  was  ellectual.  The 
patient  was  for  several  liours  insensible,  as  though 
the  anaesthetic  had  been  inhaled.  He  then  recovered 
his  sensibility,  but  died  under  the  violent  re-actiou 
which  ensued. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 
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[Vol.  X, MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER.  I  the  Chair  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  and  of  R.  A. 
Penrose,  M.  D.,  to  that  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases 

i  of  Women  and  Children.    Both  these  gentlemen 
PHILADELPHIA,  MAT 1863. 

THE  MEDICAL  DEPAKTMENT  OP  THE  I        "^^^^  favorably  known  in  this  city  as 

UlsnVEKSITY  OP  PENNSYLVAIflA.      j  teachers  in  their  respective  departments.  Dr. 
Important  changes  are  taking  place  this  spring  1  Smith  began  his  public  course  as  a  teacher  of 

in  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Pbysiology  in  the  Philadelphia  Association  for 

University  of  Pennsylvania.  Two  of  its  old  pil-  |  Medical  Instruction  in  1842.  This,  though  not  a 

lars  are  removed,  and  their  places  are  to  be  sup-  |  chartered  institution,  was  quite  as  successful  a 

plied  by  new  ones.  The  removals  have,  of  course,  |  school,  pecuniarly,  as  most  of  the  medical 
been  voluntary.  Those  who  have  resigned  are  j  schools  in  the  country.  He  held  this  position 

Dr.  Samuel  Jacksox,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  \  18^2,  when  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  Chair 

Medicine,  and  Dr.  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  Professor  of  |  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  Pennsylvania 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  |  Medical  College.     He  was  a  very  popular  and 

The  connection  of  these  gentlemen  with  this  |  successful  lecturer,  and  retained  the  position 
venerable  school  is  historic.  They  are  the  last  |  ^^til  1859,  when  he  resigned,  soon  after  which, 

links  of  the  chain  that  connected  the  present  ;  '^^  '^as  elected  one  of  the  attending  Physicians  of 
faculty  with  the  immediate  successors  of  its  dis-  |       Pennsylvania  Hospital,  which  position  he  now 

tinguished  founders.    Dr.  Jackson's  connection 
holds Dr.  Smith  was  for  some  vears  editor  of 

with  the  school  dates  back  to  1827,  when  he  was  \  Medical  Examiner  of  this  city,  and  he  is  one 

elected  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Practice,  In-  !  of  authors  of  Neill  &  Smith's  Compendium 
stitutes,  and  Clinical  Medicine— Dr.  Nathan^iel  i  of  Medicine.    There  are  also  other  publications 
Chapman.  At  that  time  Dr.  Phillip  Syxg 

Phtsick,  who  had  been  associated  with  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Rush,  one  of  the  oris;inal  founders  of  medi- 

with  which  his  name  is  associated. 

Dr.  Pexkose  was  for  many  years  a  popular  pri- 
vate lecturer  to  verv  larse  classes  on  his  branch. 

cal  teaching  in  America,  was  connected  with  the  |      ̂^^e  building  of  the  Philadelphia  School  of 
University.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1835,  Dr. 
Jackson  was  chosen  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 

Medicine,  the  first  time  in  this  country  certainly, 
that  this  important  branch  was  made  a  separate 
chair.  This  position,  Dr.  Jackson  has  continued 
to  fill,  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 

Anatomy.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  gen- 
tlemen will  fill  their  respective  positions  in  a 

manner  which  will  be  at  once  a  credit  to  them- 

selves, to  the  positions,  in  which  they  have  been 

preceded  by  men  high  in  attainment  and  de- 
served distinction,  and  to  the  venerable  seat  of 

University,  to  this  time— a  period  of  twenty-eight  i  medical  learning,  which  has  so  long  stood  pre- 
years.  His  entire  connection  with  the  University 

covers  a  period  of  thirty-six  years. 
The  first  connection  of  Dr.  Hodge  with  the  Uni- 

versity seems  to  date  back  to  November  14th  of 

eminent  on  this  continent. 

AN  EXPOSITIOM-. 
Editor  of  Med.  and  Sukg.  Repokter. — A  certain 

the  same  year,  (1835,)  when  he  was  elected  to  the  '  Dr.  J.  Skillen  Houghton  advertises  gratuitous 
medical  advice  on  behalf  of  the  "Howard  Associ- 

chair  that  he  has  just  vacated,  as  successor  to  the  ation,"  of  Philadelphia.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry 

distinguished  Dr.  W.  P.  Dewees,  who  was  com-  I  from  one  of  my  patients,  he  sends  a  pamphlet  pre- tending to  give  a  description,  &c.,  of  diseases  of 
pelled  to  resign  on  account  of  feeble  health.  Dr.  \  genital  system,  and  also  freely  communicating 
Hodge  distinguished  himself  greatly  as  a  teacher  '  new  remedies  (so  calledj  used  by  their  infirmary. '  Not  one  of  these  remedies  is  to  be  found  in  any and  practitioner  of  his  branch  of  medicine,  and 
his  connection  with  the  University  served,  like 

that  of  Dr.  Jackson,  to  add  greatly  to  its  popu- 
larity and  prosperity  as  a  medical  school. 

The  idaces  thus  left  vacant,  have  been  filled  by 

drug  store  or  botanist's  shop,  neither  does  any 
work  on  Materia  Medica  or  Botany  contain  the 
names  so  given.  In  the  pamphlet,  the  remedies 
spoken  of,  are  ofi"ered  for  sale  at  an  enormous  price. Is  this  a  humbug?  Verdakt. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  give  our  correspondent 
the  election  of  Francis  Gurney  Smith,  M.  D.,  to  l  credit  for  as  much  verdancy  as  he  seems  willing  to 
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confess  to  in  tiie  above  note.  His  design  is  evi-  i  reined. al  means  unknown  to  others.  The  object, 
dently  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  expose  a  piece  of  course,  is  to  make  money.  A  class  of  complaints 

of  heartless  charlatanism,  for  he  states  his  propo-  ;  is  chosen  to  which  the  young  are  especially  liable, 
sition,  demonstrates  it,  and  asks  us  to  prove  it !  !  and  which  they  would  rather  write  than  converse 
We  are  loth  to  descend  into  the  filth,  mire,  and  I  about,  and  inducements  held  out  to  apply  for 

pollution  of  quackery  and  such  quackery  as  is  re-  j  advice,  and  all  under  the  guise  of  philanthropy ! 
ferred  to  by  our  correspondent.  But  it  is  a  part  j  The  whole  thing  is  a  base  deception  and  fraud, 
of  our  vocation.  The  obstetrician  has,  at  times,  .  There  is  no  such  chartered  association,  as  that 

very  unpleasant  duties  to  perform  ;  the  surgeon  j  named,  in  Philadelphia,  and  whatever  remedies 
is  under  the  necessity,  occasionally,  of  thrusting  I  may  be  employed  by  the  pretender,  who  assumes 

his  fingers  into  very  dubious  and  uninviting  cavi-  j  to  be  the  physician  of  such  association,  are,  we 

ties,  of  handling  the  gangrenous  limb — nay,  of  j  venture  to  say,  very  common  place,  and  perhaps, 
operating  on  the  reeking  ulcer  which  is  the  result  :  very  inert  substances. 
of  indulgence  in  the  most  abominable  of  vices,  j  Let  our  profession  warn  the  public  that  any  one 
The  physician  must  encounter  the  most  loathsome  '  who  advertises  in  the  newspapers  to  cure  disease, 

and  contagious  diseases  in  the  most  filthy  locali-  ;  especially  that  class  of  disorders  commonly  termed 

ties,  at  great  personal  risk  ;  but  they  are  in  the  |  "private  diseases,"  giYes  prima  facie  evidence  of 
line  of  their  duty,  and  they  do  not  shrink  from  its  ;  incapacity,  and  the  chances  are  that  he  is  a  heart- 
performance. less  villain.    We  trust  that  some  means  will  be 

As  a  public  journalist,  it  is  a  part  of  our  duty  at  1  devised  before  long  to  narrow  the  field  of  opera- 
times,  to  sound  the  note  of  warning  in  regard  to  1  tion  for  this  class  of  pretenders.  The  loss  of  life, 

some  forms  of  quackery.  The  more's  the  pity  that  of  character,  and  the  waste  of  money  caused  by 
it  should  ever  be  necessary,  but  "the  profession"  '  such  pretensions  is  incredible,  and  it  is  a  sad  com- 
is  an  indefinite  noun,  and  represents  grades  of  j  ment  on  the  venality  of  the  newspaper  press  that 
intelligence,  verdancy,  and  ignorance,  that  we  re-  i  it  is  willing  to  lend  itself  to  the  propagation  of 
gret  to  be  compelled  to  confess  to.  It  would  be  \  such  lewdness,  hypocrisy,  and  imposition,  as  is 

too  much  to  assume  that  among  the  thousands  of !  contained  in  the  lying  advertisements  with  which 
readers  of  the  Reportek,  there  were  none  who 

needed  enlightenment  in  respect  to  the  lying 
representations  of  unscrupulous  quacks.  It  is  in 
this  view  that  we  notice  the  above  communication, 

and  not  that  we  think  the  writer  needs  light. 

Of  course,  the  case  specified  by  our  correspond- 
ent is  a  humbug,  and  an  outrageous  one,  too.  The 

their  columns  abound. 

Notes  and  Comments, 

Foreign  Correspondence. 
We  are  just  in  receipt  of  some  most  valuable 

name  of  a  great  philanthropist,  and  of  a  worthy  [  fo^'eign  correspondence,  which  we  hope  to  com- mence in  our  next  issue,  with  the  drawings  and 
philanthropic  association  of  New  Orleans,  have 
been  prostituted  to  the  basest  of  purposes.  We 

;  description  of  a  new  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
i  of  fractures,  by  Dr.  Appia,  President  of  the  Medi- 

have  more  than  once  exposed  this  wicked  attempt  ;  cal  Society  of  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
to  impose  on  the  credulity  of  the  public,  and  the 
medical  profession  owe  it  to  the  cause  of  morality 

to  enlighten  the  community  in  regard  to  the 
objects  it  cloaks  under  so  specious  a  name. 

The  advertisements  of  this  fellow  will  be  found 

chiefly  in  country  newspapers.  They  have  ap- 
peared at  different  times,  over  different  names, 

but  their  object  is  the  same,  viz.,  to  catch  the  eye 

Our  correspondent  is  Mr.  W.  N.  Cote,  from 
whose  unusually  valuable  communications  to  the 
British  American  Journal,  we  have  frequently 
copied.  We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Dr. 
Archibald  Hall,  of  Montreal,  late  editor  of  that 
excellent  periodical  for  these  communications, 
who  desired  to  give  them  the  widest  circulation 
possible  in  America. 

We  shall  take  measures  to  secure  a  continuance 
of  this  correspondence,  and  as  it  is  probable  that 

of  the  ignorant  and  unwary,  and  deceive  them  by  Mr.  Cote  will  remain  in  Europe  for  at  least  another 

pretensions  to  philanthropy,  and  the  possession  of  year,  either  in  Germany  or  Edinburgh,  we  think 
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[Vol.  X. we  can  promise  our  readers  an  unusually  rich 
treat  in  the  way  of  intelligent  communications 
from  abroad. 

Unfermented  Bread. 
Those  of  our  readers  who  have  the  opportunity 

of  visiting  the  Unfermented  Bread  Bakery  at  the 
corner  of  Broad  and  Buttonwood  streets,  in  this 
city,  and  have  not  availed  themselves  of  it,  should 
do  so,  and  witness  the  process  of — we  were  going 
to  say  ?7zan?(facturing  it — but  that  would  hardly  be 
proper,  as  hands  have  nothing  directly  to  do  with 
it.  The  process  is  a  very  simple  one,  easily 
understood,  and  a  very  great  improvement  over 
the  ordinary  plan  of  making  bread.  The  best 
flour  is  used.  After  being  passed  through  two 
selves,  it  is  introduced  into  a  globular  air-tight 
vessel ;  water  and  salt  are  then  added,  the 
atmospheric  air  exhausted,  and  carbonic  acid  gas 
forced  in.  It  is  then  kneaded  by  machinery, 
passed  into  the  bake  pans  without  being  handled, 
put  into  a  hot  oven  as  soon  as  possible,  and  baked. 
The  advantages  of  this  bread  are  its  purity,  whole - 
someness,  and  the  absence  of  a  ferment.  We 
have  found  the  bread  particularly  good  for  invalids, 
especially  where  there  is  a  disposition  to  flatulence 
and  indigestion.  It  is  used  in  some  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  and  civic  hospitals  in  this  city. 

There  are  similar  establishments  in  New  York 
and  Boston,  and  our  readers  in  those  cities  would 
be  well  repaid  by  a  visit  to  them. 

Longevity. 
Philadelphia,  though  she  may  not  lay  claim  to 

being  so  healthy  a  city  that  her  citizens  have  to 

"go  away  to  die,"  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
healthiest  large  cities  in  the  world.  Her  mortality 
record  gives  evidence  of  this.  In  1862  it  was  one 
in  forty-three,  or  2.32  per  cent.  London,  whose 
sanitary  condition  approaches  as  nearly  to  perfec- 

tion as  that  of  any  city  in  the  world,  had  a  mor- 
tality in  1860,  of  2.27.  We  doubt  whether  any 

other  city  can  beat  the  following  record,  taken 
from  the  death  column  of  the  Ledger,  a  popular 
daily  paper  of  this  city,  of  March  31st. 

Age.  Age. 
Jacob  Bergerhauser  71  yrs.  i  Mary  Murray  80  yrs. Esther  Chestnut  74 
Sam'l  H.  Crawford  73 
Ann  Douglass  ]  10 8ariih  Fnlrner  100 
Jonny  Glodliill  ...70 Joliu  C.  Hoffman  71 

Susan  Myretus  91 Catharine  Kickner  76 
Margaret  Shalfer  81 
Henry  Smith  93 
William  Stephens  72 
Harriet  Sutliu  75 

Average  age  of  fourteen  persons  whose  deaths 
were  jjuljlished  on  a  single  day,  eighty-one  years  ! 

WOTICE. 
The    Medical   Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
"Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila- 

{lcli)hia,  on  the  second  Wednesday,  lOtli,  of  June, 
at  11,  A.  M.  J.  II.  Smaltz, 

J.  M.  Stevenson, 
Eccordiug  Secretaries. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

CONGRESSIOIsrAL. 

Appropriations. 
The  Act  of  Congress,  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1864,  appropriates  upward  of  ten  millions  of  dollars 
for  medical  and  hospital  purposes,  without  including 
the  salaries  of  the  medical  officers.  The  items  are  as 

follows  : — For  the  Regular  Army,  three  hundred  and  ninety- three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  : 
For  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  and  so  forth, 

one  hundred  and -thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  hospital  stores,  bedding,  and  so  forth,  one 

hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  hospital  furniture  and  field  equipments,  thirty 

thousand  dollars. 
For  medical  books,  stationery  and  printing,  eight 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  private  physicians  and  medicines  furnished  by 

them,  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  ice,  fruits,  and  other  comforts,  under  Acts  of 

August  3d,  1861,  and  July  5th,  1862,  twenty  thous- and dollars. 
For  citizen  nurses,  under  Act  of  July  5th,  1862, 

four  thousand  dollars. 
For  hospital  clothing,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
For  care  of  sick  soldiers  in  private  hospitals, 

eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  artificial  limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen,  five 

thousand  dollars. 
For  the  Volunteer  Army,  nine  million  three  hun- 

dred and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  : 
For  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  and  so 

forth,  four  millions  of  dollars. 
For  hospital  stores,  bedding,  and  so  forth,  three 

million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  hospital  furniture  and  field  equipments,  one 

million  dollars. 
For  medical  books,  stationery  and  printing,  one 

hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  private  physicians  and  medicines  furnished  by 

them,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  ice,  fruits,  and  other  comforts,  under  Acts  of 

August  3d,  1861,  and  July  5th,  1862,  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  citizen  nurses,  under  Act  of  July  5th,  1862,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  hospital  clothing,  eighty  thousand  dollors. 
For  artificial  limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen,  forty- 

five  thousand  dollars. 
Miscellaneous,  fifty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dol- lars : 
For  the  army  medical  museum,  five  thousand  dol- lars. 
For  medicines  and  medical  attendance  for  negro 

refugees,  (commonly  called  contrabands,)  fifty  thous- and dollars. 
For  continuing  meteorological  observations  and 

tabulating  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sur- 
geon-General, for  the  Regular  Army,  five  hundred dollars. 

For  continuing  meteorological  observations,  and 
tabulating  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sur- 
goon-Gcncral,  for  the  Volunteers,  one  thousand  dol- lars. 

There  is  also  an  item  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  tliousand  dollars  for  expenses  of  recruiting  and 
transportation  of  recruits,  which  includes  comj^ensa- 
tion  to  citizen  surgeons  for  medical  attendance. 

Orders. 
Medical  Inspector  Summers  has  been  ordered  to 

report  for  duty  to  Assistant  Surgeon-General  Wood, 
at  St.  Louis. 



1863.] NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

31 

Dismissed.  | 

Surgeon  James  F.  Hoffman,  of  the  lOSth  Pennsyl-  ; 
vania  Volunteers  ;  Assistant  Surgeon  John  W.  Good-  ' 
SON,  72d  Ohio  Volunteers ;  Assistant  Surgeon  James 
C.  Bassett,  9th  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  j 

THE    HEALTH   OF   THE  ARMY.  ! 

Important   Report  of  Surgeon  "Woodward  to  ■ Surgeon-General  Hammond. 

(Continued  from  page  14.)  ' 
The  following  statistical  summary  is  compiled 

from  reports  which  represent  an  annual  mean  strength 
of  281,660  men — the  largest  force  represented  in  any 
one  month  being  in  April,  1862,  in  which  the  reports 
are  from  a  mean  strength  of  398,626  men.  i 

From  this  annual  me^n  strength  of  218,660  men,  ■ 
80,081  cases  of  disease,  and  18,434  deaths  are  re-  ' ported,  exclusive  of  those  killed  in  battle,  being  in 
the  ratio  of  3,124  cases  and  65  deaths  per  1,000  of  , 
mean  strength. 

At  first  sight  the  number  of  cases  will  appear  to  ■ 
many  to  be  prodigious,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
disproportionately  small.    The  figures  will,  however, 
be  perhaps  appreciated  by  comparing  them  with  the 
results  obtained  by  Medical  Inspector  Coolidge,  U. 
S.  A.,  in  his  published  statistical  reports  of  the 
United  States  Army  for  eighteen  years,  from  1840  to 
1852  inclusive,  but  excluding  the  years  1847  and  1848,  ; 
for  which  statistics  were  not  compiled,  on  account  of  \ 
the  confusion  of  the  Mexican  war.    During  this  1 
period  the  average  annual  ratio  was  2,886  cases  and  : 
26  deaths  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.    It  will  thus  | 
be  perceived  that  during  the  exposures  of  the  present 
struggle  the  total  proportional  number  of  cases  of 
disease  has  been  considerably  increased,  but  that  the 
increased  gravity  of  these  disorders,  as  indicated  by 
the  greater  mortality,  is  much  more  considerable,  j 
The  ratio  of  sickness  per  thousand  of  mean  strength  j 
having  increased  eleven  per  cent.,  while  the  ratio  of 
mortality  per  thousand  of  mean  strength  has  in- ' 
creased  250  per  cent.  i 
An  examination  of  the  appended  statistical  table 

shows  the  prominent  diseases  from  which  our  troops  ' 
have  sufi"ered  have  been  camj)  fevers,  of  which,  under  j the  several  heads  of  typhus  and  typhoid,  common,  i 
continued  and  remittent  fevers,  74,770  cases  and  j 
5,116  deaths  have  been  reported.    TaUrmittent  fevera,  \ 
of  which  73,002  cases  and  425  deaths  are  recorded.  | 
Under  the  heads  of  diarrJicea  and  clvse^ttery  215,632  j 
cases  and  1,128  deaths.    Catarrh  affections  of  the  ; 
respiratory  organs,  125,290  cases  and  138  deaths  re- 1 
ported  under  the  several  heads  of  catarrhas,  catarrhs  ; 
epidemica,  bronchita  acuta  and  bronchitas  chronica,  ; 
to  which  group  may  be  added  11,067  cases  and  2,015 
deaths  from  pneumonia ;  and  rheitmatic  afiections, 
of  which  44,782  cases  and  48  deaths  are  reported 
under  the  head  of  rheumatism  acutus,  rheumatism 
chronica  and  lumbago.  \ 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  arc  also  re- ! 
ported,  (21,071,)  and  it  is  probable  that  the  real  I 
proportion  of  cases  was  much  greater,  as  very  many  i 
regiments  are  known  to  have  sulfered  from  tlie  alTec- 
tion  prior  to  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  case,  as  a  general  rule,  no 
statistical  report  would  be  received  at  this  offi.ce.  j 

It  would  be  premature  at  the  present  time  to  make  I 
any  detailed  remarks  with  regard  to  the  peculiarities  j 
presented  by  these  afiections.  It  may,  however,  be 
interesting  to  state  in  a  general  way  that  all  these 
diseases,  but  especially  the  camp  fevers,  the  diar- 

rhoea, and  the  dysentery,  have  been  much  less  fatal 
than  similar  diseases  have  favored  to  the  great  Euro- 

pean armies  in  time  of  war. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  total  mortality  from  all 

causes  exclusive  of  the  killed  in  action.  It  is  doubted 
whether  the  armies  of  any  European  nation  actually 

engaged  in  warfare,  have  ever  presented  so  small  a 
proportionate  mortality  as  we  have  been  favored  with. 

One  important  cause  of  these  fortunate  results  is 
to  be  found  in  the  comparative  immunity  from 
scurvy  which  our  troops  have  enjoyed.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  only  1,322  cases  and  eight  deaths 
from  scurvy  have  been  reported,  being  in  the  propor- 

tion of  but  five  cases  per  thousand  of  mean  strength, 
and  but  one  death  to  35,000  of  mean  strength. 

It  is  true  that  communications  received  from-many medical  officers  would  induce  belief  in  the  scorbutic 
disposition  influencing  the  prevailing  types  of  disease 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  these  figures  would 
indicate.  Yet  the  fact  that  so  small  a  number  of 
cases  have  presented  the  symptoms  of  scurvy  in  a 
sufficiently  marked  manner  to  justify  the  Surgeon  in 
calling  them  by  that  name,  is  believed  to  be  a  favo- 

rable circumstance  without  parallel  in  the  history  of 
armies. 

In  estimating  the  actual  mortality  produced  by  the 
war,  however,  it  is  only  fair  to  add  to  these  satisfac- 

tory considerations  the  statement  that  the  liberal 
freedom  with  which  discharges  have  been  granted  to 
sick  and  disabled  soldiers  has  no  doubt  sent  home 
many  incurable  patients,  who  would,  in  other  armies, 
have  swelled  the  mortality  rates.  The  number  of 
deaths  which  have  occurred  among  this  class  of 
cases  subsequently  to  their  discharge  from  the  ser- 

vice of  the  United  States,  cannot  of  course  be  ascer- 
tained from  any  official  records,  and  it  is  doubtful 

whether  it  can  even  be  satisfactorily  approximated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  J.  J.  'Wogdwaed, Asssistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A, 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 

Pennsylvania. — Dr.  D.  V.  Steanahan,  VTarren, 
C.  H. 
Xew  York. — Drs.  Alexis  H.  Crittenden,  Bath ; 

Chaeles  0.  T.  GiLMAN,  Salem;  Philander  Stew- 
art, Peekskill. 

Massachusetts. — Dr.  Alonzo  Chapin,  Winchester. 
Connecticut. — Dr.  B.  X.  Cummings,  New  Britain. 
Keir  Jersey. — Dr.  L.  F.  Fisler,  Camelen. 
Maryland. — Dr.  C.  H.  Ohr,  Cumberland. 
Wisconsin. — Dr.  John  H.  Vivian,  Marshal  Point. 
loit-a. — Dr.  P.  McCla^-en,  Burlington. 

Hospital  Inspection. 

Medical  Inspector  Barnes  has  returned  to  "Wash- ington from  an  inspection  of  the  hosiDitals  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

Medical  Inspector  Lyman  reports  to  the  Surgeon- 
General  that  the  hospitals  in  New  York  are  in  ex- 

cellent condition. 
Deceased  Kebel  Prisoners. 

The  Medical  Department  statistics  show  the  num- 
ber of  rebel  prisoners  who  have  died  in  Union  hospi- 
tals since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  be  over 

five  thousand. 

Surgeons  in  General  Eosecrans's  Army. 
It  is  stated  that  there  are  between  five  and  six 

hundred  surgeons  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
commanded  by  General  Rosecrans. 

Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Dr.  E.  B.,  New  Jersey. — We  would  recommend  yon  to  pur- 
chase Woodward's  Siiulenfs  Microscope;  price,  $3S.  For  a treatise  to  accompauy  tlie  iustruiueut,  we  would  advise  you 

to  lla^e  that  by  Carpenter  at  $4,  or  one  by  Hogg  at  t-- 
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Keeidek— Walter.— On  the  7tli  instant,  by  the  Eev.  N. 

Gehr.  Dr.  C.  L.  Kreider,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  iiiss  Caroline 
L.  Walter,  of  Philadelphia. 
MiLLiNGTON — Swift. — On  Thursday  evening,  the  9th  inst., 

in  this  city,  by  Ker.  L.  B.  Hughes,  Dr.  George  W.  Millington, 
of  Chester  county,  Pa.,  and  iliss  Hettie  E.  bwift,  of  Lancaster 
county.  Pa. 
Taylor— Peters.— At  Trinity  Chapel,  N.  Y.,  on  Monday, 

April  (3,  by  Eev.  Morgan  Dix,  James  T.  Taylor,  3!.D.,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  Helen  P.,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  John 

E.  Peters,  Esq. 
Weight— Delafield. — At  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  N. 

Y.,  on  Tuesday,  April  7,  by  Kev.  .7.  Cotton  Smith,  D.D.,  Ed- 
•vrard  M.  Wrisht  and  Catha'rine  Floyd  Delafield,  daughter  of Edward  Delafield,  M.D.,  all  of  this  city. 

DIED. 
Burns. — Eobert  Burns,  Jr.,  elder  son  of  Dr.  Eobert  Burns, 

of  Frankford  Pa.,  on  Monday  morning,  April  6th,  1863,  aged 
22  years  and  5  months. 

Burton. — On  the  10th  inst.,  in  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  William 
Burton,  -M.D.,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age. 

Cock. — In  Ivew  York,  "on  Tuesday,  April  7,  Ann  Augusta, wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Cock,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Isaac  Wood, 
In  the  43d  year  of  her  age. 

Crittenden. — In  Dover,  N.  .7.,  on  Monday,  April  6,  Mrs. 
Harriet  Crittenden,  relict  of  the  late  Dr.  Ira  Crittenden,  in  her 
71st  year. 
Ketnolds.— In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 

inst.,  Dr.  E.  Bruce  Eeynolds,  in  the  2Sth  year  of  his  age. 

MEDICAL  DIRECTORY. 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Eighth,  below  Spruce.  Entrance 

on  Eighth  Street. 
Medical  Clinic  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  10  A.M., 

by  Dr.  F.  Gurney  Smith. 
Surgical  do.,  at  11  A.  m.,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Pancoast. 
Medical  Library  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. — Open on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 
Philadelphia  Hospital,  (Almshouse). — Medical  Clinic  on 

Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  9)^  a.  m  ,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Ludlow. 
Surgical  do.  at  10^4  a.  m.,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Agnew. 
Wills  Hospital  for  the  Eye  and  Limb.— Clinics,  Wednes- 

days and  Saturdays,  at  11  a.  m.,  by  Dr.  S.  Littell. 
Howard  Hospital,  Lombard  Street,  between  Fifteenth  and Sixteenth. 
Clinical  Lectures  daily,  at  12  m.,  1  and  5  p.  m.  Monday  and 

Thursday— Dr.  Turnbull,  at  1  p.  m.  Tuesday  and  Friday — 
Dr.  Darrach,  at  12  ji.  ;  Dr.  Klapp,  at  5  p.  m.  Wednesday  and 
Saturday— Dr.  Is  efi",  at  12 ;  Dr.  Tryon,  at  1 ;  and  Dr.  More- house, at  5  p.  M.  Monday  and  Thursday — Dr.  Meigs,  at  5  p.  m. 
Tuesday  and  Fridivy— Dr.  Atkinson,  at  3^  p.  m. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Ninth,  above  Chestnut. 
Surgical  Clinics  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  12>^  ji. 
Jefferson  Medical  CoLLEGE,'Teuth,  above  Walnut. Clinics  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  12>^  ii. 
Philadelphia  Lying-in  Charity.— Clinic  for  diseases  of 

females,  at  "Nurse's  Home,"  S.  W.  corner  Eleventh  and" I  Cherry,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning,  at  9  oxlock 
by  Dr.  Edwin  Scholfield. 

VITAL 
STATISTICS. 
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Population  in  1860  
Thermometer. 

Highest  
Lowest  
Mean  

Barometer. 
Mean  
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Mortality. 
Male  
Female  
Adults  
Under  1.5  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000  American  
Foreign  
Kegro  

I. — Zymotic  Dise.^ses. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  
Cholera  Morbus  
Croup  Diarrhoea  , 
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Erysipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent  
Fever,  Remittent  
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  
Fever,  Tyi)hus  , 
Fever,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough  Influenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thnish  

II. — Sporadic  Diseases. 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  
CouBumption  Convulsions  
Dropsy  
Gun-shot  Wounds  , 
Intemperance  
ilarasmus  
Pleurisy  Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever  Scrofula  
Violence  

16.5 142 
144 
144 

88 
.300 

53.04 
227 5S 

16 

805,651 

46.5 

a;  S 

177,812 

237 227 

517 64.17 
352 
223 

90 
50.61 

Communications  Received,  for  week  ending  April 
15th,  1S63 — ^Tlie  asterisk  *  indicates  a  cash  enclosure., — 
Connecticut;— Dv.  W  S  C  Perkins,  N  M  Triboa,  2  :  Delaivare; 
— Dr.  E  Worrel*  :  District  of  Columbia :— Dr.  W  J  Ciaisen  : 
Illinois;— Dvs.  H  E  Guthrie*  M  Shepherd* :  Indi  ma:—I>T. 
D  Clark  :  loicn ;—T)rs.  S  K.  Faulkner,  J  H  Smith,  J  H  Eus- 
sell*  :  2Jaine;—Dvs.  W  C  Chamberlin*,  K  Wright :  Ifary- 
land;—J)T.  J  W  Emory*:  Michigan;— J)r&.  M  L  Meads,  G 
Ferguson*,  L  Davenport*:  Jlissouri: — Mr.  H  P  Throop: 

!  iSew  Jersey;— J  S  Cramer.  W  E  Whitehead,  D  B  Trimb  e.  J  E 
i  Stevenson*.  C  Hod^e*  D  P  Tail*,  J  G  Lindgren*,  J  L  Taylor*, 
!  J  H  Wickofi"*  L  Hatton*,  L  Jameson*,  D  Pugh*,  J  H  Smith*, E  J  Eecords*  H  S  Desanges*,  E  Byin£rton,  C  E  Holmes*,  H  S 
Clow*  G  E  Bartholemew*.  J  H  Warren*,  W  I  Lvtle*  S  Gu- 
lic*,  L  Wilbur*,  F  Gauutt,  Mr.  J  E  Smith*  :  Neic  "rorfr;— Drs. J  Swinburne*,  B  Goodvear*,  A  E  Moreran,  M  E  Winchell,  F 
Wylie*  J  D  Hopkins,  f  B  Smith*,  W  d"  Wood  :  Mes.<rs.  W  A Townsend,  J  Herald*  Wylie  &  Knevals  :  0/u'o;— Drs.  A  C McLaughlin,  H  Senseman,  H  Judv*,  M  L  Wilson,  J  Dever*, 
S  H  Farrington*,  F  Carter*':  Pennsylvania;— Dvs.  C  P  Tutt, Wallace,  F  J  Kern*,  E  Brobst*  J  E  Miller*  G  F  Horton* : 
Wisconsin; — Dr.  P  W  Chase.  Office  Payments  : — Drs.  Levi, 
Dr.  Stein  for  Dr.  Bower,  McClenachan,  Schume,  Comfort, 
Yeager,  Stout, 
Commixnications  Received,  for  week  ending  April 

22d,  1S63 — (The  asterisk  *  indicates  a  cash  enclosure)  : — 
Cimnecticut ; — Dr.  N  M  Tribou  :  Bist.  of  Columbia; — Drs.  J 
E  Heibst*,  J  B  Morrisson,  E  Cones,  A  Burt :  Jowa; — Di-.  Ealy : Kentucky; — Dr.  D  Johnson:  Maine: — Dr.  B  Bussey  :  Mas- 
sackusetts;—DTs.  C  CuUis,  J  E  Packard*  E  S  Willard*  H  H 
PLllsbury,  V  L  Owen*  :  Michigan; — Drs.  B.  Hesse,  J  Ander- 

son*, C  H  Sackrider* :  Missouri;— Dv.  I  W  Ford  :  Xew 
Hampshire;— Dr.  0  A  Woodbury  :  Neic  Jersey; — Drs.  E  S 
Smith.  D  P  Tail,  M  L  Hofford,  J  Grimes*,  J  Cook*  S  S  Clark  2*, 
P  H  Gi  ier  :  Xeiv  York;— Drs,.  J  Swinburne,  DDL  Sheldon, 
W  F  Carter.  F  B  Abbott,  H  E  Crampton,  J  Tedder*  L  Bauer, 
G  S  Bedford,  S  C  Wait :  Ohio;—Dv&.  J  T  Mackall %  T  N  Lewis% 
H  Earle^^  W  Protzman,  T  N  Lewis*,  W  K  Crellin.  J  Beebont''^: Pennsylvania;— Dr«.  J  M  Dunlap*  A  S  Laubach*  P  M  Col- 

lins, J  H  Keeler*,  H  S  Jacoby*,  G  Ellis,  J  H  Eoberts*:  I7r- 
6^i7;m;— Dr.  H  Fearn*:  Wis- cons  in ; — Dr.  A  E  Smith.*  Office 
Payments: — i  rs.  Eosenberger,  Yarrow,  Kendig,  Snively, Norris,  Poley. 

Communications  Received,  for  the  week  ending 
April  29,  1S63. — (The  asterisk  *  indicates  a  cash  enclosure)  :■ — 
Connecticut ;—Dv.  K  P  Tracy*  :  Di.strict  of  Columbia; — Dr. 
AAV  Randall:  7//?7?o?,y,  — Dr.  M  M  Landon*  :  Indiana;— 
Drs.  Bobbins  &  Clark*  :  3Iaine;—Dv.  A  Danforth*  :  Ifassa- 
chusetts; — Drs.  H  H  Pillsbury,  V  L  Owen*:  Michigan; — 
Dr.  A  Frank  :  AV'?t>  Jersey;— Drs.  P  McCaffrv*,  G  J  Janeway*, 
.1  Greenbank*  S  K  Eich*."L  Brawn*,  P  H  Grier^  C  M  Zehkey*, S  K  Eich*,  C  S  Haley*  D  E  Gardiner*  E  B  Silver*,  A  Coles* 
J  A  Nichols*  E  J  Brumagim*  F  Gauntt,  M  U  C  Vail,  Mr.  J  R 
Smith :  Aew  I'o?*^;- Drs.  E  N  Chapman,  C  A  Eedmond*,  H Loweustein,  G  S  Bedford,  I  H  Abell.  S  B  Smith,  E  Weber.  H 
P  Ely*,  C  Lellman*,  J  S  Fitch*  P  Vanburen*  E  Guernsey* 
A  Leon*,  J  K  Andrew*,  H  Sheppard^  A  Hedges*,  J  Galvan*, 
W  C  Liviuifston*,  C  A  Budd^  VV  A  Weir*,  B  Duggan*  B  J 
Raphael*,  J  Lewi*  OH  Sraith%  Mr.  S  D  Allen'^:  Ohio;— 
Dr.«.  E  B  Lee,  A  E  Jenner,  J  b  Capell,  M  Mitchell*:  Penn- 
sylvania ; — Drs.  H  W  Simons,  C  Baelz,  J  K  Hertz,  E  A  Given, E  Harvey,  J  E  Buclier,  H  C  Wood,  G  E  Chambers.  H  M  Eaker : 
Virginia;— Dv.  J  D  Knight,  JT  Calhoun,  W  C  Todd:  Of- 
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A  NEW  FRACTURE  APPARATUS. 

By  Dr.  Appia, 
President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Geneva. 

By  W.  N.  Cote. 
(From  our  Foreign  Correspondence.) 

Preliminary  Remarks. 
According  to  statistics  carefully  made  up,  and 

the  discussions  Dr.  Appia  has  gone  through  in 

his  work,  entitled  the  "  Le  Chirurgien  a  1' Ambu- 
lance," the  field  of  battle  is  destined  to  see  the 

number  of  immediate  amputations  increase  rather 
than  diminish.  The  consequences  of  such  a  sur- 

gical system  are  very  apparent  in  increasing  the 
number  of  mutilations  and  adding  to  the  num- 

ber of  useless,  or  nearly  useless,  members  of 
society,  and  involving  expense  for  the  necessary 
support  of  an  army  of  invalids.  Thus  a  matter, 
at  first  purely  surgical,  touches  on  questions  of 
more  general  public  interest.  In  the  face  of  this 
serious  question,  whether,  in  the  first  place,  to 
preserve  some  limbs,  . but  to  lose  many  lives ;  or, 
in  the  second,  to  save  a  greater  number  of  lives, 
but  to  make  many  invalids  ;  the  surgeon  naturally 
asks,  if  art  cannot  afibrd  some  means  of  lessening 
the  one  danger  without  increasing  the  other.  Fol- 

lowing the  progress  of  surgery  in  gunshot  wounds, 
the  point  to  which  the  surgeon  ought  to  turn  his 
serious  attention  is  the  application  of  the  first 
dressing  to  the  fractured  limb,  intended  to  keep 
the  ends  from  rubbing  during  removal.  Two 
modes  of  dressing  will  be  described  ;  first,  the 
plaster  of  Paris  and  dextrine  ;  and,  second,  the 
application  of  a  special  dressing  of  Dr.  Appia's 
own  invention.  The  first,  as  is  well  known,  con- 

sists of  strips  of  linen,  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
plaster,  bound  rapidly  round  the  limb  ;  it  forms  in 
drying  a  sort  of  unyielding  shell,  in  which  the 
limb  is  firmly  imbedded.  Here  are  some  of  the 
principal  rules  pointing  out,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
the  manner  of  using  the  dressing.  The  plaster 
ought  to  be  pulverized,  well  calcined,  and  of  a 
middling  whiteness,  rather  than  brilliant  white — 

it  should  be  mixed,  adding  water  until  it  is  of  the 
consistence  of  cream.  In  this  state  it  solidifies  in 
from  five  to  seven  minutes.  It  is  better  at  first 
to  put  too  much  water  than  too  much  plaster. 
Through  this  mixture  are  passed  strips  of  linen 
of  from  one  and  a  half  to  twice  the  circumference 
of  the  limb ;  it  is  then  wrapped  round  the  limb, 
and  the  layers  repeated  two  or  three  times  or  more, 
but  not  oftener  than  six,  so  as  to  avoid  too  great  a 
weight.  The  bandages  are  to  be  applied  directly 
on  the  skin,  which  had  first  been  smeared  over 
with  oil. 

A  surgeon,  witH  the  aid  of  three  experienced 
hospital  assistants,  can  apply  such  a  dressing  as 
this  in  ten  minutes.    It  ought  to  have  openings 
through  which  the  surgeon  can  observe  the  pro- 

gress of  the  wound  and  apply  the  requisite  reme- 
dies.   These  openings  are  usually  made  in  the 

following  manner :  A  string  dipped  in  oil  is  placed 
I  round  the  wound  in  a  circle,  and  the  plastered 

i  bandages  placed  carefully  over  this.    "When  the 
;  removal  has  been  efl'ected,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
I  open  the  dressing,  this  can  be  done  by  cutting  the 
!  bandages  within  the  circle  of  the  cords  with  a 
i  pair  of  strong  scissors,  made  for  the  purpose,  in 

]  the  shape  of  a  gardener's  shears.    Care  must  be 
1  taken  to  include  the  joints  immediately  below  and 
I  above.    The  limb  should  be  placed  in  an  inter- 
1  mediate  state,  neither  too  much  bent  nor  quite 
■  stretched  out ;  the  latter  is  much  the  more  con- 
'  venient  for  removal,  but  the  patient  cannot  always 
bear  it.    The  plaster  dressing,  although  intended 
for  fractures  of  the  limbs  is  also  applicable  to 
wounds  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  such  as  frac- 

tures of  the  jaw,  wounds  of  the  pelvis,  etc. 
The  advantages  of  these  dressings  are — in  the 

first  place,  cheapness  ;  second,  the  facility  with 
which  plaster  can  be  procured  any  where  ;  third, 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  can  be  applied  ;  fourth, 
firmness,  and  the  safeguard  it  affords  against 
jolts  and  shaking  during  removal;  fifth,  porosity, 
which  serves  to  absorb  liquids.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  inconveniences  of  the  dressings  are — 
first,  its  weight ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the 
difficulty,  often  very  great,  of  opening  it  without 
shaking  the  limb,  which  is  always  prejudical  to 
reunion. 

The  moveable-immoveable  apparatus  of  Sextin 
is  on  the  same  principle  as  the  plaster  dressing- 
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[Vol.  X. It  consists  of  a  starch  bandage  applied  to  the  limb, 
then  cut  in  two  shells,  which  having  been  placed 
on  the  body,  take  its  form,  and  can  be  reapplied 
at  will.  This  dressing  may  also  have  openings, 
which,  however,  are  not  so  necessary  as  in  the 
former  method;  the  dressing  being  divided  into 
two  moveable  portions.  The  apparatus  of  Sentin  is 
lighter  than  the  plaster,  and  the  scissors  cut  it  more 
easily ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  so  thick, 
and  offers  less  resistance  to  outward  shocks.  Be- 

sides this,  it  is  much  easier  to  find  gypsum  than 
starch  at  one's  disposal  in  the  field,  and  the  latter 
takes  longer  time  to  harden.  The  apparatus  of 
Sentin  is,  therefore,  better  adapted  for  stationary 
treatment,  while  the  plaster  dressing  does  best 
for  cases  of  removal.  It  must  be  confessed,  how- 

ever, that  the  starch  dressing  possesses  some 
great  advantages  in  the  treatment  of  comminuted 
fractures  by  gunshot  wounds.  The  union  of  these 
depending,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  immobility 
of  the  limb,  it  is  obvious  that  the  advantages  must 
be  great  of  an  apparatus  moulded  upon  it,  fitting 
perfectly,  and  offering  sufficient  resistance  to  pre- 

vent any  flexion  of  the  limb.  Impressed  with  the 
danger  to  reunion,  of  transport  under  disadvan- 

tageous circumstances,  Dr.  Appia  had  invented, 
that  it  might  be  tried  in  the  Italian  war,  an  ap- 

paratus for  fractures,  which  he  now  submits  to  the 
opinion  of  surgeons. 

After  having  been  tried  in  the  army  of  Italy, 
this  apparatus  was  introduced  into  the  military 
hospitals  of  Paris  and  Turin,  and  into  the  Spanish 
army,  and  it  might  be  found  useful  in  the  present 
American  campaign. 

The  figures  have  been  furnished  me  by  Dr. 
Appia,  to  whose  kindness  I  am  indebted  for  all 
necessary  information  respecting  his  apparatus 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  must  be  used. 

Description  of  Apparatus. 

This  new  apparatus  consists  of  a  number  of 
splints  and  vulcanized  India  rubber  air  cushions, 
( figure  1,  a,  6,  c.)  The  cushions  are  joined  together, 
and  form  one  whole.  At  the  extreme  end  of  each 
cushion,  or  pair  of  cushions,  there  is  a  plug  for 
inflating  them,  {d,  e.)  The  splints,  to  the  number  of 
five,  are  bound  in  strong  canvass,  which  serves 
as  a  covering  to  the  cushions,  (fig.  2.)  Dr.  Appia 
preferred  five  splints  to  three,  the  usual  number, 
that  it  may  entirely  surround  the  limb,  and  thus 
insure  more  entire  immobility  during  the  removal. 
The  apparatus  varies  in  the  size  and  number  of 
cushions.  In  the  simplest  there  are  four  cushions, 
about  one  foot  and  a  half  in  length  and  five  inches 
in  breadth,  inflated  by  two  plugs,  and  five  splints 
of  the  smallest  size,  with  three  straps. 

This  very  simple  form  is  intended  especially  for 
wounds  of  the  knee,  the  leg,  and  the  foot.  The 

other  more  complicated  apparatus  which  I  am 
about  to  describe,  was  the  object  of  Dr.  Appia's 
most  careful  study.  It  is  intended  for  fractures  of 
the  thigh  and  for  complicated  wounds  of  the  knee. 
Here  the  cushions  must  be  six  or  eight  in  num- 

ber, longer  and  narrower  than  the  former,  about 
two  feet  in  length  to  two  inches  in  breadth — they 
may  be  inflated  by  either  of  the  plugs.  There 
are  five  straps.  But  what  particularly  distin- 

guishes this  apparatus  from  the  other  is  the  long 
splint,  (fig.  3.)  It  is  composed  of  several  pieces, 
to  admit  of  its  extension,  and  yet  form  as  firm  a 
support  as  if  they  were  all  one  piece  of  wood.  The 
splint  is  composed  of  two  half  splints  and  of  a  sole 
for  the  support  of  the  foot,  (a,  6,  c,)  the  two  halves 
joined  together  by  two  smooth  brass  rings,  can 
slide  over  each  other  without  losing  their  respec- 

tive directions.  Upon  the  back  of  one  of  the 
boards  is  a  series  of  notches,  ( fig.  4,  a,  6,  c, )  into 
which  fastens  a  spring  or  hook,  fixed  at  the  end  of 
the  other  board.  A  very  simple  mechanism  thus 
afibrds  a  firm  and  gradual  lengthening,  both  being 
effected  by  simply  drawing  out  the  splint.  The 
foot-piece  is  fastened  to  the  lower  board  by  means 
of  a  lateral  hinge,  which  being  firmer  than  an  ordi- 

nary one,  allows  at  the  same  time  of  the  sole 
being  brought  down  entirely,  (fig.  5,  a.)  Two 
brass  supports,  fixed  laterally,  (fig.  3,  /,  g,)  can 
then  be  detached,  go  into  the  openings  formed 
by  a  metal  plate,  and  slide  into  them  without  any 
difficulty,  (i,  k) — they  are  stopped  by  a  screw. 
The  sole  is,  besides,  furnished  with  canvass 
straps,  intended  to  keep  the  foot  firm,  and  which 
are  buckled  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  b(?ards,  so 
as  to  avoid  all  painful  pressure  on  the  foot.  A 
longer  stirrup,  placed  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
splint,  fastens  it  to  the  body.  When  this  appa- 

ratus has  been  used,  it  is  easy  to  shorten  the  long 
splint  by  folding  it  up  to  the  other  simple  splints 
same  in  thickness,  which  must  necessarily  be 
double,  (fig.  6.) 

Application, 

On  a  healthy  body  wounded  in  the  thigh. 
1.  The  person  is  laid  in  the  horizontal  position. 

2.  The  dressing  is  quickly  opened,  and  spread  out 
smoothly  by  the  side  of  the  thigh  supposed  to  be 
wounded.  3.  The  long  splint  is  drawn  out  in 
both  directions  to  its  utmost  length  without  with- 

drawing it  from  the  canvass  sheath  in  which  it  is 
enclosed.  4.  The  wooden  sole  is  lowered  hori- 

zontally. 5.  The  whole  apparatus  is  passed  under 
the  injured  limb,  so  that  the  sole  may  be  properly 
fitted  to  the  foot,  which  is  firmly  fastened  by  means 
of  the  leather  strap.  6.  The  upper  end  of  the  splint 
is  fastened  to  the  pelvis  by  the  long  strap.  7. 
After  the  long  splint  has  been  thus  firmly  applied 
to  the  limb,  the  assistant  must  stoop  down  and 
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Fig.  1. Fig.  2. 

Fig.  3. 
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Fig.  4. 

inflate  the  cushions  successively  by  the  plugs. 
This  requires  strength,  and  some  degree  of  perse- 

verance. 8.  The  whole  apparatus  is  then  drawn 
completely  round  the  limb,  taking  care  that  the 
cushions  meet  in  front,  and  all  firmly  fastened 
together  by  five  straps ;  in  doing  so,  making  use  of 
the  support  of  the  left  knee.  This  is  the  time 
when  the  buckles  are  put  to  the  test.  9.  Finally, 
the  sound  limb  is  firmly  fastened  to  the  wounded 
one.  Experience  has  curiously  enough  proved 
how  entirely  the  leg  is  secured  in  this  apparatus 
from  any  shocks  from  without.  One  may  even  sit 
down  upon  it  violently  when  fixed  and  buckled 
up,  without  the  leg  experiencing  any  thing  be- 

yond a  slight  increase  of  pressure.  All  shocks 
from  without  spread  immediately,  by  the  law  of 
undulations,  through  all  the  cushions,  and  pro- 

duce only  a  trifling  direct  effect. 
Subsequent  experience  will  decide  what  amount 

of  general  use  this  apparatus  merits.  It  does  not 
pretend  to  take  the  place  of  the  starch  and  plaster 
dressing,  which  arft  much  less  expensive ;  but  it  is 
superior  to  these  from  its  much  greater  supple- 

ness, and  can  also  be  used  as  long  as  the  cushions 
are  not  injured  or  torn. 

BOUGH  NOTES 

Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Kebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Surgeon,  5th  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  N.  Y.  V. No.  17. 

The  Seven  Days'  Battle  before  Eichmond. 
[  Tliis  article  should  have  appeared  some  weeks  since, 

but  fkilcd  to  come  to  hand,  and  a  duplicate  had  to  be  sent. 
Though  a  little  out  of  time  it  -will  be  found  to  be  full  of  inte- 

rest.—Editok  Med.  &  SuRQ.  Eep.] 

The  retreat  of  the  Union  army,  from  the  ad- 
vanced line  before  Richmond  to  James  river,  near 

Harrison's  Landing,  will  be  ever  remembered  as 
one  of  the  grandest  of  military  triumphs.  A 
small  army  scattered  along  a  lengthy  line,  with 
its  troops  enervated  by  the  fatigue,  the  exposure, 
the  poor  food,  the  constant  alarms  of  the  month 
previous  ;  encumbered  with  an  immense  wagon 
train,  and  with  a  seige  train  of  heavy  guns ;  re- 
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[Vol.  X. treated  before  an  enemy  immensely  superior  in 
force,  through,  a  country  unknown  to  our  army 
and  filled  with  a  people  hostile,  deceptive  and 
treacherous.  For  seven  long  days  did  that  band 
of  veterans  slowly  retreat,  carrying  every  thing 
with  them,  and  day  after  day  did  they  beat  back 
the  eagerly  advancing  legions  of  the  haughty  and 
self-confident  foe,  until  on  Malvern  Hills  the  Union 
army  stood  at  bay  and  the  confident  hosts  of  the 
Confederates,  flushed  with  their  anticipated  vic- 

tory and  sanguine  of  success,  closed  round  the 
remnants  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  and  once 
more  gave  battle.  In  solid  column  they  advanced 
while  the  artillery  of  the  Union  army  swept  them 

away  like  chafi"  before  the  wind.  The  Northron 
was  at  bay  at  last,  and  not  all  the  impetuosity  and 
self-confidence  of  the  Southron  could  overpower 
him.  Midnight  saw  the  proud  army  of  the  Con- 

federacy in  full  retreat— broken  up,  disorganized, 
defeated,  as  they  never  have  been  before  or  since  ; 
and  our  own  army,  quietly  and  without  the  show 
of  a  pursuit,  withdrew  and  took  up  an  advan- 

tageous position  on  the  banks  of  the  James. 
During  this  retreat  most  of  our  wounded  were 

left,  as  prisoners,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
numbers  of  surgeons  remained  to  take  care  of 
them.  The  Medical  Department  of  the  army  has 
been  severely  assailed  for  not  removing  the 
wounded.  That  it  has  been  so  assailed  shows 
how  prone  some  are  to  display  their  ignorance  by 
attempting  to  criticise  that  which  they  know  little 
about.  We  were  at  that  time,  it  is  true,  most 
lamentably  deficient  in  ambulance  transportation, 
but  even  had  we  been  fully  supplied  the  neces- 

sities of  the  case  would  have  compelled  us  to  leave 
the  wounded. 

The  grand  object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  re- 
treat, or  change  of  base,  was  to  save  the  Union  army 

from  annihilation  or  capture.  That  was  of  para- 
mount importance,  and  to  it  all  other  objects  Were 

but  secondary.  To  save  its  artillery  and  supply 
train  various  stands  were  made  against  the  enemy, 
as  at  Peach  Orchard,  Savages,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill.  At  each  of  these  fields 

we  had  many  wounded,  and  had  the  army  re- 
tained the  fields  after  the  battle,  we  could  easily 

have  removed  them;  but  we  were  retreat- 
ing. Immediately  after  an  action  our  men  left 

the  field  and  the  enemy  occupied  it.  To  have 
sent  our  ambulances  on  the  field  then,  would  have 
been  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
While  an  action  was  in  progress  the  roads  leading 
to  it  were  filled  by  masses  of  our  troops  supporting 
those  engaged,  or  were  kept  clear  for  our  artillery, 
and  ambulances  could  not  then  be  used  without 
endangering  tlie  loss  of  the  field. 

In  fact  it  was  an  impossibility  to  have  removed 
the  wounded,  no  matter  what  ambulance  system 

had  been  in  use  or  how  completely  it  had  been 
organized.  The  safety  of  the  army  necessitated  the 
leaving  of  the  wounded  on  the  field,  and  medical 
officers  without  number,  with  that  disregard  of 
self  which  has  characterized  the  American  physi- 

cian alike  in  the  pest-ridden  city  and  on  the  battle- 
field, remained  to  be  half-starved,  to  be  insulted, 

deprived  of  liberty,  thrust  into  the  filth  and  vermin 
of  the  Libby  prison,  or  ordered  on  duty  in  the 
gangrene-poisoned  wards  of  the  so-called  hospitals 
of  Richmond,  and  to  receive  in  return  therefor 
the  slanders  of  all  the  penny-a-liners  of  the 
northern  press,  who  in  their  cushioned  chairs 
and  comfortable  rooms,  far  out  of  the  reach  of 
shot  and  shell,  and  with  no  apprehension  of  the 

approach  of  a  "grey-back,"  flippantly  discourse 
upon  the  "inefficiency  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army  and  the  utter  neglect  of  the  wounded." 
Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  suffering  among 

our  wounded?"  asks  the  sympathetic  reader. 
There  certainly  was,  and  as  long  as  war  exists — 
as  long  as  minie  balls,  round  shot  and  shell, 
canister  and  grape,  are  hurled  at  men  with  all  the 
explosive  force  of  confined  gunpowder — as  long  as 
men  will  shoot  and  cut  and  maim  one  another,  so 
long  will  each  battle-field  bring  with  it  a  train  of 
suffering.  It'  is  what  a  soldier  must  expect — does 
expect.  It  is  a  risk  he  runs,  a  hazard  he  takes. 
He  is  but  one  molecule  in  a  vast  machine.  To  the 

safety  and  well-being  of  that  machine  he  may  be 
sacrificed.  Suffering  is  one  of  the  unavoidable  re- 

sults of  battle.  To  prevent  unnecessary  suffering 
is  the  province  of  the  surgeon,  and  to  this  end  he 
should,  if  occasion  requires,  sacrifice  every  thought 
of  self,  and  if  necessary,  should  devote  to  it  his 
every  energy,  his  greatest  talent,  and  even  his 
life  itself.  Speaking  of  my  own  division,  I  think 
I  can  say,  that  instances  of  unnecessary  suffering 
have  been  extremely  rare,  if  indeed  they  have 
ever  occurred. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  both  armies  retreated 
from  Malvern.  Many  of  our  wounded  were  brought 
away,  and  many  of  the  slightly  wounded  came  of 
themselves.  The  retreat  was  made  during  a  fu- 

rious rain  storm.  The  roads  were  horrible,  and 

few  of  the  regiments  kept  up  any  show  of  organi- 
zation. 

Tobacco  in  England. 
An  idea  of  the  smoking  and  drinking  propensities 

of  England  may  be  formed  from  parliamentary  re- 
turns just  issued.  The  tobacco  duties  last  year  pro- 
duced £5,714,448;  only  £157,708  being  paid  on 

manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff.  The  duty  on 
spirits  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  £6,201,243, 
and  the  wine  duty  to  £1,123,655.  Independent  of 
the  Excise  duty  on  malt,  or  the  license  for  the  sale 
of  beer,  we  have  a  total  of  £13,039,236  of  taxation 
from  smoking  and  drinking. 
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THE    PRE-TUBERCULAK    STAGE  OF 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher.,  M.  D., 
Of  Enon  Valley,  Pennsylvania. 

PART IL 
Physical  Signs. 

These  are  not  so  pronounced  as  the  general 
symptoms.  Indeed,  it  is  a  question  with  some, 
whether  there  are  any  such  signs.  Dr.  Edward 

^Smith,  of  London,  who  has  done  much  to  advance 
our  knowledge  of  phthisis,  maintains  that  there 
are  some  physical  signs,  which  are  quite  indica- 

tive of  this  stage  of  the  disease.  In  his  new  work, 

— Consumption,  its  Early  and  Remedial  Stage.'' ^ 
He  tells  us  that  in  this  early  stage  of  phthisis, 
before  even  a  single  tubercle  is  deposited  in  the 
lungs,  inspection  shows  a  marked  diminution  in 
the  movements  of  the  chest.  That  this  diminution 
is  not  confined  to  the  summit  or  side  of  the  chest, 
but  extends  to  all  the  movements  of  respiration. 
By  this  condition  of  the  lungs  the  amount  of  air 
inspired  is  greatly  lessened ;  hence  the  respiratory 
murmurs  are  more  feeble.  He  considers  that  a 
diagnostic  character  of  the  weakened  murmur 
which  precedes  tubercular  deposits,  as  compared 
with  the  weakness  caused  by  general  debility, 
consists  in  the  fact  that,  in  the  latter  case,  the 
normal  intensity  of  the  murmur  is  brought  out  by 
breathing,  while  it  is  otherwise  in  the  former  case. 

Dr.  Lawson,  takes  very  nearly  the  same  view  of 
this  matter  as  Dr.  Smith.  "The  condition  of  the 
chest,"  he  says,  "in  this  stage  appears  to  be  one 
of  debility  of  the  moving  powers  of  the  parietes,  and 
consequently  the  movements  are  restricted  and 
dilation  becomes  comparatively  incomplete  ;  hence 
inspection  during  tranquil  respiration,  reveals 
limited  expansion,  extending  equally  to  both  sides. 
Q^he  distinctions  between  this  condition  and  those 
which  occur  in  tubercular  deposits  are  very  marked 
and  characteristic,  and  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to 
the  state  of  the  parts.  Thus,  the  diminished 
movements  of  the  precursory  stage  are  equal  on 
the  two  sides,  and  exhibit  merely  restricted  action, 
and  not  change  of  character,  the  expansions  being 
sufficiently  uniform,  although  restricted.  In  ordi- 

nary tranquil  respiration  in  this  stage  the  expan- 
sion is  comparatively  small,  and  the  movement 

proportionally  less  at  the  apex  than  the  base,  but 
a  full  inspiration  restores,  almost  perfectly,  the 
harmony  of  the  movement,  the  dilation  taking 
place  gradually  from  below  upward,  the  ribs 
swelling  outward,  as  in  the  physiological  state. 
Forcible  inspiration,  therefore,  restores  the  di- 

minished expansion ;  and  herein  consists  the 
especial  difference  between  the  movements  in  this 
state  and  that  which  occurs  after  tubercles  have 
been  deposited.  In  the  latter  condition,  the  ex- 

pansion of  the  apex  cannot  be  restored  even  by 

forcible  inspiration,  nor  is  the  action  of  that 
physiological  type  which  exhibits  a  gradual 
swelling  from  below  upward."* 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  who  we  regard  as  very  good 
authority  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  percussion 
and  auscultation,  has  very  little  confidence  in 
these  signs,  as  means  of  diagnosticating  phthisis 
at  this  early  stage.  In  an  article  published  in  the 
January  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences  for  1863,  page  93,  reviewing  Dr. 
Smith's  book,  he  says,  "Diminished  respiratory 
movements,  lessened  vital  capacity,  and  enfeebled 
respiratory  murmurs,  express  deviations,  not 
from  any  fixed  normal  standard  applicable  to  all 
healthy  persons,  but  to  a  standard  of  health  proper 
to  each  individual.  There  is  a  wide  variation  in 
these  among  different  individuals  in  health.  All 
who  have  given  attention  to  examination  of  healthy 
chests  must  be  aware  of  this  fact.  To  be  able  to 

judge  any  case,  with  respect  to  these  signs,  we 
must  know  the  healthy  standard  in  the  person 
examined.  This  knowledge,  we  seldom  have, 
because  persons  in  health  do  not  present  them- 

selves for  examination.  The  difficulty  would  not 
be  nearly  so  great  if  the  signs  which  have  been  men- 

tioned were  confined  to  a  portion  of  the  chest ;  we 
should  then  have  the  advantage  of  a  comparison 
of  the  two  sides.  We  confess  we  are  unable  to 
understand  how  the  author  can  come  to  a  conclu- 

sion respecting  a  general  diminution  of  the 
breathing  movements,  of  the  amount  of  inspired 
air,  and  of  the  respiratory  murmur,  in  individual 
cases,  unless  it  have  so  happened  that  he  is 

familiar  with  the  patient's  condition  in  these  re- 

spects when  in  health." In  a  ease  like  this  where  writers  differ  so  widely 
in  opinion,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  which  is  the 
true  one.  The  only  way  that  we  can  arrive  at  the 
truth,  is  to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  the  test  of 
practical  observation.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
one  has  yet  done  this.  I  do  not,  perhaps,  regard 
Dr.  Smith's  opinion  on  this  subject  as  highly  as  I 
ought,  from  the  fact  that  he  seeks  to  make  use  of 
it,  with  a  view  to  overthrow  the  present  received 
doctrine  of  the  origin  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
He  considers  these  lessened  respiratory  movements 
something  more  than  a  physical  sign  of  approach- 

ing tubercular  deposits.  He  more  than  intimates 
that  phthisis  is  a  local  disease  originating  in  the 
feeble,  or  lessened  action  of  the  air  cells.  The 
air  cells,  he  maintains,  are  of  a  very  delicate  or- 

ganization, and  highly  endowed  with  nervous 
influence  from  the  cerebro-spinal,  excitor-motory 
and  sympathetic  system,  and  are  extremely  liable 
to  their  special  diseases,  particularly  phthisis, 
which  may  soon  follow  their  lessened  action. 

*  Lawson's  rhthieis  rulmoualis  p  ?26 



38 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

[Vol.  X. If  there  is  lessened  mobilitj,  with  diminution  of 
the  vesicular  murmur,  as  maintained  by  Drs. 
Smith  and  Lawson,  previous  to  the  actual  deposit 
of  tubercle  in  the  lungs,  I  must  say  that  I  have 
never  been  able  to  detect  them.  Neither  can  we 

subscribe  to  Dr.  Smith's  theory  of  the  origin  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is  a  heresy  ignored 
by  the  entire  pathological  teachings  of  the  day. 
But  in  this  connection,  we  should  not  neglect  to 
observe,  that  we  have  occasionally  met  with  cases 
of  this  disease,  in  what  might  be  called  the  in- 

cipient stage,  where  there  was  prolonged  expira- 
tory murmur,  that  under  proper  treatment  has 

disappeared,  with  the  restoration  of  the  patient  to 
health.  What  the  precise  condition  of  the  air 
cells  were  that  produced  this  abnormal  sound,  we 
cannot  positively  say.  But  we  have  sometimes 
conjectured,  that  it  possibly  might  have  been  pro- 

duced by  the  presence  of  tubercular  matter  in  the 
first  stage  of  exudation,  and  that  by  improving  the 
general  condition  of  the  system,  and  correcting 
the  constitutional  vice,  it  has  been  absorbed,  and 
the  lungs  have  been  restored  to  their  wonted 
health.  The  absorption  of  tubercular  matter,  be- 

fore it  becomes  consolidated,  is  now  admitted  by 
some  of  the  best  writers  on  pathology. 

Dullness  on  percussion  is  also  mentioned  as  a 
physical  sign  of  the  pre-tubercular  stage  of  phthisis 
by  Drs.  Smith  and  La.wson.  But  this  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  general  teachings  of  percussion. 
To  have  dullness  on  percussion,  suificiently  marked 
to  be  of  any  practical  utility,  there  must  always 
be  more  or  less  consolidation  of  the  lung,  either 
from  pleuritic  effusions,  pneumonic,  or  tubercular 
indurations.  The  location  of  dullness  on  percussion 
mostly  points  out  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
disease  ;  thus,  if  it  is  elicited  at  the  summit  of  the 
chest  on  but  one  side,  it  is  indicative  of  tubercular 
consolidation,  when  confined  to  the  inferior  portion 
it  is  a  prominent  physical  sign  of  pneumonia.  Dr. 
Smith  says,  that  this  dullness  in  the  pre-tubercu- 

lar stage  is  generally  over  the  whole  chest,  and 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  full  amount  of 
air  in  the  air  cells.  This,  he  maintains,  he  has 
ascertained  by  a  newly  invented  spirometer,  which 
shows  that  the  quantity  of  air  admitted  in  the 
lungs,  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  is  much  less 
per  minute  than  in  healthy  persons,  and  that  in 
no  small  proportion  of  such  persons  the  natural 
capacity  of  the  chest  is  small  from  a  contraction  of 
that  cavity  in  all  its  diameters. 

Dr.  Lawson  says,  *'In  consequence  of  the  di- 
minish'^d  mobility  of  the  thorax  and  its  contracted 
state,  tlio  sound  elicited  by  percussion  is  less  clear 
than  pertains  to  a  perfectly  physiological  type. 
This  diminished  resonance  extends  over  a  large 
surface  ;  and,  although  its  most  marked  condition 
is  in  tbe  superior  part  of  the  chest,  it  has  a  greater 

extension  than  could  be  anticipated  if  it  proceeded 
from  tubercular  deposits.  In  addition  to  these 
characteristics,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  dull- 

ness is  equal  on  the  two  sides,  instead  of  being 
developed  exclusively  at  one  apex,  as  usually 
occurs  in  the  tubercular  deposits.  In  these  ex- 

amples, the  parietes  of  the  chest  seem  more  rigid 
and  unyielding  than  in  the  other  conditions  ;  and 
although  the  percussion  sound  is  not  positively 

dull,  as  when  a '  solid  substance  is  interposed^ 
there  is  nevertheless,  an  appreciable  diminution 
of  natural  resonance."* 
From  my  own  experience  I  am  well  satisfied, 

that  dullness  on  percussion  is  not  a  sign  of  this 
stage  of  phthisis. 

While,  therefore,  auscultation  and  percussion 
furnish  us  nothing  that  is  reliable,  in  making  out 
a  clear  diagnosis  of  the  pre-tubercular  stage  of 
phthisis,  we  must  interrogate  exclusively  the 
general  symptoms.  That  these  furnish  evidence 
sufficiently  conclusive,  will  be  doubted  by  no  one 
who  has  studied  them  with  that  attention  their 
importance  demand.  Emaciation,  hurried  breath- 

ing, a  rapid  pulse,  indigestion,  haemoptysis,  ex- 
pectoration containing  either  pus-corpuscles  or 

shrivelled  nuclei,  and  Thompson's  gingival  margin, 
when  grouped  together,  all  point  out  with  unerring 
precision  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

*  Lawson's  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  p.  327. 

CASE  OF  MISCARBIAGE, 
Complicated  with  Catalepsy  and  Rigidity, 

Necessitating  Podalic  Version. 

By  Horatio  C.  Wood,  M.D., 
Resident  Physician  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital. 

E.  L.,  set.  21.  Multipara.  On  the  afternoon  of 
November  9th,  1861, 1  was  called  to  see  this  patient. 
She  was  a  weakly,  nervous  woman,  worn  down  with 
child-bearing  and  nursing.  She  had  a  child  about 
fifteen  months  old,  whom  she  had  just  weaned, 
and  had  been  under  medical  care  for  some  time, 
taking  iron  and  other  tonics  and  nervines.  Con- 

ception occurred  during  lactation.  I  found  her 
lying  in  a  cataleptic  trance,  and  exhibited  freely 
valerian  and  assafoetida.  On  inquiry  it  was 
ascertained  that  she  had  had  a  violent  quarrel, 
which  had  caused  her  present  condition.  About 
five  P.  M.,  uterine  pains  commenced.  Fifty  drops 
of  laudanum  were  immediately  thrown  into  her 
rectum,  and  were  followed  in  half  an  hour  by 
forty  more,  but  without  influencing  her  in  any 
way.  Her  cataleptic  paroxysms,  although  not  now 
constant  or  of  long  duration,  very  frequently  re- 

curred, but  no  connection  could  be  traced  between 
them  and  the  uterine  contractions.  During  one 
of  these  attacks,  she  would  lie  perfectly  uncon- 

scious with  the  muscles  of  her  extremities  rigid 
and  contracted  and  apparently  insensible  to  pain. 
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A  per  vaginal  examination  showed  that  she  was 
near  the  sixth  month  of  gestation,  and  that  the  neck 
of  the  uterus  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
length,  thick  and  firm.  During  Monday  the  10th, 
her  uterine  pains  persisted,  and  her  catalepsy  was 
unabated,  notwithstanding  the  free  use  of  almost 
all  the  nervous  stimulants.  By  night  the  external 
OS  uteri  had  opened  a  very  little.  As  she  seemed 
very  prostrate,  and  there  was  no  tendency  to  fever- 
ishness  f^ijss.  of  brandy  were  exhibited  in  the 
twenty- four  hours,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  day 
opium  was  administered  to  avert,  if  possible,  the 

threatened  miscarriage,  but  with  so  little  efi'ect, 
that  all  such  attempts  were  abandoned,  and  our 
eflforts  directed  solely  to  bringing  the  patient 
safely  through. 

Tuesday  morning,  although  she  seemed  exces- 
sively weak,  and  was  greatly  troubled  with  nausea 

and  vomiting,  yet  her  pulse  kept  tolerably  good. 
She  was  given  ff  ss  of  brandy  every  two  hours,  and 
as  much  chicken  broth  as  she  desired.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  day  her  pains  were  very  weak 
and  ineffective,  but  under  the  stimulants  toward 
evening  they  became  powerful  and  very  frequent, 
yet  only  dilated  the  internal  os  sufficiently  to  ad- 

mit the  tips  of  two  fingers.  The  os  was  excessively 
rigid,  feeling  like  a  whipcord,  bordering  the  firm 
and  resistant  neck.  Her  cataleptic  paroxysms, 
although  not  so  frequent  as  the  day  before,  were 
more  protracted — she  lying  insensible  for  fifteen 
minutes  at  a  time. 

Tuesday  night  she  slept  tolerably  with  the  aid 
of  anodynes.  Through  Wednesday  the  uterine 
contractions  were  irregular,  but  moderately  power- 

ful, but  at  six  P.  M.  ceased  entirely,  not  to  reap- 
pear effectively  until  the  following  afternoon.  Ung. 

belladonna  was  freely  applied  to  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  the  colpeurynter  was  used  in  the  vagina, 
and  she  was  supported  with  beef  essence  and 
brandy,  as  her  pulse  was  now  failing  very  percepti- 

bly. An  injection  of  eighty  drops  of  laudanum 
was  also  administered  at  bed  time  to  obtain  rest, 
but  it  only  afforded  her  three  hours  sleep.  All 
through  Thursday  she  was  very  nervous  and  pros- 

trate, vomiting  incessantly  and  suffering  a  great 
deal,  but  making  very  little  progress  towards 
delivery.  At  five  P.  M.  the  internal  os  would  ad- 

mit the  tips  of  three  fingers.  The  colpeurynter 
was  used  but  without  effect,  the  uterus  was  appa- 

rently fagged  out.  Her  very  feeble  and  rapid 
pulse,  great  prostration,  incessant  vomiting,  and 
undilatiijg  os,  all  showed  that  the  condition  of  the 
patient  was  becoming  alarming  and  demanded 
active  interference  for  her  delivery — egg-nogg  and 
beef  essence  were  given  freely,  but  it  was  impos- 

sible to  make  them  remain  on  her  stomach.  At 
his  evening  visit  Dr.STRouD  Cconsulting  accoucheur 
to  the  hospital^  ordered  her  viu.  ergotfe  f^ss.,  re- 

peated in  half-drachm  doses,  every  thirty  minutes, 
until  some  effect  was  induced.  She  took  about  an 
ounce,  when  it  had  to  be  suspended  owing  to  the 
excessive  emesis  produced ;  how  much  of  the 
quantity  administered  was  retained  it  was  impos- 

sible to  estimate  ;  but  there  was  enough  with  the 
assistance  of  an  injection  of  forty  grains  of  ergot 
to  bring  on  effective  uterine  contractions.  At  half- 
past  six  o'clock  P.  M.,  Dr.  Stroud  left,  after  author- 

izing me  to  perform  podalic  version,  as  soon  as  it 
was  practicable,  the  bag  of  waters  having  ruptured 

spontaneously  at  six  o'clock.  The  fetus  had  orig- 
inally presented  in  the  first  position  of  the  vertex, 

but  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon  moved 
so  that  the  side  of  the  head,  the  shoulder  and  the 
side  successively  presented.  At  half-past  eight, 
the  internal  os,  although  firm  and  rigid,  was 
opened  sufficiently  to  admit  the  folded  hand  as  far 
as  the  middle  joints  of  the  fingers,  and  it  was  de- 

termined to  attempt  version.  The  woman  was 
accordingly  placed  in  position  and  anaesthetized. 
As  she  came  very  fully  under  the  effects  of  the 
chloroform,  the  uterine  contractions  grew  weaker 
and  weaker  until  they  became  very  favorable  for 
turning,  although  the  bag  of  waters  had  broken  two 
hours  before.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  was  still  about 

a  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  of  almost  cartilagin- 
ous rigidity.  Introducing  my  hand  into  the  vagina 

after  slow  and  gentle  but  very  forcible  efforts,  con- 
tinued for  about  fifteen  minutes,  it  slipped  into  the 

uterus.  Running  it  up  along  the  face  of  the  child, 
I  seized  the  right  foot  and  leg  and  turned.  It 
was  very  difficult  to  get  the  breech  through  the  os. 

But  under  the  stimulus  of  the  hand  and  sus- 
pension of  the  chloroform,  the  uterus  commenced 

to  act  powerfully  and  the  breech  was  finally  bom, 
the  shoulders  soon  following.  The  os  now  utterly 
refused  to  let  go  of  the  head,  feeling  almost  like  an 
iron  crown  encircling  the  brow.  Getting  my  fingers 
first  into  the  mouth  and  afterward  on  the  malar 
bones  and  using  all  the  force  I  dare,  the  head  was 
delivered  in  half  an  hour.  Owing  to  its  prema- 

turity, the  fetus  did  not  nearly  fill  the  pelvic 
straits.  It  was  still  born,  having  apparently  been 
dead  several  days.  The  whole  operation  occupied 
about  an  hour  and  a  quarter. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  third  stage, 
as  I  delivered  the  placenta  in  five  minutes,  and  the 
uterus  contracted  well.  The  woman  was  immedi- 

ately put  and  kept  under  the  influence  of  morphia. 
On  the  second  day  she  arose  from  her  bed  for  an 
instant,  and  was  in  consequence  very  seriously 
threatened  with  peritonitis.  She  had  the  anxious 
face,  exquisite  tenderness,  dorsal  decubitus,  etc. 
These  were  relieved  by  the  prompt  application  of 
seven  dozen  American  leeches.  After  this  she 
slowly  convalesced. 

The  most  formidable  and  interesting  symptom 
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[Vol.  X. in  this  case  was  the  excessive  rigidity  associated 
with  a  state  of  system  utterly  precluding  the  time- 
lionored  remedy  of  bleeding,  as  well  as  with  so 
much  nausea  and  vomiting,  which  in  this  case 
produced  no  relaxation  whatever.  Is  it  possible 
that  this  rigidity  was,  as  it  were,  cataleptic,  or, 
to  speak  more  properly,  dependent  on  the  same 
state  of  the  nervous  system  as  the  rigidity 
of  the  voluntary  muscles.  The  spontaneous  ver- 

sion of  the  child  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
was  a  curious  instance  of  an  attempt  to  relieve  a 
difficulty  by  the  adaptation  of  reflex  action  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  an  attempt  at  spon- 

taneous version,  in  order  to  bring  the  fetus 
into  the  best  position  so  as  to  get  a  wedge  to 
expand  the  os.  The  use  of  ergot  may  seem  to 
have  been  questionable  practice.  But  the  patient 
was  utterly  exhausted  ;  weak  and  feeble  in  the 
beginning,  four  days  of  suffering  and  effort  had 
brought  her  to  the  verge  of  prostration.  It  was 
not  practicable  to  sustain  her  on  account  of  the 
irritability  of  her  stomach,  the  uterus  had  ceased 
to  act,  and  it  seemed  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
to  open  the  os  sufficiently  to  admit  the  hand. 
All  the  milder  remedies  had  been  tried  faithfully, 
but  ineffectually.  For  these  reasons  the  ergot  was 
given  cautiously,  and  the  result  seemed  to  justify 
the  treatment. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Long  Island  College  Hospital,  ) 
Brooklyn^  Feb.,  1863.  j 

Obstetric  Clinic  of  Prof.  Chapman. 
Reported  by  Student  A.  j.  C.  Skene. 

Anteversion  of  tho  Uterus. 

Mrs.  C,  aged  32  years,  married  ;  came  to  the  Col- 
lege Clinic  on  the  8th  of  December  last.  She,  like  the 

last  patient,  was  full-blooded  and  corpulent  and  al- 
ways enjoyed  good  health  till  eight  months  ago,  at 

which  time  she  married  her  second  husband.  By 
the  first  she  had  had  five  children  and  four  miscar- 

riages. She  is  of  a  constipated  habit,  suffers  from 
gastric  and  hepatic  disorders  and  is  annoyed  by  cer- 

tain troublesome  pelvic  symptoms.  There  is  pain 
in  the  back,  extending  over  the  hips,  not  increased 
by  walking,  but  more  severe  before  and  after  men- 

struation. For  the  last  eight  months  her  courses 
have  been  irregular,  appearing  about  every  three 
months  and  are  very  scanty. 

Examination  by  the  touch.  Prolapsus  in  the  first 
degree  of  the  uterus,  which  lay  forward  more  than 
natural  and  pressed  before  it  the  bas  fond  of  the 
bladder ;  giving  a  feeling  of  a  soft  yielding  tumor 
in  the  anterior  part  of  the  vagina.  Increased  weight 
of  the  uterus  could  be  also  detected. 
Examination  with  the  speculum.  There  was  con- 

gestion of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  a  broad  red 
circle  surrounding  the  os,  which  was  puffy,  patulous 
and  had  an  albuminous  secretion  hanging  from  its 
orifice.  The  anterior  lip  was  enlarged  and  elongated. 
The  epithelium  in  no  part  of  the  surface  was  de- tached. 

She  was  ordered  light  diet  and  the  following  pre- 
scription : 
'Sf.  Pil.  Hydrarg.j  3ss. Pul.  aloes,  gr.  viij 
Saponis,  gr.  iij  M. 

Plant  pilulse,  viij. 
S.  Pour  to  be  taken  at  night  and  four  the  second 

night  following. 
Scarification  of  the  os  uteri. 
January  10th.  To  this  date  the  scarification  was 

alone  practiced  about  every  seventh  day. 
During  the  last  week  the  menses  returned  at  the 

proper  time  and  were  more  free.  The  local  conges- 
tion at  this  date  is  nearly  removed. 

Scarification  again  employed. 
January  16th.  The  caustic  solution  used  in  the 

case  given  in  the  last  number,  was  introduced  into 
the  cavity  of  the  neck. 

January  24th.    Caustic  again  applied. 
January  31st.  Caustic  applied.  Patient  dis- missed cured. 
Mrs.  T.,  aged  30  vears,  applied  at  the  Clinic 

November  the  18th,  1862.  She  had  had  one  child, 
now  eight  years  old,  and  had  miscarried  three  years 
since,  from  which  time  her  present  illness  dates.  She 
is  anaemic,  debilitated,  emaciated,  has  a  poor  appe- 

tite and  suffers  from  constipation.  Her  courses 
recur  every  three  weeks,  continue  six  days,  are  free, 
clotted  and  attended  with  severe  pain.  She  has  tender- 

ness in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  a  painful  sensation  ex- 
tending from  the  back  over  the  hips,  and  a  dragging, 

forcing,  expulsive  feeling  in  the  pelvis  when  she 
walks.  During  menstruation  the  breasts  become 
full,  hard  and  painful,  and  now  the  areola  has  a 
brownish  color  and  its  follicles  are  developed. 

During  the  past  summer  she  was  treated  for  three 
months  by  Dr.  —  who  employed  the  speculum  ;  but 
she  did  not  improve  in  health,  or  derive  any  relief 
from  the  suffering  caused  by  the  local  disease. 

Examination  by  the  touch.  The  uterus  somewhat 
heavier  than  natural,  was  found  prolapsed  in  the  first 
degree,  carrying  with  it  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the 
uterine  neck  slightly  enlarged,  and  the  os  patulous, 
but  there  was  no  anteversion. 
Examination  with  the  speculum.  The  vagina 

was  normal,  the  os  uteri  more  open  than  natural, 
was  filled  with  an  albuminous  secretion  and  sur- 

rounded by  an  inflamed  circle ;  beyond  which,  on 
the  neck,  were  a  considerable  number  of  red  points, 
located  on  a  surface  of  the  natural  color,  excepting 
a  portion  of  the  posterior  lip  where  the  redness  was 
confluent.  These  red  points,  resembling  inflamed 
follicles,  were  the  papillae,  that  had  become  con- 

gested by  the  inflammation,  which,  existing  in  the 
cavity  of  the  uterine  neck,  appeared  to  be  confined 
principally  to  glandulse  nabothi,  but  not  to  impli- 

cate, to  any  great  extent,  the  tissues  in  which  they are  embedded. 
Treatment — Scarification  and  the  following  pre- 

scription : 
Perri  pyrophosphatis,   3  iss 
Aquae  font.,  f  5  iv  M. 

Sig  :  A  teaspoonful  after  each  meal. 
January  8th.  Up  to  this  date  the  above  treatment 

was  followed,  and  scarification  employed  every  sixth 
or  seventh  day.  Her  general  health  has  improved 
and  her  appetite  returned;  she  is  gaining  fiesh  and 
strength,  and  the  pelvic  symptoms  are  much  less severe. 
During  the  last  week  she  had  her  courses, 

which  returned  at  the  regular  period  and  were 
natural  in  amount  and  unattended  with  pain. 
On  examination  with  the  speculum,  the  red  in- 

flamed points  on  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  which  had 
disappeared,  had  returned.  This  was  observed  to  be 
the  case  after  each  menstruation,  and  there  was  evi- 

dence that  at  such  times  the  inflammation  of  the 
cavity  of  the  neck  was  increased. 
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Treatment — Scarification  and  tlie  prescription  of iron. 
January  15th.  Employed  scarification  and  ordered 

the  following : 
^  Cinchonise  sulphatis,      gr.  xx 

Tr.  colombse,  f  §  ij 
Tr.  cinnamomi  compf..  f  3  ij 
Aquse  fort.,  f  §  ij  M. 

Sig  :  Two  spoonfuls  before  each  meal  in  water. 
January  22d.  The  patient  has  rapidly  improved 

in  every  respect,  and  the  inflammation  of  the  os 
uteri  has  disappeared,  there  only  remaining  a  slightly 
excessive  mucous  discharge  from  its  cavity.  From 
this  date  the  caustic  solution  was  introduced  into 
the  cavity  of  the  neck. 

February  7th.    Continued  treatment. 
February  13th.  Continued  treatment ;  the  appear- 

ence  of  the  os  uteri  is  now  natural ;  but  it  is  pro- 
posed to  render  the  cure  permanent  by  applying  the 

caustic  to  the  cavity  of  the  cervix,  more  as  a  pre- 
caution against  a  relapse.  The  patient's  general health  is  now  good,  and  all  the  local  disorders  and 

sympathetic  troubles  originating  from  the  uterus, 
have  disappeared. 

Mrs.  H.  aged  31  years,  married,  applied  at  the 
Clinic  on  the  17th  inst.  She  had  had  three  children, 
been  prematurely  confined  of  twins  at  the  seventh 
mouth,  and  is  now  nursing  a  child  16  months  old. 
Her  courses  since  the  birth  of  this  child,  had  re- 

turned three  times,  but  not  for  the  last  seven  months; 
and  she  is  in  doubt,  whether  or  not,  she  is  pregnant 
at  the  present  time,  and  for  this  reason  came  to  the 
Hospital. 

She  has  nausea  and  vomiting  and  a  brownish 
color  of  the  areola,  though  the  follicles  are  un- 

developed ;  but  she  does  not  feel  as  she  formerly  did 
when  in  this  condition.  On  inquiry  it  was  dis- 

covered that  she  had  some  pelvic  symptoms,  chiefly 
a  weakness  through  the  back  and  loins  ;  yet  these 
were  so  insignificant  in  her  estimation  that  she 
thought  an  examination,  which  was  proposed,  was 
entirely  unnecessary. 

By  the  touch,  the  uterus  was  found  prolapsed  in 
the  first  degree,  and  the  anterior  and  posterior  walls 
of  the  vagina  projected  slightly  beyond  the  introitus 
vulvae.  The  uterus  was  not  heavier  than  natural, 
and  did  not  lie  forward  on  the  bladder ;  but  occu- 

pied the  excavation  in  the  axis  of  the  outlet,  con- 
sequently the  attachments  of  other  and  contiguous 

organs  were  not  put  upon  the  stretch ;  and  the 
vagina  seemed  to  project  simply  from  its  relaxation, 
through  the  subsidence  of  the  womb.  The  woman 
stated,  that  whenever  she  carried  her  child  or  lifted 
lieavy  weights,  a  round  body  projected  from  the 
genital  fissure  which  returned  on  her  lying  down. 
By  the  speculum,  the  os  uteri  and  cavity  of  the  neck 
were  found  to  be  inflammed  and  the  extremity  of 
the  neck  to  be  flattened  as  though  it  had  rested  on 
the  perinanim  or  some  other  resisting  structure. 
There  was  only  slight  vaginal  leucorrhoea. 

Treatment — Scarification  of  the  os  uteri  was  em- 
ployed, and  injections  of  alum  water  ordered. 

It  is  designed  to  submit  this  patient  to  the  same  treat- 
ment as  the  other  cases  above  described,  for  the  cure 

of  the  uterine  disease,  and  by  the  use  of  astringent 
injections  to  restore  the  tonicity  of  the  vaginal  canal, 
when  a  globe  pessary  will  be  introduced,  which  will 
not  only  sustain  the  walls  of  the  vagina  in  situ  but 
the  uterus  also,  as  we  have  frequently  observed  in 
many  similar  cases.  In  fact  no  other  form  of  pessary 
in  our  hands  has  so  effectually  retained  the  parts 
prolapsed  or  aflbrded  so  great  a  measure  of  relief  to 
the  patient.  This  case  is  interesting  as  illustrative 
of  our  view,  that  simple  prolapsus,  or  even  proci- 

dentia, frequently  gives  rise  to  very  trivial  symptoms; 
much  less  than  prolapsus  in  a  less  degree  when  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  is  involved  in  malposition.  In 
other  words,  the  symptoms  supposed  to  be  due  to 
prolapsus  uteri,  originate  almost  invariably  from 
the  implication  of  the  neighboring  organs. 

University  Medical  College,  "> December  t  1862.  ) 

Clinic  of  Prof.  Alfred  C.  Post, 

Injury  of  the  Knee. 
Female,  three  years  of  age.  Four  weeks  ago  she 

received  a  fall,  and  now  walks  with  diflaculty.  The 
limb  is  very  nearly  straight,  and  there  is  but  little 
resistance  to  motion.  The  circumference  of  the  knee 
is  nearly  an  inch  greater  than  that  of  the  opposite 
side.  There  is  hardness  of  feeling  particularly  over 
the  lateral  part  of  the  joint.  Whether  the  bone 
itself,  or  the  periosteum,  simply  is  involved  in  the 
present  diseased  condition,  is  not  apparent.  There 
is  no  active  inflammation,  with  only  a  slight  increase 
in  the  temperature.  A  large  proportion  of  the  lame- 

ness of  children  which  is  ascribed  to  the  knee,  is 
actually  due  to  disease  of  the  hip,  but  in  this  case  it 
is  plainly  in  the  knee  ;  probably  the  affection  is  of 
the  cancellated  structure  of  the  ends  of  the  bones. 
Give  one  grain  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  three 
times  a  day,  and  apply  externally  the  following  oint 
ment : Cerat.  simip., 

IJng.  hydrarg.,       aa  f  ss. 
lodinii,  gr.  ij. 
Potassee  iodid.,  gr.  vij.  M. 

The  iodurated  mercurial  ointment  for  adults  is 
composed  as  follows : 

I^.    Ung.  hyd.,  ^j. 
lodinii,  gr.  v. 
PotassiB  iodid.,  3j.  M. 

It  is  important  in  the  early  treatment  of  a  case 
like  this  to  keep  the  knee  straight ;  deformities  often 
result  from  neglect  of  attention  to  this  point. 

Chronic  Eczema. 

Female,  forty  years  of  age.  Has  a  chronic  inflam- 
matory condition  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue  of 

the  leg  resembling  eczema.  Sixteen  years  ago  she 
was  afiected  with  phlegmasia  dolens,  since  which 
time  this  limb  has  not  been  in  a  healthy  condition. 
Apply  a  lotion  of  the  acetate  of  lead  to  subdue  the 
inflammation,  and  afterward  wear  a  laced  stocking. 

Chronic  Ulcer. 

Female, .twenty-eight  years  of  age.  It  is  situated 
on  the  inner  side  of  the  leg,  just  above  the  malleolus. 
The  healing  of  a  sore  depends  much  upon  the  soft- 

ness of  the  subjacent  tissue ;  ulcers  heal  more  by 
contraction  than  by  granulation,  so  that  the  cica- 

trices are  less  in  diameter  than  the  organic  ulcer. 
Over  the  prominence  of  the  malleoli,  etc.,  where  the 
skin  is  drawn  tightly,  the  contraction  is  not  allowed 
to  take  place,  and  hence  the  difficulty  of  healing. 
All  sores  on  the  leg  and  foot  are  diflicult  to  heal. 
The  patient  should  keep  the  foot  in  an  elevated  or 
horizontal  position.  Without  attending  to  this  fact, 
a  sore  may  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  or  even  a  whole 
lifetime.  This  sore  is  slightly  inflamed,  presenting 
a  dusky  surface  ;  the  edges  are  uneven  or  serrated, 
and  it  is  hollowed  out.  A  healthy  ulcer  will  have 
its  centre  filled  up  to  the  surface,  and  the  margin 
will  adhere  to  the  granulations  and  not  bo  free  as  in 
this  case.  As  the  ulcer  has  existed  a  great  u umber 
of  years,  it  will  not  heal  rapidly.  If  the  patient 
should  suflcr  from  the  drying  up  of  the  issue,  an 
artilicial  sore  will  have  to  be  made  elsewhere,  aa 
upon  the  arm,  where  it  may  be  easily  healed.  Apply 
Labaraque's  solution  on  a  piece  of  lint,  and  cover  it 
with  oiled  silk. 

Crusta  Lactea. 
Male,  two  years  of  age.   He  has  had  the  eruption 
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since  he  was  two  weeks  old.  It  is  most  conspicuous 
on  tlie  hairy  scalp,  but  is  seen  also  on  the  face  and 
some  parts  of  the  body.  This  eruption  is  a  form  of 
eczema,  properly  called  impetiginoides.  It  is  a  pus- 

tular eruption.  Its  presence  generally  guards  cer- 
tain or2:aus  from  disease  of  a  more  serious  nature, 

and  seldom  extends  beyond  the  period  of  dentition. 
Tepid  baths,  regular  diet,  healthy  evacuations,  etc., 
and  wash  the  head  every  day  with  castile  soap  and 
water,  and  use  the  following  powder,  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  morning  and  night,  in  molasses  : 

Sulph.  sublim. 
Potassse  bitart,      aa.  §j.  M. 

If  ecrosis  of  the  Maxilla. 
Female,  five  years  of  age.  She  was  at  the  clinic 

last  April,  when  there  was  a  necrosed  condition  of 
both  the  maxillary  bones,  which  had  been  preceded 
by  an  attack  of  fever.  Several  pieces  of  bone  were 
drawn  out  with  very  little  effort.  The  teeth  now 
seem  to  be  loose,  but  there  is  no  bone  projecting. 
Leave  her  two  or  three  weeks  longer,  and  come 
again. 

Onychia. 
1.  Male,  five  years  of  age.  The  right  great  toe  was 

contused  last  summer,  the  result  of  which  has  been 
inflammation  about  most  of  the  nail,  which  came 
away  of  itself.  It  is  now  suppurated  about  the  root 
of  the  nail,  which  binds  down  the  secretion  and  pre- 

vents its  escape.  The  nail  had  better  be  removed, 
and  as  it  is  a  painful  operation,  the  patient  had 
better  be  put  under  an  anaesthetic.  The  skin  under 
the  nail,  after  its  removal,  presents,  instead  of  its 
usually  smooth  appearance,  a  granulated  surface. 
We  will  endeavor  to  remove  the  whole  surface 
by  touching  it  with  nitric  acid,  after  which  the 
cold  water  dressing  should  be  applied,  keeping  the 
patient  in  a  chair  with  the  limb  elevated. 

2.  Male,  nine  years  of  age.  This  patient  was  ope- 
rated on  for  hare  lip,  about  six  weeks  since.  There 

is  a  slight  irregularity  in  the  margin  of  the  lip  which 
could  be  removed  by  another  slight  operation.  This 
onychia  has  come  from  an  injury.  The  nail  acts  as 
a  foreign  body,  and  should  be  removed.  We  will 
not  give  an  ansesthetic  in  this  case,  as  the  nail  seems 
to  be  loose.  The  nail  is  removed,  entire,  it  being  on 
the  finger,  but  toe-nails  are  removed  easiest  by  split- 

ting them.  Apply  nitric  acid,  and  use  cold  water 
applications  for  the  first  week ;  afterward  some 
gentle  astringent  or  stimulant  may  be  substituted. 
Supposed  Shortening  of  the  Frsenum  Linguee. 

Male,  six  years  of  age.  When  he  was  an  infant 
he  was  tongue-tied,  and  the  frsenum  was  cut ;  and 
now,  as  the  child  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  the 
mother  thinks  it  was  not  cut  enough.  He  can  ex- 

tend the  tongue  half  way  down  to  the  chin,  which  is 
sufficient  for  articulation.  Difficulty  of  speaking  in 
children  is  apt  to  be  erroneously  attributed  to  this 
cause. 

Necrosis  of  the  Fenaur. 
Male,  ten  years  of  age.  The  disease  is  located  at 

the  upper  part  of  the  lower  third.  An  ansesthetic  is 
administered  to  facilitate  exploration  and  operation. 
Operations  upon  the  tibia  are  comparatively  simple, 
the  bone  being  superficial  and  generally  tending 
toward  the  anterior  aspect ;  but  upon  the  femur  it  is 
necessary  to  proceed  more  cautiously,  in  oi-der  to 
avoid  irrii»ort,ant  organs.  The  operation  consists  in 
making  a  free  incision,  chisseling  away  the  invo- 
lucrum,  and  extracting  the  sequestrum.  The  inci- 

sion must  be  free  on  account  of  the  great  depth  of 
the  bone.  It  is  more  important  to  remove  even  a 
small  piece  of  sequestrum  from  the  femur  than  from 
the  tibia,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  the  bones 
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injuring  an  important  artery.  Cases  of  alarming 
hemorrhage  have  been  known  to  occur  from  this 
cause,  and  amputation  has  been  resorted  to  from 
the  same  cause.  There  is  generally  too  much  delay 
in  operating  for  sequestrum.  If  the  bone  is  not 
loose,  a  little  chisseling  will  enable  you  to  remove it  with  ease. 

Prolapsus  Ani. 
Male,  two  and  a  half  years  of  age.  He  has  been 

subject  to  it  for  five  months  past.  He  has  been 
heretofore  directed  to  use  a  suflS.cient  quantity  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  sublimated  sulphur  to  get  two 
evacuations  daily.  Under  this  prescription  he  has 
improved,  and  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  had  an 
evacuation  without  prolapsus.  He  will  use  now  a 
wash  of  an  ounce  of  white  oak  bark  boiled  in  a  pint 
of  water. 

Double  Complicated  Hare  Lip. 

Male,  four  and  a  half  months  old.  This  is  com- 
plicated with  fissure  of  the  bones  and  palate  and  an 

intermaxillary  projection  of  bone.  The  rule  in 
these  cases  is  to  operate  early,  but  on  account  of  the 
delicacy  of  the  child  it  has  been  postponed.  We 
will  defer  it  still  longer,  and  put  the  child  on  a  diet 
of  cream. 

Anomalous  Tumor. 

Male,  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  For  twenty  years 
he  has  had  a  swelling  in  the  right  groin,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  external  abdominal  ring.  The 
ring  is  open  and  patulous,  and  the  tumor  may  be 
pushed  up  through  it  and  followed  with  the  finger. 
Both  testicles  are  in  their  proper  place.  Cases  are 
reported  of  supernumerary  testicles,  but  these  cases 
have  not  been  investigated  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  certain  that  they  did  exist.  The  sensation 
in  squeezing  it  is  different  from  that  in  squeezing 
the  true  testicle,  that  being  one  which  is  peculiar  and 
cannot  be  mistaken.  The  tumor  is  about  the  size  of 
a  hickory  nut  and  has  a  hard  feel,  and  in  passing 
the  ring  does  not  come  and  go  gradually  like  a 
hernia,  but  slips  through  the  ring  suddenly  like  a 
hard,  unyielding  body.  A  tumor  of  this  kind  hap- 

pening to  coincide  with  colic,  might  be  easily  mis- 
taken, in  consultation,  for  hernia.  In  case  of  doubt, 

the  patient  should  have  the  benefit  of  it.  The  tumor 
does  not  require  treatment ;  a  dose  of  castor  oil  will 
remove  what  pain  he  feels. 

 ^.^H^^-*-  

Medical  Societies. 

N.  Y.  County  Med.  Soc'y,  \ 7^;.'j,  1863.  ; 

DIPHTHEKIA. 
Dr.  D.  S.  CoNANT  opened  the  discussion  by  remark- 

ing that  he  had  not  had  time  to  look  over  all  the 
authorities,  yet  he  had  found  that  Bretoneau,  who 
was  the  first  to  write  on  the  subject,  regarded  diph- 

theria as  a  kind  of  membranous  stomatitis  ;  he  con- 
sequently advises  and  relies  upon  local  ti'eatment. 

Lacock,  however,  takes  a  different  view  ;  he  believ6s 
that  the  disease  depends  upon  a  certain  parasite, 
causing  an  exudation  of  plasma  upon  the  mucous 
surface  ;  consequently,  he  recommends  the  use  of 
such  remedies  as  are  calculated  to  destroy  the  para- 

site. The  universal  opinion  at  present  is,  that  it  is 
a  zymotic  disease,  entering  into  the  blood,  of  which 
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the  rmicous  membranes  only  afford  certain  signs.  It 
is  very  insidious  in  its  approach,  and  may  be  divided 
into  three  classes : 

1st.  A  mild  form,  of  which  the  great  majority 
recover,  and  in  which  the  general  system  sustains 
itself  very  well. 

2d.  A  form  a  little  more  severe.  The  exudation 
first  affects  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx,  and  extends 
rapidly  downward  ;  croupy  respiration  ensues  from 
obstruction  in  the  respiratory  passages ;  the  isthmus 
of  the  fauces  is  more  or  less  covered  with  an  organic 
plasma.  If  the  bronchial  tubes  become  lined,  the 
patient  will  be  likely  to  die. 

3d.  The  third  class  is  ushered  in  with  more  vio- 
lence. The  patient  will  sometimes  sink  before  there 

is  any  exudation  upon  the  larynx.  The  exudation 
may  continue  till  it  is  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  these  are  the  cases  in  which  tracheotomy  is  usu- 

ally performed.  A  noticeable  feature  of  these  cases 
is  a  discharge  from  the  nose.  No  mention  is  made 
of  this  peculiarity  by  the  London  physicians,  but  so 
important  is  this  symptom  that  some  believe  that  we 
cannot  have  diphtheria  without  this  discharge,  and 
an  offensive  breath. 

Dr.  C.  belieA'cs  diphtheria  is  a  zymotic  disease,  but 
cannot  be  called  a  contagious  disease,  though  it  is 
subject  to  atmospheric  conditions.  If  zymotic,  we 
should  correct  the  local  conditions,  and  use  general 
remedies  at  the  same  time.  He  has  never  found 
anything  after  death  which  could  not  be  discovered 
before. 

In  regard  to  duration,  it  will  continue  from  four 
to  six  days,  sometimes  eight.  Paralysis  is  a  common 
result,  sometimes  of  the  pneumogastric,  the  glosso- 

pharyngeal, spinal  accessory,  portions  of  the  optic 
nerve,  or  of  the  muscles  of  the  back  of  the  neck.  In 
one  case,  there  had  been  very,  great  enlargement 
of  the  glands  of  the  neck.  Two  or  three  of  these 
cases  belonged  to  a  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  in  Ver- 

mont, which  he  was  asked  to  visit  as  he  was  passing 
through  that  part  of  the  country.  He  recommend- 

ed that  those  taken  with  it  should  be  kept  in  a 
warm,  dry  atmosphere ;  and  only  one  case  proved 
fatal,  and  this  one  was  exposed  to  a  raw,  cold  air, 
by  being  taken  home. 

He  uses  the  tincture  of  aconite  to  the  back  of  the 
neck,  and  belladonna  internally,  as  a  prophylactic. 
In  Birmingham,  in  1738,  there  were  reported  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  of  diphtheria,  of  which 
only  one  died.  The  muriated  tincture  of  iron  is 
used  as  a  drink  by  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  of  Albany. 
Another  physician  reports  ninety-five  cases  and  two 
deaths  ;  these  were  treated  according  to  the  theory 
that  the  disease  is  simply  local.  Another  reports  five 
hundred  and  thirty-two  cases  and  seventy-eight 
deaths.  Another,  sixty-five  cases  and  one  death. 
Malarious  influences  of  some  districts,  and  crowded 
apartments,  have  been  assigned  as  some  of  the  causes. 
Reports  of  country  physicians,  however,  show  a 
greater  ratio  of  deaths,  where  they  have  freer  air, 
purer  water,  etc. 

The  most  common  sequel  of  diphtheria  is  paraly- 
sis of  a  nerve.  If  the  disease  is  purely  local,  this 

effect  could  be  brought  about  only  by  reflex  action  ; 
if  zymotic,  it  would  proceed  from  a  nerve  centre, 
which  is  very  easy  to  perceive.  Paralysis  of  any 
part  may  ensue.  To-day  we  have  had  a  case  at  the 
Demilt  Dispensary,  in  which  was  paralysis  following 
diphtheria.  Amaurosis  will  sometimes  follow.  The 
treatment  should  be  directed  to  the  local  difficulty, 
to  the  general  system,  and  be  preventive.  Muriated 
tincture  of  iron  and  the  bitter  tonics  are  primarily 
indicated  ;  dry  air  is  important.  The  local  applica- tion of  nitrate  of  silver  cannot  be  recommended.  A 
gargle  of  salt  and  vinegar  ho  likes  as  well  as  any- 

thing. The  general  treatment  should  embrace  nu- 
tritious diet,  cgg-nogg,  bitter  tonics,  iron,  etc.,  and 

occasionally  a  little^  calomel  to  excite  the  secrc- 
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tions.  The  most  intelligent  physicians  ignore  calo- 
mel, unless  the  patient  be  very  strong  and  the  mem- 

branes forming  rapidly,  in  which  case  one  or  two 
grains  may  be  given,  followed  by  tonic  treatment. 
He  never  saw  a  case  in  which  tracheotomy  would 
have  been  advisable.  The  operators  in  these  cases 
will  find  that  the  membrane  has  extended  further 
down  than  the  operation. 

Dr.  John  G.  Sewall  stated  that  he  had  been  for 
nine  years  connected  with  the  Northwestern  Dispen- 

sary, during  which  time  he  had  visited  fourteen 
thousand  patients,  and  seen  in  that  number  only  two 
cases  of  diphtheria.  One  of  those  perished  in  a  few 
hours  after  it  was  first  seen  by  him,  and  the  other,  a 
boy,  was  treated  with  iron  and  tonics.  The  local 
symptoms  disappeared,  but  the  constitution  never 
rallied.  Out  of  five  cases  of  diphtheria  in  private 
practice,  two  died,  one  four  years  and  the  other  five 
years  of  age.  When  croupy  symptoms  are  manifest, 
it  is  almost  always  fatal.  He  had  had  one  case  which 
seemed  to  be  an  exception  to  this  rule  ;  it  was  taken 
suddenly  with  a  croupy  cough  and  other  grave  symp- 

toms. He  gave  it  muriate  of  ammonia  and  chlorate 
of  potash  in  ten-grain  doses,  every  two  hours,  and 
followed  it  up  religiously  for  three  days.  The  child 
recovered.  It  prevailed  extensively  in  the  district  of 
one  of  his  colleagues,  in  Seventh  Avenue,  at  one 
time,  when  nine  died  in  one  block.  In  the  same 
block  there  was  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom 
took  muriate  of  iron  as  a  prophylactic,  with  one 
exception,  and  this  one  alone,  of  the  six,  took  diph- 

theria and  died.  We  should  lend  all  our  energies  to 
inducing  preventive  treatment,  and  among  this  class 
of  medicines  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  seems  to 
meet  with  most  favor. 

Dr.  Stone  said  he  had  not  seen  much  of  the  dis- 
ease. Dr.  CoNANT's  remarks  in  regard  to  dry  air,  he 

did  not  approve.  He  had  one  case  on  Fifth  Avenue, 
near  the  reservoir,  in  which  he  resolved  to  carry  out 
the  plan  of  ventillating  freely.  He  had  it  taken  into 
the  street  every  day,  and  gave  it  beef  tea  and  tonics. 
Local  applications  are  of  little  or  no  use.  He  trusts 
to  nourishment,  stimulants  and  iron.  His  belief  is 
that  it  is  contagious.  In  one  case,  a  school  was 
broken  up  by  it.  In  another  case,  the  head  of  a 
family  died  by  it,  his  wife  died,  and  two  or  three  of 
his  children.  A  lady  visiting  them  also  took  it  and 
died,  and  also  another. 

Dr.  H.  D.  BuLKLEY  recommended  chlorate  of  potash, 
tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron,  beef  tea,  milk  punch, 
etc.  He  had  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the  dis- 

charge from  the  nose.  Within  a  few  weeks  he  had 
treated  three  or  four  cases  successfully  with  twenty- 
five  drops  of  tincture  ferri.  muriatis,  given  every 
two  hours.  He  had  also  to  use  a  ten  to  twenty-grain 
solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  as  a  local  applica- 
tion. 

Prof.  Edmund  R.  Peaslee  did  not  propose  to  say 
what  the  precise  pathology  of  the  disease  is,  but  he 
regarded  it  as  undoubtedly  zymotic.  We  have  cer- 

tain sequehe  here  which  are  recognized  in  other 
zymotic  diseases ;  also  the  same  exudations  as  in 
admitted  zymotic  diseases  ;  the  vagina  and  conjunc- 

tiva may  be  covered  with  the  same  exudation  ;  in 
sliort,  the  facts  are  such  that  we  cannot  now  regard 
this  as  a  local  disease.  In  treating  it,  however,  we 
must  not  disregard  the  local  symptoms.  A  profuse 
nasal  discharge  may  be  removed  by  a  Avcak  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver.  With  this  exception,  I  have 
resorted,  almost  exclusively,  to  a  solution  of  chlorate 
of  potash,  both  as  a  gargle  and  intonially.  Quinine 
is  a  grand  remedy  where  wc  sec  any  failure  of  the 
vital  forces  in  the  zymotic  diseases.  He  has  used 
tincture  of  iron  with  satisfaction,  but  it  does  not  agree 
with  the  stomach  as  well  as  iron  in  substance.  IBeof 
tea,  eggs,  wine  or  brandy,  iron,  vtc,  are  the  reliable 
renuKlies.  The  disease  usually  lasts  about  six  days, 
unless  it  runs  into  a  low  typhoid  form.  :Many  have 
supposed  the  grand  object  was  to  remove  the  mem- 

brane, but  this  is  not  the  case. 
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EDITORIAL. 

DITORIAL Department. 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MAT  16,  1863. 

AMEmCAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION". 
We  trust  that  tliis  body  will  have  a  full  repre- 

sentation at  its  approaching  meeting  on  the  2d  of 
June.  There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
well  attended,  and  profitable.  The  call  for  the 
meeting  has  been  well  received  by  the  profession, 
the  press,  with  an  insignificant  exception,  and  by 
the  medical  societies  that  have  met  since  it  was 

issued.  A  great  many  delegates  have  been  ap- 
pointed, and  we  anticipate  a  large  attendance  of 

permanent  members. 

There  are  several  committees  to  report  on  im- 
portant subjects,  and  they  have  had  a  good  deal 

of  time  to  prepare  their  reports.  The  recent 
division  of  the  Association  into  sections,  before 
which  reports  on  special  subjects  are  read  and 

discussed,  was  a  very  important  and  useful  modi- 
fication of  its  original  organization.  It  will  exert 

much  influence  on  the  Association,  and  add  very 

materially  to  the  value  of  its  published  pro- 
ceedings. 

There  is  still  lacking  an  element  of  permanency, 

which  we  hope  to  see  supplied  soon.  The  Asso- 
ciation should  have  a  permanent  Secretary,  whose 

special  duty  should  be,  in  conjunction  with  the 
annually  elected  officers,  to  look  after  the  welfare 
of  the  Association,  by  attending  to  the  formation 

of  local  medical  societies,  the  election  of  delegates, 
notification  of  chairmen  of  committees,  the  issue 
of  the  transactions,  etc.,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  the  approaching  meeting,  we 
hope  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  have 
secured  for  the  delegates  the  usual  commutation 

of  fare  on  the  railway  lines,  and  that  it  will  be 
speedily  announced.  , 

CLIFTON  HALL. 
This  is  the  name  of  an  institution  for  the  In- 

sane, a  private  enterprize,  under  the  charge  of 
Dr.  R.  A.  Given,  located  on  a  beautiful  spot  on 
the  old  J?altimore.  pike,  a  few  miles  south-west  of 

the  city.    The  ground  is  high,  and  the  scenery   ably  reviewed  in  the  foreign  journals  of  agricultural 

[Vol.  X, 
very  fine,  especially  toward  the  Delaware  river, 
which  can  be  distinctly  seen  meandering  for 
many  miles  in  the  distance.  The  surroundings  of 
the  house  and  its  internal  arrangements  are  very 
attractive,  and  the  facilities  for  treating  the  in- 

sane are  of  the  first  order.  Dr.  Given  is  well 

known  to  the  profession  of  Philadelphia,  and  we 
trust  that  he  will  receive,  as  he  certainly  merits, 

a  share  of  public  patronage.  Dr,  Given 's  address 
is  Kellysville,  Pa. 

THE  LATE  DK.  DARLINGTON. 

Dr.  William  Dablington,  who  recently  died  at 
West  Chester,  attained  so  much  distinction  as  a 

physician,  naturalist,  and  civilian,  that  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  of  him  in  this  place  will  be 

appropriate. 
He  was  born  in  Birmingham  township,  Chester 

county,  Pa.,  in  1782,  and  until  his  eighteenth 
year  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  acquir- 

ing in  his  leisure  hours  a  fair  English  education. 
In  1800  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  under 
the  tuition  of  Dr.  John  Vaughan,  of  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  and  four  years  after  graduated  with 
the  title  of  M.  D.,  at  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 

nia, in  this  city.  In  1806-7  he- made  a  voyage  to 
India  as  surgeon  of  a  vessel,  and  returned  with  an 
enlarged  and  ripened  experience  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  secured  him  an  extended 
reputation  and  numerous  connections.  During 
the  last  forty-four  years  he  filled  several  import- 

ant positions  of  trust  under  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  that  of  the  State.  The  degree  of 

LL.D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Yale  College. 
He  was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Chester  County 
until  his  death — a  period  of  more  than  thirty 
years.  Dr.  Dablington  had  devoted  a  large  por- 

tion of  his  life  to  the  study  of  botany,  his  favorit-e 
science,  in  which  he  acquired  a  vast  fund  of  infor- 

mation. He  likewise  obtained  considerable  celeb- 
rity as  an  author.  In  1804  he  published  his 

"Mutual  Influence  of  Habits  and  Disease."  In 
1826  his  most  successful  work,  "  Flora  Cestrica," 
appeared,  and  passed  to  three  editions.  It  was 
favorably  noticed  by  the  greatest  botanists  of 
Europe,  and  established  its  author  in  the  front 
rank  of  American  scholars.  In  1843  he  revised 

and  published  "Reliquiae  Baldwinise,"  and  four 
years  afterward  issued  his  "  Agricultural  Botany.'* 
In  1849  he  gave  to  the  public  "Memorials  of 
John  Barton  and  Humphrey  Marshall." 

These  were  the  principal  works  which  gave  him 
transatlantic  fame,  and  most  of  them  were  favor- 
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science.  In  addition  to  his  varied  scientific  and 
literary  attainments,  Dr.  Darlington  was  a  decided 
politician,  and  during  the  Administration  of  Gene- 

ral Jackson  was  a  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  for  the  position  of  United 
States  Senator,  heing  defeated  by  very  few  votes. 
Although  during  the  latter  years  of  his  venerable 
life,  engaged  as  he  was  in  quiet  study,  he  was  pre- 

cluded from  any  prominent  expression  of  his  senti- 
ments, he  was  always  true  to  the  Union.  In  the 

county  of  Chester  no  one  was  more  respected,  and 
no  one  will  be  more  lamented.  As  a  gentleman, 
a  scholar,  and  a  patriot,  he  was  among  the  first, 
and  though,  in  the  course  of  years,  the  time  had 
come  for  him  to  die,  we  cannot  but  look  upon  his 
death  as  a  great  loss  to  our  State  and  country. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Hospital  Diet. 

In  nothing  has  Surgeon-General  Hammond  de- 
monstrated his  fitness  for  the  position  to  which, 

the  exigencies  of  the  country  so  suddenly  called 
him,  as  in  the  care  and  attention  he  has  bestowed 
on  the  diet  of  the  army,  especially  of  the  sick  and 
wounded.  The  diet  tables  are  very  complete,  full, 
and  systematic.  We  have  before  us  charts  for 
convenient  reference,  containing, 

1.  A  Diet  Table  for  General  Hospitals  in  the 
U.  S.  Army. 

2.  A  table  showing  the  quantity  by  weight  or 
measure,  of  any  number  of  full  Diet  Rations  from 
1  to  1000,  as  prescribed  in  the  above  Diet  Table. 

3.  A  table  of  articles  of  Full  Diet,  not  issued 
daily,  designed  to  facilitate  the  preparation  of 
Hospital  Provision  Returns  for  five  and  ten  days. 

The  articles  in  this  table  consist  of  fresh  beef  or 
mutton,  bacon,  corned  beef,  pork,  fish,  beaas, 
potatoes,  butter,  dried  beef,  pickles. 

The  Diet  Table  for  General  Hospitals  was  pub- 
lished in  substance  on  page  202  of  the  last  volume 

of  the  Reporter. 

Rank  of  Naval  Surgeons. 

By  a  recent  order,  issued  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, the  following  is  to  be  the  rank  of  surgeons 

in  the  navy  ; — 
Surgeon  of  the  Fleet  to  rank  with  Captain. 
Surgeons  to  rank  with  Lieutenant-Commanders, 

for  the  first  five  years  after  promotion ;  after  the 
first  five  years  with  Commanders  ;  and  after  fifteen 
years  to  rank  with  Captains. 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeons  to  rank  with  Lieu- 
tenants. 

Assistant- Surgeons  to  rank  with  Masters. 

Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC. 

POSITION  OF  STUMPS  AFTER  AMPUTA- TION. 

Columbian  College  Hospital,  \ 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jpr.  15,  1863.]" 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — It  is  to  be 

expected  that  in  an  experience  of  ten  months  in  a 
military  hospital,  especially  after  the  great  l^attles  of 
the  past  summer  and  fall,  one  would  necessarily  be- 

come acquainted  with  many  facts  of  great  practical 
importance  to  a  physician  and  surgeon,  but  espe- 

cially to  a  surgeon — which  facts,  though  they  may 
be  contained  in  books,  may  very  easily  have  es- 

caped his  particular  notice.  This  has  been  my 
experience  to  a  great  degree.  I  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  see  and  to  treat  a  great  many 
surgical  cases — cases  of  almost  every  variety — but 
especially  have  I  had  under  my  care  a  large  number 
of  amputations,  and  it  is  to  the  position  of  limbs, 
after  amputations,  that  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
at  this  time.  This  I  regard  of  vast  importance,  for 
I  verily  believe  that  a  number  of  the  patients  under 
my  care  owe  their  lives  to  the  position  of  the  stump 
during  treatment  more  than  to  any  other  circum- 

stance or  circumstances. 
The  practice,  if  I  mistake  not,  has  always  been — 

at  least  it  has  been  so  to  a  great  degree — to  keep  the 
stump  elevated,  so  that  the  distal  portion  is  higher 
than  the  proximal.  I  cannot  avoid  condemning  this 
practice  with  great  feeling,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
it  should  have  been  practised  so  long.  I  found  my 
opinion  on  my  own  experience.  As  I  have  already 
said,  I  believe  I  have  saved  several  lives  by  having 
the  distal  portion  of  the  stump  lower  than  any  other 
part ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  lives  have  been 
lost  that  might  have  been  saved  if  this  precaution 
had  been  adopted.  When  the  stump  is  elevated,  the 
pus  that  is  formed  will,  of  course,  collect  in  the  part 
and  act  deleteriously  in  several  ways,  notwithstand- 

ing it  is  properly  bandaged  ;  it  will  be  absorbed  into 
the  system  ;  it  will  burrow  between  the  tissues  and 
separate  them  ;  enlarge  the  suppurating  surface,  and 
prevent  the  healing  process.  Whereas,  if  the  limb 
is  slightly  declivous,  the  pus  will  immediately,  after 
forming,  be  discharged,  and  can  no  longer  do  mis- 
chief. 

In  some  cases,  where  I  had  reason  to  believe  there 
was  separation  of  the  tissues  by  the  burrowing  of 
pus,  upon  changing  the  position,  there  was  marked 
improvement. In  cases  of  amputation  below  the  knee,  I  have 
invariably  had  the  knee  pillowod-up.  In  amputations 
of  the  thigh,  I  have,  on  some  occasions,  had  the 
head  of  the  bed  raised,  and  also  the  side  of  the  bed 
opposite  the  amputated  limb.  I  do  not  wish  to  bo 
understood  as  advocating  great  declivity  of  the 
stump,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should  bo  but 
slight. 

In  many  cases,  the  sinus  through  which  the  pus  is 
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[Vol.  X. discharged  becomes  closed,  wlien  it  will  be  necessary 
to  opeu  it  with  a  probe  or  canula. 

"l  am  well  convinced  that  there  is  not  importance 
ehough  attached  to  the  position  of  limbs  after  am- 

putations by  the  profession  generally,  and  I  have 
thought  it  well  to  bring  it  before  the  notice  of  the 
profession  through  the  columns  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reportek. 

J.  B.  Morrison,  M.D., 
Ass't  Surg.,  U.  S.  V. 

ASCITES. 
Pinal  Results  of  an  Extraordinary  Case. 

MoNONGAHELA  CiTY,  Pa.,  Jan.,  I  863. 

Editor  Med.  &  Surg.  Reporter  : — I  send  you 
the  result  of  an  extraordinary  case  of  Ascites,  par- 

tial reports  of  which  were  published  in  vol.  iii.,  p. 
178,  and  vol.  v.,  p.  35,  of  the  Reporter. 
Amount  drawn  off  up  to  September  8th,  1860,  774 

gals,  i  pts. 
gal.  qt.  pt. Oct.  loth,  drew  off..... 13   1  0 Nov.  12th  13   3  0 

Dec.  12th  14 
Jan.  9th,  1S61  13 Feb.  9th  14 

1  0 
2  1 
1  0 

March  11th  14   0  1 
April  10th  12    2  1 
May  9th  12   1  0 June  7th  14   1  1 
July  6th  13   3  1 
August  5th  14   1  1 
Sept.  2d  13    2  1 Oct.  4th  13   3  0 
Nov.  1st  13   1  1 

gal.  qt.  pt. Dec.  2d  14  0  0 
Jan.  1st,  1862  14  0  0 
Jan.  27th  14  0  0 
Feb.  26th  13  2  0 
March  25th  1^  0  % 
April  25th  13  3  0 
May  23d  14  1  0 June  21st  14  2  0 
July  20th  14  2  }4 
August  19th  14  2  0 
Sept.  15th  13  1  1 Oct.  18th  13  3  0 
Nov,  18th  15  0  0 
Dec.  2d                      8  1  li 

Total,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  gallons,  one 
quart.  Mr.  Adams  died,  Dec.  4th,  1862,  from  gas- 

tritis. Saml.  M.  King. 

BEMOVAL  OP  HALF  OP  THE  ILIUM. 
Kapid  Recovery, 

Peoria,  III,  Feb.,  1863. 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — I  was  called 

Feb.  4  to  see  Mr.  Antonio  D.,  reported  to  be  seriously 
injured.  On  arriving  at  the  house,  I  learned  that 
his  horses  had  taken  fright  while  coming  down  the 
bluff,  and  thrown  him  with  great  violence  against  a 
stake  that  supported  the  plank  sidewalk.  Upon  ex- 

amination I  found  a  compound  comminuted  fracture 
of  the  left  ilium,  he  apparently  having  fallen  upon 
it  when  thrown  from  his  wagon.  The  hemorrhage 
Was  profuse.  I  applied  "  cold  water  compress  "  and 
bandages,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Dickinson  (one  of  our 
oldest  and  best  physicians)  to  administer  chloroform 
while  1  removed  the  fractured  bone.  But  when  Dr. 
D.  arrived,  our  patient  refused  chloroform,  saying 
"he  could  stand  it  without  anything."  I  then  pro- 

ceeded to  remove  the  loose  pieces  of  bone  through 
the  laceration  caused  by  the  fall,  which  I  found  quite 
lirmly  attached  to  the  fleshy  tissues,  but  by  using 
torsion  after  a  little  cutting  and  working  with  a  blunt 
instrument,  succeeded  in  removing  them  all  without 
doing  injury  to  the  bowels  or  bladder,  or  wounding 
any  considerable  blood-vessel,  though  I  found  seve- 

ral pieces  forced  deep  into  the  pelvis.  I  was  happy 
to  know  that  the  peritoneum  had  not  been  opened. 
I  found  that  I  had  removed  twelve  pieces,  besides 

several  of  less  size  that  were  lost  in  the  blood.  The 
largest  was  a  part  of  the  crest,  three  inches  long 
and  two  inches  wide.  Another  was  the  anterior 
superior  spinous  process,  about  two  by  one  and  a 
half  inches.  The  others  were  smaller  and  very  irreg- 

ular. I  have  used  the  compress  and  bandages,  keep- 
ing a  tent  in  the  bottom  of  the  wound.  No  unplea- 
sant symptoms  have  been  manifested,  save  for  a  few 

days  a  slight  inflammation  of  the  bladder.  The 
wound  has  healed  kindly  by  granulations  from  the 
bottom,  and  my  patient  now,  Feb.  25th,  walks  daily 
without  assistance  even  from  a  crutch  or  cane  with- 

out limping. 

I  have  no  particular  comments  to  make  on  this 
case.  It  adds  one  to  the  list  of  serious  injuries 
where  a  large  amount  of  bone  was  removed  with  A 
rapidly  favorable  recovery.  It  is  a  species  of  frac- 

ture of  the  ilium  of  unfrequent  occurrence. 
M.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D. 

A  CASE  OP  DETACHED  KIDNEY. 

Spring  Arbor,  Mich.,  Feb.,  1863. 

Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — I  was  sum- 
moned, in  company  with  my  partner.  Dr.  S.  P.  Root, 

to  the  bedside  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  set.  sixty-four, 
widow,  and  mother  of  several  children.  She  had 
been  ill  for  some  time,  but  had  been  under  no  spe- 

cial medical  treatment,  as  she  supposed  she  was 
suffering  from  tsehia,  and  could  receive  but  little  ad- 

vantage from  medical  attendance.  Our  examination 
established  a  very  clear  diagnosis  of  phthisis  pulmo- 
nalis,  in  its  last  stage.  In  this  there  was  nothing 
peculiar,  but,  in  prosecuting  the  examination  in  the 
region  of  the  stomach,  we  discovered  a  hard  and 
well-defined  tumor  lying  over  the  aorta,  along  the 
lower  margin  of  the  stomach.  This  tumor,  it  was 
discovered,  would  change  its  position  upon  gently 
pressing  upon  its  sides,  but  while  we  could  carry  it 
but  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  median  line,  it  would 
seem  to  float  freely  on  the  right  side,  and  sink  down 
beneath  the  viscera  so  as  to  escape  the  touch.  We 
could  establish  nothing  satisfactory,  in  regard  either 
to  the  nature  or  location  of  the  tumor. 

Inquiring  into  the  history  of  the  patient,  we 
learned  that  twenty-five  years  previously,  when  lift- 

ing an  ash  leach,  she  felt  something  give  way  in  her 
back,  and  since  that  time,  although  her  health  wag 
usually  good,  she  has  at  times  perceived  this  tumor, 
and  that  for  a  year  or  more  past  it  had  annoyed  her 
very  much. 

Two  weeks  later  we  were  again  summoned  to  hold 
a  post-mortem  in  the  case,  when  we  found  the  right 
kidney  detached  from  its  position  and  suspended  by 
the  renal  artery,  vein,  nerve,  and  ureter.  These 
were  all  elongated  and  but  slightly  enlarged,  allow- 

ing a  freedom  of  motion  which  easily  explained  the 
phenomenon  presented  during  life.  There  seemed  to 
be  but  little  change  in  the  kidney,  either  in  size  or 
substance,  and  it  appeared  healthy,  performing  its 
functions  regularly,  as  we  could  not  learn  that  she 
had  suffered  any  irregularity  of  urinary  secretion 
during  life.  M.  Louis  Meads,  M.  D. 
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Army  and  Navy  News. 

Orders. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George  R.  Wairn  is 
ordered  to  the  gunboat  Wissahicko7i. 

Drs.  W.  W.  Wentworth  and  Wm.  F.  Hutchinson 
have  been  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons. 
The  former  is  ordered  to  the  sloop  of  war  JPreble  and 
the  latter  to  the  Vincennes. 

Appointments. 
Gov.  CoBURN  of  Maine,  has  made  the  following 

appointments  of  Assistant  Surgeons:  Dr.  Mel- ville H.  Manson  of  Limington,  to  the  5th  regiment; 
Dr.  L.  E.  NoRRis  of  Hampden,  to  the  17th  regi- 

ment ;  Dr.  Geo.  G.  Percival  of  Waterville,  to  the 
20th  regiment. 

Gov.  Seymour  of  New  York,  has  appointed  Dr. 
Clark  Smith  to  be  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  169th 
New  York  regiment,  vice  Dr.  Skinner,  resigned. 

Medical   Officers  of  the   Fiftli  Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  medical  officers 
of  the  5th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  formerly 
known  as  the  Cameron  Dragoons,  in  the  field  near 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

Surgeon — Wm.  C.  Todd  ;  Assistant  Surgeons — Patrick  Heanet  and  Clifford  J.  Parker,  all  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  AKMY. 
Letter  from  Medical  Director   Letterman  to 

General  Hooker. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed 
to  General  Hooker  by  Dr.  J.  Letterman,  Medical 
Director  Army  of  the  Potomac,  showing  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  that  army : — 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information 
of  the  Commanding  General  the  enclosed  report  on 
the  sickness  of  this  army.  The  paper  marked  'A' shows  the  whole  number  of  sick  in  this  army  to  be, 
on  the  28th  of  March  ultimo,  10,777.  The  corps  ex- 

hibiting the  greatest  ratio  of  sick  are  those  in  which 
there  is  the  greatest  number  of  new  regiments.  Thus, 
the  First  Corps,  having  a  ratio  of  90-02  per  1000, 
has,  according  to  the  data  in  this  office,  18  new  and 
21  old  regiments. 

"  The  Sixth  Corps,  with  a  ratio  of  46-16  per  1000, 
has  only  four  new  regiments  and  thirty  old  regi- 

ments. The  ratio  of  sick  for  the  whole  army  is  67-64 
per  1000.  When  it  is  considered  that  since  the  first 
of  February  less  than  800  sick  have  been  sent  be- 

yond the  lines  of  the  army  (excepting  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Ninth  Corps,  which  was  ordered  away,) 

the  ratio  of  sick  is  small. 
"  The  paper  marked  "  B,"  taken  from  the  monthly 

sick  reports  for  January  and  February,  aflbrds  more 
explicit  information  regarding  the  health  of  the 
army. 

"It  shows  that  all  the  more  serious  diseases  to 
which  troops  in  camp  are  liable,  and  especially  those 
which  depend  upon  neglect  of  sanitary  precautions 
and  bad  diet,  have  decreased  in  a  marked  degree 
during  the  month  of  February.  This  paper  shows 
that  during  this  month  typhoid  fevers  decreased 
twenty-eight  per  cent.,  and  diarrhoea  thirty-two  per 
cent.,  and  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  reports 
for  March  (which  have  not  yet  been  received)  will 
exhibit  a  continued  decrease. 

"  Numerous  reports  made  to  this  office  refer  to  the 
general  improvement  in  the  health,  tone,  and  vigor 
of  those  who  are  not  reported  sick,  an  improvement 
which  figures  will  not  exhibit,  but  whicli  is  apparent 
to  officers  whose  attention  is  directed  to  the  health 
of  the  men.  This  favorable  state  of  the  health  of 
the  army,  and  the  decrease  in  the  severity  of  the 

cases  of  disease,  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed 
to  the  improvement  in  the  diet  of  the  men,  com- 

menced about  the  first  of  February  by  the  issue  of 
fresh  bread  and  fresh  vegetables,  which  has  caused 
the  disappearance  of  the  symptoms  of  scurvy  that 
in  January  began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect  through- 

out the  army  ;  to  the  increased  attention  to  sanitary 
regulations  both  in  camp  and  in  hospitals  ;  to  the 
more  general  practice  of  cooking  by  companies,  and 
to  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  the  medical  di- 

rectors of  corps,  and  the  medical  officers  of  this 
army  generally,  in  inculcating  the  absolute  necessity 
of  cleanliness  and  attention  to  the  precautions  for 
insuring  the  health  of  troops,  which  the  united  ex- 

perience of  the  armies  of  Europe  and  our  own  has 
shown  to  be  indispensable  to  their  efficiency. 

Ratio  or  Sickness  on  March  28th. 
Command.  Per  1000  of  Mean  Strength. 

First  Corps  90-03 
Second  Corps  85-19 
Third  Corps  75-69 
Fifth  Corps  61-16 
Sixth  Corps  46-19 
Eleventh  Corps  68-96 
Twelfth  Corps  52-78 
Cavalry  64-05 
Artillery  Reserve  41-31 
Patrick's  Brigade  31-31 
Engineer's  Brigade — Eighth  United  States  Engi- 

neers, Ninety-third  New  York  Infantry  48-91 

News  and  Miscellany. 

K"ew  Medical  Society. 

Brooklyn  Medical  Society. — A  medical  Society 
has  been  formed  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Brooklyn, 
and  the  following  officers  have  been  elected  :  Presi- 

dent, Dr.  D.  N.  Colt  ;  Secretary,  Dr.  Jxo.  A.  Brady; 
Treasurer,  Dr.  N.  L.  North.  The  Society  will  meet 
every  third  Thursday  in  the  month. 

United  States  Laboratory  in  this  City. 
For  some  time  past,  the  building  at  the  northeast 

corner  of  Sixth  and  Oxford  streets,  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  firm  of  Crew,  Rogers  &  Crew,  as 

chemical  works,  has  been  undergoing  preparations 
to  fit  it  for  a  laboratory  for  the  preparation  of  drugs 
for  army  purposes.  The  Government  has  authorized 
the  establishment  of  a  similar  laboratory  in  New 
York,  from  which  and  the  one  in  this  city  will  be 
supplied  the  medicines  for  the  entire  army.  The 
present  structure,  including  the  out  buildings,  has  a 
front  of  192  feet  on  Sixth  street,  and  a  like  depth  on 
Oxford  street,  the  ground  being  in  the  form  of  a 
square.  The  main  building  is  three  stories  in  height 
and  all  the  operations  in  the  preparation  of  drugs 
here  will  be  conducted  by  steam,  there  being  on  the 
first  fioor  an  engine  of  about  twenty-five  horse  power. 
The  various  apartments  consist  of  a  mill-room  for 
pulverizing  drugs,  drying  room,  packing  room,  a 
small  room  in  which  to  put  up  poisons,  pill  room,  a 
store-room  for  corks  and  sponges,  and  a  room  for  the 
preparation  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  other  expensive 
drugs,  a  bottling  room,  etc. 

There  is  also  on  the  second-floor  a  sewing  machine 
room  in  which  about  thirty  girls  will  be  employed  in 
manufacturing  sheets,  pillow-cases,  etc.,  for  the 
army  hospitals.  On  the  first  floor  is  an  analyzing 
department,  elaborately  fitted  up  for  the  testing  of 
all  samples.  The  basement  is  divided  into  apart- 

ments for  the  storing  of  liquors  and  of  cod-liver  oil 
and  castor  oil.  The  room  for  draining  olf  the  liquors 
will,  by  means  of  stcam-i)ipes  passing  tlirough  it,  be 
kept  of  a  constant  temperature,  aiul  has  shelving  for 
the  accommodation  of  12,000  bottles. 
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[Vol.  X. A  one-story  bnilding  in  the  rear  of  the  main  struc- 
ture is  being  extended  in  length  to  abont  60  feet,  and 

is  20  feet  in  depth.  It  is  to  be  used  as  a  carpenter 
and  tinsmith  shop  for  the  establishment.  The  com- 

plement of  employees,  comprising  workmen  and 
chemists,  will  be  about  fifteen  men.  As  fast  as  the 
articles  are  prepared  they  will  be  placed  in  the  build- 

ing at  Sixth  and  Master  streets,  now  occupied  as  an 
army  hospital,  but  which  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
storehouse  for  the  new  laboratory.  The  preparation 
of  drugs  here  will  be  commenced  next  week.  The 
laboratory  is  in  the  charge  of  Surgeon  A.  K.  Smith, 

U.  S.  A.,  formerly  medical  direc'tor  of  transporta- tion. Mr.  J.  M.  Maisch,  Professor  of  Pharmacy,  is 
the  chief  chemist. 
The  manufacture  of  preparations  which  have 

heretofore  been  purchased  by  the  Government,  will 
result  in  a  great  diminution  of  expense.  But  few  of 
the  employees  have  been  chosen,  and  where  practi- 

cable, Surgeon  Smith  will  give  the  preference  to  dis- 
charged soldiers. 

New  Military  Hospital. 
It  is  announced  that  a  new  hospital  for  the  accom- 

modation of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  is  shortly  to 
be  put  up  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York. 

Conscription  Surgeons. 
The  following  Surgeons  have  been  appointed  under 

the  Conscription  Act : 
In  the  first  Congressional  District  of  this  State, 

Dr.  N.  H.  MA.RSELIS  ;  in  the  third,  Dr.  A.  C.  Hart  ; 
in  the  fifth  Dr.  E.  F.  Leake. 

Reinstated. 
In  the  case  of  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  H.  Kodgers 

of  the  11th  Connecticut  regiment,  who  was  reported 
as  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service,  the  Military 
Commission  having  reported  that  a  satisfactory  de- 

fence had  been  made,  he  is  reinstated. 
Death. 

A  letter,  dated  inside  of  the  Fort  at  Washington, 
N.  C,  on  the  10th  instant,  announces  the  death  of 
Dr.  Ware,  Surgeon  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachu- 

setts regiment. 

Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Dr.  G.  E.  B.,  Kansas. — We  have  sent  you  such  information 
as  we  can  obtain,  in  regard  to  alumni  of  medical  colleges  in 
this  city.  Within  a  few  years  past,  two  regular  medical  col- 

leges have  heen  discontinued,  both  of  which  had  alumai  scat- 
tered over  the  country  ;  but  there  are  several  irregular  medi- 

cal colleges  in  this  city,  whose  graduates  undoubtedly  possess 
"Philadelphia  diplomas."  Graduates  of  the  University  of Pennsylvauia,  and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  of  the 
late  Peunsylvauia  Medical  College,  and  the  Philadelphia  Medi- 

cal College  after  its  reorganization  in  1854,  ought  to  be  intelli- 
gent practitioners  of  legitimate  medicine  ;  but  all  "  Philadel- 
phia graduate.-."  did  not  issue  from  those  schools,  which  have given  this  city  her  proud  eminence  in  medical  teaching.  There 

are  several  irregular  schools  here,  who.se  graduates  will  talk 
louder  about  their  having  graduated  in  Philadelphia  than  will 
the  intelligent  alumni  of  her  legitimate  schools. 

MARRIED. 

Hammond — Lawrence. — In  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  April 
l!),  at  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation,  by  Kev.  Beverley  Belts, 
Dr.  John  F.  Hammond,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army,  and  Miss  Caro- line Elizabeth  Lawrence,  of  New  York. 

Smith — Pkck. — On  Wednesday,  April  15,  by  Eev.  Dr.  Tyng. Dr.  Franklin  Smith  and  J>Iis8  Lizzie  Peck,  daughter  of  Charles 
E.  Peck,  Eh'i.    No  cards  issued. 

Sykeh — McCreai^y. —  In  Ascension  Church,  on  Thursday, 
April  It;,  by  liight  Kev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.D.,  Rev.  Charles  L. 
{?ykeH,  of  Pvirhlield  Springs,  and  Lizzie,  second  daughter  of 
Dr.  B.  W.  McCready,  of  New  York. 
Veddek— Ol'twater.— At  Tivoli,  on  Tuesday,  April  14,  by 

P^v.  G.  Lewis  Piatt,  Hector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Dr.  Mans  K. Vedder,  of  Flu.^hing,  L.  I.,  and  Sarah  A.,  only  daughter  of the  late  James  Outwater. 

DIED. 
Booth. —In  Williamstown,  Mass.,  on  Friday,  April  10, Walker  Booth,  M.D.,  aged  65  years. 
Close. — In  Portchester,  N.  Y.,  on  Tuesday  morning,  April 

14,  Dr.  Thomas  Close,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 
Francis.— In  New  York,  on  Saturday,  April  11,  Dr.  Isaac Francis,  in  the  95th  year  of  his  age. 
Haskell.— In  this  city,  on  the  I3th  inst.,  Joseph  H.  Haskell, M.D. 
Malone.— On  the  13th  instant,  John  Malone,  M.D.,  of  this 

city,  late  Surgeon  of  the  71st  Regiment,  P.  V.,  aged  40  years. 
RoBARTS.— March  30th,  Lieutenant  James  Roberts,  aged  21 

years,  of  the  steamer  Switzerland,  Mississippi  River  Marine 
Brigade,  son  of  Dr.  James  Robarts,  of  Illinois,  formerly  of Philadelphia. 
Whistler.— In  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  29th  ult.,  of  con- 

sumption, in  the  24th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Florida  B.,  wife  of 
Dr.  Wm.  McNeill  Whistler,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Ralph  King, of  New  York. 
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Population  in  1860  Thermometer. 
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Mean  Mortality. 
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Under  15  years  
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I. — Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  
Cholera  Morbus  
Croup  Diarrhcea  
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Ery.sipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent  
Fever,  Remittent  
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  
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Hooping-cough  Influenza  
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Small  Pox  
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II. — Sporadic  Diseases, 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  
Consumption  Convulsions  
Dropsy  Gun-shot  Wounds  
Intemperance  Marasmus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever  Scrofula  
Violence  
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NOTICE. 
The    Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila- 

delphia, on  the  second  Wednesday,  10th,  of  June, 
at  11,  A.  M.  J.  H.  Smaltz, J.  M.  Stevenson, 

Recording  Secretaries. 
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Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Rebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Surgeon  in  Chief,  zd  Division,  3d  Corps  D'Annec. 

Wo.  18. 

Camp  Diarrhoea— continued. 
The  prognosis  is  not  unfavorable.  It  is  a  dif- 

ficult and  most  unsatisfactory  disease  to  treat,  yet 
the  number  of  deaths  compared  with  the  number 
of  cases  is  exceedingly  small.  The  vast  majority 
of  cases  yield,  more  or  less  readily,  to  treatment ; 
and  of  those  cases  which  are  bad  and  the  patient 
confin^-d  to  his  bed,  but  a  very  few  cases  termi- 

nate fatally,  unless  complications  ensue.  The  per 
centage  of  deaths  from  pure,  uncomplicated  diar- 

rhoea is  very  low.  During  the  whole  Peninsular 
campaign,  although  I  treated  cases  of  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery  without  number,  I  did  not  have 
one  death  from  the  uncomplicated  disease. 

I  have  said  the  disease  is  a  most  unsatisfactory 
one  to  treat,  and  I  am  sure  every  army  sur- 

geon will  agree  with  me.  You  never  know  when 
your  patient  is  well.  His  dysentery  checked  and 
he  on  duty,  you  are  never  certain  how  long  that 
status  is  to  continue.  The  patient,  after  one  "right 
smart"  attack,  never  can  place  any  reliance  upon 
his  bowels.  The  constant  recurrence  of  these  cases 

at  "sick  call,"  and  the  repetition  day  after  day  of 
the  same  old  story  without  the  slightest  variation, 

can  only  be  fully  appreciated  after  a  year's  trial, 
and  I  question  then  if  the  doctor  who  tries  it 

don't  picture  his  elysium  as  a  place  where  no 
diarrlioea  or  dysentery  is  known,  and  where  every 
one  can  count  confidently  on  solid  evacuations. 

I  have  already  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  tubercular  deposition  in  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  If  phthisis  does  set  in 
the  prognosis  is  most  decidedly  unfavorable. 
The  patient  will  die  within  a  very  few  days ;  the 
course  of  the  disease  will  be  rapid,  and  its  result 
inevitable,  and  beyond  the  skill  of  man  to  pre- 
vent. 

There  is  another  complication  not  as  often  re- 
cognized as  that  just  referred  to,  yet  little  less 

fatal  if  it  is  not.  It  is  an  attack  of  Pernicious 

Fever,  ("Wood,)  or  what  is  ordinarily  known  as 
Congestive  Chills.  Patients,  I  am  convinced,  fre- 

quently die  with  this  complication  without  the 
disease  being  suspected,  and  the  death  is  entered 
in  the  monthly  report  as  "  Colica."  Let  me  detail 
a  few  cases  that  have  come  under  my  immediate 
treatment  or  notice,  premising  that  I  describe 
them  entirely  from  memory,  as  I  have  no  data 
at  hand  to  which  I  can  refer. 

Case  I —Private  Wm.  P.,  Co.  E,  5th  Excelsior, 
had  been  sick  for  some  time  with  Chronie  Dysen- 

tery, but  was  so  far  convalescent  at  Harrison's Landing,  that  he  was  in  his  quarters  and  walking 
around  camp.     One  day  he  fainted  at  the  sink 
and  was  brought  into  the  Regimental  Hospital. 

I     He  was  vomiting,  with  an  expression  of  coun- 
!  tenance  indicative  of  a  state  of  great  depression; 
the  features  were  sunken  and  cadaveric,  and  so 
altered  that  I  hardly  recognized  him ;  the  pulse 

j  was  scarcely  perceptible ;  the  muscles  of  his  lower 
I  extremities  were  in  knots  uith  the  cramp.  He 
declared  he  had  eaten  nothing  but  a  little  toast, 
and  described  himself  as  in  his  ordinary  health 
when  he  was  suddenly  taken  with  vomiting  and 

j  faintness. Friction,  heat,  etc.,  externally,  with  sinapisms 
I  to  the  abdomen  and  calves  of  the  legs,  and  stimu- 
I  lants  freely  given  internally  failed  to  have  any 
effect,  and  he  died  in  a  few  hours.  Circumstances 
precluded  a  post  mortem  examination. 

Case  II.— Private  Oscar  C,  Co.  C,  5th  Excel- 
sior, had  been  troubled  with  a  little  diarrhoea 

while  lying  before  Alexandria  last  fall.  1  was 
I  called  to  see  him  in  his  quarters  with  the  report 
I  that  he  had  been  suddenly  taken  very  ill.  He 
was  well  known  to  me,  yet  I  should  not  have 
recognized  him.  His  features  were  perfectly 
death-like;  pulse  to  be  felt  but  with  difficulty; 
vomiting;  cramps  and  pain,  as  in  the  case  just 
narrated.  I  had  him  carried  to  the  Regimental 
Hospital ;  placed  a  strong  sinapism  on  his  abdo- 

men, directed  frictions  to  liis  legs  and  thighs,  and 
and  gave  him  brandy  and  quinine  without  regard 
to  quantity.  He  rallied  slowly,  but  it  was  not 
until  the  next  day  that  he  began  to  look  like 
himself,  and  when  we  left  him  at  Convalescent 
Camp,  when  we  moved  to  Manassas  in  November, 
although  he  had  been  treated  on  a  tonic  and  in- 

vigorating plan,  he  was  still  very  feeble. 
Cask  III.— Private  Andrew  B.,  wagoner,  Co.  B., 

5th  Excelsior,  was  taken  the  next  day  after  the 
case  above  described,  and  in  precisely  the  same 
way,  and  presenting  the  same  symptoms,  though, 
not  to  so  marked  an  extent.  He  had  a  similar 
treatment,  but  as  he  was  very  intractable  it  was 
difficult  to  get  him  to  take  all  the  stimulants  de» 
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much  better  and  walked  around.  About  ten 
o'clock,  after  a  few  yawns  and  shivers,  the  train 
of  symptoms  re-appeared,  and  under  a  like  treat- 

ment he  again  rallied.  The  succeeding  day  he 
had  a  slight  attack,  but  large  doses  of  quinine 
prevented  the  reappearance  of  the  disease.  Large 
doses  of  quinine  and  a  good  diet  put  the  patient 
on  duty  again  in  a  few  weeks. 

Case  IV.  2d  Excelsior.    The  patient 
was  under  treatment  by  Dr.  You>«'glove,  Assistant 
Surgeon  of  the  Regiment,  for  a  mild  diarrhoea.  A 
few  days  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  he  was 
taken  very  ill  while  in  his  quarters,  and  died  before 
assistance  could  be  rendered  him.  His  comrades 
reported  that  he  vomited  freely  and  complained 
of  cramp  and  pain. 

By  request  of  Dr.  Ash,  Surgeon  of  the  Regiment, 
I  attended  the  post  mortem  examination  several 
hours  after  death.  The  stomach  exhibited  no 
traces  of  inflammation  ;  the  lungs  were  moderately 
congested,  otherwise  there  was  little  evidence  of 
pathological  changes. 

Case  V.— Private  Wm.  M.,  Co.  D,  5th  Excel- 
sior, was  taken  as  were  the  patients  above  de- 

scribed, and  under  a  somewhat  similar  treatment 
by  Dr.  Lodge,  Assistant  Surgeon  5th  Excelsior,  he 
rallied  and  was  convalescing,  when  on  the  four- 

teenth day  after  the  attack  he  was  seized  with 
another  turn.  He  was  again  fortunate  in  sustain- 

ing it,  and  the  libera]  administration  of  quinine 
prevented  a  return  of  the  disease,  and  in  due  time 
he  resumed  his  duties. 

These,  it  seems  to  me,  are  clearly  cases  of  Per- 
nicious Fever.  The  comparatively  trivial  nature 

of  the  illness  previous  to  the  attack,  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  attack,  the  great  and  alarming  prostra- 
tion, the  periodicity  so  clearly  marked  in  two  of 

the  cases,  and  the  recovery  under  the  anti-periodics 
and  stimulants,  seem  to  me  to  indicate  the  nature 
of  the  complication, 

I  know  that  deaths  from  this  complication  are 
seen  in  other  regiments,  and  for  want  of  a  better 
term  are  put  down  as  colic.  The  vomiting  leads 
too  many  to  look  only  to  the  stomach  and  bowels 
and  to  ascribe  the  result  to  something  the  patient 
must  have  eaten,  but  he  will  declare  to  the  con- 

trary, and  an  inspection  of  the  ejecta  proves  his 
truthfulness.  The  patient  is  poisoned  with  mala- 

ria. There  may  be  something  in  the  condition  of 
the  system,  the  result  of  this  diarrhoea,  which 
renders  the  patient  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the 
malariac  poison,  as  f  am  inclined  to  think,  or  it 
may  be  simply  that  he  receives  a  large  dose  of  the 
poison. 

It  is  rot  alone  sufficient  to  stimulate  the  patient. 
We  must  give  quinine  without  regard  to  quantity  ; 
it  is  best  given  when  there  is  clearly  an  intermis- 

sion, but  if  tliere  be  none  the  quinine  must  be 

given  freely,  for  in  that  lies  the  j)atient's  only  pro- 
tection against  a  second  and  most  probably  a  fatal 

attack.  As  far  as  my  experience  goes  the  liability 
to  attack  of  Pernicious  Fever  is  the  complication 
of  Camp  Dysentery,  by  far  the  most  to  be  dreaded, 

I  and  it  is  most  effectually  guarded  against  when 
quinine  is  used  in  the  treatment  of  the  dysentery. 

I  regret  that  the  comparatively  few  death  from 
Camp  Dysentery  that  I  have  seen,  and  the  great 

1  difficulty  that  attended  post  mortem  examinations 
in  the  field,  precluded  my  describing  with  any 
thing  like  accuracy  the  pathological  lesions  of  this 
disease.     In  some   post  mortem  examinations 
recently  made  under  my  direction,  at  the  Division 

!  Hospital  of  this  Division,  by  Drs.  Willing,  of  the 
I  11th  2sew  Jersey,  and  Ridgewat,  of  the  4th  Excel- 
j  sior,  the  large  intestine  was  found  very  extensively 

j  ulcerated,  not  only  the  colon  but  also  the  upper 
I  portion  of  the  rectum.    In  one  or  two  of  the  cases, 
the  meseteric  glands  were  considerably  enlarged. 

A  SELECTION"  OF  KEMAHKABLE  CASES, 
Occurring  in  a  Practice  of  Eighteen  Years. 

By  E.  N.  Chapman,  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Therapeutics,  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Obstetrics  in  the 

Long  Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
(Continued  from  page  356,  vol.  ix.) 
Hydrocephalus  Chronicus. 

A  year  ago  the  last  fall  I  was  called  to  see  an 
infant  a  week  old,  which,  the  day  previous,  was 
seized  with  convulsions.  The  cause  could  not  be 
detected ;  and,  as  the  child  was  well  developed  and 
every  function  seemed  to  be  naturally  performed, 
it  was  presumed  to  be  an  obscure  state  of  irrita- 

bility of  the  nerve  centres  ;  which,  in  so  young  a 
patient,  would  in  all  probability  eventuate  in 
death.  The  convulsions  of  a  light  and  transitory 
character,  only  continuing  a  few  moments,  re- 

curred for  many  weeks,  occasionally  skipping  a 
few  days  ;  though  usually,  they  numbered  from 
five  to  twenty  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  After 
some  little  trial  of  the  usual  remedies,  I  told  the 
parents  the  case  was  hopeless  ;  and  that  it  was  not 
worth  our  while  to  trouble  the  child  with  drugs 
that  could  do  no  good.  Contrary  to  our  expecta- 

tions, the  child  continued  to  live,  notwithstanding, 
there  was  no  amelioration  in  its  symptoms  ;  and  to 
increase  in  size  and  plumpness,  though  its  de- 

velopment was  tardy  and  imperfect.  About  the 
second  month  a  divergence  of  the  eyes  was  very 
noticeable ;  at  four  months  the  head  began  to  en- 

large, when  the  convulsions  became  less  frequent, 
and  eventually  ceased  altogether  ;  at  five  months 
the  fontanels  were  large,  th^  cranial  bones  widely 
separated  at  their  sutures,  at  which  time  the  head 
must  have  contained  nearly  a  pint  of  fluid. 

After  the  period  above  mentioned,  not  having 
seen  the  child  for  ten  days,  I  was  sent  for  again. 
Great  was  my  astonishment  at  finding  the  head 
completely  emptied  of  the  dropsical  effusion ;  the 
bones  loose  and  movable,  and  the  fontanels  and 
spaces,  when  the  sutures  were  separated,  cupped 
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downwards  by  tlie  pressure  of  the  atmospliere. 
The  mother,  and  another  woman  living  in  the 
same  house,  stated,  that  for  the  three  previous 
days,  clear  drops  of  water  trickled  down  from  the 
ears  and  nose,  but  more  especially  from  the  last 
named ;  and  that  at  the  same  time,  the  head 

"began  to  lessen  in  size,  the  soft  parts  to  fall  in  and 
the  bones  to  settle  together. 

Now  also  the  convulsions  returned. 
The  fluid  had  ceased  to  ooze  away,  when  I  saw 

the  patient,  and  none,  as  I  satisfied  myself,  re- 
mained within  the  skull.  I  tried,  with  the  hands, 

what  would  be  the  effect  of  restoring  to  the  brain- 
mass,  as  far  as  possible,  an  equable  pressure  ; 
which  nature,  so  to  speak,  negligently  omitted  to 
do  in  this  remarkable  freak  of  her  surgery  ;  but 
as  this  procedure  excited  continuous  convulsions, 
the  idea  that  I  entertained  of  applying  adhesive 
strops  was  not  carried  out.  The  child  died  the 
following  evening.  No  persuasion  could  induce 
the  parents  to  consent  to  an  autopsy. 
My  colleague,  Dr.  Gtilfillan,  saw  this  case  during 

the  height  of  the  dropsical  distension  of  the  head, 
and  when  after  death  the  fluid  had  disappeared. 

Procidentia  Uteri  during  Gestation.* 

Mrs.  W.,  healthy,  spare  habit,  and  the  mother 
of  three  children,  came  under  my  observation 
during  her  second  confinement.  My  attention  had 
been  called  to  nothing  unusual  in  her  case.  I  saw 
Mrs.  W.  on  the  19th  November,  1849  ;  she  re- 

marked that  her  womb  had  been  down  for  three 
weeks,  with  a  constant  bloody  discharge,  rather 
freer  than  the  menses,  but  natural  in  appearance. 
For  three  weeks  she  had  been  constantly  on  her 
feet  attending  to  her  household  affairs.  During  the 
three  weeks  she  had  made  many  efforts  to  reduce 
the  womb,  which,  from  its  size  and  tenderness, 
were  ineffectual.  I  directed  her  to  keep  her  bed 
till  the  next  morning,  and  in  the  meantime  foment 
the  womb  constantly,  when  I  would  call  again  and 
reduce  it. 

Nov.  20th. — On  examination,  I  found  the  womb 
of  the  size  of  the  two  closed  fists,  completely  ex- 

ternal to  the  body.  My  thumb  and  fingers  could 
meet  above  its  fundus,  external  to  the  vulva, 
having  only  the  inverted  vaginal  walls  and  liga- 

ments of  the  womb  between  them.  When  she 
was  erect,  the  womb  must  have  extended  nearly 
to  her  knees.  At  the  time,  I  supposed  the  en- 

largement of  the  womb  arose  from  its  strangulation 
and  congestion.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  Mrs. 
W.  said  she  had  been  subject,  since  her  first  child 
was  born,  to  an  almost  constant  procidentia  when 
she  was  on  her  feet,  which  she  never  before  had 
found  trouble  in  reducing.    I  effected  the  reduc- 

*  Republished  from  New  York  Journal  of  Jled. 
Kiiukiug's  Abstract,  Lboo. 

1S.54,  and 

tion  without  much  difficulty ;  applied  a  compress 
over  the  vulva,  with  a  T  bandage,  and  directed  her 
to  get  up  after  two  or  three  hours. 

Nov.  21st. — Immediately  on  getting  out  of  bed, 
the  procidentia  occurred  again.  I  directed  her  to 
lie  down,  and  then  foiind  the  womb  more  irritable 
and  larger  than  before.  I  reduced  it  immediately, 
but  with  considerable  difficulty  and  the  exertion 
of  some  force.  She  was  directed  to  keep  the  re- 

cumbent posture  and  use  astringent  injections  ;  a 
putrid  discharge  followed,  and  continued  five  days. 
On  the  4th  of  December  she  felt  life,  fifteen  days 
from  the  first  reduction.  After  this  time  she  was 
allowed  to  get  up,  and  I  discontinued  my  visits 
after  the  8th. 

On  the  15th  of  March  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  W. 
again.  She  said  that  she  had  continued  feeling- 
life  stronger  and  stronger  every  day  since  I  had 
last  seen  her  ;  that  the  womb  had  been  down  many 
times  since  my  last  visit,  but  that  she  had  been 
able  to  put  it  baek  ;  that  now  it  was  down  further 
and  of  greater  size  than  ever  before,  and  that  she 
could  not  reduce  it.  Besides,  she  had  labor-pains 
that  recurred  every  ten  minutes.  I  found  ihe 
fundus  uteri  as  high  as  the  umbilicus  ;  the  neck 
of  the  womb,  external  to  the  genital  fissure,  some- 

thing larger  than  the  two  closed  fists.  Through 
the  OS  uteri  I  could  feel  the  child's  head  resting 
on  the  rami  of  the  ischia  and  ossa  pubis.  As  I 
failed  to  redtice  the  uterus  while  she  lay  in  bed,  I 
directed  her  to  turn  on  her  face,  resting  on  her 

I  knees  and  shoulders,  in  which  position  I  easily 
succeeded.  On  examination,  I  felt  the  os  uteri- 
dilated  to  the  extent  of  a  circle  two  inches  in  dia-r 
meter.  The  pains  gradually  subsided,  and  in  two 
hours  time  the  os  uteri  had  contracted  to  the  size 
of  half  a  dollar. 

On  the  29  th  of  March  she  was  taken  in  labor,- 
and  delivered  of  a  strong,  vigorous  female  child, 
weighing  six  pounds.  She  must  have  been  at  her 
full  terra,  from  the  development  of  the  child's 
head ;  the  posterior  fontanel  was  closed,  and  the 
anterior  was  no  more  open  than  usual.  No  proci- 

dentia occurred  during  the  labor,  but  the  womb 
rested  low  in  the  pelvis.  Mrs.  W.  said  that  the 
womb  had  come  down  every  two  or  three  days 
since  the  reduction  in  November,  and  also  in 
March,  but  that,  by  lying  down,  she  could  ceduce 
it.  Probably  after  the  reduction  in  Noveiuber,  the 
procidentia  was  only  partial.  During  her  whole 
gestation  the  child's  head  undoubtedly  rested  on 
the  perinreum,  as  she  remarked  that  it  always 
seemed  to  her  that  she  sat  on  the  child. 

She  was  delivered  130  days  after  the  reduction 
in  November,  consequently  (allowing  280  days  for 
the  term  of  gestation)  she  was  at  that  time  ad- 

vanced 150  days,  or  21  weeks  and  three  days,  or 
about  five  months.    At  this  time,  it  is  to  be  recol- 
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lected,  when  she  ■was  five  months  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  the  womb  had  been  completely  exter- 

nal to  her  body,  hanging  nearly  to  her  knees  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks  ;  and  during  this  time  she 
continued  about  her  house  every  day,  suffering 
nothing  more  than  the  inconveniences  of  dragging 
pains,  the  discharge,  and  the  obstruction  to  walk- 

ing, from  the  bulk  of  the  womb  and  its  tenderness. 
[To  be  contiutied.] 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital, 
January iS6 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Repcned  by  J.  E.  O-u-ckj,  ̂ ^.  D.,  Re-ideat  Sui^eon. 
Tertiary  Syphilis. 

H  J  .  aged  24  years,  a  Russian  by  birth. 
Ton  see,  gentlemen,  in  this  case,  the  loss  sustained 
by  tertiary  syphilis.  The  entire  external  nose  is 
gone.  The  nasal  bones,  the  nasal  processes  of  the  two 
superior  maxillary  bones,  and  the  turbinated  bones 
have  all  been  destroyed.  The  hard  and  soft  palate, 
the  uvula  and  the  tonsils  remain  uninjured.  So  ex- 

tensive is  the  destruction  of  parts  that  the  roots  of 
the  superior  incisor  teeth  are  exposed.  There  remains 
an  immense  cavity  extending  into  the  mouth.  The 
patient  came  into  the  ward  about  one  month  ago, 
greatly  exhausted  and  emaciated.  Five  years  ago, 
he  had  chancres,  but  no  buboes — nor  has  he  had 
nodes.  There  is  at  present  a  slight  scaly  eruption 
npon  his  body.  The  nose  has  been  in  this  condition 
about  a  year.    There  is  no  alopecia. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  why  the  disease  shotdd  ex- 
plode on  a  certain  set  of  organs,  in  preference  to 

others.    There  is  no  reason,  so  far  as  we  know,  why 
it  should  not  have  attacked  the  uvula,  the  tonsils  and 
the  palate.    Such  effects  are  consequent  upon  the  re- 

mote stage  of  the  disease.    The  patient  came  in  ex-  j 
hausted  from  long  continued  sufieriug.    There  has,  j 
however,  been  a  wonderful  improvement  under  the  ' administration  of  the  following  prescription,  repeated 
every  8  hours : 

I>.  Potass.  lodid.  gr.  x 
Hydrarg.  Bichlorid.  gr.  1-10  I 
Syr.  Simplicis  §  ss.  M. 

In  conjunction  with  this  treatment,  he  takes  qui- 
nine and  iron,  milk  punch,  good  diet,  and  half  a 

grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  at  night,  to  procure 
Bleep.    The  ulcer  is  granulating,  and  everything  is 
in  a  healthy  condition.    If  the  weather  permits  it,  , 
we  will  send  him  out  into  the  open  air.    We  may  be 
able  by  and  by,  to  make  for  the  patient  a  new  nose  :  , 
yet  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  do  this,  on  account  of  \ 
the  loss  of  bone.    This  case,  gentlemen,  shows  in  ' the  first  place,  the  humiliating  ravages  of  this  hor- 

rible disease  ;  and,  in  the  second,  the  astonishing  ef- 
fects of  the  speciOc  treatment. 

March  24th.  The  patient  has  improved  rapidly. 
HiB  appetite  is  good  :  he  has  no  pain  ;  his  skin  is  in 
good  condition  ;  he  sleeps  well. 

Stricture  and  Fistule  of  the  Urethra. 
J  V  ,  aged  30.  On  the  under  portion  of  the 

urethra,  is  observed  a  Bmall,  red  papilla,  which  is 
diagnostic  of  urethral  fistule.  A  contraction  of  the 
vrctba  is  found  near  its  orifice,  in  that  portion  of  the 
tube  which  corresponds  to  the  head  of  the  penis. 
Just  behind  tliis  stricture,  a  ruinous  abscess  is  found 
which  ultimately  produced  a  fistule.  Jn  order  to 
cure  thQ  fistule,  it  is  necessary  to  re-establish  the  con-  i 

tinuity  of  the  canal.  The  stream  of  water  is  the 
size  of  a  small  straw.  The  strictiu-e,  at  the  seat  of 
the  fistule,  having  been  divided,  and  a  catheter 
passed  through  it.  a  second  one  is  encountered  at  the 
membranous  portion  of  the  canal.  The  latter  is 
very  tight  and  exceedingly  callous.  An  attempt  is 
made  to  divide  the  latter,  but  owing  to  the  ineffi- 

ciency of  the  tirethratome,  and  to  the'large  size,  and blunt  point  of  the  catheter,  we  are  obliged  to  post- 
pone further  operation.  These  strictures  were  caused 

1:t  -  -a. 
:  :-i  Another  operation  has  not  yet  been 

■  performed. 

Hypopion. 
J  D  ,  aged  60.    This  is  an  interesting  case. 

The  opaque  deposit,  which  we  see.  appears  to  be  in 
the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye  ;  but  it  is  in  reality 
situated  in  the  substance  of  the  cornea.  It  consti 
tmes  what  is  termed  hypopion.  which  is  an  infiltra- 

tion of  pus,  or  of  pus  and  lymph  in  the  cornea,  the 
result  of  inflammation  of  its  tissues.  The  pa::ent 
has  also  sclerotitis  and  conjunctivitis.  In  such  an 
afiection,  there  is  a  tendency  to  discharge  of  the  pus, 
either  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  or  ex- 

ternally. Should  this  infiltration  encroach  much 
upon  the  iris,  it  must  be  evacuated  by  incision. 
As  the  patient  suflers  much  from  pain  and  loss  of 
sleep,  Dr.  Gross  directed  a  grain  of  morphia  for  him 
at  bed  time,  three  grains  of'quinine  four  times  daily, and  one  grain  of  calomel  every  twelve  hours  :  exclude 
the  light  and  use  cold  or  tepid  water  to  the  part, 
according  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient.  When  the 
disease  is  attended  with  active  inflammation  in  a 
stout,  robust  person,  take  blood  from  the  arm,  and 
by  leeches  from  the  temples  :  but  nsuaUy  depletion 
in  all  its  forms  is  contra-indicated. 

]\Iarch  24th.  The  patient  has  recovered  ;  but  there 
is  still  some  opacity.  He  can  see  out  of  the  affected 
eye,  but  his  vision  is  impaired. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope, 

FOREIGN. 

REVIEW  AK-D  SUMMARY 

Of "Clinical  Studies  upon  Repeated  Evacuations  of 
the  Aqueous  Humor  in  Diseases  oi  the  Eye."  * 

Translated  and  Arranged 
For  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 

Of  Mi^illoi;,  0. 
Preliminary  Eenaarks. 

M.  Sperino  does  not  give  Ophthalmo-oentesis  ns 
a  new  method  ;  he  claims  nothing,  but  the  manner 
of  its  application,  and  the  extent  thereof.  He  gives 
the  following  preliminary  remarks  :  '*  I  use  a  small 
double-edged  knife,  very  slightly  curved  on  the 
blade,  and  presenting  a  longitudinal  projection  upon 
each  of  it*  facets,  which  renders  it  a  little  convex 
transversely,  and  facilitates  the  penetration  of  the 

*  This  is  the  Review  and  Summary  of  a  rolnme  of  494  pages 
by  C.  Speri.vo.  Profe^^or  of  Ophthalmology  in  the  Cnirersity 
oi'  Turin,  edited  by  the  co-operation  of  Ch.  Kkysiond.  assis- tant of  the  Ophthalmological  Clinic,  etc.  It  is  from  the  pen 
of  Do:;tor  VVarloho5T,  in  the  October  number  of  Annaies 
dOcuiUtique,"  1862. 
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mstrument.  The  breadth  is  nearly  three  millimetres. 
This  knife,  the  same  as  used  by  M.  Guerin  for  sub- 

conjunctival strabotomy,  is  introduced  into  the  an- 
terior chamber,  the  concave  surface  forward,  at  a 

point  selected  in  the  circumference  of  the  cornea,  or 
even  encroaching  a  little  upon  the  sclerotica,  at  its 
extreme  limits,  where  it  already  covers  the  cornea.  I 
The  first  time  of  the  operation,  is  not  intended  to 
evacuate  the  aqueous  humor  ;  that  is  much  better 
regulated  with  a  small  button-ended  stylet  of  metal 
or  whalebone.  To  evacuate  the  humor,  the  stylet  is  i 
introduced  in  the  opening,  and  slight  pressure  made 
backward.  The  place  of  election  for  the  puncture 
is  made  near  the  periphery  or  sclerotical  border  of 
the  cornea  so  as  to  leave  no  cicatrix.  The  evacuation 
of  the  aqueous  humor  by  the  same  opening,  can  be 
practiced  in  two  manners,  coujo  sur  coiq),  and  fol- 

lowed by  several  days  of  repose,  or  at  longer  inter- 
vals, and  during  a  very  long  time.  This  is  done  by 

means  of  the  blunt  stylet  introduced  mornings  and 
evenings,  or  several  times  a  day.  A  compress  of  ice 
water  is  applied  to  the  eye,  and  retained  several 
hours  after  each  evacuation.  The  dietetic  system 
need  not  be  changed." 

The  repeated  evacuations  of  the  aqueous  humor, 
exercise  a  powei-ful  influence  upon  the  circulation, 
the  innervation  and  the  nutrition  of  the  eye.  In 
emptying  the  anterior  chamber,  the  internal  pressure 
is  relieved ;  in  repeating  the  evacuations,  an  abun- 

dant secretion  of  the  aqueous  humor  is  provoked, 
and  by  multiplying  the  evacuations,  the  augmented 
secretion  can  be  rendered  almost  continual.  "  As 
the  first  etfects,"  says  the  author,  "  we  have  the  re- 
gularization  of  the  circulation,  and  the  diminution  I 
of  the  congestion  or  inflammation,  whatever  its 
form,  seat  or  intensity.  I  say  regularization,  for  the 
circulation  in  becoming  physiological,  acquires  the 
activity  observed  in  the  circulation  of  all  organs 
consequent  on  the  prolonged  exercises  of  their  func- 
tions." 

These  are  the  considerations  which  have  served  M. 
Sperino  as  points  of  departure  for  the  establishment 
of  his  indications  for  ocular  paracentesis,  where  we 
will  succinctly  follow  him. 

I.  Chronic  Glaucoma. 

MM.  Grjefe  and  Mackenzie  have  reported  ex- 
amples of  cures  nearly  durable,  or  of  the  arrest  of 

chronic  Glaucoma  by  paracentesis  ;  but  they  have 
stopped  with  the  puncture  and  one  evacuation  of  the 
anterior  chamber.  M.  Sperixo  has  instituted  this 
practice,  and  by  it  has  the  most  constant  success. 
As  the  aqueous  humor  evacuates,  the  pupil,  more  or 
less  dilated,  immediately  contracts  and  regains  its 
mobility,  but  soon  relapses  to  the  size  before  the 
operation.  It  is  only  at  the  end  of  a  number  of 
evacuations  that  this  effect  is  of  longer  duration,  and 
finally  altogether  persistent.  At  the  same  time  the 
injection  of  the  deep  vessels  of  the  scloratica  dimin- 

ishes ;  the  globe  becomes  softer,  the  return  of  sen- 
sibility follows.  The  phenomena  most  interesting 

and  also  the  most  important  to  establish,  is  the  very 
manifest  augmentation  of  the  aqueous  humor,  in 
proportion  to  the  repetition  of  the  evacuations,  and 
especially  the  correlation  which  exists  between  this 
superactivity  of  secretion,  and  the  disappearance  of 
the  other  symptoms  of  glaucoma.  This  augmenta- 

tion ordinarily  precedes  a  day  or  two,  the  ameliora- 
tion of  vision,  which  permits  a  sure  prognosis.  At 

the  same  time  the  diameters  of  tlic  anterior  chamber 
regain  little  by  little  their  normal  state.  When  the 
latter  presents  a  tint  slightly  dull  and  dirty,  the  eye 
is  cleared  by  the  evacuations.  Finally  a  complete 
change  of  the  external  bulb  of  the  eye  takes  place, 
restoring  its  vivacity  and  normal  white  color.  The 

deep  parts  of  the  eye  undergo  the  same  amelioration 
as  in  irridectomy.  Sometimes  the  amelioration  of 
sight  is  so  prompt  as  to  be  truly  astonishing  ;  a  sin- 

gle evacuation  sometimes  enables  the  patient  to  realize 
a  sensible  improvement. 

The  evacuations  and  irridectomy  are  followed  by 
analogous  phenomena  ;  only  irridectomy  acts  more 
promptly ;  the  author  combines  the  two  operative 
methods.  In  the  first  period  when  the  patient  yet 
readily  distinguishes  objects  of  medium  size,  the 
evacuations  are  sutficient ;  five  or  six  sittings  for 
evacuations,  coup  sur  coup,  or  rather  one  or  two 
weeks  of  daily  evacuations  procure  ordinary  re- 

lief bordering  nearly  on  a  cure.  If  the  case  is  more 
advanced,  it  is  necessary  to  continue  them  a  longer 
time,  and  frequently  to  suspend  them  after  a  few 
days  to  husband  the  ocular  sensibility,  and  then  re- 

sume them  again.  If  the  glaucoma  has  reached  its 
last  stages,  the  evacuations  no  longer  suffice  ;  we 
commence  with  them  for  several  days,  and  then  irri- 

dectomy is  performed.  When  relief  by  this  opera- 
tion is  not  manifested  ornotsustained,the  evacuations 

are  again  resorted  to.  These  are  sometimes  fruitfully 
applicable  in  cases  of  relapse  after  irridectomy.  It 
is  especially  in  the  most  grave  cases,  when  glaucoma 
is  complete,  that  the  combination  of  the  two  methods 
is  of  evident  efficacy. 

The  author  cites  eighteen  cases  in  which  six  are 
reported  completely  successful,  brought  about  by 
evacuations  alone,  in  cases  more  or  less  grave,  and 
twelve  by  irridectomy  combined  with  evacuations. 
The  latter  always  were  practiced  with  success  when 
irridectomy  had  only  given  negative  or  incomplete 
results.  In  one  case  a  phlegmon  of  the  eye  brought 
about  by  the  imprudences  of  the  patient,  neutralized 
the  result,  up  to  that  time  almost  complete. 

II.  Choroidite  Posterieur ;  Sclero-Choroidite 
posterieur;  Staphyloma  posterieur  ;  Amaurose Glaucomateuse. 

In  these  aflfections  the  choroidea  is  not  in  a  physi- 
ological state ;  it  is  congested,  and  the  congestion 

as  it  extends  is  diminished  towards  the  equator. 
Choioiditis  may  assume  various  forms.  As  to  the 
color  the  choroid  may  present  changes,  according  to 
the  pigmentation,  according  to  the  shade  of  the  con- 

gestion, more  decided  in  one  or  another  order  of  ves- sels. In  all  the  varieties  the  evacuations  have  an 
equally  efficacious  action  ;  in  those  cases  where  gen- 

eral choroiditis  tends  to  produce  atrophy  of  its  ele- 
ments, they  arrest  the  atrophy  of  the  pigment,  and 

choroid.  When  a  mass  of  pigment  is  formed,  we 
do  not  obtain  its  constant,  nor  always  its  complete 
disappearance,  but  it  is  never  augmented  nor  pro- duced from  the  time  of  the  evacuations.  If  the 
aflection  is  far  enough  advanced  to  produce  momen- 

tary obscurity  of  vision,  it  is  seen  immediately  to 
disappear.  Here,  as  in  glaucoma,  we  must  not  limit 
ourselves  to  a  first  treatment ;  the  patient  after  a 
period  of  repose,  ought  to  submit  again  to  the  evac- 

uations, as  long  as  amelioration  is  attained.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  those  attections  are  rarely  the 
result  of  merely  local  lesion,  and  an  appropriate 
general  treatment  ought  to  be  concurrently  estab- 
lished. 

Eighteen  cases  of  cures,  or  of  notable  ameliora- 
tion are  reported  of  the  divers  affections  specified 

at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

III.  Asthenopia  ;  Mydrirasis. 
In  asthenopia  we  ordinarily  observe  the  general 

condition  of  the  organism  predisposed  to  congestion 
of  the  choroidea.  The  vortices  of  the  equator,  and 
especially  the  anterior,  show  themselves  to  the 
ophthalmoscope,  less  dilated,  less  red  after  the  cure, 
from  which  we  may  admit  as  a  cause  of  asthenopia, 
the  compression  by  the  engorged  vessels,  of  the 
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[Vol.  X. nerves  particularly  concerned  with  accommodation. 
Few  evacuations  of  the  aqueous  humor  suffice  for 
the  re-establishment  of  the  dimensions  of  the  ante- 

rior chamber,  the  movement  of  the  iris,  and  to  re- 
move, day  by  day,  the  presbyopia.  They  not 

only  relieve  the  congestion  of  the  retina,  but  also 
yegulate  the  normal  activity  of  the  circulation. 
Ten  cures  are  reported  under  this  class  of  diseases. 

IV.  Hemeralopia. 
The  author  treats  by  this  method,  such  cases  of 

this  affection  as  do  not  yield  readily  to  the  ordinary 
means.  In  the  three  cases  of  cures  that  he  reports, 
congestion  of  the  choroid  had  previously  been  de- tected. 
V.  Disorders  in  the  circulation  of  the  Eetina; 
Retinitis;  Exudations  upon  the  Retina  and 
Choroid. 

This  affection,  isolated  or  combined,  is  nearly  al- 
ways found  with  chroidal  inflammation,  the  treat- 
ment by  evacuations  will  also  be  quite  efficacious. 

The  exudations  on  the  retina  and  choroid  are  rapidly 
absorbed,  as  is  demonstrated  by  annexed  report  of 
six  cases. 
VI.  Detachment  of  the  Retina  ;  Atrophy,  exten- 

sive, grave,  of  the  Choroidea. 
If  the  raising  of  the  retina  is  caused  by  sub-retinal 

haemorrhage,  circumscribed  as  well  as  extensive, 
when  recent,  the  complete  absorption  of  the  extrava- 

sation, and  the  return  of  vision  in  the  raised  part, 
may  be  expected.  If  the  sensibility  of  the  whole 
retina  is  not  extinct,  ordinarily  by  the  first  evacua- 

tion, very  sensible  improvement  of  vision  is  obtained 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  the  congestion  ;  only 
the  intolerance  to  the  operation  often  continues  a 
few  days.  Sometimes  the  tumor  formed  by  the 
raised  retina  is  seen  sensibly  to  diminish  ;  the  field 
of  vision  is  extended,  and  sometimes  along  the  bor- 

ders of  the  raised  part,  sensibility  is  regained.  Here 
it  is  necessary  to  evacuate  only  a  part  of  the  aqueous 
humor,  and  to  suspend  the  procedm-e  on  the  least  in- 

dication of  reaction,  and  double  vigilance  is  de- 
manded. The  general  treatment  must  not  be 

neglected.  The  author  reports  four  cases  notably  re- 
lieved by  his  operations. 

VII.    Opacity  of  the  Vitreous  Body. 
This  alteration,  when  accompanied  with  affection 

of  the  deep  membranes  of  the  eye,  is  not  relieved 
until  the  disappearance  or  sensible  alleviation  of  the 
disorders  of  the  intei-nal  circulation.  Absorption  is 
not  possible  in  an  eye  in  which  the  choroid  and  iris 
are  inflammed,  or  much  congested.  Under  such  cir- 

cumstances, the  patient  sees  better,  more  clearly, 
after  a  few  evacuations,  and  the  more  decided  are 
the  symptoms  of  congestion,  the  more  prompt, 
is  the  relief.  The  signs  of  relief  are  accompanied 
by  tlie  symptoms  that  denote  a  more  normal 
condition  of  tlie  diseased  internal  membranes  ; 
the  reappearance  of  ])hosphhtcK,  return  of  the 
anterior  to  its  normal  dimensions,  etc.,  etc.  It 
is  only  then  that  a  true  change  in  the  vitreous  body 
can  be  detected.  The  extensive  opacities  disappear 
slowly.  When  the  general  oi)acity  lias  interspersed 
through  it  larger,  more  opafjue,  and  conseciuently 
more  obscure  bodies,  wliifh  disappear  latest,  until 
^eyifth  granules  are  seen  floating  in  the  vitreous 
Vody.  The  nearer  they  are  to  the  lens,  the  more 
speedily  th(;y  seem  to  be  absorbed.  When  the  trouble 
of  the  vitreous  humor  is  connected  with  alterations 
yet  cxistintr  in  the  iris  or  ciliary  body,  the  opacities 
are  not  absorbed  until  after  the  disappearance  of 
those  alterations  ;  this  absorption  is  the  more  rapid, 
as  the  atrophy  of  the  vessels  of  the  choroid  toward 

the  equator  of  the  bulb  is  less  decided.  The  age  of 
the  alterations  in  the  vitreous  body,  abstractions 
made  of  the  progress  and  of  the  degree  of  the  malady 
do  not  always  appear  to  cause  any  great  variations 
in  the  action  of  the  evacuations. 

The  precise  duration  of  the  treatment  cannot  be 
fixed  ;  combatting  the  general  causes  must  never  be 
neglected.  When  there  is  at  the  same  time  detachment 
of  the  retina,  it  is  necessary  to  act  with  extreme  pru- 

dence, and  not  empty  each  time  the  anterior  chamber 
wholly,  but  partially ;  the  prolonged  application  of 
iced  compresses,  and  perhaps  also  a  little  compres- 

sion of  the  eye  with  heavy  ice  compresses,  will  guara 
against  accidents.  A  molecular  change,  and  absorp- 

tion of  morbid  products  must  not  be  looked  for  until 
after  the  bulb  has  regained  its  consistence  and  nor- 

mal form  ;  it  is  congestion  that  must  first  be  com- 
batted;  secretion  and  absorption  are  not  modified 
until  later.  Then  the  circulation  is  rendered  active 
by  the  evacuations  and  the  work  of  modification  of 
the  secreted  liquid  is  the  more  speedy  and  complete, 
in  proportion  as  the  circulation  of  the  choroid  has 
been  enabled  to  resume  regularly  its  functions.  The 
vitreous  body  cannot  regain  all  of  its  primitive  char- 

acteristics, but  will  regain  its  quantity  and  trans- 
parency. 

Eleven  cases  minutely  detailed  confirm  the  accu- 
racy of  the  views  expressed  above. 

VIII.  Choroido-Iritis. 
The  evacuation  of  the  aqueous  humor  in  these 

slow  affections,  against  which  the  resources  of  art 
are  ordinarily  powerless,  is  of  incontestible  efficacy, 
especinlly  when  combined  with  irridectomy.  The 
author  illustrates  this  by  the  history  of  eleven  cases, 
which  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  importance  to  be  at- 

tached to  this  energetic  practice. 
[To  be  continued.] 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women 
AND  Children.  By  Gunning  S  Bedford,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics,  in  the  Uni- 

versity of  New  York  ;  author  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.  "  Mediciis  curat  mor- 
bos,  naticra  sanat  Hippocrates.^^  Eighth  edition,  care- 

fully revised  and  enlarged.  Pp.  668.  New  York  : 
William  Wood  &  Co.   1863.    Price,  $3.50. 
The  first  edition  of  this  work  was  published  in 

1855,  since  which  time  there  has  been  a  demand  for 
a  new  edition  every  year.  This  fact  bears  sufficient 
testimony  to  the  popularity  of  the  work,  which  must 
have  unusual  claims  to  merit,  thus  to  continue  in  pub- 

lic favor.  Very  few  authors  have  been  more  fortunate 
than  Dr.  Bedford.  His  books  have  been  well  re- 

ceived by  critics,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  and 
editions  of  the  work  before  us  have  been  published 
in  the  French  and  German  languages. 

The  present  edition,  besides  amendments  and  ad- 
ditions to  the  text,  contains  an  additional  lecture  on 

Carcinoma  of  the  Uterus,  which  we  have  perused 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  which  evinces 
learning,  observation  and  research.  The  author — 
and  he  has  the  support  of  other  writers — attributes  a 
much  greater  fretiuency  to  this  terrible  disease  than 
we  had  supposed  properly  belongs  to  it.  We  doubt 
whether  many  of  our  readers  are  prepared  for  the  as- 

sertion that  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  is  of  much 
greater  frecpiency  than  cancer  of  the  breast ;  yet  such 
it  is  asserted,  is  the  fact.  It  is  but  natural  to  wish 
that  our  author  could  have  thrown  some  light  on  the 
curative  treatment  of  this  sad  disorder. 

The  work  is  well  printed  on  good  paper,  and  is 
issued  in  good  style. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MAT  23,  1863. 

MALIGNANT  SCARLATINA ; 

"  Spotted  Fever." 
It  is  well  known  to  the  profession,  that  under 

certain  circumstances,  ordinary  diseases  appear 
under  forms  that,  to  the  superficial  observer,  gives 
the  idea  that  the  disease  is  a  new  one.  Hence  the 

newspapers,  the  public,  and  some  ignorant  phy- 
sicians, are  ever  and  anon  announcing  the  appear- 

ance of  new  epidemics,  diseases  that  were  never 
heard  of  before,  etc. 

Such  has  recently  been  the  case  in  the  vicinity 
of  Philadelphia,  where  a  few  cases  of  a  malignant 
form  of  scarlet  fever  have  occurred,  causing  great 
and  unnecessary  alarm  in  some  neighborhoods. 

The  intelligent  physician  very  soon  learns  the 
character  of  an  epidemic,  whatever  form  it  may 
wear,  and  adapts  his  remedies  accordingly.  Such 

has  been  the  case  with  respect  to  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  above,  which  have  ̂ appeared  in  the 

neighborhood  of  this  city.  We  have  heard  of  no 

cases  occurring  within  the  thickly  populated  por- 
tions of  the  city. 

The  following  communication  from  Dr.  Elwood 
Harvey,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  will  throw  some  light  on 
the  subject : 

The  existence  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity  of  a 
disease  which  is  characterized  by  petechise  and 
great  fatality,  is  well  known  to  our  profession 
hereabout,  and  to  the  public,  which  has  given  it 
the  name  of  "  Spotted  Fever."  Having  seen  some 
cases  of  it  that  looked  like  malignant  scarlatina,  I 
wrote  to  a  few  physicians  in  places  where  it  was 
prevalent,  to  ask  for  the  results  of  their  observa- 

tions, and  to  inquire  particularly  what  other  epi- 
demic disease,  if  any,  immediately  preceded  or 

accompanied  the  so-called  "new  disease."  In 
response  to  my  inquiries  I  received,  among  several 
others,  the  following  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Dunlap,  of 
Norristown,  which  is  so  full  of  information  that 
I  asked  his  permission  to  make  some  extracts 
from  it  for  publication.  In  his  reply  assenting  to 

the  publication,  he  says:  '*I  had  no  idea  at  the 
time  I  wrote  it  that  it  would  become  public  pro- 

perty, but  I  have  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
withheld  from  the  profession  if  it  would  be  at  all 
acceptable.  I  have  given  you  the  results  of  my 
observations  honestly,  and  if  they  do  not  coincide 
with  those  of  others  more  capable  of  judging  cor- 

rectly, they  may,  at  least,  suggest  a  closer  atten- 
tion to  the  character  of  the  disease  in  question." 

His  letter  is  dated  Norristown,  May  9,  and  in  it 
he  says,  after  admitting  the  existence  there  of  a 
malignant  and  fatal  disorder,  1  ut  doubting  its 
being  a  new  disease:  "Within  the  last  four 
weeks  I  have  had  six  cases  of  the  disease  here 

styled  'Spotted  Fever.'  The  first  was  a  little  girl 
four  years  of  age ;  she  had  a  chill,  complained  of 
some  soreness  of  throat,  and  a  rash  simulating 
that  of  scarlatina  was  indistinctly  visible  on  the 
face  and  back.  At  my  second  visit  I  found  her 
laboring  under  great  prostration,  difficult  respira- 

tion, a  mottled  condition  of  the  whole  surface, 
with  isolated  patches  of  petechise.  I  diagnosed 
congestive  scarlatina,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
use  that  expression,  and  treated  the  case  with 
chlorate  of  potash,  warm  brandy  and  wine-whey 
internally,  and  by  frictions  with  hot  alcohol 
and  the  external  application  of  artificial  heat  in 
blankets,  bottles  of  hot  water,  &c.  She  recovered, 
but  convalescence  was  slow.  For  days  I  gave  her 
HuxHAii's  tincture,  chlorate  of  potash,  and  tinc- 

ture of  iron,  with  a  good  rich  diet.  She  has  now; 
purulent  otorrhoea  and  a  partial  paralysis  of  the left  leg. 

The  second  case  was  a  child  three  years  of  age. 
He  had  the  eruption  of  scarlatina  indistinctly 
spread  over  the  whole  body;  no  other  symptom 
was  present,  and  I  thought  he  would  require  but 
little  medical  attention.  Early  on  the  following 
morning  I  was  sent  for  and  found  the  little  patient 
comatose,  the  surface  cool  with  a  few  petechise. 
He  was  treated  with  stimulating  frictions  and 
warmth  externally,  and  with  blisters  to  the  tem- 

ples. In  a  few  hours  he  recovere  i  from  the 
stupor,  and  as  soon  as  able  to  swallow,  chlorate 
of  potash,  wine-whey  and  warm  brandy  were 
administered,  with  as  much  nutriment  as  he 
would  swallow.  The  little  fellow  is  recovering, 
with  his  hearing  somewhat  impaired.  I  am  firm 
in  the  belief  that  this  was  a  clear  case  of  scarla- 

tina, not  judging  from  the  symptoms  alone,  but 
also  from  the  fact,  that  a  servant  girl  in  the 
family  had,  at  the  same  time,  well-developed 
scarlet  fever,  from  which  she  has  just  recovered." 

Dr.  Dunlap  describes  several  other  cases  which 
he  treated,  and  which  did  not  differ  materially 
from  those  I  have  quoted.  In  conclusion,  he 

says:  "As  you  have  asked  for  my  views  in  re- 
ference to  the  subji'ct,  I  will  honestly  give  you 

them.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  new  disease,  as  . 

you  justly  remark,  vulgarly  called  'spotted  fever,' 
has  been  among  us  ;  but  I  do  believe,  lhat  an 
ugly,  masked  form  of  scarlet  fever  has.  I  know 
of  two  of  our  most  intelligent  physicians  who 
have  been  called  in  consultation  in  cases  termed 

'spotted  fever,'  and  they  both  told  me  they  were 
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[Vol.  X. cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  that  all  tlie  sequelse 
were  identical  with  those  of  scarlet  fever." 

Dr.  George  W.  HoLSXEiif,  of  Bridgeport,  Mont- 
gomery county,  says  :  "A  stimulating  treatment 

has  seemed  to  answer  a  better  purpose  than  any 

other  in  this  disease  styled  'spotted  fever.'  Tur- 
pentine has  been  my  chief  dependence,  given  by 

the  mouth  and  as  an  enema. 
Dr.  J  K.  Reid,  of  Conshohocken,  says  there 

have  been  eight  cases  there,  and  he  has  found  a 
stimulating  treatment  most  useful. 

Here,  in  Chester  and  vicinity,  about  twenty 
cases  have  occurred  in  a  population  of  six  thou- 

sand, C6,000.)  My  first  case  was  clearly  a  case 
of  scarlet  fever.  The  tongue,  throat,  and  eruption 
were  all  so  precisely  like  other  cases  of  that  dis- 

ease, which  was  then  very  prevalent  here,  that  no 
physician,  I  think,  could  be  in  doubt  if  he  saw  the 
case.  There  had  been  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  in 
the  family  about  ten  days  before,  and  the  patient 
had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion.  He  died  in  a 
convulsion ;  and  after  death  suggillations  appeared 
chiefly  in  the  under  part  of  the  body,  to  which  the 
disorganized  blood  was  determined  by  gravity,  and 
about  the  neck  and  breast,  where  the  eruption  of 
scarlatina  had  been  most  developed.  A  few  in- 

cisions through  the  skin  revealed  the  fact,  that 
these  spots  were  caused  by  the  accumulation  of 
uncoagulated  blood.  In  the  absence  of  the  attend- 

ing physician,  I  was  called  to  another  case  which 
died  on  the  day  I  saw  it.  It  was,  I  think,  a  case 
of  scarlatina  ;  and  that  opinion  is  confirmed  by 
the  existence  of  two  plainly  marked  cases  of  that 
disease  in  the  same  family  at  the  same  time. 
There  was  no  eruption  of  scarlatina  visible  when 
I  saw  the  case,  but  the  parents  told  me  there  had 
been,  and  the  livid  spots  appeared  about  the  time 
of  the  child's  decease. 

As  my  purpose  is  not  to  give  you  my  views  in 
relation  to  this  disease  on  any  other  point  than  its 
true  nature.  I  shall  not  detail  the  symptoms  and 
treatment  of  other  cases,  but  will  merely  say,  that 
I  have  seen  nothing  in  any  of  them  to  make  me 
doubt  that  it  is  a  peculiar  form  of  malignant  scar- 
latina. 

THE  HUMAN  WHEEL, 
Its  Spokes  and  Felloes. 

In  the  "Atlantic  Monthly"  for  this  month,  Dr. 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  has  an  elaborate,  and 
well-written  illustrated  article  under  the  above 

title,  in  which  he  enters  somewhat  into  the  physi- 
ology of  walking.  Dr.  Hollies  shows  that  while 

human  ingenuity  has  been  equal  to  making  a 
machine  that  will  speak,  it  has  been  unequal  to 
the  task  of  making  a  walkinj  machine.    In  this 

connection  he  introduces  a  notice  of  the  nearest 

approach  to  such  a  machine  that  has  ever  been 
made — the  artificial  limbs  of  our  townsman  B. 

Fkaxk  Palmer,  Esq.    We  will  let  Dr.  Holmes 
speak  for  himself. 

!     The  starting-point  of  this  paper  was  a  desire  to 
call  attention  to  certain   remarkable  Amekicax 

,  IxvENTioxs,  especially  to  one  class  of  mechanical 
I  contrivances,  which,  at  the  present  time,  assumes 
I  a  vast  importance  and  interests  great  multitudes, 

j  The  limbs  of  our  friends  and  countrymen  are  a 
I  part  of  the  melancholy  harvest  which  War  is 
j  sweeping  down  with  Dahlgren's  mowing-machine 
and  the  patent  reapers  of  Springfield  and  Hartford. 
The  admirable  contrivances  of  an  American  inven- 

tor, prized  as  they  were  in  ordinary  times,  have 
risen  into  the  character  of  great  national  blessings 

!  since  the  necessity  for  them  has  become  so  widely 
felt.    While  the  weapons  have  gone  from  Mr. 
Colt's  armories  have  been  carrying  death  to  friend 
and  foe,  the  beneficent  and  ingenious  inventions 

i  of  Mr.  Palmer  have  been  repairing  the  losses  in- 
flicted by  the  implements  of  war. 

;     It  is  not  two  years  since  the  sight  of  a  person 
who  had  lost  one  of  his  lower  limbs  was  an  infre- 

quent occurrence.    Now,  alas  !  there  are  few  of  us 
who  have  not  a  cripple  among  our  friends,  if  not 
in  our  own  families.  A  mechanical  art  which  pro- 

vided for  an  occasional  and  exceptional  want  has 
become  a  great  and  active  branch  of  industry. 
War  unmakes  legs,  and  human  skill  must  supply 
their  places  as  it  best  may. 

Our  common  idea  of  a  wooden  leg  is  realized  in 
the  "peg"  of  the  Greenwich  pensioner.  This 
humble  contrivance  has  done  excellent  service  in 
its  time,  and  may  serve  a  good  purpose  still  in 
some  cases.  A  plain  working-man,  who  has  out- 

lived his  courting  days  and  need  not  sacrifice  much 
to  personal  appearance,  may  find  an  honest,  old- 
fashioned  wooden  leg,  cheap,  lasting,  requiring  no 
repairs,  the  best  thing  for  his  purpose.  In  higher 
social  positions,  and  at  an  age  when  appearances 
are  realities,  in  the  condition  of  the  Marquis  of 
Anglesea,  for  instance,  it  becomes  important  to 
provide  the  cripple  with  a  limb  which  shall  be 
presentable  in  polite  society,  where  misfortunes  of 
a  certain  obtrusiveness  may  be  pitied,  but  are 
never  tolerated  under  the  chandeliers. 

The  leg  invented  by  Mr.  Pott's,  and  bearing  the 
name  of  the  "  Anglesea  leg,"  was  long  famous, 
and  doubtless  merited  the  reputation  it  acquired 
as  superior  to  its  predecessors.    But  legs  cannot 
remain  stationary  while  the  march  of  improvement 

!  goes  on  around  them,  and  they,  too,  have  moved 
'^onward  with  the  stride  of  progress, 
j     A  boy  of  ten  years  old,  living  in  a  New  Hamp- 
t  shire  village,  had  one  of  his  legs  crushed  so  as  to 
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require  amputation.  The  little  fellow  was  furnished 
with  a  '  *  peg, ' '  and  stumped  around  upon  it  for  ten 
years.  We  can  imagine  what  he  suffered  as  he 
grew  into  adolescence  under  the  cross  of  this  un- 

sightly appendage.  He  was  of  comely  aspect,  tall, 
well-shaped,  with  well-marked,  regular  features. 
But  just  at  the  period  when  personal  graces  are 
most  valued,  when  a  good  presence  is  a  blank 
check  on  the  Bank  of  Fortune,  with  Nature's  sig- 

nature at  the  bottom,  he  found  himself  made 
hideous  by  this  fearful-looking  counterfeit  of  a 
limb.  It  announced  him  at  the  threshold  he 

reached  with  beating  heart  by  a  thump  more  ener- 
getic than  the  palpitation  in  his  breast.  It  iden- 
tified him  as  far  as  the  eye  of  jealousy  could  see 

his  moving  figure.  The  "peg"  became  intolerable, 
and  he  unstrapped  it  and  threw  himself  on  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  crutch. 

But  the  crutch  is  at  best  an  instrument  of  tor- 
ture. It  presses  upon  a  great  bundle  of  nerves ; 

it  distorts  the  figure  ;  it  stamps  a  character  of  its 
own  upon  the  whole  organism  ;  it  is  even  accused 
of  dijitempering  the  mind  itself. 

This  young  man,  whose  name  was  B.  Frank. 
Palmer,  set  himself  at  work  to  contrive  a  limb 
which  should  take  the  place  of  the  one  he  had  lost, 
fulfilling  its  functions  and  counterfeiting  its  aspect 
so  far  as  possible.  The  result  was  the  "Palmer 
leg,"  one  of  the  most  unquestionable  triumphs  of 
American  ingenuity.  Its  victorious  march  has 
been  unimpeded  by  any  serious  obstacle  since  it 
first  stepped  into  public  notice.  The  inventor  was 
first  introduced  by  the  late  Dr.  John  C.  Warren, 
in  1846,  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
which  institution  he  has  for  many  years  supplied 
with  his  artificial  limbs.  He  received  medals  from 
the  American  Institute,  the  Massachusetts  Charit- 

able Association,  and  the  Great  Exhibition  in  New 
York,  and  obtained  an  honorary  mention  from  the 
Royal  Commissioners  of  the  World's  Exhibition 
in  London, — being  the  only  maker  of  legs  so  dis- 

tinguished. These  are  only  a  few  of  fifty  honorary 
awards  he  has  received  at  various  times.  The 
famous  surgeons  of  London,  the  SocUte  de  Chi- 
rurgie  of  Paris,  and  the  most  celebrated  practition- 

ers of  the  United  States  have  given  him  their 
hearty  recommendations.  So  lately  as  last  August, 
that  shrewd  and  skilful  surgeon.  Dr.  Henry  J. 
BiGELOW,  who  is  as  cautious  in  handling  his  epi- 

thets as  he  is  bold  in  using  the  implements  of  his 
art,  strongly  advised  Surgeon-General  Hammond  to 
adopt  the  Palmer  leg,  which,  after  a  dozen  years' 
experience,  he  had  found  none  to  equal.  We  see 
it  announced  that  the  Board  of  Surgeons  appointed 
by  the  Surgeon-General  to  select  the  best  arm  and 
leg  to  be  procured  by  the  Government  for  its  crip- 

pled soldiers  chose  that  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  that 
Dr.  Hammond  approved  their  selection. 

We  have  thought  it  proper  to  show  that  Mr. 
Palmer's  invention  did  not  stand  in  need  of  our 
commendation.  Its  merits,  as  we  have  seen,  are 
conceded  by  the  tribunals  best  fitted  to  judge,  and 
we  are  therefore  justified  in  selecting  it  as  an  illus- 

tration of  American  mechanical  skill. 
Man,  according  to  the  Sphynx,  is  successively 

a  quadruped,  a  bived,  and  a  trip  d.  But  circum- 
stances may  change  his  natural  conditions.  If  he 

loses  a  leg,  he  becomes  a  uniped.  If  he  loses  both 
his  legs,  he  becomes  a  nuUiped.  If  art  replaces 
the  loss  of  one  limb  with  a  factitious  substitute,  he 
becomes  a  ligniped,  or,  if  we  wish  to  be  very  pre- 

cise, a  uniligniped ;  two  wooden  legs  entitle  him  to 
be  called  a  biligniped.  Our  terminology  being 
accepted,  we  are  ready  to  proceed. 

To  make  ourselves  more  familiar  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  invention  we  are  considering,  we  have 

visited  Mr.  Palmer's  establishments  in  Philadel- 
phia and  Boston.  The  distinguished  "  Surgeon- 

Artist"  is  a  man  of  fine  person,  as  we  have  said. 
But  if  he  has  any  personal  vanity,  it  does  not  be- 

tray itself  with  regard  to  that  portion  of  his  organ- 
ism which  Nature  furnished  him.  There  is  some 

reason  to  think  that  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  little 
ashamed  of  the  lower  limb  which  he  brought  into 
the  world  with  him.  At  least,  if  he  follows  the 
common  rule  and  puts  that  which  he  considers 
his  best  foot  foremost,  he  evidently  awards  the 
preference  to  that  which  was  born  of  his  brain 
over  the  one  which  he  owes  to  his  mother.  He 
walks  as  well  as  many  do  who  have  their  natural 
limbs,  though  not  so  well  as  some  of  his  own  pa- 

tients. He  puts  his  vegetable  leg  through  many 
of  the  movements  which  would  seem  to  demand 
the  contractile  animal  fibre.  He  goes  up  and  down 
stairs  with  very  tolerable  ease  and  dispatch.  Only 
when  he  comes  to  stand  upon  the  human  limb,  we 
begin  to  find  that  it  is  not  in  all  respect  equal  to 
the  divine  one.  For  a  certain  number  of  seconds 
he  can  poise  himself  upon  it ;  but  Mr.  Palmer,  if 
he  indulges  in  verse,  would  hardly  fill  the  Hora- 
tian  complement  of  lines  in  that  attitude.  In  his 
anteroom  were  unipeds  in  different  stages  of  their 
second  learning  to  walk  as  lignipeds.  At  first 
they  move  with  a  good  deal  of  awkwardness,  but 
gradually  the  wooden  limb  seems  to  become,  as  it 
were,  penetrated  by  the  nerves,  and  the  intelli- 

gence to  run  downwards  until  it  reaches  the  last 
joint  of  the  member. 

The  n  illow,  which  furnishes  the  charcoal  for  the 
gunpowder  that  blows  off  limbs,  is  the  wood  chosen 
to  supply  the  loss  it  has  helped  to  occasion.  It  is 
light,  strong,  does  not  warp  or  "check"  so  much 
as  many  other  woods,  and  is,  as  the  workmen 
say,  healthy,  that  is,  not  irritating  to  the  parts 
with  which  it  is  in  contact.  Wliether  the  salicine 
it  may  contain  enters  the  pores  and  invigorates 
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the  system  may  be  a  question  for  those  who  re- 

member the  drugs  in  the  Sultan's  bat-handle  and 
the  remarkable  cure  they  wrought.  This  wood 
is  kept  in  a  dry-house  with  as  much  care  as  that 
intended  for  the  manufacture  of  pianos.  It  is 
thoroughly  steamed  also,  before  using. 

The  wood  comes  in  rudely  shaped  blocks,  as 
lasts  are  sent  to  the  factory,  seeming  to  have  been 
coarsely  hewed  out  of  the  log.  The  shaping,  as  we 
found  to  our  surprise,  is  all  done  by  hand.  We 
had  expected  to  see  great  lathes,  worked  by  steam 
power,  taking  in  a  rough  stick  and  turning  out  a 
finished  limb.  But  it  is  shaped  very  much  as  a 
sculptor  finishes  his  marble,  with  an  eye  to  artis- 

tic effect, — not  so  much  in  the  view  of  the  stranger, 
who  does  not  look  upon  its  naked  loveliness,  as  in 
that  of  the  wearer,  who  is  seduced  by  its  harmo- 

nious outlines  into  its  purchase,  and  solaced  with 
the  consciousness  that  he  carries  so  much  beauty 
and  symmetry  about  with  him.  The  hollowing 
out  of  the  interior  is  done  by  wicked-looking  blades 
and  scoops  at  the  end  of  long  stems,  suggesting 
the  thought  of  dentists'  instruments  as  they  might 
have  been  in  the  days  of  the  giants.  The  joints 
are  most  carefully  made,  more  particularly  at  the 
knee,  where  a  strong  bolt  of  steel  passes  through 
the  solid  wood.  Windows,  oblong  openings,  are 
left  in  the  sides  of  the  limb,  to  insure  a  good  sup- 

ply of  air  to  the  extremity  of  the  mutilated  limb. 
Many  persons  are  not  aware  that  all  parts  of  the 
surface  breathe  just  as  the  lungs  breathe,  exhaling 
carbonic  acid  as  well  as  water,  and  taking  in  more 
or  less  oxygen. 

One  of  the  workmen,  a  pleasant-looking  young 
fellow,  was  himself,  we  were  told,  a  ligniped.  We 
begged  him  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  his  walking. 
He  arose  and  walked  rather  slowly  across  the 
room  and  back.  "  Once  more,"  we  said,  not  feel- 

ing quite  sure  which  was  Nature's  leg  and  which 
Mr.  Palmer's.  So  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
room  again,  until  we  had  satisfied  ourselves  which 
was  the  leg  of  willow  and  which  that  of  flesh  and 
bone.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  to  the  credit  of  our  eyes 
or  observing  powers,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  we  de- 

liberately selected  tlie  wrong  leg.  No  victim  of  the 
thimble-rigger's  trickery  was  ever  more  completely 
taken  in  than  we  were  by  the  contrivance  of  the 
ingenious  Surgeon  Artist. 

Our  freely  expressed  admiration  led  to  the  tell- 
ing of  wonderful  stories  about  the  doings  of  per- 

sons with  artificial  legs.  One  individual  was  men- 
tioned who  ska/ed  particularly  well ;  another  who 

danced  with  zeal  and  perseverance ;  and  a  third 
who  must  needs  swim  in  his  leg,  which  brought  on 
a  dropsical  afff^ction  of  the  limb, — to  which  kind 
of  complaint  the  willow  has,  of  course,  a  constitu- 

tional tf-ndency, — and  for  whicli  it  had  to  come  to 
the  infirmary  where  the  diseases  that  wood  is  heir 
to  are  treated. 

But  the  most  wonderful  monuments  of  the  great 
restorer's  skill  are  the  patients  who  have  lost  both 
legs — nuUipeds,  as  presented  to  Mr.  Palmer,  bilig- 
nipeds,  as  they  walk  forth  again  before  the  ad- 

miring world,  balanced  upon  their  two  new-born 
members.  We  have  before  us  delineations  of  six 
of  these  hybrids  between  the  animal  and  the 
vegetable  world.  One  of  them  was  employed  at 
a  railway  station  near  this  fAtlanticj  city,  where 
he  was  often  seen  by  a  member  of  our  own  house- 

hold, whose  testimony  we  are  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sidering superior  in  veracity  to  the  naked  truth 

as  commonly  delivered.  He  walked  about,  we  are 
assured,  a  little  slowly  and  stiffly,  but  in  a  way 
that  hardly  attracted  attention. 

The  inventor  of  the  leg  has  not  been  contented 
to  stop  there.  He  has  worked  for  years  upon  the 
construction  of  an  artificial  arm,  and  has  at  length 
succeeded  in  arranging  a  mechanism,  which,  if  it 
cannot  serve  a  pianist  or  violinist,  is  yet  equal  to 
holding  the  reins  in  driving,  re«eiving  fees  for 
professional  services,  and  similar  easy  labors. 
Where  Mr.  Palmer  means  to  stop  in  supplying 

bodily  losses  it  would  be  premature  to  say.*  We 
suppose  the  accidents  happening  occasionally 
from  the  use  of  the  guillotine  are  beyond  his 
skill,  and  spare  our  readers  the  lively  remark 
suggested  by  the  contrary  hypothesis. 

It  is  one  of  the  signs  of  our  advancing  American 
civilization,  that  the  arts  which  preserve  and  re- 

store the  personal  advantages  necessary  or  favor- 
able to  cultivated  social  life  should  have  reached 

such  perfection  among  us.     American  dentists 
have  achieved  a  reputation  which  has  sent  them 
into  the  palaces  of  Europe  to  open  the  mouths  of 
sovereigns  and  princes  as  freely  as  the  jockeys 
look  into  those  of  horses  and  colts.    Bad  teeth, 
too  common  among  us,  help  to  breed  good  den- 

tists, no  doubt ;  but  besides  this,  there  is  an  abso- 
lute demand  for  a  certain  comeliness  of  person 

throughout  all  the  decent  classes  of  society.  It 
is  the  same  standard  of  propriety  in  appearances 
which  lays  us  open  to  the  reproach  of  caring  too 
much  for  dress.     If  the  national  ear  for  music  is  ̂ 
not  so  acute  as  that  of  some  other  peoples,  the 
national  eye  for  the  harmonies  of  form  and  color 
is  better  than  we  often  find  in  older  communities. 
We  have  a  right  to  claim  that  our  sculptors  and 
painters  prove  so  much  as  this  for  us.  American 
taste  was  olfended,  outraged,  by  the  odious  "peg" 
which  the  Old- World  soldier  or  beggar  was  proud 
to  show.    We  owe  the  well-shaped,  intelligent, 
docile  limb,  the  half-reasoning  willow  of  Mr. 
Palaier,  to  the  same  sense  of  beauty  and  fitness 
which  moulded  the  soft  outlines  of  the  Indian 
Girl  and  the  White  Captive  in  the  studio  of  his 
name-sake  at  Albany. 
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Notes  and  Comments. 

Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
We  trust  there  will  be  a  full  representation  fiom 

all  the  counties  at  the  meeting  of  this  Society,  in 
this  city,  on  10th  of  June.  Preparation  will  be 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  a 
suitable  reception  of  delegates. 

The  list  of  those  elected  to  represent  the  Phila- 
delphia Counti/  Medical  Society  will  be  found  in 

another  column. 

District  Medical  Society  for  the  County  of 
Essex,  New  Jersey. 

The  District  Medical  Society  for  the  County  of 
Essex  met  on  Monday,  May  4,  at  the  Park  House, 

Orange,  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  There  were  twenty- 
eight  members  present.  Dr.  Stephen  Wickes, 
President.  He  read  a  highly  interesting  paper  on 
the  subject  of  ''The  Medical  Man,  his  History  and 
Relations."  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  by 
the  Society  to  Dr.  Wickes,  and  he  was  requested 
to  publish  it  in  some  of  the  Medical  Journals. 
Drs.  Robert  Rusket,  and  George  W.  Stigkney 
were  elected  members  of  the  Society.  Drs.  I.  A. 
Nichols  and  Milton  Baldwin  were  then  chosen 
Censors,  to  supply  the  places  of  those  absent  at 
the  seat  of  war. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  Dr.  W.  M.  Brown,  President,  ;  Wm. 

PiERSON,  Jr.,  Vice  President;  P.  L.  Dodd,  Secre- 
tary ;  E.  P.  Nichols,  Treasurer. 

Delegates  to  the  State  Society — Drs.  M.  Crane, 
J.  A.  Cross,  P.  L.  Dodd,  Christopher  Eyrich. 

Alternates — Drs.  A.  M.  Mills,  R.  A.  Osborne,  E. 
P.  Nichols,  I.  A.  Nichols. 

Drs.  Brown  and  Personet  were  chosen  delegates 
to  the  National  Medical  Convention,  which  meets 
this  year  at  Chicago,  with  the  power  to  fill  vacan- 

cies. Drs.  Dougherty,  Grant,  Wooduull,  and 
Selden,  were  chosen  Essayists. 

The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Newark. 

Meteorological  and  Hygrometrical  Reports. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Benjamin  J.  Leedom, 

Esq.,  of  Blulfdale,  near  Germantown,  we  shall  be 
able  to  publish  weekly,  a  complete  meteorological 
and  hygrometrical  table  of  observations  taken  in 
Philadelphia.  This  will  exhibit  the  state  of  the 
thermometer  at  three  different  hours  of  the  day, 
and  the  lowest  temperature  during  the  night ;  the 
height  of  the  barometer  will  be  given  daily  ;  a 
statement  will  be  made  of  the  direction  of  the 
wind ;  and  the  amount  of  rain,  which  falls  during 
the  twenty-four  hours  will  be  recorded.  This  will 
be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  vital  statistic  tables, 
which  we  are  anxious  to  make  useful  to  physi- 

cians, and  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Correspondence, 
FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  W.  N.  COTE,  M.  D. 
Geneva,  y^z?.  3,  1863. 

Thallium. 

Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — It  appears, 
from  a  second  communication  of  M.  Lamy  on  the 
subject  of  thallium,  that  if  the  discoverer,  Mr. 
Crookes,  at  first  discovered  it  to  be  a  non-metallic 
substance,  he  was  not  far  wrong.  At  least  Mr. 
Lamy  finds  it  wanting  in  one  of  the  chief  properties 
of  metals,  viz. :  The  power  of  conducting  electricity 

and  heat,  since  the  eff"ects  of  induction  developed  in 
the  metal  are  of  but  slight  intensity  when  the  circuit 
of  the  pole  is  successively  closed  and  broken.  Thal- 

lium and  its  compounds  are  dia-magnetic,  and  its 
density  is  enormous,  being  11.862  or  0.5  more  than 
lead.  Its  specific  heat  is  0.0325  ;  its  chemical  equiv- 

alent 204.  The  aqueous  solutions  of  its  salts  are  not 
precipitated  either  by  alkalies  or  alkaline  carbon- 

ates, or  by  the  yellow  and  red  ferro-cyanides  of  pot- 
ash. But  hydrochloric  acid  produces  an  all  but 

insoluble  white  precipitate,  which  is  a  protochlo- 
ride.  Iodide  of  potassium,  chloride  of  platinum, 
and  chromate  of  potash,  yield  yellow  and  insoluble 
precipitates.  Zinc  precipitates  thallium  from  its  so- 

lutions, especially  from  that  of  the  sulphate,  in  bril- 
liant laminae  variously  ramified.  Thallium  combines 

with  oxygen  in  two  diff'erent  proportions.  The  pro- 
toxide is  soluble  in  water,  to  which  it  imparts  alka- 

line and  caustic  properties.  It  is  yellow  if  hydrated, 
and  black  in  the  contrary  case.  If  heated  in  con- 

centrated alcohol,  a  part  of  it  is  dissolved  and  a 
curious  compound  formed,  called  thallic  alcohol,  by 
M.  Lamy.  It  is  a  limpid  oil,  possessing  great  re- 

fractive power  and  a  caustic  taste.  Its  density  is 
3.50.  The  black  peroxide  is  obtained  by  burning 
thallium  in  oxygen.  It  is  composed  of  one  equiva- 

lent of  the  metal  and  three  of  oxygen.  It  is  insolu- 
ble and  melts  at  a  bright  red  heat,  losing  some  of  its 

oxygen.  The  carbonate  of  thallium  is  soluble  in 
water,  and  crystalizes  in  long  prismatic  needles  of  a 
greyish  yellow.  The  nitrate  is  the  most  soluble  salt 
of  this  metal.  There  are  three  chlorides  and  one 
sesquichloride,  crystalizing  in  tine,  yellow,  hexagonal 
plates.    Its  density  is  5.90. 

Tumors  of  the  Brain. 

M.  Flourens,  in  a  recent  article,  discusses  the 
possibility  of  healing  tumors  of  the  brain.  From 
his  experiments  effected  in  1S32,  it  appears  that 
either  the  whole  brain,  or  only  one  of  its  lobes  may 
be  abstracted  without  causiug  the  death  of  the  sub- 

ject, which,  in  all  the  cases  alluded  to,  recovered 
completely.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  cerebel- 

lum. In  every  mutilation  of  the  brain  a  hard  and 
yellow  substance  is  formed,  which  constitutes  the 
scar.  Abscesses  may  be  artificially  produced  in  the 
brain  by  introducing  a  leaden  ball  or  any  other  ex- 

traneous substance  into  it ;  pus  is  then  formed  within 
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the  first  ten  or  twelve  hours,  but  no  hemorrhage 
takes  place,  nor  is  there  subsequently  any  formation 
of  the  scar  producing  the  substance  just  mentioned. 

The  Seat  of  the  Soul. 
M.  Flourens  now  proceeds  to  examine  the  old 

question  of  the  seat  of  the  soul,  which,  he  contends, 
miist  exist  in  the  brain  ;  but  in  what  part  of  it  ? 
Descartes  placed  it  in  the  pineal  gland  ;  Lapeyro- 
KiE,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  corpus  callosum  ;  Willis, 
in  the  corpora  striata ;  and  Vibussens  in  the  centrum 
ovale.  Lapetronie  showed  that  it  could  not  exist  in 
the  pineal  gland,  because  the  latter  was  often  found 
ossified  or  petrified ;  nor  in  the  corpora  striata,  be- 

cause they  had  been  found  destroyed  without  there 
being  any  disturbance  of  the  reasoning  faculties. 
Now,  M.  Flourens  observes  that  the  corpus  callo- 

sum is  but  a  kind  of  junction,  and  is  wanting  in 
many  mammalia,  and  that  Lapetronie  was  not 
aware  of  the  fact  that  a  single  lobe  is  sufiicient  for 
the  complete  exercise  of  the  intellectual  faculties. 
It  is  idle  to  seek  out  a  particular  part  of  the  frame 
as  the  seat  of  the  soul,  since  all  these  delicate  parts 
which  constitute  it,  such  as  the  cornu  ammonis,  the 
hippocamjnis  minor,  the  corpora  flmbriata,  etc.,  all 
contribute  their  share  to  the  vitality  of  the  intellec- 

tual functions. 
Porcelain  Sonde. 

Professor  Nelaton,  in  a  late  clinical  lecture,  made 
some  interesting  observations  on  the  case  of  General 
Garibaldi,  with  reference  to  the  methods  he  had 
adopted  to  set  at  rest  the  question  so  long  agitated 
as  to  the  presence  of  the  projectile  which  had  in- 

flicted the  wound.  M.  Nelaton,  on  his  first  visit, 
had  fully  convinced  himself  that  the  ball  was  still  in 
the  wound,  and  also  at  what  distance  from  the  sur- 

face. Percussion  with  an  exploring  instrument  gave 
out  a  dull,  heavy  sound,  which  would  not  have  been 
produced  had  the  body  been  simply  a  necrosed  por- 

tion of  bone.  On  returning  to  Paris,  M.  Nelaton, 
however,  looked  for  some  means  of  equally  convinc- 

ing others.  He  contrived  a  sonde  with  a  roughened 
extremity,  like  a  file,  which,  by  a  slight  rotatory 
movement,  would  be  capable  of  removing  some  par- 

ticles of  the  body  it  came  in  contact  with.  This 
contrivance  was,  however,  supei'seded  by  another. 
It  consisted  of  a  sonde,  with  its  termination  in  a 
small,  olive-shaped  body,  made  of  white,  unvar- 

nished porcelain,  and  capable  of  receiving  a  stain 
from  a  metallic  body  like  lead,  which  would  not 
be  easily  effaced.  This  instrument  was  forwarded  to 
M.  Zanetti,  and  it  was  in  that  way  that  the  profes- 

sor and  his  colleagues  fully  convinced  themselves 
that  M.  Nelaton's  opinion  was  well  founded,  and 
by  adopting  the  method  which  that  gentleman  had 
proposed  of  gradually  dilating  the  opening  of  the 
wound,  they  have  at  last  happily  succeeded  in  re- 

moving the  projectile. 
Chemical  Phenomena  of  Breathing. 

The  study  of  the  chemical  phenomena  resulting 
from  the  act  of  breathing  has  claimed  the  attention  of 
many  celebrated  pliilosophcrs,  but  one  of  the  chief 
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arriving  at  a  satisfactory  result,  has  been  the  diflS- 
culty  of  placing  the  subject,  whether  a  man  or  an 
animal,  in  a  condition  of  every-day  life  while  the  ex- 

periment was  in  progress — a  desideratum,  but  im- 
perfectly attained  by  confining  the  subject  in  a  small 

room  without  any  accurate  means  either  of  renew- 
ing the  air  in  a  given  proportion,  or  of  letting  out  a 

part  of  it.  Through  the  munificence  of  the  King  of 
Bavaria,  Dr.  Max  Pettenkofer,  of  Munich,  has  at 
length  been  enabled  to  construct  an  apparatus  offer- 

ing every  desirable  facility  for  the  purpose  in  view. 
It  consists  of  a  room  containing  a  space  of  36.7 
cubic  feet ;  its  height,  length,  and  breadth  are  the 
same,  and  it  may  be  conveniently  furnished  with  a 
bed  and  table,  a  space  being  still  left  to  walk  about 
in.  The  air  is  renewed  by  means  of  a  ventilator, 
and  its  quantity  measured  by  means  of  an  improved 
gas  meter.  It  is  not  alloAved  to  rush  in  so  as  to  pro- 

duce an  inconvenient  draught,  but  is  let  in  gradually, 
at  the  rate  of  eight-thousandths  of  one  cubic  metre 
per  second,  which  amounts  to  forty-five  cubic  feet 
per  hour.  But  Dr.  Pettenkofer  may  introduce  five 
times  that  quantity,  viz.:  208  ten-thousandths  per 
second,  without  creating  a  draught.  Some  of  the 
results  obtained  by  the  Doctor,  through  the  aid  of  his 
apparatus,  are  valuable  in  a  hygienic  point  of  view. 
He  shows,  for  instance,  that  the  proportion  of  car- 

bonic acid  which,  in  the  open  air,  amounts  to  6  ten- 
thousandths,  may,  by  respiration  in  a  confined  atmos- 

phere, attain  one-thousandth  before  producing  a  dis- 
agreeable sensation.  Nor  is  it  exclusively  to  carbonic 

acid  the  sense  of  oppression  we  feel  in  a  confined 
room  should  be  attributed,  for  we  can  breathe  very 
well  in  an  atmosphere  containing  as  much  as  a  hun- 

dredth part  of  carbonic  acid  chemically  produced, 
while  the  same  quantity  produced  by  respiration  will 
poison  the  air  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  it  almost 
insupportable ;  indeed,  the  most  fetid  poisons  scarcely 
contain  such  a  proportion  of  it.  Admitting  that  the 
average  volume  of  air  introduced  into  the  lungs  by 
inspiration  to  be  five  quai'ts  per  minute  in  an  adult, 
the  average  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  ejected  by  ex- 

halation is  23-hundredths  of  a  quart  per  minute,  or 
nearly  fourteen  quarts  per  hour.  Admitting  that 
this  carbonic  acid  only  represents  two-thirds  of  the 
oxygen  consumed,  and  the  other  third  to  have  been 
employed  in  producing  water  and  other  oxygenized 
compounds,  there  would  be  a  diminution  of  6.9 
quarts  per  hour  in  the  volume  of  air  inhaled  com- 

pared to  that  of  the  air  exhaled.  Dr.  Pettenkofer, 
besides  measuring  the  air  of  his  apparatus  with  pre- 

cision, is  enabled  to  charge  it  with  any  proportion  of 
carbonic  acid  by  a  new  process,  in  which  he  uses  a 
solution  of  barytes,  and  the  proportion  of  aqueous 
vapor  he  introduced  is  measured  by  the  absorbing 
quality  of  sulphuric  acid.  To  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  atmosphere  which  fills  his  apparatus,  he  burns 
a  given  quantity  of  stearine  in  it,  and  then  measures 
the  carbonic  acid  produced.  In  one  of  his  experi- 

ments he  has  ascertained  that  in  a  state  of  inanition 
a  man  will  exhale  six  hundred  and  twenty  grammes 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
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of  carbonic  acid  in  twenty-fonr  hours,  while  the 
same  subject,  fed  with  succulent  dishes,  exhales 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  grammes  of  the  same. 

(To  be  continued.) 

DOMESTIC. 

DEAF  DUMBNESS, 

Caused  by  the  Explosion  of  a  Shell. 
.  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Editor  Med.  a^'d  Sukg.  Reporter  .-—During  the 
battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  while  the  Sixth  Ver- 

mont were  actively  engaged,  the  enemy  commenced 
throwing  shell  from  their  heavy  guns,  a  number  of 
which  fell  in  and  about  this  regiment.  A  ten-inch  shell  j 
fell  and  exploded  about  ten  feet  in  the  rear  of  private  j 
W.  C.  G.,  Co.  A,  tearing  his  knapsack  and  clothing  i 
from  his  person  and  giving  him  a  severe  shock,  ! 
•which,  he  says,  caused  him  to  experience  a  sensation 
of  sinking  into  the  earth.  He  then  lost  all  power 
and  consciousness.  This  condition  lasted  but  a  short 
time,  and  when  consciousness  returned  he  was  una- 

ble to  speak  or  hear.  The  injury  was  received  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1862.  The  patient  was  immedi- 

ately sent  to  Harrison's  Landing,  and  shortly  after 
transferred  to  this  hospital.  The  surgeon  to  whose 
care  he  was  committed,  supposed  the  diflBculty  to 
depend  upon  an  elfusion  in  the  fourth  ventricle,  at 
the  point  of  the  deep  origin  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal 
and  auditory  nerves,  they  being  the  ones  whose  func- 

tions were  specially  affected.  He  was  put  upon  a 
depletory  and  revulsive  treatment,  and  about  seven 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  by  cups  from  the  nucha, 
after  which  a  large  blister  was  applied  to  the  same 
place  ;  this  was  accompanied  with  cold  applications 
to  the  head,  in  conjunction  with  which  free  catharsis 
was  induced  and  kept  up  for  ten  days ;  there  was, 
however,  no  benefit  derived  from  this  course.  A 
question  now  arose  as  to  the  propriety  of  general 
blood-letting,  but,  upon  consideration,  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable,  the  case  now  having  assumed  the 
chronic  form.  An  alterative  course  was  instituted, 
and  he  was  placed  upon  minute  doses  of  blue  mass 
until  there  was  slight  ptyalism,  when  it  was  sus- 

pended until  the  effects  had,  in  some  degree,  passed 
off,  and  again  continued  until  there  was  a  repetition 
of  the  same  sequelte. 

All  this  time  the  patient  was  retrograding,  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  sustain  his  strength.  He  was 
therefore  placed  upon  quinine  and  iron,  and  began 
slowly  to  improve,  so  far  as  his  general  health  was 
concerned,  but  no  change  in  regard  to  the  primary 
symptoms  was  observable.  It  was  now  deemed  ad- 

visable to  give  electricity  a  trial,  which  was  accord- 
ingly applied,  but  it  caused  the  patient  so  much  pain 

that  we  were  obliged  to  discontinue  it ;  indeed,  I 
think  that  he  did  not  seem  so  well  for  some  time 
after  its  application.  Symptoms  of  softening  of  the 
brain  now  began  to  be  developed.  On  or  about  the 
10th  of  December,  I  noticed  that  he  had  not  full 
power  of  the  left  leg,  the  face  became  somewhat  dis- 

torted, and  about  the  12th  of  the  same  month  he  was 
seized  with  a  convulsion,  lasting  for  thirty  minutes, 
leaving  him  in  a  state  of  stupor,  from  which  he 
would  start  at  short  intervals,  uttering  a  few  inco- 

herent sounds.  Upon  examination  on  the  following 
day,  I  found  his  mind  to  be  perfectly  clear,  though 
he  had  no  recollection  of  the  events  of  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours.  I  also  found  that  the  act  of  pro- 

truding the  tongue  was  attended  with  great  difficulty  ; 
and  when  protruded,  it  was  in  a  marked  degree  drawn 
to  the  right  side.  At  times  he  seems  to  be  improv- 

ing, and  even  progresses  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  utter 
a  few  gutteral  sounds,  when,  suddenly,  all  the  symp- 

toms return,  each  attack  being  more  violent,  and 
leaving  him  worse  than  before.  Lately  he  complains 
of  severe  pain  in  the  head,  which  he  describes  as 
growing  worse  daily.  His  strength  is  fast  failing, 
and  he  occupies  his  bed  most  of  the  time.  At  pre- 

sent, his  only  treatment  consists  of  mild  laxatives, 
tonics,  and  good  diet.  He  has  been  recommended 
for  discharge,  and  will  be  but  a  short  time  under  our 
care.  A  change  of  air,  scenery,  and  circumstances 
may  benefit  him,  and  even  prolong  his  life,  but  I 
have  little  doubt  that  his  disease  will,  in  a  short 
time,  terminate  fatally. 

J.  A.,  M.  D. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
Matter  from  the  Cow  Unsatisfactory. 

Terrytown,  Pa.,  ̂ pri'y  1863. 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — The  small 

pox  has  been  prevalent  in  several  places,  in  this 
county,  for  six  months  past,  and  cases  are  still 
occurring.  It  is  generally  of  the  distinct  kind,  and 
has  rarely  proved  fatal.  Vaccination  has  been  prac- 

ticed to  a  considerable  extent,  but  much  of  the  mat- 
ter has  been  spurious.  In  December  last,  I  inocu- 

lated the  bag  of  a  cow  and  obtained  a  few  very  good 
scabs.  I  used  some  myself,  and  distributed  others 
over  different  parts  of  the  county.  It  took  very 
kindly,  producing  vesication  and  pustulation  with 
slight  constitutional  disturbance,  but  scabs  taken 
from  some  of  those  vaccinated  from  the  cow  have, 
of  late,  worked  very  severely,  causing  vesication,  or 
scabbing,  not  simply  around  the  puncture,  but  also 
over  various  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs,  and,  in 

children,  occasionally  upon  the  face.  "Whether  the fault  is  in  the  vaccine,  or  whether  the  difficulty  arises 
from  a  variolous  diathesis  of  the  atmosphere,  I  am 
not  fully  satisfied.  The  results  have  been  so  bad 
that  for  several  weeks  past  I  have  ceased  to  vacci- 

nate at  all.  It  does  not  seem  like  the  ordinary  ery- 
sipelatous vaccination,  which  we  frequently  witness, 

but  more  like  crusta  lactea. 
Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 

I  am  glad  the  call  for  the  meeting  has  been  issued. 
There  should  be  a  strong  delegation  from  the  old 
Keystone  State.  Efforts  should  bo  made  immedi- 

ately to  get  railroad  fare  for  the  delegates  at  reduced 
rates.  The  railroads  ought  to  be  liberal,  for  they 
have  been  coining  money  in  transporting  soldiers 
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[Vol.  X. and  material  for  carrying  on  the  deplorable,  but 
patriotic  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  crushing 
out  the  most  gigantic  and  wicked  rebellion  that 
ever  existed. 

I  suppose,  however,  that  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements will  see  to  this  matter,  and  secure  as 

great  facilities  of  travel,  etc.,  as  possible,  so  that  our 
National  Medical  Congress  may,  even  in  troublous 
times,  prove  an  entire  success. 

Geo.  F.  Hokton. 

MALIGN  ANT  ERYSIPELAS. 

Westfield,  Ind.,  3^/  Mo.  31,  1863. 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Keporter:— We  have 

been  having  an  epidemic  of  malignant  erysipelas  in 
this  vicinity,  which  has  been,  in  many  cases,  very 
fatal.  I  suspect,  from  the  severe  chill  with  which 
the  attack  was  generally  ushered  in,  that,  in  some 
cases,  it  has  been  treated  like  pernicious  fever,  with 
large  doses  of  quinine,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
determine  congestion  and  inflammation  toward  the 
brain. 

My  own  treatment  consisted  principally  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  tinctura  ferri  chloridi,  and  veratrum  viride 

when  indicated  by  great  rapidity  of  pulse,  with  the  ap- 
plication of  tincture  of  iodine,  or  occasionally  collo- 

dion and  glycerine,  to  the  affected  surface,  of  course 
not  confining  myself  to  any  routine,  but  meeting 
indications  as  they  arose,  opening  consecutive  ab- 

scesses, etc.  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  I  have  thus 
far  been  uniformly  successful. 

Like  Dr.  Wagenseller,  I  am  disposed  to  class 
diphtheria  with  erysipelas  and  typhoid  fever,  rather 
than  with  scarlatina. 

Doug  AN  Clark,  M.  D. 
■  -♦-^♦^^  

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Quarantine  Regulations. 

General  Orders,  No.  34— Head-quarters  Department 
of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  April 
27th,  1863. — The  following  Quarantine  Regulations 
for  the  port  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  are  hereby  estab- 

lished, to  be  put  in  operation  from  and  after  the 
tenth  day  of  May,  18G3  :— 

I.  Hereafter,  the  Quarantine  Ground  will  be  in  St. 
Helena  Sound  ;  at  the  place  designated  by  a  white  buoy 
and  flag. 

II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master  and  pilot,  of 
every  vessel  coming  into  this  port,  from  this  date 
until  further  orders  (excepting  pilot-boats  rclurning 
from  their  ordinary  "  Cruising  Grounds,")  to  hoist a  signal  for  the  Health  Officer,  and  to  anchor  off  the 
inner  buoy,  there  to  remain  until  visited  by  him. 

III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Health  Officer, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  to  visit  every  vessel  made 
liable  to  visitation,  and  ascertain  her  sanitary  condi- 

tion, and  the  port  from  which  she  sailed  ;  and  every 
vessel  having  on  l)oard  any  case  of  yellow-fever, 
small-pox,  cholera,  or  other  infectious  or  contagious 
disease;  and  also,  every  vessel  coining  from  Key 
West,  Havana,  or  any  other  port  where  yellow-fever 
may  exist,  he  shall  order  to  the  "  Quarantine 
Ground,"  there  to  remain  as  long  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

IV.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  leave  the  ves- 
sel until  she  has  been  examined  by  the  "  Health  Of- 

ficer," nor  will  any  communication  be  had  with  the vessel  until  she  has  been  so  examined. 
V.  The  fees  of  the  Health  Officer  for  visiting,  ex- 

amining, and  certifying  vessels  arriving  at  this  port, 
shall  be  collected  from  all  vessels  except  those  in 
Government  employ,  or  foreign  vessels  of  war,  at 
the  following  rates  : — 
For  each  vessel  from  a  foreign  port  $6.50 
For  all  other  vessels  2.00 

And  the  money  thus  collected  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  Medical  Director,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hos- 

pitals in  this  Department. 
VI.  These  Regulations  will  be  strictly  enforced  by 

the  Health  Officer.  Should  there  be  any  deviation 
therefrom,  or  should  any  of  the  orders  given  by  thd 
Health  Ofiicer  to  such  vessels  not  be  strictly  carried 
out,  he  will  report  the  fact  immediately  to  the  Medi- 

cal Director  of  this  Department. 
VII.  Surgeon  A.  Crispell,  United  States  Volun- 

teers, is  appointed  Health  Officer  of  this  port. 
VIII.  Any  violation  of  the  above  Regulations  will 

cause  the  immediate  arrest  and  imprisoment  of  the 
oflender. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter. Charles  G.  Halpine, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Tenth  Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  South. 

Calomel  and  Tartar  Emetic  Stricken  from  the 
Supply  Table  of  the  Army. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  May 
4,  1863. — I.  From  the  reports  of  Medical  Inspectors 
and  the  Sanitary  reports  to  this  office,  it  appears  that 
the  administration  of  calomel  has  so  frequently  been 
pushed  to  excess  by  military  surgeons  as  to  call  for 
prompt  steps  by  this  office  to  correct  this  abuse  ;  an 
abuse  the  melancholy  efl'ects  of  which,  as  officially reported,  have  exhibited  themselves  not  only  in  innu- 

merable cases  of  profuse  salivation,  but  in  the  not 
unfrequent  occurrence  of  mercurial  gangrene. 

It  seeming  impossible  in  any  other  manner  to 
properly  restrict  the  use  of  this  powerful  agent,  it  is 
directed  that  it  be  struck  from  the  supply  table,  and 
that  no  further  requisitions  for  this  medicine  be  ap- 

proved by  Medical  Directors.  This  is  done  with  the 
more  confidence,  as  modern  pathology  has  proved 
the  impropriety  of  the  use  of  mercury  in  very  many 
of  those  diseases  in  which  it  was  formerly  unfail- 

ingly administered. II.  The  records  of  this  office  having  conclusively 
proved  that  diseases  prevalent  in  the  army  may  be 
treated  as  efficiently  without  tartar  emetic  as  there- 

with, and  the  fact  of  its  remaining  upon  the  supply 
table  being  a  tacit  invitation  to  its  use,  tartar  emetic 
is  also  struck  from  the  supply  table  of  the  army. 
No  doubt  can  exist  that  more  harm  has  resulted 

from  the  misuse  of  both  these  agents,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  than  benefit  from  their  proper  ad- 

ministration. 
W.  A.  Hammond, 

Surgeou-Geueral. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
New  York.—T)vs.  C.  B.  Coventry,  Utica  ;  Elbert 

Curtis,  Ithaca  ;  Joshua  B.  Graves,  Corning  ;  F.  R. 
Wagener,  Addison ;  Livingston  Elwood,  Schen- ectady. 

Pennsylvaiiia. — Drs.  ALEXANDER  Stewart,  Ship- 
pensburg  ;  Manly  Emanuel,  Linwood. 

Nevi  Jemcy. — Dr.  Rojveut  Frazku,  Camden. 
W'hconnn. — Drs.  J.  H.  Hyde,  Lancaster  ;  Daniel 

L.  Downs,  Richland  Centre  ;  E.  Bkshop,  Portage 
City  ;  D.  B.  Eastman,  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  George  W. 
Lee,  Shallsburgh  ;  A.  C.  Wehsteu,  Friendship. 

Indiana. — Dr.  Benj.  A.  Allison. 
Vermont. — Dr.  James  P.  Oskorne,  Fitchville. 
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News  and  Miscellany. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the  State    of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  by  the  Phila- 
delphia County  Medical  Society  to  the /ot^r^een^/i  annual 

session  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  be  held  in  this  city,  on  Wednesday,  the 

10th  day  of  June  next : 
Dr.  William  Ashmead.  Dr.  William  Haut, 
"    Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  "    George  Hamilton, 
"    John  Bell,  "    Wilson  Jewell, 
"   T.  E.  Beesley,  "    K.  S.  Kenderdiue, 
"    Franklin  Bache,  "    John  F.  Lamb, 
"    Eobert  Barns,  "    Joseph  Leidy, 
"   Joseph  (yarson,  "   William  Mayburry, 
*'   D.  F.  Condie,  ,  "    Samuel  Murphy, 
"   James  M.  Corse,  '  "    Andrew  Nebiuger, "    William  Darrach,  "    Robert  E.  Rogers, 
"    G.  Emerson,  "    Alfred  Stille, 
"    Albert  Fricke,  "    W.  Sargent, 

David  Gilbert,  "    R.  P.  Thomas, 
"    Lewis  P.  Gebhard,  "    Samuel  N.  Troth. 
"    Jacob  Huckel,  "    C.  P.  Tutt, 
"    Henry  Hartshorne,  "    EUerslie  Wallace, 
"   Nathan  L.  Hatfield,  "    Charles  Wittig. 
The  following  are  the  ex-ofllcio  Delegates  from  the 

Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society  : 
Dr.  F.  Bache.  Dr.  William  Darrach, 
"    John  Bell,  "    John  F.  Lamb, 
"   Joseph  Carson,  "   William  Mayburry, 
"    D.  F.  Condie,  "    J.  Henry  Smaltz, 
"    Levi  Curtis,  "    A.  S.  Kennedy. 

Meeting  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
A  meeting  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  was  held  in  this 

city  recently.  Mr.  Wm.  B.  Wisdom,  of  Wilmington, 
Del.,  was  called  to  act  as  Chairman.  The  meeting 
having  been  called  to  order,  the  Chairman  stated 
briefly  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  have  as  many  of 
the  Veterinary  Surgeons  together  as  possible,  in 
order  to  issue  a  call  for  a  convention,  in  New  York, 
during  the  month  of  June.  The  Secretary,  K.  Jen- 

nings, then  read  several  communications,  received 
from  various  Veterinary  Surgeons  in  diflferent  parts 
of  the  United  States,  expressive  of  their  hearty  co- 

operation in  the  movement. 
The  Secretary  then  offered  the  following : — 
Whereas,  Veterinary  science  in  this  country  has  been  kept 

in  comparative  obscurity,  in  consequence  of  its  practice 
having  been  confined  mainly  to  the  hands  of  men  uneducated 
in  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  various  diseases  to  Avhich 
our  domestic  animals  are  subject,  as  well,  also,  as  to  the  ac- 

tion of  the  practice  used  in  combatting  them,  this  deplorable 
condition  of  the  veterinary  profession  has  been  the  means  of 
excluding  the  qualified  veterinary  surgeon  from  the  army  of the  United  States,  the  losses  to  the  National  Government  in 
consequence  of  the  purchase  of  horses  unfit  for  the  duties  re- 

quired of  them,  together  with  the  great  mortality  among 
the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  has  amounted  to  many  mil- lions of  dollars  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  the  Veterinary  science  favor- 
able to  forming  a  National  Scociety  for  the  advancement  and 

difl'usiiin  of  veterinary  knowledge,  meet  in  convention  in  the city  of  New  York,  on  Tuesday,  June  9th,  I86:J,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  permanently  organizing  a  National  Association,  to  car- 

ry out  the  objects  as  above  stated. 
Resolved,  That  ad vertisemonts  be  inserted  in  one  or  more 

of  the  leading  papers  of  N\'\v  \  oik,  I'liiladelphia,  Boston  and 
Cincinnati,  extending  iuvitatiniis  to  all  ixm-sous  favorable  to such  an  organization  to  attend  the  Convention 

Dr.  McClure  then  read  a  code  of  ethics  prepared 
by  him,  having  in  view  the  better  government  of  the 
Association. 

The  paper  as  read,  was  on  motion  postponed  for 
consideration  until  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  New 
York  on  the  Dth  of  June.  The  meeting  than  ad- 

journed until  that  date. 

The  Sick  and  Wounded  in  the  Department  of 
the  East. 

The  season  having  arrived  for  active  operations  in 
the  field,  and  as  some  of  the  sick  and  wounded  are 
arriving  each  day,  we  have  collected  with  care  the 
following  data  as  to  the  hospital  arrangements  and 
accommodations  in  the  Department  of  the  East, 
comprising  the  New  England  States,  New  York,  and 
New  Jersey  : 

Surgeon  C.  McDougall,  U.  S.  A.,  is  the  Chief 
Medical  Director. 

Surgeon  William  J.  Sloan,  U.  S.  A.,  Assistant 
Medical  Director. 

Surgeon  William  F.  Edgar,  U.  S.  A.,  Examining 
Surgeon. 

Surgeon  J.  C.  Dalton,  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director 
of  Transportation. 

With  this  stafi"  the  Medical  Direction  is  enabled  to secure  the  utmost  promptness  and  efficiency  in  all 
the  different  hospital  matters  in  this  Department. 

GENERAL  HOSPITALS. 
No.  of  No.  of 

Name.                                            Patients.  Empty Beds. 

David's  Island  428  1,176 Fort  Schuyler  766  1,169 
Bedloe's  Island  405  29.5 Central  Park  128  172 
Ladies'  Home,  Fifty-first  street  285  115 Newark  392  70S 

Fort  
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'The  Lovell,'  Gen'l  Hosp'l,  Portsmouth  Grove.. 349  607 
'The  Knight,'  General  Hospital,  New  Haven. ..470  80 

Albany                                                           6
0
 
 55 

Brattleboro  181  194 
Burlington  60  SS 
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Total  4,138  4,696 
The  Medical  Director  receives,  every  day,  a  morn- 

ing report  from  each  of  these  hospitals,  and  knows 
their  exact  condition  at  a  glance.  His  system  of  in- 

spection is  frequent  and  very  thorough.  A  record 
is  also  kept  at  the  headquarters.  No.  458  Broome 
street,  of  the  name  of  every  soldier  sent  to  this  De- 

partment— his  rank,  condition,  and  to  what  hospital 
he  is  sent,  and  where  he  may  be  found.  From  this 
record  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  the  several 
Soldiers'  Relief  Associations  are  furnished  with  all 
the  items  concerning  those  in  whom  they  are  in- 
terested. 

Conscription  Surgeons. 
Col.  James  B.  Fry,  the  Provost  Marshal  General, 

has  made  the  following  appointments  of  Surgeons 
under  the  act  approved  March  2d,  1863,  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces : 
Kciv  York. — 1.  John  Ordronaux ;  2.  George  S. 

Woodman  ;  3.  N.  L.  North  ;  4.  James  O'Rourke ; 5.  Ernest  Krakoviser ;  6.  J.  W.  Powell ;  7.  J.  K. 
Vankleek ;  8.  George  F.  Woodward ;  9.  W.  H. 
Thomas  ;  10.  G.  B.  Upham  ;  11.  John  C.  Boyd  ;  12. 
William  II.  Pitcher  ;  13.  A.  H.  Knapp  ;  14.  O.  S. 
Vanderpool ;  15.  Charles  S.  Hubboll ;  10.  George 
Page  ;  17.  Henry  Hewitt ;  18.  Uriah  Potter  ;  10.  Sol. 
F.  JNIcFarland  ;  20.  Edward  L.  Walker ;  21.  W.  A. 
Babcoek  ;  22.  J.  B.  Murdock  ;  23.  John  II.  Knapp  ; 
24.  Geo.  W.  Davis  ;  25.  Zera  H.  Blako  ;  2().  Samuel 
B.  Foster  ;  27.  Joshua  B.  Graves  ;  28.  Azcl  Backus  ; 
29.  Peter  P.  Murphy ;  30.  John  S.  TroM  bridge ;  81. 
Horace  H.  Gliddcn. 

Xcir  Jersey — 1.  John  R.  Stevenson;  2.  Richard  R. 
Rogers  ;  3.  Geo.  R.  Chetwood  ;  4.  William  Pcirson, 
jr.;  5.  Isaac  A.  Nichols. 

Illinois. — 1.  J.  AV.  Freer ;  2.  Aaron  Lewis ;  3. 
Chancellor  Martin  ;  4.  Cliarlcs  Cooledge ;  5.  Thos. 
Hall  ;  0.  Robert  McArthur  ;  7.  U.  G.  Johns  ;  8.  Z. 
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[Vol.  X. H.  Whitmore ;  9.  K.  M.  Worthington  ;  10.  David 
Prince  ;  11.  F.  R.  Payne ;  12.  Henry  W.  Wing  ;  13. 
Thos.  H.  Burgess. 

Kentncky.—l.  W.  H.  Kidd ;  2.  A.  Walter;  3. 
Bryan  K.  Young  ;  4.  Robert  B.  Winlack ;  5.  T.  S. 
Bell ;  6.  E.  P.  Buckner ;  7.  S.  F.  Gano  ;  8.  J.  D. 
Foster  ;  9.  L.  N.  Buford. 

2Iar viand.— 1.  Wm.  H.  Farrow ;  2.  J.  B.  Ward  ; 
3.  J.  T.  Murdock ;  4.  Charles  J.  Bser ;  5.  R.  E. 
Dorsey. 

The  Electric  Light  in  Surgery. 
One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  success  of  a 

surgical  operation  is  the  scanty  and  imperfect  light 
which,  in  some  cases,  is  the  surgeon's  only  guide, 
and  is  fraught  with  danger  to  the  patient.  The 
problem,  therefore,  of  finding  a  light  which  might 
be  introduced  into  a  cavity  w  ith  impunity,  remained 
still  to  be  solved — and,  from  a  communication  which 
has  been  made  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences, 
lately,  it  would  appear  that  this  desirable  object  has 
at  length  been  attained  in  the  construction  of  an  inge- 

nious and  efficient  apparatus.  M.  Foussagrives 
having  long  entertained  the  idea  that  the  electric  light 
might  be  advantageously  applied  to  the  purpose, 
communicated  his  views  to  M.  Duomoncal,  a  dis- 

tinguished electrician,  who,  calling  to  mind  the 
effects  of  electricity  in  vacuo,  conceived  the  follow- 

ing plan  :  A  glass  tube,  having  a  very  small  bore, 
is  bent  into  the  form  of  a  helix  or  screw — the  smaller 
the  bore,  the  greater  the  brilliancy  of  light ;  by  this 
means  a  kind  of  luminous  cylinder  being  formed, 
which  is  sufficiently  small  to  be  conveniently  intro- 

duced into  a  narrow  cavity.  In  determining  the 
color  of  the  light,  it  was  decided  that  as  mixtures  of 
certain  gases,  such  as  carburetted  hydrogen,  car- 

bonic acid,  hydrochloric  acid,  etc.,  will  produce  a 
white  light,  nothing  remained  but  to  fill  the  tube 
with  such  a  mixture ;  this  delicate  operation  was 
performed  by  M.  Ruhmkorff,  who  also  added  other 
improvements  to  the  apparatus. 

MARRIED. 

BuEHLER — Trout. — On  the  Sth  iust.,  by  the  Eev.  B.  Lea- 
cock,  ill  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  H.  B. 
Buebler,  United  States  Ai'uiy,  and  Miss  Lizzie  C.  Trout,  of 
Fulton  county,  I'a. 
GoDDARD— Bark  — On  the  29th  ult.,  in  Washington  City,  by the  Rev.  Dr.  Sunderland,  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Goddard,  United  States 

Army,  and  Mary  A.  Barr,  daughter  of  the  late  Robert  M.  Barr, 
of  Penusylvama. 

H  \LLocK — KiGNEY. — In  Ncw  York,  on  Wednesday,  April  29, 
by  Rev.  lleiuy  Belden,  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Seeley,  William 
K.  HaUock,  iM.D  ,  and  Jeiuiie  A.,  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas 
Kigney,  Esq..  both  of  New  York. 

Phlli's— .1  A.MEs.— On  Thur.-,day,  April  16,  Dr.  Charles  Phelps and  l^abel  M.  James. 
Pi.N  K.s  Kv— .Sen  I, hY.— On  Tuesday,  April  21,  at  Frederick,  Md., 

by  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  Dr.  Howard  Pinkney,  of  New  York 
City,  and  Clara,  only  daughter  of  Maj.  Henry  Schley,  of Frederick 
Sanborn— .Ie.stf,r.— On  the  30th  ult.,  by  Alderman  Charles 

Weldin,  Dr.  D  M.  Sariljom,  of  ihe  city  ot  Baltimoie,  and  Miss 
Amanda  Jester,  of  Kiikwood,  JS'ew  tastle  county,  Del. Welch— Wood.— On  the  30th  ult.,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  pai-cnts,  ]>y  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Matlack,  Dr.  William Miller  Welch  and  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Robert  Wood,  all  of this  city. 

i   ^-1^  
DIED. 

AxTEMi. — In  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  of  typhoid  pneumonia, 
April  14th,  \Hm,  Dr.  L.  V.  Axlell,  aged  44  years  and  9  months. 
Dr.  Axtell  liad  been  a  practitioner,  in  southwestern  New 
York,  f<^r  over  twen  y  y.  ars,  and  acquired  a  reputation  second 
to  no  other  physician  in  that,  portion  of  the  Stale.  lie  was  a 
man  of  indoniual>ie  per>everauce  and  energy — an  lienor  to 
that  profesMion  which  he  loved,  and  to  which  all  his  energies were  devoted. 

B;NTKf;<>u.— On  Sunday,  April  10,  Horatio  Brinsmade,  only 
Bon  of  Dr.  K.  B.  and  Susan  Bonlecou,  aged  1  year,  5  months and  2  diiys. 
Bkowku. — At  Danbury,  Conn.,  on  Wednesday,  April  29, Dr.  li.  F.  Blower,  aged  years. 
DAUMNfJToN.— in  West  Chestf-r,  Pa.,  on  the  23d  ult.,  Dr. William  Darlington,  in  llie  hist  year  of  his  age. 

Deprefontaine.— The  Alta  California  announces  the  death, 
on  March  2.5th,  of  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Deprefontaine,  commercial 
editor  of  that  paper.  Dr.  Deprefontaine  was  born  in  Philadel- 

phia, and  had  reached  his  fifty-fourth  year.  In  1827  he  re- 
ceived a  government  appointment  to  vaccinate  the  Indians, 

among  whom  he  spent  many  years,  visiting  the  regions  on 
each  side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  going  even  to  the  Pa- cific ocean. 

DcFFEE. — On  the  28th  ult.,  Caroline  C,  eldest  daughter  of 
W.  J.  Dufiee,  B.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Gibes. — In  Frewsbury,  N.  Y.,  of  consumption,  on  the  19th of  March,  1863,  Mrs.  0.  C.  Gibbs,  wife  of  Dr.  0.  C.  Gibbs,  and 
sister  of  Dr.  L.  V.  Axtell,  aged  39  years  and  7  months. 
Hurley. — Near  Falmouth,  Va.,  on  Tuesday,  April  14,  at  the 

camp  of  the  69th  regiment.  New  York  "Volunteers,  of  conges- tion of  the  brain.  Dr.  John  Hurley,  Assistant  Surgeon  69th 
regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  late  of  New  York. 

Lewis — In  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  on  Friday,  April  24,  George 
Lewis,  M.D.,  of  New  York  City. 
Magruder.— In  Washington  City,  May  1,  Dr.  Archibald  S, 

Magruder,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age. 
Metcalfe. — On  Monday,  April  20,  Harriet  Augusta,  wife  of 

John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.D.,  and  daughter  of  James  Collesi 
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NOTICE. 
The    Medical   Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
"Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila 

delphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday,  10th,  of  June, 
at  11,  A.  M.  J.  H.  Smaltz, J. M.  Stevenson, 

Recording  Secretaries. 

I 
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Original  Department. 

,  Lectures, 

IiATEHAL  CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPINE. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 
Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

[Continued  from  page  18.] 
Scoliosis. 

Treatment. — Grentlemen :  On  entering  upon  this 
rather  difficult  subject,  we  shall  briefly  discuss  the 
means  of  preventing  scoliosis. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  predisposition  of 
that  deformity  rests  with  some  defects  in  the  sex- 

ual development  of  the  patient,  affecting,  and 
eventually  impoverishing  the  nutrition,  preven- 

tive efforts  should  be  made  in  that  direction. 
The  patient  should  not  only  be  protected  against 
influences  likely  to  depreciate  the  physical  stand- 

ard of  her  constitution,  but  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  enhance  its  vigor,  and  thus  fortify  the 
frame  against  distortion.  The  faithful  observance 
of  the  laws  of  physiological  hygiene  will  mostly 
accomplish  the  object,  medication  being  scarcely 
ever  called  for.  Hence,  the  patient  should  live 
regularly  and  generously  and  abstain  entirely 
from  knick-knacks ;  should  neither  indulge  in 
lascivious  habits  nor  exhaust  the  physical  powers 
by  over-exertion ;  should  alternate  in  proper  pro- 

portion between  rest  and  locomotion ;  wear  com- 
fortable dresses  alike  protective  against  cold  and 

over-heating ;  prefer  physical  and  domestic  to 
sedentary  employment  and  over-taxing  of  the 
mind ;  in  fine,  live  for  a  period  of  a  year  or  more 
for  physical  well-being  alone,  until  puberty  with 
its  attributes  has  become  fairly  established,  when 
the  intellectual  training  may  be  resumed  without 
hazard.  In  this  simple  but  effectual  way  we  shall 
safely  carry  young  females  through  a  dangerous 
period  of  their  lives,  and  qualify  them  for  their 
exalted  mission. 

With  these  Lycurgian  rules  we  may  come  in 
conflict  with  the  established  habits  and  notions  of 
high-life,  yet  there  can  be  no  compromise  between 
right  and  wrong,  between  reason  and  folly.  Irra- 

tional indulgence  precludes  the  possibility  of  robust 
constitutions,  and  consecLuently,  of  healthful  enjoy- 

ment. In  the  same  ratio  as  the  system  is  depre- 
ciating, the  mind  suffers — "  Mens  sana  in  corpore 

sano." 
When  on  examination  of  your  patient,  you 

notice  undue  flexibility  of  the  spine,  you  may  at 
once  set  it  down  as  the  virtual  commencement  of 
scoliosis,  and  take  prompt  measures  to  avert  the 
impending  deformity.  In  order  to  realize  the 
danger,  you  need  but  to  place  the  patient  in  the 
erect  posture  and  raise  one  of  the  lower  extremi- 

ties from  the  floor  by  a  piece  of  board  or  book ; 
the  spine  is  at  once  thrown  out  of  its  perpendicu- 

lar, presenting  lateral  curves  of  great  tension. 
Such  a  condition  is  inseparable  from  general  de- 

bility and  languor;  hence,  prejudicial  habits  grow 
easily  out  of  the  want  of  support,  and  determine 
permanent  deviation.  It  is  extremely  rare,  how- 

ever, that  we  are  called  upon  for  advice  at  that 
j  uncture ;  we  find  mostly  already  the  commence- 

ment of  actual  scoliosis,  or  the  so-called /rsf  degree 

of  Baehring. 
In  treating  this  stage,  the  most  scrupulous 

hygiene  should  be  insisted  on,  and  eventually 
remedies  administered  with  a  view  to  regulate 
and  tonify  the  general  system.  Country  resi- 

dence or  mountain  air,  cold  bathing  and  animal 
diet  are  commendable  auxiliaries. 

A  system  of  diversified  physical  exercise  should 
be  adopted  and  discreetly  persevered  in,  by  which 
gait  and  posfure  constantly  alternate  and  change.  Jt 
is  moit  assuredly  the  best  protector  against  prejudicial 
habits,  and  the  best  remedy  to  correct  them.  Without 
going  into  superfluous  details,  some  general  rules 
should  be  laid  down  in  the  adoption  of  gymnastic 
exercises,  othejwise,  and  if  promiscuously  indulged 
in,  they  might  do  more  harm  than  good. 

1.  The  exercises  should,  if  possible,  be  taken  in 
the  open  air,  so  as  to  obviate  over-heating  of  the 
body,  and  to  sustain  res]3iration  with  a  proper  ali- 

mentary supply. 

2.  The  exercises  should  tax  the  entire  muscular 
system  at  once  or  successively,  and  not  exempt 
one  part  or  the  other. 

3.  The  exercises  should  preclude  vertical  pros- 
sure  upon  the  spine. 

4.  They  should  be  moderate  and  discreet,  so  as 
not  to  exhaust  the  physical  strength. 

5.  They  should  alternate  with  rest  in  the  recum- 
bent posture  upon  a  firm  mattress  or  lounge. 
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If  the  spine  is  already  deviating  from  the  per-  |  is  likewise  permitted  to  perpetuate  the  old  habits 
pendicular,  active  exercises  cannot  be  practiced  to  a  of  prejudicial  gait  and  attitude.  It  would  seem 

great  extent  uithout  injury  tf)  the  pa'ient.  The  "an-  as  if  there  could  be  no  conciliation  between  active 
tiplastic"  movements  of  "Werner  commend  them-  exercises  and  arrest  of  scoliosis,  that  we  had  to  re- 
selves  as  excellent  substitutes  for  active  exercises,  linquish  the  one  or  the  other.  Hence  we  cannot 
The  patient  is  placed  upon  a  covered  table  in  a  hesitate  in  accepting  the  recumbent  posture  as  the 
dorsal  position ;  the  hands  of  the  operator  are  :  better  of  the  two,  for  thereby  we  get  rid  of  super- 
employed  to  correct  the  deformity  and  to  bend  the  incumbent  weight  and  bad  habits.    As  we  have 
spine  over  in  the  opposite  direction  ;  and,  in  fine, 
the  patient  directed  to  maintain  the  same  by  will 
for  an  hour  or  so  at  the  time.  Another  competent 
person  may  take  the  place  of  the  physician  to 

already  mentioned,  the  fear  of  confinement  is  cer- 
tainly exaggerated  if  found  at  all  in  clinical 

observation.  Rest  may  be  endured  for  some 
length  of  time  with  benefit  at  least  to  the  muscular 

facilitate  proceedings,  which  should  be  repeated  system,  whilst  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  body  is  de- 
several  times  during  each  day.  Or  a  moveable  i  creased  and  the  character  of  nutrition  enhanced, 
footboard  for  the  left  limb  may  be  adopted  in  sub-  \  The  alleged  bad  effects  of  confinement  refer  only 
stitution  of  the  hand,  which,  in  raising  the  left  ,  to  the  excess  of  the  same,  and  the  physician  has 
side  of  the  pelvis  reverses  the  deviations.  Aro- 

matic frictions  of  the  back  and  kneediug  of  the 
dorsal  muscles  and  cold  douche  are  remedial 
additions. 

The  treatment  of  incipient  scoliosis  thus  deline- 
ated, will  effectually  meet  the  indications  pre- 

sented, and  if  systematically  persevered  in,  give 
substantial  relief  to  the  patient.    Mechanical  sup- 

it  in  his  power  to  curtail  it  should  it  operate  inju- 
riously upon  the  constitution.  Although  it  might 

be  better  to  remain  on  a  firm  mattrass  in  a  stereo- 
type position,  yet  in  order  to  relieve  its  irksome- 

ness,  a  change  of  the  bed  with  a  couch,  or  a  well- 
reclining  armchair,  as,  for  instance,  that  of  Mr. 
KixG,  in  Broadway,  New  York,  might  well  be  con- 

ceded to  the  comfort  of  the  patient.    Nor  would 
port  or  orthopsedic  beds,  we  deem  dispensable  for  ;  there  be  any  reasonable  objection  to  raise  the  bed 
the  first  period.  But  if  the  patient  should  be  so  j  into  an  inclined  plane,  so  as  to  enable  the  patient 
situated  as  not  to  be  able  to  devote  much  time  to  |  to  read  or  look  about.  Thus  by  ingenious  con- 
the  treatment,  then,  and  only  then,  it  may  be  ex-  |  trivance  some  orthopaedic  surgeons  have  succeeded 

pedient  to  provide  a  spinal  supporter  for  day  use.  j  in  constructing  apparatus,  combining  with  the 
Of  its  proper  constructions  we  shall  speak  in  our  recumbent  position,  facilities  for  the  pursuit  of 
next  lecture.  j  music,  writing,  drawing,  and  reading,  without  the 

In  the  second  stage  of  scoliosis,  the  local  treat-  slightest  inconvenience  or  fatigue.  Education 
nient  of  the  deviating  sj)inal  column  comprises  the  !  may  thus  be  carried  on  without  interruption,  as 
chief  object  of  our  attention,  whilst  the  general  long  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  objects  of  the 
management  of  the  case  remains  the  same  as  pre-  treatment. 
viously  stated.  You  recollect  that  the  deformity  \  The  antiplastic  movements  of  Werner  may  be 
has  already  assumed  a  decided  character,  and  its  tried  to  reverse  the  position  of  the  spine,  but  we 
consecutive  effects  begin  to  show  themselves  upon  apprehend  that  in  most  cases  they  will  be  found 
t-lie  thorax.    However,  there  are  as  yet  no  altera-  ;  insufficient. 
tions  in  the  shape  of  the  individual  vertebra,  nor 
has  the  tortion  of  the  spine  made  its  appearance. 
By  mechanical  means  the  spinal  column  can  be 
brought  into  a  perpendicular  direction.  The  sco- 

liosis depends  perhaps  exclusively  on  the  lessened 
elasticity  of  the  inter-vertebral  fibro-cartilages. 

In  dealing  with  the  second  stage,  the  question 
presents  itself:  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  allow 

In  former  times,  the  so-called  orthopedic  beds 
were  employed  to  overcome  the  deformity.  Their 
chief  design  was  longitudinal  extension ;  some 
of  them  combined  pressure  upon  the  convex 
portions  of  the  spine.  The  construction  of  those 
beds,  of  which  a  great  variety  has  been  introduced 
into  orthopredic  practice,  bear  great  semblance. 
A  belt  for  the  pelvis  is  connected  by  straps  with  a 

tlie  patient  the  erect  posture  and  locomotion,  or  ,  cogwheel  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  an  appropriate 
whether  it  would  be  better  and  more  appropriate 
to  direct  the  recumbent  one.  The  former  have 
their  advantages  which  cannot  be  denied.  They 
tMiable  the  patient  to  gratify  the  natural  taste  for 
change  ;  to  exercise  the  muscular  system  and  pro- 

apparatus  for  the  head  with  the  opposite  parts  of 
the  bed.  After  the  patient  has  jjlaced  herself 
upon  the  bed,  belt  and  headpiece  are  adjusted  and 
the  extension  made  by  means  of  the  cogwheel. 
For  the  sake  of  lateral  pressure,  either  cushions 

cure  better  air  than  confinement  to  the  bed  would  or  wedge-formed  pads  were  brought  to  bear  uppn 
afford.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  ,  the  spine.  During  a  long  period  the  mechanical 
spine  is  already  thrown  out  of  its  perpendicular  ;  !  bed  was  the  only  remedy  in  vogue  against  scoliosis, 

that  the  superincumbent  weight  lets  >ipon  it  to  '  and  great  ingenuity  has  been  employed  in  its  con- 
great  mechanical  disadvantage,  ana  mat  the  paiient  struction.     Its  unsatisfactory  results  were  of 
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course  ascribed  to  the  difficulties  of  its  mechanical 
arrangements  and  not  to  the  inverted  principle. 
Thus  changes  in  the  construction  and  improve- 

ments were  carried  on  until  Guerin*  and  Major 
put  a  stop  to  them  by  demonstrating  that  longitu- 

dinal extension  was  a  failure,  unless  accomplished  by 
direct  action  upon  the  curvatures.  Since  then  me- 

chanical ingenuity  has  been  thrown  into  a  new 
channel  with  a  view  of  constructing  apparatus 
acting  by  lateral  pressure  and  counter-pressure. 
The  contrivances  of  Guerin  and  Major  are  very 
complicated  and  costly,  yet  they  fulfil  the  object 
of  simple  and  double  lateral  action,  and  may 
therefore  answer  in  the  second  stage  of  scoliosis, 
which  is  not  as  yet  complicated  with  torsion  of  the 
spine  or  an  oblique  shifting  of  the  thorax.  In  the 
latter  stages,  they  are,  however,  inefficient, 
and  unable  to  realize  the  presented  indications. 

Bueliring's  reduction-apparatus,  which  we  hereby 
submit  to  your  inspection,  is  for  many  reasons  a 

Fig.  73. 

superior  contrivance,  (fig.  73,)  and  we  have  found 
it  in  our  practice  a  most  serviceable  instrument. 
It  is  not  only  simple,  compendious,  and  applicable 
to  an  ordinary  bed,  but  you  may  render  it  useful 
to  all  stages  of  lateral  curvature.  Its  cost  is  but 
trifling  when  compared  with  those  of  Guerin  or 
Major. 

The  pattern  before  you  is  designed  for  the  third 
stage  ;  we  shall,  however,  show  you  how  to  con- 

vert it  into  an  effectual  apparatus  for  the  second 
stage  also. 
You  perceive  that  Buehring's  apparatus  con- 

sists in, 
1st.  A  plate  of  sheet  iron,  covered  with  ticking^ 

or  any  other  suitable  material,  to  prevent  the  cold 
contact  with  the  metal  and  soiling  of  the  bed  with 
rust.  At  its  upper  portion  a  sufficiently  large  piece 
is  taken  out  for  the  neck,  although  this  is  imma- 

terial.   But  the  iron  should  be  sufficiently  strong 

*  Rapport,  addresse  a  Monsieur  Ic  DoKguc  du  Gouverncraeut 
provisior,  etc.   Taris,  ISiS. 

j  so  as  to  prevent  bending.  Parallel  with  the  edge.-* 
I  and  about  two  inches  from  them  a  longitudinal 
fissure  is  made,  sufficiently  wide  to  admit  a  one- 
sixth  of  an  inch  screw  moving  to  and  fro. 

2d.  A  well-bolstered  belt,  made  of  a  steel  spring, 
to  be  buckled  in  front. 

3d.  Three  movable  parts  of  well-bolstered  soft 
wood,  one  for  each  deformity,  and  one  to  raise  th<^ 
left  arm.  In  taking  a  profile  view  of  these  parts, 
you  observe  the  thickness  of  the  two  former, 
whereas  the  third  is  rounded  and  long  enough  to 
exceed  the  axillary  cavity.  They  are  moveably 
fixed  upon  iron  frames,  and  set  in  motion  by  a 
screw.  The  modus  operandi  is  plain.  When 

;  attached  to  the  iron  plate  you  can  give  them  any 

'  position  to  the  body  you  choose,  and  whilst  the 
patient  is  fastened  in  the  belt  and  the  pelvis  thu< 

i  rendered  immoveable,  you  screw  the  pads  against 
I  the  spinous  processes,  and  gradually  press  them 
over  in  the  reverse  position.  The  transverse  pro- 

cesses rest  upon  the  pads.  In  proportion  to  the 
thickness  of  the  pads,  the  body  is  elevated  from 
the  iron  plate,  and  the  weight  of  the  same  is  thus 
made  use  of  to  turn  the  spine  on  its  longitudinal 
axis  in  the  opposite  direction  from  that  we  first 
fixed  it  in.  The  lower  the  wooden  blocks  the  less 
we  can  count  on  that  action,  and  in  substituting  a 
plain  pad  of  iron,  we  reduce  it  to  a  simple  lateral 
shifting,  and  thus  render  the  apparatus  service- 

able for  the  second  stage. 
Fig.  74. 

The  pad  for  the  lumbar  deformity  (fig.  74)  is 
but  narrow,  but  it  should  be  large  enough  to  em- 

brace the  side  of  the  body.  The  pad  designed  for 
the  thoracic  curvature  is  of  much  larger  size  in 
order  to  cover  the  protruding  ribs  and  shoulder 
blade,  being,  of  course,  in  keeping  with  the  pro- 

portions of  the  patient.    Its  exact  form  iu  the 

Fig.  7o. 

apparatus  should  be  noted  by  you  (fig.  7?;  for 
Fig.  7G. 

future  use.  Tlie  pad  for  the  left  axillary  ftxssa  i;j 
an  erect  piece  of  wood,  rounded  and  well-covcrtd 

Cfij.  76.) 
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In  this  diagram,  ('fignre  77,)  you  oLserve 
the  patient  in  position  on  the  apparatus.  The 
latter  is  fastened  to  the  bed  by  straps.  The  pads 
are  adjusted  and  the  belt  buckled.  The  limbs 
are  free  for  exercise.  In  appearance  we  have  a 
Procrustean  led,  and  can  scarcely  conceive  how  a 
patient  can  endure  the  same  for  any  length  of 

t'me.  And  so  it  seems  to  be  in  the  first  days  of 
its  use.  Bat  the  patient  becomes  soon  used  to  it, 
and  in  time  it  actually  becomes  indispensable  to 
his  comfort,  so  that  he  prefers  it  to  a  luxuriant 
mattrass. 

The  efficacy  of  this  contrivance  is  great.  When 
discreetly  applied  and  attentively  managed,  Bueh- 
ring's  Reduction- Apparatus  is  capable  of  effecting 
such  changes  in  the  form  of  the  spine  as  no  other 
construction  of  this  kind.  In  our  humble  opinion 
it  is  at  present  the  best  known,  and  is  deserving 
of  your  adoption. 

The  length  of  time  a  patient  should  continue  in 
the  recumbent  position  depends,  of  course,  on  the 
individuality  of  the  cage,  and  cannot  well  be  fixed 
o  priori.  As  a  general  rule  you  are  to  discontinue 
the  recumbent  posture,  when  the  morbid  flexi- 

bility of  the  spine  has  subsided,  the  deformity  is 
reduced,  and  when  in  the  erect  position  the  spine 
fchow.s  no  further  tendency  to  deviate  from  the  per- 

pendicular. In  some  instances  this  result  may  be 
accomplished  in  a  few  months,  in  others  even  a 
year,  or  more  time  may  be  required.  The  im- 
l»rovenients  of  the  deformity  advance  conjointly 
Avith  the  growing  constitutional  strength,  for  as 
long  as  the  general  system  remains  in  a  debili- 

tated state,  the  undue  flexibility  will  likewise 
perpetuate  its  existence.  If  the  patient  should 
be  necessitated  to  interrupt  the  treatment,  we 
must  tben  content  ourselves  with  the  use  of  the 
apparatus  during  the  night,  and  provide  a  spinal 
supporter  for  day  use.  Tlie  same  should  be  done 
Willi  convalescents  to  avert  relapse. 

[To  be  continued.] 

Communications, 

Transfer. 
Dr.  WilmamB.  Atkinson  lias  been  transferred  from 

til"  .South  Street  Hf)fepital  to  tlie  Provost  Barracks. 
L)r.  Knokk  Las  bccu  appointed  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

ROUGH  NOTES 

Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Rebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Surgeon  in  Chief,  zd  Division,  3d  Corps  D'Armee. No.  19. 

Camp  Diarrhoea— continued. 
Treatment. — Every  Surgeon  has  his  own  treat- 

ment ;  each  some  favorite  remedy  he  relies  upon, 
and  there  are  none  who  have  not  seen  a  few 
inveterate  cases  which  baffle  for  months  all  their 
pet  remedies.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
army  surgeon  must  in  his  prescriptions  keep 
within  the  field  table.  We  cannot  drag  over  Vir- 

ginia roads  the  assortment  to  be  found  in  a  city 
drug  store,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  is  much  better 
for  our  patients  that  we  cannot.  There  is  too  much 
dosing  done  in  the  army  as  in  civil  life.  Every 
practitioner  has  his  patients  who  will  drug  them- 

selves whenever  they  do  not  feel  absolutely  well ; 
and  in  the  army,  where  government  furnishes 
medicine,  we  have  patients  who  are  as  loudly 
clamorous  for  medicine  as  the  hypochondriacs  of 
the  North.  We  have,  however,  this  advantage : 
we  can  tell  the  patient  he  does  not  need  and  shall 
not  have  medicine,  and  he  has  no  resource  but  to 
submit. 

Varied  as  is  the  treatment,  a  general  outline  may 
be  given  which  will  be  applicable  to  most  cases. 

First,  remove  the  cause  if  it  can  be  done.  It  is 
a  surgeon's  fault  if  any  removable  cause  exists, 
but  there  may  be  some  cause  due  to  the  patient's 
habits  which  can  not  be  removed.  If  he  bids  fair  to 
have  a  bad  attack,  put  him  in  the  regimental  hos- 

pital ;  he  will  do  much  better  than  if  allowed  to 
remain  in  quarters  and  eat  every  thing  he  craves. 
If  it  is  a  simple,  mild  case  of  diarrhoea  a  pill  of 
camphor  and  opium  every  four  or  six  hours,  will 
check  it,  and  you  will  have  no  more  trouble ;  or 
one  of  opium  and  acetate  of  lead  may  be  substi- 
tuted. 

If  there  is  headache  or  much  tenesmus  give  an 



i863.] COMMUNICATIONS. 

69 

ounce  of  ol.  ricini  with  twenty  drops  of  tinct.  opii 
in  it ;  or  if  there  is  any  pain  in  the  abdomen  a 
few  drops  of  tinct.  menth.  pip.  can  be  added ;  or 
a  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  may  be  sub- 

stituted. "When  there  is  abdominal  pain  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  excellent  dose  : 
Ext.  rhei,  fSiij. 
Ext.  zingib.  fluid,  f3j. 
Tinct.  opii,  gtt.xx. 
Aquse,  q.  s.  M. 

Fiat  haustus. 
The  castor  oil  is  a  nauseous  dose,  unless  it  can  be 

made  into  an  emulsion,  and  the  dispensary  very 
generally  does  not  afford  the  material  for  such  a 
preparation.  The  sulphate  of  magnesia  is  a  most 
excellent  cathartic,  and  I  think  a  very  general 
favorite  among  army  practitioners.  In  many  regi- 

ments the  steward  before  sick  call  makes  up  a  solu- 
tion of  salts  and  flavors  it  with  a  little  pepper- 

mint. The  rhubarb  and  ginger  is  a  very  good 
preparation  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  nausea. 

In  most  cases  it  is  advisable  to  precede  the 
cathartic  by  a  few  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  alone 
or  combined  with  a  grain  of  opium,  and  made  up 
in  the, form  of  a  pill  to  be  given  at  night,  and  fol- 

lowed with  the  cathartic  in  the  morning.  Should 
the  diarrhoea  continue  after  the  operation  of  the 
cathartic,  and  after  there  is  a  disappearance  of  the 
headache  and  febrile  symptoms,  which  do  gener- 

ally disappear  after  the  cathartic,  we  must  have 
recourse  to  astringents.  The  camphor  and  opium 
pill  is  very  generally  used.  I  prefer  one  of  the 
mineral  astringents — acetate  of  lead,  sulphate  of 
copper,  or  nitrate  of  silver  combined  with  opium, 
or  more  preferable  still  do  I  like  a  combination  of 
iron  and  quinine.  The  following  is  my  favorite 
combination : 

^.    Ferri  per-sulph.  (Monsel's  salt),  gr.  iij. 
Quin.  sulph.,  gr.  v. 
Pulv.  opii,  gr.  j. M. 

I  give  this  powder  three  times  a  day,  with  ten 

grains  of  Dover's  powder  at  bedtime.  The  per 
sulphate  of  iron  is  one  of  the  two  preparations  of 
that  material  allowed  in  the  field  table,  and  indeed 
I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  excellent  one.  Com- 

bined with  quinine  and  opium  (the  quinine  very 
frequently  in  much  larger  doses  than  above  given,  jl 
I  have  succeeded  in  the  most  desperate  and  invet- 

erate cases.  Nitric  acid  in  the  form  of  Hope's  mix- 
ture, when  obtainable,  answers  an  excellent  pur- 
pose in  some  cases,  and  the  acid  sulp.  arom.  is 

frequently  used.  The  combination  of  the  elixir 
vitriol  with  a  solution  of  magnesire  sulph.  is  said 
to  prove  very  efficacious,  but  I  have  had  no  success 
with  it. 

In  cases  of  long  standing  the  tinct.  ferri  clilor. 
appears  to  suit  very  well.    It  can  be  administered 

j  in  a  most  excellent  form  by  giving  some  fifteen  or 
j  twenty  drops  of   the  tincture  in  about  a  fluid 
j  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract  of  cinchona,  with  a 
proper  proportion  of  water. 

Where  there  is  torpidity  of  the  liver  small  dose? 
of  calomel  and  opium  do  very  well.  The  sixth  of 
a  grain  of  each  rubbed  up  with  white  sugar,  and 
giveu  every  hour,  has  in  my  hands  proved  well 
suited  to  some  cases;  or,  when  obtainable,  the 
hyd.  cum  cretse  seems  well  suited  either  alone  or 
in  combination.  But  preferable  to  all  is  a  combi- 

nation of  pil.  hydrarg.  and  quinine. 
When  there  is  much  pain  in  the  abdomen  a 

sinapism  seldom  fails  to  relieve  it.  If  it  is  local- 
ized a  few  dry  cups  over  the  spot  will  do  well. 

Turpentine  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen  or  flannel.-? 
moistened  with  it  and  laid  upon  the  part  answer 
well,  and  the  ol.  terbinth.  administered  internally 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  efficacious  reme- 

dies. Injections  of  starch  and  laudanum  or  (as 
starch  is  seldom  obtainable)  of  farina  and  lauda- 

num are  sometimes  employed  with  success.  An 
infusion  of  the  blackberry-root  or  a  decoction  of 
white-oak  bark  may  be  tried  with  benefit  in  some 
cases. 

Aside  from  the  purely  medical  treatment  much 
can  be  done.  Attention  to  diet  is  all  important. 
If  a  scorbutic  taint  exists  (and  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  often  does  exist,  although  entirely  unsuspected; 
give  the  patient  plenty  of  fresh  vegetables.  Po- 

tatoes and  onions  are  usually  the  only  vegetables 
obtainable,  but  with  them  one  need  not  desire  a 
greater  variety.  In  lieu  of  the  coffee  which  the 
patient  has  been  drinking  give  him  lemonade,  and 
if  the  diarrhoea  has  its  origin  in  a  scorbutic  state 
of  system  a  marked  improvement  will  soon  take 

place. 
If  the  case  is  a  bad  one  be  careful  to  keep  up 

the  patient's  strength.  In  the  latter  stages  give  him 
beef  tea  and  egg-nogg.  The  latter  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  to  these  dysenteric  cases,  butunfortunately 
in  the  field  eggs  are  too  often  unobtainable. 
Whiskey  and  quinine  in  liberal  doses  sometimes 
has  an  excellent  effect. 

In  this  division  we  have,  during  the  last  three 
months,  selected  the  worst  cases  of  camp  diarrhoea, 
and  sent  them  home  on  twenty  days  furlough. 
The  result  has  been  most  gratifying.  A  large 
majority  of  those  sent  home  have  returned  in  a 
very  much  improved  state  of  health,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  many  men  have  thus  been  saved  to  the 
service  who,  had  they  remained  in  the  camp,  would 
have  died  or  been  discharged. 

In  those  cases  where  diarrhoea  is  complicated 
with  home-sickness  Cand  let  me  here  assure  the 
reader  that  home-sickness  is  a  disease  of  camp,  as 
much  as  typhoid  fever),  so  this  appears  to  be  the 
only  remedy.    Thanks  to  the  admirable  system  of 
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plication is  now  seldom  met  with  in  this  army. 

From  the  extraordinarily  successful  results  at- 
tendant upon  the  furloughed  cases  of  diarrhoea  in 

this  division,  I  think  it  can  be  very  safely  assumed 
that  no  surgeon  in  the  field  is  warranted  in  dis- 

charging from  the  service  a  patient  with  this  dis- 
►^ase  until  after,  as  a  dernier  resort  perhaps,  he  has 
tried  the  effect  of  a  furlough.  Every  man  saved 
to  the  service  counts  considerably  when  the  grand 
aggregate  is  concerned,  and  if  a  furlough  is  the 
only  means  to  accomplish  the  desirable  end  let  it 
be  tried  by  all  means. 

Observations  on 
NEBVOUS  DEAFJSTESS. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

Introduction. 

At  the  request  of  your  committee,'^  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  bring  together  the  most  recent  and 

important  facts  in  regard  to  one  of  the  obscure 
diseases  of  the  human  ear,  namely,  ' '  Nervous 
Deafness,"  and  those  doubtful  matters  concerning 
it  which  are  open  for  discussion  and  elucidation 
by  the  members  of  the  society. 

Definition. 

By  "Nervous  Deafness"  is  generally  understood 
"a  diseased  condition  or  impaired  function  of  the 
auditory  nerve,"  but  in  my  judgment  it  should 
also  include  the  nerves  which  supply  the  external 
ear — membrana,  tympani  and  middle  ear.  The 
term  nervous  in  a  truly  scientific  sense  is  not  cor- 

rect, but  it  is  the  best  term  we  have  at  present  for 
indicating  the  probable  origin  of  this  form  of  deaf- 
ness. 

Etiology. 

This  disease,  like  scrofulosis  or  phthisis  pul- 
monalis,  is  the  result  of  hereditary  taint,  being 
c  ommunicated  from  parent  to  child.  In  one  family 
consisting  of  two  sisters  and  one  brother,  every 
member  was  deaf,  in  another  two,  and  in  a 
third  there  was  one  deaf  in  the  family,  for  three 
generations.  Sedgwicky  has  observed  that  a  sur- 

gical instrument  maker  aged  twenty-nine  years, 
became  deaf  like  his  father  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  Dr.  Camp  lias  informed  him  of  a  case 
occurring  in  his  practice  of  nervous  deafness  affec- 
linga  father  and  son.  One  of  the  most  common 
occasional  causes  is  cold  more  especially  applied 
to  the  head  uncovered,  or  hy  sudden  force  to  the 
•'ars.  Heat  from  the  sun,  when  the  head  is  ex- 

posed, or  with  but  a  slight  covering,  more  especi- 

*Read  hj  rcfjuest  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical Society,  .laniiary  14,  180:3,  Hince  which  time  a  few  additional observationH  have  hoen  added  to  it. 
I  fM-d^'wick  on  tho  Influence  of  iiex  in  Iloroditary  Disease; 

B.  k  F.  Medico-CLirurg.  Kcview,  April,  1803,  pp.  4.07,  450. 

ally,  if  the  system  is  exhausted,  producing  coup  de 
soleil  and  deafness,  from  the  congestion  of  the 
brain.  Then  we  have  the  reflex  influence  of  con- 

vulsions in  adults  or  children,  or  from  apoplexy  or 
paralysis  producing  pressure,  congestion,  inflam- 

mation or  atrophy  of  the  seventh  pair  of  nerves 
or  its  branches.  Then  follow  direct  injuries  from 
blows  or  falls  upon  the  ear  of  a  severe  character 
producing  concussion  of  the  nerves. 

Another  prolific  cause  is  the  poison  of  typhus, 
typhoid,  and  scarlet  fevers ;  rheumatism,  gout, 
measles  or  mumps,  intermittent  fever,  hysteria, 
epilepsy  and  syphilis  are  occasional  causes. 

We  have  also  this  form  of  deafness  symptomatic 
or  associated  with  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs. 
It  is  likewise  the  result  of  old  age. 

Frequency  of  the  Disease. 
Kramek  states  that  out  of  2000  patients  1074  were 

classed  as  affections  of  the  auditory  nerve  (see  ta- 
ble,"^) while  in  Wild's  table  of  2385  cases,  only  244 

were  true  cases  of  "nervous  deafness."  In  the 
still  later  table  of  Trequet,  of  1 63  only  46  were  truly 
nervous.  Toynbeb  publishes  200  cases  of  deafness 
and  only  about  35  or  36  of  nervous  are  given,  still 

*The  accompanying  table  is  from  a  more  recent  work  of 
Kramer,  and  shows  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  cases  of  ner- vous deafness. 

Tabulai'  View  of  1000  Cases  of 
Ear  Diseases. 

496  with  ear  sounds,  504  without. 

DISEASES  OF  EXTERNAL  EAR. 

Diseases  of  Ear  Cartilage  
1.  Inflammation  of  corium,  acute.... 
2.  "  "  chronic. 
3.  "  cellular  tissue... 
4.  cartilage  

Diseases  of  Meatus. 
5.  Inflammation  of  upper  skin  
6.  "  corium  
7.  "  cellular  tissue. 
8.  "  periosteum  

Diseases  of  Membrane  Ti/mpani. 
9.  Inflammation,  acute  , 

10.  luilamniation,  chronic — a.  Simple  
b.  With  perforation  — c.  With  i)olypi  
d.  With  both  

DISEASES  OF  MIDDLE  EAR. 

11.  Inflnrnmation,  catarrhal — n.  Without  exudation  
h.  With  free  exudation  
c.  With  free  and  interstitial  do.  ., 
d.  With  interstitial  exudation  

12.  Otalgia..  
i;j.  Sounds  without  hardness  of  hearing 

DISEASES  OF  INTERNAL  EAR. 
14.  Inflammation,  acute  l.**.  "  chronic  
Ifi.  Nervous  deafness  
17.  Deaf-muteness,  acquired  ... 
18.  "  congenital. 
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he  considers  that  the  ' '  nervous  apparatus  which  re- 
ceives the  sonorous  undulations  from  the  tympa- 

num and  conveys  them  to  the  brain— one  of  the 
most  delicate  structures  in  the  human  body — is 
liable  to  many  functional  and  organic  derange- 

ments." The  proportion  of  "deafness"  in  the 
community  is  about  15  cases  in  575  persons  suf- 
ering  from  ordinary  diseases  unfitting  them  for 
military  duty ;  such  is  my  careful  observation 
while  serving  as  surgeon  appointed  by  the  Grover- 
nor  of  Pennsylvania  to  inspect  and  examine  those 
persons  claiming  exemption  from  the  draft. 

Of  some  fourteen  hundred  cases  of  ear  disease 
which  I  have  treated  in  the  Howard  Hospital  and 
in  private  practice,  I  find  that  the  proportion  of 
cases  in  which  there  was  no  lesion  of  the  external 
or  middle  ear  is  about  twenty  in  one  thousand. 

Influence  of  Sex. 
In  Kramer's  table  we  find  581  are  males  and 

447  females.  In  Wild's  the  sexes  are  nearly  equal, 
while  Triquet  had  18  females  and  28  males.  These 
statistics  disprove  the  generally  received  opinion 
that  females  are  more  affected  than  males  with 
nervous  diseases. 

Physiology. 
The  auditory  nerve  or  portio  mollis  of  the  sev- 

enth pair  has  its  origin  from  the  medulla  oblon- 
gata by  two  roots.  The  labyrinth  receives  nerves 

from  no  other  source  than  the  portio  mollis,  unless 
we  suppose  the  portio  intermedia  to  consist  of  fila- 

ments from  the  facial,  which  accompany  the  rami- 
fications of  that  nerve  into  that  part  of  the  ear. 

Mr.  Bowman,  considers  "that  the  portio  mollis 
is  the  nerve  of  hearing  and  that  it  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  following  arguments  : — 1.  The  dis- 

tribution of  the  nerve  to  the  internal  ear,  to  which 
no  other  nerve  of  any  importance  is  distributed. 
2.  Its  softness  of  texture  and  cerebriform  charac- 

ter which  distinguish  it  from  ordinary  nerves  of 
sensation  or  motion.  3.  Diseased  states  of  it,  or 
of  parts  immediately  near  its  origin,  affect  the 
sense  of  hearing,  whilst  a  paralytic  state  of  the 
portio  dura  or  of  the  fifth  does  not  affect  the 
sense."  I  do  not  consider  this  argument  of  Mr. 
Bowman's  entirely  conclusive,  as  the  accessory  ner- 

vous apparatus  plays  a  most  important  and  neces- 
sary part  in  this  function.  We  find  its  analogy  in 

the  eye.  "If  the  supra-orbital  branch  is  cut,  vision 
will  often  be  lost,  while  the  optic  is  not  injured  ; 
so,  also,  injury,  pressure,  inflammation  of  the 
branches  of  the  tympanic  nerve  of  Jacobson, 
from  the  glosso-pharyngeal,  and  from  the  otic 
ganglion,  produce  loss  of  hearing  of  "  nervous 
character"  and  only  affecting  the  auditory  nerve 
secondarily,  or  by  reflex  action. 

The  tympanum  receives  branches  from  the  facial 
and  glosso-pharyngeal,  and  probably  from  the 
sympathetic. 
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The  facial,  in  its  passage  through  the  aqueduct 
of  Fallopius  gives  off  the  chorda  tympani,  which 
according  to  Mr.  Bowman,  seems  to  have  no  phy- 

siological connection  with  the  tympanum  or  its  con- 
tents. Yet  it  has  a  connection,  if  we  admit,  with 

Arnold  that  there  is  an  anastomosis  between  the 
acoustic  nerve  and  the  nerve  of  Wrisberg  into 
which  the  chorda  tympani  continues.  The  chorda 
tympani  passes  along  the  membran  tympani  and 
if  we  pass  a  moderately  strong  inductioti  current 
into  the  ear,  the  patient  will  experience  a  peculiar 
sound  and  a  painful  sensation  of  sticking  in  the  ear, 
and  a  drawing-together  sensation  in  the  anterior  half 
of  the  tongue.  Duchenne,  Erdmann,  Baierlacher, 
and  other  observers,  think  that  this  sensation  in 
the  tongue  is  produced  by  the  galvanic  irritation  of 
the  chorda  tympani,  which,  passing  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  membrana  tympani,  joins,  immedi- 

ately after  its  exit  by  the  glasserian  fissure,  the 
lingual  branch  of  the  fifth.  These  two  nerves  do  not 
lie  together  in  one  but  are  connected  by  filaments 
throughout  their  whole  course. 

The  stapedius  muscle  also  receives  a  branch 
from  the  facial  nerve.  The  anastomosis  of  Jacob- 
son,  results  from  the  subdivision  of  the  tympanic 
branch  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve,  which  en- 

ters the  cavity  of  the  tympanum  below,  and  pass- 
ing over  the  promontory,  gives  off  branches  to  the 

membranes  of  the  fenestra  and  eustachian  tube, 
and  to  the  otic  ganglion. 

A  branch  is  described  by  Arnold  as  proceeding 
from  the  otic  ganglion  to  the  tensor  tympani 
muscle. 

The  external  ear  is  supplied  by  the  facial  nerve 
as  regards  its  muscular  apparatus,  and  by  the  fifth, 
pair,  as  regards  its  sentient  surfaces. 

[To  be  continued.] 

Hospital  Reports. 

Medical  Clinic  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 

February  jth,  1863. 

Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Ifood,  Resident  Physician. 
PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMEN. 

Mania-a-Potu. 
The  class  were  first  shown  the  brain  of  a  man  dead 

of  mania-a-potu.    It  was  highly  congested,  and  a 
large  amount  of  effusion  existed  at  its  base.    On  the 
upper  surface  the  membranes  were  somewhat  oj^aque 
but  there  was  no  well  marked  inlhimmatiou.  There 

j  was  no  fluid  in  the  ventricles.    The  brain  substance was  not  soltcued. 

Mania-a-Potu. 
Tlic  first  case  presented  was  J.  G.,  aged  Gl,  native 

of  Ireland.    He  entered  the  medical  wards  February 
4th,  suffering  with  acute  dysentery  ;  on  the  5th  pucu- 
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[Vol.  X. monia  snperyened,  and  on  the  6tli  delirium  tremens 
vas  added  to  tlie  list  of  liis  ailments. 

It  was  remarked,  that  his  tongue  has  now  only  a 
thin  whitish  fur,  but,  when  he  entered,  was  coated 
with  a  thick  yellowish  deposit,  especially  along  the 
central  line.  His  pupils  are  contracted.  His  skin 
dry  but  not  hot.  His  pulse  is  feeble  and  120 ;  his 
breathing  28  per  minute,  making  the  pulse  ratio 
about  1  to  4.30.  Percussion  over  the  left  lung  pos- 

teriorly is  very  dull.  Auscultation  reveals  sharp, 
distinct,  tubular  breathing,  Avith  some  crepitation 
over  nearly  the  whole  of  the  left  side  posteriorly. 
His  sputa  is  rusty  colored  but  not  very  tenacious. 
He  is  incessantly  engaged  in  an  incoherent  aimless 
talk,  and  restlessly  endeavors  to  get  out  of  bed. 

This  is  a  typical  case  of  one  form  of  mania-a-potu. 
His  delirium  is  very  busy  and  good  natured,  and  en- 

tirely free  from  violence.  There  is  a  certain  amount 
of  intelligence  but  no  power  of  coDcentration.  Speak 
to  him  and  he  will  commence  to  answer  you  in  a  per- 

fectly rational  manner,  and  then  perchance  in  an  in- 
stant he  is  wandering.  There  is  associated  with  this 

a  very  great  deal  of  of  restlessness,  necessitating 
forcible  restraint  at  night  to  prevent  him  from  roam- 

ing about  the  wards.  Oftiraes  these  cases  are  haunted 
by  visions,  which  persecute  them  until  they  are 
ready  to  leap  out  of  the  Avindow  to  escape  the  crea- 

tions of  their  disordered  fancies,  but  this  man  mani- 
fests no  fear.  This  case  is  complicated  with  pneu- 

monia and  acute  dysentery,  which  make  the  chances 
of  his  recovery  very,  very  slight.  In  a  man  of  his 
age  either  of  the  three  are  a  dangerous  disease,  but 
together  they  form  a  trio  almost  certainly  unconquer- 

able. It  may  be  asked,  why  did  the  delirium  tremens 
come  on  after  the  other  maladies  ?  Was  there  any  re- 

lation of  cause  and  effect  ?  Yes,  this  far,  they  so 
weaken  the  nervous  system  as  to  develop  an  attack, 
the  seeds  of  which,  already  planted,  might  not  have 
germinated  at  this  time,  had  it  not  been  for  their  fos- 

tering influences.  The  indications  as  to  treatment 
are,  to  arrest  the  dysentery,  check  the  inflammation 
of  the  lung,  and  especially  to  quiet  the  nervous  sys- 

tem and  obtain  sleep.  For  seventy-two  hours  he  has 
kept  unbroken  vigils  and  he  must  soon  die  exhausted, 
if  they  are  not  interrupted.  Opium  best  fulfllls  these 
indications.  Notwithstanding  the  many  innovations 
which  have  lately  been  made,  whisky  and  opium 
are  in  this  house  by  far  the  most  reliable,  and  indeed 
the  only  reliable  means  of  combatting  mania-a-potu. 
The  treatment  of  this  man  since  he  entered  the  house 
Las  been  as  follows  : 

February  2d  he  was  prescribed  : 
^    Opii,  gr.  viij. 

Pil.  hydrarg.,  gr.  xij.  ■ 
Camphone,  gr.  xviij.  M. 

Fiant  pil.  xij.    Sig,,  One  every  three  hours. Milk  diet. 
February  4th,  he  was  ordered  6  ff  of  whisky 

punch  and  xij  f^  of  beef  essence.  From  this  time 
hie  stimulants  have  been  rapidly  increased,  until  now 
he  is  taking  Avhisky  punch  (iialf  and  half)  f^  iss. 
and  beef  essence  f^j  every  hour. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  5tli  his  pills  were  discon- 
tinued and  G  f^  of  blood  were  taken  from  his  lungs 

by  cups,  and  he  was  ordered  : 
I^    Liq.  ammon.  acet.,  fs'V. 

Syr.  ficilhf, 
Syr.  ipecac,  aa  f^j.  M. 

Sig.  Half  ounce  every  three  hours. 
In  the  niglit  he  was  given  100  drops  of  laudanum  by 

injection. 
On  the  morning  of  the  Gtli  lie  was  prescribed  : 

\\    Opii,  gr.  xij. 
Cainplior.,  gr.  viij.  M. 

Fiant  pil.  xij.    Sig.,  One  every  liour. 
At  the  night  visit  these  pills  were  stopped  and  he 

was  ordered.     JJq.  morphia;  sulphates  f^j  every 
second  hour  until  six  doses  would  be  taken  or  sleep 

obtained.  He  has  taken  all  of  these  several  hours 
since  but  has  not  slept. 

Was  the  blue  mass  given  in  the  beginning,  proper? 
Yes.  It  was  not  used  as  antiphlogistic,  but  as  an  al- 

j  terative  and  hepatic  stimulant.    The  yellow,  foul 
j  tongue  as  we  have  before  seen,  marks  the  case  of 
I  dysentery  requiring  mercurials.    The  camphor  was 
j  given  partly  for  its  knoAvn  effect  on  an  inflammed 
j  intestine,  and  partly  to  combat  the  nervous  symp- i  toms.    Now  the  question  may  arise  in  the  minds  of 
I  some — did  not  the  inflammation  of  the  lung  forbid 
j  the  use  of  so  much  opium  1    No !  I  do  not  believe !  that  there  is  so  much  to  be  feared  from  the  astringent 
effect  as  some  teach.    Cases  of  pneumoniahave  been 
treated  very  successfully  in  this  house  with  opium 
alone.    And  when  it  is  complicated  with  mania-a- 
potu,  the  drug  is  the  sheet  anchor  to  save  the  patient 

i  from  drifting  on  to  the  rocks  of  destruction.  His 
stimulants  will  be  continued. 

Ascites. 

Two  negroes  very  similarly  affected  wei-e  next  pre- 
j  sented  to  the  class.    The  one  had  been  before  the 
I  clinic  on  the  24th  and  28th  of  January  with  dropsy 
[  connected  with  hepatic  and  cardiac  disease.    He  had 
!  improved  under  treatment,  but  was  still  much  swollen. 
I  The  other  was  W.  C,  aged  22.    He  came  in  the 
I  house  several  months  since,  laboring  under  a  severe 
j  attack  of  pneumonia,  from  which  he  recovered  in  two 
j  Aveeks.    Since  then  he  has  been  under  treatment  for 
j  the  relief  of  his  dropsy.    It  Avas  remarked,  that  as 
j  Avas  the  practice  before  this  class,  the  most  pi*omi- nent  symptom  would  first  be  discussed,  and  then 
whatever  may,  naturally  follow.    His  abdomen  is 
greatly  enlarged  and  the  marked  fluctuation  evident 
on  palpitation  decides  that  this  is  owing  to  ascites. 
His  loAver  extremities  are  also  dropsical.    His  liver 
is  about  normal  in  size.    The  spleen  also  is  not  in- 

creased.   His  tongue  is  slightly  coated  Avith  a  yel- 
loAvish  fur.  There  is  no  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium. 
Nor  indeed  anywhere  over  the  abdomen.    His  appe- 

tite is  not  good,  but  Avhat  he  does  eat  he  digests 
!  readily.    The  action  of  the  heart  is  increased  and 
I  there  is  a  very  faint  systolic  murmur.    In  the  lungs 
,  posteriorly  are  heard  numerous  rather  fine  moist  rales. 
His  pulse  is  98  and  feeble.    His  respirations  are  32 

\  per  minute.    His  urine  is  free  from  albumen.  Its 
sp.  gr.  is  1022. [Here  the  hour  having  expired  the  case  was  left over  for  the  next  clinic.  1 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Reported  by  J.  E.  Owens,  M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon. 
Amputation  of  Toe. 

Tavo  patients  were  exhibited  to  the  class.  One 
shoAved  the  result  of  an  operation  performed  thirty- 
one  days  ago,  for  removing  the  outer  three  toes  at 
their  metatarso-phalangeal  articulation,  and  at  the 
same  time,  a  small  portion  of  the  outer  metatarsal 
bone.  The  wound  has  healed  entirely  by  the  first 
intention.  The  removal  of  a  small  portion  ol  the  outer 
metatarsal  bone,  Avas  done  Avith  the  vicAV  of  making 
a  rounded  stump,  instead  of  a  square  one.  The 
patient  Avill  now  wear  a  boot  much  better  than  he 
Avould,  liad  he  a  sciuarc  stump. 

The  other  exliibited  the  result  of  the  remoA'al  of 
the  distal  phalanx  of  the  great  toe.  The  greater  part 
of  the  wound  has  healed  by  the  first  intention. 

Bitten  Finger. 

MakyD.,  aged  45.    Injury  to  little  fingei*,  the  re- 
sult of  the  lute  of  the  human  sul)ject,  followed  by 

erysipelas.    The  patient  received  the  injury  three 
Aveeks  ago.    There  is  at  present  violent  inflammatiou 



1863.] HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

73 

extending  as  far  as  the  wrist ;  the  extremity  of  the 
second  phalanx  is  protruding,  and  it  is  in  a  state  of 
necrosis  ;  there  is  also  nrncli  swelling  of  the  finger 
and  hand ;  the  pain  is  considerable.  The  latter  came 
on  immediately ;  the  swelling  began  two  or  three 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury  ;  the  old  integu- 

ments hang,  ready  to  drop  from  the  finger.  We 
must  not  suppose  that  there  is  anythingpoisonous  in 
the  bite  of  our  own  species  or  in  that  of  the  lower 
animals.  The  bite  of  a  horse,  of  a  rat,  and  also  of 
the  human  subject  is  frequently  followed  by  the  most 
violent  inflammation,  often  resulting  in  the  death  of 
the  bones,  anchylosis  of  joints,  and  sometimes  the 
death  of  the  patient.  The  loss  of  an  arm  has  re- 

sulted from  the  bite  of  the  human  subject.  Inflam- 
mation of  the  lymphatics  and  enlargement  of  their 

glands  often  result  from  such  injuries.  The  former 
is  evidenced  by  the  red  lines  extending  up  the  limb 
to  the  lymphatic  glands.  These  results  are  especially 
liable  to  follow,  when  the  patient  is  in  an  excited 
condition,  when  the  secretions  are  disordered,  or 
when  the  digestive  powers  are  impaired.  These 
violent  symptoms  are  not,  as  above  mentioned,  the 
result  of  any  poison  communicated  to  the  wound  ; 
but  they  are  owing  to  the  contused  and  lacerated 
character  of  the  injury  itself.  Such  symptoms  gen- 

erally come  on  within  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours. 
In  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  we  must  first  wash 
out  the  wound  thoroughly  Avith  cold  or  tepid  water  ; 
then  use  the  ordinary  antiphlogistic  means  for  com- 

batting inflammation.  If  there  is  erysipelas,  use 
iodine,  acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  and  restrict  the 
diet ;  if  there  is  gangrene,  puncture  the  vesicles  ; 
swelling  and  tension  being  great,  make  free  incisions. 
In  this  case  the  tissues  over  the  second  phalanx  are 
incised,  the  scalpel  grazing  the  bone,  part  of  which 
is  in  a  state  of  necrosis.  Provided  there  remains  a 
reproduced  part  of  the  periosteum,  a  portion  of  the 
bone  will  be  saved.  As  there  is  considerable  fetor, 
the  flaxseed  poultice  should  be  medicated  with  Labar- 
eaque's  solution. 

March  26th.  This  case  is  now  and  has  been  for 
sometime  past,  in  a  condition  to  be  amputated,  but 
the  patient  will  not  submit  to  an  operation. 

Abscess  in  the  Anus. 
John  B.,  aged  29.  This  patient  was  operated  on 

for  flstule  on  the  left  side  of  the  rectum,  two  months 
ago.  The  operation  was  successful.  On  the  right 
side  of  the  buttock  near  the  verge  of  the  anus,  a 
swelling  is  observed.  This  swelling  was  first  noticed 
four  days  ago  ;  the  head  has  pain,  on  which  account 
he  cannot  sleep  ;  there  is  discoloration  of  the  skin 
over  and  around  the  tumefaction ;  symptoms  all 
denote  inflammation.  The  part  burns  and  throbs. 
The  tongue  is  somewhat  coated.  The  patient,  in  a 
word,  has  an  abscess  in  the  part,  a  disease  to  which 
the  celludo-adipose  substance  around  the  anus  is  very 
liable.  An  abscess  occurring  in  this  situation  may  be 
of  two  kinds — one  strumous — the  other  phlegmonous. 
In  the  former  the  symptoms  are  mild,the  patient  being 
scarcely  conscious  of  any  morbid  action ;  in  the  lat- 

ter case,  the  symjitoms  are  well  marked,  having  all 
the  evidences  of  inflammation.  In  phlegmonous 
abscess,  the  disease  advances  rapidly ;  in  the  stru- 

mous, on  the  other  hand,  its  progress  is  very  tax'dy. 
In  this  case  a  free  opening  must  be  made,  lest  the  in- 

flammation destroy  the  tissues,  and  eventually  lead 
to  anal  flstule.  In  the  incipient  stages  of  the  disease, 
we  must,  of  course,  use  the  various  antiphlogistic 
means,  with  the  view  of  repelling  it,  such  as  leeches, 
purgatives,  anodynes  and  astringent  lotions. 

A  free  opening  having  been  made  in  tlie  abscess,  a 
flaxseed  poultice  medicated  with  a  solution  of  lead 
and  laudanum  sliould  be  applied. 

The  diet  must  be  restricted,  and  the  patient  may 
take  the  following  mixture  : 

^    Antim.  et  potas.  tart.,        gr.  iss. 
M agues,  sulph,,  fj. 
Tinct.  verat.  virid.,  gtt.xxir. 
Aquae  ciunam.,  ^v. 
Syr.  simplicis,  §j.  M. 

Sig.,  One  tablespoonful  every  three  hours. 
March  26th.    This  patient  is  ready  to  be  dis- charged, 

Fistula  in  the  Anus. 

Caleb  B.,  aged  49.  The  parts  are  riddled,  in  con- 
sequence of  sinuses  extending  in  various  directions. 

The  affected  structures  are  laid  open  and  scraped 
with  the  handle  of  the  acalpel  in  order  to  destroy  the 
exhuberant  granulations.  There  is  in  this  case,  a 
predisposition  to  phthisis.  Let  the  bowels  be  locked 
up  for  a  few  days,  and  keep  the  sides  of  the  wound 
separated  with  lint. 

March  26th.  The  wound  is  not  yet  healed,  but  it 
is  improving  under  the  use  of  nitric  acid  lotion,  in 
the  proportion  of  five  drops  to  the  ounce  of  water. 
The  patient  is  taking  cod-liver  oil,  quinine,  good  diet 
and  milk  punch. 

Frosted  Feet. 

1.  Eichard  W.,  aged  67.  The  patient  has  been  at 
work  on  a  vessel.  He  does  not  know  whether  or  not 
his  feet  were  wet.  They  however,  felt  cold,  but 
did  not  annoy  him  much  at  the  time.  After  work 

he  went  home,  took  ofi"  his  boots  and  went  to  ted, 
his  feet  feeling  somewhat  numbed  ;  but  they  were  not 
cold.  This  happened  one  week  ago.  Next  morning, 
he  went  to  work  as  usual,  his  feet  feeling  a  little  sore. 
The  soreness  increased.  On  the  third  day,  they  were 
swollen  and  blistered.  Both  dry  and  wet  cold  pro- duce effects  similar  to  those  of  burns.  The  first  effect 
of  dry  cold  is  a  sense  of  numbness  and  weight,  with 
a  peculiar  tingling,  the  parts  having  a  reddish  ap- 

pearance. The  parts  at  length  become  stiff  and  per- 
fectly insensible.  The  blood  retreating  from  the 

surface,  leaves  it  pale.  Sometimes,  when  the  cold  is 
suddenly  applied,  and  very  intense,  the  surface  ex- 

hibits a  mottled  appearance,  depending  upon  the 
presence  of  coagulated  blood  in  the  superficial  veins. 
The  effects  of  moist  cold  are  very  similar  to  those  of 

dry  cold. Vesicles  finally  appear,  filled  with  a  yellow  or  sero- 
sanguinolent  fluid.  Frost  bites  sometimes  result  in 
gangrene.  In  this  case  the  gangrene  is  superficial, 
involving  the  skin,  together  Avith  the  substaneous 
cellular  tissue  of  the  toes.  The  swelling  extends 
above  the  ankles. 

March  26th.  This  patient  is  very  nearly  well  and 
will  be  fit  to  be  discharged  in  a  few  days.  Stimula- 

ting lotions  have  been  used  alternately  with  poultices 
medicated  with  acetate  of  lead. 

2.  John  E.,  aged  68.  The  patient  was  frost-bitten 
fifteen  years  ago,  but  did  not  suffer  much  inconve- 

nience until  about  ten  days  ago,  when,  in  consequence 
of  exposure  at  night,  his  feet  became  wet  and  very 
cold.  The  large  toe  of  the  left  foot  in  this  case  is 
entirely  desti'oyed.  The  feet  are  much  swollen,  as 
well  as  the  lower  portions  of  the  legs.  Some  of  the 
muscles  are  still  alive.  A  line  of  demarkation  seems 
about  forming.  Except  its  anterior  and  inner  pro- 
tion,  and  the  large  toe,  the  left  foot  may  be  saved. 
There  is  a  pent  up  fluid  in  the  dorsum  of  the  foot, 
which  is  found  to  be  pus.  The  fetor  is  intense.  The 
patient  has  no  pain  ;  his  appetite  is  good  ;  he  sleeps 
well ;  his  tongue  is  somewhat  coated. 

In  this  aff"ection  the  circulation  and  sensibility  are more  or  less  impaired.  The  indication  then  is  to 
bring  the  affected  parts  gradually  to  their  normal 
condition,  by  restoring  this  impaired  circulation  and 
sensibility.  In  order  to  effect  this,  the  parts  must 
first  be  immersed  in  iced-Avater,  or  very  gently  rubbed 
with  sno^,  the  friction  being  made  as  lightly  as  pos- 

sible, lest  over-action  be  produced,  in  structures 
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which  are  already  much  weakened.  All  warm  appli- 

cations must  be'refrained  from.  The  patient  must not  even  he  placed  in  a  warm  room. 
As  soon  as  the  natural  temperature  is  in  some 

deg;ree  restored,  slio-htlv  stimulating  embrocations  or dilute  spirits,  etc.,  should  be  resorted  to,  such  as  soap 
liniment  and  spirits  of  camphor.  The  patient  may 
now  be  placed  in  a  warm  room,  but  not  near  the  fire. 
If  the  local  reaction  be  severe,  astringent  and  cool- 

ing lotions  sho.uld  be  used.  If  there  be  incipient 
mortification  one  of  the  best  applications  will  be 
tincture  of  iodine.  Fetor  is  allayed  by  the  chlorides, 
and  the  sloughs,  as  soon  as  they  become  detached, 
must  be  removed.  If  there  be  pent  up  fluid,  let  it 
out ;  if  pain,  use  anodynes  ;  attend  to  the  secretions 
and  diet ;  if  there  is  much  discharge  and  the  patient 
is  weak,  administer  milk  punch,  iron  and  quinine. 
In  such  cases  when  should  amputation  be  performed? 
In  the  majority,  not  at  all.  Nature  is  the  best  sur- 

geon, and  every  operation  must  be  refrained  from 
until  there  is  a  well-marked  line  of  demarkation  ;  and 
even  then,  the  use  of  the  knife  is  liable  to  be  fol- 

lowed by  pyemia,  erysipelas,  or  a  recurrence  of  gan- 
grene. It  is  Dr.  Gross's  experience  that,  when  the 

knife  is  used,  the  eS'ects  are  generally  injurious.  In the  former  case,  which  is  comparatively  a  mild  one, 
we  will  apply  poultices,  medicated  with  lead  water. 
In  the  ease  before  us,  apply  locally  poultices  with 
lead  and  laudanum,  with  free  use  of  chlorinated  soda. 
Give  the  patient  quinine,  iron  and  milk  punch. 

March  26th.  This  patient  has  been,  from  the  time 
of  his  admission  into  the  ward,  on  the  supporting 
treatment.  In  consequence  of  the  frost  bite,  he  be- 

came much  exhausted.  Nevertheless,  the  condition 
of  his  feet  began  to  improve,  and  on  the  2ith,  when 
we  last  saw  him,  his  feet  were  nearly  well.  The  two 
phalanges  and  metatarsal  bone  of  the  great  toe  of 
the  left  foot  are  gone.  About  three  weeks  ago,  a 
phlegmonous  abscess  made  its  appearance  in  the 
breast.  This  Avas  attended  with  profuse  suppuration 
and  in  consequence  of  this,  together  with  the  ex- 

haustion from  his  original  aflliction,  he  sank  and died  March  25th. 

Editorial  Department. 
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IX.  Iritis. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  prompt  means  of  sub- 
duing acute  inflammation  of  the  iris,  than  the  cvac-  \ 

nation  of  the  aqueous  humor.    The  relief  is  nearly 
always  almost  instantaneous,  the  supra-orbital  pains  j 
cease  often  as  by  enchantment.    One  or  two  sittings  ! 
for  evacuations  are  always  sufficient  to  banish  the  j 
recrudescences  of  iritis.    Until  then  the  pupil  will  j 
prove  refractory  to  atropine,  i)Ut  immediately  after- 

ward will   dilate  rapidly.     The  aqueous    humor  1 

hardly  ever  runs  out  limpid ;  its  color  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  kind  of  iritis  ;  in  simple  iritis,  it  is  orange; 

more  deep  yet  in  color  when  the  iritis  is  accom- 
panied with  an  atfection  of  the  internal  part  of  the 

choroid  ;  if  the  iritis  has  assumed  the  serous  form, 
it  is  whitish,  albuminous,  like  light  oil.  Its  repro- 

duction in  acute  cases  is  rapid ;  at  each  sitting  the 
anterior  chamber  ought  to  be  evacuated  two  or  three 
times.  The  evacuations  cause  the  absorption  of  the 
dark  spots  that  are  frequently  met  on  the  lens  after 
the  dilation  of  the  pupil.  All  the  other  means  of 
arresting  iritis  must  not  be  neglected,  and  unless 
they  do  not  promptly  enough  afford  relief,  we  must 
not  recur  to  evacuations.  Nine  cases  are  reported  to 
illustrate  the  correctness  of  the  above  views. 

X.  Hypopion. 
It  is  evident  that  in  removing  the  pus  from  the 

anterior  chamber,  a  bad  complication  of  the  disease 
which  produced  it  is  overcome.  To  accomplish  this, 
a  puncture  a  little  larger  than  is  necessary  for  the 
evacuation,  simply  of  the  aqueous  humor,  is  made 
in  some  sloping  portion  of  the  corneal  circumference. 
No  attempts  must  be  made  to  remove  the  pus  that 
does  not  flow  out  spontaneously  with  the  aqueous 
humor,  unless  some  clots  too  large  to  pass  through 
the  incision  present  themselves.  The  removal  of 
the  pus  is  confided  to  the  aqueous  humor,  which  is 
evacuated  two  or  three  times  a  day,  as  may  be  neces- 

sary. Each  evacuation  carries  off  some  of  the  par- 
ticles of  pus,  until  all  is  removed.  Sometimes  it  is 

necessary  to  continue  the  evacuations  for  several 
weeks.  Fifteen  cases  are  reported,  which  demon- 

strate the  utility  of  this  bold  practice. 
XI.  Choroido-keratite  ;  Keratites  Ponctuees  et Interlamellaires. 

The  evacuations  are  found  quite  useful  in  all  these 
forms  of  disease,  partaking  more  or  less  of  an  in- 

flammatory character.  They  constitute  the  most 
efficacious  means  of  arresting  inflammation  and 
regulating  the  circulation  and  the  altered  nutrition 
of  the  cornea,  in  deep  and  interlameller  keratitis. 
In  deep  dotted  keratitis,  the  aqueous  humor  is  ob- 

scured, and  sometimes  more  or  less  tinted  with  red. 
It  is  cleared  in  proportion  as  the  symptoms  of  in- 

flammation diminish  in  intensity.  If  care  is  taken 
to  completely  evacuate  the  aqueous  humor  the  first 
sitting,  this  phenomenon,  in  consecutive  evacua- 

tions, is  not  repeated,  and  the  humor  itself  is  more 
limpid.  This  truly  local  treatment  need  not  exclude 
other  means,  but  it  solves  for  the  physician  one  of 
the  greatest  therapeutic  difficulties  :  the  treatment  of 
a  grave  local  inflammation,  resulting  from  general 
causes  demanding  a  restorative  treatment. 

Seventeen  cases  are  reported  to  establish  the  indi- 
cations in  these  diseases,  for  evacuations,  of  iridec- 

tomy, and  of  these  two  means  combined. 
XII.  Accidents  Consecutive  to  Operations,  etc. ; 
Evacuations  as  Preventive  and  Curative 
Means  of  these  Accidents. 
The  author  employs  this  treatment  in  the  long 

series  of  accidents  consecutive  to  internal  trauma- 
tism, in  acute  iridochoroiditis,  with  plastic  or  puru- 

lent effusion,  of  which,  softening  of  the  eye  is  almost 
the  only  termination,  and  hence,  has  placed  this 
method  among  the  series  of  general  treatment  con- 

secutive to  internal  operations. 
In  the  operation  of  iridectomy,  when  blood  is 

effused  in  the  anterior  chamber,  it  is  the  precept  to 
do  what  can  be  done  to  remove  it  ;  under  such  cir- 

cumstances, after  having  tried  to  evacuate  it  di- 
rectly, it  is  best  to  Avait  until  the  aqueous  humor  is 

reproduced  ;  and,  before  putting  the  patient  to  bed, 
three,  four,  or  more  evacuations  are  made,  and  to  be 
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repeated  several  times  during  the  day.  The  exces- 
sively rapid  absorption  of  the  clots  of  blood  is 

witnessed,  even  when  they  fill  the  entire  anterior 
chamber.  Every  time  that  this  accident  has  been 
thus  managed,  there  has  been  no  failure,  no  grave 
inflammation  consecutive  to  the  operation.  The 
hyphoema  is  not  by  itself  a  grave  matter,  when  care 
is  taken  to  counteract  the  ocular  congestion. 

LnsTEAB  Extraction  or  Cataeact. — This  treat- 
ment is  yet  more  generally  and  continuously  ap- 

plicable, principally  when  fragments  of  the  lens 
remain  behind  the  iris.  The  humor  is  evacuated 
one,  two,  or  three  times,  immediately  after  the 
operation,  and  repeated  afterwards,  evening  and 
morning,  unless  the  eye  is  thoroughly  quiet.  Atro- 

pine and  iced  compresses  are  added  to  the  treat- 
ment. 

After  the  operation  of  cataract  ty  extraction^  the 
iritis  being  more  or  less  acute,  the  pupil  manifesting 
a  disposition  to  close,  when  there  is  peri-corneal  in- 

jection, absorption  is  arrested  or  slow.  The  re- 
peated evacuations  will  arrest  these  disorders  of  the 

circulation  and  innervation.  It  is  sometimes  neces- 
sary to  persist  some  days,  and  make  two  or  three 

evacuations  a  day,  according  to  the  acuteness  of  the 
symptoms  ;  but,  ordinarily,  a  few  days  are  sufficient 
to  cure  the  malady.  The  funnel  shape  which  the 
iris  assumes  is  the  imminent  indication  of  this  com- 

mencement of  iritis. 
These  happy  applications  have  induced  the  author 

to  try  evacuations  in  the  grave  cases  of  irido-choroi- 
ditis,  consecutive  to  operations.  Whatever , period 
after  the  operation,  if  the  eye  has  not  entirely  healed, 
if,  on  opening  the  internal  angle  of  the  lids,  some 
tears  escape,  the  eye  is  examined,  and,  the  little  there 
is  to  fear  from  reaction,  the  stylet  is  introduced 
through  the  corneal  wound,  and  the  escape  of  the 
aqueous  humor  is  followed  by  the  cessation  of  pain. 
As  soon  as  a  little  chemosis,  puffing  of  the  upper  lid, 
or  of  trouble  of  the  anterior  chamber,  accomimnied 
or  not  by  pain,  more  or  less  severe,  indicate  the 
origin  of  ophthalmitis,  it  is  necessary  to  act  imme- 

diately. Twenty-five  cases  are  reported  by  our 
author,  showing  happy  results.  In  a  note  on  page 
312,  he  produces  the  significant  fact  that,  in  the  last 
four  years,  he  has  operated,  for  cataract,  three  hun- 

dred and  nineteen  times,  amongst  which  are  only 
twenty-eight  failures. 
XIII.  Tire  du  Memoire  de  M.  Reymond ;  (*)Opake Staphyloma  of  the  Cornea;  Procidentia  ot  the 

Iris ;  Ulceration  and  Softening  of  the  Cornea ; Pannus. 
1.  Opake  Staphyloma  of  the  Cornea  and  Kera- 

TOCOMES. — When  it  is  recent,  limited  in  its  period  of 
growth,  the  ordinary  means  must  first  be  tried : 
Punctures  and  repeated  evacuation  at  the  periphery 
of  the  cornea,  or  summit  of  the  tumor,  compression, 
cauterization,  according  to  the  method  of  Kichter. 
If  these  means  do  not  sufi3[ce,  iridectomy  must  be 
practised  soon,  which,  as  soon  as  the  following  day, 
is  ordinarily  followed  by  considerable  decrease  of  the 
tumor,  and  of  which  the  results  have  been  con- 

stantly happy  in  the  clinic  of  M.  Sperino,  even  with 
children.  The  operation  has  never  been  followed  by 
accidents,  and  there  have  been  no  immediate  re- 

lapses which  have  not  been  arrested  by  the  evacua- 
tions of  the  aqueous  humor.  Complete  cures  are 

sometimes  slow,  but  durable  efi'ccts  are  always  ob- tained. 
2.  Procidence  of  a  Grave  Character  or  the 

(*)  Iridectomia  sola  ad  associata  alle  evacuazioni  dell'  umor acquea  nella  cura  de  alcune  mallattie  coruealli,  ecc.  per  Carlo 
Eeymond.    Torino,  1862. 

Iris  Across  a  Large  Central  Destruction  of  the 
Cornea — Under  these  circi^imstanccs,  it  is  necessary 
to  remove  a  large  piece  of  the  iris,  but  not  of  the 
herniated  part.  An  incision  is  made  in  the  circum- 

ference of  the  cornea,  and  by  this  incision  the  iris  is 
seized  by  forceps  or  the  hook,  and  cut  off.  The  cen- 

tral tumor  disappears  immediately,  not  to  reappear 
until  after  the  reproduction  of  the  aqueous  humor. 
This  hernia  of  the  iris  is  caused  by  the  pressure  of- 
the  aqueous  humor,*  and  disappears  as  the  pressure is  removed.  The  author  here  gives  a  very  ingenious 
explanation  of  the  process  employed  by  nature  to 
bring  about  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer,  based  upon 
the  diminution  of  ocular  pressui^  by  iridectomy  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  aqueous  hmnor. 

3.  'grave  Ulcers  and  Softening  of  the  Cornea. 
— When  an  ulcer  or  extensive  softening  of  the  cor- 

nea is  manifestly  under  the  dependence  of  a  deep- 
seated,  glaucomatous  disease  of  the  eye,  iridectomy 
and  evacuations  of  the  aqueous  humor  are  indispen- 

sable, because  the  ordinary  means  cannot  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  malady.  The  same  is  required  in  a 
vast  and  profound  ulcer  menacing  perforation  or  ex- 

tensive softening  of  the  cornea,  with  chemosis,  endo- 
and  peri-orbital  pains,  getting  worse  in  spite  of  the 
ordinary  treatment ;  and  if  the  affection  has  already 
progressed  far  enough  to  render,  at  a  later  period, 
the  formation  of  an  artificial  pupil  necessary,  iridec- 

tomy, supported  by  the  evacuations,  must  be  resorted 
to.  The  ulcer  loses  its  tendency  to  burst,  the  pains 
promptly  cease,  the  injection  and  the  corneal  tumor soon  disappear. 

4.  Pannus  of  the  Cornea. — In  the  pannus  which 
follows  long  standing  conjunctivitis,  and  which  per- 

sists a  long  time  after  the  latter  has  disappeared,  iri- 
dectomy is  performed  in  the  portion  of  cornea  most 

transparent,  or  evacuations  where  there  is  no  central 
leucoma  and  the  cornea  is  not  too  thin.  At  the  end 
of  several  days  the  corneal  injection  diminishes,  the 
periorbital  pains  and  the  photophobia,  when  they 
exist,  disappear  ;  the  pupil  is  seen  behind  the  choroid 
cornea  ;  the  smallest  vessels  and  the  opacity  consid- 

erably diminish.  The  conjunctiva  yields  better  to 
local  applications,  and  the  palpebral  flux  to  collyrl- 
ums.  The  pustules  do  not  reappear,  at  least,  rarely. 
These  results  are  due,  says  the  author,  to  the  fact 
that  all  the  maladies  are  under  the  dependence  of 
inflammation  involving  the  deep  tissues,  and  which 
the  operation  cures.  Here  the  evacuations,  although 
much  less  effectual  than  iridectomy,  are  yet  of  great 
service. 

The  history  of  thirty-one  cases  complete  the  inter- 
esting work  of  M.  Reymond.  Such  is  the  resmue  as 

concise  and  true,  and  also  as  complete  as  the  space 
at  our  disposal  permits,  of  the  first  thirteen  chapters 
of  the  work  of  M.  Sperino.  We  have  only  to  say 
that  in  it  the  reader  has  all  the  elements  to  judge  the 
operative  method  recommended  by  the  Surgeon  of 
Turin  ;  but  it  lacks  the  remarks  and  observations,  of 
which  his  work  is  full,  and  which  establish  victori- 

ously the  precepts  given  by  the  author.  Tlie  report 
of  these  cases  must  be  read,  studied,  meditated  on, 
to  get  the  fruits  given  in  this  interesting  mono- 

graph. 
Curious  Attempt  at  Murder. 

An  attempt  was  lately  made  on  the  life  of  a  medi- 
cal man  in  Italy,  who  had  refused  five  hundred 

francs  which  had  been  offered  him  as  a  bribe  to  de- 
clare that  a  young  conscript  was  unfit  for  military 

service.  He  Avas  shot  at  by  the  friends  of  the  con- 
script, severely  wounded,  and  barely  escaped  with 

life.— JBrW.  Med.  Jour. 
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Chemistry,  by  Wm.  Thos.  Braiide,  D.  C.  L.,  F.  H. 
S.  L.  and  E.,  of  Her  Majesty's  Mint :  Hon.  Prof,  of 
Cliemistry  in  Eoyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain, 
etc..  etc.  •  and  Alfred  Swai>-e  Taylor,  M.D.,  F. 
E.  S..  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
of  London,  and  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence  in  Guy's  Hospital.  Fx2)erime7itis  et 
prcEceptis.  Octavo,  muslin,  p.  696.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  &  Lea.    1863.    Price,  83.50. 

This  -work  is  intended  for  the  use  of  students,  and 
aims  to  occupy  a  medium  position  between  the 
smaller  and  more  elaborate  works  on  chemical 
science.  The  authors  disclaim  any  intention  to  fur- 

nish a  Treatise  on  the  Science  of  Chemistry,  but  to 
provide  the  student  and  general  reader  with  a  plain 
introduction  to  the  subject. 

The  work  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The  first 
part  is  Introductory,  and  consists  of  five  chapters, 
chiefly  elementary. 

Part  II.  Treats  of  the  Metalloids  in  seventeen 
chapters.  These  chapters  treat  of  the  various  gases 
and  their  non-metallic  compounds,  which  we  need 
not  occupy  space  in  enumerating. 

Part  in.  Treats  of  the  Metals,  their  properties, 
composition,  etc.,  in  twenty-one  chapters.  The 
physical  properties  of  metals  in  general,  and  their 
relations  to  heat,  light,  electricity  and  magnetism 
are  discussed.  Also  the  qualitative  analysis  of  the 
osydes  and  salts  of  certain  metals,  and  their  most 
important  compounds.  This  part  contains  an  in- 

teresting chapter  on  photography  and  its  applica- tions. 
Part  IV.  Consists  of  fourteen  chapters,  and  treats 

of  Organic  Chemistry.  An  appendix  treats  of 
weights  and  measures,  barometrical  and  thermomet- 
rical  equivalents,  changes  in  the  volume  of  gases,  by 
pressure,  and  by  temperature,  aqueous  vapor  in 
gases,  specific  gravities,  and  a  table  of  simple  and 
compound  gases  and  vapors. 

Practical  Toxicology  is  treated  of  in  reference  to 
the  most  important  poisons,  in  an  elaborate  and  sat- 

isfactory manner,  and  the  processes  given  for  their detection. 
This  work  is  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  students 

and  practitioners  of  medicine.  A  competent  chem- 
ist superintended  its  passage  through  the  press,  and 

some  of  the  chapters  were  corrected  and  revised  by 
the  authors  themselves,  as  they  were  passing  through 
the  press.  The  work  is  neatly  and  substantially 
got  up. 

Obstetrics ;  The  Science  and  the  Art,  by  Chas. 
D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  lately  Prof,  of  Midwifery,  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  Jefferson 
MsKlical  College  at  Philadelphia,  etc.  etc.  etc. 
Fourth  edition,  revised.  With  129  illustrations. 
Octavo,  sheep,  pp.  730.  Philadelphia  :  Blanchard 
&  Lea.   1863.    Price,  $3.75. 

This  is  the  fourth  edition  of  a  well-known  and 
very  popular  work  on  Midwifery.  Dr.  Meigs'  long 
experience  as  a  practical  accouclieur  and  a  teacher  of 
midwifery,  are  an  earnest  of  liis  fitness  to  indite 
a  work  on  that  subject.  Nor  has  the  effort  disap- 

pointed reasonable  expectations,  for  Dr.  Meigs  has 
certainly  produced  a  most  practical  and  useful  work 
on  obstetrics,  replete  with  instructions  given  plainly, 
and  in  an  attractive  form,  and  well  illustrated  by 
numerous  cases. 

This  edition  has  been  amended  "by  changes  in  its form  ;  by  careful  corrections  of  many  expressions, 
and  by  a  few  omissions,  and  some  additions  as  to  the 
text."  The  chapter  on  Placenta  Pncvia  has  been 
recast  in  order  to  notice  certain  new  modes  of  treat- 

ment, which  the  author  regarded  as  not  only  ill- 

founded  in  philosophy,  but  as  dangerous  to  the 
people.  The  form  of  the  work  has  been  changed  by 
dividing  it  into  paragraphs,  or  sections. 

The  work  is  divided  into  four  parts.  Part  I.  treats 
in  five  chapters,  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  con- 

cerned in  the  Act  of  Eeproduction.  Part  II.  treats 
of  the  Physiology  of  Reproduction,  in  three  chapters 
on  Menstruation,  Amenorrhoea  and  Pregnancy,  re- 

spectively. Part  III.  treats  of  the  Therapeutics  and 
Surgery  of  Midwifery,  in  fourteen  chapters.  Part 
IV.  treats  in  a  single  chapter  of  the  History  and 
Diseases  of  the  young  child. 

A  Manual  of  Minor  Surgery,  by  John  H.  Pack- 
ARD,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  visiting 
Surgeons  to  the  West  Philadelphia  Military  Hos- 

pital, etc.,  etc.  With  145  illustrations.  Authorized 
and  adopted  by  the  Surgeons-General  of  the  United 
States  Army,  for  the  use  of  Surgeons  in  the  Field 
and  General  Hospitals.  Duodecimo,  pp.  288. 
Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  1863. 
Price,  $1.50. 

With  a  report  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A.,  recommending  this  as 

a  better  text-book  upon  the  subject  than  any  of  the 
treatises  with  which  the  American  market  has  hitherto 
been  supplied,"  staring  us  in  the  face,  it  maybe  con- sidered presumption  in  us  to  say  that  we  utterly  fail 
to  discover  the  peculiar  merits  thus  set  forth,  as 
compared  with  the  manuals  of  Dr.  Henry  H.  Smith 
and  Dr.  F.  W.  Sargeant.  A  new  edition  of  either 
of  the  above  works,  if  they  are  out  of  print,  would, 
in  our  opinion,  have  much  better  met  the  wants  of 
the  profession. 

We  trust  that  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United 
States  is  not  going  to  lend  the  influeuce  and  au- 

thority of  his  high  oflace  to  the  production  of  works 
of  inferior  merit,  merely  for  the  sake  of  dispensing 
patronage. 
The  New  American  Cyclopaedia.— This  great 

national  work,  published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
is  now  completed. 

The  publication  of  such  a  work  was  a  great  under- 
taking, and  its  complete  success  at  the  present  time, 

proves  its  great  necessity,  as  well  as  the  great  ability 
with  which  the  enterprise  has  been  executed.  It 
constitutes  a  library  in  itself,  and  should  be  in  the 
possession  of  every  man  of  any  literary  or  scientific 
pretensions. 

The  publishers  are  issuing  an  Annual  Cyclopsedia, 
which  is  designed  as  a  supplement  to,  and  continua- 

tion, from  year  to  year,  of  the  New  American  Cyclo- 
paedia. In  view  of  the  present  historic  period,  the 

supplement  is,  if  possible,  more  interesting  than  the 
main  work.  Two  volumes  of  the  Annual  are  now 
completed,  and  they  are  uniform  in  type,  size,  bind- 

ing and  price,  with  the  American  Cyclopedia. 
Success  to  this,  the  greatest  of  all  book  enterprises 

of  the  present  age,  in  this  country,  and  to  its  enter- 
prising publishers.  G. 

Opium  altered  by  Age. 
In  his  memoir  on  opium,  M.  Guibourt  states,  that 

in  analysing  an  opium  kept  in  his  store  nearly 
twenty  years,  he  obtained  less  morphia  than  he  had 
extracted  from  the  same  opium  when  recent.  The 
product  obtained  was  strongly  colored,  and  the  al- 

coholic solution  equally  so.  The  extractive  matter, 
(says  the  professor,.)  and  other  principles  without 
doubt,  the  morphia,  perhaps,  is  converted  into  a 
brown  body  (apotheme?)  little  soluble  in  water,  but 
soluble  in  alcohol  like  morphia,  and  precipitating 
with  it  by  the  cooling  of  the  liquid,  and  can  only  be 
separated  by  combining  the  alkaloid  with  an  acid, 
and  deodorizing  the  salt  by  charcoal,  &c. — Eej).  de 
I'harm.,  April  1862. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MAT  30,  1863. 

CALOMEL  AND  TARTAR  EMETIC. 

"CoRT.,  Merc,  Axt.,"  is  tlie  motto  inscribed 
on  tlie  altar  in  the  temple  of  science,  on  tlie  seal 
of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respecable  medical 
societies  in  this  country. 

In  an  order  which  we  published  last  week,  the 

Surgeon- General  has,  so  far  as  his  influence  goes, 
lopped  off  two  of  these  fundamental  articles  of  the 
armamentarium  of  the  practical  physician.  As 

far  as  evidence  goes,  the  third  deserves  the  sam^e 
fate — for  if  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  have  been 

abused,"  as  the  Surgeon-General  says,  in  this 
war,  the  preparations  of  bark  have  been  much 
more  abused. 

This  order  is  calculated  to  create  a  sensation. 

How  it  will  be  received  by  the  profession,  and 
whether  it  can  be  practically  carried  out,  remains 

to  be  seen.  "VVe  are  as  much  in  favor  of  a  limited 
use  of  the  more  heroic  remedies  of  the  pharma- 

copoeia as  any  one  can  be,  but  we  know  not  one 
of  them  which,  under  certain  circumstances  may 
not  be  useful,  nay,  indispensable.  Because  they 
are  occasionally  abused  by  ignorant  men  does  not 
seem  to  us  a  sufficient  reason  for  dispensing  with 
them  altogether.  We  should  rather  say,  dispense 
with  the  ignorant  men. 

Calomel  and  tartar  emetic  have,  for  a  long  time, 

held  a  principal  place  among  the  remedies  in  the 

dispensing  shop,  the  saddle-bags,  or  the  pockets 
of  the  practical  physican.  Both  are  powerful 
remedies,  and  both  have  been  abused,  but  we 

respectfully  submit  that  it  is  the  ignorant,  and 
not  the  intelligent  physician  who  has  abused 

ligent  practitioners  of  medicine.    It  is  one  thing 
to  have  these  powerful  remedies  for  occasional 
use  when  needed,  and  another,  to  be  compelled 
to  dispense  with  them  in  all  emergencies. 

Never,  in  the  history  of  mankind  have  new 

ideas  been  more  rapidly  adopted,  and  old  preju- 
dices more  thoroughly  broken  down,  than  in  this 

country  during  the  past  two  years,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  medical  profession  will  be  content 

to  revise  its  records  in  relation  to  some  of  their 
boasted  and  hitherto  most  trusted  remedies.  One 

thing  is  certain,  medical  men  will  be  found  ever 
ready  to  adopt  any  practical  substitutes  for  the 
more  potent  remedies  of  the  materia  medica, 
while  no  fulminations,  even  from  so  authoritative 

a  source  as  the  Surgeon-General's  office,  will  in- 
duce them,  except  under  positive  military  orders, 

to  dispense  with  the  use  of  remedies  whose  value 

rests  upon  experience  rather  than  theory.  Cler- 

gymen, lawyers  and  politicans  have  been  com- 
pelled by  the  march  of  events  during  the  past 

two  years  to  revise  their  records,  and  why  not 

physicians. 

"  I^J-ATIONAL  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES." 
A  state  of  war  always  seems  to  give  activity  to 

other  interests  beside  those  bearing  directly  on 
the  circumvention  of  an  armed  enemy,  or  the 
destruction  of  human  life.  It  is  matter  of  history, 

that  such  is  the  very  time  when  interests  bearing 

on  the  progress  of  the  human  race  in  every  direc- 
tion, claim,  and  receive  the  most  attention,  as  if 

to  compensate  for  the  destruction  of  life,  charac- 
ter, and  resources  that  are  inseparable  from  a 

conflict  of  arms.  In  the  history  of  the  world  very 

few  legislative  bodies  had  such  momentous  inter- 
ests incident  to  a  state  of  war  on  a  most  gigantic 

them.  Before  his  elevation  to  his  present  high  j  scale,  to  claim  their  attention,  as  did  the  Congress 

and  very  responsible  position,  the  Surgeon-Gene-  which  closed  its  sessions  on  the  4th  of  March  last, 

ral,  it  is  well  known,  distinguished  himself  as  a  |  yet  few  have  ever  legislated  more  in  the  interests 

physiologist  rather  than  as  a  physician — in  theory 
rather  than  in  practice.  Theoretically,  the  pro- 

fession well  know  there  are  remedies  which  can 

take  the  place  of  these  powerful  agents,  but  the 
records  of  our  hospitals,  of  the  daily  experience 
of  our  practical  physicians,  and  the  teachings  of 

our  text-books,  go  to  show,  that  as  yet,  the 
theory  has  not  received  the  full  sanction  of  intel- 

of  peace  and  human  progress. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  designate  the 

various  acts  referred  to,  they  will  be  found  among 
the  records  of  the  last  Congress;  but  among  its 
closing  labors  it  passed  one  act  without  a  division 
in  either  branch,  which  is  of  great  interest  to 

physicians  and  scientific  men  generally.  We  re- 
fer to  an  act  published  on  another  page,  incor- 
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[Vol.  X, porating  the  ''National  Academj  of  Sciences."  j  the  meetings  at  one  place,  with  the  view  of  insur- The  minutes  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Academj,  i  ing  greater  stability.  The  suggestions  have  been 

also  published  in  this  number,  will,  at  least,  in  |  well  received  hj  the  profession,  but  have  not  yet 
some  de<?ree  reveal  the  objects  and  aims  of  this  |  been  acted  upon. 
association. 

But,  while  we  hail  with  peculiar  gratification 
the  organization  of  this  Academy,  and  that  on  a 
basis  that  has  the  promise  of  permanency,  we 
could  have  wished  that  it  had  been  a  little  less 

exclusive,  that  it  had  embraced  within  its  folds  a 

wider  range,  or,  at  least,  provided  for  the  acces- 
sion of  a  larger  number  of  members  from  the 

various  branches  of  science.  Perhaps  it  is  in- 
tended to  make  such  provision,  either  by  the 

adoption  of  two  classes,  Members,  consisting  of 
fifty,  as  provided  for  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation, 
and  Fellows,  from  among  whom  vacancies  in  the 
first  class  might  be  filled ;  or  by  means  of  branch 
Academies  throughout  the  country,  with  which 
scientific  men  can  associate  themselves,  the  prin- 

cipal officers  being  selected  from  the  membership 
of  the  National  Academy. 

The  Academy  will  be  composed  of  individuals 
in  all  the  different  departments  of  science,  and 

why  should  it  not  embrace  all  scientific  men 
in  its  connection,  and  adopt  some  such  plan  as 

suggested  above,  in  order  to  have  a  limited  mem- 
bership of  the  more  distinguished  scientific  men 

of  the  country,  while  admitting  to  fellowship 
scientific  men  of  all  grades,  whose  attainments 

may  render  them  worthy  of  the  association. 

If  such  a  suggestion  could.be  adopted  in  regard 
to  connection  with  the  Academy,  the  medical  pro- 

fession as  a  body,  or  those  of  its  individual  mem- 
bers whose  attainments  will  warrant  it,  might 

become  associated  with  it,  and  the  Academy  thus 
take  in  the  present  American  Medical  Association. 

Sections  on  the  various  branches  of  practical  medi- 
cine and  surgery  could  be  added  to  those  already 

adopted  by  the  Academy. 

We  are  the  more  earnest  in  throwing  out  these 

suggestions,  because  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation as  at  present  constituted,  is,  in  our 

opinion,  wanting  in  elements  calculated  to  secure 
permaner^y  and  vitality.  We  have  heretofore 
taken  occasion  to  suggest  Boards  of  Examiners  for 

admission  to  the  honors  of  the  Association,  a  per- 

manent Secretaryship,  a^d  the  holding  of  most  of 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  something  lacking  in 
the  organization  of  the  Association,  and  it  may 

be  supplied  by  a  connection  with  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  if  that  is  possible  ;  or,  if  not,  let  it 

apply  to  Grovernment  for  a  charter,  and  adopt  one 
feature  of  the  Academy,  viz. :  a  permanent  place 

of  meeting,  with  intermediate  meetings  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  This  would  give  to 

the  Association  permanency  and  character,  and 

insure  progress.  We  trust  that  these  suggestions 
will  receive  attention  at  the  approaching  meeting 
of  the  Association  at  Chicago. 

Correspondence. 
FOREIGN. 

LETTER  EROM  W.  N.  COTE,  M.  D. 
Geneva,  y^/?.  3,  1863. 

[Continued  from  page  61.] 

Efficacy  of  Chinese  Hemedies. 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  SocUte 

cV  Acclimatation,  M.  Guillmain,  a  missionary  in  China, 
gives  a  glowing  account  of  the  extraordinary  fertility 
of  the  country,  and,  among  other  things,  expresses 
his  surprise  at  the  efficacy  of  certain  Chinese  reme- 

dies, which  are  utterly  unknown  to  Europe  and 
America.  He  quotes  the  example  of  a  Father 
Leturdu,  who,  having  passed  four  years  in  a  Chinese 
prison,  where  he  contracted  a  pulmonary  affection, 
was  literally  kept  alive  by  certain  pills  which  a  Chi- 

nese doctor  gave  him  ;  and  when  he  subsequent!}^ 
attempted  to  return  to  a  European  treatment,  he 
got  worse,  and  .only  recovered  by  recommencing  tlie 
Chinese  pills.  In  another  instance,  a  European  phy- 

sician belonging  to  the  French  Navy  utterly  failed  in 
mastering  a  violent  fever  which  threatened  the  life 
of  a  Chinese  convert,  but  a  native  physician  obtained 
a  complete  cure  in  the  course  of  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  by  administering  certain  simples  which  he 
gathered  on  the  spot.  Let  us  hope  that  these  sover- 

eign remedies  will  soon  find  their  way  to  us. 

Hypophosphites  in  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
As  regards  the  hypophosphites  of  which  I  made 

mention  in  one  of  my  preceding  letters,  I  see  that 
Dr.  Fauconnet,  chief  physician  of  the  Cantonnal 
Hospital,  employs  them  in  tuberculosis  pulmonalis 
with  some  success.  He  gives  them  in  the  following 
mode: 

Hypophosph.  calc, 
Extract,  conii,  aa,  3j.  M. 

F.  pil.  No.  73.   Six  pills  per  day. 
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The  University  of  Erlangen  and  Dr.  Herz. 
In  Tirtue  of  the  new  law  wliicli  accords  to  the 

Jews  of  Bavaria  full  political  and  civil  rights,  some 
members  of  that  body  have  just  been  appointed 
Government  functionaries.  One  of  the  medical 
celebrities  of  Munich,  Dr.  Herz,  a  Jew,  has  been 
nominated  professor  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at 
the  University  of  Erlangen.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction. 

Remedy  for  Catarrhs. 
In  the  present  season,  when  colds  are  prevalent, 

the  following  remedy,  published  by  Dr.  Jakot,  of 
Toulouse,  may  be  found  useful.  It  simply  consists 
in  rubbing  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  the  occipital 
region  repeatedly  with  the  alcoholic  tincture  of  laven- 

der. He  states  this  to  be  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all 
catarrhs,  in  cases  which  may  have  resisted  the  appli- 

cation of  blisters,  sulphurous  waters,  and  even  sea- 
bathing. 

Oxygen  in  Gangrene. 
The  application  of  oxygen  to  the  cure  of  gangrene, 

discovered  by  Prof.  Laugieb,  w^hich  I  mentioned 
some  time  back,  is  attracting  attention  in  the  medi- 

cal world,  and  giving  rise  to  conflicting  opinions. 
It  appears  certain,  now,  that  oxygen  is  a  specific  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  gangrene  has  arisen  from 
the  obliteration  or  diseased  state  of  some  vessel, 
when,  on  the  contrary,  the  affection  is  owing  to  a 
general  deterioration  of  the  humours.  It  does  not, 
indeed,  effect  a  cure,  but  it  at  all  events  hardens  the 
affected  part,  and  deprives  it  of  that  horrid  smell  so 
nauseous  to  the  patient  himself,  and  to  those  around 
him. 

Meteorology. 

M.  Matthieu  be  la  Drome's  predictions  of  the 
weather  are  beginning  to  enlist  partisans  in  his  favor, 
notwithstanding  the  coldness  with  which  the  Acad- 

emy of  Sciences  and  the  scientific  world  generally 
have  met  his  endeavors.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  inundations  which  took  place  in  the  beginning 
of  November  last  were  predicted  by  him  with  singu- 

lar success.  He  had  announced  great  rains  and 
swollen  rivers  along  a  line  six  hundred  leagues  in 
length,  commencing  from  Cette,  in  France,  and  ex- 

tending beyond  the  Black  Sea.  From  the  28th  of 
October  to  the  Sth  of  November,  seventy-eight  milli- 

metres of  rain-water  were  marked  by  the  pluviome- 
ter of  Biziers,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  by 

that  of  Turin,  and  numerous  maritime  disasters  on 
the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic  corrob- 

orated his  predictions.  I  now  learn  that  M.  Mat- 
thieu's  theories  about  the  weather  are  by  no  means 

the  fantastical  offspring  of  superficial  observations, 
but  the  result  of  a  seven  years'  patient  study  of  the 
meteorological  journal,  kept  at  the  observatory  of 
Geneva.  It  was  thus  he  passed  the  days  of  his  exile, 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  both  unjust  and  inconsid- 

erate to  discard  the  fruits  of  his  labor,  as  unworthy 
of  notice,  without  due  examination. 

Specific  for  Intermittent  Fevers. 
IheSoci'-te  (V AccUmatationlias  also  received  a  letter 

from  India,  accompanied  with  a  box  containing  a 
quantity  of  seeds  of  the  ccemlpina  bonducella,  a  plant 
which,  according  to  Mr.  Hates,  the  writer  of  the 
letter,  is  much  used  there  as  a  specific  for  intermit- 

tent fevers.  The  Bengalee  for  the  plant  is  natha.  It 
is  a  small  creeper,  producing  a  nut,  the  kernel  of 
which  is  exceedingly  bitter,  and  possesses  the  quali- 

ties of  cinchona  in  an  eminent  degree,  with  this 
exception,  that  it  is  aperient  rather  than  the  con- 

trary, a  valuable  property  in  a  tropical  climate  where 
the  biliary  system  is  so  generally  affected.  One  of 
these  seeds  reduced  to  a  paste,  with  three  or  four 
pepper-corns,  and  taken  three,  four,  or  five  times  a 
day,  with  the  adjunction  of  cherettah  tea,  (gentiana 
cherayita,)  is  generally  found  so  infallible  in  its 
effects  that  many  European  physicians  in  India  have 
adopted  it,  and  will,  probably,  in  a  few  years, 
abandon  bark  entirely.  Cherettah  is  a  kind  of  gen- 

tian which  grows  on  the  mountains  skirting  the 
course  of  the  Ganges,  and  may  be  got  at  all  the 
bazars  of  Bengal.  It  is  a  stronger  febrifuge  than  the 
gentiana  lutea  of  Europe.  Native  physicians  employ 
natha,  also,  as  a  powerful  tonic.  They  administer 
it  in  powder  mixed  with  spices  and  castor  oil.  Ex- 

ternally, the  seed  is  applied  in  cases  of  hydrocele. 
At  Amboyna,  it  is  administered  as  a  vermifuge.  The 
roots  are  used  as  a  tonic  in  dyspepsia.  In  Cochin- 
China,  the  plant  is  considered  deobstruent,  and  the 
oil  extracted  from  the  leaves  is  found  useful  in  para- 

lysis. In  Egypt  the  women  make  necklaces  and 
amulets  with  the  seeds.  The  latter  are  often  carried 
to  great  distances  by  the  sea,  as  for  instance,  to  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  where  they  are  known  as  molucca 
beans.  It  is  singular  that  the  remarkable  virtues  of 
this  plant  should  have  remained  so  long  unnoticed, 
offering,  as  it  does,  a  cheap  and  powerful  substitute 
for  cinchona  which,  as  every  one  knows,  com- 

mands a  high  price.  As  this  plant  thrives  in  Egypt, 
Mr.  Hates  thinks  that  it  must  prosper  in  Algeria, 
and  even  in  the  south  of  France. 

Union  of  Two  Animals. 
A  curious  and  interesting  experiment  was  lately 

made  at  Strasbiu-g,  to  effect  the  union  of  two  ani- 
mals so  that  they  might,  to  a  certain  degree,  have  a 

life  in  common.  It  was,  indeed,  producing  artifi- 
cially what  nature  produced  spontaneously  in  those 

extraordinary  phenomena,  the  Siamese  Twins.  Two 
white  rats,  of  the  Albino  species,  were  selected  for 
the  experiment,  probably  as  being  more  manageable 
than  their  darker  brethren.  An  incision  was  made 
on  the  right  side  of  the  one,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
other,  engaging  the  skin  and  the  cellular  tissue  under 
it.  The  surfaces  of  the  two  wounds  were  kept 
closely  together  by  sutures  and  bandages  until  the 
sixth  day,  when  imion  by  tlie  first  intention  was 
found  to  have  taken  place.  They  then  walked  side 
by  side,  being  united  by  a  fleshy  band.  An  attempt 
to  poison  both  by  the  mouth  of  the  one  did  not  suc- 

ceed, but  an  injection  thrown  into  the  jugular  vein 
of  one  animal  Avas  found  to  have  entered  the  super- 

ficial femoral  veins  of  the  other,  showing  clearly  that 
an  intimate  vascular  union  had  already  taken  place 
between  them.  Tl)is  interesting  experiment  may 
have  a  most  imiDortant  bearing  on  restorative  sur- 

gery. 
W.  N.  Cote. 
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been  received : 
Chicago,  May  16, 1863. 

To  tlie  Members  of  the 
American  i^Iedical  Association. 

For  the  last  three  years  a  regular  conventional 

agreement  has  existed  "between  all  the  great  lines  of railroad,  connecting  the  East  with  the  West,  by 
vrhich  they  are  bound  to  make  no  reduction  on  fares 
for  passengers  to,  or  from,  any  Conventions,  Associ- 

ations, or  public  meetings  whatever.  Before  the 
meeting  of  the  Association  for  1861  was  postponed, 
the  present  Committee  of  Arrangements  carried  on 
an  extensive  correspondence  with  the  Superintend- 

ents of  all  the  principal  routes  of  travel,  and  finally 
presented  the  matter  to  a  Convention  of  Railroad 
Oflicers,  which  was  held  in  Chicago,  in  the  spring  of 
1861.  But  no  commutation  of  fare  for  members  of 
the  Association  could  be  obtained.  During  the  two 
years  which  have  elapsed  since,  someof  the  railroads 
were  known  to  have  violated  the  rule  against  com- 

mutations, and  the  Committee  renewed  its  efforts  for 
the  coming  meeting  of  the  Association.  But  at  a 
meeting  of  Railroad  officers,  in  Butfalo,  on  the  29th 
of  April,  1863,  the  previous  rule  prohibiting  commu- 

tation of  fares  for  all  public  gatherings,  was  re-en- 
acted, and  the  application  in  behalf  of  the  National 

Meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
to  be  held  in  this  city  during  the  first  week  in  June, 
was  refused  as  well  as  our  own.  At  that  meeting, 
in  Buffalo,  however,  the  officers  of  one  or  two  im- 

portant roads  declared  that  they  were  already  pledged 
to  return  members  of  the  "  Canal  Enlarijemfint  Con- 

vention.,'^^ to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Chicago  on  the  '2d day  of  Jvjie,  over  their  roads /ree,  and  consequently 
they  could  not  agree  to  a  renewal  of  the  rule  for  re- 

fusing commutations,  unless  that  canal  meeting  was 
made  an  exception.  That  proposition  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  arrangements  have  been  completed  to  return 
all  members  of  the  Canal  Convention  free,  over  the 
same  roads  on  which  they  come.  Therefore,  we  wish 
distinctly  to  inform  all  members  and  delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  that  they  can  return 
home  from  Chicago  free^  by  arriving  here  on  or  be- 

fore the  morning  of  Tuesday,  June  2d,  and  immedi- 
ately reporting  themselves  as  members  of  the  said 

Canal  Convention. 
To  remove  all  doubts  about  the  practicability  of 

such  a  course,  we  will  add,  that  the  Canal  Conven- 
tion is  to  be  a  "J/rt.«;.s  Jfeeting,''  to  which  all  are invited  ;  and  further,  that  the  Local  Committee  on 

Invitations  to  that  canal  meeting  have  formally 
requested  the  Local  Secretary  of  the  American  Med- ical Association  to  invite  all  the  members  of  the 
latter  to  attend  the  former. 

Yours,  truly,         N.  S.  Davis, 
Cli'n  Com.  Arraugements  of Am.  lied.  Association. 
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MARRIED. 

CASHEr/— Weeks.— On  .T-nnuary  2d,  186.3,  hj  the  Rev.  David 
GaKtoii,  J)r.  J  K.  CasNfl,  V.  S  A.,  formerly  of  Montgomery 
county,  and  Miss  Kate  A.,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  C.  Week.s, 
of  I'hiladelphia. 
F<»KBKH—WiLsox.— April  21pt,in  Washington,  Ohio,  by  Rev. 

W.  M.  Ferguson,  Dr.  Robert  S.  Forbes  and  Mi.s8  Malinda  J. 
Wilbou,  both  of  Byersville,  Ohio. 
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NOTICES. 
The 

iDIED. 
Ayreh.— In  Brooklyn,  on  Tue^lay,  May  10,  Alice  Mary,  only 

daught'tr  of  Dr.  Daniel  and  Augusta  G.  Ayrcs,  aged  2  years,  1 month  and  27  days. 
Kelley.— On  Tuesday,  May  19,  at  his  residence,  No.  52 

Bleekf-r  i-trfot.  Dr.  John  Clawson  Kelley,  of  ̂ 'ew  York,  in  the 7Uth  year  of  his  age. 

Medical   Society  of  the   State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

"Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila 
delphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday,  10th,  of  June, 
at  11,  A.  M.  J.  H.  Smaltz, J.  M.  Steven  SOX, 

Recordiug  Secretaries, 

Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
The  Eighteeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio 

State  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  on  Tuesday,  June  16th.  Will  some  member 
furnish  us  an  account  of  the  meeting  for  puUicaiio^i  I 
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LATEEAL  CUKVATUKE  OP  THE  SPIWE. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 
Of  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

[Continued  from  page  18.] 
Scoliosis. 

The  history  of  spinal  supporters  is  the  same  as 
we  have  mentioned  with  reference  to  the  orthopae- 

dic bed.  They  were  originally  rude,  and  con- 
structed for  longitudinal  extension.  The  head 

was  suspended  by  a  steel  spring,  ascending  on  the 
back  from  the  belt  and  fastened  to  the  upper  ex- 

tremities. Hopard  was  the  first  who  constructed 
a  spinal  supporter  on  the  principle  of  lateral  pres- 

sure and  counter  pressure,  (fig.  78,  j  Tavernier* 
Fig.  78. 

speaks  of  its  efficacy  in  high  terms  of  approval. 
Nevertheless,  Hopard's  Inclination-belt  has  fallen 
into  disuse  by  subsequent  improvements.  To  enu- 

merate all  the  inventions  in  this  line  would  be  an 

*  Notice  sur  le  traitment  des  diflformites  de  la  taille  ou 
moyen  de  }la  ceinture  sans  lita  k  extension  ne  bequillas 18U. 

ungrateful  task,  and  scarcely  realize  the  value  of 
our  time.  All  of  them  can  be  reduced  to  the  same 

principle  of  lateral  counter- pressure,  to  which  the 
support  of  the  arms  is  added.  We  beg  to  lay  down 
the  rules  for  the  proper  construction  of  the  like 

apparatus. 1st.  An  accurate  cast  of  Plaster  of  Paris  taken  of 
the  patient  is  indispensably  necessary  to  give  to 
the  supporter  a  perfect  fit. 

2d.  The  pelvic  belt  being  the  mechanical  foundation 
of  the  apparatus,  should  be  most  accurately  adapted 
to  the  pelvis,  according  to  the  suggestions  made 
on  a  former  occasion.  Most  instruments  are  defi- 

cient in  this  point  and  lose  their  usefulness  in 
proportion,  however  ingeniously  constructed  other- 
wise. 

3d.  Two  pads  intended  to  support  or  press  upon 
the  deviated  portions  of  the  spine  and  ribs.  They 
should  not  only  fit  well,  but  likewise  move  on 
their  respective  supporters,  so  as  to  remain  in  place 
though  the  body  may  alter  its  position. 

4.  The  brace,  or  braces,  for  the  pads  should  be 
adapted  to  the  deviation  of  the  spine  and  to  the 
form  of  the  trunk  in  general. 

Some  surgeons  give  the  braces  the  elasticity  of 
a  spring,  others  move  them  by  endless  screws, 
but  most  make  them  stationary.  The  last  mode 
we  prefer,  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  sta- 

bility of  the  apparatus.  To  act  by  a  sufficient  pres- 
sure, so  as  to  diminish  the  tension  of  the  curva- 

tures, whether  by  springs  or  endless  screws, 
seems  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  At  any  rate, 
we  have  observed  that  it  aflfects  only  the  position 
of  the  belt  and  not  the  deformity  itself,  more 
especially  if  but  one  pad  is  set  in  operation.  The 
reason  is  plain.  For  either  spring  or  endless 
screw,  you  require  a  firm  point  from  whence  they 
act,  which  the  belt  cannot  afford.  The  resistance 
to  be  overcome  by  such  action,  is  conjointly 
effected  by  the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  body 
and  the  destination  of  the  spine,  against  which 
the  best  adjustment  and  the  greatest  possible 
solidity  of  the  belt  is  no  mechanical  counterpoise. 

All  we  may  reasonably  expect  from  a  spinal 
supporter  is  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  de- 

formity, and  retain  the  same  in  statu  quo.  Our 
esteemed  friend  Barnhard  Brodhurst,  Esq.,  the 
studious  and  talented  surgeon  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 

paedic Hospital,  of  London,  has  recently  suggested 
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a  spinal  apparatus  *  with  a  view  of  accomplishing 
thereby  radical  relief  from  scoliosis.  He  gives  the 
following  description  of  the  same:f  "  The  instru- 

ment, to  which  I  desire  to  direct  attention,  con-  ' 
sists  of  a  frame  and  a  lever,  and  loops  upon  it. 
The  frame  is  formed  of  a  pelvic  hoop  (helt),  of 
crutches  springing  from  it,  and  rising  to  the  axillse, 
and  of  a  connecting  dorsal  band,  which  uniting 
the  crutches  is  placed  at  the  superior  extremity 
of  the  primary  curve.  This  forms  a  frame  which 
cannot  tilt.  The  crutches  are  made  to  lengthen, 
and  the  dorsal  band  ̂ is  also  moveable,  so  that 
together  or  separately  they  may  be  raised  as  the 
curve  is  opened.  Upon  the  centre  of  the  dorsal  band 
a  lever  moves  on  its  axis.  It  is  moved  by  means 
of  a  long  screw,  which  is  attached  to  the  pelvic 
hoop  and  rising  to  the  top  of  the  shoulder  is  con- 

nected to  the  shoulder  sling  or  loop.  This  shoulder 
sling  is  formed  of  a  ring  of  gutta  percha,  it  is 
accurately  moulded  to  the  shoulder,  and  lies  upon 
the  clavicle,  the  scapula,  and  the  superior  ribs  be- 

neath the  axilla.  It  is  placed  on  the  shoulder, 
which  corresponds  to  the  concavity  of  the  primary 
curve.  The  convexity  is  supported  by  a  large 
pad,  which  embraces  all  the  ribs  that  are  connected 
with  the  vertebral  curve.  This  pad  is  attached  to 
the  lever  by  a  short  arm  which  may  be  shortened 

as  the  curve  is  opened." 
Brodhurst  relates  some  cases  successfully  treated 

by  the  apparatus  and  exemplifies  the  amount  of 
relief  by  diagrams  taken  from  life.  At  iirst  sight 
it  seems  almost  incredible  that  a  radical  cure  could 
be  achieved  in  the  erect  posture  and  by  so  slender 
means  as  the  lever  and  the  shoulder  hoops.  Yet 
Brodhurst  is  an  accurate  observer,  and  a  truthful  j 
recorder  of  facts.  Without  deliberate  reflection 
and  diligent  test,  no  doubt  should  be  attached  to 
his  statement.  We  therefore  deem  it  but  proper  j 
to  enter  on  this  occasion  into  a  careful  criticism  of 

Brodhurst' s  spinal  apparatus,  for  which  so  import- 
ant qualitieg  are  claimed  by  its  inventor.  With 

laudable  modesty  Brodhurst  acknowledges  his 
indebtedness  to  Guerin  and  Lonsdale  for  the  idea 
of  unbending  spinal  curves ;  to  Mr.  Evrard  he 
accords  his  share  in  the  construction. 

Kow,  gentlemen,  in  placing  this  apparatus  Cfig. 
7b)  before  you,  it  may  seem  as  if  it  did  not  differ 
from  the  usual  spinal  supporters.  A  closer  inspec- 

tion can  not,  however,  fail  to  arrest  your  attention 
with  reference  to  some  material  modifications  and 
alterations  of  the  usual  type. 

There  is  the  belt,  the  pad,  and  the  crutches,  as 
in  others.  You  notice,  however,  that  the  crutches 
are  connected  with  a  cross-band  which  gives 
an  unusual  degree  of  firmness  to  the  apparatus. 

•  On  L«teral  Carvalure  of  the 
CharchllL 

t  Page  W.  Jb. 

Spine.    London  John 

Again,  whilst  in  most  others,  the  dorsal  brace  is 
stationary,  the  lever  in  Brodhurst' s  instrument 
moves  on  a  pivot  with  great  power,  actuating  sim- 

ultaneously the  pad  and  shoulder-hoop,  and 
thus  operating  in  opposite  directions.  Whilst, 
therefore,  the  pad  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
dorsal  curve  through  the  ribs,  the  opposite  shoulder 
is  lifted  and  drawn  to  the  other  side,  by  which  the 
weight  of  the  spine  is  changed  to  the  opposite 
side.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  instrument  is 
therefore  equal  to  the  antiplastic  movement  of 
Werner,  which  in  fact  it  renders  permanent. 
From  the  value  which  we  have  attached  to  the 

antiplastic  manipulation  of  the  latter,  you  may 
infer  our  estimation  of  the  practical  utility  of  the 
apparatus.  But  in  order  not  to  overrate  its  ser- 

viceability, you  should  bear  in  mind,  that  it  can 
only  affect  the  curves  as  long  as  the  spine  has 
retained  its  flexibility. 

We  have  had  oucasion  to  employ  the  apparatus 

Fig.  SO. 
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in  some  incipient  cases  of  scoliosis  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  its  practical  value.  This  diagram 
(fig.  80.)  exemplifies  its  application  upon  apatient. 

In  the  third  degree  of  scoliosis,  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  deformity  admit  of  but  slender 
hope  for  improvement,  if  any.  Our  therapeutical 
object  is  to  re-establish  flexibility  of  the  spine  and 
laobility  of  the  ribs  by  all  the  means  at  our  com- 

mand. For  if  the  interested  portion  of  the  skele- 
ton is  unchangeably  fixed,  no  alteration  of  curva- 
ture can  be  effected. 

For  this  purpose  we  employ  Buehring's  reduc- 
tion apparatus,  during  night  and  day ;  use  power- 
ful frictions  of  the  back  with  phosphorated  oil, 

apply  a  strong  current  of  galvanism  in  order  to 
invigorate  the  degenerating  muscles  and  resort 
likewise  to  the  antiplastic  manipulations  of  Wer- 

ner. If  we  succeed  in  rendering  the  spine  and 
ribs  again  moveable,  we  treat  the  case  as  advised 
under  the  previous  degree.  Should,  however,  the 
case  resist  all  our  persistent  efforts,  then  it  may 
be  advisable  to  prevent  its  advancement  by  an 
appropriate  spinal  supporter. 

A  completely  confirmed  scoliosis  with  anchylosis 
of  costal  articulation  and  the  intervertebral  unions 

is  equally  unsusceptible  to  amendment  or  advance- 
ment. 

The  fourth  degree  is  therefore,  and  in  a  thera- 

peutical point  of  view,  ̂ ^noli  me  tangere.''^ 

Communications. 

A  SELECTION  OS'  REMARKABLE  CASES, 
Occurring  in  a  Practice  of  Eighteen  Years. 

By  E.  N.  Chapman,  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Therapeutics,  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Obstetrics  in  the 

Long  Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
(Continued  from  page  52.) 

Spontaneous  Evolution,  (Pelvic.) 
In  the  winter  of  1851,  I  was  called  to  a  young 

woman  in  her  first  labor,  who,  for  more  than  two 
days  had  had  a  midwife  in  attendance.  Her  pains, 
active  and  powerful  after  the  rupture  of  the  mem- 

branes ^  that  took  place  thirty-six  hours  previously, 
became  eventually  less  regular  and  energetic  until 
they  subsided  almost  completely;  and  now  the 
patient  worn  out  by  ineffectual  efforts  and  long- 
continued  sufferings,  was  reduced  to  an  extreme 
state  of  exhaustion,  as  was  evident,  not  only  from 
the  cessation  of  uterine  activity,  but  also  from  the 
constant  retching  and  vomiting,  the  restlessness 
and  jactitation,  the  dark,  suffused  countenance 
and  rapid,  running  and  flickering  pulse. 

On  examination  the  right  shoulder  and  arm  of 
the  child  were  found  in  the  excavation,  its  back 
toward  the  pubes,  and  its  head  to  the  left  side  of 
the  mother,  resting  above  the  rim  of  the  superior 

strait  on  the  ramus  of  the  pubic  bone.  The  shoul- 
der was  not  crushed  down  as  low  in  the  pelvis,  as 

usually  is  the  case  in  such  a  presentation  left  to 
itself,  but  drawn  closely  to  the  left  side ;  and  the 
body  extending  toward  the  right  sacro-iliac  syn- 

chondrosis and  doubled  forward  on  itself,  had  been 
forced  below  the  superior  strait,  allowing  the  scap- 

ula, spine  and  back  portion  of  the  ribs  to  be 
reached  by  the  finger.  In  other  words  the  child 
seemed  to  lie  very  nearly  in  the  oblique  diameter 
of  the  upper  strait  with  the  shoulder  and  back 
part  of  the  chest  below  the  linea  ileo-pectinea. 
The  OS  uteri  could  not  be  felt  by  the  finger. 

To  confirm  my  diagnosis  and  make  surety 
doubly  sure,  I  now  pulled  down  the  arm  and  thus 
made  myself  certain  of  the  presenting  part  by 
ocular  inspection. 

Not  supposing  that  Nature  would  come  to  my 
aid,  I  left  the  house  to  obtain  an  assistant  and  also 
to  procure  my  instruments.  On  my  return  in  half 
an  hour's  time,  I  discovered  that  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  pains  had  become  expulsive  and  of  considera- 

ble force  ;  and  by  an  examination,  that  the  right 
buttock  was  distending  the  perineum  as  in  an  or- 

dinary breech  presentation  and  that  the  arm  had 
receded  within  the  pelvis.  Without  any  interfer- 

ence on  my  part,  other  than  a  gentle  traction  with 
my  finger  in  the  groin,  the  child,  which  was  dead, 
was  born  in  a  few  minutes.  The  process  was  ex- 

tremely rapid  and  no  unusual  distention  of  the 
perinseum  took  place. 

After  a  short  respite,  a  second  child,  presenting 
the  breech,  was  born  dead.  The  woman  by  her 
reckoning,  and  from  the  maturity  of  the  children, 
had  attained  the  full  period  of  gestation.  I  regret 
that  from  neglect  I  am  unable  to  state  the  weight 
of  the  children  accurately ;  though  in  both,  I  should 
think,  it  was  between  4^  and  5^  pounds. 
Had  I  not  witnessed  the  change  of  position 

effected  in  this  case  by  the  natural  resources,  the 
possibility  of  spontaneous  evolution  at  the  full 
term  of  gestation  would  have  always  been  to  my 
mind  problematical.  It  is  certain  that  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions,  when  the  pelvis  is  roomy 
and  the  child  small,  this  result  is  not  to  be  expected 
or  waited  for,  but  that  it  can  and  has  happened 
many  times,  as  recorded  by  writers,  I  must  now  be- 
lieve. 

Two  theories  have  been  advanced  in  explana- 
tion of  the  mechanism  by  which  spontaneous  evo- 

lution takes  place ;  the  older,  that  of  Denman, 
who  was  the  first  to  describe  and  illustrate  the 
process,  was  that  the  shoulder  being  driven  against 
the  unyielding  sides  of  the  pelvis,  gradually  in  the 
periods  of  uterine  relaxation,  slid  upward  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  taking  the  place  of  the  breech, 
which  in  an  equal  degree  slipped  down  into  the 
excavation.  In  other  words  he  supposed  the  child 
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[Vol.  X. to  revolve  as  on  an  axis,  the  buttock  and  shoulder 
eventually  changing  places  ;  when  the  labor  was 
completed  in  the  same  manner  and  with  as  little 
delay  as  in  an  ordinary  breech  presentation. 

This  theory  of  Denman's  was  universally  ac- 
cepted by  the  profession,  until  it  was  called  into 

question  by  Dr.  Douglass  in  1811,  who  proved,  as 
it  was  thought,  satisfactorily,  that  the  explanation, 
oflfered  by  this  author  of  the  phenomenon,  was 
incorrect,  and  that  the  presenting  part  could  not 
return  into  the  womb,  when  this  was  condensed  and 
powerfully  contracted,  and  thus  allow  the  breech 
to  glide  into  the  excavation  ;  but  that  the  shoulder 
after  many  and  powerful  pains  became  fixed  under 
the  pubic  arch,  by  which  means  the  acromion  pro- 

cess was  thrust  into  the  vulva  and  the  neck  against 
the  inner  face  of  the  ossa  pubis,  when,  through  the 
slight  additional  space  thus  given,  the  body  of  the 
shild  revolved  on  this  fixed  point  as  a  fulcrum  and 
was  born  by  its  coming  down  the  pelvis  doubled 
on  itself  and  passing  the  vulva  en  masse  without 
any  change  in  the  position  of  the  shoulder,  thus 
necessitating  a  frightful  distention  of  the  perinseum. 
In  other  words  the  shoulder  is  partly  born,  when 
becoming  arrested  by  the  neck  impinging  on  the 
pubic  bones,  the  foetus  revolves  around  this  fixed 
point,  and  at  the  birth  its  entire  body  comes  into 
the  world  at  the  same  time. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  deny  that  the  process  delinea- 
ted by  Dr.  Douglass  can  take  place,  though  I  must 

confess  that  my  doubts  amount  to  an  unbelief  in 
this  explanation  of  the  act  of  evolution  at  the  full 
period  of  gestation.  It  certainly  seems  impossible 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  evolution  in  the  case  re- 

lated above  was  not  eflfected  in  this  manner.  The 
woman  was  exhausted,  almost  in  a  moribund  con- 

dition, the  real  pains  of  labor  had  died  away,  leaving 
only  unequal  irregular  spasmodic  contractions  in 
their  place.  The  shoulder  was  not  under  the  pubic 
arch,  and  when,  on  my  return  to  the  house,  the 
pains  had  recommenced,  the  shoulder  was  not  to  be 
felt,  the  arm  was  drawn  up  and  the  breech  passed 
the  perinseum,  rapidly  and  with  the  greatest  ease. 
In  fact  if  at  this  stage  I,  for  the  first  time,  had  seen 
the  case  I  should  never  have  suspected  that  it  was 
other  than  a  breech  presentation. 

It  appears  to  me,  that,  as  the  child's  neck  rested 
on  the  ramus  of  the  os  pubis  and  its  head  extended 
into  and  was  bent  toward  the  abdomen  by  the  neck 
of  the  womb,  and  as  the  side  and  back  of  the  chest 
projected  below  and  extended  across  the  superior 
strait  to  the  sacro-iliac  symphysis,  and  as  the  but- 

tocks were  embraced  by  the  opposite  point  of  the 
neck;  the  irregular,  spaf<modic  and  cycumgyrating 
contractions  of  tile  uterus,  but  more  especially  of 
its  neck,  during  the  respite  from  true  labor  pains, 
changed  the  position  of  the  child — elevating  the 
head  and  shoulders  and  equally  depressing  the 

breech  into  the  pelvis — when  the  pains  were  re- 
newed. Judging  from  my  observations  in  this 

case,  I  should  say  that  spontaneous  evolution, 
whether  pelvic  or  cephalic,  could  occur  in  no  other 
way,  and  that  it  must  take  place  during  the  ab- 

sence of  the  regular  labor  pains,  by  the  unequal 
muscular  action  of  the  uterus  or  its  neck  shifting 
the  position  of  the  child. 

Observations  on 
NERVOUS  DEAFNESS. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

(Continued  from  page  356,  vol.  ix.) Pathology. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  in  making  anatomico- 
pathological  investigations  of  the  internal  ear, 
but  little  light  has  been  thrown  upon  the  diseases 
of  the  membranous  labyrinth.    Joseph  Toynbee, 
has  made  the  greatest  number  of  sections  of  the 
ear  and  states  that  the  occurrence  is  very  rare  of 
disease  of  the  labyrinth,  for  this  reason :  that  ulcer- 

ation of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum, 
is  far  from  a  common  disease,  while,  under  the 
influence  of  chronic  inflammation  and  of  the  secre- 

tion collected  in  the  tympanum,  the  membranes, 
both  of  the  fenestra  rotunda  and  ovalis  become 
thickened  and  turgid.    Mr.  Totnbee  in  his  late 
work,  has  met  with  one  case  in  which  there  was 
ulceration  of  the  membranous  labyrinth,  he  also 
reports  four  other  cases.  In  two  of  them,  the  laby- 

rinth, became  carious  or  necrosed  and  the  dead 
bone  discharged  without  the  production  of  any 
symptoms  of  cerebral  disturbance.    The  first  oc- 

curred under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hinton  in  a  man  set. 
55,  who  suffered  from  a  discharge  from  the  right 
ear  for  some  years,  and  at  last  the  cochlea  was 
discharged  entire.    The  second  case  occurred  to 
Mr.  Shaw,  in  a  boy  set.  7  years,  who  had  suffered 
from  otorrhoea  in  both  ears,  following  a  severe 
attack  of  scarlet  fever,  which  he  had  two  years 
and  a  half  before.    He  had  paralysis  of  the  mus- 

cles of  the  left  side  of  the  face ;  for  a  year  he  had 
been  completely  deaf  in  both  ears.    The  greater 
part  of  the  petrosal  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
including  the  meatus  auditorius  internus  and 
labyrinth  was  removed  by  the  forceps  being  separ- 

ated by  necrosis.   He  entered  Middlesex  Hospital, 
in  July  31,  1856,  and  was  discharged  by  the  end 
of  September.  The  ulcer  in  the  tube  cicatrized  with 
the  paralysis  of  the  face  and  deafness,  and  with  a 
trifling  discharge  from  both  ears,  but  otherwise  in 
good  health.    In  the  other  cases  death  resulted, 
the  brain  becoming  seriously  involved. 
The  following  most  interesting  case,  which 

also  recovered,  is  quoted  from  Mr.  Wilde.  He 
says:    "I  am  indebted  to  Sir  Puilip  Ckampton 
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for  an  examination  of  one  of  tlie  most  extraor- 
dinary pathological  dissections  of  diseased  bone, 

perhaps  in  existence,  consisting  of  the  entire  in- 
ternal ear,  cochlea,  vestibulum,  and  semicircular 

canals,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  inner  wall  of 
the  tympanum,  which  he  drew  forth  from  the 
meatus  of  a  young  lady,  who,  after  the  most 
urgent  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
with  paralysis  of  the  face  and  leg,  and  total  deaf- 

ness of  one  side,  recovered  from  the  bad  symptoms 
and  the  paralysis  of  the  extremities  after  a  copious 
discharge  from  the  ear." 

The  following  are  the  results  obtained  by  Mr. 
ToYNBEE  in  fifty-four  ears,  (Nos.  711-793  and  755.- 
770  must  be  abstracted,  because  they  refer  not  to 
the  "inner  ear"  but  to  the  tympanum  and  the 
membrane  of  the  round  window :  J  "  Atrophy  of  the 
auditory  nerve,  thirteen  times,  faud  only  in  sub- 

jects between  the  ages  of  sixty  and  ninety  years ;) 
defective  formation  and  diseases  of  the  mem- 

branous and  long  semicircular  canals,  black  pig- 
ment in  the  cochlea,  narrowing  in  the  scala-coch- 

leae-vestibule,  abnormally  abundant  ear  sand, 
once  blood  in  the  vestibula,  once  in  the  cochlea 
and  in  both  ears  of  the  same  individual,  dark 
spots  on  the  spinal  membrane  Cafter  a  fall  on  the 
head,  which  had  happened  many  years  previously 
with  ensuing  deafness.  "J  Only  a  few  of  the  cases 
examined  were  known  to  be  deaf  during  life,  and 
for  practical  purposes  but  little  is  obtained,  as  the 
attempt  was  never  made  to  diagnosticate  any  one 
of  the  changes  in  the  labyrinth  or  the  previous 
existence  of  functional  disturbance  of  the  auditory 
nerve  during  life.  Mr.  T.  simply  states  that  the 

patient  was  deaf  in  No.  724.  In  No.  736,  "semi- 
circular canal  distended  with  otoconic,  deaf  and 

dumb."  No.  746.  "A  portion  of  the  cochlearis 
muscle  enlarged,  from  a  man  set.  48,  deaf."  No.  7.57, 
758.  "In  each  ear  the  membrana  fenestrae  rotundse 
is  thick  and  opaque.  History— male,  aet.  74;  had 
been  growing  deaf  for  six  or  seven  years ;  some- 

times, as  during  a  cold,  had  a  humming  noise  in 
the  ears,  not  in  the  head,  also  at  times  a  pain 
running  up  in  the  left  ear;  he  could  hear  the 

watch  with  pressure." 
No.  759-760.  The  membrane  of  the  round  win- 

dow or  fenestra  rotunda  ossified  and  covered  in 
its  cochlear  aspect  by  a  deposit  of  osseous  matter ; 
the  vestibule  and  cochlea  contained  a  sanguineous 
fluid  and  their  blood-vessels  were  greatly  distended 
with  blood — portio  mollis  nerve  not  seen.  His- 

tory— male,  set.  56,  insane:  so  deaf  that  it  was 
impossible  to  make  him  hear.  Deafness  heredi- 

tary, and  also  insanity  on  both  father's  and  mo- 
ther's side.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  was  born 

deaf,  indeed  it  is  said  that  he  was  able  to  read,  but 
a  sister  was  born  deaf. 

No.  762,  (should  have  been  classed  with  diseases 

of  the  middle  ear.)  No.  771.  A  tumor  from  the 

left  ear  of  a  man  set.  60,  partially  deaf.  "It  is 
attached  to  a  portion  of  the  nerve  supplying  the 
vestibule.  Under  the  microscope  the  tumor  pre- 

sented nerve  tubes,  parallel  fibres,  and  nucleated 
cells.   The  right  ear  was  healthy." 

No.  772,  773.  "The  ear  from  a  woman  who 
died  from  serous  apoplexy  with  aneurism  of  the 
basilar  artery.  She  was  quite  deaf.  Each  audi- 

tory nerve  atrophied." 
No.  776,  777.  "From  a  woman,  set.  70,  had  been 

hard  of  hearing  during  many  years.  Latterly  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  voice  could 
be  heard  through  a  speaking-trumpet.  The  audi- 

tory nerve  atrophied,  and  less  white  than  natural ; 

membranous  labyrinth  atrophied." 
No.  782,  783.  "From  a  man,  set.  97,  who  had 

become  gradually  deaf  many  years  ago.  He  was 
entirely  deaf  on  the  left  side  ;  could  hear  a  loud 
voice  close  to  the  right  ear.  In  each  ear  the  mem- 

branous labyrinth  appeared  to  be  atrophied." 
No.  784,  785.  "From  a  man  at.  62,  who  had 

been  deaf  for  twenty  years.  He  required  speaking 
to  in  a  loud  voice  close  to  the  head.  Was  worse 
during  a  cold.  The  membranous  labyrinth  was 
so  much  atrophied  that  its  presence  was  scarcely 
to  be  detected,  it  having  become  one  with  the  peri- 

osteal lamina.  The  otoconic  was  absent.  On  the 
tympanic  surface  of  the  lamina  spiralis  of  the 
cochlea,  external  to  the  denticulate  process  are 
dark  granules,  which  are  aggregated  into  a  thick 
band  beyond  them.  The  nerves  distributed  over 

the  lamina  spiralis  appeared  to  be  diseased."* 
Dr.  VoLOTOLiNE,  of  Silesia,  who  considers  all  the 

methods  of  dissection  of  the  labyrinth  as  imperfect 
but  his  own,  has  published  two  cases  of  dissections 
of  diseased  organs  of  hearing,  sent  by  Dr.  Cohn,  of 
Breslau,  with  a  history  of  the  diseases.  He  ob- 

serves, that  he  regretted  that  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  examining  any  of  the  cases  during 
life,  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  give  any  positive 
information  in  regard  to  the  auditory  capacity. 
He  further  observes,  that  "The  absence  of  an 
examination  by  the  ear  speculum  and  catheter 
during  life,  must  not  be  over-estimated.  This 
deficiency  can  be  compensated,  in  a  great  measure, 
by  post-mortem  examinations.  It  is  certain  that 
most  of  the  morbid  changes,  caused  by  disease, 
which  can  be  discovered  during  life,  by  means  of 
the  spfeculum,  auscultation,  and  percussion,  can 

also  be  demonstrated  upon  the  cadaver."  His 
method  is  as  follows  :  "I  insert  one  end  of  a  ca- 

theter into  the  tuba  Eustachii,  and  let  an  assistant 
blow  through  it,  while  I  apply  the  end  of  the  diag- 

nostic pipe  described  by  Kramer. f    This  is  the 

*  A  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Museum  of  J.  Toyubee.  J. 
Churchhill,  London,  18.57. 

t  Deutcher  Klinick,  No.  52,  ISoS. 
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'otoscope'  of  ToTKBEE,  vnth  two  nozzles  or  arms 
to  the  external  meatus,  the  sounds  which  occur 
in  the  tjnipanic  cavity  can  be  very  nicely  auscul- 

tated and  observed." 
Case  I. — Organs  of  a  laborer,  aet.  41.    Died  of 

phthisis  pulmonalis  and  marasmus.    There  had 
been  only  partial  deafness  or  difficulty  of  hearing ; 
Cwe  only  give  the  dissection  of  the  internal  ear).  | 
Left  ear,  chorda  tympani  destroyed ;  nervous  acous- 
ticus  within  the  porus  acousticus  covered  with  | 
numerous  blood-vessels  ;   nervus   facialis,  from  • 
the  flexure  outward,  reddened  and  surrounded  [ 
with  pus  ;  right  ear  nervus  acousticus  wanting  in 
the  labyrinth,  which  in  other  respects  is  normal ;  ; 
at  all  events,  the  nervus  acousticus  was  torn  off  j 
upon  removing  the  brain  from  the  cranial  cavity, 
a  circumstance  which  can  easily  happen,  otherwise 
the  absence  of  that  nerve  would  be  difficult  to 
explain,  as  it  could  hardly  be  absent  during  life, 
as  in  that  case  the  patient  would  not  only  have  j 

been  hard  of  hearing,  but  deaf,  particularly  as  he  ' 
could  not  hear  much  with  the  left  ear.    [I  do  not  ' 
consider  this  dissection  of  the  labyrinth  at  all  satis- 
factory.] 

Case  II. — Otitis  interna  in  a  laborer,  at.  35, 
who  also  suffered  from  phthisis  pulmonalis.  Facial 
nerve  unimpaired;  difficult  hearing,  said  to  have 

been  the  result  of  a  wound.  ''Chorda  tympani 
in  its  whole  course  through  the  tympanum  gone." 

Labyrinth. — Superior  and  posterior  canals  nor- 
mal, but  their  openings  into  the  vestibulum  closed 

by  the  thickened  ampullae,  as  is  also  that  of  the 
liorizontal  canal.    In  the  vestibule  is  a  thickened, 
white  mass,  traversed  by  blood-vessels,  which 
obscures  the  view  of  the  base  of  the  stapes,  to 
which  it  adheres,  and  prevents  it  from  falling  out 

of  the  fenestra  ovalis.    This  mass,  likewise,  pre-  j 
vents  the  view  into  the  cochlea,  fscala  vestib.)  j 
Removed,  it  feels  partly  hard,  partly  gelatinous,  \ 

and  is  difficult  to  compress.    Under  the  micros-  j cope,  it  appears  as  thickened  areolar  tissue,  and  i 
reveals  pus  corpuscles  and  innumerable  otolithes,  I 
Cthe  degenerated  ampullae.)    In  the  horizontal  \ 
canal  are  found  otolithes  also,  many  pus  cor-  j 
puscles  and  many  blood-vessels.    In  the  external  \ 
wall  of  this  canal  is  a  hole  as  large  as  a  lentil-  j 
seed,  where  it  opens  into  the  vestibulum,  no  longer  j 
closed  by  any  thing  but  a  tender  cuticle.    The  j 
interior  integuments  of  the  cochlea  presents  a  | 
dirty  gray  color,  from  a  considerabe  quantity  of  i 

dark  pigment,  particularly  about  the  modiolus,  j 
Under  the  microscope,  mulberry-like   granular  < 
masses  of  dark  color  are  seen  here  which  have  I 
almost  the  appearance  of  the  otolithes  of  the  ray  > 
or  wash,*  and  common  otholithes  besides.  The 

lamina  spiralis  is  traversed  by  thick,  red  blood- 
I  vessels,  in  which  pus  corpuscles  are  perceived 
;  under  the  microscope.* 
!  In  1S55,  the  author  of  this  article  made  a  dissec- 

tion of  one  of  the  organs  of  hearing  in  a  girl  at.  6 
j  years,  who  died  in  a  state  of  coma ;  she  had  suf- 
!  fered  from  scarlet  fever  when  three  years  of  age ; 
there  was  deafness  in  the  right  ear  with  free  dis- 

charge of  pus.  Being  in  a  private  family  there 
was  more  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  post-mortem, 
but  in  this  case  they  were  willing  I  should  remove 
the  ear  and  examine  it  in  their  presence.  In  this 
connection  I  will  only  state  the  condition  of  the 
internal  ear,  as  showing  how  much  disease  may 
exist,  the  result  of  scarlet  fever,  in  the  middle  ear 
without  entirely  de  troying  the  functions  of  the 
internal  ear.  The  membranous  labyrinth  was 
found  thickened  and  the  stapes  covering  the  oval 
window.  The  semicircular  canals  and  cochlea 

were  almost  free  from  disease,  being  only  con- 
gested- The  coverings  of  the  brain  were  con- 

gested, with  effusion  of  fluid  in  the  ventricles.f 
(To  be  continued.) 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital  ) 
February  i\thy  iS 63.  ) 

Medical  Clip:ic  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 

Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  ff^ood,  Resident  Physician. 
PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMEZST.J 

Tubercular  Meningitis. 
The  class  were  first  shown  some  pathological 

specimens,  li  was  remarked  that  at  the  base  of  the 
brain,  before  the  class,  are  numerous  small  granula- 

tions with  the  membranes  evidently  inflamed 
around  them.  The  lobes  of  the  brain  are  closely  ad- 

herent and  the  superficial  capillaries  injected.  These 
whitish  or  yellowish  granules  are  a  morbid  product, 
which  show  that  this  is  a  case  of  tubercular  menin- 
ghis.  The  deposit  is  confined  to  the  base  of  the 
brain,  and  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  this  form  of 
meningitis  affects  only  this  portion,  or  at  least  in- 

volves the  vault  to  a  comparatively  trifling  extent. 
It  is  very  rare  to  find  much  disease  on  the  upper  snr- 
face,  and  this  specimen  is  not  an  exception  to  the 
rule.  The  membranes  above  are  congested  with  here 
and  there  some  opacity,  but  the  main  lesions  are 
below.  The  brain  substance  is  normal,  not  at  all 
softened.  This  alone,  would  distinguish  this  speci- 

men from  the  result  of  pure  idiopathic  meningitis. 
There  the  brain  substance  would  be  greatly  altered, 
softened  and  inflamed.  The  lungs  were'  tubercu- lous. The  history  of  the  case  during  life  is  unknown. 
The  man  was  very  low  when  he  came  into  the  wards 
and  never  rallied  sufficiently  to  speak.  He  had  sev- 

eral very  bad  bed-sores,  but  did  not  appear  to  be 
paralysed.  It  was  evident  that  he  was  laboring  under 
some  chronic  brain  disease,  but  what  particular  le- 

•  Ef  Loidig.  IlUtoL  of  Mau  and  Animals.  Frankfort,  1S57. 
Page  271. 
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sion  it  was  impossible  to  diagnose.  There  were 
tubercles  in  his  lungs. 

The  next  specimens  were  obtained  from  an  autopsy 
on  P.  G.  It  was  remarked,  that  this  is  the  brain  of 
the  man  who  was  before  the  last  clinic  suffering  from 
mania-a-potu  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and 
bowels.  The  opinion  was  then  expressed  that  if  the 
man  could  in  any  way  weather  the  pneumonia,  he 
might  get  well.  But  he  did  not  weather  it.  Delirium 
tremens  forms  a  very,  very  grave  complication  of  in- 

flammation of  the  lung,  and  when  as  in  this  case, 
■  there  exists  in  addition,  an  intestinal  disorder,  the 
chances  of  recovery  are  at  their  minimum.  The 
treatment  consisted  chiefly  in  the  administration  of 
stimulants,  opium,  camphor,  and  expectorants,  with 
cupping  and  counter  irritation  over  the  lungs.  When 
an  autopsy  throws  its  light  on  a  case,  it  is  always 
proper  to  ask  one's  self.  Do  the  pathological  rela- 

tions point  to  any  treatment  as  more  proper  than  the 
one  pursued  ?  In  this  case  the  answer  is  no  !  There 
is  no  inflammation  of  the  brain,  only  great  menin- 

geal congestion,  with  here  and  there  some  very  slight 
opacity  of  the  membranes  on  the  vault.  It  is  a  pecu- liar state  of  the  brain  which  has  been  found  in  the 
three  men  who  have  lately  died  here  with  delirium 
tremens.  It  would  seem  as  if  there  was  some  con- 

nection between  the  lesion  and  the  disease.  It  may 
be  asked,  was  not  the  congestion  produced  by  the 
opium  ?  Opposed  to  this  is  the  fact  that  in  the  case 
which  had  this  peculiar  condition  most  strongly  pro- 

nounced, we  had  not  pushed  opium  or  its  salts  at  all. 
The  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  is  a  very  marked 
specimen  of  the  result  of  pneumonia.  It  is  truly 
hepatized,  resembling  remarkably  the  liver.  It  is  pas- 

sing from  the  second  to  the  third  stage.  Its  color  is 
not  red  but  grayish.  It  is  very  soft,  readily  tearing 
on  the  application  of  a  very  slight  force.  These  are 
the  signs  of  a  breaking  down  of  the  lung  tissue  as 
well  as  of  the  lymph  contained  in  the  air  cells. 
Students,  and  indeed  very  many  practitioners  err  in 
supposing  that  the  third  stage  is  generally  a  true  sup- 

puration. The  very  great  rarity  of  pulmonic  ab- scesses shows  that  this  is  not  true.  The  whole  of 
the  right  and  the  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lung  are 
highly  congested,  but  nowhere  inflamed.  The 
heart  is  not  enlarged  and  is  free  from  valvular  dis- 

ease, but  it  is  very  fatty,  especially  the  walls  of  the 
right  ventricle.  This  condition  of  the  heart  was  of 
course  very  much  against  the  recovery  of  the  man. 
The  liver  has  also  undergone  fatty  degeneration. 
The  spleen  is  very  much  enlarged  and  softened. 
This  structural  change  in  the  liver  and  heart  is  very 
apt  to  occur  in  drunkards  and  forms  a  very  impor- 

tant element  in  the  prognosis  of  mania-a-potu. 
Cases  will  occasionally  occur  in  which  all  seems  to 

be  going  on  very  well,  and  the  patient  may  even  have 
been  pronounced  as  out  of  danger,  when  a  terrible 
change  may  suddenly  come  over  him.  Several  years 
ago,  a  man  in  this  house  had  had  delirium  tremens 
very  badly  ;  from  his  delirium  he  had  entirely  con- 

valesced and  was  talking  to  the  nurse,  when  suddenly 
he  became  very  weak,  his  pulse  grew  excessively 
feeble  and  his  breathing  oppressed.  Notwithstand- 

ing the  most  liberal  stimulation  he  rapidly  sank,  and 
in  a  few  hours  died  comatose.  Autopsy  showed  no 
lesion  excepting  a  fatty  heart.  The  loss  of  muscu- 

lar tissue  and  the  impairment  of  the  remaining  fibres 
had  so  weakened  the  organ  that  it  suddenly  gave  out. 
It  had  not  the  power  to  propel  the  blood,  so  that  the 
stagnant  fluid  no  longer  maintained  the  systemic  life. 

Hospital  Nurses. 
Medical  Director  W.  S.  King  has  directed  the  sur- 

geons in  charge  of  the  army  hospitals  of  this  Depart- 
ment, in  recommending  applicants  for  contracts  as 

nurses,  to  give  the  preference  to  soldiers  who  have 
been  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  in  all 
cases  where  they  are  in  other  respects  equally  suitable 
as  the  others  making  application. 
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Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Reported  by  J.  E.  Owens,  M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon. 
If  Xerosis  of  the  Clavicle. 

Geo.  McG.,  set.  forty-seven.  You  observe  in  this 
case  a  large  scar,  with  some  ulceration  over  and  be- 

low the  clavicle.  This  was  at  one  time  a  large  ulcer. 
It  is  of  one  year's  standing.  The  clavicle  being  ca- 

rious, it  was  cut  down  upon  in  December  last,  and 
the  diseased  portion  scraped  away,  but  the  operation 
was  not  followed  by  any  satisfactory  result.  We 
were,  upon  coming  on  duty,  somewhat  doubtful  as 
to  the  diagnosis  of  the  case.  The  disease  was  pro- 

gressing ;  the  morbid  action  seemed  to  be  extending 
toward  the  subclavian  vessels.  Having  this  doubt  of 
the  nature  of  the  case,  the  patient  was  put  upon  the 
specific  mixture. 

^    Potas.  iod.,  grs.  x. 
Hydrarg.  bichlorid.,  gr.  i. 
Syr.  simplicis,  f^ss.  M. 

Sig.,  Three  times  daily. 
This  treatment,  gentlemen,  has  developed  the  diag- 

nosis of  the  case.  It  is  syphilitic.  There  has  been, 
under  this  treatment,  a  rapid  improvement.  The 
morbid  action  was  at  once  arrested,  and  the  ulcer 
has  almost  entirely  healed.  We  must  use  some  care 
in  thus  developing  a  diagnosis,  lest  we  do  harm  with 
the  remedy.  If  there  be  no  improvement  in  a  week 
or  ten  days,  we  may  discontinue  the  use  of  the  rem- 

edy. Sometimes  we  see  our  patients  benefitted  in  a 
very  few  days ;  even  in  twenty-four  hours  I  have 
seen  a  marked  improvement  in  such  cases,  from  the 
use  of  the  abovementioned  mixture.  When  ulcers 
are  observed  in  different  portions  of  the  body,  or 
in  an  unusual  locality,  the  case  is  a  suspicious  one. 

This  man  was  discharged,  March  18th,  cured. 
Anchylosis  of  Finger. 

J  S  ,  set.  forty-six.    This  man  has  had,  for 
a  long  time,  anchylosis  of  the  phalanges  of  the  ring 
finger  of  the  left  hand.  The  finger  stands  out  in  an  un- 

comfortable and  unseemly  position,  interfering  with 
the  motion  of  the  other  fingers.  We  propose  to  re- 

move the  finger  at  the  junction  with  its  metacarpal 
bone.  We  will  use  oval  flaps.  Such  an  operation 
should  not  be  performed  heedlessly,  because  it 
might  be  followed  by  tetanus,  erysipelas,  or  pyaemia. 
This  man  has  been  a  soldier  ;  some  months  ago  he 
was  struck  by  a  ball,  upon  the  head,  in  front  and 
a  little  to  the  left  of  the  median  line.  There  is 
a  marked  depression  at  the  seat  of  the  injury.  He 
has,  every  day,  either  stupor  or  fits.  The  former 
lasts  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half.  We  have 
here,  gentlemen,  a  portion  of  the  bone  depressed, 
with  temporary  congestion,  causing,  at  one  time, 
stupor,  and  at  another,  epilepsy.  This  then  is  a  case 
for  trephining,  but  there  is  great  danger  in  this  ope- 

ration from  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  mem- 
branes. Fearing  this  result,  we  will  not  resort  to  the 

operation.  Chloroform  is  administered,  as  the  pa- 
tient refuses  to  submit  to  an  operation  without  it. 

One  drachm  is  poured  upon  the  napkin,  which  is 
held  half  an  inch  from  the  nose.  The  prominent 
portion  of  the  end  of  the  metacarpal  bone  is  re- 

moved, the  flaps  are  brought  together  by  means  of 
the  silver  wire,  and  a  carved  splint,  adapted  to  each 
finger,  is  applied,  in  order  to  prevent  undue  approx- 

imation.   Use  cold  Avater  dressings. 
This  patient  was  discharged  March  20th.  Tho 

wound  healed  by  first  intention. 



PERISCOPE. 

[Vol.  X. Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

KEVIEW  AND  SUMMABY 

Of 
••Clinical  Studies  upon  Bepeated  Evacuations  of 

the  Aqueous  Humor  in  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Translated  and  Arranged 

For  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masilloii,  O. 

(Contintied  from  p.  75.) 
XIV.  Cataract. 

We  approach  this  part  of  our  work  with  diffidence. 
This  diffidence  arises  from  noise  just  made  about  the 
pretended  discovery  of  the  radical  cure  of  cataract 
by  paracentesis,  which  discovery,  in  spite  of  all  the 
restrictions  its  author  had  placed  around  its  publica- 

tion, has  given  place,  to  say  the  least,  to  premature 
interpretations.  M.  Sperino,  after  having  observed, 
in  six  cases  of  cataract  treated  by  repeated  daily 
evacuations,  that  five  had  presented,  in  a  short  time, 
notable  changes  in  the  opacity  and  a  sensible  im- 

provement of  vision,  announced  this  fact  to  the 
Editor  of  the  Guzetta  Medica  Italiana  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1861.  This  letter  was  reproduced  by  V  Union 
Medicale  the  30th  of  November. 

To  this  simple  enunciation  of  a  fact  was  limited 
the  publicity  the  author  had  given.  The  press  was 
not  long  in  possessing  itself  of  the  knowledge,  and 
soon  it  was  pretended  that  M.  Sperino  cured  all 
cases  of  cataract  by  ocular  paracentesis. 

The  book  of  M.  Sperino  has  just  put  a  restraint 
on  the  intemperate  hopes  and  on  the  critics,  who,  by 
the  want  of  success  of  experimentalists  whose  zeal 
we  cannot  praise  too  much,  suspected  the  operative 
method.  The  skilful  Italian  Ophthalmologist  has 
taught  how  to  limit  these  hopes  to  determined  condi- 

tions, and  has  given  the  key  to  the  failures  experi- enced.   Let  us  follow  him  in  his  researches. 
A  constant  and  very  important  fact,  since  it  de- 

monstrates that  the  formation  of  spontaneous  cata- 
ract is  always  dependent  on  internal  congestion, 

even  after  the  complete  formation  of  the  opacity,  is 
that  a  very  small  number  of  evacuations,  ordinarily 
two  or  three,  are  sufficient  for  sensibly  augmenting 
the  perception  of  light.  This  relief  is  due  to  the 
diminution  of  retinal  congestion  ;  the  dazzling  flashes 
of  light  which  are  caused  by  this  congestion  are  the 
first  to  disappear. 

This  first  phase  of  phenomena  due  to  the  evacua- 
tions ordinarily  last  from  ten  to  twenty  hours.  It  is 

only  later  when  the  internal  circulation  has  regulated 
itself,  that  the  opacity  of  the  lens  begins  to  be  modi- 

fied, the  eye  has  regained  its  natural,  physiological  bril- 
liancy,  and  the  i^resbyopia  is  diminished  in  a  sensi- ble m  inner. 

The  author  believes  that  the  formation  of  sponta- 
neous cataract  is  dependent  on  the  circulation,  and 

that  this  can  nearly  always  be  recognized  during  the 
formative  period.  The  lens  in  old  i)ersons  can  more 
frequently  than  any  other  age  become  opake  and 
remain  so  without  other  change  in  its  eleiueuts  than 
in  transparency ;  also,  that  these  opacities  may  dis- 

appear, being  only  exaggerations  of  physiological 
opa';ity,  but  tliat  they  will  only  disappear  •w  hen  found under  these  conditions.  A  cataract  not  in  the  last 
d«<;ree  of  disorganization  will  be  modified  more  or 

less  according  to  the  state  of  its  primitive  elements, 
whilst  a  cataract  in  the  commencing  stage  will  be 
cured.  The  histologic  degree  of  transformation  of 
each  of  the  elements  of  the  lens  marks  the  limit 
of  action  of  the  evacuations  in  each  kind  of  cata- 

ract. It  is  very  rare  that  the  evacuations  do  not  arrest 
the  evolution  of  cataract ;  they  always  manifestly 
retard  it;  transformations  are  always  observed.  If 
the  opacity  increases  in  spite  of  the  evacuations,  the 
cause  is  always  found  to  be  in  the  state  of  the  gene- 

ral system,  and  in  the  return  of  symptoms  or  disor- ders in  the  circulation  of  the  choroid.  In  traumatic 
cataract,  if  the  lens  is  not  broken,  there  never  is 
transformation  of  elements,  neither,  consequently, 
return  of  transparency. 

The  elements  of  the  opake  lens  resume  their  transpa- 
rency only  so  far  as  they  have  not  been  destroyed  and 

prof  oundly  altered  in  their  structure  and  histologic  form. 
(p.  425.)  These  words  supply  the  response  to  those 
who  pretend  that  M.  Sperino  has  announced  that  all 
cataracts  are  cured  by  ophthalmocentesis.  They  sen- 

sibly extend,  we  must  confess,  the  catalogue  of  those 
who  are  condemned  to  remain  refractory.  But  by 
what  characteristics  can  those  be  recognized  whose 
histologic  elements  have  remained  intact.  The  au- 

thor does  not  tell  us,  and  this  is,  in  our  opinion,  a 
hiatus  in  his  work,  much  to  be  regretted,  otherwise 
so  conscientiously  elaborate. 

It  is  true  that  certain  indices  can  be  found  bearing 
on  this  point,  in  the  cases  he  reports,  and  which 
follow  the  generalities  we  have  just  gone  over  ;  but 
we  do  not  find  the  precise  indications  we  desire. 
The  author  does  not  consider  his  researches  perfected, 
and  if  he  has  limited  himself  in  presenting  to  the 
public  only  clinical  facts,  it  becomes  his  confreres  to 
extend  cheerful  help  in  his  researches  which  he  so 
actively  pursues,  and  which  are  yet  far  from  their 
termination. 

The  abstract  of  his  reported  cases  gives  the  follow- 
ing results :  In  thirty-eight  cases  of  cataract  of 

different  kinds,  he  has  obtained  seventeen  times  a 
notable  diminution  of  the  opacity  and  proportionate 
improvement  of  vision  by  means  of  a  number  of 
evacuations  varying  from  a  dozen  to  twenty-five. 

Twelve  times  complete,  or  nearly  complete  disap-  * 
pearance  of  the  opacity  and  the  restitution  of  nor- 

mal sight  by  from  fifteen  to  ninety-eight  evacua- tions. 
Nine  times,  no  result,  or  hardly  any  amelioration. 
The  cases  of  the  first  category  (diminution  of  cat- 

aract) are  nearly  exclusively  confined  to  commencing 
cataracts,  half  hard  or  half  soft,  ordinarily  incon^.- 

plete. 
Those  of  the  second,  (complete  cures)  to  com- 

mencing cataracts,  with  symptoms  of  glaucoma  or 
of  choroiditis,  more  or  less  marked. 

Those  of  the  third,  (unsuccessful)  hard  cataracts, 
matured. 

It  results  from  this  abstract  that,  at  first  sight,  the 
success  of  the  evacuations  has  been  in  inverse  ratio 
to  the  degree  of  advancement  of  the  alteration  which 
constitutes  what  is  called  "  cataract." 

The  teachings  of  this  work  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows  : 

1.  Paracentesis  regulates  the  circulation  of  the 
eye,  diminishes  congestion  and  inflammation,  what- 

ever its  form,  seat,  or  intensity. 
2.  It  is  then  indicated  in  all  cases  in  which  the 

constituent  parts  of  this  organ  arc  the  seat  of  mor- 
bid manifestations  of  this  order. 

3.  Spontaneous  opacities  of  the  lens,  being  always 
dependent  on  disorders  of  the  circulation,  are  advan- 

tageously modified  by  evacuations  of  the  aqueous 
humor,  in  so  far,  always,  as  the  histologic  elements 
of  the  lens  are  not  altered  otherwise  than  in  trans- 

parency, r 
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THE  BASIS  OP  SUCCESS  IN  MEDICAL 
JOUENALISM. 

The  past  two  years  have  witnessed  sad  havoc  in 
the  ranks  of  the  periodical  medical  literature  of  the 

countrj.  The  mortality  has  heen  fully  seven-tenths 

— certainly  a  very  high  rate.    The  fact  proves  the 
insufficiency  of  the  foundation  upon  which  much 
of  this  species  of  literature  has  rested.   Some  of  it 

has  lacked  independent  action,  and  all  independent 
support.    Both  are  indispensable  to  permanence 
and  practical  utility  to  the  profession.  Without 
the  first  named  principle,  the  second  can  never  be 

attained,  and  the  latter  can  only  be  retained  when 
once  acquired,  by  a  sedulous  adherence  to  the 
first. 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  are  other  considera- 

tions, apart  from  which,  the  probabilities  of  suc- 
cessful journalism  are,  to  say  the  least,  very  small. 

First,  there  must  be  judgment  exhibited  in  adapt- 
ing the  work  to  the  general  wants  of  the  profession. 

Second,  some  claim  to  editorial  ability,  united  with 
entire  independence  of  character,  is  requisite.  And 
third,  our  recent  experience  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  profession  insist 

upon  frequent  issues  as  a  claim  to  their  counte- 
nance and  support. 

A  restless  activity  characterizes  the  spirit  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  incessant  cry  of  the 

public  is  "Give,  give!"  and  to  meet  it  the  news- 
paper editor  has  to  issue  many  editions  a  day  in 

excitable  times  like  these.  The  physician  partakes 
of  the  tastes  and  habits  of  the  people  in  matters  of 
daily  interest,  and  is  scarcely  content  without  his 
daily  newspaper  at  his  morning  or  evening  repast. 
So,  in  medical  journalism.  Since  the  adoption  of 

the  hebdomadal  form  by  this  journal  in  1858,  being 
the  second  successful  attempt  of  the  kind  in  this 

country,  the  taste  of  the  profession  has  very  em- 

phatically endorsed  the  idea — which  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  have  been  done  before — and  they  will  not 
be  content  with  anything  less  frequent  than  weekly 
issues.  Even  the  troublous  times  through  which 
we  are  passing,  have  not  served  to  prevent  us 
from  attaining  a  circulation  more  than  double  that 
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ever  attained  by  any  quarterly  or  monthly  jour- 
nal hitherto  published  in  this  country.  We  have, 

in  an  editorial  career  of  nearly  thirteen  years,  to 

use  a  military  phrase  "felt  the  lines "  of  the  pro- 
fession in  quarterly,  monthly,  semi-monthly  and 

weekly  issues,  and  know  what  their  wants  are,  and 

have,  after  great  labor  and  heavy  sacrifices,  at- 
tained a  circulation  for  this  journal  that  enables 

it  in  some  degree  to  meet  those  wants.  What  still 
remains  to  be  done,  only  awaits  a  further  addition 
to  our  subscription  list. 

The  profession  are  learning  that  if  they  wish  to 

have  good,  practical  periodical  literature,  they 
must  concentrate  their  patronage,  so  as  to  provide 
the  means  to  meet  the  heavy  outlays  incident  to 

such  an  enterprise.  Few  have  any  idea  of  the  im- 
mense outlays  of  cash  necessary  to  pay  the  cur- 

rent expenses  of  issuing  several  thousand  copies 
of  a  weekly  journal  like  the  Repokter,  and  a  very 
large  subscription  list  alone,  could  enable  us  to  do 

so.  The  profession  have  it  in  their  power  to  sus- 
tain by  concentrated,  earnest  effort  a  periodical 

which  seeks  to  serve  them  alone  in  an  independent 

practical  manner,  and  they  certainly  evince  a  de- 
termination to  do  so. 

The  above  thoughts  have  been  suggested  by  the 

fact,  that  within  a  short  time,  two  or  three  of  the 
best  monthly  medical  journals  in  America  have 
been  compelled  to  suspend  their  issues,  not  from 
want  of  ability  in  their  editorial  management,,  or 
of  value  in  their  contents,  but  from  other  causes, 

which,  in  our  view  may  be  gathered  from  the  pre- 
ceding remarks.  As  the  profession  is  directly  in- 

terested in  the  maintainance  of  a  practical  and 

useful  periodical  medical  literature,  we  have  felt 

it  to  be  our  duty  to  place  the  above  thoughts  be- 
fore them. 

It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  this  journal  shall 

fully  meet  all  the  indications  presented  above. 

To  do  so,  it  must  rest  on  a  broad  and  sure  pecuni- 
ary basis,  founded  on  the  direct  support  of  the 

profession,  and  not  on  the  surplus  profits  of  some 
other  business  of  which  it  is  a  representative  and 
advertiser.  As  the  Reporter  aims  to  serve  the 

profession,  it  looks  to  its  supporters  to  extend  its 
circulation,  thus  securing  the  means  in  the  only 

true  way  of  adding  to  its  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

EDITORIAL. 



[Vol.  X. THE  "CANADA  LANCET." 
We  have  received  several  copies  of  tliis  Tvork. 

It  is  published  monthly  in  Montreal,  contains 
eight  pages  of  the  size  of  the  Reporter,  and  is 
furnished  at  the  low  price  of  one  dollar  a  year. 
Its  contents  are  varied  and  interesting,  and  the 
editorials  sprightly.  William  Edward  Bowmax, 
M.  D.,  is  the  editor  and  proprietor. 

There  have  been  a  dozen  attempts  in  as  many 
years,  to  establish  a  medical  journal  in  Canada. 
When  the  British  American  Journal  appeared,  we 

did  not  doubt  but  the  work  was  fully  accom- 
plished, as  it  was  ably  conducted,  and  its  contents 

were  more  than  ordinarily  interesting  and  useful. 
But,  if  we  are  correctly  informed.  Dr.  Hall,  its 
able  editor,  was  a  loser  by  the  enterprize.  We 
trust  that  Dr.  Bowmax  will  be  more  successful, 

but  we  confess  the  prospect,  judging  by  the  past, 
is  not  very  encouraging. 

Perhaps  our  Canadian  friends  want  a  journal 

issued  weekly.  We  have  already  a  good  foothold 
in  the  British  provinces,  and  shall  take  some  pains 

to  secure  communications  from  prominent  physi- 
cians in  that  section,  and  it  may  be  that  we  can 

meet  the  wants  of  medical  brethren  there. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Diphtheria. 
Dr.  C.  V.  MooRE,  of  Stillwater,  N.  J.,  writes: 

"  Diphtheria  has  been  prevailing  again,  the  type 
sthenic.  It  yields  pretty  generally  under  the  ad- 

ministration of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  emetic 
doses  repeated  every  twenty  four  or  thirty- six 
hours,  in  conjunction  with  chlorate  of  potash  and 
tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron.  Pustulation  with 
croton  oil  to  the  neck  seemed  decidedly  beneficial. 
I  have  met  with  several  cases  that  recovered  unex- 

pectedly, even  after  the  extension  of  the  disease  to 
the  larynx,  accompanied  by  croupy  cough."  Dr. 
MooRE  speaks  highly  of  the  beneficial  eflfects  of  the 
zinc  emetics  in  these  cases. 

An  Organic  Base  without  Oxygen. 
M.  RiKTii  has  extracted  an  alkaloid  from  the  bark 

of  the  ararihi  r^tbra,  a  Brazilian  tree.  This  new 
alkaloid,  which  has  received  the  name  aribine,  pos- 

sesses the  remarkable  property  of  containing  no  oxy- 
gen, being  the  first  instance  of  a  solid,  non-oxyge- 

noTis,  organic  base  in  nature.  Tlic  composition  of 
aribine  is  expressed  by  the  formula  C46  II20  N. — 
J^p.  de  rtuirra. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

BUPTURE  OF  THE  HEART, 
Unattended   with  any  organic  change  in  the 

parts  involved. 
Dec.  ISlh,  1S62.    Was  called  this  morning,  at  4 

A.  M.,  to  visit  a  seaman  attached  to  the  U.  S. 
Steamer  "  Galena,"  who  had  been  found  lying  dead 
in  Ms  hammock.  On  going  forward  I  found  the 
patient  lying  quietly  in  his  hammock,  as  if  asleep. 
His  position  and  the  expression  of  his  face  was  per- 

fectly natural.  Extremities  still  warm.  On  careful 
examination  it  became  evident  that  life  had  been  ex- 

tinct but  a  few  minutes,  and  that  death  had  occurred 
suddenly  with  scarcely  a  struggle. 

At  2  A.  Isl.  this  morning  he  awakened  one  of  his 
mess-mates  and  asked  for  a  piece  of  tobacco,  and  at 
that  time  seemed  as  well  as  usual.  At  4  A.  M.  the 

Quartermaster  on  endeavoring  to  awaken  him  to  re- 
lieve the  watch  on  deck,  found  him  dead.  The 

;  patient  has  never  complained  of  any  illness  since  he 
has  been  attached  to  the  vessel.  About  a  week  be- 

fore his  death  he  consulted  me  on  account  of  a  slight 
•'*'  uneasiness"  about  the  precordial  region.  A  little 
tinct.  lavand.  comp.  with  spts.  aether,  comp.  entirely 
relieved  the  difficulty  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 
All  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  death 
having  been  ascertained,  the  body  was  removed  aft, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion,  as  soon  as  practicable.  At  10  A.  M.  the 
autopsy  was  commenced.  Present — Surgeon  Marits 
DuvALL  of  the  U.  S.  Steamer  "New  Ironsides,"  and 

j  Lieut. -Commander  Pauldls-g,  commanding  U.  S. 

j  Steamer  "  Galena." Rigor  mortis  slight.  External  temperattire  32.0 
Body  still  warm  about  the  chest.  External  jitgtilars 
prominent.  No  marks  or  bruises,  or  any  indications 
of  violence  present. 

On  opening  the  thorax,  the  pericardium  was  found 
to  be  greatly  distended.  A  slight  incision  revealed 
the  presence  of  a  large  clot  of  coagulated  blood.  The 
incision  was  then  prolonged,  great  care  being  taken 
to  avoid  the  neighborhood  of  the  large  vessels,  by 
cutting  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  septum,  using  the 
finger  as  a  director. 

The  incision  being  sufficiently  prolonged,  it 
was  found  that  the  clot  completely  surrounded  the 

I  heart.  The  entire  mass  of  coagulated  blood  was 
then  carefully  removed  by  means  of  the  fingers,  and 

!  weighed.  "Weight,  nineteen  ounces.  After  the  re- 
moval of  the  clot,  the  heart  was  found  to  be  nearly 

of  the  natural  size,  but  possessing  a  remarkably 
shrivelled  and  blanched  appearance,  more  especially 
noticeable  around  the  apex,  where  the  compression 
had  been  greatest. 
The  parts  of  the  clot  which  had  lain  in  contact 

with  the  heart  presented  an  exact  impression  of  the 
shrivelled  and  corded  apex.    The  cavity  of  the  peri- 

;  cardium  was  then  carefully  sponged  out,  but  it  was 
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speedily  refilled  vrith  dark  venous  blood.   The  heart 
and  lungs  vrere  then  removed  "  en  masse"  and  the 
cause  of  the  hemorrhage  carefully  sought  for. 
Upon  careful  examination,  a  rupture  about  one- 

fourth  of  an  inch  in  length,  was  discovered  upon  th£ 
anterior  aspect  of  the  left  auricle,  parallel  with  the 
transverse  apex  of  the  heart.    The  rupture  was  situ- 

ated about  midway  between  the  entrance  of  the  pul- 
monary veins  and  the  junction  of  the  auricle  with 

the  ventricle.   The  shape  of  the  rupture  is  regular, 
not  lacerated,  the  edges  resembling  those  of  an  in- 

cised wound.    On  the  inner  surface  of  the  auricle 
there  is  a  very  slight  erosion  around  the  edges  of  the 
rupture.    All  the  valves  are  normal.     The  heart 
contained  no  fibrous  clots.    There  is  no  evidence  of  | 
atheroma  or  ulceration  anywhere.    The  pericardium  j 
was  healthy.    The  heart  presents  no  evidence  of  pre-  j 
vious  disease.  j No  other  organs  were  examined.  i 
Prominent  among  the  causes  which  predispose  to  ■ 

this  lesion,  as  given  by  Stokes,  we  find  abscesses  on  | 
the  cardiac  walls,  apoplectic  eflfusions  into  the  sub-  ! 
stance  of  the  heart,  muscular  aneurism,  and  fatty  ! 
degeneration.  j 

A  most  rigid  scrutiny  of  the  appearances  in  the  case  j 
detailed,  failed  to  detect  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  j 
of  these.    The  patient  died  totally  regardless  of  all  j 
pathological  laws,  as  we  at  present  understand  them.  . 

downward  and  inward.  The  fractures  were  not 
accompanied  by  any  wounds,  although  at  the 
lower  injury  there  was  considerable  tumefaction 

and  discoloration  of  the  integuments. ' 
The  patient  took  several  steps  previous  to  being 

conveyed  on  board,  which  caused  considerable 
swelling  at  the  ankle-joint,  and  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  to  detect  crepitus  and  mobility  of  the 
parts.  After  being  placed  in  his  berth,  the  limb 
was  laid  upon  a  soft  pillow,  and  the  whole  placed 
in  a  fracture-box  prepared  for  the 'occasion  ;  a  foot 
piece  was  attached  to  the  bottom  slat,  and  the 
sides  were  on  hinges,  in  order  that  the  limb  might 
be  loosely  confined,  to  allow  of  cold  irrigation 
being  employed.  To  effect  this  a  skein  of  cotton, 
well  wetted,  was  hung  over  the  edge  of  a  wide- 
mouthed  bottle  of  ice-water,  one  end  reaching  into 
the  water  and  the  other  pendent  outside  ;  this, 
acting  as  a  syphon,  caused  a  continual  dripping 
on  the  part.  After  administering  pnlv.  ipecac,  et 
opii.,  gr.  XV.,  the  patient  was  allowed  to  rest 
for  the  night.  He  suffered  severely  from  muscular 
contractions  ;  at  times  the  limb  being  bent  nearly 
at  right  angles,  at  the  seat  of  the  lower  fracture. 

Early  on  the  next  morning,  mild  saline  purga- 
tives were  given  to  relieve  the  bowels  and  reduce 

Neither  his  previous  history  nor  the  appearances  .  the  inflammatory  state  of  the  limb.  The  anti- 
after  death,  throw  any  clear  light  upon  the  cause  of  j  phlogistic   treatment  was  continued  for  twelve 
the  lesion. 

The  evidence  obtainable  from  his  previous  history  ; 
is  almost  entirely  negative.    Up  to  the  period  of  his  j 
death,  his  health  had  been  unusually  good,  and  his  ' 
duties,  which  were  of  a  nature  requiring  frequent  j 
violent  exertion,  were  always  performed  with  cheer-  • 
fulness  and  alacrity.    So  far  as  I  can  learn  he  has  [ 
never  suffered  from  any  of  those  diseases  which  gen- 

erally predispose  the  heart  to  organic  derangement.  | 
The  lesion  can  only  be  ascribed  to  a  weakness  of  the  i 
muscular  fibre  framing  the  walls  of  the  auricle,  and  i 
the  case  must  be  included  in  that  rare  class  where 
rupture  of  the  muscular  portion  occurs,  not  pre- 

ceded by  any  preceptible  organic  change  in  the  part 
involved. 

R.  E.  Yxs  GiESO',  M.  D. 
Newark,  N.  7.,  June,  1863. 

PKACTUEE OF   THE  TIBIA 
BULA, AND  FI- 

SuccessfuUy  Treated. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1862,  John  D.  W.,  Engineer 
U.  S.  N.,  set  26,  of  good  constitution,  was  ashore 
on  duty.  A  weight  fell  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
right  leg,  about  eight  inches  below  the  knee, 
causing  a  simple  transverse  fracture  of  the  infe- 

rior extremity  of  the  tibia,  two  inches  above  the 
malleolus  internus ;  also,  a  fracture  of  the  supe- 

rior extremity  of  the  fibula,  three  inches  from 
the  head,  in  an  oblique  direction  from  without, 

I  days,  until  the  inflammation  and  part  of  the 
swelling  had  disappeared. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  from  the  date  of  the 

injury  the  fractures  were  reduced,  and  the  neces- 
sary splints  and  bandages  applied ;  and  no  diffi- 

culty was  experienced  in  procuring  firm  union, 
and  a  sound  limb  at  the  expiration  of  ten  weeks' 
time.  Although  considerable  stiffness  and  immo- 

bility at  the  ankle-joint  remained  for  some  time, 
this  gradually  disappeared  under  the  use  of  tinct. 
iodine,  friction,  and  cold  water. 

L.  Travek,  M.D.,  U.S.X. 
U.  S.  Steamer  Delaware. 

CffiSAKEAN  OPERATIOK". Becovery. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1861,  I  was  summoned  to 
attend  Mrs.  A.,  set.  39.  On  inquiry  I  learned  that 
she  was  married  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and 
was  then  pregnant  with  her  eighteenth  child.  The 
full  time  of  gestation  had  expired,  and  prepara- 

tions had  been  in  readiness  for  her  confinement 
more  than  a  month ;  but  no  labor-pains  came  on, 
and  the  patient  was  extremely  weak  and  fainting. 
I  applied  my  stethoscope  to  the  abdomen,  and 
introduced  a  catheter  into  the  womb,  with  little 
or  no  pain,  when  a  dark,  muddy-looking  liquid 
flowed  from  her,  too  offensive  to  endure,  furnish- 

ing some  evidence  of  the  death  of  the  child.  I 
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[Vol.  X. told  my  patient  the  child  was  not  living,  and  her 
chance  for  life  was  very  doubtful ;  not  one  in  a 
hundred ;  she  begged  of  me  to  give  her  that 
chance.  I  immediately  prepared  for  the  opera- 

tion. On  April  22d,  with  the  aid  of  Dr.  L.  Travee 
and  Mr.  F.  H.  Dodge,  I  performed  the  operation, 
Mr.  Dodge  administering  the  chloroform. 

An  incision  was  made  twelve  inches  in  length, 
elliptical,  commencing  about  six  inches  above,  and 
to  the  right  of  the  umbilicus,  near  the  linea  alba, 
curving  slightly,  and  ending  near  the  symphysis 
pubis.  Opening  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  I 
found  a  full-grown  male  child,  weighing  eight 
and  one  half  pounds,  well  developed,  thick  head 
of  hair,  and  well-formed  finger  nails,  dead,  lying 
with  the  head  down,  and  in  apposition  with  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen,  the  womb  having  ruptured, 
and  ;let  the  child  through  among  the  intestines. 
The  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  filled  with  a  large 
quantity  of  very  offensive  fluid,  the  omentum  be- 

ing entirely  wanting,  and  the  umbilical  cord 
very  much  withered.  The  inner  walls  of  the 
abdomen  presented  that  livid  red  appearance  so 
characteristic  in  gangrenous  inflammation.  The 
patient  was  a  good  subject  for  chloroform,  remain- 

ing unconscious  during  the  operation. 
After  the  operation  Mrs.  A.  sank  rapidly,  pulse 

failing  so  as  not  to  be  counted.  I  administered 
frequent  drafts  of  brandy  and  water,  sustaining 
her  on  the  stimulant  principle  for  thirty- six  hours, 
when  the  pulse  again  became  perceptible,  and  all 
the  symptoms  more  favorable.  In  two  months 
after  the  operation  the  patient  sat  up,  and  is  now 
well  and  taking  full  charge  of  her  family. 

Solutions  of  arsenic  and  gentle  tonics  were  the 
only  means  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this 
case.  I  visited  Mrs.  A.  M^y  2d,  1863,  and  found 
her  enjoying  good  health,  with  the  exception  of 
the  non-appearance  of  the  menses. 

Charles  L.  Spencer,  M.  D. 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  May  7,  1863. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Field  Hospital  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
The  following  description  of  the  Field  Hospital  of 

the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  from  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Daily  Jnqmrer,  of  this  city. 

Believing  that  the  mentioning  in  detail  the  manner 
in  which  are  organized  the  iicld  hospitals  among  us 
would  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  "  friends  at  home," 
we  purpose  to  give  as  accurate  a  description  of  one 
of  them  as  can  well  be  done  on  paper,  taking,  as  our 
model,  that  belonging  to  the  First  Division,  Third 
Corps,  for  the  reason  that  the  Inspector-General,  in 
his  report  to  general  head-fiuarters,  denominates  it 
as  the  hcHt  in  the  army. 

The  location  is  upon  a  side  hill,  completely  shel- 

tered from  the  north  and  east  winds,  while  to  the 
south  and  west  lies  a  plateau  covered  by  thick  woods, 
and  through  which  runs  the  Potomac  Creek. 

The  immense  number  of  tents  which  go  to  make 
up  this  camp,  are  all  of  the  largest  hospital  size,  all 
new,  and  consequently  neat  and  clean.  These  tents 
are  divided  into  sixteen  wards,  three  to  a  ward. 
These  are  sub-divided  ;  one  appropriated  to  sick  and 
another  to  wounded  officers,  three  to  sick  and  ten  to 
the  use  of  wounded  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  ;  while  yet  another,  remote  from  the  other 
half  a  mile  or  more,  is  known  as  the  "pest  ward," 
where  are  placed  all  who  may  be  infected  with  con- 

tagious diseases. 
In  addition  to  these  there  are  many  other  tents, 

used  respectively  as  a  dispensary,  one  by  the  matron, 
a  ward  room,  a  cook  house  for  the  sick,  two  for  the 
same  purpose  for  the  wounded,  one  used  as  an  office, 
and  in  addition  to  all  these  are  a  number  of  A,  or 
wedge  tents,  known  as  the  convalescent  camp,  and 
in  which  may  be  comfortably  accommodated  some 
five  hundred  patients. 

The  whole  have  been  tastily  laid  out,  with  wide 
and  spacious  avenues  between,  the  tout  ensemble  pre- 

senting an  air  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  pleasing  to 
contemplate. 

The  Dispensary  is  under  the  charge  of  Assistant 
Surgeon  Humphreys,  who  has  the  dispensing  of  the 
medicines. 

The  Ward-room  is  an  institution  deserving  of 
something  more  than  a  passing  notice.  It  is  to  this 
room  the  patient,  upon  his  arrival,  is  first  taken, 
stripped  of  his  apparel,  then  carefully  washed,  at- 

tired in  new  and  clean  clothing,  and  from  there  sent 
to  the  ward  where  he  is  to  be  located. 

All  his  personal  efi'ects,  such  as  blanket,  knapsack, arms  and  accoutrements,  as  well  as  the  clothes  he 
has  dofi'ed,  are  labeled  and  stored  carefully  away  in this  same  ward  room.  If  he  recovers,  returns  to  his 
regiment,  or  is  discharged,  then  all  are  returned  to 
him  ;  while  if  he  should  die,  they  are  delivered  to 
such  as  may  call  for  them,  upon  the  presenting  of 
a  certificate  signed  by  the  deceased  one's  Captain, 
that  they  are  the  proper  parties  to  receive  them. 

The  tent  known  as  the  Matron's  contains  a  large- 
sized  cooking-stove.  Here  all  the  nicer  delicacies, 
milk-punch,  farina  and  corn-starch  pudding,  and 
such  like  "  liome-reminders,"  are  prepared  for  use  by 
the  sick,  under  the  supervision  of  that  noble-hearted 
lady,  Mrs.  McKay. To  each  ward  four  nurses  are  appointed,  while  each 
surgeon  has  the  charge  of  two  of  the  wards. 

There  are  some  twelve  persons  in  all  who  are  as- 
signed to  duty  as  cooks,  their  special  province  being 

to  see  that  all  articles  are  well  prepared  and  properly 
distributed.  These  latter,  as  well  as  the  nurses  and 
those  selected  to  do  j^oUce  duty,  are  all  taken  from 
the  convalescent  camp.  By  doing  "  police  duty"  is 
meant  that  they  are  to  keep  the  camp  and  its  sur- 

roundings clean  and  in  perfect  order. 
A  Commissary  is  also  assigned  to  duty  here;  from 

him  all  the  sick  and  wounded  draw  their  rations, 
which  are  taken  in  bulk  to  the  kitchens,  there  cooked, 
and  from  thence  distributed.  Regular  meal  calls  are 
here  instituted — breakfast  at  seven,  dinner  at  twelve 
and  supper  at  seven. 

This  whole  mammoth  establishment  is  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Assistant  Surgeon  George 
LuTz,  of  Union  county.  Pa.  A  better  man  for  the 
position  cannot  be  found,  he  being  daily  in  receipt 
of  the  highest  encomiums  of  his  superiors,  and 
hourly  in  receipt  of  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  disabled. 
Surgeon  J.  W.  Lyman  is  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
Division,  and  is  ably  assisted  in  his  arduous  labors 
by  Assistant  Surgeons  McIlvain,  of  the  Sixty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Dennison,  of  the  One-hun- 
dred-and-forty-first,  Vaughan,  of  the  One-hundred- 
and-fifth,  Watson,  of  the  Third  Maine,  Norris,  of 
the  Seventeen  til  Mainfi,  and  Robinson,  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York. 
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The  aggregate  number  of  patients  in  the  Hospital 

is  as  follows : 
Sick  in  Hospital,   99 

"    "  Quarters,  113 
Total  sick  212 

Wounded  in  Hospital  262 
"        "  Quarters  474 

Total  wounded  736 
It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  all,  both  sick  and 

•Wounded,  are  rapidly  recovering.  The  proportion 
of  deaths  will  be  small  when  compared  with  the  im- 

mense number  of  patients  now  in  confinement. 
Assignments. 

Dr.  Harlan,  of  the  10th  Pennsylvania,  has  been 
assigned  as  Acting  Medical  Director  at  Suffolk. 

Surgeon  B.  A.  Clements  has  been  assigned  to  duty 
as  Assistant  Medical  Director ;  Surgeon  J.  H.  Tay- 

lor, as  Medical  Inspector  and  Assistant  Surgeon ; 
Warren  Webster,  as  Medical  Inspector. 

 ^'t^-^  

News  and  Miscellany. 

National  Academy  of  Sciences. 
The  first  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 

the  22d  of  April,  in  the  Chapel  of  the  University  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  the  proceedings  of  which, 
have  only  recently  been  given  to  the  public.  Hon. 
Henry  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  to  whose  exertion 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  incorporation  is  mainly 
due,  called  the  meeting  to  order  in  a  brief  address, 
the  main  points  of  which  were  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Act,  passed  in 
the  closing  hours  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress, 
"  To  Incorporate  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences." 
This  Act,  under  which  you  have  met  to  organize,  in- 

corporates in  America,  and  for  America,  a  National 
Institution,  whose  objects,  ranging  over  the  illimit- 

able fields  of  Science,  are  limited  only  by  the  won- 
drous capacities  of  the  human  intellect.  Such  an 

institution  has  been  for  years  in  the  thought  and  on 
the  tongue  of  the  devotees  of  science,  but  its  attain- 

ment seemed  far  in  the  future.  Now  it  is  an  ac- 
chieved  fact.  Our  country  has  spoken  it  into  being 
in  this  "  dark  and  troubled  night"  of  its  history, and  commissioned  you,  gentlemen,  to  mould  and 
fashion  its  organization,  to  infuse  into  it  that  vital 
and  animated  spirit  that  shall  win  in  the  boundless 
domains  of  science,  the  glittering  prizes  of  achieve- 

ment that  will  gleam  forever  on  the  brow  of  the 
nation. 

This  Act  of  incorporation  may  not  be — is  not — 
perfect.  The  task  has  been  one  of  difficulty  and 
delicacy.  The  number  of  members  must  be  limited, 
while  the  most  eminent  men  of  science  must  be  rec- 

ognized, and  sectional  claims  harmonized.  If  unin- 
tentional injustice  has  been  done  to  any  one,  if 

mistakes  have  been  made,  time  will,  I  trust,  correct 
the  injustice  and  the  mistakes.  Changes  will 
surely  come.  "  Death  is  in  the  word,"  and  this 
original  list  of  honored  names  will  not  remain  long 
unbroken.  If  men  of  merit  have  been  forgotten  in 
this  Act  of  incorporation,  the  Academy  should  seize 
the  first  and  every  occasion  to  right  the  seeming 
wrong. 

This  Academy  is  destined,  I  trust,  to  live  as  long 
as  the  Republic  shall  endure,  and  bear  upon  its  rolls 
the  names  of  the  savans  of  coming  generations.  Let 
it  then  advance  high  its  standard.  Let  it  be  as  in- 

flexible as  justice,  and  as  uncompromising  as  truth. 
Let  it  speak  with  the  authority  of  knowledge,  that 

pretension  may  sink  abashed  before  it,  and  merit 
everywhere  turn  to  it,  confident  of  recognition. 

Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  of  Washington,  was  then 
elected  Chairman  joro  tern.,  and  Prof.  Caswell,  of 
Providence,  Secretary.  The  following  resolution 
was  then  passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Academy  accept  the  act  of  In- 
corporation, and  hereby  declares  its  intention  of 

entering  with  earnestness  and  devotion  upon  the 
high  course  marked  out  for  it  by  Congress. 

Another  resolution  thanking  Mr.  Wilson  for  his 
action  in  the  Senate  in  behalf  the  Academy  was  then 

passed. A  Committee  of  Nine  was  then  appointed  to  draft 
and  report  a  plan  of  organization.  The  organiza- 

tion finally  adopted  is,  in  its  main  features,  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  The  class  of  Mathematics  and  Physics. 
2.  The  class  of  Natural  History. 
The  corporate  members  elect  under  which  of  these 

two  classes,  and  in  which  section  of  that  class,  they 
\\ill  inscribe  their  names.  The  classes  are  subdi- 

vided thus  : 
A.  Class  of  Mathematics  and  Physics. — Sec- 

tions 1.  Mathematics :  2.  Physics :  3.  Astronomy, 
Geography  and  Goedesy :  4.  Mechanics :  5.  Chem- istry. 

B.  Class  op  Natural  History.— Sections  1. 
Mineralogy  and  Geology :  2.  Zoology :  3.  Anatomy 
and  Physiology :  5.  Ethnology. 
While  each  member  chooses  his  own  position,  he 

may  also  be  elected  an  honorary  member  of  any  sec- 
tion by  the  members  thereof,  and  the  Academy  re- 

tains the  power  of  transferring  a  member  from  one 
section  to  another. 

There  may  be  fifty  foreign  associates  who  take  no 
part  in  the  business  of  the  Academy,  but  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  its  sessions,  reading  and  com- 

municating papers,  and  of  receiving  a  copy  of  the 
publications  of  the  Academy. 

The  officers  of  the  Academy  are  a  President,  a 
Vice-President,  a  Foreign  Secretary,  a  Home  Secre- 

tary, and  a  Treasurer,  all  of  whom  are  elected  for  a 
term  of  six  years. 

There  is  also  a  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  each 
class,  elected  annually  at  each  January  meeting. 
The  officers  of  the  Academy,  and  Chairman  of  the 
classes,  together  with  four  members  to  be  annually 
elected  by  the  Academy,  constitute  a  Council  for  the 
transaction  of  such  business  as  is  assigned  to  them 
by  law  or  by  the  Academy. 

The  powers  of  the  President  (or,  in  case  of  his  ab- 
sence or  disability,  the  Vice  President,)  are  to  pre- 

side at  the  meetings  of  the  Academy,  name  (unless 
otherwise  provided  by  law)  Committees  of  members, 
referring  business,  experimental  inquiries,  investiga- 

tions or  preliminary  inquiries  required  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  or  its  branches,  to 

members  specially  conversant  with  the  subject ;  and, 
with  the  Council,  to  direct  the  general  business  of  the 
Academy.  The  duties  of  the  other  officers  present 
nothing  beyond  what  is  usual  in  all  similar  organi- 
zations. 

The  Academy  holds  two  stated  meetings  in  each 
year — one  in  January  and  one  in  August.  The  Jan- 

uary meeting  is  to  be  held  always  in  Washington,  on 
the  3d  day  of  January,  (or,  when  that  day  is  a  Sun- 

day, on  the  4th;)  but  the  August  meeting  will  be 
held  at  such  place  as  the  Academy  at  any  previous 
meeting  designate,  and  on  the  8d  Wednesday  of  the 
month.  The  scientific  meetings  of  the  Academy  are 
to  be  open  or  public,  the  business  meetings  closed. 
Communications  by  persons  not  members  of  the 
Academy  are  to  be  presented  and  read  by  a  member, 
who  makes  himself  responsible  only  for  the  general 
propriety  of  the  paper,  and  not  for  opinions  expressed 
by  the  author. Propositions  for  researches,  experiments,  observa- 

tions, investigations  or  reports,  shall  originate  with 
the  classes  to  which  the  subjects  are  appropriate 
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fVoL.  X. and  then  be  snbmittedto  the  Academy  for  discussion  |  Engleman,  St.  Lonis,  Mo.;  J.  F.  Frazer,  Pennsylva- 
and  approval  or  rejection,  excepting  propositions  i  nia  ;  Wolcott  Gibbs  New  York  ;  J.  M.  Gillis,  tj.  S. 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  |  Naval  Observatory,  Kentucliy  ;  A.  A.  Gonld,  Mas- 
its  branches,  -which  shall  be  acted  npon  by  the  Presi 
dent,  -who  in  all  snch  cases,  report,  if  necessary, at  once  to  the  Government,  and  also  to  the  Academy 
at  the  next  stated  meeting.  The  judgment  of  the 
Academy  is  to  be  at  all  times  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Government  upon  any  matter  of  science  or  art 
within  the  limits  of  the  subjects  embraced  by  it.  The 
President  of  the  Academy  is  competent,  in  special 
cases,  to  call  in  the  aid,  upon  committees,  of  experts, 
or  men  of  remarkable  attainments  not  members  of 
the  Academy. 

The  anuual  report  to  be  presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Cougress  is  to  be  prepared  by  the  President  of  the 
Academy,  and  before  its  presentation  is  to  be  sub- 

mitted, first  to  the  Council,  and  then  to  the  Academy 
at  the  January  meeting.  The  abstract  of  a  memoir 
may  be  sent  by  any  member  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
to  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members 
during  the  recess  of  the  Academy.  ♦ 

These  are  the  most  important  features  of  the  or- 
ganic law  of  the  National  Academy  of  Science.  An 

election  was  held  under  the  rules,  when  the  follow-  [ 
ing  officers  were  chosen  almost  unanimously  : 

Presideiit — Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Vice-President — James  D.  Daxa,  New  Haven, Conn. 
Foreign  Secretarij — Loris  Agassiz,  Cambridge, Mass. 

Home  Secretary — "Wolcott  Glbbs,  New  York. Treasurer — Faiemais  Rogees,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
officees  of  the  classes. 

Class  .4,  Mathematics  and  Physics — Chairman,  B. 
PiEECE,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Secretary,  B.  A.  Gould, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Cla^s  B,  Xatural  History — Chairman,  B.  Slllimajt, 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  Secretary,  J.  S.  Newberkt, Ohio. 

Pepresentatives  in  Council — Admiral,  C.  H.  Davis, 
Lewis  M.  PvUTHEefoed,  Dr.  Jokn'  Toebet,  Prof.  J. P.  Lesley. 

After  the  completion  the  organization,  each  mem- 
ber present,  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 

organic  law,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stateslfor  its  own  mem- 

bers, and  in  addition  thereto,  took  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences,  to  the  best  of  his  abilit}'. 

The  President  then  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  asking  the  Academy  to  prepare  a 
report  upon  the  subject  of  Weights,  Measures  and 
Coinage,  both  domestic  and  international.  A  reso- 

lution of  thanks  to  Chancellor  Ferris,  for  the  use  of 
the  rooms  in  the  University  Building,  was  passed 
unanimously,  and  the  Academy  adjourned  to  meet  in 
the  City  of  Washington  on  the  3d  of  January,  1SG4. 

sachusetts  ;  B.  A.  Gould,  Massachusetts  ;  Asa  Gray, 
:Massachsetts  ;  A.  Guoyot,  New  Jersey ;  James  Hall, 
New  York  •,  Joseph  Henry,  at  large  J.  E.  Hilgard, 
at  large,  Illinois  ;  Edward  Hitchcock,  Massachusetts; 
J.  S.  Hubbard,  United  States  Naval  Observatory, 
Connecticut ;  A.  A.  Humphreys,  United  States  Army, 
Pennsylvania  ;  J.  L.  Le  Conte,  United  States  Army, 
Pennsylvania  ;  J.  Leidy,  Pennsylvania  ;  J.  P.  Lesley, 
Pennsylvania  ;  M.  F.  Longstreth,  Pennsylvania  ;  D. 
H.  Mahan,  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  Virginia  ;  J.  S. 
Newberry,  Ohio  ;  H.  A.  Newton,  Connecticut ;  Ben- 

I  jamin  Pierce,  Massachusetts  ;  John  Eodgers,  U.  S. 
Navy,  Indiana  ;  Fairman  Rogers,  Pennsylvania  ;  R. 

I  E.  Rogers,  Pennsylvania  ;  W.  B.  Rogers,  Massachu- 
setts  fL.  M.  Rutherford,  New  York  ;''Joseph  Saxton, at  large  ;  Benjamin  Silliman,  Connecticut ;  Benjamin 
Silliman,  Jr.,  Connecticut ;  Theodore  Strong,  New 

Jersey  ;  John  Torrey,  New  York;  J.  G.  Tot^ten,  U. I  S.  Army,  Connecticut ;  Joseph  Winlock,  U.  S.  Nau- 
!  tical  Almanac,  Kentucky  ;  Jeffries  Wyman,  Massa- 
1  chtisetts  ;  J.  D.  "^Tiitney,  California,  their  associates and  successors,  duly  chosen,  are  hereby  incorporated, 
constituted  and  declared  to  be  a  body  corporate,  by 
the  name  of  the  "  National  Academy  of  Sciences." 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  shall  consist  of  not  more  than 
fifty  ordinary  members,  and  the  said  corporation, 
hereby  constituted,  shall  have  power  to  make  its  own 
organization,  including  its  Constitution  and  by-laws 
and  rules  and  regulations ;  to  fill  all  vacancies 
created  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise ;  to  pro- 

vide for  the  election  of  foreign  and  domestic  mem- 
bers, the  division  into  classes,  and  all  other  matters 

needful  or  usual  in  such  institutions,  and  to  report 
the  same  to  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  Aoid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting 
at  stich  place  in  the  United  States  as  may  be  desig- 

nated, and  the  Academy  shall,  whenever  called  upon 
by  any  department  of  the  Government,  investigate, 
examine,  experiment,  and  report  upon  any  subject  of 
science  or  art,  the  actual  expense  of  such  investiga- 

tions, examinations,  experiments  and  reports  to  be 
paid  from  apropriations  which  may  be  made  for  the 
purpose,  but  the  Academy  shall  receive  no  compen- sation for  anv  services  to  the  Government  of  the 

United  States.'' 

THE  ACT  OF  incorporation. 
The  act  of  Incorporation  is  as  follows  ; 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  passed  by  the 

last  Congress  to  incorporate  the  National  Academy 
of  Sciences  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 

Sjress  assembled,  That  Louis  Agassiz,  Massachusetts; 
F.  H.  Alexander,  Maryland  ;  S.  Alexander,  New  Jer- 

sey; A.  D.  Bache,  at  large;  F.  A.  B.  Barnard,  at 
large  ;  J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Armv,  Massachusetts  ; 
W.  IL  C.  Bartlett,U.  S.  Military  Academy,  Missouri; 
U.  A.  Boyden,  Massachusetts ;  Alexis  Caswell, 
Rhode  Island  ;  Wm.  Chauvenet,  Missouri ;  J.  H.  C. 
Coffin,  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  Maine  ;  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
U.  S.  Navy,  Pennsylvania  ;  J.  D.  Dana,  Connecticut; 
Charles  U.  Davie,  U.  S.  Navy,  Massachusetts  ;  Geo. 

j  American  Medical  Association. 
Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  a  dispatch  from  Chi- '  cago  says : 

1  The  American  Medical  Association  held  their  an- 
}  nual  meeting  here  yesterday.  The  following  officers 
1  were  elected:  President,  Alden  March,  of  New 
j  York  ;  Vice  Presidents,  J.  Couper,  of  Delaware  ;  D. 
j  Prince,  of  Illinois ;  C.  C.  Coxe,  of  Maryland ;  and 
E.  S.  Cann,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  prize  medal  was  awarded  to  Sam'l  R.  Percy, of  New  York,  for  a  prize  essay. 
A  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  memorialize 

Congress  relative  to  the  rank  of  surgeons  in  the 
army. 

A  motion  to  protest  against  the  recent  order  of  the 
Surgeon-General  prohibiting  the  use  of  mercury  and 
antimony  in  the  army  was  referred  to  a  committee. 
We  expect  to  publish  a  full  report  of  the  proceed- 

ings, as  soon  as  received. 
Statistics  of  the  Globe. 

The  following  curious  facts  are  stated  by  the  AheilU 
M'dicale ;— The  earth  is  inhabited  by  about  1,288,000,- 
000  of  inhabitants,  viz  :  369,000,000  of  the  Caucasian 
race,  552,000,000  of  the  Mongolian  race,  196,000,000 
of  the  American  Indians,  and  200,000,000  of  the 
Malay  races.  All  these  respectively  speak  3064  lan- 

guages, and  profess  1000  different  religions.  The 
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amount  of  deaths  per  annum  is  333,333,333,  or 
91,954  per  day,  3730  per  hour,  60  per  minute,  or  1 
per  second ;  so  that  at  eyery  pulsation  of  our  hearts, 
a  human  being  dies.  This  loss  is  compensated  by 
an  equal  number  of  births.  The  average  duration  of 
life  throughout  the  globe  is  33  years.  One-fourth  of 
this  population  dies  before  the  seventh  year,  and  one- half  before  the  seventeenth.  Out  of  10,000  persons 
only  one  reaches  his  hundredth  year,  only  one  in  500 
his  eightieth,  and  one  in  TOO  his  sixty-fifth.  Married 
people  live  longer  than  unmarried  ones,  and  a  tall 
man  is  likely  to  live  longer  than  a  short  one.  Until 
the  fiftieth  vear  women  have  a  better  chance  of  life 
than  men,  but  beyond  that  period  the  chances  are 
equal.  Sixty-five  persons  out  of  one  thousand 
marry.  The  months  of  June  and  December  are 
those  in  which  marriages  are  most  frequent.  Child- 

ren born  in  the  spring  are  generally  stronger  than 
those  born  in  other  "Reasons.  Births  and  deaths 
chiefly  occur  at  night.  The  number  of  men  able  to 
bear  arms  is  but  an  eighth  of  the  population.  The 
nature  of  the  profession  exercises  a  great  influence 
on  longevity  ;  thus  out  of  100  of  each  of  the  follow- 

ing professions  the  number  of  those  who  attain 
their  seventieth  year  is — among  clergymen,  42  ;  agri- 

culturalists, 40  ;  trades  and  manufacturers,  S3  ;  sol- 
diers, 32 ;  clerks,  32 ;  lawyers,  29 ;  artists,  28 ; 

professors,  27 ;  physicians,  24 ;  so  that  those  who 
study  the  art  of  prolonging  the  lives  of  others  are 
most  liable  to  die  early,  probably  on  account  of  the 
effluvia  to  which  they  are  constantly  exposed.  There 
are  in  the  world  335,000,000  of  Christians,  5,000,000 
of  Jews,  600,000,000  professing  some  of  the  Asiatic 
religions,  160,000.000  of  Mahometans,  and  200,000,000 
of  Pao-ans.  Of  the  Christians.  170,000,000  profess 
the  Roman  Catholic,  76,000,000  the  Greek,  and 
80,000,000  the  Protestant  creeds.— 5o.s^on  Medical Jourjud. 

Taken  Prisoner. 

Dr.  Haist),  Medical  Director  of  Gen.  Peck's  army, 
at  Sufltolk,  Va.,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels 
about  the  17th  ult. 

Medical  Men  in  Canada. 
The  number  of  medical  men  in  the  City  of  Mon- 

treal, is  seventy-six,  not  including  the  twenty  army 
surgeons.  In  Toronto,  sixty-three  ;  in  Ottawa  City, 
twenty ;  and  in  Kingston,  nineteen. — Canoxia  Lancet. 

Dr.  Edward  A.  Pierson. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  District  Medical  Soci- 
ety for  the  County  of  Essex,  N.  J.,  held  at  the  house 

of  Dr.  J.  He?srt  Claek,  in  Newark,  June  1st,  Dr.  L. 
A.  Smith  was  called  to  the  chair.  A  committee 

composed  of  J.  Henry  Claek,  J.  F.  "Ward,  and 
Stephen  Weeks,  were  appointed  to  prepare  resolu- 

tions. Dr.  "Ward  read  a  very  interesting  letter  from 
Dr.  Weeks,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Dr.  Wm.  Gains  Bruce, 
Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Steamer  Niphon,  who  attended 
Dr.  Pierson  in  his  last  hours.  The  letters  contained 
the  particulars  of  his  death,  and  also  a  very  high 
eulogium  upon  the  professional  and  social  character- 

istics of  the  deceased.  The  following  resolutions 
were  reported  by  the  committee  and  adopted  : 

Besolved,  That  we  are  greatly  grieved  by  the  unex- 
pected announcement  of  the  death  of  our  brother  Dr. 

Edward  A.  Pierson. 
—  That  we  cherish  the  memory  of  him  who  is  the 

first  martyr  from  our  ranks  to  the  cause  of  the  salva- 
tion of  our  imperilled  country. 

—  That  we  express  our  sincere  gratitude  to  that 
kind  Providence  which  has  protected  the  many  from 
our  society  who  have  gone  out  to  share  the  privation 
and  mitigate  the  sufi"ering  of  the  brave  men  who  are fighting  the  battles  for  the  Union. 
—  That  we  congratulate  ourselves,  and  all  who 

loved  or  respected  our  deceased  brother,  that  he  died 
at  the  post  of  duty,  in  his  place,  and  while  in  the 
very  act  of  preparation  to  care  for  those  who  might 
be  exposed  to  similar  casualties. 
—  That  in  view  of  the  kind  spirit  of  our  deceased 

brother,  and  of  his  ample  preparation  for  advance  in 
his  profession,  and  the  many  evidences  that  he  was 
fully  occupying  a  position  of  honor  and  usefulness, 
we  deplore  his  loss  to  his  country,  as  well  as  to  our- 

selves ;  however,  our  grief  is  mitigated  by  the  recol- 
lection of  the  patriotic  language  of  Dr.  Warren,  the 

great  physician  and  patriot,  and  the  distinguished 
martyr  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  he  was  leaving  his  home 
to  take  command  of  the  troops,  on  that  occasion. 
JDulce  et  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori. 
—  That  our  warmest  sympathies  are  extended  to 

the  mother  and  sisters  of  the  deceased,  of  whom  we 
beg  permission  to  join  in  the  mournful  occasion  in 
the  last  act  of  courtesy  and  kindness. 
—  That  we  will  attend  the  funeral  of  our  deceased 

friend  on  Wednesday,  and  will  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 
—  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate 

to  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  Pierson  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  secure  their  publica- tion. 

A  committee  was  appointed  as  pall-bearers. Bethel  Dodd, Secretary. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPOIfDENTS. 
Dk  0.  L.,  Pennsylvania. — We  will  procure  you  the  Avorks 

you  desire  at  the  following  prices : — Eeeves'  Enteric  Fever, 
SI  ;  Kichardson's  Human  Anatomy,  S'"-25  ;  Dalton's  Physi- ology, $4  50  ;  Bedford  on  Women  and  Children,  iJo.oO  ;  Cazeau's 
Midwifery,  $4  ;  Wood's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  $7  ; 
Maclise's  Surgery,  $11.    A  skeleton  can  be  had  for  about  $2oi 

Dr.  W.  H.,  Pennsylvania. — For  a  superior  quality  of  braces 
■R-e  refer  you  to  I^eedles,  of  this  city,  whose  advertisement  you will  find  on  another  page. 

Dr.  W,  H  S.,  Ohio.— The  price  of  Gross'  Surgery  is  $12. 
Dr.  S.  C.  F.,  Ohio. — The  price  of  the  New  American  Cyclo- psedia  in  cloth  is  $3. .50  per  vol.  ;  in  leather  (library  style),  $4. 

There  are  sixteen  volumes.  The  American  Annual  Cyclopaedia 
is  published  at  the  same  price  per  volume. 

Dr.  D.  C.  G.,  Pennsylvania. — The  treatment  of  spinal  aflfec- tioas  has  been  fully  discussed  in  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Louis 
Bauer  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  pages  of  the  Keporter  during  the 
past  two  years.  These  lectures  will  soon  be  issued  in  a  sepa- 

rate volume. 
Dr.  E.  a.  B.,  Ohio. — We  can  send  you  a  neat,  compact 

pocket  case,  such  as  you  desire,  with  eighteen  to  twenty  in- 
struments, for  $1S. 

Conservatism  in  surgery,  like  everything  else,  is  a  very 
good  thing  if  it  is  not  too  much  like  Lot  s  icife.  You  remem'- Lier  where  her  "  conservatism"  left  her!  Send  us  something practical  on  the  subject  for  publication. 

Correspondents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 
qziest  to  give  their  ftdl  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  eodensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary for  us  always  to  know  the  Tovjn,  County  and  State 
frojii  tohence  their  letters  are  sent. 

MARRIED. 

Batles — Johnson.— On  Wednesday,  May  20.  at  Calvary 
by  Eev.  A.  Cleveland  Coxe,  D.D.,  Dr.'George  Bayles,  U.  S.  a!. 
and  Catharine  S.,  daughter  of  Stephen  Johnson,' Esq.,  of  New 
York. Bellows — Schober.— On  the  21st  ult.,  by  the  Kev.  T.  J. 
Shepherd,  Horace  M.  Bellows,  M.D.,  and  Kate,  eldest  daughter 
of  George  Schober,  of  this  city. 
Caswell — Purdy. — In  Myrtle  Lawn,  near  Bronxville,  N.T., 

on  Tuesday,  May  12,  by  Eev.  Mr.  Aldrich,  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
Walter  Caswell,  M.D.,  of  the  101st  0.  V.  I.,  and  Emma  Purdy, 
adopted  daughter  of  Moses  Odell,  Esq.,  of  the  former  place. 
Combs— Walsh.— In  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  13th  ult., 

at  St.  Peter's  Church,  by  Eey.  F.  E.  Boyle,  Dr.  William  Her- bert Combs  and  Miss  Kate  Walsh,  both  of  that  city. 
Edgar- Ferguson.— In  Pittsburgh,  May  7th,  by  Rev.  David 

McKinney,  D.D.,  John  Edgar,  M.D.,  and  Miss  Amanda  J.  Fer- 
guson, all  of  Allegheny  county.  Pa. 

Forwood— Bond.— On  May  6.  1863,  at  St.  Paul's  Church, Cheltenham,  near  Philadelphia,  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Parvin,  Wm. 
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[1863. Stump  Forwood,  M.D.,  of  Harford  county,  M.D.,  and  Miss 
Addie  Bond,  of  Cheltenham,  formerly  of  Kentucky. 
Haktshorxe— Taylor.— On  Monday,  May  20,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bride's  father,  Middletown,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  A.  C. Millspaugh,  Mr.  James  M.  Hartshorne,  of  New  York,  and  Miss 
Sarah  L.  Taylor,  youngest  daughter  of  Edward  Taylor,  M.D. 
Ingalls— Nevins.— At  Bedford,  N.  H.,  April  3d,  1863,  Dr. 

Lucien  Ingalls,  of  Andover,  Me.,  and  Miss  H.  T.  Nevins,  of 
Bedford. 
PoKTER — Cook. — At  Hackettstown,  on  Thursday,  May  14th, 

by  Rev.  J.  Lyman  Morton,  of  Pittsfield^  N.  H.,  .las.  M.  Porter, 
Jr.,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  P.,  daughter  of  Silas  C.  Cook, 
M.D.,  of  Hackettstown.  N.  J. 

Smith  —  Severance.  Severance  —  Wilson.— In  Leydon, 
Mass,  at  the  bride's  father's,  on  Wednesday,  May  27,  by  Rev, Dr.  Chandler,  H.  0.  Smith  and  Miss  Helen  M.  Severance. 
Also,  by  the  same,  on  Wednesday,  May  14,  1863,  Dr.  Charles 
Earl  Severance,  formerly  of  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  Miss 
Helen  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Milo  Wilson,  all  of  Shelburne  Falls, 
Mass. 

Todd — Houghton.— In  Princeton,  111.,  on  Tuesday,  May  12, 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Willing,  William  H.  Todd,  M.D.,  of  St.  Ste- 

phens, N.  B.,  and  Hattie  T.,  youngest  daughter  of  Joseph 
Houghton,  Esq.,  formerly  of  New  York 
Tpcker — Havemeyer.— In  New  York,  on  Friday  evening. 

May  -29,  by  Rev.  Horace  L.  E.  Pratt,  Rector  of  St.  Mary's Church,  Castleton,  S.  I..  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Tucker,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  and  Miss  Minnie  E.,  daughter  of  Albert  Have- 

meyer, Esq.,  of  New  York. 
Wright — Tcrpin. — In  Centreville,  Md.,  April  29,  by  Rev. 

J.  J.  Murray,  J,  Spencer  Wright  and  Miss  Annie  W.  K.  Turpin, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Walter  Turpin. 

DIED. 
Cadt.— In  this  city,  on  the  25th  ult.,  after  an  illness  of  five 

days,  Annie  W.  Cady,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A. 
Welch,  in  the  32d  year  of  her  age. 
Cartwright. — Near  Jackson,  Miss.,  May  2d,  1863,  Samuel 

A.  Cartwright,  M.D.,  aged  72.  Di-.  Cartwright's  name  has long  beea  familiar  to  the  profession  as  a  contributor  to  the 
medical  journals.  He  made  some  original  and  interesting 
physiological  investigations  by  vivisections  of  alligators, 
■which,  however,  do  not  seem  as  yet  to  have  made  much  im- pression on  the  scientific  world.  His  contributions  to  the 
medical  journals  were  chiefly  on  the  Sugar  House  cure  of  Con- 
eumption,  and  on  certain  diseases  peculiar  to  the  negro  race, 
aJid  questions  concerning  his  status. 

CoxE. — In  this  city,  on  the  11th  inst.,  John  Redman  Coxe, 
Jr.,  aged  65  years.  Dr.  Coxe  was  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Redman 
Coxe,  formerly  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University 
of  Penn'a,  now  living  in  this  city  at  an  advanced  age. 

D'Arcet. — At  Jerseyville,  111.,  on  the  25th  inst.,  of  conges- 
tion of  the  lungs.  Dr.  Edward  A.  D'Arcey,  aged  67  years. 

Dick.— On  the  4th  inst.,  at  11  P.  M.,  Emma  B.  Dick,  aged 
21  years,  daughter  of  A.  Barned,  Esq.,  wife  of  George  H. 
Dick,  M.D. 

Holmes. — In  Cranberry,  N.  J.,  May  5th,  Dr.  Curtis  R. 
Holmes,  aged  39  years. 

Miller. — At  Fireplace,  Sufiblk  county.  Long  Island,  on 
Thursday  morning,  Slay  7,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Miller,  aged  79  years. 

Myrick. — In  Augusta,  Me.,  May  8,  Dr.  Lot  Myrick,  set.  72 
years. 
Nelson.— Near  Walkersville,  Frederick  county,  Md.,  April 

28,  Robert  W.  Nelson,  M.D.,  aged  43  years,  of  hypertrophy  of the  heart. 
Nichols. — In  Kingston,  Mass.,  on  Friday,  May  1,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  his  father,  Paul  L.  Nichols,  M.D.,  Martin  L.  Nichols, 
late  of  this  city. 
Pierson.— On  May  12th,  on  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Penobscot,  ofi" 

"Wilmington,  N.  C,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Pierson,  Assistant  Surgeon U.  S.  Navy,  aged  27  years. 
Reed.— In  Washington  City,  May  5th,  David  Boswell  Reed, 

M.I).  Dr.  Reed  was  a  distinguished  sanitarian.  He  superin- tended the  ventilation  of  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament  in 
London,  and  St.  George's  Hall,  Liverpool,  which  latter  is  the only  building  in  whicli  his  principles  of  ventilation  were  fully 
carried  out.  Several  years  since  he  published  a  small  work 
entitled  "Ventilation  of  American  Dwellings,"  which  is  well worthy  the  attention  of  the  profcHHion.  At  the  time  of  hifi 
death  be  was  an  Ini<pector  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary 
Cqmmission,  devoting  his  special  attention  to  hospital  venti- lation. 
ScnwENK, — On  the  24th  ult.,  at  Schwenksville,  Pa.,  Dr. Samuel  O.  Schwenk,  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age. 
Stephenson. — In  New  York,  on  Sunday,  May  17,  Frank  B., Bon  of  Dr.  M.  Stephenson,  aged  9  years. 
Wade.— In  Brooklyn,  on  Monday  morning,  Mayl],  Clara G.,  wife  of  T,  A.  Wade,  M.D.,  aged  42  years. 
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NOTICES. 

The    Medical   Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila 
delphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday,  10th,  of  June, 
at  11,  A.  M.  J.  H.  Smaltz, J.  M.  Stevenson, 

Recording  Secretaries. 

Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
The  Eighteeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio 

State  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  on  Tuesday,  June  IGth.  Will  some  member 
furnuh  us  an  account  of  the  meeting  for  publication  1 
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Communications. 

BOUGH  NOTES 
Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Bebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  United  States  Army,  and  Surgeon  in  Chief,  2d 

Division,  ̂ d  Army  Corps. 
No.  20. 

Typhoid  Fever,  and  other  diseases  of  Camp. 
Next  to  camp  dysentery  the  disease  most 

dreaded  by  the  army  practitioner  is  typhoid 
fever. 

The  disease  which  receives  the  name  of  typhoid 
fever  in  camp  is  a  low  adynamic  form  of  fever.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  the  true  typhoid  fever,  fen- 
teric  fever  of  Wood.)  It  is  not  typhus  fever,  nor 
is  it  necessarily  the  low  typhoid  form  of  fever 
which  has,  for  its  peculiar  pathological  lesion,  the 
ulceration  of  Peyer's  glandsf 

A  great  many  of  the  so-called  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  seen  in  the  army  are  genuine  cases  of  enteric 
fever,  and  characterized  by  all  its  symptoms.  But 
many  cases,  while  they  cannot  be  classified  as 
typhus,  are  still  not  enteric  fever.  The  true 
enteric  fever  cases  as  well  as  those  fevers  of  a 
typhoid  character,  are  usually  called  by  one  name, 
"Typhoid  fever." 
The  cases  of  pure  enteric  fever  differ  in  no  man- 

ner from  those  seen  in  civil  life.  But  cases  are 
very  common  of  a  low  adynamic  form  of  fever, 
where,  however,  there  is  no  tenderness  felt  or 
gurgling  sound  heard  on  pressure  over  the  illio 
coecal  valve  ;  none  of  the  peculiar  characteristic 
rose- colored  spots  (Taclie  Rouge)  upon  the  abdo- 

men, and  no  epistaxis.  A  post-mortem  fails  to 
reveal  any  ulceration  or  change  of  structure  in  the 
glands  of  Peyer. 

The  other  symptoms  are,  however,  so  exactly 
like  those  of  enteric  fever,  and  the  treatment  is  so 
nearly  the  same,  that  many  army  practitioners 
recognize  no  distinction  between  the  two,  while 
nearly  every  one  for  convenience  sake  style  the 
cases,  whether  destitute  of  intestinal  lesion  or  not, 
as  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

In  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  army  a^ 
well  as  in  civil  life,  practitioners  differ  somewhat. 
The  treatment,  however,  most  in  vogue  is  that 
commonly  known  as  the  "whisky  and  quinine 
treatment,"  or  in  other  words,  that  treatment 
which  consists  in  the  free  administration  of  stimu- 

lants. In  the  outset  of  the  disease  a  mild  cathartic 

is  given — usually  a  blue  pill  at  night  followed  by 
castor  oil  in  the  morning.  Diaphoretics  are  given 

during  the  day  with  a  Dover's  powder  at  bed-time, 
and  as  soon  as  any  sign  of  protraction  commences, 
liberal  doses  of  quinine  and  whisky  are  given  with 
beef  tea,  wine  whey  and  egg-nogg.  When  there 
is  much  cerebral  disturbance,  I  have  employed 
ether  with  much  advantage. 

In  these  cases  of  true  enteric  fever  I  always  give 
oil  of  turpentine  as  recommended  by  Prof.  Woor>, 
although  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  its  use  is 
not  very  common  in  the  army,  nitrate  of  silver 
being  sometimes  used  instead,  and  in  many  case? 
no  attempt  being  made  at  all  to  act  particularly 
upon  the  intestinal  ulceration. 

The  treatment  above  indicated  has  nothing  novel 
about  it,  and  I  merely  mention  it  as  the  treatment 
most  in  favor  (as  far  as  my  experience  goes  J  with 
army  practitioners.  I  have  not  seen  a  case  that  I 
could  believe  was  genuine  typhus  fever,  although 
I  know  that  cases  are  sometimes  called  by  this 
name. 

The  typhoid  fever,  as  we  see  it,  is  certainly  not 
contagious.  At  various  times  we  have  had  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  this  disease,  and  in  some  in- 

stances it  has  seemed  as  if  it  was  contagious. 
But  a  careful  analysis  will  not  confirm  the  idea 
that  would  at  first  present  itself.  I  have  known 
regiments  to  have  twenty  or  thirty  deaths  from 
typhoid  fever  in  a  few  weeks,  and  a  great  many 
men  sick  with  the  disease.  Regiments  camped  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  would  be  without  a  case, 
although  men  of  the  two  regiments  would  be  con- 

stantly intermingling.  It  is  difiicult  often  to 
account  for  such  a  state  of  affairs,  but  some  cau?e 
will  generally  be  found  to  explain  it. 

Regiments  raised  in  the  country  and  composed 
of  farmers'  boys  suffer  more  from  typhoid  fever 
than  city  troops,  even  though  the  former  are  their 
superiors  in  physique.  One  of  the  healthiest  regi- 

ments in  this  division  and  in  the  army,  is  the 

fourth  Excelsior,  ('2d  N.  Y.  Fire  Zouaves)  com- 
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posed  almost  entirely  of  New  York  firemen.  Their 
losses  from  typhoid  fever  (if  they  have  lost  any 
at  all  from  that  disease)  must  be  very  small,  while 
in  the  same  brigade,  the  120th  New  York  Vols., 

composed  of  the  better  class  of  farmers'  sons  from 
the  river  counties  of  New  York,  although  not 
having  seen  one-tenth  the  service  or  suffered  one- 
twentieth  the  hardships  of  the  regiment  just  re- 

ferred to,  have  been  almost  decimated  by  typhoid 
fever. 

I  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  average  mor- 
tality of  typhoid  fever  in  camp.  Whilst  in  Mary- 

land for  some  three  months,  during  which,  I  had 
in  my  own  regiment  quite  a  number  of  cases  of 
true  enteric  fever,  I  lost  one  of  every  thirty-four 
cases.  But  the  ratio  in  the  army  will  vary  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  your  patients  are 
treated  and  the  comforts  to  be  obtained  for  them. 
I  have  seen  the  time  when  I  have  been  obliged  to 
feed  a  convalescent  typhoid  fever  patient  on  hard 
crackers  soaked  in  water  and  fried  in  pork  grease. 
How  the  convalescence  continued  under  such  a 
diet  has  never  ceased  to  be  a  marvel  to  me.  It  is 
rare  that  fresh  beef  cannot  be  obtained  although 
soft  bread  is  often  absent. 

At  the  present  time,  judging  by  my  own  division, 
and  from  the  hospitals  of  other  divisions  that  I 
have  visited,  this  army  must  be  very  free  from 
typhoid  fever.  Cases  of  this  disease  in  this  division 
are  just  oow  but  rarely  seen. 

The  head  boards  to  the  graves  in  rebel  cemeteries 
bear  evidence  that  their  regiments  have  suffered 
severely  from  it.    I  was  told  by  the  rebels  the 
other  day  (while  within  their  lines  under  a  flag  of 
truce  after  the  late  battle  of  ChancellorsvilleJ  that 
their  army  was  in  most  excellent  health.  This, 
like  most  other  assertions  that  they  make,  cannot  I 
of  course  be  implicitly  relied  upon  ;  but  those  of  j 
their  wounded  that  came  under  my  notice  cer-  ! 
tainly  compared  most  favorably  with  ours  in  their 
general  physique,  and  the  half  dozen  of  their 
wounded  now  lying  in  the  hospital  of  this  division 
at  Potomac  Creek  attract  general  attention  by  their 
hale  hearty  appearance. 

Cases  of  typhoid  pneumonia  are  occasionally 
met  with,  but  much  more  rarely  than  would  a 
priori  be  expected.  The  treatment  of  such  cases 
in  tlie  army  differs  in  no  respect  from  that  em- 

ployed in  civil  life. 
Simple  cases  of  pneumonia  are  not  uncommon. 

They  yield  very  readily  to  treatment,  and  death 
from  that  disease  is  very  rare.  Venesection  is 
very  seldom  employed  in  this  disease,  and  in  fact, 
after  an  experience  of  nearly  two  years  in  the 
field,  I  cannot  recall  a  case  of  any  disease  in  which 
venesection  was  resorted  to.  I  never  saw  a  man 
bled  in  this  army  for  any  disease. 
Rheumatism  in  it«  various  forms  is  very  com- 

mon during  the  winter  months.  The  variety 
usually  seen  is  that  which  may  be  denominated 
"sub-acute."  Lumbago  is  very  common.  As 
this  disease  is  so  very  easily  feigned  and  as  the 
medicines  usually  given  for  its  relief  are  not  very 
nauseous,  it  is  very  frequently  feigned  by  malin- 

gerers. This  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  making 
a  diagnosis. 

The  rheumatism  we  see  generally  yields  readily 
to  treatment.  The  extracts  of  colchicum  (ext. 
colchici  fld.  and  ext.  colchici  acet.)  are  furnished 
by  the  Government,  and  are  perhaps  the  remedies 
most  generally  employed,  and  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  a  few  drops  of  the  fluid  extract  combined 
with  ten  or  twenty  drops  of  tinct.  opii,  given 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  with  a  stimulating  lina- 
ment  for  external  application  will  suffice  for  a  cure. 
If  on  the  march  a  pill  of  the  acetic  extract  with 
opium  is  more  convenient  in  its  form  of  ad- 
ministration. 

In  more  severe  cases  a  regular  course  of  treat- 
ment must  be  entered  upon  which,  however,  differs 

in  no  manner  from  a  treatment  of  a  similar  case  in 
civil  life. 

Observations  on 

NERVOUS  DEAFNESS. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

[Continued  from  page  IS.] 

Pathology. 
I  will  now  quote  from  the  work  of  Dr.  A.  Von 

Tkoellsch,  of  Wurzburg,  which  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  valuable  contributions  to  aural  sur- 

gery which  have  appeared  for  some  time.  The 
author,  who  is  in  large  aural  practice  at  Wurz- 

burg, has,  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years  made 
a  very  considerable  number  of  post-mortem  ex- 

aminations (twenty-eight J)  of  the  ears  of  persons 
who  had  been  deaf  during  life  and  others  ;  and 
has,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  discovered 
many  new  facts  of  importance. 

"In  his  autopsies  Tkoltsch,  has  seldom  men- 
tioned the  condition  of  the  membranous  labyrinth, 

as  other  lesions  were  always  found,  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  deafness,  and  he  had  no  desire,  he 

observes,  to  wander  to  a  distance,  when  what  is 
most  important  is  close  at  hand.  Voltolini,*  who 
makes  a  severe  charge  against  him,  for  having 
neglected  this  matter,  and  who  appears  to  have 
studied  the  labyrinth  with  considerable  industry, 
yet  he  cannot  tell  us  of  any  primary  alterations  of 
the  latter,  but  only  of  such  as  were  produced  by 
inflammation  and  caries  of  the  neighboring  bones. 
We  can  learn  little  or  nothing  from  pathological 

*  Yirchow'8  Archlv  B.  xviii.  S.  35. 
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anatomy  with  regard  to  the  frequency  or  infre- 
quency  of  primary  labyrinth  aflfections,  and  I  en- 

tirely agree  with  Rau,  when  he  says,  on  page  266 
of  his  valuable  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 
"There  is  no  well  established  case  in  which  in- 

flammation, primary  and  isolated,  of  the  labyrinth 
has  been  demonstrated.  In  a  clinical  point  of 
view  also,  we  can  know  but  little,  and  we  can  only 
make  a  diagnosis  of  an  apparent  affection  of  the 
labyrinth  by  excluding  other  affections.  Autopsies 
are  the  only  means  of  demonstrating  the  correct- 

ness of  a  diagnosis,  where  the  parts  of  the  body 
involved  are  hidden  from  our  view. 

Erhard,  it  is  true,  has  given  in  his  "Rational 
Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  founded  on  Clini- 

cal Observations,"*  a  list  of  various  forms  of  dis- 
ease of  the  inner  ear,  such  as  "apoplexies  and 

their  products,"  "hypersemia,  hypertrophy  and 
atrophy  of  the  nervous  tissue,"  "anomalies  of  the 
labyrinth-water,"  " neuralgia  and  rheumatism  of 
the  acoustic  nerve,"  "defective  circulation  and 
innervation  with  reflex- deafness  in  the  tunic  of 

the  retina,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  with  astound- 
ing assurance  relates  most  circumstantially  the 

symptoms  which  attend  each  one  of  these  diseases. 
Erhaed  knows  just  about  as  much  as  any  one 

else  concerning  the  diseases  of  the  labyrinth,  viz. 
nothing ;  and  all  this  nonsense  is  not  calculated 
to  advance  a  speciality  in  which  scientific  earnest- 

ness and  contempt  of  all  flights  of  fancy  are 
doubly  necessary.    Since  then  neither  pathologi- 

cal anatomy  nor  clinical  observation  can  inform 
us  whether  the  diagnosis  "nervous  deafness" 
which  is  so  often  made,  is  correct  or  incorrect,  let 
us  examine  the   analagous   relations  in  other 
organs,  for  instance,  that  of  vision,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  study  the  sources  of  nutrition,  and  the 
mode  of  developement  of  the  inner  ear.  The 
inner  ear  is  entirely  independent  of  the  other  por- 

tions of  the  ear,  both  as  regards  its  source  of  nu- 
trition, and  its  developement.    Its  artery,  the 

internal  auditory  does  not  come  from  without  the 
carotid,  as  do  the  vessels  which  supply  the  external 
and  middle  ear,  but  from  the  brain,  and  takes  its 
origin  from  a  branch  of  the  subclavian.    It  comes 
either  directly  from  the  basilar  or  from  the  anterior 
cerebral  branch  of  the  latter.    There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  direct  communication  between 
the  vessels  of  the  middle  and  external  ear,  so  that 
secondary  disturbances  of  nutrition  of  the  laby- 

rinth can  only  result  from  alterations  in  the  brain, 
or  from  morbid  conditions  in  the  interior  of  the 
cranium,  but  not  from  affections  of  the  outer  ear. 
The  process  of  developement  also  shows  the  inde- 

pendent character  which  pertains  to  the  labyrinth 
from  the  very  beginning.    Whilst  the  tympanic 

*  Erlangen  1S59. 

cavity  with  the  eustachian  tube  are  developed  from 
the  bronchial  apparatus,  or  as  Arnold  and  Vox 
Baer  assert  from  a  process  of  the  pharyngeal 
mucous  membrane,  the  labyrinth  is  developed 
from  the  ear  vesicle  of  Emmekt,  or  projecting 
process  of  the  cerebral  vesicle.  The  labyrinth  is 
formed  much  sooner  than  the  petrous  portion  of 
the  temporal  bone,  and  its  ossification  proceeds 
independently.  Even  afterwards,  the  nutrition  of 
the  part  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal 
bone,  which  contains  the  labyrinth,  is  seen  to  be 
independent  of  that  of  other  parts,  and  I  have 
mentioned  instances,  (a.  a.  0.  S.  47,)  of  isolated 
necrosis  of  this  portion.  Let  us  now  examine  the 
analogous  relations  of  the  eye,  and  we  will  find 
that  there,  as  is  well  known,  the  diseases  of  the 
retina  and  optic  nerve  are  far  less  frequent  than 
affections  of  the  outer  coats  and  refracting  media, 
and  yet  here  the  causes  for  a  production  of  dis- 

turbances in  the  nutrition  of  the  nervous  appa- 
ratus exist  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  they  do  in 

the  ear.  The  retina  and  the  entrance  of  the  optic 
nerve  lie  in  an  elastic  globe,  which  is  exposed  not 
only  to  internal  but  to  external  influences  ;  the 
retina  is  not  only  connected  with  the  brain,  but 
with  the  choroid  and  the  vitreous  body,  whilst  the 
nervous  apparatus  of  the  ear  is  only  connected,  as 
regards  nutrition,  with  the  brain,  and  being  en- 

veloped in  a  bed  of  the  hardest  bone,  and  consid- 
erably removed  from  the  surface  of  the  body,  it  is 

unaffected  by  any  external  influence  except  the 
severest  wounds  and  concussions. 

It  is  therefore  highly  probable,  that  primary 
affections  of  the  labyrinth  or  idiopathic  "nervous 
deafnesses"  are  incomparably  less  frequent  than 
affections  of  the  outer  and  middle  ear,  and  that 
when  secondary  they  are  most  frequently  caused 
by  affections  of  the  brain,  or  by  changes  in  those 
parts  which  also  belong  to  the  tympanum,  and 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  give  rise  to  very  numer- 

ous pathological  phenomena,  viz.:  the  round  and 
oval  window,  which  have  both  a  covering  of  the 
periosteum  of  the  labyrinth.    Abscesses  or  caries 
may  find  their  way  from  without,  as  we  have 
already  said.    In  no  case,  however,  should  the 
diagnosis  "nervous  deafness"  be  made,  unless  no 
change,  to  which  we  can  attribute  the  symptoms, 
can  be  discovered  in  those  parts  which  are  explor- 
able  by  our  senses.    This  demands  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  normal  condition  of  the  parts, 
and  a  faculty  to  discern  the  slightest  change,  e.  g. 
in  the  membrana  tympani.    We  have  already 
shown  that  many  even  experienced  aurists  are 
deficient  in  these  requisites,  and  that  very  consid- 

erable abnormities  in  the  just  mentioned  organ 
have  been  overlooked.    With  regard  then  to  the 
frequency  of  the  diagnosis  "nervous  deafness" 
we  remark,  that  in  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
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cine,  the  less  one's  anatomical  knowledge  and 
exact  research,  the  oftener  one  considers  diseases 

as  "nervous,"  and  the  greater  one's  progress  in 
these  two  requisites,  the  more  means  has  one  of 
explaining  the  symptoms,  and  the  less  often  does 
one  make  such  a  diagnosis,  which,  as  a  general 
rule,  is  nothing  better  than  a  make-shift.  I  must 
mention  that  the  severity  of  the  deafness  does 
necessarily  indicate  an  affection  of  the  labyrinth  ; 
affections  of  the  middle  ear  may  cause  the  most 

severe  deafness,  as  observation  teaches  us."^" 

EFFECTS  OF  LATENT  MALARIA 
Roused  into  Activity  by  an  Exciting  Cause. 

By  an  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

During  the  last  seven  months  many  facts  of  an 
interesting  character  have  been  developed  within 
our  hospital ;  and  among  them,  perhaps,  not  the 
least  interesting  is  the  effects  produced  by  mala- 

rious poison  after  a  latent  period  of  many  months ; 
always  being  roused  into  activity,  so  far  as  my 
own  observation  goes,  by  an  exciting  cause.  Fre- 

quently I  have  been  unable  to  arrive  at  any  satis- 
factory conclusion ;  in  many  cases  the  symptoms 

constantly  antagonizing  each  other,  and  very  often 
by  their  erratic  character,  leading  one  into  error 
as  to  their  origin,  and  causing  much  doubt  in 
regard  to  their  termination.  It  has  been  my 
fortune  to  have  met  with  three  cases  in  my  ward 
distinctly  marked,  which,  after  a  period  rang- 

ing from  three  to  six  months,  miasmatic  poison 
has  been  called  into  activity  by  other  diseases ; 
all  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  have  acted  as  excit- 

ing causes  ;  the  morbific  influence  seeming  to  have 
responded  in  a  direct  ratio  to  the  gravity  of  the 
preceding  affection.  If  we  stop  to  consider,  we 
shall  have  very  little  difficulty  in  deducing  a  satis- 

factory conclusion  as  to  the  general  etiology  of  the 
the  disease,  knowing  as  we  do  the  peculiar  loca- 

tion of  and  circumstances  which  surrounded  our 
troops,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1862. 

All  our  conclusions  must  centre  upon  one  cause, 
namely,  malaria.  As  to  to  the  special  etiology  of 
miasmatic  poisoning,  or  its  peculiar  mode  of  pro- 

ducing its  effects  we  are  very  much  in  the  dark. 
Various  hypotheses  have  been  started,  wliicli  the 
originators  liave  failed  generally  to  prove.  Pro- 

bably the  one  deserving  of  most  consideration  is 

the  "  vegeto-animalcular,  which  imagines  the  exist- 
ence of  microscopic  organized  growths,  which  enter 

the  system  and  produce  these  peculiar  morbid  re- 

sults." Homo  writers  have  supposed  that  heat, 
fatigue,  and  mental  anxiety  were  sufficient  to  pro- 

duce a  fever  of  a  remittent  or  intermittent  charac- 
ter. These,  however,  in  my  estimation,  are  nothing 

*  V.  TroltscL,  Anutoxnle  dcs  Oh  res,  pp.  93,  04,  Oo. 

more  than  exciting  causes,  tending  to  lessen  vital 
force,  and  thereby  presenting  a  favorable  condition 
of  the  system  for  the  action  of  the  morbific  cause. 

Thus,  in  a  depressed  state  of  the  system,  the 
functions  of  various  organs  become  languid  in  a 
direct  ratio  to  the  amount  of  depression,  and  pro- 

bably on  no  organ  do  these  effects  fall  with  greater 
violence  than  the  stomach,  consequently  digestion 
is  impaired,  followed  by  loss  of  appetite,  and  thus 
the  very  fountain  head  of  nutrition  is  deranged. 
A  smaller  quantity  of  blood  is  produced,  and  in  all 
probability  this  is  of  an  inferior  character,  and 
mingling  with  the  rest  of  that  fluid,  the  whole 
becomes  to  a  certain  extent  vitiated.  Hence  the 
rational  deduction  would  be  that  the  system  gene- 

rally did  not  receive  a  proper  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  vitalizing  fluid  and  loss  of  tone  is  the  result. 
More  particularly  is  this  so  in  regard  to  the  nerve 
centres,  for  we  know  that  if  the  brain  be  deprived 
of  blood,  even  for  a  very  short  time,  syncope,  with 
prostration  of  all  the  powers  will  ensue ;  or  should 
the  blood  from  any  cause  retain  its  venous  char- 

acter, that  instead  of  supplying  nutriment  to  the 
"  great  centre,"  it  will  produce  the  most  alarming 
consequences,  and  unless  assistance  either  natural 
or  artificial  is  rendered,  death  will  be  the  inevi- 

table result. 

Supposing,  however,  the  integrity  of  the  blood 
to  be  but  slightly  deranged,  we  of  course  would 
have  no  such  alarming  symptoms  immediately,  the 
most  that  would  be  effected  would  be  a  moderate 
depression  of  the  nervous  functions,  either  locally 
or  generally.  But  when  we  take  into  considera- 

tion that  the  slightest  modification  of  the  power 
generated  by  the  brain,  or  even  the  inferior  nerve 
centre,  must,  to  a  great  extent,  interfere  with  the 
actions  and  functions  of  the  whole  sj^stem,  we  can 
readily  conceive  how  even  apparently  slight  causes 
interfere  with  the  mutually  dependent  workings  of 
the  exquisite  machinery  of  life.  Again,  suppose 
the  primary  cause  to  fall  upon  the  nervous  system 
the  power  of  the  nerve  centres  will  be  lessened,  nay 
even  more,  the  nerves  themselves  may  become  so 
deranged  as  to  be  unable  to  convey  power  to  an 
organ  or  the  surface,  or  even  sensation  from  the 
surface  to  the  centres.  Hence  the  organs  do  not 
receive  their  full  supply  of  stimulus,  and  are 
thereby  impaired  in  their  respective  functions. 
Indeed,  so  closely  b,nd  intimately  are  the  various 
systems,  such  as  the  arterial  and  nervous,  connected 
in  all  their  operations,  that  oft  times  it  is  diffi- 

cult to  say  which  has  been  primarily  affected  or 
may  even  now  be  the  seat  of  the  disorder.  We 
know,  however,  that  the  interruption  of  these 
functions  must  reduce  the  tone  of  the  system  to 
such  an  extent,  as  to  prevent  a  condition  that 
renders  it  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  action  of 
morbific  influences.     In  regard  to  the  length  of 
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time  that  the  poison  may  continue  dormant,  we  j  set  in  followed  by  erysipelas  of  the  face  ;  the 
are  left  very  much  in  doubt.  Some  writers  con- i  attack  was  very  severe,  and  for  a  time  caused 
tend  that  from  twelve  to  fourteen  days  is  the  some  alarm,  it  was  rapidly  ma^ug  its  way  to  the 
maximum,  and  quote  many  cases  to  favor  this  scalp,  and  was  only  arrested  by  the  application 

conclusion,  while  others  mention  numerous  in-  '  of  solid  nitrate  of  silver.  He  was  put  upon  the 
stances,  and  from  my  own  observation  I  am  led  '  the  use  of  cooling  diaphoretics  in  conjunction  with 
to  suppose  with  greater  accuracy,  to  prove  that  '  20  drops  Tr.  Ferri  Chlor.  three  times  a  day,  under 
the  latent  period  may  range  from  to  ei^fAv  mon?/<5.  ;  which  treatment  he  soon  recovered.  However, 
Why  a  poison  may  thus  impregnate  the  system  for  j  upon  the  appearance  of  health  other  symptoms 
a- time  without  apparent  effect,  and  then  be  roused  j  soon  began  to  be  developed.  Violent  frontal  neu- 
into  sudden  activity  by  an  exciting  cause,  is  a  ■  ralgia  set  in,  which  at  first  was  almost  oontinuous, 
field  wherein  is  much  room  for  experiment  and  in-  j  but  after  the  lapse  of  a  week  became  paroxysmal, 

vestigation.  |  being  daily  more  marked,  till  at  length  there  was 
It  is  not  believed  by  any  one  of  whom  I  know  ̂   a  complete  intermission  ;  then  it  disappeared  for 

that  malaria  can,  like  the  matters  of  contagion,  ;  two  or  three  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it 

be  attached  to  a  substance  of  any  nature,  and  thus  |  made  its  appearance  in  the  form  of  hemicrania, 
conveyed,  excite  the  disease  ;  and  the  observa-  !  again  subsiding  for  a  short  time,  it  would  become 
tions  necessary  to  determine  this  interval,  are  not  infra- orbital,  and  at  another  time  the  seat  of  pain 
therefore  entangled  ;  while  it  is  plain  that  to  make  '  would  be  the  organ  of  vision  ;  thus  shifting  about 
them  truly,  the  patient  must  after  a  brief  exposure,  j  from  place  to  place,  keeping  the  patient  in  a  very 
be  completely  removed  from  all  the  original  causes.  I  distressed  condition.    At  last  I  was  led  to  suspect 
McCullough  mentions  an  instance  of  a  ship  of  war  ;  the  true  nature  of  the  affection,  and  on  inquiry  as 

on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  which  a  remittent  fever  i  as  to  the  locality  in  which  he  had  been  serving 
made  its  appearance  among  the  crew,  when  the  during  the  preceding  summer,  I  found  that  he 
vessel  put  to  sea  on  a  cruise,  notwithstanding  had  been  exposed  to  all  the  virulent  influences 

which,  other  men  became  sick  in  succession  dur-  j  of  miasmatic  poison  which  the  swamps  of  the 
ing  the  space  of  twenty  days,  after  which  no  fur-  |  Chickahominy  were  capable  of  generating.  I  then 
ther  cases  occurred.  However,  numerous  physi-  1  placed  the  patient  upon  quin.  sulph.  giving  gr. 
cians,  both  English  and  French  have  said  that  ■  xij,  between  the  paroxysms,  and  increasing  until 
many  soldiers  have  been  attg,cked  after  a  period  i  it  had  reached  the-  amount  of  gr.  xxxv,  daily, 
ranging  from  three  to  seven  months,  when  re-  |  without  apparent  benefit.  For  some  time  all 
moved  from  all  previous  influences,  asserting  that, I  medicine  was  omitted  and  the  condition  of  the 
the  poison  had  remained  dormant  in  the  system  !  patient  remained  unchanged,  when  the  quinia  was 
during  that  time.  j  again  administered,  but  without  success.  The 

But  what  I  wish  to  bring  to  notice  particularly  |  next  remedy  resorted  to  was  arsenious  acid  in  the 

is  the  masked  forms  under  which  degenerate  inter-  j  form  of  Fowler's  solution,  in  doses  of  five  drops, 
mittent  or  remittent  fevers  may  appear,  and  how  j  three  times  daily.  After  about  a  week  or  pro- 
that,  influenced  by  an  exciting  cause,  the  malaria  ■  bably  less,  the  intermission  was  more  marked  and 

poison  may  be  roused  to  such  an  extent  as  to  '  of  longer  duration,  and  in  three  weeks  from  the 
renew  to  some  degree  the  primitive  characteristics   commencement  of  this  form   of  treatment  the 
of  the  periodic  disease. paroxysms  had  almost  entirely  disappeared;  the 

The  first  case  I  shall  mention  is  that  of  a  soldier  \  treatment  was  continued  a  few  days  longer  when 
a,dmitted  to  my  ward  for  chronic  diarrhoea,  con-  |  all  traces  of  the  disease  had  left,  and  the  patient 
tracted  in  the  Chickahominy  swamps  ;  this  disease  \  announced  himself  well. 
was  protracted  and  stubborn,  a  cure  only  being  |  Case  2,  is  that  of  a  soldier  admitted  to  my 
effected  after  a  lapse  of  five  months  ;  and  during  \  ward  about  the  same  time  as  the  first  spoken  of. 

this  time  he  complained  of  uneasy,  indescribable  '  He  had  general  langour  and  lassitude,  having  no 
feelings,  referring  them  from  time  to  time  to  differ-  ]  desire  to  move  about,  even  declining  a  pass  for  a 
ent  parts,  but  with  great  irregularity  as  to  the  |  few  hours,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
time  of  their  appearance.    The  prominent  symp-  -  that  we  could^ induce  him  to  take  even  a  small 
toms  mere  slight  headache,  lassitude,  pains  in 
the  back  and  limbs,  with  a  feeling  of  general  de- 

bility, diminished  intellectual  powers,  morbid  ex- 
citement, derangement  of  the  circulation,  with 

amount  of  exercise.  About  two  months  after  his 
admission  into  the  hospital,  he  was  exposed  to 
cold  which  resulted  in  a  severe  attack  of  tonsilitis, 
from  which  he  recovered  after  about  two  weeks ; 

slight  flushes  of  heat,  no  feeling  of  coldness  being  j  but  upon  retrogression  of  this  disease  severe 
well  marked.  j  neuralgic  pains  began  to  make  their  appearance, 

In  this  state  he  continued  for  some  time,  when  j  and  like  the  other  case  at  first  occupied  a  position 
being  suddenly  exposed  to  cold  a  violent  catarrh  ;  over  the  orbit,  then  became  infra-orbital,  thus 
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[Vol.  X. wandering  about  in  an  erratic  manner  leaving  the 
physician  in  doubt  as  to  where  they  would  next 
make  their  appearance.  This  man  was  put  upon 
sulphate  of  quinia,  with  the  same  unsatisfactory 
results  as  in  the  previous  case. 

I  may  also  add  that  in  addition  to  the  above 
symptoms,  he  was  seized  with  a  slight  attack  of 
paralysis  of  the  left  arm,  accompanied  by  fulness 
of  the  vessels  of  the  head  and  face,  which,  how- 

ever, soon  passed  off  without  leaving  any  unplea- 
sant results.  Finding  the  quinia  useless  I  aban- 

doned it,  and  resorted  to  Fowler's  solution  in  five 
drop  doses  thrice  daily  ;  after  the  lapse  of  a  few 
days  the  paroxysms  became  shorter  and  less  severe, 
and  were  entirely  broken  up  at  the  end  of  three 

weeks,  though  the  state  of  the  patient's  health 
was  very  much  enfeebled. 

Case  3.  A  patient  admitted  to  my  ward  with 
chronic  diarrhoea  and  rheumatism  contracted  dur- 

ing the  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Having 
been  much  exposed  to  change  of  weather,  want  of 
food  and  rest,  he  was  greatly  reduced,  and  for 
some  time  the  disease  seemed  to  progress,  indeed, 
it  was  only  after  a  lapse  of  four  months  that  he 
was  considered  to  be  fairly  convalescent. 

After  enjoying  a  few  weeks  of  comparative 
health,  exposure  to  cold  brought  on  a  slight 
attack  of  erysipelas,  accompanied  with  moderate 
ulceration  of  the  fauces.  He  was  immediately 
placed  upon  a  treatment  applicable  to  his  condi- 

tion, and  in  a  very  short  time  recovered.  But  the 
cutaneous  and  throat  affections  iiad  no  sooner  dis- 

appeared, than  they  were  followed  by  the  most  in- 
tense facial  neuralgia,  distinctly  intermittent  from 

the  first,  being  of  the  quotidian  type,  as  indeed 
were  the  two  preceding  cases,  indistinct  at  first, 
but  at  length  becoming  more  marked,  when,  for 
the  sake  of  experiment,  I  placed  him  upon  the 
use  of  quinia,  commencing  with  ten.  grs.  and  in- 

creasing gradually  in  this  case  until  he  was  taking 
forty  grs.  during  the  intermission  ;  this  I  con- 

tinued for  some  time,  but  without  any  beneficial 
results.  It  was,  tlierefore,  abandoned  and  recourse 
had  to  the  arsenical  preparation,  when  this  case, 
as  those  previously  mentioned,  gave  way  before 
the  anti-periodic  properties  of  this  potent  remedy. 
These  patients,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  had 
no  return  of  the  disease,  though  their  general 
liealth  is  far  from  being  good.  However,  they  are 
daily  improving,  and  will,  no  doubt,  in  a  short  time, 
recover  entirely  and  return  to  tluiir  regiiuents. 

Three  things  here  present  themselves  which 
seem  worthy  of  notice  : 

1st.  The  latent  condition  of  the  miasmatic 
poison. 

2nd.  Its  being  roused  into  activity  by  an  ex- 
citing cause. 

3d.  The  utter  failure  of  the  quinia  to  produce 
favorable  results ;  and  the  complete  success  of 
the  arsenical  solution. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital.  > 
February  i  i/i?,  1863.  ) 

Medical  Clinic  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 

Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  Resident  Physician. Dropsy. 

1.  CiREHOSis.  The  first  case  presented  to  the  class 
was  the  negro  who  had  been  before  them  on  the  pre- 

vious Saturday.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  question 
naturally  presents  itself— What  besides  ascites  could 
have  produced  this  great  size  of  the  abdomen  ?  The 

j  answer  to  this  is  firstly,  any  tumor.  The  most  common 
of  these  are  enlargements  of  the  liver  and  spleen  and  in- 

tra-abdominal cancerous  growths.  Secondly,Tympan- 
ites,  as  in  the  woman  lately  before  the  class.  The 
great  percussion  resonance  everywhere  present  over 

j  the  abdomen  in  such  a  case  would  at  once  decide  its 
nature.    Palpation  so  as  to  test  the  presence  of  fluc- 

j  tuation  would  be  the  means  of  diagnosis  between 
I  a  collection  of  fluid  and  a  solid  growth.    A  little 
care  in  the  application  of  these  two  diagnostic  means, 
percussion  and  palpation  would  prevent  those  mis- 

takes, whose  occurrence  is  so  continually  bringing 
discredit  on  our  profession.    What  are  the  causes  of 
simple  ascites  ?    These  may  almost  all  be  generalized 
under  one  head,  namely,  obstruction  of  the  portal 
circulation.    In  by  far  the  larger  number  of  cases, 
this  obstruction  is  due  to  disease  of  the  liver.  Some- 

times, however,  diseases  of  the  spleen,  cancerous 
growths,  etc.,  may,  by  interference  with  the  return  of 
the  blood,  either  by  pressure  on  a  vein,  or  otherwise, 
produce  a  local  abdominal  dropsy.    In  all  cases  it  is 
right  first  to  satisfy  ourselves,  that  the  ascites  is  not 
part  of  a  general  di*opsy.    Here  we  examined  the kidneys  and  heart  and  found  that  they  were  not  at 

'  fault.    Therefore  by  exclusion  as  well  as  by  more 
j  direct  reasoning,  the  conclusion  was  forced  on  us 
that  the  liver  was  diseased.    What  is  the  exact  le- 

i  sion  in  the  case  ?    The  patient  has  been  very  intem- 
I  perate,  and  the  two  great  hepatic  changes  wrought 
[  by  the  abuse  of  alcohol,  are  fatty  degeneration  and 
i  cirrhosis.    It  is  probably  the  latter  which  affects  this 
;  man  ;  because,  whilst  a  fatty  liver  is  apt  to  be  much 
!  enlarged  and  to  be  accompanied  with  but  slight 
i  ascites,  here  there  is  great  abdominal  dropsy  and  no 
signs  of  marked  hepatic  enlargement. 

2.  Local  Dropsy.  The  next  case  introduced  was  B. 
R.,  aet.  53  ;  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  came  into  the 
wards  February  4th.  In  the  beginning  of  October,  an 
embankment  fell  on  him.  The  mass  of  earth  throw- 

ing him  on  his  face,  rested  on  his  back  for  about  half 
an  hour,  whilst  his  body  was  only  supported  by  two 
stones  and  his  back  forced  violently  downward. 
When  he  was  rescued  from  this  straining  position, 
his  lower  limbs  were  poAverless.  Two  days  after  the 
accident  the  patient  was  seized  with  violent  pain  in 
his  limbs,  which  continued  for  six  or  seven  weeks, 
(iradually  his  limbs  became  swollen,  the  dropsy 
slowly  extending  from  below  upward  until  it  reached 
its  present  hcigiit. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the  face  of  this  man  is  pale 
and  swollen.  His  tongue  is  red,  fissured,  and  slightly 
coated.  His  pulse  is  80  per  minute  and  of  moderate 
vf)lumc.  He  has  an  occasional  cough,  and  much  ex- 

ertion produces  some  shortness  of  breath.  His  res- 
j)iration8  are  28  a  minute,  which  is  above  the 
standard  of  health.  The  heart  is  shown,  by  increased 
dullness  on  percussion  to  l)c  enlarged, and  its  impulse 
is  somewhat  more  forcible  and  extended  than  normal. 

I  There  is  here  probably  Bome  hypertrophy  with  dila- 
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tation.  His  abdomen  is  greatly  distended.  Tlie 
application  of  the  means  of  physical  diagnosis 
described  at  length  in  a  previous  lecture,  shows  that 
although  this  is  owing  mainly  to  intestines  distended 
by  flatus,  there  is  some  fluid  present  in  the  cavity  of 
the  peritoneum.  The  scrotum  and  legs  are  very 
much  swollen  and  pit  on  pressure.  "VVhat  is  the cause  of  this  anasarca  ?  This  is  much  more  difficult 
to  decide  than  in  any  case  yet  before  us.  The  three 
common  seats  of  disease  producing  dropsy,  are  the 
heart,  liver  and  kidneys.  The  first  organ  is  not  suf- 

ficiently diseased  to  account  for  the  anasarca.  There 
is  no  jaundice,  and  the  form  of  the  dropsy  itself 
precludes  the  idea  of  hepatic  origin.  The  patient 
has  very  much  the  look  of  a  man  sufi'ering  from renal  dropsy.  The  specific  gravity  of  his  urine  is 
1.025.  Heating  it,  a  distinct  precipitate  exactly  re- 

sembling albumen  is  thrown  down.  But  a  little 
nitric  acid  dissolves  it,  showing  that  it  is  composed 
of  phosphatic  salts  and  not  of  albumen.  There  is 
then  no  organic  disease  of  the  kidneys.  Does  the 
history  throw  any  light  on  the  case  ?  The  man  re- 

ceived an  injury  across  the  loins,  was  paralyzed 
from  it  for  a  short  time,  then  suffered  greatly  with 
pains  in  his  limbs  and  consentaneously  has  dropsy 
appearing  in  them.  He  probably  has  some  obstruc- 

tion to  the  return  of  the  blooithrough  the  vena-cava 
ascendens.  The  external  venules  of  his  lower  extremi- 

ties are  considerably  congested.  The  obstruction  is 
possibly  some  local  lesion  of  the  aorta  or  vena- 
cava.  The  absence  of  pain  and  of  any  bruit  or 
thrill  seem  to  disprove  the  existence  of  a  true 
aneurism. 

3.  Eenal  Dropsy.  The  next  case  was  R.  F.,  set.  45. 
She  came  into  the  house  Jan.  9th,  with  excessive  and 
universal  dropsy,  which  she  had  had  for  a  month.  She 
states  that  three  years  ago,  she  had  a  similar,  but  not 
so  severe  an  attack,  and  that  then  the  dropsy  was  con- 

fined to  the  lower  extremities  and  was  cured  by  the 
discharge  of  the  water  through  a  small  spontaneous 
opening  above  the  knee.  Her  urine  is  scanty  and 
highly  albuminous,  and  has  in  it  a  few  very  trans- 

parent hyaline  casts.  It  was  remarked,  that  the 
face,  hands,  arms,  breast,  etc.,  of  this  woman 
are  all  swollen — the  dropsy  is  omnipresent.  Per- 

cussion everywhere  over  her  lungs  elicit  a  clear 
resonant  sound.  But  auscultation  shows  that  these 
organs  are  full  of  fine  bubbling  rAles.  Hear  her  pe- 

culiar, frothy  cough.  Look  at  her  thin  watery  expec- 
toration. Whenever  you  have  this  combination  of 

clearness,  with  bubbling  riles,  peculiar  cough  and  ex- 
pectoration, you  have  to  deal  with  a  case  of  oedema 

of  the  lungs.  Her  pulse  is  rapid  and  veiw  feeble,  be- 
speaking exhaustion.  There  is  no  cardiac  lesion. 

Her  liver  is  not  enlarged.  The  dropsy  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  renal  disease.  Its  universality 
with  the  appearance  of  the  face  are  almost  diagnostic 
of  this.  The  history  shows  that  this  dropsy  is 
rather  acute  in  its  origin.  The  ancients  supposed 
that  these  acute  or  sub-acute  dropsies  were  due  to  in- 

flammation. But  the  truth  is,  that  in  ninety  cases 
out  of  the  hundred,  they  are  owing  to  a  disease  of the  kidnevs. 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Reponed  by  J.  E.  Owens,  M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon. 
Carcinoma  of  the  Lip. 

J         G  ,  set.  fifty.    This  patient  is  brought 
before  you  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  ravages 
of  cancer.  There  is  nothing  more  terrible  or  more 
sad  than  the  ravages  of  this  malignant  disease.  It 
made  its  appearance  about  the  first  of  May  last,  only 
nine  months  ago.  The  disease  most  probably  began 
in  the  skin,  or  in  the  skin  and  lymphatic  glands.  In 
its  progress,  it  has  successively  involved  skin,  muscle, 

I  fibrous  tissue,  and  bone.  The  tongue,  though  ex- 
i  posed,  is  not  yet  involved.  There  has  been,  on  one 
j  or  two  occasions,  considerable  hemorrhage.  The 
'  ulcer  manifests  no  disposition  to  heal,  the  granula- j  tions  speedily  losing  their  vitality.  The  discharge  is 
}  of  a  thin,  acrid  character.  The  patient  presents  a 
j  sallow  and  withered  aspect.  The  pain,  in  this  case, 
;  though  not  very  severe,  is  sharp,  darting  or  pricking. 
The  treatment,  from  which  we  hope  nothing  eventu- 

'  ally,  consists  of  anodynes,  good  diet  and  tonics. 
Deodorizing  applications,  such  as  Labarraque's solution,  chloride  of  zinc  sufficiently  diluted,  hyper- 
manganate  of  potash,  are  used  to  allay  fetor.  This 
patient  sank,  day  by  day,  and  died  March  7th. 

Scirrhus  of  Mammary  Gland. 
H  M  ,  set.  fifty-two  ;  unmarried.  This  pa- 

tient has  been  in  the  house  for  some  weeks.  The 
disease,  which  she  attributes  to  a  blow  from  a  piece 
of  wood,  made  its  appearance  about  two  years  ago. 
The  gland,  she  says,  became  sore  very  slowly.  There 
was  a  little  oozing  from  the  nipple.  The  pain  is 
sharp  and  lancinating.  The  tumor  itself  is  dense 
and  firm.  Scirrhus  comes  on,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
without  any  assignable  cause,  yet  its  unfortunate 
victims  generally  attribute  it  to  various  accidents  and 
circumstances.  "We,  however,  know  nothing  of  the source  of  its  production.  When  the  skin  is  sound, 
the  cancer  is  said  to  be  occult ;  when  it  is  broken, 
we  have  an  open  cancer.  The  lymphatics  are  en- 

larged and  very  hard.  One  of  the  earliest  and  most 
valuable  diagnostic  signs  of  cancer  is  'retraction  of the  nipple.  This  is  the  result  of  the  new  deposit 
pressing  on  the  lactiferous  ducts,  thereby  drawing 
the  nipple  backward.  Sometimes,  but  very  rarely, 
the  nipple  remains  natural.  Below  the  nipple  a 
small  eruption  of  secondary  formation  is  observed. 
This  is  a  phenomenon  of  carcinoma.  It  sometimes 
extends  over  the  shoulders,  the  superior  extremities, 
and  even  over  the  inferior  extremities.  The  morbid 
product  may  appear  as  a  solitary  tumor,  not  larger 
than  a  pea  or  a  small  marble  f  or  several  of  these 
small  lumps  may  appear  successively  and  coalesce. 
Scirrhus  is  usually  of  small  bulk.  Sometimes,  how- 

ever, the  tumor  becomes  large,  but  this  is  owing  to 
the  fat  around  it.  If  we  dissect  out  the  deposit,  we 
will  find  it  small.  This  deposit  at  length  contracts 
adhesions  to  the  surrounding  parts.  The  immediate 
cause  of  the  adhesions  is  an  efi'usion  of  plastic  mat- ter, the  resiilt  of  inflammation,  caused  by  the  pres- 

sure of  the  morbid  deposit  itself.  In  this  case  the 
tumor  is  flrmly  adherent.  The  pain  is  severe,  often 
extending  over  the  top  of  the  shoulder  to  the  neck 
and  to  the  back.  When  there  is  lymphatic  enlarge- 

ment, the  hand  and  arm  become  oedematous  and 
partially  paralyzed,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
upon  the  vessels  and  nerves.  During  the  progress 
of  the  disease,  the  blood  becomes  thin  and  colorless, 
the  body  is  emaciated,  and  the  muscles  are  pale  and 
flabby.  Even  the  bones  become  softened,  especially 
the  thigh  bones.  Dr.  Gross  referred  to  a  case  iii 
which  an  old  lady,  a  patient  of  his,  sutfering  from 
scirrhus  of  the  mamma,  broke  her  right  femur 
merely  by  turning  in  bed.  We  may  operate  for  the 
removal  of  scirrhus  in  its  earlier  stages,  but  when 
there  is  this  extensive  involvement  of  the  lymphat- 

ics, the  knife  must  not  be  resorted  to.  It  is  our 
duty,  in  case  of  an  operation,  to  remind  the  patient 

!  that  eventually  the  cancer  will  return  in  some  portion 
or  other  of  the  body.  There  is,  also,  in  this  case,  a 
hard,  firm  lump  in  the  axilla  of  the  right  side.  The. 
pain  is  severe.  When  ulceration  takes  place,  allay 
the  fetor  by  means  of  the  chlorides,  and  use  soft 
emollient  applications.  Relieve  pain  with  anodynes. 
Let  the  diet  be  simple  and  concentrated.  Give  tonics 
and  milk-punch. 
March  25th.  The  disease  is  progressing  more 

rapidly,  but  t)ie  patient's  general  health  is  yet  toler- 
ably good. 
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Medical  Societies. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  American 

Medical  Association  convened  in  Chicago,  Tuesday, 
June  2d.  There  was  a  full  attendance,  most  of  the 
States  being  represented. 

Assembling  of  the  Convention, 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  11  o'clock, 
by  Wilson  Jewell,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  first  Vice- 
President  of  the  Association  during  the  last  three 
years.  The  remaining  retiring  oflficers  occupied  seats 
on  the  platform,  with  the  exception  of  the  President, 
who  is  deceased.  The  following  are  the  gentlemen 
who  have  held  oflace  since  the  year  1860  : 

President— Eli  Ives,  Connecticut. 
Vice-Presidents — Wilson  Jewell,  Pennsylvania  ; 

A.  B.  Palmer,  Michigan  ;  K.  D.  Arnold,  Georgia  ; 
Joseph  N.  McDowell,  Missouri. 

Secretaries—^.  G.  Hubbard,  Connecticut;  H.  A. 
Johnson,  Illinois'. 

Trms?«'er— Caspar  Wistar,  Pennsylvania. 
The  Rev.  R.  L.  Collier,  pastor  of  the  Wabash  Av- 

enue Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  then  invoked  the 
Divine  blessing  upon  the  deliberations  of  the  Associ- ation. 

Address  of  Welcome. 
The  address  of  welcome  to  the  delegates  was  made 

by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  on  behalf  of  the  physicians  of 
the  City  of  Chicago  and  the  State  of  Illinois. 

It  became  his  pleasing  duty,  on  behalf  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  medicine  in  Chicago,  as  well  as  Illinois, 

lie  said,  to  welcome  them,  which  he  did  with  great 
l)leasure.  This  was  a  new  city,  and,  as  a  conse- 
ijuence,  destitute  of  many  of  those  attractions  to  be 
met  with  in  other  and  older  cities.  Yet  all  the  insti- 

tutions of  the  East  were  here  in  their  incipiency,  and 
were  flourishing.  This  city  has  grown  in  thirty 
years  from  the  Indian  tract  to  a  population  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  people,  and  to  a  well- 
organized  and  highly-educated  community.  The 
])ublic  schools,  academy  of  sciences,  universities, 
colleges,  historical  society,  and  commercial  struc- 
1  ures,  all  proved  how  rapidly  Chicago  has  progressed. 
They  were  welcomed,  however,  not  to  these,  but  to 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  citizens, — doubly  wel- 
'  ome  on  account  of  the  three  years  that  had  elapsed 
hince  their  last  meeting.  The  interruption  was  made 
from  year  to  year,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  again 
be  able  to  meet  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  and 
extend  the  common  grasp  of  fellowship  to  all  their 
l)rctbren.  But  it  was  necessary  to  retain  their  organi- 

zation, even  though  their  brethren  did  not  join  in 
ihe  convention.  Nevcrtlieless,  he  did  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  they  could  all  again  assemble  under 
one  flag,  with  one  nationality,  to  resume  their  mutual 
researches  into  the  secrets  of  tliat  philosophy  which 
bore  so  intimate  a  relation  to  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  family  of  man. 

They  were  doubly  welcome,  because  their  society 
was  not  based  on  a  selfisli  aim  ;  its  end  was  to  ad- 

vance the  educational  and  sc^ientific  interest  of  a 
jirofesfiion  whose  aim  and  province  it  is  to  gather  all 
the  knowledge  which  tends  to  alleviate  liuman  pain, 
prolong  human  life  and  perixituate  liurnan  happi- 

ness. For  this  great  oljject  tlicy  had  traveled  thou- 
sands of  miles.  The  prairies  in  this  State  were 

fjroad,  but  not  more  open  than  their  hearts,  and,  if 
they  failed  in  dfdng  all  that  could  be  wished  for  their 
'•omfort,  it  would  be  on  account  of  the  crowded  con- 

dition of  the  city,  lie  concluded  by  saying  that  they 
had  gathered  as  friends,  and  lie  believed  that  their 
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business  would  be  transacted  in  harmony  and  peace, 
and  that  when  they  adjourned  it  would  be  with  the 
feeling  that  it  was  good  to  be  here.  They  were 
assembled  in  the  midst  of  great  national  excitement, 
but  their  business  would  be  transacted  thoroughly  and 
satisfactorily,  because  it  did  not  conflict  with  the 
interest  of  any  class — it  ministered  to  all.  In  the 
profession  they  were  all  patriots,  all  lovers  of  their 
country,  and  if,  in  their  deliberations,  they  could  but 
bring  out  one  fact  which  would  tend  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  those  who  were  fighting  for  their  coun- 

try, they  would  be  amply  repaid.  He  again  bid 
them  doubly  welcome. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was 

then  read  by  Dr.  Davis.  It  contained  an  allusion  to 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  as  the  reason  why 
the  annual  meeting  had  been  postponed  for  two 
years.  The  last  was  held  in  1860,  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  In  the  following  j^ear — 1861 — the  ses- 

sion was  postponed  on  account  of  the  wish  that  both 
sections  of  the  country  should  as  usual  be  repre- 

sented, and  it  was  hoped  that  before  the  next  year 
the  war  would  be  ended.  At  the  time  when  the  next 
meeting  fell  due,  many  of  the  profession  were  absent 
in  the  hospitals.  It  was  decided  by  the  New  York 
State  Association  last~  winter  that  a  convention 
should  be  held  this  year,  and,  whether  the  action 
was  judicious  or  not,  it  was  indorsed  by  every  society 
so  far  as  heard  from,  and  every  journal  in  the  States, 
except  one,  had  spoken  favorably  of  the  movement. 

It  had  been  found  impossible  to  secure  aid  from 
the  railroad  corporations,  as  they  had  made  mutual 
agreement  not  to  grant  passes  to  conventions,  and 
the  canal  convention  was  an  exception  to  that  rule. 
The  attendance  of  delegates  and  prominent  members 
Avas  large,  and  indicated  a  satisfactory  and  profitable 
meeting.  He  then  directed  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  the  cards  of  invitation  to  the  evening 
meetings,  and  requested  their  attendance. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
Names  of  Delegates  in  Attendance. 

The  roll  of  members  was  then  called  by  the 
Secretary.  The  following  are  the  names  of  those 

jpresent : Vermont — G.  N.  Stiles,  Lewis  Emmons. 
Massachusetts — Henry  Cutter,  Appleton  Thorne, 

Edward  Barton,  James  P.  Lynde,  Ebenezer  Stone, 
P.  J.  Kendall,  Benj.  E.  Cotting,  Joshua  Homans, 
John  C.  Dalton,  M.  D.  Southwick,  E.  P.  Abbe,  John Gi'een. 

Nexo  York — Henry  G.  Davis,  Guido  Furman,  Alden 
March,  Daniel  P.  Bissel,  James  S.  Whaley,  Thomas 
C.  Brinsmade,  J.  S.  Sprague,  C.  C.  F.  Gay,  Edward 
Hook,  E.  S.  F.  Arnold,  E.  W.  Cherry,  W.  N.  Blake- 
man,  Howard  Townsend,  H.  Nicholl,  E.  Tobie,  H.  S. 
Downs,  C.  C.  Wyckolf,  Alf.  Underbill,  J.  H.  Gris- 
com,  L.  B.  Cotes,  Julius  Horaberger,  C.  H.  Harvey, 
James  McNaughton,  Dan'l  Holmes. 

Connecticut — Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  L.  N.  Beardsley, 
B.  II.  Catlin,  A.  W.  Barrows. 

New  Jersey— Wm.  Pierson,  Jr.,  D.  M.  Sayre,  John 
Blane,  Isaac  S.  Cramer. 

Delaware — H.  F.  Askew,  James  Couper. 
J^'ennsylmnia-WUson  Jew(!ll,  Wm.  Mayberry,  Ed- 

ward  Wallace,  B.  Richardson,  John  R.  Thomas, 
E.  H.  Mason,  Wm.  L.  Richardson,  T.  N.  Troth. 

Virginia — J.  C.  Hupp. 
Ohio—W.  S.  Battles,  J.  M.  Taggert,  W.  W.  Jones, 

A.  II.  Agard,  K.  G.  Thomas,  S.  O.  Almy,  L.  M.  Law- 
son,  W.  B.  Davis. 

Indiana — B.  S.  Woodworth,  A.  M.  Vickery,  A.  J. 
Erwin,  A.  P.  Ferris,  L.  D.  Personett,  James  Ferris, 
S.  A.  Freeman,  L.  D.  Glazebrook,  James  F.  Ilibbard. 

Michigan— K.  B.  Palmer,  E.  A.  Egerry,  H.  O.  Hitch- 
cock, Sl  D.  Richardson,  L.  Davenport.  E.  W.  Jenks. 
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Illinois — E.  L.  Holmes,  Geo.  K.  Amerraan,  Edward 
Andrews,  John  Ten  Broek,  C.  R.  Parks,  T.  D.  Fisher, 
Geo.  W.  Hall,  David  Prince,  E.  Andrews,  N.  Wright, 
W.  0.  Chamberlain,  J.  P.  Rouse,  E.  A.  Steele,  A; 
Fisher,  M.  J.  Johnson,  J.  H.  HoUister,  D.  Pierson, 
M.  F.  Dewitt,  S.  Wirkerster,  J.  D.  Rose,  Henrv  Wing, 
Chas.  Gorham,  S.  W.  Noble,  Ira  Hatch,  T.  F.  Wor- 

rell, T.  P.  Haller,  H.  A.Johnson,  R.  Spitler,  G.  Pasli, 
H.  Noble,  D.  M.  Tarker,  Orrin  Smith,  A.  J.  Craine, 
T.  K.  Edmiston,  J.  J.  Lake,  H.  Nance,  A.  L.  Mer- 
riam,  V.  C.  Secord,  H.  W.  Jones,  D.  D.  Breagle,  T. 
Bevan,  H.  N.  Hurlbut,  S.  Eargle,  T.  D.  Fitch. 

Wisconsin — Chas.  L.  Stoddart,  H.  Adams,  Hermon 
Van  Dusen,  E.  S.  Carr,  G.  D.  Wilber,  S.  W.  Bicknard. 

'loxoa — J.  W.  H.  Baker,  Sam'l  C.  Lay,  Jos.  Sprague, D.  L.  McGugin. 
Kansas — D.  W.  Storm ont,  C.  A.  Logan. 
Tennessee — W.  K.  Bowling. 
Army  and  Navy — C.  C.  Cox,  J.  Simmons,  A.  R. 

Terry,  John  R.  Porter,  Henry  Palmer,  M.  K.  Tay- 
lor, Ralph  Isham. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  in  regard  to  return- 
ing members  of  the  Association  to  their  homes,  the 

Secretary  of  the  Canal  Convention  had  signified  that 
they  were  at  liberty  to  become  recognized  as  dele- 

gates to  the  Canal  Convention,  by  registering  their 
names  with  him. 

Committee  on  Nominations. 
The  delegates  from  the  several  States  then  resolved 

themselves  into  sub-committees,  and  appointed  their 
representatives  on  the  committee  for  the  nomination 
of  officers,  as  follows  : 

Vermont — J.  N.  Stiles.  « 
3fassac?msetts — John  Homans. 
Gonnecticnt — L.  N.  Beards! ey. 
New  York — Jos.  McNaughton. 
New  Jersey— John  Blane. 
Delaware — H.  F.  Askew. 
07iio~W.  S.  Battles. 
Indiana— James  F.  Hibbard. 
Pennsylvania — Wm.  May  berry. 
Michigan — H.  O.  Hitchcock. 
Kansas — D.  W.  Stormont. 
Virginia — John  C.  Hupp. 
Iowa— J.  H.  W.  Baker. 
Wisconsin — H.  Van  Dusen. 
Illinois — H.  Noble. 
Tennessee — W.  K.  Bowling. 
Maryland — C.  C.  Cox. 
The  A7'my — Josiah  Simmons. 

Valedictory  Address  by  the  Acting  President. 
Dr.  Wilson  Jewell,  acting  President  of  the  Asso- 

ciation, then  delivered  his  valedictory  address.  Since 
their  last  meeting,  he  remarked,  the  most  tremendous 
events  had  ti-anspired  ;  the  country  had  been  plunged into  civil  war,  and  the  best  government  that  ever 
existed  on  the  face  of  the  earth  had  trembled  as  on 
the  brink  of  dissolution.  It  was  not  strange  if  the 
troublous  element  had  found  its  way  into  their  coun- 

sels, yet  he  had  hope  still  that  the  present  struggle 
would  be  gloriously  ended  by  a  restoration  of  the 
Union.  Their  cause  was  based  on  the  eternal  prin- 

ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  could  not fail. 
The  speaker  then  turned  to  the  subject  which  was 

most  intimately  connected  with  the  objects  of  the 
convention,  and  spoke  of  the  noble  part  taken  in  the 
struggle  by  the  devoted  members  of  the  profession, 
who,  amid  the  thunders  of  battle  and  the  din  of 
arms,  Avorked  firm  and  self-possessed  to  mitigate  the 
horrors  of  the  strife,  and  risked  being  killed  or  taken 
prisoners  of  war  rather  than  deseVt  the  path  of  duty. 
There  was  no  warrior's  ambition  ;  they  were  stimu- 

lated by  no  wish  save  that  of  alleviating  human 
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suffering.  Many  of  their  members  were  in  the  army, 
and  some  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  First  and  highly 
valued  among  them  was  their  respected  President, 
Eli  Ives,  whose  knowledge  and  experience  had  ren- 

dered him  so  valuable  a  medical  practitioner,  and 
whose  private  virtues  endeared  him  to  all.  The 
future  usefulness  of  the  Association  was  one  of  the 
great  aims  of  their  late  President,  and  he  predicted 
great  things  of  its  future. 

The  orator  then  took  a  retrospective  vIqw  of  the 
progress  of  the  association,  and  spoke  of  the  signs, 
in  its  present  condition  and  standing,  which  point  to 
a  bright  and  influential  future.  He  quoted  passages 
from  many  eminent  medical  men  in  which  the  future 
of  the  association  was  spoken  of  and  hints  for  im- 

provement given.  He  would,  however,  direct  their 
attention  to  another  subject,  not  that  he  loved  Caesar 
less,  but  Rome  more.  He  would  speak  of  hygiene, 
a  science  which  beai's  no  modern  date,  but  claims  its 
origin  in  the  antediluvian  age,  is  now  so  little  under- 

stood, and  presents  an  illimitable  field  for  research. 
The  fearful  responsibilities  of  their  calling  should 
stimulate  them  to  a  thorough  course  of  study  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  preservation  of  health,  the  ex- 

tension of  the  term  of  existence  and  the  alleviation 
of  disease  where  prevention  is  rendered  impossible. 
There  was  room  to  hope  that  the  American  Medical 
Association  would  throw  out  a  light  which,  in  the 
medical  world,  would  equal  the  refulgence  of  that 
bright  ray  which  shown  out  from  the  retreat  of  the 
Wittenburg  student  and  dissipated  the  darkness 
which,  until  then,  brooded  over  the  theological  firma- 

ment. Tet,  this  illumination  could  ensue  only  upon 
a  careful  study  of  the  laws  of  hygiene.  Not  that 
the  subject  was  incompatible  with  the  design  of  the 
association  ;  it  had  done  great  service  in  that  depart- 

ment and  time  would  fail  to  tell  the  aid  rendered  by 
it  in  the  past.  But  the  vestibule  of  the  hygienic 
temple  alone  had  as  yet  been  attained.  The  method 
of  curing  disease  had  heretofore  attracted  not  too 
much  of  attention,  but  it  had,  perhaps,  thrown  into 
the  background  those  sanitary  considerations  which 
will  teach  how  to  prevent  disease  by  conformity  to 
the  laws  of  health.  This  was  a  reform  much  needed, 
but  there  seemed  to  be  a  perpetual  obstruction  pre- 

sented to  its  progress,  and  a  private  prejudice  in  the 
popular  mind  against  it.  He  would  propose  a  two- 

fold method  whereby  the  evil  might  be  remedied.  It 
was  to  elevate  hygiene  as  a  branch  of  scientific  study, 
and  give  it  a  distinct  chair  in  the  medical  colleges. 
He  would  constitute  it  as  a  curriculum  of  study 
which  was  essential  to  the  reception  of  a  diploma. 
He  counseled  also  the  adoption  of  some  more  popu- 

lar and  successful  plan  than  had  otherwise  been  pur- 
sued, for  enlightening  the  public  mind  on  the  rela- 
tions of  preventive  measures  to  the  health  of  the 

people.  The  etiology  of  disease  was  the  basis  of  the 
science  of  preventive  medicine.  This  Avas  being 
better  understood  than  formerly,  and  one  of  the  good 
fruits  springing  out  of  the  present  unhappy  struggle 
would  be  the  elimination  of  a  multitude  of  facts 
bearing  on  the  relations  of  military  discipline  to 
military  health,  and  the  consequent  efficiency  of  the 
soldier.  These  facts  Avere  of  incalculable  value,  and 
Avould  exercise  a  largely  beneficial  influence  upon  the 
health  of  future  ages.  Already  a  Avork  of  this  kind 
has  been  authorized  by  the  general  Government, 
Avhich  Avill  contain  an  elaborate  classification  of 
military  diseases  and  the  influence  of  hygienic  regu- 

lations thereupon.  The  time  was  probably  not  far 
distant  Avhen  each  State  would  have  its  bureau  of 
health,  and  recognize  the  indissoluble  relation  exist- 

ing between  sanitary  conditions  and  moral  develop- 
ments, asAvell  as  on  the  physical  organism.  Already 

tAvo  cities  of  the  Union  had  taken  vigorous  action  in 
this  matter,  and  the  Garden  City  might  avcII  claim 
the  credit  of  having  set  tlie  example  of  aiming  to 
insure  civic  healtlifulness.  He  recommended  that 
the  Avord  "  hygiene  "  should  be  Avritten  in  letters  of 
gold  on  the  escutcheon  of  the  association. 
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thanks  of  the  convention  -were  given  to  the  retiring President  for  his  able,  eloquent,  patriotic,  and  scien- 

tific address,  and  a  copy  -was  requested  for  publica- tion. 

Candidatesffor  Permanent  Membership. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangements  then  reported  the 

following  as  names  of  gentlemen  who  were  candi- 
dates for  permanent  membership,  and  recommended 

their  admission : 

Walter  Hay,  Thomas  Bevan,  John  McAllister,  John 
Bartlett,  M.  O.  Heydock,  Niel  P.  Peterson,  R.  C. 
Hamill,  H.  N.  Hurlbut,  Y.  L.  Hurlbut,  and  H.  Webs- 

ter Jones,  of  Chicago  ;  E.  C.  Lardner,  of  Vermont ; 
S.  W.  Bicknell,  of  Beloit ;  E.  W.  Jenks,  of  Sturges  ; 
Henry  Durham,  La  Salle  ;  Silas  Earle,  Onarga  ;  and 
W.  W.  Sedgewick,  of  Sandwich.  The  candidates 
were  unanimously  elected. 

The  following  were  then  elected  as  members  by initiation  : 
A.  L.  Merriam,  Sandwich,  HI. :  L.  D.  Glazebrook, 

St.  Pierre,  Ind. 
The  President  then  appointed  Drs.  Pearson,  Beards- 

ley,  and  Cutler,  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  the  association  respecting  the  death  of  the late  President. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

AFTERTJ-OOIT  SESSION". 
The  convention  reassembled  at  three  o'clock,  and 

the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  called  upon  to 
make  their  report.  They  recommended  the  follow- ing 

For  Officers: 

Preside7it— Dr.  Alden  March,  of  New  York. 
Vice  Fresidaits— Drs.  James  Couper,  of  Delaware  ; David  Prince,  of  Hlinois  ;  C.  C.  Cox,  of  Maryland  ; and  E.  S.  Caxn,  of  Wisconsin. 
Secretaries— ['Sot  to  be  appointed  until  the  place  of the  next  meeting  is  known.] 
Treasurer— Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  of  Philadelphia. 

Heport  of  the  Treasurer. 
The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  by  Dr.  Has- 

kell, of  Delaware,  the  Treasurer  being  unable  to 
attend.  He  reported  that,  owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country  and  the  advanced  price  of  print- 

ing, it  would  be  necessary  to  print  only  such  papers 
as  were  of  great  value,  and  to  condense  those  as 
much  as  possible,  or  the  treasury  could  not  bear  the 
cost.  The  proceeds  of  volumes  sold  were  $1,983.25.. 
Balance  on  hand  last  year,  .$507.61  ;  balance  on  hand 
this  year,  $504.21.    The  report  was  adopted. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Publication  reported  the  result 
of  their  labors  during  the  year  and  the  number  of 
volumes  now  in  their  possession.  The  report  was accepted. 

An  Unusual  Case. 

Dr.  GniscoM,  of  New  York,  reported  a  very  inter- 
esting case  of  diarrhfca  adiposa  which  occurred  in 

the  New  York  hospital,  under  his  notice;  it  was 
cured  by  tlie  free  use  of  whisky  and  porter,  but  on 
being  placed  in  the  House  of  Detention,  and  thus 
debarred  from  its  use,  the  symptoms  returned.  Tlie 
speaker  said  that  the  case  was  a  very  unusual  one, 
not  more  than  twenty-six  cases  having  ever  been  re- 

ported. He  considered  that  the  commonly  received 
opinion  tliat  abnormal  accreti(ms  of  oleaginous  sub- 

stance arose  from  pancreatic  secretions  was  un- founded. 
Heport  on  Prize  Essays. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  was 
read  by  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuoin,  of  Iowa.   He  reported 

that  only  one  essay  had  been  submitted,  which  is 
worthy  of  the  prize  medal.  It  is  an  inquiry  into  the 
properties  and  physiological  uses  of  Veratrum  Viride, 
with  notices  of  its  alkaloid,  Veratria,  as  derived  by 
certain  processes.  He  considered  the  essay  as  wor- 
thy-of  publication  and  of  the  prize. 

Dr.  Lawson  moved  that  the  prize  be  awarded  to 
the  author,  and  the  paper  forwarded  to  the  Commit- tee of  Publication. 

Dr.  Cox  moved  that  the  essay  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  of  which  Dr.  McGugin  shall  be 
chairman,  to  read  the  essay  and  report  at  some  future 
time. 

The  motion  of  Dr.  Lawson  prevailed,  and  the 
name  of  the  author  was  then  announced — Samuel 
R.  Percy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  New  York  Medical  College. 
The  announcement  was  received  with  cheers.  The 
prize  is  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was 
made  and  accepted.  The  nominations  were  con- 

tinued and  the  gentlemen  were  conducted  to  their 
places  on  the  platform  by  a  delegation  of  two  to  each 
appointed  by  the  chairman.  The  newly-inducted 
President  briefly  ret;iirned  thanks  for  the  honor  con- ferred. 

Beports  of  Special  Committees. 
Reports  of  Special  Committees  was  then  called  for. 

A  communication  was  received  by  Dr.  Davis  from 
Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb,  of  New  York,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  "  the  practical  workings  of  the  United 
States  law  relating  to  the  inspection  of  drugs  and 
medicines,"  stating  that  he  could  not  attend,  and  of- fering to  report  next  year.    Agreed  to. 

Several  other  genflemen  presented  in  person  the 
request  to  be  allowed  to  continue,  with  the  same  re- sult. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner,  of  New  York,  presented  a 
paper  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  pessaries,  but  the 
reading  was  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

No  changes  were  made  in  any  of  the  committees, 
and  they  were  all  continued  for  another  year. 

The  Hunter  Memorial, 
The  Committee  on  the  Hunter  memorial  reported 

that  the  sum  of  $357  had  been  raised,  in  one  dollar 
subscriptions,  toward  the  Hunter  fund,  a  portion  of 
Avhich  had  been  forwarded  to  London.  The  small- 
ness  of  the  contribution  was  imputed  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  the  monument  would  stand  on  British  soil, 
and  the  indifference  felt  by  England  about  the 
present  national  trial  had  checked  enthusiasm.  The 
report  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Bowditch, 
which  was  received  and  placed  on  file.  It  was  also 
decided  that  the  account  be  closed,  and  the  balance 
forwarded  to  England. 

New  Members. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  to  be  elected  as  permanent  mem- bers : 

Drs.  Daniel  B.  Brengle,  Manchester  ;  Van  Court- 
land  Secord,  Galena  ;  J.  B.  Samuel,  Carrolton ; 
David  Dodge,  Chicago  ;  James  S.  King,  Lemont ;  D. 
F.  Crouse,  Mount  Carroll ;  all  of  Illinois.  The 
nominations  were  confirmed. 

The  use  of  Mercury  in  the  Army. 
Dr.  Lawson  called  attention  to  the  recent  order  of 

the  Suvgeon-G'meral  prohibiting  the  use  of  mercu- 
rials and  tartarized  antimony  by  the  army  Surgical 

corps.  He  moved  that  the  society  express  its  disap- 
probation of  the  order.  The  subject  was  referred  to 

a  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
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facts  and  report,  the  committee  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  State. 

Medical  Provision  for  Kailroad  Accidents. 
Remarks  were  then  made  by  Dr.  Ar^told,  of  New 

York,  on  the  necessity  of  making  medical  provision 
for  railroad  accidents.  He  distributed  printed  copies 
of  papers  read  by  him  before  the  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  both  of  New 
York. 

^  Army  Surgeons. 
Dr.  Cox  called  attention  to  the  want  of  a  recogni- 

tion of  army  Surgeons,  and  urged  that  relatiye  rank 
should  be  accorded  to  them.  At  present  it  was  not 
possible  for  a  Surgeon  to  rise  above  the  rank  of 
Major.  He  therefore  offered  the  following  resolu- tion : 

Renolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  draft  a  memorial  to  Congress  asking  the 
enactment  of  a  law  by  which  Surgeons  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  army  may  be  accorded  relative 
rank  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  each  medical  gentleman  present  be 
urgently  invited  to  use  every  proper  influence  with 
the  members  of  Congress  from  his  respective  dis- 

trict, to  urge  the  passage  of  a  law,  favorable  to  this 
object,  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

The  resolutions  were  seconded  by  Dr.  Gugin'  in  an 
able  speech,  in  which  he  reviewed  the  relative  re- 

sponsibilities of  the  Surgeon  and  Commander,  and 
spoke  of  the  injustice  perpetrated  in  the  case  of  the 
former.  The  resolutions  were  discussed  by  several 
other  delegates,  and  were  finally  adopted. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to- morrow morning.  • 

SECOND  DAY. 

The  miuutes  of  the  previous  sessions  were  read 
and  approved. 

A  large  number  of  additional  members  from  sev- 
eral States  were  announced  as  having  arrived  and 

registered  their  names  as  delegates,  including  a  large 
number  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  city. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  as  perma- 
nent members  of  the  association,  by  invitation  : 

Dr.  J.  H.  Foster,  Libertyville,  111.;  W.  G.  Miller, 
Rockford,  Illinois;  J.  A.  Brown,  Kankakee  City, Illinois. 

The  following  permanent  members  of  the  associa- 
tion were  elected  : 

Tiflan  Sinks,  Leavenworth,  Kansas  :  W.  C.  Hall, 
FayetteviUe,  Ohio ;  Hiram  Wanzer,  Chicago,  111.; 
H.  K.  Dean,  Maunkport,  Ind.  ;  H.  C.  Robbins, 
Newark,  111.;  E.  J.  Duffield,  Woodstock,  111.;  W. 
Jaynes,  Yankton,  Dakota  Territory ;  C.  M.  Clark, 
Galva,  ni. 

The  reports  of  committees  being  in  order,  on  mo- 
tion, that  of  the  committee  on  medical  education 

was  postponed  until  the  afternoon  session. 
The  committee  on  appointments  made  their  re- 

port, which,  on  motion,  Avas  accepted.  Pending  its 
adoption,  it  proposing  Baltimore,  Maryland,  as  the 
next  place  of  meeting,  considerable  discussion  arose, 
various  members  proposing  different  places.  The 
question  finally  resolved  itself  into  a  choice  between 
Baltimore  and  N^w  York  city,  the  latter  place  was 
unanimously  voted  for  as  the  place  for  holding  the 
next  meeting. 

The  balance  of  the  report,  concerning  the  officers 
of  the  next  meeting  committees,  etc.,  was  referred 
back  to  the  committee,  for  reconstruction  rendered 
necessary  by  the  substitution  of  New  York  for  Bal- timore. 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  State,  was  appointed  to  investigate 

and  report  upon  the  present,  and  a  better,  ambulance 
system  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Wilso:!?  Jet\t;ll, 
late  acting  President,  for  the  able  and  dignified 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  delibera- 

tions of  the  association,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
A  resolution,  requiring  the  appointment  of  a  com- 

mittee to  urge  the  compulsory  vaccination  of  every 

:  person  in  the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the  sec"- \  tion  of  Hygiene. 
The  report  of  Dr.  A.  K.  GAED^^:R,  of  New  York, 

.  regarding  the  use  and  abuse  of  pessaries,  the  reading 
!  of  which  was  yesterday  postponed  until  this 
1  morning,  was  called  up,  as  next  in  order,  and  on 
■  motion,  the  reading  of  it  postponed  until  next 

year. 
i  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  suitable  reso- 
'  Ititions  appropriate  to  the  loss  of  the  association  by 
!  the  death  of  its  late  President,  the  late  Dr.  Eli  Ives, 
;  of  Connecticut,  made  their  report,  which,  after  a 
i  slight  amendment,  was  adopted. 
I  The  committee  on  Voluntary  Communications 
I  presented  an  abstract  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  Andrews,  of 
I  Chicago,  on  "Diatheses — Their  Surgical  Relations," I  which  was  read  by  the  author.  Approved,  and  re- 
j  ferred  to  the  committee  of  Publication. 
I  This  paper  of  Dr.  Andrews  called  upon  Dr.  Hib- 
BARD,  of  Indiana,  who  combated,  in  rather  a  lengthy 
speech,  some  of  the  principal  features  presented. 

Dr.  Andrews  replied,  in  stipport  of  his  arguments 
and  statements,  developing,  from  his  experience,  the 
truth  of  the  position  which  he  assumed. 

I     Other  members  participated  in  the  discussion, 
i     The  meetings  of  Sections  having  been  abolished, 
I  the  president  appointed  as  the  committee  on  Com- 
i  pulsory  Vaccination,  which  had  previously  been  re- 

ferred to  the  section  on  Hygiene,  Drs.  Hibbard,  of- 
I  Indiana,  Jewett,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Griscom,  of 
New  York. 

The  meeting  adjourned. 
THIRD  DAY. 

The  convention  convened  at  9  o'clock.  After  a 
partial  reading  of  the  minutes,  the  further  reading 
was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  perma- 
nent members  by  invitation  ;  Isaac  Snyder,  Jackson, 

Mich.;  Pv.  B.  Treat,  JanesviUe,  Wis.;  Granville  S. 
Thomas,  Joliet,  Illinois  ;  J.  S.  Pashley,  Osceola, 
Illinois. Voluntary  communications  were  presented  by  Dr. 
He>'rt  G.  DAyis,  of  New  York,  on  The  American Method  of  Treating  Diseases  of  the  Joints,  and  by 
Dr.  A.  Fisher,  of  Chicago,  on  The  use  of  Sulphites 
of  Lime  and  Soda  in  the  Treatment  of  Hospital 
Gangrene,  Traumatic  Erysipelas,  Pyaemia,  etc. 

The  president  having  announced  that  the  order  of 
the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A.,  debarring  calomel  and 
tartar  emetic  from  the  use  of  army  surgeons,  and 
which  was  previously  referred  to  a  committee,  was 
in  order,  by  consent  of  the  association  the  committee 
on  the  subject  offered  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
introduced  yesterday. 

There  is  a  strong  feeling  manifested  in  the  associa- 
tion against  this  famous  order  No.  6,  of  Surgeon- 

General  Hammo>"x>,  and  it  has  more  than  once  been 
referred  to  with  expressions  savoring  more  of  oppo- 

sition than  approval. 
Pending  the  discussion,  previous  to  the  vote.  Dr. 

Cox,  of  the  army,  said  substantially  as  follows  : 
While  the  association  had  the  right  to  protest 

]  against  the  order  of  the  Surgeon-General,  he  wished 
'  it'  to  remember  that  the  order  referred  exclusively  to the  corps  of  army  surgeons  under  his  control,  and 
had  no  reference  to  the  use  of  those  drugs  in  private 
practice.    The  order  originated  in  the  abuse  of  calo- 

j  mel  by  a  number  of  incompetent  surgeons  in  the 
;  army,  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  who  consider  the  liver  the  pack-horse  of  the 

j  human  system.    The  Medical  Bureau  of  the  United 
i  States  comprises  men  of  science,  who  understand 
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how  far  the  evil  has  been  perpetrated  and  the  neces- 

sity of  correcting  its  abuses.  The  fact  that  other 
mercurials  have  not  been  interfered  with,  shows 
how  great  the  necessity  that  exists  for  an  order  so 
apparently  sweeping,  and  which  the  association 
deems  so  necessary. 

He  did  not  desire  to  protract  the  debate,  but  felt  it 
dufe  his  profession  to  say  something  before  the  final  j 
vote  should  be  taken.  He  was  not  up  either  to  de-  j 
fend  or  condemn  the  order.  In  a  long  practice  he  j 
had  seen  the  abuse  of  calomel  in  improper  hands,  as  i 
well  as  its  benefits  from  its  legitimate  and  judicious  | 
nse.  He  Avished  a  discrimination  to  be  made  be-  j 
tween  the  propriety  of  the  order  and  the  motives  j 
of  the  Surgeon-General.  That  gentleman's  high  i 
character  and  motives  are  not  to  be  questioned  in  ! 
this  or  any  other  public  body.  He  deserved  the  i 
thanks  of  the  profession  for  the  wholesome  interest  j 
he  had  taken  in  the  subject. 

Dr.  Cox's  position  called  up  several  members  in  ' 
reply.    Calomel  had  fallen  under  the  ban  of  an  "un-  | 
wise,  unnecessary  and  unprofessional"  order,  and  j 
that  order  received  animadversion,  ridicule,  and  un-  | 
stinted  opposition.    The  discussion  became  general, 
and  while  some  desired  to  place  no  obstacles  in  the 
field,  their  opinion  of  the  order  was  of  a  character 
that  culminated  in  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted : 

Hesolved,  That  from  evidence  within  our  possession, 
we  can  but  entertain  the  conviction  that  the  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  United  States  army  has  been  led  into 
expressions,  in  order  No.  6,  which  will  convey  errors 
respecting  the  abuse  of  calomel  in  the  army,  and  we 
feel  called  upon  to  protect,  so  far  as  in  our  power, 
the  reputation  of  the  intelligent  and  self-sacrificing 
medical  officers  from  the  implied  imputation  of  such 
general  mal-practice. 

Besolved,  That  while  regarding  spanfemic  medi- 
cines, particularly  calomel  and  tartar  emetic,  when 

freely  administered  to  soldiers  in  the  field,  the  camp 
or  the  hospital,  where  unfavorable  hygienic  condi- 

tions so  commonly  cause  depressed  and  asthenic 
conditions  of  the  system,  as  being  very  often  pro- 

ductive of  injuries  ;  yet,  that  these  articles,  when 
judiciously  employed,  are  useful,  is  a  proposition 
according  with  the  general  opinion  of  the  profession  ; 
and,  as  abuse  of  an  article  is  no  just  argument 
against  its  proper  use,  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
body,  to  be  regretted  that  the  object  of  correcting 
these  abuses  was  not  sought  to  be  effected  by  an  order 
of  caution  upon  the  subject,  and  by  dismissing  from 
the  service  those  disregarding  such  caution,  and  not 
by  the  extraordinary,  and,  as  Ave  think,  unjustifiable 
course  of  endeavoring  to  prevent,  entirely,  the  use 
of  the  articles,  though  liable  to  abuse,  as  are  all 
other  powerful  agents,  yet  which  are  well  established 
in  professional  confidence  as  capable  of  useful  appli- cation. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  Lawson, Chairman. 
The  entire  report,  giving  a  history  and  details  of 

the  subjec  t,  in  tlic  same  spirit,  was  also  adopted. 
On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  a  copy  of  the 

above  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  tlic  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A., 
and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Nominating  Onnmittec  reported  the  following 
officers  of  the  association  for  the  present  year  : 

SefTfitaries — Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  111. ;  Guido  Fur- 
man,  N.  Y. 

(Jornrnttkc  of  Arranf/ements — Brs.  James  Andrews, 
M.  Blakeman,  T.  M.  Markoe,  T.  C.  Finnell,  Austin 
Flint,  jr.,  E.  S.  F.  Arnold,  J.  H.  Grisrom. 

Cornmittf-e  on  Prize  Enmyn — Drs.  I).  F.  Condie,  Pa. ; 
E.  Wallacf;,  Pa.  ;  Wilson  Jewell,  Pa.  ;  E.  R.  Peaslee, 
N.  Y.  ;  Alfred  Stilb',  Pa. 

(Jommittce  on  flf'xlical  Education — Drs.  .T.  C.  Dalton, 
N.  Y.  ;  M.  L.  Linton,  Mo.  ;  John  Frisseil,  Va.  ; 
Howard  Towiisend,  N.  Y. ;  W.  H.  Byford,  111. 

Committee  on  Medical  Literature — Drs.  L.  M.  Law- 

son,  Ohio ;  E.  L.  McGugin,  Iowa ;  Wm.  Mayberry, 
Pa.;  H.  Noble,  111. ;  John  Homans,  Mass. 

Committee  on  FuUieation—BYS.  F.  G.  Smith,  Chair- 
man ;  Caspar  Wistar,  Edward  Hartshorne,  Pa. ;  H. 

F.  Askew,  Del. ;  S.  G.  Hubbard,  Conn. ;  H.  A.  John- 
son, 111.  ;  Guido  Furman,  N.  Y. 

Committee  on  Lisanity—Dr&.  Ralph  Hills,  Ohio  ;  C. 
H.  Nichols,  D.  C. ;  D.  P.  Bissell,  N.  Y. ;  S.  W.  But- 

ler, Pa. ;  John  S.  Butler,  Conn. 
A  number  of  reports  were  submitted  from  commit- 

tees, and  papers  read  on  various  subjects. 
Dr.  Cox,  of  the  army,  offered  two  resolutions,  one 

of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  for  their  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  shoAvn  to  members  of  the  asso- 

ciation during  its  sessions  here,  and  another  of  thanks 
to  the  retiring  secretary.  Dr.  Hubbard,  for  his  able and  faithful  services. 

The  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  associ- 
ation, proposed  at  the  last  meeting,  were  called  up 

and  discussed,  and  so  far  carried  as  to  fix  the  time 
of  the  next  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  next 
June. 

A  complimentary  resolution,  thanking  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  for  their  services,  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen,  on  motion  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  were  elected  permanent 

members  of  the  association  : 
L.  H.  Gary,  Toledo,  Iowa  ;  Horatio  Hitchcock,  Chi- 

cago ;  L.  F.  Warne,  Chicago  ;  L.  P.  Cheney,  Chicago  ; 
C.^W.  Shumway,  Chicago. 

AFTERNOON"  SESSION. 
The  convention  assembled  at  three  o'clock.  The 

minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  ap- 

proved. Communications  were  read  from  Dr.  Russel,  of 
Ohio,  and  Dr.  Segek,  of  Michigan,  informing  the 
committee  of  their  inability  to  attend  its  sessions, 
and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  service  on  special  com- mittees. 
On  motion  they  were  excused  from  any  further service. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  read  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  association  providing  for  the  ap- 

pointment of  a  permanent  secretary,  which  was  laid 
over  until  the  next  session  under  the  rules. 

The  nominating  committee  then  read  a  further 
report  of  the  appointment  of  committees  on  special- ties. 

Dr.  Arkolt)  offered  the  following  : 
Whereas,  The  railroad  is  fast  becoming  the  great 

medium  of  travel  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
whereas,  in  spite  of  all  regulations  and  care,  serious accidents  are  continually  occurring,  attended  with 
loss  of  life,  such  being  greatly  exaggerated  by  the 
total  want  of  any  local  medical  provision  to  meet 
such,  as  well  as  by  the  absence  of  any  appliances 
whatever,  calculated  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Surgeon  ;  therefore  be  it 

Jtesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  such  medical 
provision  should  be  made  by  the  railroads,  and  that 
by  the  diminution  of  suffering,  as  well  as  by  the 
saving  of  life,  while  economy  would  accrue  to  the 
railroad  companies  and  the  interests  of  humanity  be 
greatly  served. The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to 
Congress  relative  to  army  surgeons,  reported  a 
lengthy  document  recommending  that  the  rank  of 
the  surgeons  be  increased,  and  urging  Congress  to 
make  a  liberal  increase  in  their  salaries  in  order  to 
procure  men  who  are  competent  for  the  trust. 

After  discussion,  the  resolution  was  adopted  unan- imously. 

On  motion,  the  secretaries  were  instructed  to  have 
the  memorial  printed,  and  forward  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  the  several  meml)ers  of  Congress. 

After  making  arrangements  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  delegates  in  the  evening,  the  convention  ad- 
journed. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION". 
To  the  exclusion  of  much  other  material,  we 

devote  a  very  large  part  of  this  issue  of  the  Re- 
PORTEB  to  a  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  which  held  its 
Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Chicago  last  week. 

In  spite  of  the  predictions  of  one  or  two  who 
were  fearful  of  the  professional  advancement  of 
others,  that  the  meeting  would  be  a  failure,  and 
all  that,  it  was  a  decided  success,  and  a  very 
pleasant,  harmonious  and  useful  meeting.  It  is 
noticeable  that  the  chief  opponent  of  the  meeting 

threw  the  weight  of- his  influence,  and  sought  ad- 
vancement in  an  entirely  different  direction,  out- 

side, indeed,  of  the  interests  of  his  profession. 
Comment  on  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  are 

necessarily  reserved.  For  the  means  of  thus 
early  presenting  an  account  of  the  proceedings, 
we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Wm.  Mayberry,  of  this  city, 
and  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  who  very  kindly 

forwarded  us  papers  containing  full  minutes  of  the 
meeting. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  ARMY. 

As  the  sickly  season  of  the  year  approaches,  it 

becomes  a  matter  of  great  interest  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  there  being  much  sickness  in  the  army. 

There  are  several  hundred  thousand  of  our  citizens 

exposed  to  the  changes  and  vicissitudes  incident 
to  camp  life,  and  to  long  and  weary  marches.  We 
all  remember  how  many  thousands  last  year  filled 

the  hospitals  throughout  the  North,  and  how 
many  others,  broken  down  in  health,  and  useless 
to  the  service  were  discharged,  and  returned  to 

their  homes,  many  of  them  to  die,  and  others 
incapacitated  from  supporting  themselves  by  the 
labor  of  their  hands. 

It  is  well  known,  too,  that  judicious  sanitary 
measures  seasonably  adopted,  prevented  much 
sickness  and  loss  of  life  where  it  was  reasonably 
to  be  expected  that  both  would  be  great.  Thus 
while  yellow  fever  prevailed  extensively  and  very 

fatally  in  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  other  places 
in  the  South,  not  a  single  case  occurred  in  New 
Orleans,  where  it  prevails  more  or  less  every  year, 
and  but  a  few  isolated  cases  occurred  at  other 

military  posts  held  by  the  United  States  troops. 
The  exemption  of  New  Orleans  from  an  epi- 

demic of  yellow  fever,  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
very  judicious  and  stringent  sanitary  measures 
adopted  by  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  then  in  command 
of  that  department,  who  had  the  streets,  lanes, 

alleys,  levees,  and  tenement  and  other  hr>uses  put 
into  a  perfect  sanitary  condition,  and  who  en- 

forced a  rigid  quarantine.  So,  in  the  department 
of  South  Carolina,  rigid  sanitary  measures  were 
adopted,  which,  for  most  of  the  season  exempted 
the  posts  in  Port  Royal  harbor  from  a  prevalence 
of  the  disease,  though,  in  consequence  of  a  little 
carelessness  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  a 
few  cases  occurred. 

We  lately  published  a  sanitary  order  of  Gen. 

Hunter's  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  having 
his  Headquarters  in  Port  Royal  harbor,  S.  C, 
and  doubt  not  that  the  commanders  of  all  the 

departments  on  the  South  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  will  take  such  measures  as  will  protect 
them  from  epidemic  diseases  of  all  kinds.  Much 

responsibility  in  this  connection  rests  upon  them. 

As  to  general  sickness  in  the  army,  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  there  will  be  much  less  than  there 

was  last  year.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this, 
among  them  are  the  following:  The  army  is 
Aveeded  of  much  of  the  unsound  material  it  con- 

tained last  year — the  youth  and  broken  constitu- 
tions. The  army  surgeons  have  learned  lessons 

in  sanitary  matters  from  the  experience  of  the 

past  year,  and  will  be  likely  to  adopt  measures 
accordingly.  The  probability  is  that  there  will  be 
no  Yorktown  and  Chicahominy  campaigns  this 

yeai',  which  were  so  terribly  destructive  to  life 
and  health  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  in  1862. 

The  present  prospect  in  the  West  is,  that  th« 
armies  in  that  region  will  this  year  be  operating 
in  healthier  regions  than  last.  And  finally, 

the  men  of  which  our  army  is  at  present  com- 
posed, have  become  accustomed  to  the  duties  and 

exposures  incident  to  the  life  of  a  soldier. 
It  may  be  thought  that  the  conscription  now  in 

progress  will  produce  more  material  to  swell  the 
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[Vol.  X. mortality  lists,  and  fill  tlie  military  hospitals.  To 
a  certain  extent  this  may  be  true,  but  the  con- 

scripted men  will  be  likely  to  be  stronger  and 
healthier  than  the  volunteers  were.  Those  who 

are  drafted  will  be  apt  to  take  pains  to  prove  their 

exemption,  if  any  cause  exists,  and  as  strict  medi- 
cal examinations  will  be  made,  we  have  no  doubt 

that  the  new  army  now  being  raised  will  be  com- 
posed of  sound  and  healthy  men,  many  of  whom 

will,  indeed,  have  already  had  some  experience  of 
the  life  of  a  soldier  in  the  two  years  and  the  nine 

months  regiments,  whose  terms  of  service  are  just 
expiring. 

Correspondence, 

FOREIGN. 

LETTEK  FROM  W.  K".  COTE,  M.  D. 
Geneva,  Fch.  1863. 

Air  During  Sleep. 

M.  Delbrnck,  of  Germany,  has  made  some  re- 
searches on  the  quantity  of  air  required  for  breathing 

during  sleep.  It  strikes  him  as  singular  that,  while 
all  medical  men  are  unanimous  in  prescribiDg  sev- 

eral cubic  feet  of  pure  air  !"or  each  person  sleeping 
in  a  room  as  absolutely  indispensable  for  health,  all 
animals  appear  to  shun  the  open  air  as  much  as  pos- 

sible in  order  to  compose  themselves  to  sleep.  Thus 
the  lion  and  tiger  retire  to  some  dark  cavern  where 
the  air  is  confined.  The  dog  goes  to  his  kennel,  and 
thrusts  his  snout  under  his  belly, — birds,  to  which 
open  air  would  appear  to  be  a  necessity,  whether  j 
asleep  or  awake,  retire  to  some  private  comer  and 
put  their  heads  under  their  wings.  Xay,  what  does 
the  school-boy  do,  when  left  in  a  dormitory  aired 
with  particular  care?  If  he  finds  he  cannot  fall 
aeleep,  the  first  thing  he  does  is  to  bury  his  head 
under  the  bed-clothes.  Hence,  M.  Delbruck  con- 

cludes, that  if,  when  awake,  we  exhale  a  quantity  of 
carbonic  acid,  we  must  inhale  a  certain  quantity  of 
this  gas  during  sleep,  just  as  plants  exhale  by  day 
the  oxygen  they  absorb  during  the  night. 

Analysis  of  Milk.  ' 
Milk  has  been  so  often  analysed,  that  it  would 

seem  no  further  facts  could  be  elicited  regarding  this 
important  liquid.    Professor  Bcedecker,  however, 
has  ju?t  completed  a  scries  of  experiments  conducted 
on  quite  a  new  principle.    The  question  he  proposed 
to  himself  was,  whether  milk  obtained  at  any  hour  | 
of  the  day,  always  presented  the  same  chemical  com- 

position or  not— and  he  has  arrived  at  the  result  that 
the  milk  of  the  evening  is  richer  by  .3  per  cent,  than  ! 
that  of  the  morning — the  latter  containing  only  10  ' 
per  cent,  of  solid  matter,  and  the  former  13  per  cent.  ' 

the  other  hand,  the  water  contained  in  milk  di-  I 

minishes  by  3  per  cent,  in  the  cotu-se  of  the  day — in 
the  morning  it  contains  89  per  cent,  of  water,  and 
only  86  per  cent,  in  the  evening.  The  fatty  particles 
increase  gradually  as  the  day  wears  on.  In  the 
morning  they  amoimt  to  2.17  per  cent.,  at  noon,  to 
2.63,  and  in  the  evening  to  3.42  per  cent.  This  cir- 

cumstance, if  true,  would  be  very  important  in  a 
practical  point  of  view.  Let  us  suppose  a  pint  of 
milk  to  yield  only  the  sixth  part  of  its  weight  in  but- 

ter—then the  milk  of  the  evening  may  yield  double 
that  quantity.  The  caseous  particles  are  also  more 
abundant  in  the  evening  than  in  the  morning — from 
2.24  they  increase  to  2.70  per  cent.  But  the  quantity 
of  albumen  diminishes  from  0.44  to  0.31.  The 
cerum  is  less  abundant  at  midnight  than  at  noon, 
being  4.19  per  cent,  in  the  former  case,  and  4. 72  in 
the  latter. 

Triplets. 
A  woman  at  Rouen  was  recently  delivered  of  three 

male  children,  all  three  died  within  the  two  days  fol- 
lowing their  birth.  According  to  the  statistical  tables 

drawn  up  at  the  Maternite  Hospital  at  Paris,  five 
triple  births  had  occurred  in  37,441  accouchments, 
that  is,  about  1  in  7,000. 

Thallium. 

The  report  on  the  Dew  metal  thallium  by  the  Com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to 

examine  il.  L amy's  labors  on  the  subject,  was  read 
to  that  learned  body  the  other  day  by  M.  Dumas.  It 
is  observed  in  this  report  that  the  discovery  of  thal- 

lium by  the  bright  green  band  which  it  produces  in 
the  specluum,  is  but  the  consequence  of  MM.  Bux- 
SEX  and  Kjechhoff's  discovery  of  spectral  analysis, 
but  that  the  singular  and  contradictory  properties  of 
the  new  metal,  render  it  as  great  an  anomaly  in  chem- 

istry, as  the  ornithorhynchus  is  in  natural  history. 
The  report  then  goes  on  to  say  that  no  one  denies 
Mr.  Crookes  to  have  been  the  first  to  see  the  charac^ 
teristic  green  band  in  the  residues  of  cenain  sele- 

niums, and,  subsequently  to  the  30th  March,  1861,  to 
have  discovered  the  new  element  in  a  specimen  of 
the  sulphur  of  Lipari  and  in  a  Spanish  Flint,  as  also 

to  have  pointed  out  and  named  thallium  as  a  new  ' simple  body — but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  certain  that  M.  Lamy  has  been  the  first  to 
obtain  pure  thallium,  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  a 
metalloid  similar  to  selenium  or  tellurium  as  Mr. 
Crookes  thought  (he  having  not  obtained  it  in  a 
free  state  and  pure.)  but  that  it  was  a  real  metal — 
that  M.  Lamy,  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  produced 
in  Mr.  Crookes'  presence,  a  fine  ingot  of  thal- 

lium before  the  jury  of  the  Great  Exhibition  for  the 
section  of  chemistry,  and  that  Mr.  Crookes,  not 
having  at  the  time  thought  proper  to  advance  any 
claim,  or  to  invite  the  jury  to  visit  his  laboratory  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  metallic  properties  of  thal- 

lium had  been  previously  ascertained  by  himself,  he 
had  no  right,  a  week  later,  to  hand  in  a  paper  assert- 

ing his  previous  knowledge  of  the  facts  discovered 
by  M.  Lamy.  As  you  see,  this  is  a  question  of 
rivenm  and  tuxim. 

Turning  to  the  metal  itself,  the  report  then  recapi- 
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tulates  the  properties  of  thallium,  most  of  which  I 
mentioned  in  a  preceding  letter,  as  for  instance,  its 
all  but  complete  chemical  identity  with  lead,  which 
rendered  its  discovery  extremely  difficult.  It  is  not, 
however,  so  blue  as  lead,  nor  so  white  as  silver,  but 
resembles  tin  or  aluminium  in  color.  It  becomes  soft 
at  the  temperature  of  boiling  water,  and  a  modifica- 

tion of  its  particles  then  takes  place,  causing  the  sur- 
face to  assume  the  appearance  of  being  watered. 

Under  the  action  of  the  blow-pipe,  thallium  melts 
rapidly  and  absorbs  oxygen,  emitting  a  kind  of 
smoke  without  any  smell,  or  at  most  that  of  lamp- 

black. This  smoke  is  sometimes  white,  at  others  a 
mixture  of  reddish  and  violet  tints.  When  the 
ingot  is  allowed  to  cool,  it  becomes  covered  with 
small  drgps  of  volatilized  metal.  While  aluminium 
is  insensible  to  nitric  acid,  but  rapidly  soluble  in 
hydrochloric  acid,  the  direct  contrary  is  the  case 
with  thallium.  This  metal,  judging  from  the  solar 
spectrum  does  not  appear  to  form  part  of  the  sun's 
atmosphere.  Thallium  is  essentially  an  alkaline 
metal,  being  the  last  term  of  a  series  of  six,  begin- 

ning with  lithium.  Its  equivalent  weight  is  204,  its 
atomic  volume  85. 

Asylums  for  Insane  and  Aged  in  Paris. 
The  Gazette  des  Hospitaux  says  that  the  Hospice  de 

la  Saltpetriere  at  Paris,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Orleans  Railway  for  the  enlargement  of  their  termi- 

nus, and  that  the  Council  General  of  Seine  is  about 
to  erect  an  Asylum  for  Lunatics  at  St.  Anne's  farm, 
near  Bicetre.  Two  estates,  one  of  720  acres,  near 
Neuilly-sur-Marne,  (Seine-et-Oise,)  and  the  other  of 
275  acres,  near  Epinay-sur-Orge,  in  the  same  depart- 

ment, have,  it  is  said,  been  purchased  by  the  Council 
General  of  Seine,  and  are  to  be  laid  out,  and  detached 
pavilions  constructed  as  asylums  for  lunatics  of  the 
wealthier  classes.  An  asylum  for  aged  women  will 
also  be  established  in. the  environs  of  Paris. 

Temperature. 
M.  Becqueeel  communicates  further  researches  of 

his  on  the  temperature  of  the  air  at  a  great  height, 
compared  with  that  of  the  superficial  strata  in  con- 

tact with  the  earth's  surface.  These  researches,  con- 
ducted Avith  both  the  electric  and  common  thermome- 

ters, lead  to  the  following  result :  That  every  place 

on  the  globe  has  two  difi"erent  mean  temperatures, 
one  independent  of  terrestrial  radiation,  the  other  en- 

tirely dependent  upon  it.  The  latter  M.  Becqueeel 
calls  cUmateric,  because  it  serves  to  characterize  the 
climate  with  regard  to  temperature.  The  former, 
which  is  obtained  by  placing  the  thermometer  at  a 
certain  height  above  the  ground,  varies  with  latitude 
— the  other  is  obtained  by  taking  the  average  of  ob- 

servations made  at  diflerent  points  of  the  place  ex- 
perimented on.  In  England,  where  the  quantity  of 

rain  is  about  the  same  in  each  season,  the  diflference 
between  the  two  temperatures  is  zero.  In  Germany 
and  Sweden,  where  there  is  more  rain  in  summer 
than  in  winter,  springs  have  a  higher  temperature 
than  the  average  of  the  place.  In  Norway  and  Italy 
where  winters  are  rainy,  the  temperature  of  springs 
is  lower. 

ITew  Mettod  of  Amputating, 

Dr.  Chassaignac,  Surgeon  to  the  Hopital  Lari- 
boisiere  in  Paris,  has  published  a  paper  in  the  Medi- 

cal Journals  on  a  new  method  of  his  for  amputating 
limbs  without  the  aid  of  the  knife.  For  this  purpose 
he  uses  what  he  calls  a  caustic  bracelet,  consisting  of 
a  ring,  round  which  are  placed  little  crystal  cups  of 
a  rectangular  form.  The  ring  is  applied  to  the  exact 
place  where  the  amputation  is  to  be  made.  A  pled- 

get of  lint  impregnated  with  a  solution  of  perchloride 
of  iron  at  35  degrees,  is  placed  above  and  under  the 
ring,  and  the  cups  are  then  charged  with  fragments 
of  the  Eilhos  caustic.  The  limb  to  be  amputated  is 
subjected  to  a  considerable  degree  of  compression, 
which  removes  some  portion  of  the  liquids  of  the 
body  from  the  diseased  part.  As  the  caustic  pro- 

ceeds in  its  action,  copious  bleeding  might  occur,  to 
remedy  which,  the  operator  or  his  assistants,  exer- 

cise a  digital  pressure  on  the  principal  artery  until 
the  operation  is  completed.  There  is  considerable 
difi"erence  in  the  behavior  of  a  muscle  separated  by the  knife,  or  by  the  action  of  the  caustic.  In  the 
first  case  it  contracts,  and  a  large  interval  is  left  be- 

tween the  two  parts  that  have  been  divided.  But 
under  the  action  of  the  caustic  the  muscle  does  not 
recede  either  way.  Dr.  Chassaigxac  has  tried  his 
method  twice,  in  cases  when  the  patients  were  so 
feeble  as  to  render  ordinary  amputation  extremely 
dangerous,  in  both  cases  the  operation  was  crowned 
with  success.  The  bracelet  in  one  case  was  applied 
five  times  for  twelve  hours  each,  before  all  the  soft 
parts  could  be  eaten  away  by  the  caustic.  As  soon 
as  the  bone  became  apparent,  it  was  cut  through  by 
means  of  the  chain-saw.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  tliis  novel  way  of  amputating  limbs  will 
meet  with  all  the  success  expected  by  its  originator. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeon. 
Pennsylvania.— Bn.  Jacob  Ritteb,  Liverpool. 

Death  of  Dr.  D'Arcy. 
The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at  a  meet- 

ing of  the  Jersey  Co.  111.  Medical  Society.  We  learn 
that  Dr.  D'Aecy  left  a  fortune  of  about  two  hundred thousand  dollars. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Jersey  County  Medical  Society, 
held  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  White,  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th  of  April,  1863,  called  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  D'Aecy,  President  of  the  Society. Dr.  Hutchinson  was  called  to  the  chair.  After 
some  preliminary  business,  Drs.  Bringhurst  and 
White  were  appointed  a  committee  on  resolutions  of 
respect  and  condolence. 

Society  adjourned  until  the  next  day  at  2  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

Met  on  the  27th,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  the 
residence  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  when  the  following  pre- 

amble and  resolutions  were  reported  and  adopted  : 
Whebeas,  in  the  providence  of  God,  we  are  this 

day  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  most 
beloved  and  respected  brother,  Dr.  Edwabd  A. 
D'Aecy,  whose  ample  worth,  mature  judgment  and 
vigorous  mind  have  for  years  been  our  chief  reliance 
for  assistance  and  counsel  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
our  profession  ;  therefore  be  it 
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Besolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  D'Arcy,  this 
commuuity  has  sustained  a  loss  which  must  be  felt 
while  the  present  generation  lasts.  That  as  a  Physi- 

cian and  Surgeon,  we  recognize  him  as  haying  held 
the  first  place  amongst  us,  and  mourn  his  departure 
as  sons  mourn  the  loss  of  a  father.  That  as  an  illus- 

trious instance  of  perseverence  in  the  study  of  his 
profession,  even  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  we 
emulate  his  example  ;  and,  in  his  death,  feel  that  we 
are  deprived  of  one  whose  advice,  matured  by  years 
of  careful  observation,  was  always  kindly  given  and 
always  reliable. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  our  great  loss,  we 
offer  to  his  bereaved  family  our  heartfelt  condolence, 
for  theirs,  which  is  greater,  even  irreparable. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased,  and  to  the  Democratic  Union,  for  publi- cation. 

L.  A.  BREWSTER, Secretary. 

.  ANSWERS  TO  COKRESPONDENTS. 
J8S°"  Correspondents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 

quest to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  corresi)ondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary fur  us  always  to  knoto  the  Town,  County  and  State 
froiii  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  TT.  B.  T.,  Pa.— We  will  furnish  the  volumes  of  the 
Reporter  you  need  to  complete  your  files  for  $10,  unbound, 
or  $14  bound.  They  could  be  sent  to  you  by  express,  at  an 
additional  cost  of  about  a  dollar.  We  have  very  few  of  the 
earlier  volumes  left  now. 

Dr.  J.  S.  A.,  Pa.— The  London  Lancet  Crepublication)  is 
issued  mouthly,  and  gives  cases,  particularly  those  of  a  sur- 

gical nature,  in  detail.  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  is  a  half- yearly  soraniary  of  all  departments  of  medical  science. 
Though  botli  are  exceedingly  valuable,  the  latter  would  per- haps be  the  most  useful  to  you. 
New  Sydenham  Society's  Pcblications. — In  response  to several  iutiuiries  in  regard  to  these  publications,  we  publish 

the  following  note  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Dr.  Duxglison, 
which,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  satisfactorj'' ; 

U.  S.  Gexeral  Hospital,  16th  &  Filbert  Sts.,") Philadelphia,  June  5,  JS63.  J 
Dr.  S.  W.  Bl-tler,  Editor. Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst  ,  which 
I  have  just  received,  I  have  to  state  that  the  receipt  of  the 
volumes  due  the  members  has  been  unavoidal)ly  delayed,  but 
that  I  expect  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  place  them  iu  their 
bauds  during  tiie  present  month,  or,  at  the  latest,  in  July. 

Truly  yours, 
KiCH'd  J.  DUXGLISON. 

MARRIED. 

AKMiSTRONfi — BiRPSALL. — Thursday  morning,  .Tune  4th,  by 
Rev.  Andrew  Loiigacre,  William  Armstroug,  M.  D.,  and  Han- nah Birdsall,  all  of  tliis  city. 
GouDARU— Va.v  Syckel. —  On  the  4th  inst.,  by  the  Rev, 

Kingston  God.lard,  D.D.,-I)r.  Kingston  (ioddani,  Jr.,  and  Miss Helen  Van  Syckel,  daughter  of  the  late  Elijah  Van  Syckel, 
Esq  ,  of  this  city. 
.lACKsox— C'AitTWRiflHT  —  At  the  British  Consulate,  Now Orleans,  and  afterwards  by  the  Rev.  L.  Y.  Jessup,  D  I)  ,  J. 

Norman  Jnckson  and  Anna  Mercer,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Cartwright. 

M088 — NoRONHA. — Ou  the  Sth  instant,  by  Mayor  Henry,  and 
at  St.  Mark's  Church,  by  the  Kov.  Stephens  Farker,  Surgeon WiHiam  Mons,  U.  S.  V.,  and  Miss  Mary  Noronha. 

DIED. 

Hart.— On  Thursday  cvfMiing,  June  4th,  Ella  J.,  wife  of Byron  Hart,  M.D.,  and  danghter  of  8.  Leviue. 
HART.MA.V. — Fell  at  the  battle  of  Chancelhjrsville,  Va.,  May 

'M,  180.'},  Surgeon  C.  A.  Hartman,  M.D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. The  name  of  Dr.  Hartman  has  hr-en  long  familiar  to  medical 
raen.  He  was  an  intellig«".nt  man,  a  a  long  time  a  collaJ)orator the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  and  other  journals. 
Jewkll.— At  Clint-'U,  Louisiana,  on  the  2Ist  day  of  April, 

of  typhoid  ffjver,  William  Henry  Jewell,  sou  of  Dr.  Wilson 
and  Kachfl  .lewoll,  of  this  city. 
Price.— At  Cold  Spring,  Cai)0  May  county,  N.  J.,  May  2l8t, 180.{,  Rev.  John  Price,  a;t.  70  yearH.  Mr.  Price  was  father  of 

Dr.  T.  T.  Pric^,  of  Tuckerton,  N.  J. 
WatiKjw. — On  WedueHday  morning,  June  .3,  after  a  linger- 

ing illnens,  Jolm  Watson,  M.D.,  of  thi«  city. 
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NOTICES. 
The Medical   Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Will  hold  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  in  Phila 

(lelpliia,  on  the  second  Wednesday,  10th  of  June, 
ut  11,  A.  M.  J.  11.  Smaltz, J. M.  Stevenson, 

Recording  Secretaries. 

Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
The  Ei;,diteccnth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio 

State  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  on  Tuesday,  June  16th.  Will  some  member 
furnish  vs  an  accovnt  of  the  meeting  for  implication  ? 
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THOUGHTS  OIT  PBESCRIBING. 
A  Plea  for  the  Patient. 
By  Edward  Parrish. 

Of  Philadelphia. K-Q.  1. 

The  rod  is  now  but  seldom  resorted  to  as  a 
means  of  family  discipline  among  the  intelligent 
and  refined  ;  hapily  it  is  fast  giving  way  to  a  mild 

and  more  efi'ectual  government,  by  reason  and  the 
afi'ections.  The  rational  method  of  punishment 
which  visits  upon  every  dereliction  its  natural 
penalty  is  so  obviously  preferable,  that  it  is  only 
among  the  ignorant,  the  brutal  or  the  thoughtless, 
that  unreasoning  force  is  ever  resorted  to  as  the 
means  of  avoiding  the  dangers  of  inexperience  or 
the  evils  resulting  from  natural  perversity. 

With  this  relic  of  barbarism  should  we  not  associ- 
ate that  method  of  punishment  practiced  on  the 

children  of  former  generations,  and  many  in  our 
own,  compelling  them  to  atone  for  the  crime  of 
being  sick  by  the  involuntary  penance  of  taking 
disgusting  physic  ?  The  argument  has  been  used 
against  the  use  in  anaesthetics  of  midwifery,  that 
it  was  an  unwarranted  attempt  to  escape  the  inevi- 

table law  of  suffering  entailed  upon  the  gentler  sex ; 
so  we  suppose  it  might  be  argued  that  our  chil- 

dren, if  not  subjected  to  annoyances  while  young, 
might  grow  up  with  too  little  of  stoic  indifference 

to  the  "good  and  ill  which  chequer  life."  For  my 
part,  I  think  that  life  has  so  many  necessary  pains 
and  penalties,  that  a  sound  philosophy  looks  to 
removing  all  avoidable  ones,  especially  from  that 
period  which  life  normally  joyous,  and  in  which 
perfect  development  is  so  dependent  on  this  very 
joyousness.  He  who  would  purposely  cloud  the 
sunshine  of  youth  must  be  not  only  a  cynical 
philosopher  but  a  poor  physiologist. 

It  would  be  hard  to  estimate  the  effect  on  tem- 

per of  the  old-fashioned,  compulsory  dosing ;  to 
realize  the  downright  spirit  of  rebellion  that  has 
been  fostered  in  many  a  young  and  restless  spirit, 
as  some  indomitable  Mrs.  Squeers,  of  Dothboy's 

Hall,  has  persistently  inflicted  her  treacle  and 
brimstone,  or  some  still  more  horrible  mixture, 
upon  the  unoffending  victims  under  her  dominion 
— thus  much  we  know,  that  this,  like  many  other 
evils  in  society,  is  in  a  fair  way,  if  not  to  cure  the 
children,  at  least  to  cure  itself. 

The  reign  of  pellets,  dragees,  and  troches,  names 
all  unknown  to  our  venerable  grandmothers,  is 
now  fairly  upon  us,  and  next  to  the  natatorium, 
cricket,  and  calisthenics,  we  must  certainly  own 
these  "good  things"  to  be  among  the  greatest  aids 
in  "bringing  up"  a  family. 
Who  has  not  met  with  instances  of  intelligent 

people,  as  the  world  goes,  who,  while  they  resort 
to  a  skilled  physician  to  relieve  their  own  ailments, 
take  into  their  confidence  some  pimp  of  a  homoeo- 

path every  time  one  of  the  children  needs  medical 
treatment?  And  these  unsophisticated  parents 
will  tell  you  that  they  prefer  their  old  family  phy- 

sician, whose  judgment  they  have  long  tested,  and 
whose  experience  fits  him  to  be  a  wise  counsellor, 

but  they  "can't  get  the  children  to  take  his  medi- 
I  cines."  It  may  do  very  well  to  sneer  at  this  sort 
of  argument,  but  whoever  has  seen  the  popular 
illustration,  perhaps  originally  from  Punch,  of  that 
very  impassioned  representative  of  free  institu- 

tions, "Young  America,"  will  understand  the 
trouble  he  makes  when  his  nurse  comes  about 
with  the  castor-oil  bottle,  or  tries  the  persuasive 
argument  of  turpentine  or  worm  tea.  Then  again, 
the  deception  practiced,  almost  necessarily,  upon 
children,  to  inveigle  them  into  taking  the  nau- 

seous doses  prescribed  for  them,  is  deplorable  to 
contemplate  in  view  of  the  aptness  of  human 
nature  to  follow  the  example  of  the  arch-deceiver, 
or  of  those  who  lend  themselves  to  his  arts.  It  is 
well  the  physician  does  not  always  bear  a  share 
in  the  accountability  which  must  attach  to  this 
moral  aspect  of  the  subject. 

The  practical  hints  necessary  to  put  the  intelli- 
gent physician  in  the  way  of  avoiding  unnecessary 

annoyance  to  his  juvenile  and  other  patients,  may 
be  arranged  under  the  following  heads  : 

1.  The  choice  of  remedies.  2.  The  best  form 
of  preparation.  3.  The  judicious  use  of  excipients. 
4.  The  mode  of  administering  medicines.  I  shall 
give  a  few  remarks  upon  each  head,  referring  the 
reader  for  further  details  to  my  work  on  Phar- 

macy, now  under  revision  for  the  third  edition. 
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[Vol.  X The  cho'ce  of  remedies. — Bitterness  is  a  great 
objection  to  a  medicine  for  children;  vet,  unfor- 

tunately, tlie  most  important  of  tonic  remedies, 
sulpliate  of  quinia,  is  remarkable  for  its  intense 
bitter  taste.  Saline  and  alkaline  tastes  are  offen- 

sive to  cliildren,  and  hence  for  antacid  purposes, 
Tre  may  make  choice  of  chalk  or  magnesia,  the 
former  checking  and  the  latter  promoting  the 
action  of  the  bowels,  both  being  insoluble  and 
tasteless;  the  chief  point  to  be  attained,  especially 
in  the  case  of  magnesia,  is  to  select  a  perfectly 

smooth,  not  gritty  preparation,  such  as  Husband's 
or  Henry's ;  given  in  milk  these  are  scarcely  ob- 

served by  children.  For  infants,  whose  sense  of 
taste  is  but  little  developed,  bicarbonate  of  soda 
may  be  given  in  solution  in  mint -water,  the  pro- 

portion being  usually  half  a  drachm  to  four  fluid 
ounces,  C5ss.  to  fsiv.,)  dose  a  teaspoonful,  a  very 
simple  substitute  for  the  numerous  so-called  car- 

minatives, containing  opium,  peppermint,  cam- 
phor, and  other  powerful  medicines.  For  adults  I 

should  make  choice  of  bicarbonate  of  potassa  in 
place  of  the  corresponding  soda  salt,  and  I  know 
of  no  objection  to  this  substitution,  for  children  ; 
it  certainly  secures  greater  efficiency,  uniformity, 
and  without  much  increase  of  taste.  Saline  ca- 

thartics are  not  generally  relished  by  children; 
Epsom  salts  especially.  We  have  an  agreeable 
substitute  for  this  in  solution  of  citrate  of  magne- 

sia. Cream  of  tartar  is  a  rather  pleasant  cathartic, 
which,  made  into  a  kind  of  lemonade,  will  gene- 

rally be  taken  without  any  difficulty.  Children 
do  not  generally  enjoy  Seidlitz  powders  as  some 
aiults  do. 

Castor  oil  is  a  remedy  of  such  rare  good  quali- 
ties that  it  seems  difficult  to  substitute  anything 

for  it ;  but  some  adults  would  rather  take  the  risk 
of  a  fatal  termination  of  their  sickness  than  resort 
to  this  nauseous  medicine.  The  familiarity  of  the 
physician  with  the  physical  and  sensible  proper- 

ties of  remedies  will  enable  him  to  choose  from 
each  class  those  which  will  be  most  likely  to  com- 

mend themselves  to  his  patients.  His  success  in 
the  practice  of  his  calling  will  be  largely  influenced 
by  his  attention  to  this  matter. 

The  best  form  of  ■preparation  of  aremedy  is  mainly 
determined  by  the  solubility  or  insolul)ility  of  the 
medicine,  aiul  by  its  taste.  Some  little  patients 
c»arly  learn  to  swallow  a  pill,  and  when  this  is  the 
case,  we  have  a  chance  to  avoid  the  difficulty  in 
question,  but  many  children  do  not  acquire  this 
art,  and  we  may  then  choose  between  powders  and 
liquid  forms  ;  powders  are  only  allowable  when 
the  ingredients  are  nearly  tasteless,  or  may  be 
disguised  by  sugar.  Perliaps  the  best  form  of 
liquid  preparation  of  quinia,  with  reference  to 
disguising  its  taste,  is  the  following : 

I^.    Quinife  sulph.  pulv.,      gr.  xvj. 
Acacise  pulveris  oss. 
Syrupi  ziugiberis,  f  sij.  M. 

Triturate  the  quinia  and  gum  into  a  mixed 
powder,  add  the  syrup  of  ginger  and  triturate 
into  a  uniform  mixture ;  dose,  a  tea-spoonful, 
containing  one  grain  of  the  quinia  salt.  A  little 
tannic  acid,  if  not  contraindicated,  may  be  added 
to  obtund  the  bitterness.  The  method  of  dissolv- 

ing the  quinia  salt  by  the  use  of  aromatic  sul- 
phuric acid  is  calculated  to  promote  its  immediate 

effect,  but  heightens  the  taste,  for  a  reason  too 
often  overlooked,  but  quite  obvious  on  a  moment's 
reflection;  the  more  complete  the  contact  with 
the  tongue  and  mouth  the  more  intense  the  sensa- 

tion of  taste  or  flavor,  and  of  course  in  solution 
the  contact  is  as  complete  as  possible.  Suspended 
in  a  very  rich  saccharine,  mucilaginous  liquid,  as 
above,  it  glides  over  the  tongue  almost  without 
touching  it. 

Oils,  from  their  power  of  resisting  admixture 
with  water,  can  be  floated  down  the  throp.t  with 
very  little  contact,  but  mixed  with  gum  the 
emulsion  is  readily  miscible  with  the  saliva  and 
its  taste  is  realized  to  the  full.  Few  children, 
however,  are  affected  by  the  unpleasant  taste  of 
an  oil  if  sufficient  sugar  is  mixed  with  it.  In 
emulsion — in  fact,  the  key  to  the  preparation 
of  medicines  for  children  is  found  in  the  free  use 

of  sugar — a  candy  can  be  made  with  castor  oil 
instead  of  butter,  which  will  be  acceptable  to 
children  generally.  Lozenges  of  any  tasteless  or 
insoluble  substance  will  be  taken  with  avidity. 
This  is  an  especially  good  way  of  giving  precipi- 

tated carbonate  of  iron,  a  good  common  chalybeate 
for  children.  I  have  dispensed  thousands  of  boxes 
of  iron  lozenges,  composed  of  5  grains  of  precipi- 

tated carbonate  with  15  grains  of  sugar,  flavored 
with  vanilla.  For  adults  I  have  used  Quevenne's 
metallic  iron,  which  is  not  so  tasteless,  and  to  be 
agreeable,  requires  disguising  with  chocolate.  The 
ferruginous  chocolate  drops  contain  one  grain  each 
of  the  officinal  ferri  pulvis. 

Astringency,  which  is  akin  to  bitterness,  may 
be  overcome  pretty  well  by  combining  with  plenty 
of  sugar  and  suitable  flavors.  The  astringent 
roseleaf,  tablets  and  pastilles  of  chlorate  of  potassa, 
though  less  adapted  to  children  than  adults,  are 
sometimes  used  instead  of  liquid  forms.  Citrate 
of  potassa  may  be  nicely  given  in  lozenges,  and 
the  following  is  a  good  prescription  for  diapho- 

retic lozenges. 
R,    Pulv.  ipecac, 

Potassse  citratis, 
P.  ext.  glycyrrh., 
Pulv.  acacia3,  aa. 

Ft.  Trochisci,  xxiv.  M. 
Dose  for  a  child,  one  every  two  hours. 

gr.  vj. 

3j 
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Laxative  lozenges  may  easily  be  made  by  the 
use  of  a  little  podophyllin,  combined  with  cream 
of  tartar  and  a  suitable  flavoring  ingredient ;  or 
confection  of  senna,  if  a  good  article  is  within 
reach,  will  furnish  an  agreeable  laxative. 

No  anthelmintic  medicine  is  now  so  popular  as 
santonine,  which,  though  not  perfectly  tasteless, 
is  adapted  to  combining  with  sugar  in  the  form  of 
dragees.  A  suitable  dose  is  from  one  to  two 

grains.  Certain  ''worm  confections,"  which  are 
much  sold  as  nostrums,  are  made  into  a  puffy 
mass  by  beating  the  sugar  with  white  of  egg ;  they 
seem  to  impress  physicians  as  savoring  too  much 
of  the  confectioner's  art  for  legitimate  prescribing. 
Anthelmintics  are,  I  think,  less  prescribed,  as 
such,  by  physicians,  than  formerly,  though  still 
enjoying  a  wide  popularity,  among  those  outside 
of  the  profession 

(To  be  continued.) 

Observations  on 
NERVOUS  DEAJPINTESS. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

Symptoms. 
[Continued  from  page  100.] 

The  first  form  which  we  will  notice,  is  the  here- 
ditary, or  the  result  of  mental  emotion.  The  notes 

of  a  case  will  describe  the  symptoms  better  than  a 
simple  enumeration. 

J.  M.,  set.  sixty,  a  native  of  England ;  by  occu- 
pation, a  manufacturer.  He  stated  that  he  was 

totally  deaf  in  the  right  ear  for  twenty-five  years, 
and  in  the  left  for  twelve  years,  and  that  the 
cause  of  the  deafness  was  a  sudden  loss  of  pro- 

perty ;  but,  upon  close  inquiry,  he  also  stated  that 
he  has  a  brother  and  sister  as  deaf  as  himself.  On 
testing  his  powers  of  hearing,  by  a  variety  of 
hearing  trumpets,  .1  found  it  was  not  increased  by 
them,  neither  could  he  hear  the  watch  when  ap- 

plied over  his  mastoid  process,  or  between  his 
teeth,  Everything  had  to  be  written.  If  the  floor 
was  struck  he  felt  the  vibration.  He  has  a  con- 

stant noise  as  if  a  wheel  was  going  round,  all  the 
time.    General  health,  good. 

Ezamination. — External  meatus,  normal;  mem- 
bra tyrapani,  good  color,  no  defect ;  eustachian 

tube,  free;  throat,  pharynx,  and  uvula,  slightly 
thickened  and  inflamed ;  tonsils  not  enlarged. 

Has  tried  all  kinds  of  treatment  without  benefit. 

He  was  sent  to  me  by  my  friend,  Dr.  J.  J.  Wood- 
WAED,  U.  S.  A.,  while  acting  as  Attending-Surgeon 
at  the  Dispensary  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 

vania, (May  22,  1858.) 
The  second  form  is  from  cold  and  its  consequences, 

and  a  case  will  best  illustrate  the  symptoms. 
R.  W.,  aged  62,  foreman  in  a  large  factory,  was 

very  much  exposed  during  the  winter  (1859J  fol- 
lowed by  the  repeated  attacks  of  ordinary  catarrh, 

which  left  him  deaf,  with  no  pain.  He  could  heajr 
my  watch  indistinctly  close  to  the  left  ear,  on  the 
right  rather  better,  but  ordinary  conversation  in  a 
room  he  could  not  hear.  He  has  had  a  constant 
humming  sound  like  a  saw  or  planing  mill  in  his 
ear.  No  member  of  his  family  deaf ;  his  general 
health  good. 

Examination. — The  external  meatus  normal, 
membrana  tympanl  natural  form ;  the  handle  of 
the  malleus  is  readily  seen  ;  the  eastachean  tubes 
free.  On  shutting  the  nose  and  mouth  and  mak- 

ing the  efi"ort  to  swallow,  the  air  is  found  to  strike 
upon  the  membrana  tympani  in  the  middle  ear  by 
means  of  the  otiscope. 

In  this  case  a  great  variety  of  treatment  had 
been  tried  but  without  benefit. 

We  now  come  to  the  third  variety  of  nervous 
deafness,  arising  from  compression  of  the  auditory 
nerve  in  the  internal  ear.  There  is  severe  and 
constant  headache ;  vertigo  noises  of  various  kind 
within  the  ear;  impaired  sight,  with  or  without 
weakness  of  the  mental  faculties,  especially  of  the 
memory,  etc. 

The  fourth  variety,  comprises  a  very  large  class 
of  cases,  the  result  of  the  poison  of  typhus,  ty- 

phoid, and  scarlet  fever. 
The  following  case  will  illustrate  the  class,  the 

patient  being  an  intelligent  and  well-educated 
physician  in  active  practice,  who  consulted  me  in 
June,  1862.  The  only  change  from  the  normal 
condition  of  his  ear  was  a  slight  opacity  of  the 
membrana  tympani ;  he  had  consulted  almost 
every  distinguished  physician  and  surgeon  in  this 
country,  but  without  receiving  any  benefit.  "My 
history,  briefly  stated,  runs  thus :  When  twelve 
or  fourteen  I  had  typhoid  fever,  was  very  low, 
lay  six  months,  after  which  I  have  never  been 
robust.  From  eighteen  to  twenty-six  I  was  trou- 

bled greatly  with  dyspepsia  for  several  years,  much 
annoyed  at  times  with  general  headache,  took  cold 

easily  and  which  almost  always  afi"ected  my  head. 
In  the  summer  of  1851,  I  sufl"ered  much  with  dys- 

peptic constipation,  with  headache  and  a  sense  of 
fulness  with  great  thirst,  etc.  In  October  of  the 
same  year  I  had  a  severe  attack  of  congestion  of  the 
brain.  In  February  or  March  of  1852,  soon  after 
a  full  dinner  while  setting  in  my  room,  an  un- 

pleasant sensation  came  into  my  right  ear.  The 
next  day  I  had  some  ice-cold  water  poured  into 
my  ear,  which  produced  severe  pain  for  a  moment, 
but  since  then  I  have  never  experienced  but  very 
slight  pain  in  the  ear.  In  the  summer  of  1859, 
I  experienced  a  similar  feeling  as  above  described 
in  my  left  ear ;  to  either  I  have  applied  nothing 
except  the  water  spoken  of.    I  have  done  nothing 
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[Vol.  X. hy  anj  other  medical  treatment  except  to  use  for 
about  two  months  the  following  mixture  : 

R.    Hvdr.  bichloridii,  gr.  ss. 
Potassi  iodidi,  3ij. 
Syr.  sarsap.  comp., 
Aquae,  aa,  M. 

Sig.  A  dessert-spoonful  one  half  hour  after 
breakfast  and  supper,  with  the  occasional 
use  of  a  mild  laxative  to  keep  the  bowels 
open. 

"In  1860  and  1861, 1  threw  aside  tobacco  and  cof- 
fee, both  seemed  to  increase  my  difficulty  of  hear- 
ing and  also  increase  the  pain  in  the  head." 

In  this  case  the  original  difficulty  was  the  results 
of  the  fever,  subsequently  congestion  in  the  region 
of  the  auditory  nerve.  No  treatment  has  been  of 
any  benefit. 

The  fifth  class  of  cases  are  the  result  of  hysteria, 
and  large  doses  of  sulphate ^of  quinine. 

In  the  first  you  have  all  the  usual  symptoms  of 
hysteria  affecting  all  the  senses,  but  especially  the 
hearing,  with  intra-aural  sounds,  as  buzzing,  ring- 

ing of  bells,  etc.  All  parts  of  the  ear  appear  healthy. 
In  those  cases  produced  by  large  doses  of  sulphate 
of  quinine,  the  symptoms  are  obstinate  headache 
accompanied  by  intra-aural  noises,  while  the  ex- 

ternal and  middle  ear  is  often  found  healthy. 
The  sixth  class  of  cases  are  the  result  of  the 

poison  of  syphilis. 
The  following  two  cases  will  illustrate  this  class. 

The  first  seen  in  consultation  with  my  friend.  Dr. 
Condie,  and  the  other  from  ''Hutchinson."*  John 
A.  McC,  aged  32,  a  bookbinder,  of  good  general 
health,  but  almost  totally  deaf  in  both  ears,  born 
in  United  States,  mother  living  and  well,  no  other 
member  of  family  deaf.  It  commenced  in  one  ear, 
and  according  to  the  statement  of  his  physician, 
he  had  secondary  syphilis  about  this  time  and  was 
treated  by  specific  remedies  for  it,  and  recovered 
from  all  the  symptoms  but  the  deafness,  which 
increased,  involving  the  other  ear.  lias  ringing  in 
the  ear  as  if  had  just  heard  the  loud  report  of  a 
cannon.    No  pain  in  head  or  ear. 

Examination. — Cannot  hear  my  watch  in  contact 
with  his  ear  or  over  his  mastoid  process,  but  if  I 
place  it  upon  a  board  with  his  face  down  upon  it, 
he  can  hear  it ;  he  also  can  hear  at  times  the  clock 
strike  in  the  room,  also  the  sound  of  cars  or 
wagons  in  the  street.  External  meatus  of  right 
ear  normal;  left  ear  narrowed.  Some  one  he 
states  advised  the  use  of  water  of  ammonia 
drojvped  into  this  ear,  after  lie  had  become  deaf, 
which  caused  a  dischp,rgo  and  narrowing  of  mem- 
brana  tympani,  slight,  opacity  in  both  ears,  and 
drier  than  natural.  The  eustachian  tubes  pervious. 
There  is  not  disease  sufficient  to  account  for  the 

•  A  Clinical  Memoir  on  certain  DiHea«e8  of  the  Eye  and  Ear 
eoniicqaent  on  Inherited  Syphilis.  By  Jonathan  IIutchinHon, 
F.  K.  C.  8.   London.    John  Churchill,  1263.   pp.  1S2-183. 

State  of  extreme  deafness.  Throat  red  and  in- 
flamed, tonsils  reduced  to  a  nob.  It  is  now  some 

two  years,  and  although  Dr.  C.  has  tried  both 
specific  and  other  treatment  no  improvement  has 
resulted. 

"Susan  S.,  aged  13:  aspect  of  syphilis  fairly 
marked,  and  teeth  characteristic.  [Teeth  converge 
toward  each  other,  are  very  short,  have  a  vertical 
notch  or  cleft  in  their  free  edges  ;  not  being  so  wide 
thereasattheirnecks.]  Numerous  white  deposits  of 
long  standing  in  both  cornea.  Both  pupils  notched 
and  irregular  when  dilated  with  atropine.  Nine 
brothers  and  sisters  are  living,  none  have  died. 
The  patient  is  the  third,  the  two  elder  ones  being 
girls  ;  one  of  the  elder  ones  has  had  inflamed  eyes. 

Deafness. — She  began  to  lose  her  hearing  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1861.  There  was  no  discharge,  and  not  any 

material  earache.  She  was  very  much  troubled 
with  noises  and  singing  in  her  ears.  The  left  was 
rather  the  worse,  but  both  were  affected.  She  can 
now  just  hear  a  watch  pressed  over  her  right  ear, 
but  cannot  hear  it  on  the  left.  The  ear  is  dry 
internally,  but  there  is  no  other  visible  peculiarity. 
The  tonsils  are  not  enlarged. 

"  General  Comments. — It  will  be  seen  that  all  of 
the  cases  (21 ;  in  which  the  ears  were  inspected  go  to 
support  the  belief  that  the  deafness  of  syphilitic 
children  is  due  either  to  disease  of  nerve  itself,  or 
to  some  changes  in  non- accessible  parts  of  the 
auditory  apparatus.  Its  symmetry  in  all  the  cases 
would  point  to  a  central  cause.  In  none  were 
there  found  adequate  changes  in  the  membrana 
tympani,  although  in  none  was  that  membrane 
quite  normal.  In  all,  the  eustachian  tubes  were 
pervious,  my  belief  therefore  is,  that  the  deafness 
in  these  cases  is  due  either  to  disease  of  the  nerves 
or  of  their  distribution  in  the  labyrinth.  The  cases 
constitute  the  analogues  of  syphilitic  retinitis  and 
of  white  atrophy  of  the  optic  nerves. 

"With  regard  to  the  prognosis  of  heredito-syphi- 
litic  deafness,  I  believe  that  is  unfavorable.  When 
the  disease  was  progressive  I  have  rarely  witnessed 
any  permanent  improvement  or  arrest.  In  most  it 
has  gone  on  to  total  loss  of  hearing,  and  this  in 
several  instances  in  spite  of  the  cautious  use  of 
specific  remedies  almost  from  the  beginning. 
From  six  months  to  a  year  would  appear  to  be  the 
usual  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the 

process  and  the  entire  abolition  of  the  function." 
Diagnosis. 

To  arrive  at  a  correct  diagnosis  we  must  first 
examine  with  care  the  auricle  external  meatus, 
membrana  tympani,  handle  of  the  malleus,  so  as 
to  discover  any  change  in  color  or  form  from  that 
found  in  a  perfectly  normal  ear.  Then  follows  in 
order  the  throat,  uvula  and  tonsils,  and  the  eusta- 

chian tube  passing  air  through  it,  with  the  aid  of 
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the  catheter  and  explorer,  with  the  otoscope  to 
determine  the  internal  condition  of  the  tube  hj 
the  insertion  of  air.  The  pharyngoscope  should 
also  be  employed  to  see  that  the  catheter  enters 
the  orifice  of  the  eustachian  tube.  Then  follows 
the  diseases  of  the  labyrinth,  namely,  acute  and 
chronic  inflammation,  with  inflammation  of  the 
facial  nerve  within  the  fallopian  canal.  By  such 
means  we  reduce  the  number  of  affections  of  the 
inner  ear  producing  deafness 

Erhard  in  Germany,  and  Bonnafont  in  France, 
give  the  preference  over  this  objective,  and  there- 

fore perfectly  reliable,  even  though  negative  diagno- 
sis of  CnervousJ)  deafness  to  a  so-called  functional 

subjective,  and  therefore  in  a  high  degree  unre- 
liable, and  at  the  same  time  merely  negative 

diagnosis.  Thus,  according  to  Erhard,  "the  com- 
mon physiologico-pathological  symptom  of  all 

nervous  deafness  is  a  lessened  conduction  (of 
soundj)  by  the  bones  of  the  head  varying  in  de- 

gree, so  that  a  cylinder  watch  is  not  heard,  and  a 
case  watch  only  seldom  and  then  only  feebly." 
The  uncertainty  is  further  increased  by  the  de- 

claration, that  "sound  conducting  power  of  the 
bones  of  the  head  is  lessened  with  age,  and  also 

by  a  thick  diploe,  a  thick  scalp  and  soft  parts ;" 
that  finally,  "those  persons  only  can  be  deter- 

mined to  be  affected  with  nervous  deafness  whose 

conducting  power  of  the  bones  of  the  head  is  de- 
ficient, and  who  are  under  forty  years  of  age." 

Bonnafon  is  still  better  satisfied  with  his  means 
of  diagnosis,  for  he  believes,  and  takes  credit  to 
himself  for  having  made  a  new  and  great  diag- 

nostic discovery.  "That  the  sensibility  of  the 
auditory  nerve  must  be  perfectly  normal  if  the 
watch  is  heard  on  all  parts  of  the  cranium  ;"  and, 
"when  the  watch  is  heard  only  at  the  mastoid 
and  zygomatic  process,  the  hardness  of  hearing  is 

*  still  curable ;  if  the  watch  is  heard  nowhere  on  the 
skull  but  the  tuning-fork,  fat  the  third  octave,^ 
is  heard  five  centimetres  from  the  ear,  or  at  least 
at  any  point  of  the  skull  to  which  it  may  be  ap- 

plied, he  considers  the  curability  of  the  hardness 
of  hearing  as  very  doubtful ;  finally,  if  the  tuning- 
fork  is  heard  only  a  short  distance  from  the  ear, 
or  when  applied  to  the  skull,  the  incurability  of 
the  functional  distuijbance  of  the  ear  cannot  be 

doubted."  Here  again  arises  the  difficulty  that 
the  patients  themselves  must  determine  whether 
they  hear  or  do  not  hear  the  "watch  or  tuning 
fork." 

Progaosis. 
The  prognosis  in  the  six  classes  we  have  de- 

scribed is  generally  unfavorable,  still  there  are 
cases  which  are  improved  by  a  rational  mode  of 
treatment,  bearing  in  mind  that  nervous  deafness 
is  but  a  symptom  in  which  we  may  have  many 
different  lesions,  and  that  consequently  the  same 

means  of  treatment  blindly  or  empirically  applied 
to  all  cases  cannot  cure  them  all. 

Treatment. 

We  know  of  no  special  remedies  for  nervous  deaf- 
ness, its  treatment  can  only  be  founded  upon  a 

correct  diagnosis  and  on  general  principles.  Yet 
we  would  not  consider  our  paper  complete  with- 

out directing  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  our 
mode  of  treatment  which  we  employ,  but  which 
is  varied  with  every  patient  as  they  vary  in  age, 
constitution,  habit,  occupation,  etc. 

The  treatment  of  the  first  class  of  cases  consists 
in  the  application  of  ointment  of  tartrate  of  anti- 

mony and  potassa  over  the  mastoid  process,  with 
the  use  of  alteratives  and  tonics.  If  these  fail, 
and  there  is  exalted  sensibility,  then  we  resort  to 
use  of  sedatives  and  anodynes,  applied  to  the 
eustachian  tube,  or  to  the  external  meatus.  The 
morphia  to  be  dissolved  in  acetic  acid,  to  which  is 
added  a  small  portion  eau  de  cologne  and  applied 
on  a  small  pledget  of  cotton,  or  heat  applied  to  it 
by  means  of  a  lamp  and  in  an  inhaler  or  Wolfs 
bottle.  To  produce  stimulation  with  sedatives 
I  employ,  in  the  torpid  form,  chloroform  or  chloric 
aether,  of  which,  from  two  to  five  drops  are  to  be 
dropped  into  an  evaporating  vessel  and  the  vapor 
passed  into  the  ear,  or  acetic  sether,  which  is  so 
highly  recommended  by  Kramer.  If  these  means 
fail  we  occasionally  resort  to  galvanism  or  electro- 
magnetism,  applied  every  three  days  by  means  of 
Duchenne  apparatus,  but  never  in  recent  or  acute 
cases. 

In  the  second  form  the  treatment  is  commenced 

by  dry  cupping  below  the  ear,  followed  by  tincture 
of  iodine  in  front  of  the  auricle,  with  the  internal 
use  of  small  doses  of  mass.  hydr.  in  conjunction 
with  quinia  sulphatis,  iodide  of  potassium,  alternat- 

ing with  cod  liver  oil,  with  change  of  air  to  the 
sea-shore,  or  sponging  with  salt  and  water,  or  the 
use  of  the  artificial  sea  salt  bath  of  Hubbell. 

In  the  third  class  of  cases,  if  the  patient  is  ple- 
thoric, we  should  employ  both  local  and  general 

depletion,  followed  by  cholagogue  and  other  pur- 
gatives and  derivatives.  Subsequently,  external 

excitants,  as  sinapism  vesicants,  either  of  mustard 
or  capsicum  or  the  cantharidal  collodium,  paying 
special  attention  to  the  digestive,  secretory,  and 
excreting  functions. 

Of  the  fourth  large  class,  the  indications  of  treat- 
ment are  to  improve  the  general  health,  to  apply 

local  remedies  to  the  ear  and  throat;  nitric  of 
silver  in  solution,  or  sulphate  of  copper  or  zinc, 
with  mild  counter-irritation.  The  internal  use  of 
colchicum,  arsenic,  or  bi-chloride  of  mercury,  or 
the  iodide  of  potassium. 

The  fifth  class  is  treated  by  nervines  and  tonics 
with  the  use  of  galvanism  or  electro-magnetism. 

The  sixth  class  of  cases  must  be  treated  with 
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specific  remedies  but  with  great  care,  comlDining 
them  with  tonics,  especially  the  tartrate  of  iron 
and  potassa.    If  a  cure  is  not  affected  within  one 
year,  the  loss  of  hearing  is  usually  permanent. 

 -'•^'^  

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  ") February  2  u^,  1863.  j 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Reported  by  J.  E.  Ozvejts,  M.  D. 
Anchylosis  of  Knee-joint. 

J  G  ,  aged  twenty-one.    This  patient  was 
operated  on  one  year  ago  last  November,  for  anchy- 

losis of  the  knee-joint.  The  thigh-bone  was  perfo- 
rated a  short  distance  above  the  knee.  The  opera- 

tion was  followed  by  violent  inflammation.  Last 
?*Iarch,  during  my  term  of  service,  a  quantity  of 
dead  bone  was  removed.  Upon  coming  on  duty  Jan- 
nary  1st,  1863,  there  existed  two  large  ulcers,  one  on 
each  side,  a  little  above  the  knee,  for  which  we  sub- 

scribed flaxseed  poultices  medicated  with  nitric  acid 
lotion,  in  the  proportion  of  ten  drops  to  the  ounce  of 
water.  The  patient  has  been  taking  cod-liver  oil, 
and  has  been  compelled  to  remain  in  bed.  Dr.  Gkoss, 
in  1S61,  operated  for  anchylosis  of  the  same  joint,  in 
which  the  patella  was  detached  from  its  place,  and 
the  tibia  from  the  femur.  The  man  recovered  with- 

out any  untoward  symptoms,  with  an  excellent  use 

of  his  "limbs.   He  was  discharged  March  Qth,  cured. Supernumerary  Fingers. 

R  C  J  colored,  aged  one  month.  This,  gen- 
tlemen, is  the  child  of  a  white  mother.  The  case  is 

of  interest,  as  exhibiting  supernumerary  fingers. 
There  is  one  on  each  hand  attached  to  the  outer  side 
of  the  little  finger.  They  are  held  merely  by  a  pedi- 

cle of  skin.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether 
or  not  the  parents  of  this  child  were  similarly  affected, 
for  these  malformations  are  often  observed  in  a 
number  of  members  of  the  same  family.  Inasmuch 
as  these  will  interfere  with  future  usefulness,  they 
are  removed.  The  operation  is  performed  with  the 
scissors.  There  was  some  hemorrhage  a  day  or  two 
succeeding  the  operation,  but  in  two  weeks  the 
wounds  had  entirely  healed. 

Ulcer  of  the  Cornea. 

E  O'B  ,  aged  thirty-four.    The  patient  was 
admitted  seven  months  ago.  She  had  then  so  much 
pain  in  the  right  temple,  as  to  interfere  with  sleep. 
There  was  considerable  lachrymation.  The  right  eye 
has  been  sore  for  eleven  weeks.  In  looking  at  it,  in 
front,  you  would  suppose  it  to  be  healthy,  but  Avhcn 
you  examine  it  angularly,  a  little  speck,  having  an 
excavated  appearance,  is  observed  near  the  centre  of 
the  cornea.  For  tlie  purposes  of  minute  examina- 

tions of  the  eye,  wc  must  look  at  it  at  diflfcrcnt  an- 
gles. Ulcers  of  the  cornea  are  generally  attended 

with  considerable  pain,  lachrymation,  and  intolerance 
of  Vv^ht.  If  their  pro^^rcss  be  not  early  checked, 
they  may  extend  in  depth  until  they  cause  perfora- 

tion. Such  an  accident  is  followed  by  an  escape  of 
the  aqueous  humor,  with  prolapse  of  the  iris.  The 
afffjctlon  may  also  lead  to  incural)le  opacity. 

The  cornea  is  as  Hal)le  to  indainmation  as  any 
other  structure  in  the  body,  especially  in  conjunction 
with  iDllaminatir)n  of  the  other  tissues  of  the  eye. 
When  severely  inflamed,  you  will  notice  more  or  less 
opacity,  and  numerous  blood-vessels  dipping  down 
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from  the  sclerotic  coat.  Dr.  Gross  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  corneal  substance  has  its  own  blood-vessels. 
We  have  here,  then,  a  small  ulcer  attended  with 

morbid  sensibility  to  light.  Tliere  was,  when  the 
patient  was  admitted,  some  contraction  of  the  pupil, 
but  it  is  now  perfectly  natural,  readily  responding  to 
its  normal  stimulus.  In  cases  like  these,  in  this 
house,  where  the  constitution  of  the  patient  has 
been  broken  down  by  intemperance,  by  bad  food  and 
exposure,  we  generally  prescribe  a  tonic  treatment 
from  the  first.  In  the  rural  districts,  we  commonly 
find  the  patients  in  an  opposite  condition.  In  the 
latter  case,  we  usually  adopt  the  antiphlogistic  treat- 

ment. The  patient  is,  at  present,  on  the  use  of  qui- 
nine auj^'iron.  The  ulcer  is  touched  every  other  day 

with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the  proportion 
of  ten  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water.  When  the  eye 
is  to  be  touched,  a  camel-hair  brush  is  dipped  into 
the  solution,  and  the  redundant  fluid  dashed  from  it, 
after  which  the  ulcer  is  touched  very  lightly  with  the 
point  of  the  brush.  Sometimes  the  stick  is  used, 
cut  down  to  a  small  point,  when  the  eye  is  touched 
as  quickly  and  as  gently  as  possible.  There  is  dan- 

ger in  the  latter  case  of  depositing  too  much  of  the 
solution.  When  there  is  pain  in  the  temple,  bella- 

donna plaster  is  useful.  Since  the  case  is  improving, 
we  will  continue  the  above-mentioned  treatment. 
This  patient  was  discharged  March  12th,  cured. 

Ophthalmia. 
T  S  ,  aged  thirty-one.  This  patient  was  ad- 

mitted about  two  weeks  ago.  He  has  sufltered  with 
more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  for  two  years. 
During  part  of  last  summer,  the  inflammation,  to  a 
considerable  degree,  subsided  ;  but  it  was  lighted  up 
again  in  the  fall.  His  general  health,  at  the  time  of 
the  attack,  was  good.  The  patient  is  a  waterman, 
but  he  was  compelled,  on  account  of  his  eyes,  to 
give  up  his  occupation.  The  eyelids,  as  well  as  the 
ball  itself,  he  says,  became  much  swollen  ;  he  could 
not  bear  the  light ;  the  pain  was  very  severe.  There 
was  a  profuse,  purulent  discharge  which,  drying 
upon  the  lids,  glued  them  closely  together.  Before 
his  admission  into  this  house,  he  was  cupped  upon 
the  temples,  he  was  purged  with  salts,  the.  eyelids 
were  scarified,  which  removed  the  swelling.  He  in- 

forms us,  however,  that  he  was  not  at  all  restricted 
in  his  diet. 

A  full  diet  is  not  inconsistent  with  depletion  in 
some  cases,  but  in  such  a  one  as  this  the  strictest 
abstinence  must  be  observed.  Had  twenty-four  ounces 
of  blood  been  taken  from  the  arm,  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  case  would  now  be  well,  or,  at  all  events, 
greatly  improved.  You  have  before  you,  gentlemen, 
a  stout,  robust  patient,  whose  conjunctiva  has  the 
appearance  of  red  flannel,  a  patient  whose  whole  eye 
is  inflamed  and  swollen.  You  take  blood  from  the 
arm  in  a  full,  rapid  stream,  to  syncope.  You  open 
the  eye  and  see  the  conjunctiva  blanched.  This 
shows  the  effect  of  bleeding  in  such  cases.  You 

may  give  tartar  emetic  and'  veratrum  viride  until doomsday,  and  you  will  not  produce  such  an  eflcct. 
And  so  it  is  in  regard  to  inflammation  in^other  por- tions of  the  body. 

The  patient  has  now  but  little  pain.  The  upper 
and  lower  lids  of  both  eyes  are  thickly  granulated 
and  intensely  red.  The  patient,  in  a  word,  has 
granular  conjunctivitis.  Tliere  is  inflammation  of 
the  cornea  with  opacity,  which  is  always  the  result 
of  inflammation.  He  has  also  iritis  and  sclerotitis. 
Both  eyes  are  in  the  same  condition.  The  man 
sneezes  frequently,  in  conseciuence  of  the  sympathy 
that  exists  betAvcen  the  eye  and  the  Schneiderian 
membrane.  After  examining  diseases  of  the  eye  that 
arc  attended  with  discharge,  I)e  careful  to  wash  the 
hands,  as  the  secretions  are  sometimes  inoculable. 
Wc  have  here,  then,  general  ophthalmia,  all  the 

structures  being  involved.    Ilis  hands  and  feet  ofC 
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warm,  bnt  lie  is  very  sensitive  to  cold ;  Ms  bowels 
are  regular ;  he  sleeps  well ;  he  has  now  no  pain ; 
but  when  he  was  admitted,  the  pain  was  very  severe, 
extending  to  the  cheeks  and  far  hack  into  the  eyes. 
When  the  inflammation  is  general,  the  pain  is  deep- 
seated,  extending  to  the  cheek  and  temple.  The  pain 
is  sometimes  confined  to  one  half  of  the  head,  in 
which  case  it  is  termed  hemicrania.  The  patient  has 
taken  calomel  until  his  gums  were  slightly  touched. 

On  two  occasions,  leeches  have  been  applied  to 
the  eyes,  nine  to  each  eye.  About  this  time  he  was 
put  upon  quinine  and  aromatic  sulphuric  acid,  with 
Dover's  powder,  in  twenty-grain  doses,  at  night. 
Wlien  the  patient  came  into  the  wards  he  was  not  in 
a  condition  for  general  blood-letting.  Let  him  take 
the  following  pill  every  six  hours  : 

I^.    Quinise  sulph.,  gr.  iij. 
Ferri  sulph.,  gr.  iss.  M. 

Let  his  diet  be  light,  but  nutritious.  Every  second 

day  let  the  lids  be""  everted,  gently  wiped,  and  then touched  lightly  with  sulphate  of  copper,  the  redund- 
ant portion  of  the  ball  being  washed  with  wet 

sponge  pressed  against  the  eyebrow.  Let  the  secre- 
tions be  kept  in  a  proper  condition,  exclude  the  light, 

and  use  cold  or  tepid  water,  as  may  be  most  grateful 
to  the  patient.  Apply  to  the  edges  of  the  lids  an 
ointment  composed  of 

Ung.  hydrarg.  nitrat.,  3j. 
Cerat.  simplicis,  oij.  M. 

This  will  prevent  their  cohering. 
February  25th.  There  is  much  less  lachrymation, 

the  lids  do  not  cohere,  there  is  less  discharge  from 
the  eyes,  there  is  no  pain.  The  patient  sleeps  well. 
In  the  left  eye  the  granulations  seem  more  abundant. 
They  are  very  red,  and  fret  the  eye.  In  such  cases 
we  must  be  careful  of  our  prognosis.  Let  the  pa- 

tient know  that  he  may  lose  the  eye.  There  is  no 
affection  of  the  eye  that  requires  more  skill,  or  more 
experience  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  than  this. 
"When  the  inflammation  is  of  long  standing,  there  is danger  of  the  eyelids  becoming  inverted,  consti- 

tuting what  is  called  entropion.  We  can  readily 
imagine  the  amount  of  irritation  and  inflammation 
which  such  a  condition  may  cause.  Treatment  con- tinued. 
March  25th.  Such  has  been  the  violence  of  this 

inflammation,  that  the  patient  will  probably  lose  his 
vision. 

Medical  Societies. 

AMERICAN-  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION-. 
By  a  singular  oversight,  the  entire  minutes  of 

the  afternoon  of  the  second  day's  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  were  omitted  in  our 
account  of  the  proceedings  published  last  week. 

Second  Day,  Afternoon  Session,  ") 
Wednesday,  June  3,  1863.  j" Acclimatization  of  Cinchona  Plant. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  having  been 
read  and  approved,  Dr.  J.  Macgowan,  Medical  Mis- 

sionary in  China,  according  to  a  resolution  passed 
this  morning,  was  invited  to  address  the  association 
on  the  state  of  medical  science  in  that  empire.  He 
explained  to  the  meeting  the  professional  bearings  of 
his  proposed  scientific  and  industrial  expedition  to 
the  unknown  parts  of  Eastern  Asia.  Investigation 
in  relation  to  the  history  of  epidemics,  into  the  ma- 

teria medica,  and  into  the  ethnology  of  those  lands, 
cannot  fail  to  elicit  many  facts  which  promise  to  be 
of  incalculable  value  to  medicine  and  the  collateral 
sciences.   Dr.  M.  fm-ther  expressed  a  hope  that  the 

association  would  take  some  measures  to  induce  the 
Haytian  Government  to  undertake  the  acclimatiza- 

tion of  Cinchona  trees  (quinine  plants).  He  gave 
an  account  of  the  success  of  the  Dutch  in  Java,  and 
of  the  English  in  India,  and  fully  believes  that  in  St. 
Domingo  these  invaluable  plants  might  be  readily 
cultivated,  and  thus  secure  additional  supiDlies  of 
this  great  remedy  in  fevers. 

Dr.  Macgowax  has  been  in  correspondence  with 
the  Haytian  Ambassador,  in  Washington,  on  the 
subject,  and  solicits  the  influence  of  the  profession, 
in  urging  the  institution  of  the  necessary  experi- 

ments in  those  portions  of  America  north  of  the 
equator,  where  the  soil  and  climate  seem  to  afford 
sufficient  encouragement. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  speaker  gave  an 
account  of  the  standing  of  the  medical  profession  in 
China  and  Japan,  of  their  medical  literature,  etc., 
and  also  stated  the  remarkable  facts  that  they  have 
made  many  discoveries  in  the  use  of  remedies  for 

j  certain  diseases,  in  some  cases  either  actually  the 
I  same  or  very  similar  to  those  discovered  and  used 

;  here. j     On  motion  of  Dr.  Cox,  of  Maryland,  Dr.  T.  O. 
;  Edwards,  of  Chicago,  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the 
platform. On  motion  of  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut,  Dr. 

iXATHAX  W.  Bro( 
permanent  member. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
read  a  list  of  newly  arrived  delegates  since  the  last 
report.  He  also  proposed  the  following  gentlemen 
as  permanent  members  :  Drs.  1.  B.  Bushtell,  Ind. ; 
C.  Truesdale,  111. ;  W.  E.  Fox,  111. ;  L.  F.  Warner, 
111.  ;  M.  Parker,  111.  ;  which  were  elected. 

Drs.  L.  T.  Havens,  of  Wisconsin,  and  C.  J.  Tag- 
gart,  of  Wisconsin,  were  invited  to  seats. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Education.l' 
Dr.  Cox,  of  Maryland,  presented  from  the  Com- 

mittee on  Medical  Education  the  report  which  had 
been  postponed  from  the  morning  session.  He  re- 

viewed the  past  history  of  the  profession  in  this 
respect,  and  the  absence  of  proper  attention  to  the 
subject.  Many  valuable  suggestions  as  to  needed 
improvements  were  also  made.  After  the  rendering 
of  this  report  the  Committee  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  which,  after  discussion,  were  adopted  : 

Sesohed,  That  a  thorough  preliminary  education 
in  English,  Latin,  mathematics  and  physics,  consti- 

tutes an  essential  pre-requisite  to  the  admission  of  a 
student  of  medicine  into  the  office  of  a  medical  pre- 

ceptor, or  as  a  matriculant  of  a  respectable  medical 
college. 

Besolved,  That  the  advancement  of  medical  educa- 
tion demands  a  more  extended  and  symmetrical 

course  of  instruction  in  the  colleges,  and  a  more 
thorough  and  impartial  examination  for  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  medicine  than  at  present  prevail. 

Sesolved,  That  medical  jurisprudence  and  hygiene 
are  highly  important  branches  of  medical  science, 
deserving  the  careful  consideration  of  all  medical 
teachers  and  schools. 

Sesolved,  That  societies  for  medical  improvement 
— State,  district,  and  county — are  important  auxilia- 

ries to  the  advancement  and  promotion  of  science, 
and  are,  therefore,  highly  recommended  by  this  body, 
as  valuable  levers  in  the  cause  of  medical  education. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  a  report  upon 
the  recent  order  of  the  Surgeon-General,  prohibiting 
the  use  of  mercurials  and  tartarized  antimony  by  the 
army  surgical  corps,  made  a  majority  report  through 

j  Dr.  Lawsox,  of  Cincinnati,  and  an  entirely  antago- 
!  nistic  minority  report  by  Dr.  Woodwortu,  of  Indi- 

ana. The  former  strongly  favored  the  use  of  these 
remedial  agents  in  the  army,  and  the  latter  as  strongly 
discountenanced  their  use  there.  Each  report  was 
backed  up  by  resolutions  rigidly  endorsing  the  lan- 

guage of  the  report.  After  an  animated  discussioc, 
on  motion,  adjourned. 
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[Vol.  X. The  Anti-Calomel  and  Tartar  Emetic  Order. 
Resolutions  in  place  of  those  pnblislied  last  week  : 
Jiesolved,  1.  That  this  Association  condemn,  as  un- 

•srise  and  unnecessary,  the  circular  of  the  Surgeon- 
General  prohibiting  the  further  supply  of  calomel 
and  tartar  emetic  for  use  in  the  army  ;  and  that  we 
re^rard  such  an  order  as  an  indignity  to  the  military 
surgeons,  while  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opin- 

ions of  the  regular  profession  of  medicine. 
Jiisoh'cd,  2. ''That  the  withholding  ordinary  medi- cines from  the  army-surgeons  implies  a  Avaut  of 

confidence  in  their  skill  as  a  body,  which,  if  true, 
calls  for  the  prompt  interposition  of  the  proper 
authorities  ;  but  if  the  imputation  of  a. want  of  skill 
is  unfounded,  as  we  believe  it  is,  the  refusal  to  sup- 
plv  proper  medicines  is  wholly  unjustifiable. 

'J^esolved,  3.  That  Circular  No.  6  being  impolitic and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  service,  it  is 
the  decided  sense  of  this  association,  that  a  due  re- 

gard for  the  welfare  of  the  army  requires,  and  we  do, 
therefore,  earnestly  recommend,  the  recision  of  that 
circular,  and  the  substitution  of  the  more  just  and 
philosophical  method  of  correcting  abuses,  if  any 
exist,  bv  holding  each  surgeon,  individually  respon- 

sible for  the  proper  discharge  of  his  appropriate  du- ties. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OE 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Session. 
The  Society  commenced  its  Annual  Session  at  the 

I'niversity  of  Pennsylvania,  in  this  city. 
In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Dr.  George  F. 

HoRTOK,  of  Bradford  County,  Dr.  Trail  Green  of 
Northampton  County,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents, 
occupied  the  chair. 

First  Day,  Morning  Session,  "} 
Wednesday,  June  lo,  1863.! 

Dr.  D.  F.  CoNDiE  extended  to  the  delegates  a 
hearty  welcome  to  the  session  of  the  Society.  The 
fact  was  alluded  to  of  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
representation  at  the  present  session,  though  a  fuller 
delegation  from  the  difl"erent  sections  of  the  State might  have  been  expected.  It  was  to  be  regretted 
that  the  efforts  to  bring  about  an  organization  into 
efiicient  working  societies  of  the  medical  profession 
throughout  the  several  counties  should  not  have  been 
crowned  with  more  success,  more  especially  as  the 
failure  has  been  in  a  measure  if  not  entirely,  attri- 

butable to  the  apathy  of  the  physicians  of  the  State 
in  the  movement,  one  with  which  their  individual 
interests  are  so  intimately  involved.  Complaints 
are  frequently  made  of  the  slight  regard  evinced 
by  the  community  for  the  rights  of  the  physician ; 
yet  few  of  tlie  latter  are  disposed  to  further  an  or- 

ganization witliout  which  its  riglits  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully enforced,  nor  its  more  prominent  interests 

promoted.  The  position  of  the  medical  man  in  this 
country  is  an  anomalous  one.  Destitute  of  any 
legally  rccocrnized  status,  he  is  jostled  and  elbowed 
by  a  horde  of  irregular  jiractitioners  and  ignorant  pre- 

tenders, who,  by  tlie  law,  are  actually  placed  upon 
the  sarnc  level  with  liimself.  Medical  education,  as 
•well  as  the  decision  in  respect  to  the  competency  of 
all  aspirants  to  the  olllcc  of  i>hy8ician,  is  confided  to 
teachers  whose  appointment  emanates  from  self-per-  j 
j'Ctuating  boards,  composed  not  of  medical  men,  but  j 
of  those  who  have  no  interests  in  common  with  the  ' 
profession  ;  who  have  no  means  for  testing  the  <}uali-  j 
fication  for  the  faithful  i>erformance  of  their  duties  j 
of  those  whom  they  lifense  to  teach,  and  who  are  as 
liable  to  be  governed  in  their  ai>pf)intinents  by  nepo-  , 
lism,  prejudice  or  misconception,  as  by  a  sound  i 
judgment,  an.d  the  sole  desire  to  elevate  the  character  ; 

and  enhance  the  value  of  a  profession  to  which  is  en- 
trusted the  health  and  the  lives  of  the  community. 

The  speaker  enlarged  upon  the  advantages  to  accrue 
from  the  efi'ective  organization  of  the  society,  among which  was  the  diffusing  of  a  knowledge  of  the  pro- 

gress of  medicine  throughout  the  State,  each  member 
of  the  profession  contributing  his  quota  towards  the 
augmentation  of  the  general  fund  of  medical  know- 

ledge. In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the  members  would 
unite  their  efforts  to  improve,  as  far  as  they  could, 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  by  the  session  ;  grate- 

ful that  while  so  large  a  portion  of  our  country  is 
suffering  from  the  distraction  and  misery  incident  to 
civil  war,  they  were  permitted  to  meet  In  quiet  and 
security  to  take  counsel  as  to  the  means  by  which 
their  mission  of  mercy  to  the  sick  and  suffering  may 
be  extended,  and  rendered  more  effective. 

At  the  close  of  his  address.  Dr.  Condie  read  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  chairman,  from  the  attending 
physician  of  Dr.  Horton,  stating  that  the  illness  of 
the  latter  was  an  attack  of  bilious  intermittent  fever, 
and .  that,  though  the  symptoms  were  somewhat 
favorable  at  the  date  of  writing,  the  doctor  was  un- able to  leave  his  room. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangements  recommended 

that  the  sessions  of  the  society  be  held  at  4  o'clock that  afternoon,  10  A.  M.  on  Thursday,  and  10  A.  M. 
on  Friday  ;  and  that  the  society  accept  the  invita- 

tions extended  them  to  visit  the  Mower  Hospital  at 
Chestnut  Hill ;  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  ;  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane  ; 
the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  Academy 
of  Fine  Arts. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
A  communication  from  Dr.  Joseph  HoPKrNSON 

was  read,  stating  that  not  only  the  members  of  the 
society,  but  their  friends  of  the  medical  profession 
generally,  would  be  gladly  received  on  a  visit  to  the 
hospital. 

Dr.  FiSLER,  of  the  Camden  Medical  Society,  was 
received  as  a  visitor  from  that  body. 

Drs.  Raphael,  Lee  and  Furman,  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society,  were  received  as  delegates. 

Dr.  Thomas  P.  Corson,  of  Trenton,  a  represen 
tative  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society,  was 
admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  session. 

The  Chairman,  Dr.  Green,  made  a  brief  address, 
regretting  the  constrained  absence  of  Dr.  Horton, 
the  President,  and  trusting  that  he  would  speedily  be 
restored  to  health.  In  the  meantime,  in  conducting 
the  proceedings  of  the  session,  he  hoped  for  the  co- 

operation of  the  members. 
A  committee  on  credentials  was  appointed,  con- 

sisting of  Drs.  WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  of  Chester  ; 
N.  L.  Hatfield,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hiram  Corson, 
of  Montgomery.  The  Committee  reported  that  62 
delegates  were  present.  They  represented  Phila- 

delphia, Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Berks,  Beaver, 
Blair,  Chester,  Columbia,  Northampton,  Perry  and 
other  counties. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  bring  up 
any  unfinished  business  laying  over  from  the  last session. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read,  showing  a 
balance  from  last  report  of  $7  51.  Receipts,  $209  ; 
expenditure,  $211  51 ;  leaving  a  balance  of  $5  00. 
There  are  arrearages  due  from  county  societies  to  the 
amount  of  $112. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 

counts of  the  Treasurer,  composed  of  Drs.  Thomas, 
Ratjb  and  Allen. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported,  in  addition 
to  their  previous  report,  the  names  of  persons  as  per- manent members. 

The  delegates  from  the  various  counties  then  re- 

ported. The  following  was  adopted  as  offered  by  Dr.  R.  P. Thomas : 
Jiesolifcd,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  one  mem- 

ber from  each  county  represented  here,  (whether  by 
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a  regular  delegation  or  by  gentlemen  admitted  as 
delegates  from  counties,)  be  appointed  to  nominate 
ofla.cers  and  censors  of  the  society,  and  delegates  to 
the  American  Medical  Association  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  members  of  the  committee  to  be  selected  by 
the  respective  delegations. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  requested  to  desig- 
nate the  place  of  the  next  meeting,  and  to  nominate 

three  representatives  to  attend  the  next  session  of 
each  State  Medical  Society  represented  here. 

Resolved,  That  the  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Sur- 
geons of  tlue  Army  and  Navy  now  in  this  city,  and 

regular  practitioners  from  unrepresented  counties  in 
this  State  and  from  neighboring  States,  be  invited  to 
seats  on  this  floor,  and  to  a  participation  in  the  de- 

liberations of  this  Society  during  the  present  session. 
Dr.  A.  P.  DuTCHER  read  the  sanitary  report  of  the 

Beaver  County  Medical  Society.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  winter  and  spring  just  closed,  pneumonia, 
pleuro  and  broncho  pneumonia  had  been  very  preva- 

lent, amounting  to  almost  an  epidemic.  Simple  pneu- 
monia was  confined  mostly  to  persons  advanced  in 

life;  pleuro-pneumonia  to  individuals  of  middle  age, 
and  broncho-pneumonia  almost  exclusively  to  child- 

ren and  infants.  Nearly  every  infant  born  in  the 
writer's  practice,  during  the  months  of  February  and March,  suffered  from  bronchial  catarrh.  In  most 
cases  the  attack  commenced  on  the  ninth  day  after 
birth,  and  terminated  on  the  seventeenth,  if  properly 
treated. 

The  symptoms  of  simple  pneumonia  as  presented 
in  aged  patients  varied  but  little.  The  disorder  was 
generally  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  which  was  soon  fol- 

lowed by  a  fever,  and  other  signs  of  local  determina- 
tion of  blood.  The  cough  was  a  very  urgent 

symptom  from  the  commencement.  When  the  dis- 
ease was  not  complicated,  the  physical  signs  were 

very  marked.  In  nearly  every  instance  the  affection 
was  confined  to  one  lung,  and  most  frequently  to  the 
inferior  lobe. 

In  pleuro-pneumonia  the  symptoms  differed  but 
little  from  those  of  simple,  with  the  exception  of  a 
sharp  cutting  pain  in  the  side,  resisting  every  act  of 
inspiration  and  making  the  act  of  coughing  and  deep 
breathing  nearly  impossible. 

In  the  broncho-pneumonia  of  children  the  physical 
signs  were  not  very  prominent. 
The  general  duration  of  simple  pneumonia  was 

fourteen  days,  but  in  some  mild  cases  the  disorder 
would  commence  to  decline  on  the  fifth  day.  In 
formidable  cases  the  disease  would  be  prolonged  to 
the  twenty-first  day,  particularly  where  complicated 
with  pleurisy  ;  in  some  instances,  where  the  disorder 
attacked  aged  persons,  it  would  assume  from  the 
first  that  form  of  the  malady  which  some  writers 
have  denominated  typhoid  pneumonia,  which  was 
generally  fatal.  Every  form  of  the  disease,  except 
the  typhoid,  was  easily  managed. 

During  the  summer  months  there  was  little  diph- 
theria, but  in  the  latter  part  of  autumn,  and  the 

beginning  of  winter,  it  became  very  prevalent,  and 
in  some  places  was  almost  epidemical,  resulting 
fatally  in  some  cases,  particularly  among  children.  In 
the  practice  of  the  writer,  the  disease  had  not  been 
so  frequent  as  in  the  three  preceding  years,  he 
having  recorded  only  twenty  cases,  fifteen  of  which 
were  very  mild  ;  the  others  required  careful  attention. 
The  former  were  treated  exclusively  with  the  chlorate 
of  potash,  which  may  be  considered  a  specific,  if 
there  are  any  such  for  disease.  But  in  malignant 
cases  additional  therapeutical  agents  are  prescribed, 
and  little  reliance  is  now  iilaced  upon  local  treat- 

ment. Of  the  twenty  cases  mentioned,  all  recovered 
but  one,  that  of  a  child. 

In  September,  typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  but  only  in  the 
sporadic  form.  It  prevailed  mostly  among  persons 
in  middle  life,  and  in  some  instances  was  very  fatal, 
especially  where  the  treatment  was  empirical.  With 

the  exception  of  the  diseases  mentioned,  the  health 
of  the  county  has  been  good. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Smith,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  Dr. 
O.  H.  Taylor,  of  Camden,  New  Jersey,  were  admit- ted to  seats. 

Dr.  CoNDiE  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
expressing  regret  at  the  illness  of  the  President,  Dr. 
HoRTON,  and  hoping  that  he  would  soon  be  restored 
to  health,  when  he  will  be  requested  to  deliver  his 
address  on  retiring  from  the  Presidency  of  the  As- 

sociation.   The  morning  session  then  closed. 

First  Day,  Afternoon  Session,  \ 
Wednesday,  June  10,  1863.) 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  four  addi- 
tional names. 

The  Auditors  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurer's account  reported  that  they  had  done  so,  with  vouchers, 
and  found  it  correct. 

The  report  of  the  Bedford  County  Society  was  read 
by  Dr.  E.  P.  Allen.  The  Association  was  repre- 

sented as  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The  health 
of  the  country  had  been  as  good  as  usual.  Diphtheria 
had  prevailed  to  some  extent,  in  some  districts 
having  assumed  a  malignant  form,  in  others  being  of 
a  mild  character.  Several  cases  of  inflammatory 
rheumatism  had  occurred,  the  most  successful  treat- ment of  which  was  with  the  alkaline,  together  with 
the  veratrum  viridi  and  colchicum.  There  had  been 
some  instances  of  measles  and  scarlatina  simplex, 
but  there  was  nothing  unusual  in  their  course  or 
treatment.  Whooping  cough  had  prevailed  exten- 

sively during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Very 
few  instances  of  idiopathic  typhoid  fever  had  oc- 

curred, but  many  complicated  cases  in  soldiers  re- turning from  the  army,  which  were  probably  of  a 
miasmatic  origin.  There  were  some  fatal  cases  of 
small-pox  and  of  apoplexy ,besides  theusual  instances 
of  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  dysentary  and  miscella- neous diseases. 

In  surgery,  the  aim  has  been  to  adopt  the  conser- vative principle,  and  three  lower  limbs  badly  crushed 
by  railroad  accidents,  had  been  saved,  which  for- 

merly might  have  been  amputated.  Obstetrical 
cases  were  about  as  usual ;  only  a  few  cases  of  puer- 

peral fever  having  occurred,  and  but  one  death 
among  them,  probably  owing  to  neglect.  The  most successful  treatment  in  puerperal  peritonitis  had 
been  with  large  doses  of  opium.  Allusion  was  made 
to  a  number  of  cases  where  an  unhealthy  condition 
of  the  arm,  followed  by  a  typhoid  state  of  the  system 
had  resulted  from  vaccination,  and  kine-pox,  and 
several  of  which  have  been  fatal,  diphtheria  prevail- 

ing in  the  vicinity,  and  a  membrane  strongly  resem- 
bling the  diphtheric  having  formed  upon  the  sloughed 

portions  of  the  arm.  The  cases  assuming  such  a 
type  were  probably  owing  to  some  subtle  element  in 
the  atmosphere  that  only  wanted  an  exciting  cause  to 
operate  as  a  poison  in  the  system.  An  instance  was 
detailed  of  a  successful  amputation  of  a  hip  joint, 
a  diseased  condition  of  which  had  continued  for  sev- 

eral years,  and  had  apparently  originated  from 
rheumatism. 

Dr.  John  E.  McGirr  presented  the  report  of  the 
Westmoreland  County  socity.  The  forests  having 
been  cleared,  there  was  nothing  to  shelter  the  loca- 

tion from  the  constantly  changing  winds,  and  the 
climate  was  extremely  variable.  There  had  been 
epidemics  of  the  measles,  mumps,  diphtheria,  scarlet 
and  typhoid  fevers  and  small-pox.  As  to  diphtheria, 
the  writer  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  contagious. 
The  report  was  very  lengthy  and  entered  into  details of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  which 
had  prevailed. 

Dr.  Emmanuel,  from  Delaware  county,  made  a  re- 
port, Avhich  was  referred. Brief  communications  from  several  other  counties 
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[Vol.  X. vrere  received  relative  to  tlie  condition  and  prospects 
of  the  societies. 

The  following  standing  committees  reported  pro- 
gress, and  -were  continued  : — Committee  on  distribut- ing vaccine  matter  ;  committee  on  meteorology ; 

committee  on  criminal  abortion ;  committee  on 
Daily  Medical  Gazette. 

Dr.  Co:!sDiE,  on  behalf  of  the  commissioners  from 
the  association,  who  had  attended  the  last  session  of 
the  ]\[edical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  presented  a  re- 

port favorable  to  that  organization,  and  alluding  to 
the  kind  manner  in  which  the  delegates  had  been 
received. 

This  report  and  those  read  previously  were  ac- 
cepted and  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  Jew^ELL,  in  response  to  an  invitation,  made  a 
short  address  relative  to  the  Amei-ican  Medical  Asso- 

ciation, which  met  in  Chicago.  Contrary  to  expec- 
tation, the  meeting  there  was  very  harmonious.  Rep- 

resentatives were  there  from  the  Middle  and  Northern 
States,  also  from  other  portions  of  our  Union.  It 
was  feared  that  the  want  of  unity  there,  between  the 
two  medical  schools,  would  result  in  bad  feelings, but  such  was  not  the  case. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Jew-ell  riveted  the  attention 
of  all  the  delegates  present.  He  concluded  by  stating 
that  the  States  were  well  represented,  but  Penusyl- 
vania  was  not  as  well  represented  as  other  States. 
The  number  of  delegates  present  was  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine.  Their  next  meeting  will  be  in  New 
York.    Dr.  Hartshorne  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  It  is  important  for  the  interests  of  the 
profession  of  this  State  that  the  studying  of  anatomy 
by  dissection  should  be  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  is  in 
New  York,  facilitated  by  the  sanction  of  the  law ; 
and  ichereas,  The  bill  introduced  upon  the  subject,  in 
the  State  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  is  believed 
to  have  been  defeated  on  account  of  a  technical  de- 

fect, and  not  for  reasons  vital  for  its  purpose  ;  there- fore, 
Hesolved,  That  a  committee  of  six  members  be  ap- 

pointed by  the  President  to  prepare  a  suitable  bill  to 
be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature  for  the  legaliza- 

tion of  dissection  under  proper  restrictions. 
The  resolution  was  adopted.  The  names  of  the 

committee  are  as  follows  :  Drs.  Gross,  Jewell,  Neb- 
inger,  Condie,  Bache  and  McGirr.  The  whole  Soci- 

ety were  appointed  on  the  Committee  of  Co-opera- tion. 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Con- die  : 
Eesolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  two  recording 

Secretaries  and  one  Corresponding  Secretary,  there 
Bhall  be  elected,  at  the  session  of  1863,  and  every  five 
years  thereafter,  a  permanent  Secretary,  who  shall 
take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other  docu- 

ments of  the  Society,  immediately  after  the  close  of 
each  session,  and  keep  them  during  the  interval,  and 
he  shall  perform  all  other  duties  which  shall  be  re- 

quired of  him  by  the  resolutions  and  enactments  of 
the  Society. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 
The  committee  from  Westmoreland  county  made 

their  report.  The  report  commenced  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  county.  It  was  represented  to  be  most 

beautifully  situated. 
The  population  of  the  towns  do  not,  in  any  case, 

exceed  two  thousand  persons.  The  soil  is  very  pro- 
ductive. The  water,  in  about  three-(iuarters  of  the 

towns,  is  impregnated  with  lime.  No  reliable  record 
had  been  kept  of  the  deaths.  The  principal  causes 
f)f  mortality  resulted  from  pneumonia,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  and  a  few  cases  of  small 
I>ox,  l)Ut  the  deaths  resulting  from  these  causes  were 
not  numerous. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication. 

In  the  absence  of  other  business,  Dr.  Condie  made 
some  statements  relative  to  the  distribution  of  vac- 

cine matter. 

The  committee  will  make  a  report  in  writing. 
Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

on  Meteorology,  made  a  partial  report.  The  com- 
mittee reported  progress  and  were  continued. 

The  Committee  on  Physical  Education  reported 
progress,  and  were  continued. 
An  invitation  was  accepted  to  visit  the  Pennsyl- 

vania Hospital.  Adjourned. 

Second  Day,  Thursday,  Jmie  1 1,  1863. 
The  President  presented  a  communication  from 

Geo.  H.  Borer,  Secretary  of  the  Union  League,  ex- 
tending to  the  Society  an  invitation  to  visit  the 

League  House. 
Dr.  Condie  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 

be  returned  to  the  League,  and  that  the  Society  visit 
the  House  in  a  body  immediately  after  the  adjourn- ment on  Friday. 

:Mr.  Mayrerry,  while  in  favor  of  the  vote  of 
thanks,  opposed  the  visit  in  a  body.  He  considered 
the  Union  League  a  political  organization,  and 
thought  that  politics  should  not  be  Introduced  into this  body. 

Dr.  Bell  thought  that  the  invitation  was  extended 
without  regard  to  politics,  and,  in  support  of  his 
argument,  alluded  to  the  visits  of  the  Presbyterian 
General  Assembly,  Episcopal  Convention,  and  other 
bodies  which  have  assembled  in  this  city. 

Dr.  DuTCHER  was  opposed  to  the  introductidn  of 
politics  into  the  Society,  but,  in  the  present  crisis, 
thought  that  some  sympathy  with  the  government 
might  be  expressed.  He  who  would  not  stand  up 
for  his  country  was,  in  the  language  of  Garibaldi, 
either  a  coward  or  a  traitor. 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Drs.  Con- 
die and  Mayberry,  the  resolution  to  accept  the  in- 

vitation and  return  thanks  was  adopted. 
Invitations  to  visit  the  House  of  Refuge  and  Deaf 

and  Dumb  Asylum  were  received  and  accepted. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  names 

of  three  additional  delegates.  The  attendance,  to- 
day, numbers  eighty,  which  is  larger  than  for  three 

years  past. Dr.  W.  S.  Linn,  of  Chili,  Illinois,  and  Dr.  Wm. 
Corson,  of  Montgomery  county,  were  introduced 
and  invited  to  seats. 

Dr.  Sam'l  Stites  read  the  report  of  the  Perry 
County  Medical  Society.  It  is  stated  that  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Millerstown  there  have  been  typhoid 
fever,  small  pox,  scarlatina,  pneumonia,  pleurisy, 
and  diarrhoea.  Typhoid  fever  cases  had  been  nume- 

rous, but  they  generally  yielded  to  treatment.  A 
peculiarity  of  the  disease  in  one  portion  of  the  county 
— Wild  Cat  Valley — was,  that  it  was  confined  to  a 
space  of  five  miles  in  length,  and  four  miles  in  width. 
Every  house  within  this  range,  except  one,  had  in  it 
fever  patients.  The  epidemic  traveled  at  the  rate  of 
one  mile  per  week.  The  successful  treatment  of 
other  diseases  is  also  spoken  of  at  length  in  the 
report.  Measles  prevailed  very  generally  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  attacking  every  person  who  had  not 
before  been  affected  with  it,  and  in  two  instances, 
persons  had  a  second  attack  of  the  disease. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Com- mittee. 
Dr.  I.  N.  Evans  presented  the  report  of  the  Mont- 

gomery County  Society.  It  appeared  that  the  sani- tary condition  of  the  county  compared  favorably 
with  that  of  former  years.  In  Conshohocken,  a 
l)e(;uliar  disease,  known  as  the  spotted  fever,  had 
prevailed  to  some  extent,  among  young  persons, 
since  March  of  this  year,  seven  out  of  ten  cases 
mentioned  having  proved  fatal.  In  Norristown  a 
disease  had  made  its  appearance,  strongly  represent- 

ing the  spotted  fever  which  prevailed  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  1806.  Fourteen  out  of  thirty  cases  men- 
tioned had  proved  fatal. 

Dr.  C0R8E  read  the  report  of  the  Philadelphia  So- ciety. 
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Editorial  Department. 

! 

I         1863.1  REVIEWS  AND 

By  the  bills  of  mortality  of  the  city,  it  appeared 
that  during  1862,  twelve  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were 
from  consumption,  and  nineteen  per  cent,  from  forms 
of  scrofula,  a  disease  which  prevailed  to  a  great  ex- 

tent throughout  the  State,  and  appeared  to  be  yearly 
increasing.  Diphtheria  was  the  assigned  cause  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty-five  deaths,  a  decrease  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  from  the  number  in 
1861. 

The  reports,  after  being  read,  were  referred,  as 
were  also  reports  from  other  counties. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  proposed 

establishment  of  a  daily  medical  gazette  was  then 
considered.  Dr.  Darrach  advocated  such  a  publi- 

cation ;  he  wished  a  lively  periodical  of  this  kind. 
As  the  chairman  had  no  report  on  the  subject,  the 
committee  was  continued.  A  resolution  referring  to 
the  death  of  Dr.  Darlington,  of  West  Chester,  was 
read. 

Dr.  Cox,  of  Baltimore,  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  was 
■  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  body. Dr.  WoRTHiNGTON  Submitted  a  resolution  of  re- 

gret at  the  death  of  Dr.  "William  Darlingt%,  of Chester  county.  Adopted. 
Dr.  McGiRRj  of  Blair  county,  introduced  the  fol- 

lowing : 
Resolved,  While  this  Society  is  organized  for  scien- 

tific purposes,  for  the  elevation  and  the  purity  of  the 
medical  profession,  it  is  no  part  of  the  organization, 
as  such,  to  interfere  with  State  or  national  politics  ; 
at  the  same  time  we  are  fully  prepared  and  deter- 

mined, individually  and  collectively,  to  maintain  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  against  the  accursed  re- 

bellion now  waging  the  destruction  of  the  government 
formed  by  the  wisdom  and  cemented  by  the  blood  of 
our  Revolutionary  ancestors. 

The  resolution  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  between 
Drs.  Gross,  Jewell,  Darrach  and  others,  and  was 
then  adopted. 

Drs.  Gross,  Jewell,  Darrach,  Nebinger  and 
others,  opposed  the  members  visiting  the  League  as an  association. 

Dr.  Cox,  aBaltimorean,made  a  patriotic  speech  in 
favor  of  the  convention  visiting  the  League  rooms  in 
a  body.  He  said  that  he  loved  his  country,  and  that 
on  all  fitting  occasions  he  was  ready  to  stand  up  for 
its  honor  and  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  He 
felt  sorry  to  see  any  reluctance  on  .the  part  of  the 
Society  to  show  their  decided  love  for  our  institutions 
and  for  those  who  were  trying,  by  banding  them- 

selves together  in  these  Leagues,  to  str&ngthen  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  his  advisers. 

The  motion  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Union 
League,  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Thomas,  laid  on  the  table. 

An  invitation  from  Dr.  Butler  to  visit  the  Insane 
Department  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  was  read 
and  accepted. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  oflScers  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

President — Wilson  Jewell. 
Vice  Presidents— J.  D.  Ross,  M.  Emanuel,  Chas. 

Shoemaker,  W.  Worthington. 
Corresponding  Secretary — A.  Nebinger. 
Permanent  Secretary — W.  B.  Atkinson. 
Recording  Secretaries— J.  M.  Stevenson,  W.  Sar- gent. 
Treasurer — Wm.  Matberrt. 
Dr.  Jewell,  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  was 

then  conducted  to  the  chair ;  on  taking  which,  he 
expressed  his  gratification  at  having  so  high  an 
honor  conferred  upon  him.  He  would  look  to  the 
Association  for  the  same  indulgence  as  had  been 
shown  to  those  who  previously  occupied  the  chair. 
He  reiterated  his  feelings  of  thankfulness  for  the 
honor  conferred,  and  theli  concluded  the  few  remain- 

ing items  of  business,  such  as  votes  of  thanks  for 
the  able  manner  the  duties  of  their  offices  had  been 
performed  by  the  previous  oflicers. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Previews  and  Book  Notices. 

A  Practical  Handbook  of  Medical  Chemistry. 
By  John  E.  Bowman,  F.  C.  S.,  formerly  Professor 
of  Practical  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  London. 
Edited  by  Charles  L.  Bloxam,  Professor  of  Practi- 

cal Chemiistry  in  King's  College,  London.  Third American  from  the  fourth  and  revised  London 
edition.  With  illustrations.  Duodecimo,  cloth, 
Pp.  351.  Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea.  1863. 
Price,  $1.75 
This  excellent  chemical  guide  for  medical  men 

should  ahvays  find  a  place  in  the  library  of  students 
and  practitioners.  There  exist  a  great  many  very  good 
works  on  Chemistry,  calculated,  however,  rather  to 
render  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  moi-e  general 
principles  than  referring  to  any  special  subject  of 
this  vast  science.  The  work  before  us  seems  to  have 
been  written  not  for  beginners,  but  for  those  who  have 
already  studied  Chemistry  for  some  time.  For  an 
advanced  student,  we  think  it  however  indispensable, 
and  on  this  account  would  call  their  especial  atten- 

tion to  it. 
The  author  divides  the  work  into  five  parts.  Li 

the  first  of  these,  he  refers  to  healthy  and  morbid 
urine,  its  analysis,  the  detection  of  the  proximate 
principles  and  its  abnormal  ingredients  and  their  re- lation with  reference  to  disease. 

In  the  second  part  to  the  chemical  history  of 
urinary  calculi  and  concretions. 

In  the  third  part  to  the  microscopical  anatomy, 
physiology  and  pathology  of  the  blood,  and  the 
chemical  deviations  from  the  normal  standard. 

In  the  fourth  part  to  the  secretions,  normal  and 
abnormal. 

In  the  fifth  to  toxicology  and  the  various  kinds  of 
analysis. 

The  book  is  printed  and  bound  neatly,  and  its  ap- 
pearance is  creditable  to  the  publishers. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    By  Erasmus  "Wilson, F.  R.  S.    Fifth  American,  from  the  fifth  and  re- 
vised London  Edition.    With  plates  and  illustra- 
tions on  wood.    Octavo,  cloth.   Pp.  694.  Phila- 

delphia :    Blanchard  &  Lea,  1863.    Price,  $7.50 
We  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the 

profession  the  republication  of  this  very  excellent 
and  useful  work,  which  scarcely  requires  any  recom- 

mendation, since  it  seems  to  speak  for  itself  by  having 
already  appeared  in  its  fifth  edition.  All  professional 
men  are  aware  of  the  fact,  that  our  enlightenment  on 
diseases  of  the  skin  is  rather  in  small  proportion  to 
the  progress  in  other  branches  of  medical  science. 
We  should  therefore  take  special  pains  to  raise  this 
department  to  the  same  standard  with  the  others. 

Professor  Wilson's  work  has  shown  itself  so  far  as 
very  efficient,  and  gives  ample  information  to  render 
the  scientific  and  studious  physician  acquainted  with 
the  important  subject  which  it  treats. 

In  the  present  edition  the  reader  will  find  numei'ous 
additions,  special  attention  having  been  paid  to  the 
description  and  illustration  of  eruptions  from  syphi- 

litic origin,  which  latter  has  contributed  considerably 
to  the  value  of  this  work. 

The  work  is  well  illustrated  by  plates,  which  are 
executed  in  the  highest  style  of  the  engraver's  art, 
many  of  them  being  colored,  to  represent,  as  well  as 
art  can  do  it,  the  natural  appearance  of  the  various 
forms  of  skin  disease.  In  former  editions,  these 
plates  were  published  in  a  separate  volume.  In  this 
the  plates  are  inserted  in  the  same  volume  with  the 
text. 

The  getting  up  of  the  work  is  in  the  well-known 
creditable  style  of  the  house  of  Blanchard  &  Lea. 
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}iIEriICAL  AXD  SURGICAL  EEPOETER.   terms,  and  others,  we  doubt  not,  wiU  speak.  Had 
not  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  been 
frightened  from  its  propriety  last  week,  and 
adjourned  before  its  work  was  done,  we  doubt 
not  it  would  have  delivered  a  testimony  on  the 

brought  about  the  retirement  of  Surgeon-General  |  ^^^j^^^'  ^^^^^  societies  of  the  State  should 
Fijri.ET  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  TVm.  A.  Ham- 
iio^D  to  fill  the  place,  were  inimical  to  the  best 

THE  SUBGEOIf-GEig-EEAIi. 
Although  satisned  that  the  inSuences  which 

speak,  however,  in  condemnation  of  an  order 
which  is  not  only  untruthful  in  its  statements, 

interests  of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  the  j  ^""^  slanderous  of  our  profession.  Let  us  hear 

national  army,  we  not  only  carefully  avoided  any  j  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society, 

show  of  active  opposition  to  the  appointment,  but  ^^^^^^^      Physicians  of  this  city. 

gave  a  hearty  support  to  the  new  Surgeon-Greneral 
in  all  his  official  acts,  so  far  as  they  commended 
themselves  to  our  judgment.  On  the  other  hand, 

we  have  not  hesitated,  when  occasion  called  for 
it,  to  condemn  in  plain  terms  where  there  was 
occasion  for  it. 

The  Repoeter  was  the  first  of  the  medical 

journals  to  condemn  the  order,  and  we  are  glad 

to  n^ce  that  others  are  pursuing  the  same 
course.  We  observe  by  the  Lancet  and  Observer, 
that  the  profession  of  Cincinnati  has  noticed  the 

conduct  of  the  Surgeon-Greneral  in  unmistakable 

In  view  of  the  infiuences  which  brought  about  ]  ^^^^^       condemnation,  and  there  is  no  mis- 

Dr.  HAi:i:o5^ii"s   appointment,  we  have  neither 
been  at  all  surprised  to  find  irregular  practitioners 

in  the  West  claiming  the  new  Surgeon-General  as  I  subject 
one  of  themselves,  and  the  administration  of  his 

understanding  the  outspoken  opinions,  or  getting 
around  the  logic  of  the  Lancet  and  Observer  on 

The  newspaper  correspondents  have  been  in  a 

+v  i.1     •„  „       1      great  pother  over  the  order.     Soon  after  it  was in  their  interest,  nor  at  the  issue  of  his   ̂   ^ office  a5 

recent  foolish,  unjustifiable,  and  wholly  untruth- 
ful order,  striking  two  important  and  useful  reme- 

dies from  the  supply  lists  of  the  army. 

It  is  evident  that  the  distrust  of  the  Surgeon- 
General,  which  to  a  certain  extent  has  existed 

issued,  they  announced  that  eminent  medical 

men  were   overwhelming   the  Surgeon-General 
with  congratulations  on  the  issue  of  so  important 
and  humane  an  order.    We  would  like  to  see 

their  names  !    Then  again,  recently  they  have 
,  *  V  ■  ̂       i.    •        •;n     been  trving  to  take  the  edge  off  the  thing  by 
from  the  tune  of  his  appomtment,  is  rapidly  |  .  & 

giving  out  that  the  order  had  reference  to  calo- 
mel alone  of  all  the  preparations  of  mercury,  etc., 

etc.,  all  which  shows  that  the  Surgeon-General's 
office  is  ill  at  ease  about  it. 

taking  the  shape  of  an  organized  opposition, 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  without  its 
effect  with  the  Government.  For  to  have  a  Sur- 

geon-General, who  not  only  does  not  command 
the  support  of  the  profession,  but  wLo,  on  the 

contrary,  has  entirely  lost  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence which  should  be  inseparable  from  an 

office  so  intimately  connected  with  the  profession, 
and  on  the  proper  administration  of  which,  so 

PENISTSYLVANIA   STATE  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Ses- 
sion in  this  city  last  week.    The  minutes  will  be 

much  of  weal  or  woe  to  our  vast  army  depends,  is  :  found  in  this  number.    About  eighty  members 
neither  proper  or  wise. were  present,  representing  about  twelve  counties 

The  country  wants  a  practical  man,  and  not  a  I  only,  out  of  the  sixty-six,  of  which  the  State  is 

mere  theorist,  "carried  about  by  every  wind  of  1  composed.  The  profession  of  this  State  need  to  be 

doctrine,"  at  the  head  of  the  Surgical  Bureau  of  j  aroused  on  the  subject  of  organizing  their  forces, 
the  United  States  annv,  and  we  trust  that  the  The  best  way  to  accomplish  this,  is  for  the  Society 

medical  profession  from  erery  section  of  the 
country  will  be  heard  at  Washington  on  the 

to  take  pains  to  have  their  meetings  practical  and 

interesting.    Proper  regard  should  also  be  had  to 

subject.  The  American  Medical  Association,  and  ]  the  interests  of  each  section  of  the  State.  Why 
Bome  local  societies  have  already  spoken  in  plain  should  all  the  meetings  be  held  in  the  eastern  end 
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of  tlie  State  ?  The  better  plan  would  be  to  have 
an  annual  meeting  held  in  a  central  position,  and 
semi-annual  meetings  held  in  different  sections  of 
the  State.  Thus  the  profession  in  every  portion 
of  the  State  would  have  an  opportunity  to  become 
interested  in  the  Society. 

There  were  some  interesting  papers  presented 
at  the  late  meeting,  though  some  of  the  country 
members  seemed  to  think  that  the  proceedings 

were  scarcely  of  sufficient  interest  and  importance 
to  compensate  them  for  the  time  and  expense  of 
coming  to  the  meeting.  We  want  more  country 

practitioners  at  these  meetings  to  give  them  ani- 
mation and  a  practical  turn. 

The  meeting  last  week  was  cut  short  by  a 
nervous  and  wholly  uncalled  for  fear,  that  the 
Society  would  do  something  or  other  that  would 
identify  it  with  a  certain  course  in  politics. 

Doctors  are  men  and  citizens  as  well  as  physi- 
cians, and  they  cannot,  if  they  would,  separate 

themselves  from  the  duties  and  obligations  of 

citizenship  and  do  right,  certainly  not  in  this 

country.  Courtesy  should  pre-eminently  charac- 
terize our  profession,  whether  in  its  individual 

or  its  collective  capacity.  The  invitation  to  visit 

the  rooms  of  the  Union  League,  which  is  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  political  parties,  should  have 

been  accepted,  as  were  other  invitations.  This 

would  at  least  have  been  courteous,  and  the  mem- 
bers could  have  visited  the  rooms  or  not,  as  they 

chose.  In  its  anxiety  to  be  regarded  as  too  pure 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  politics,  the  Society 
proved  to  a  demonstration  that  it  was  composed 

af  men  who  were  almost  as  wide  awake  to  parti- 
san interests  as  the  ordinary  run  of  pot-house 

politicians. 
We  trust  that  pains  will  be  taken  this  year  to 

form  county  and  local  societies  throughout  the 
State,  and  that  at  the  next  meeting  there  will  be 

a  large  representation  of  country  physicians,  who 
will  come  prepared  to  aid  in  giving  interest  and 
vitality  to  the  meeting. 

Burning  of  a  Medical  College. 

The  Medical  College  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  was  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  fire  on  the  22d  inst.  It  has  been 

used  of  late  for  a  Government  Hospital.  The  loss  is 
placed  at  $90,000,  which  will  probably  be  bad  for  the 
Government,  and  good  for  the  corporators  of  the 
College. 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 
For  some  time  there  have  been  vague  rumors  of 

"changes"  in  the  medical  management  of  Belle- 
vue  Hospital,  New  York.  It  has  been  said  that  it 
was  the  intention  to  have  departments  in  the  insti- 

tution for  the  treatment  of  special  diseases. 
The  matter  has  been  a  good  while  coming  to  a 

final  issue,  and  now  that  this  seems  to  be  immi- 
nent, we  confess  the  whole  thing  begins  to  have  a 

suspicious  look  to  us. 
The  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  and  Cor- 

rection, lately  called  the  Medical  Board  together 
in  consultation,  and  from  the  nervousness  mani- 

fested by  some  of  the  members,  we  are  led  to  think 
that  our  suspicion  that  the  Commissioners  have  it 
in  view  to  try  some  experiments  with  "special- 

ties" in  practice,  have  some  grounds.  We  trust, 
however,  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  place 
themselves  in  a  position  of  antagonism  to  the 
Medical  Board,  and  that  our  fears  will  not  be  real- 

ized. It  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  on  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  do  no  possible  good.  The  Medical 
Board  is  composed  of  some  of  the  first  men  in  the 
profession  in  New  York,  and  we  doubt  not  they 
will  be  able  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  profession 
against  any  machinations  of  interested  parties  out- 
side. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing referred  to.  The  Commissioners  and  Medical 

Board  resolved  themselves  into  a  convention,  com- 
posed of  the  following  gentlemen  :  Commissioners 

Draper,  Nicholson,  and  Bell,  and  Doctors  Isaac 
Wood,  Valentine  Mott,  James  R.  Wood,  Crane, 
Smith,  Greene,  Taylor,  Elliott,  Parker,  Clark, 
McCready,  Thomas  Flint,  Jr.,  Loomis,  Barker, 
Gouley,  and  Sayre. 

President  Draper,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and 
Joshua  Phillips,  Esq.,  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  stated  the  object  in  calling  the 
meeting  was  for  the  purpose  of  interchanging 
views  on  the  subjects  in  which  the  Medical  Board 
were  as  interested  as  the  Commissioners,  and 
before  submitting  their  views  he  would  refer  to  a 
consultation  had  with  Dr.  McCeeady,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  address  the  Medical  Board  on  the  es- 

tablishment at  Bellevue  Hospital  of  facilities  for 
the  treatment  of  certain  specialties.  A  note  of 
inquiry  had  been  addressed  to  the  Board,  requesting 
an  affirmative  or  negative  response  to  the  inter- 

rogations, so  as  to  enable  the  Commission  to  place 
it  among  their  official  records. 

The  establishment  of  an  Out-Door  Department 
was  also  a  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  deemed  a  ne- 

cessity, and,  if  so,  whether  it  would  be  part  of  their 
duty  to  take  action  thereon  ?  Also,  whether,  in 
their  opinions,  the  Commissioners  should  provide 
against  danger  by  contagious  or  infectious  diseases 
being  transmitted  in  public  vehicles  ?  These 
inquiries,  Mr.  Draper  concluded,  were  made  solely 
from  motives  of  responsibility,  which  rested  equally 
with  both  parties  represented  at  this  meeting. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  President  of  Bellevue  College, 
assured  the  Commission  that  there  was  a  unauim- 
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about  specialties  from  the  Commissioners.  There 
prevailed,  however,  an  opinion  with  some  mem- 

bers of  the  Faculty  that  the  Commissioners  would 
act  independent  of  the  medical  opinions. 

The  establishment  of  an  Out-Door  Department, 
and  the  evils  which  may  occur  by  the  use  of  public 
vehicles,  were  subjects  which  required  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Faculty. 

Mr.  Draper  said  that  any  subject  proposed  by 
the  Medical  Board  would  receive  just  and  proper 
deliberation. 

Dr.  Clark  inquired  whether  majority  and  minor- 
ity reports  would  be  considered  by  the  Commis- 

sioners ?  also,  whether  the  Commissioners  enter- 
tained any  opinions  in  regard  to  the  promiscuous 

use  of  public  vehicles  ? 
Mr.  Draper  stated  that  both  majority  and  mi- 

nority reports  would  be  considered  and  deliberated 
upon  by  the  Commissioners.  In  respect  to  con- 

veying in  public  vehicles  infectious  cases,  they 
desired  public  action,  and  wished  the  opinion  of 
the  medical  gentlemen,  and  whether  there  was  any 
danger  to  citizens  in  the  use  of  such  vehicles.  It 
was  the  desire  that  the  City  Inspector,  or  some 
other  officers,  by  ordinance,  be  empowered,  under 
specific  arrangements,  to  license  vehicles  for  the 
conveyance  of  contagious  cases. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Barker,  the  whole  subject  was 
referred  to  the  Medical  Board,  to  report  thereon 
at  an  early  date,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  sine 
die. 

 -v^^o-.*.  

Notes  and  Comments. 

Agricultural  Papsrs. 

The  Amei-ican  Agriculturist,  published  by  Oraxge 
JuDD  in  New  York,  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
practical,  as  it  is  the  cheapest  paper  issued 
for  the  use  of  agriculturists.  As  many  of  our 
readers  are,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  agricultur- 
i-its  and  horticulturists,  we  unhesitatingly  recom- 
rjiend  it  to  vlieir  notice.  The  A^,riculturist  is  an 
uncompromising  oppcneni  cf  quackery  in  medi- 

cine, refusing  to  advertise  for  quacIiS  at  any  price, 
and  devoting  much  space  to  a  practical  e::i'CSure 
of  their  tricks.  Each  number  contains  something 
to  amuse  and  instruct  children  as  well  as  grown 
persons.  The  price  is  but  one  dollar  a  year,  and 
each  number  is  worth  the  money. 

The  M line  Farmer,  published  at  Portland,  Me., 
and  the  Germanto^vn  Tdrgrnph,  published  at  Ger- 
mantown,  Pa.,  arc  also  excellent  agricultural  and 
family  papers,  that  we  can  unhesitatingly  recom- 

mend.   Both  are  publishf^d  weekly. 

American  Dental  Association. 
The  roarnlar  annual  mooting  of  this  Association 

takes  plfice  in  this  city,  on  the  last  Tuesday,  ̂ the  28th) 
of  July  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

American  Dental  Convention. 
The  ninth  annual  session  of  this  body  will  take 

place  on  Tuesday,  August  4th,  at  Saratoga  Springs, New  York. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

A  CASE  OF  ILSUS.* 
Snow  Hill,  Md.,  March,  1863. 

Editor  Medical  and  Suegicax  Reporter  :— The 
word  Ileus  would  from  its  derivation  properly  indi- 

cate contraction  or  twisting  ;  but  I  will  use  the  term 
here  in  the  simple  sense  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels, 
as  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  there  was 
intussusception,  or  what  was  the  precise  nature  of 
the  obstruction,  since  no  autopsy  was  made. 

A  few  months  ago,  I  was  called  to  see  J.  W.,  ret. 
50.  Found  him  laboring  imder  constipation,  at- 

tended with  excrutiating  pain  all  over  the  abdomen, 
which  was  hard,  much  swollen,  and  sensitive  to  the 
touch. 

The  patient  stated  that  he  was  quite  unwell  for  a 
week  before  confinement  to  bed,  and  had  not  been  in 
good  health  for  a  year  previously,  he  thinking,  as  he 
said,  that  there  "was  something  wrong  about  his 

bowels." Drastic  cathartics  had  been  used  for  three  days 
without  effect,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  physician  who 
had  been  treating  the  case,  and  requested  me  to  take 
charge  of  it. 
Having  first  ascertained  that  the  symptoms  were 

not  caused  by  strangulated  hernia,  the  following 
remedies  were  employed :  Ordinary  cathartics, 
enemata  of  aloes,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  gambogia, 
etc.,  warm  water  enema,  tobacco  enema,  mixture  of 

chloroform,  Hofi'man's  anod3-ne  and  sulphate  of  mor- 
phia, per  orem,  every  two  hours  ;  mercury  §j,  bottles 

of  warm  water,  etc.,  externally.  Finally  introduce-d 
tube  with  flexible  wire  into  the  bowel,  and  injected 

hot  water  through  it.  "  No  fsecal  matter  was  dis- 
charged. In  the  first  stage  there  was  great  pain. 

After  the  first  two  days  considerable  swelling  and . 
pain,  except  when  under  the  influence  of  narcotics. 
The  chloroform  mixture,  which  was  used  for  its 
narcotic  and  antispasmodic  effects,  relieved  pain 
greatly.  On  the  sixth  day  of  his  illness,  the  patient 
appearing  to  have  every  symptom  of  being  in  articulo 
mortis,  visits  were  discontinued,  and  he  was  left 
without  treatment  except  the  cliloroform,  HoflTman's 
anodyne  and  sulphate  of  morphia.  On  the  eighth 
day,  his  son  informed  me  that  he  was  still  living  and 
seemed  better,  and  requested  me  to  see  him  again.  I 
found  the  pulse,  which  on  the  sixth  day  was  scarcely, 
if  at  all  preceptiblc,  with  considerable  volume  though 
compressible.  There  was  less  tumefaction,  rather 
less  hardness  of  the  abdominal  parictcs  ;  the  facies 
hippocratica  had  disappeared.  I  immediately  ad- 

ministered in  large  quantity  an  enema  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  sodre  ct  potass,  tart.,  and  gave  per 
orcm,  Q  dose  of  sodoc  ct  potass,  tart.   By  the  use  of 

•  Tlic  liick  of  a  post-mortem  examination  detracts  greatly 
from  the  latcrost  and  usefulness  of  this  case,  which  otherwise 
would  have  boon  very  iustructive.— Editor. 
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the  enema  a  very  small  quantity  of  faecal  matter, 
(not  more  than  a  fluid  drachm,)  was  discharged, 
this  being  the  first  and  only  evacuation.  Another 
dose  of  sal  rochelle  was  given  after  the  expiration  of 
four  hours,  and  other  enemata  were  subsequently 
used,  though  without  effect.  After  the  enema  and 
evacuation  there  was  much  less  tympanites.  The 
abdominal  parietes  seemed  to  be  becoming  flaccid, 
not  meaning  to  say,  however,  "  post  hoc  ergo  propter 
hoc."  Soon  after  this,  febrile  symptoms  were 
marked,  continuing  until  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  11th  or  12th  day.    There  was  no  foecal  vomiting. 

J.  B.  R.  PuPv>t:ll. 

EXTIBPATION  OF  THS  PAROTID  GLAITD. 

Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  7 
May  loth,  1863.  \ 

Editor  Medicaid  and  Surgical  Reporter  : — On 
the  10th  of  January  last,  Mrs.  C,  aged  45  years, 
native  of  Ireland,  of  good  general  health,  though  of 
cachectic  appearance,  residing  in  this  city,  presented 
herself  at  my  office  for  advice  in  relation  to  a  tumor 
below  the  right  ear,  which  first  made  its  appearance 

some  ten  years  since.  "When  first  discovered,  it  was 
not  larger  than  a  pea,  but  gradually  increased  until 
three  years  since.  She  consulted  Dr.  Housten,  then 
of  this  city,  who  (she  says)  passed  a  seaton  through 
the  tumor  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  it  by  suppura- 

tion ;  he  failed  however.  Since  that  time  it  has  been 
steadily  increasing  in  size,  accompanied  with  occa- 

sional lancinating  pains.  At  present  it  occupies  all 
the  space  between  the  mastoid  process  and  the  angle 
of  the  jaw,  thrusting  the  ear  upward,  is  irregular  or 
knotty  on  the  surface,  having  clefts  and  globular 
projections,  and  is  almost  immoveable ;  protruding 
but  little  externally,  but  seems  to  dip  down  deeply, 
compressing  the  parts  beneath,  and  is  of  almost  stony 
hardness,  seeming  to  implicate  the  greater  part  of 
the  parotid  gland. 

My  diagnosis  was  scirrhus'  of  the  parotid  gland, and  I  proposed  its  removal  by  an  operation.  After 
having  fully  stated  the  difficulty  and  risk  attending 
such  an  operation  to  my  patient  and  her  husband, 
she  decided  at  once  upon  its  removal.  Accordingly 
she  was  placed  upon  the  operating  chair,  when  I 
directed  my  assistant  to  render  the  surface  tense, 
and  proceeded  to  make  a  longitudinal  incision  ex- 

tending from  the  mastoid  process  to  the  ascending 
portion  of  the  inferior  maxilary.  I  then  made  a 
cJrucial  incision  and  dissected  back  the  flaps,  so  as  to 
expose  the  entire  surface  of  the  tumor.  I  then 
opened  the  fibrous  capsule  and  cautiously  pro- 

ceeded to  dissect  out  the  tumor  after  the  method  of 
Professor  Chelius,  Eocuring  the  arteries  as  I  pro- 

gressed, sometimes  using  the  knife,  sometimes  the 
handle  of  the  scalpel  and  sometimes  my  fingers  alone, 
my  assistant  lifting  the  tumor  from  its  bed  with  a 
tenaculum,  which  was  in  such  close  proxmity  to  the 
carotid  artery  as  to  present  after  its  removal  a  groove 
or  depression  through  which  that  vessel  passed.  I 
brought  the  wound  together,  secured  the  flaps  by 

stitches,  and  applied  cold  water  dressing.  The  patient 
bore  this  tedious  and  painful  operation  with  the  ut- 

most fortitude,  scarcely  uttering  a  murmur.  Con- 
siderable blood  continued  to  ooze  from  the  wound 

during  the  early  part  of  the  night  which  was 
staunched  by  the  application  of  ice.  After  the  ad- 

ministration of  an  opiate,  the  patient,  although  some- 
what nervous,  obtained  some  sleep. 

The  case  continued  to  progress  favorably,  the 
ligatures  came  away,  and  in  three  weeks  from  the 
operation,  cicatrization  is  complete. 

To-day,  May  30th,  1863,  no  trace  of  the  disease  is 
perceptible,  the  scar  produces  but  little  deformity 
and  the  patient  only  complains  of  a  very  slight 
numbness  or  want  of  feeling  in  the  neighbouring 
parts  produced  by  interruption  of  nervous  commu- 

nication.  Her  general  health  is  much  improved. 
E.  Hallet  McCoTj 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Artificial  Arms. 

By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General,  a  Board  com- 
posed of  Medical-Inspector  Cltiier,  U.  S.  A.,  and 

Surgeons  Murray  and  Goddard,  will  be  convened 
in  this  city,. on  the  22d  inst.,  to  examine  and  report 
upon  such  models  of  artificial  arms  as  may  be 
brought  before  them.  The  Board  has  been  instructed 
to  report  fully  as  to  the  merits,  positive  and  relative, 
of  the  models  presented  for  their  inspection,  and 
their  price.  Inventors  throughout  the  country  are 
requested  to  forward  models  of  their  inventions  for 
the  inspection  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  J.  SoLis  Cohen,  of  this  city,  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  N.,has  been  detailed  from  the  Stettin, 
and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  in  Port 
Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Pitting  Prevented. 

A  Scotch  physician.  Dr.  Smart,  has  announced  an 
invention  which,  he  asserts,  has  never  failed  in  his 
practice  to  prevent  the  disfigurement  consequent  in 
small-pox  known  as  "pitting."  The  application 
consists  of  a  solution  of  India  rubber  in  chloroform 
which  is  painted  over  the  face  (and  neck  in  women,; 
when  the  eruption  has  become  fully  developed.  uTien 
the  chloroform  has  evaporated,  whicliitrsadly  does, 
there  is  left  a  thin,  elastic  film  of  India  rubber  over 
the  face.  This  the  pat:ci.t  feels  to  be  rather  comfort- 

able tliau  oiuerwise,  inasmuch  as  the  disagreable 
itchiness,  so  generally  complained  of,  is  almost  en- 

tirely removed,  and,  what  is  more  important,  "  pit- 
ting," once  so  common,  and  even  now  far  from  rare, 

is  thoroughly  prevented  wherever  the  solution  has 
been  applied. 

Wooden  Library, 

A  strange  work  is  being  carried  out  for  exhibition 
at  the  Permanent  Industrial  Exposition,  in  Vienna. 
It  is  a  wooden  library ;  that  is,  a  hundred  octavo 
volumes,  the  covers  of  which  are  formed  of  wood. 
On  the  backs,  which  are  formed  from  the  bark,  are 
inscribed  the  trees  they  are  made  from.  Inside  are 
specimens  of  the  leaves,  flowers,  fruits,  etc.,  of  the trees. 
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[Vol.  X. Vital  Statistics  of  France  and  England. 

The  Registrar-General  of  Great  Britain,  in  his  an- 
nual report,  has  introduced  some  of  the  leading  facts 

in  the  statistics  of  France  in  1S61,  for  the  purpose  of  \ 
comparison.    It  is  seen  that  both  the  marriage  and  ! 
the  birth  rates  were  louver  in  that  country  than  they  | 
were  in  England,  while  the  death  rate  was  higher. 
The  persons  married  were  in  the  proportion  of  1.544  ! 
to  the  population,  while  in  England  they  were  1.628. 
The  births  were  2.68S,  against  the  English  rate  of 
3.4G1;  the  deaths,  2.308  against  2.163.    The  in- 

feriority in  births  is  the  most  remarkable,  because 
the  population  of  France  has  not  attained  to  that 
density  which,  in  England,  might  be  assigned  as  a 
reason  for  a  diminution  in  the  rate  of  increase. 

Quinine  in  the  Indian  Army. 
Dr.  Macpherson,  of  Calcutta,  states  that  since 

quinine  has  been  extensively  used  among  the  troops 
in  India,  there  has  been  a  steady  diminution  of  mor-  | 
tality  ;  and  whereas  in  1S30  the  average  per  centage 
of  deaths  to  cases  of  fever  treated  was  3.66,  in  1856 
it  was  only  one  per  cent,  in  a  body  of  18,000  men 
scattered  from  Peshawur  to  Pegu. 

DIED. 
McKesset.— In  Jforfolk,  Ta.,  24th  May,  Dr.  Wm.  N.  Mo- 

Kennej,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age.  Dr.'McKenney  was  an old  and  influential  citizen  of  X'  rfolk,  and  was  for  many  years a  member  of  the  Seuate  of  Virginia. 
Ohl  — At  his  residence,  Summit  Hill,  Carbon  connty,  Pa., May  20th,  1S63,  after  suffering  for  one  week  from  a  severe 

attack  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  Dr.  J.  G.  Ohl,  a  native of  Buckhorn,  Columbia  county.  Pa. 
Pattersok'.— In  Stoystown,  of  scarlatina,  April  27th.  1S63, John  H.,  son  of  Dr.  R.  H.  and  Mrs.  S.  Patterson,  aged  3  years and  7  months. 

METEOEOLOGT. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Correspondents  xcill  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 

qxuest  to  give  their  full  address  in  their  comraunications  to 
us.  Our  corresijondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary for  us  always  to  know  tJie  Town,  County  and  State 
from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  C.  T.  H.,  Kextuckt. — "We  would  recommend  you  Tilt 
on  Menstruation,  price  SI  ;  Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis,  $2.25; 
and  Walsh  on  the  Heart,  $2-:.'5,  These  can  be  sent  per  mail, or  express.  We  have  recently  sent  several  packages  to  Ken- 

tucky aud  there  has  been  no  difficulty  with  them. 
Dr.  J.  S.,  Unadilla,  X.  Y. — Weber's  Anatomical  Plates cannot  be  procured  complete,  a  fire  having  destroyed  the  edi- 

tion in  1Sj9.  The  complete  sets  consisted  of  eight  plain,  and 
three  colored  figures.  The  colored  figures  are  all  destroyed. 
The  eight  plain  ones  can  be  supplied  at  $1.50  per  figure — the 
price,  when  complete,  having  been  $2.50  each  for  The  plain, 
and  i<3.50  for  the  colored. 

Dr.  B.  T.,  Md. — We  can  procure  for  you  a  set  of  Army 
Splints  at  ̂2..50,  which  wouid  answer  your  purpose.  Dr. 
Welch,  of  Lakeville,  Conn.,  makes  a  very  complete  set  of 
gutta  percha  splints,  which  are  sold  at  about  $16,  we  believe, 
neatly  packed  in  a  box. 

Da.  J.  H.  C,  I.NTJiANA. — We  can  get  you  a  pocket  case  of 
im-trumeDts  for  $15  to  $20,  depending  on  ihe  number  of  instru- 

ments. The  price  of  the  Kepokter  from  May,  1SC3,  to  Janu- 
ary, 1S64  (vol.  X.),  is  $2. 

MARRIED. 

Cai^t— BcLKLET. — In  >'ew  York,  on  Wednesday,  June  10, ly  Ilev.  Dr.  Prentiss.  J.  Cleaveland  Cady  and  Julia,  eldest 
dangh'irof  Dr.  Henry  U.  Bulklcy. 
Hakvev — .-MitL. — At  Abingion,  Pa.,  on  the  2d  inst.,  by  the 

Eev.  Ur.  Gray,  of  Easirm,  Samuel  D.  Harvey,  of  Jen- 
kiutown.  and  Mary  B.,  yoan^jest  daughter  of  the  late  Robert 
SteftI,  D  D. 

H..PKix.-j — SrDLER.— On  the  26th  ult.,  in  WlImlngtOTJ,  Pel., 
\>j  Kev.  Bibhop  ̂ cottj  Benjamin  C.  Hopkins,  M.D.,  of  Kent 
County,  Del.,  and  Sallie  B.  budier,  daughter  of  the  late  Prof. T.  F.  Sadler. 
Lamb— WJI.I.IAM8.— By  Rev.  W.  T.  Eva,  on  the  10th  inst, 

Dr.  William  W.  Lamb,  of  Paulwboro',  N.  J.,  and  Miss  Elmira WilUatDB,  of  thi»  city. 
Mitchell— Puj8E.— On  Thursday,  June  11,  at  the  residence 

of  the  Lride'8  father,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  New  York, John  J.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  and  Philena  B  ,  daugh- 
ter of  Norman  liose,  E»q.,  of  Schuyler's  Lake,  N.  Y.  No  cards iMued. 

TH.-^KOfiE— Stewart.— On  the  3d  inHt.,  l)y  Rev.  P.  II.  Mow- 
ry,  Dr.  Thoma»  N  Peurone,  United  Statog  Navy,  and  Maggie, 
daughter  of  James  Stewart,  all  of  thin  city. 

\N  KLfJ» — JAMfiif. — In  Exeter,  N.  H.,  ou  ThufRday,  June  11, 
by  liev.  O.  T.  Lamph^ar,  Daniel  French  Weils,  M.D.,  of  Brook- 

lyn, N.  Y.,  and  Mihh  Jennie  Jamen,  of  Exeter. 
WiLBo."* — Shepherd. — May  14th,  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Speer,  at  his 

re»idence,  JoHfph  Wilj^on,  .M.D.,  and  -Mi.ss  E.  P.  Shepherd,  both of  North  Jackbon,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio. 
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Diopsy  Gun-shot  Wounds  
Intemperance  Marasmus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
PuerjKiral  Fever  Scrofula  
Violence  and  Accidents..., 

.5  a 

to 

B 

'  to 

"p. 

6  ̂  
a 

'2 

1  •  -3 

'z>    «  CO 
0   g  . 

"2  »> 

a  CO B 

i  £ 

1  -go 

T-  0 ^   %  a 

1    c  = 

« 
565,529 21 2,418 177,812 805.651 

117 55 28 ISl 
127 

36 

30 
169 

107 

54 

27 
162 

134 

62 

IS.5 86 

26 
126 

244 

91 58 
350 

43.14 
42.84 

31.49 43.43 184 

40 

227 
53 18 

123 

13 

17 

14: 

"i "2 "4 

"s 

"3 

"9 

5 5 
9 

"3 

3 8 
2 1 4 
2 

"i 

9 

"s 

5 

"5 

is 
4 4 

11 

1 

*i 

13 

"i "i 

"5 

1 5 
4 4 1 2 
1 

"i 

'3 

"i 

"z 

"3 

24 17 

9 

40 

9 1 1 27 
13 4 2 

16 

5 2 

"i 

"s 

2 13 
1 

18 

2 
1 

"e 

"i 

42 



THE 

MEDICAL  AND  SUEGICAL  REPOETER. 

No.  345.]  PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  27,  1863.  [Vol.  X.— No, 

Original  Department. 

Communications. 

A  Visit  to 
EMOKY  U.  S.  A.  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  D.  C. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
One  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Howard  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

At  the  call  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  volunteer 
Surgeons,  I  left  Philadelphia  on  Sunday  night, 
September,  at  eleven,  P.  M.,  in  company  with  a 
large  body  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  to  devote 
ourselves  for  a  time  to  the  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded.  After  numerous  delays  we  arrived  at 
Washington,  and  reported  ourselves  to  the  Medi- 

cal Director,  Surgeon  Campbell.  There  being  two 
Surgeons  and  a  Medical  Cadet  he  assigned  us  to 
duty  at  Emory  Hospital,  situated  one  mile  and  a 
half  due  east  from  the  Capitol. 

Description  of  the  Hospital. 
The  hospital  buildings  are  of  wood,  and  were 

formerly  cavalry  barracks,  but  they  have  been 
modified  and  much  improved  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Skilling.  These  buildings  are  located  on 
the  plain  on  which  McClellan  had  his  celebrated 
reviews ;  the  prevailing  winds  are  from  the  direc- 

tion of  Washington;  a  branch  of  the  Potomac  is 
on  one  side,  but  the  wind  seldom  blows  from  that 
quarter,  else  there  would  be  much  intermittent 
and  remittent  fever,  as  the  river  is  low  and  there 
are  marshes.  On  the  other  side,  the  ground  nearer 
the  city  is  more  elevated,  affording  fine  encamping 
ground  for  numerous  regiments.  The  hospital 
consists  of  twelve  separate  buildings,  besides 
dining-room  and  numerous  outbuildings.  The 
wards  are  one  story  high  and  in  the  form  of  a 
cross.  They  are  ventilated  by  valvular  openings 
under  the  floors,  and  the  impure  and  heated  air 
passes  out  at  the  apex  of  the  roof,  which  is  always 
open  in  the  summer.  It  is  lighted  by  numerous 
windows,  which  can  be  shut  or  opened  at  pleasure 
so  as  to  afford  additional  means  of  ventilation.  The 
ventilation  is  very  good,  for  it  was  found  that  even 
with  the  wards  filled  with  sick  and  wounded  men, 
numbering  over  seventy,  but  little  odor  would  be 
perceived. 

9. 

Capacity  and  Medical  Staff. 
The  whole  number  that  the  twelve  buildings 

could  accommodate  is  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  Surgeon  in  charge,  Dr.  Wm.  Clendexin,  of 
the  regular  army,  is  a  gentleman  well  qualified 
for  the  important  position,  and  one  who  has  seen 
a  large  amount  of  practice  during  this  war,  as  also 
in  the  war  of  Italy,  The  regular  staff  consisted  of 
Drs.  Skilling,  Todd,  McCoy,  Combs  and  Hall,  with 
six  volunteer  surgeons  on  temporary  duty.  On  our 
arrival,  they  were  discharging  all  the  patients  that 
could  with  safety  be  removed  to  Baltimore,  so  as 
to  make  room  for  the  severely  wounded  from  the 
recent  battles  of  Bull  Run,  &c.,  who  commenced 

to  arrive  on  the  following  day  at  one  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Wounds  of  Nerves— Tetanus. 

During  the  eight  days  we  were  in  attendance, 
there  were  ten  amputations  of  thigh,  leg,  and 
shoulder-joint,  and  four  of  fingers  and  toes,  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  without  accident,  and 
with  no  suffering  to  the  patient.  Drs.  McCoy, 
Rall,  Turner,  Goodwix,  and  Turxbull,  were  the 
operators,  and  but  one  or  two  cases  have  terminated 
fatally  since  that  time.  As  many  as  twelve  bullets 
were  removed  by  the  writer  of  all  sizes.  Traumatic 
tetanus  supervened  upon  a  gunshot  wound  of  the 
wrist,  which  shattered  the  bones,  more  especially 
the  radius.  The  patient  was  at  once  placed  under 
the  full  influence  of  morphia.  Subsequently,  a  free 
incision  was  made,  and  numerous  pieces  of  bone 
were  removed.  The  morphia  treatment  was  con- 

tinued, to  which  was  added  chloroform,  camphor, 
etc.  He  had  slight  opisthotonos  when  he  was 
received,  which  gradually  increased,  and  he  died 
at  the  end  of  the  fourth  day.  On  a  careful  ex- 

amination of  the  nerve,  (radial,)  it  was  found 
softened  and  its  sheath  inflamed,  and  but  one 
small,  sharp  spicula  of  boue  found  not  removed. 
Another  case  occurred  previous  to  our  arrival,  in 
which  the  ball  had  penetrated  the  first  lumbar  ver- 

tebra, the  ball  was  cut  down  upon  and  removed, 
the  man  survived  three  days  without  paralysis. 
I  examined  with  much  interest  the  pathological 
specimen  and  saw  the  opening  into  the  spinal 

canal. 
On  the  day  we  left  a  third  case  presented  in  a 

Captain  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment,  who  had  a 
short  time  previously  been  brought  in  from  the 
field,  where  amputation  at  the  middle  third  of  th© 
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the  receipt  of  a  gunshot  wound.    Having  been  ex- 

posed during  the  interval  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  want  of  food,  etc.,  etc.,  he  was  of 
course  much  exhausted,  and  was  placed  under  a  !  bran 
judicious  tonic  and  stimulant  treatment,  and  was  \ 
apparently  progressing   satisfactorily  when  an  ; 
opisthotonic  state  supervened  with  trismus.  He 
now  was  ordered  large  doses  of  morphia  frequently  i         Run,  through  the  muscles  of  the  lower  third 
repeated,  but  with  what  success  is  unknown,  for  i  thigh.    The  ball  afterward  struck  M.  S..  of 

lower  extremity,  the  fracture  box  and  bran  dress- 
ing is  very  pleasant,  but  at  Fortress  Monroe  they 

substituted  wet  sand  inclosed  in  muslin  which 
was  stated  to  answer  as  good  a  purpose  as  the 

Special  Cases. 

Case  I.— J.  L.,  sst.  21,  Co.  G,  5th  Virginia. 
econd  battle  of 

reasons  above  stated. 

Gun-shot  "Wounds. 
Traumatic  hemorrhage  occurred  from  a  wound 

made  by  a  bullet  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  knee  j 
into  the  popliteal  space  ;  it  was  arrested  by  apply-  i 

the  same  company,  breaking  both  thigh  bones, 
and  when  examined,  it  was  not  altered  in  shape. 
Treatment ;  cold  water.    Doing  well. 

Gunshot  "Wound  of  Abdomen.  * 
Case  II.— Lieut.  C.  E.  T.    Gunshot  wound  cf 

ing  a  compress  and  tourniquet,  and  on  consulta-  1  abdomen  in  the  region  of  the  ilium,  passing  en- 
tion  the  proposition  was  to  attempt  to  tie  the  '  tirely  across,  could  see  the  vermicular  motion  of 
artery,  but  the  majority  were  against  it,  and  |  the  intestines.  Great  prostration  with  sloughing 
decided  upon  amputation  above  the  knee,  which  j  pain,  mind  clear.  Treatment ;  brandy  ad  libitum, 
was  performed,  and  upon  opening  the  joint,  the  i  with  morphia  to  quiet  nervous  symptoms;  also, 
condyle  of  the  femur  was  found  fractured,  and  I  as  nutriment,  beef  essence ;  died  in  thirty-sis 
numerous  pieces  of  bone  driven  into  the  artery,  j  hours.  The  ball  had  passed  entirely  through  to 
which  was  in  a  softened  state ;  the  head  of  the  I  the  bowels, 
tibia  was  also  broken.  Case  III. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  gunshot  wounds 
in  the  wards  of  which  I  had  charge : 

The  majority  of  the  amputations,  which  had 
been  performed  upon  the  field,  and  received  into 
the  hospital  were  in  a  most  deplorable  condition, 
having  remained  upon  the  field  without  food,  and 
exposed  to  the  air ;  the  stitches  were  out,  the 
wounds  gaping,  with  ulceration :  the  bones  ex- 

posed, and  were  discharging  most  unhealthy  pus. 
One  of  these  poor  fellows  was  so  bad  that  he 
begged  to  have  his  limb  removed  a  second  time. 

T.  W.  C,  fet.  22,  Co.  I,  25th  Ohio. 
Wounded  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  cf  Bull  Run, 
Saturday  night.  Fingers  amputated  on  the  way 
to  the  hospital;  wound  sloughing,  and  projecting 
bone  denuded  of  periosteum,  five  or  six  pieces 
removed,  cut  down  to  fijrst  row  of  metacarpal 
bones  and  got  a  flap,  which  did  well. 

Case  IV.— H.  H.,  set.  44,  Co.  K,  63d  P.  V.  Com- 
pound fracture  of  elbow  from  a  wound  received  at 

Bull  Run  while  in  the  act  of  capping  his  gun. 
The  ball  passed  out  above  the  joint.  Great  oedema 
with  erysipelas  inflammation  running  up  to  shoul- 

which  was  done  by  the  writer  above  the  knee,  |  der,  pulse  seventy-seven ;  Treatment ;  tinct.  ferri 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  with  success.  I  choridi.,  twenty  drops  every  two  hours.  Applied 
This  case  was  not  in  my  ward. 

There  were  numerous  cases  of  compound  frac- 
tures of  all  the  bones  of  the  body ;  the  most  severe 

were  those  of  the  femur,  which  were  treated  first 
by  free  application  of  cold  water  by  irrigation,  and 
subsequently  by  simple  extension  by  means  of  a 
brick  suspended,  attached  by  adliesive  straps. 
This  is  an  old  plan,  and  one  which  I  have  seen 
successfully  employed  under  Dr.  Cutler,  when 
Medical  Director  at  Fortress  Monroe,  in  cases  which 
he  kindly  showed  me.  The  same  plan  was  also  pur- 

sued at  St.  Jo.scjjh's  Hospital  when  the  wounded 
troops  Wfre  under  the  cliarge  of  Dr.  Wilsox,  now 
of  Camp  Curtin.  The  cases  were  principally  from 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  brought  by  Surgeon- 
General  Henut  II.  Smith.  There  are  cases  which 
will  not  bear  it  at  once,  and  require  a  wire  splint 

I  cold  water  with  a  portion  of  acetate  of  lead  for  five 
:  days  after  the  disappearance  of  the  oedema  and 
i  erysipelas,  when  healthy  pus  flowed  from  the 
wound;  placed  it  upon  a  well-padded  angular 

'  splint,  and  when  I  left  it  was  doing  well. 
!  Case  V. — S.  0.,  Scotch,  aet.  27,  color- bearer 
I  79th  Highlanders.  While  advancing  with  colors 
was  wounded  by  a  shell  in  foot.  Treatment ;  cold 

'  water,  doing  well. 
Case  VI.— A.  C,  aet.  26,  color-bearer  79th  High- 

landers. Advancing  with  his  colors  was  wounded 
in  the  leg  by  a  minie  ball.  Treatment ;  cold  water, 
doing  well. 

Case  VII.— 0.  D.,  set  30,  Co.  F,  51st  N.  Y.  V. 
Gunshot  wound  through  fingers.    Amputation  by 

;  the  writer;  union  by  first  intention, 
i     Case  VIII.— P.  E.,  aet.  30,  Co.  A,  7th  Wisconsin. 

or  swing,  but  I  think  tliat  the  double  inclined  !  Wounded  by  buck  shot  at  battle  of  Bull  Run  in 
plane  or  long  splint  is  not  as  succe.«sful  as  this  three  places,  hip,  knee  and  leg,  all  of  these  were 
simx^le  plane.     In  compound  fractures  of  the   very  painful,  and  upon  removal  suppuration  had 
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taken  place  around  them,  their  edges  being  jagged 
and  flattened  upon  the  bones. 

Case  IX.— T.  M.,  «t.  42,  Co.  A,  11th  P.  V. 
Wounded  in  leg  at  Bull  Ran  with  two  balls, 
found  both  in  his  pantaloons,  fracturing  both 
bones  of  the  leg,  with  extensive  comminution  so 
complete  that  he  desired  amputation,  which  was 
approved  of  in  consultation,  and  was  performed 
by  the  writer  above  the  knee ;  the  muscles  were 
dark  and  soft  and  bled  very  profusely,  there  was 
also  hemorrhage  from  the  medullary  canal  of  the 
bone,  (he  had  been  a  hard  drinker,  and  had  been 
seven  days  on  the  field;}  reaction  took  place 
slowly,  but  when  I  left  he  was  doing  well,  pulse 
good  and  spirits  cheerful ;  some  time  after  I  was 
informed  that  he  died,  of  what  I  did  not  learn. 

Case  X.— H.  B.,  Co.  E,  24th  New  York  V. 
While  lying  on  his  right  side  was  shot  on  the  top 
of  head  by  a  round  bullet,  which,  on  penetrating 
the  bone  was  cleft  almost  in  two.  When  removed, 
after  he  was  seven  days  on  the  battle-field,  the 
writer  found  his  left  side  paralyzed ;  on  examina- 

tion of  the  wound  by  the  index  finger,  there  was 
a  round  body  still  in  the  wound.  The  wound  was 
enlarged  and  the  bullet  was  found  completely 
wedged  in  between  the  bone.  With  a  pair  of 
Pierce's  Bullet  Forceps  attempted  its  removal,  but 
they  slipped  and  brought  away  a  portion  of  lead. 
I  then  took  one  blade,  and,  by  a  prying  motion, 
like  a  spoon  handle,  threw  it  out  of  its  place ;  it 
weighed  three  hundred  and  fifty  grains ;  several 
pieces  of  bone  were  then  removed,  and  the  free 
bleeding  was  checked  by  the  use  of  ice.  In  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two  his  paralysis  became  less, 
and  when  I  left  he  had  almost  regained  the  use  of 
that  side  and  the  muscles  of  his  arm. 

Case  XL— J.  H.,  get.  19,  Co.  K,  2d  Wisconsin. 
Was  shot  through  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  while 
standing  loading  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run ;  a 
round  bullet  also  struck  the  scapula,  which  bullet 
I  removed  by  incision  and  use  of  the  index  finger. 
Doing  well. 
Case  XII.— E.  M.,  Co.  F,  5th  New  York. 

Wounded  at  Bull  Run  by  a  bullet,  which  struck 
the  tibia;  amputation  on  the  field  below  the 
knee ;  extensive  sloughing  took  place ;  bone  ex- 

posed; amputated  at  the  middle  third  of  the 
thigh  by  the  writer,  under  the  influence  of  choro- 
form.  Recovered. 

Case  XIII.— D.  W.  R.  H.,  Co.  K,  24th  New 
York.  Wounded  by  shell  in  frontal  bone,  destroy- 

ing orbital  plate  and  breaking  the  bone  into  nu- 
merous fragments,  making  an  elongated  wound 

of  two  inches ;  could  see  the  brain,  a  portion  of 
which  had  been  lost,  yet  vision  was  not  lost,  but 
there  was  ptosis  from  loss  of  the  attachment  to  the 

bone.  ̂ Treatment ;  careful  diet,  cold  water  dress- 
ing ;  no  pain,  doing  well.    It  is  stated  that  this 

man,  after  he  had  received  this  dreadful  wound, 
actually  loaded  and  fired  ofiTais  gun  at  the  enemy. 

Case  XIV.— E.  F.,  set.  27,  Co.  D,  55th  Ohio. 
Ball  in  right  side  of  head,  breaking  bone  and 
making  a  wound  two  and  a  half  by  one  inch ;  no 
paralysis  ;  appetite  good ;  some  pain  in  head ;  no 
medicine.  Treatment ;  cold  water  and  removal  of 
spiculse  of  bone  ;  hemorrhage  checked  by  ice. 

Case  XV.— A.  C,  ̂ t.  23,  Co.  F,  101st  New 
York.  Wounded  at  Bull  Run,  compound  frac- 

ture of  tibia  and  fibula  ;  from  the  wound  protruded 
a  mass  of  disorganized  muscles  and  tendons.  It 
took  place  while  in  the  act  of  getting  up  to  load. 
After  consultation,  it  was  deemed  best  to  ampu- 

tate at  the  lower  third  of  the  thigh,  which  was 
performed  by  the  writer  with  success,  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.  This  case  made  a  good 
recovery  after  careful  nursing. 

Case  XVI.— H.  Mc&.,  Co.  F,  21st  Mass.  Gun- 
shot wound  with  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the 

fore -arm.  The  arm  was  amputated  on  the  field 
after  the  exposure  of  seven  days.  The  parts 
sloughed,  exposing  the  bone.  After  rest  and  free 
stimulants,  secondary  amputation  was  performed 
near  to  the  shoulder  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 

form.   The  man  did  well. 

GUNSHOT  wounds: 
Of  the  Hip,  upon  which  Supervened  Pyaemia  and 

Kupture  of  the  Liver. 
By  Lewis  Heard,  M.  D., 

Acting  Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

T.  McG!-.,  aged  twenty-six  years,  occupation  a 
blacksmith,  and  a  private  in  Company  H.  121st 
regiment,  N.  Y.  Vols. :  of  dark  complexion,  black 
hair,  dark  eyes  ;  temperate  habits,  except  used 
tobacco  excessively ;  came  into  Finley  General 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  8th,  1863,  with 
gunshot  wound  of  the  left  hip,  received  the  3d  of 
the  same  month,  in  the  battle  of  Chancellors ville, 
Va.  He  was  placed  in  the  First  Ward,  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Logan.  On  examination,  the  ball  fa 
minnie_)  was  found  to  have  entered  at  a  point  near 
the  anterior  inferior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium, 
and  taking  a  direction  backward,  had  been  cut 
out  very  near  the  posterior  inferier  spinous  process 
of  the  same  bone,  having  passed  just  at  tlie  upper 
edge  of  the  acetabulum  and  the  ischiatic  notch. 
No  hemorrhage ;  complained  of  pain  in  the  hip 
and  thigh,  with  inability  to  use  them  ;  pulse  90,  of 
good  strength  ;  slight  febrile  excitement,  moderate 
heat  of  surface ;  some  degree  of  redness  and  swell- 

ing about  the  wounds ;  but  little  discharge. 
Bowels  constipated  ;  tongue  very  slightly  coated  ; 
appetite  impaired.  He  was  placed  in  as  easy  a 
recumbent  posture  as  possible,  water  dressings 
applied  and  an  opiate  given  at  night. 
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May  10th.  During  yesterday  liad  less  fererish- 

ness  and  pain ;  to  have  good  hospital  diet  except 
meat ;  continue  the  water  dressings,  and  to  re- 

lieve the  bowels,  which  were  still  costive,  01.  ri- 
cini  f^i,  was  ordered  to  be  given  in  the  evening. 
Pulse  SO,  full  and  of  fair  strength  ;  thirst  and  heat 
far  less.  Bowels  were  well  evacuated  this  morning. 

May  ISth.  The  treatment  for  the  last  seven  or 
eight  days  consisted  in  an  occasional  laxative  of 
Oleum  ricini  to  keep  the  bowels  soluble,  and 
opiates  given,  pro  re  nata,  to  procure  rest  and  sleep — 
the  water  dressings  assiduously  employed,  and  the 
wounds  kept  clean. 

At  this  time  slight  chilliness  being  complained 
of,  and  the  pulse  becoming  somewhat  accelerated 
and  of  less  resistance,  with  other  symptoms  of  de- 

pression of  the  nerve  power  supervening,  quinine 
in  doses  of  gr.  iij,  was  prescribed,  and  directed  to 
be  repeated  every  six  hours.  Milk  punch,  beef 
tea,  chicken  broth,  and  other  nutrient  articles  of 
diet  to  be  given  ;  a  laxative  every  third  or  fourth 
day  to  secure  a  proper  state  of  the  bowels,  and  a 
dose  of  morphia  at  bed  time.  Local  treatment  as 
before. 

May  25th.  The  above  remedial  management  has 
been  pursued  since  last  date,  but  no  material  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  patient  has  taken  place, 
except  that  the  chilliness  has  in  a  great  measure 
subsided,  and  he  suffers  less  pain  in  the  limb,  and 
there  is  some  improvement  of  the  appetite.  Tinct. 
ferri  chloridi  qtt.  xij.,  to  be  given  every  six  hours, 
alternating  with  Sulph.  quinia.  Same  nutritious 
diet  continued  with  a  moderate  use  of  wine.  No 
change  of  dressings.  The  posterior  wound  has  now 
healed.  Discharge  from  the  anterior  one  free  and 
of  healthy  character. 
May  31st.  Up  to  this  period  there  has  been  no 

change  of  treatment,  as  the  patient  gave  evident 
manifestations  of  gradual  improvement  from  it ; 
is  quite  easy  when  perfectly  at  rest.  Cannot,  how- 

ever be  moved  without  severe  pain,  and  even  com- 
plains of  suffering  from  the  jarring  of  the  floor  by 

heavy  walking  over  it. 
At  this  time,  Dr.  Locate  having  been  taken  ill, 

the  patient  came  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Walter, 
who  gave  unremitting  attention  to  him  till  the 
case  terminated  in  death. 

June  1st.  At  about  ten  o'clock  last  night  he 
was  taken  with  a  severe  rigor  which  lasted  half  an 
hour,  when  moderate  reaction  ensued,  and  at  the 
end  of  one  hour  more  copious  perspiration  broke 
out,  accompanied  with  consideral)lo  tremulousness 
of  the  hands.  This  morning  he  is  still  perspiring, 
pulse,  130,  soft  and  rather  small ;  tongue  dry  and 
brown  ;  some  thirst ;  seemed  cheerful  and  ex- 

pressed hope  of  recovery. 

II.  Quinise  sulph.  3ss. 
Acid,  sulph.  aromat.,  f3j. 
Tr.  ferri  chloridi,  f3ij. 

Aq.  purse,  fgij.  M. 
Ft.  mist.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours.  Diet  as  heretofore. 

June  2d.  Patient  continued  comparatively  com- 
fortable through  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  but 

at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  another  severe 
chill  occurred  of  about  the  same  duration  as  the 
first,  and  followed  by  the  same  train  of  morbid 
phenomena.  On  the  morning  visit,  was  still  per- 

spiring ;  pulse  125,  small  and  non-resisting  ;  tongue 
dry  ;  moderate  thirst ;  tremor  of  hands  the  same ; 
rather  talkative,  and  expresses  strong  hopes  of 
recovery. 

Ext.  valerian  fluidi,  f^ij. 
Carb.  ammon.  3ij. 
Glycerine,  f^j.  M. 

Fiat  mistura.  A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every 
three  hours.  Gave,  also,  in  addition  to  what  he 
had  been  taking,  quinine  in  doses  of  gr.  v.  ter  in die. 

Made  but  little  complaint  through  the  day.  Diet 
the  same ;  no  change  of  dressing. 

June  3d.  Passed  the  night  without  chill ;  was 
somewhat  delirious,  with  sleep  disturbed  ;  skin  of 
natural  temperature  ;  pulse  135,  of  reduced  force  ; 
tongue  still  brown  and  dry;  persists  in  chewing 
his  tobacco,  the  power  of  habit  being  so  great. 
Has,  for  some  days,  had  one  alvine  evacuation 
every  twenty-four  hours.  Tremor  of  hands  and 
arms  rather  increased  than  otherwise.  Seems  to 

require  an  effort  to  speak.  At  twelve  o'clock  he 
was  seized  with  another  severe  rigor ;  pale,  and 
cadaverous  expression  of  countenance ;  pulse 
more  frequent  and  very  small;  and  in  half  an 
hour  from  the  commencement  of  the  chill  he  died, 
evidently  from  the  extent  of  the  internal  conges- tion. 

Autopsy,  Eighteen  Hours  after  Death. 

Body  but  little  emaciated  ;  the  thigh  of  wounded 
side  at  least  one-third  larger  than  the  other. 
Thorax— Very  little  effusion  into  the  left  pleural 

cavity  ;  quite  extensive  old  pleuritic  adhesions ; 
lungs  somewhat  congested,  but  not  the  least  ap- 

pearance of  consolidation.  No  tubercles,  nor  me- 
tastatic abscesses  to  be  found. 

Heart — Normal. 
Abdomen — Vessels  of  the  peritoneal  covering  of 

the  intestines  injected.  No  effusion  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen.  Liver  enlarged  to  one-third  its 
natural  size  ;  of  healthy  appearance  on  its  convex 
surface  ;  but  on  raising  it  and  exposing  its  concave 
surface,  there  was  observed  a  rupture,  commencing 
on  the  posterior  edge  of  the  right  lobe,  some  three 
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inches  from  tlie  apex,  and  extending  transversely 
to  the  left  three  or  four  inches,  and  penetrating  to 
the  depth  of,  at  least,  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  if  not 
more,  at  the  edge  of  the  organ.  A  portion  of  the 
liver — not  far  from  three  and  a  half  or  four  inches 

in  diameter,  through  which  passed  the  rupture — 
was  of  a  very  dark  color,  nearly  black ;  soft,  and 
easily  broken  down  under  slight  pressure  of  the 
fingers  ;  with  hardly  sufficient  cohesion  to  sustain 
its  own  weight.  It  seemed  disorganized — gan- 
grenous. 

On  making  incisions  into  this  diseased  part  there 
issued  a  dark  ichorous- looking  fluid,  not  unlike 
that  which  is  discharged  from  certain  soft  struc- 

tures in  a  state  of  gangrene.  Ko  abscess  was 
found  in  any  part  of  the  liver.  The  gall-bladder 
contained  two  or  three  drachms  of  dark-colored 
bile. 

The  spleen  was  very  much  congested,  and  en- 
larged to  twice  its  ordinary  normal  size,  and  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  having  been  denuded  of 

peritoneum ;  was  of  unusually  dark  color,  and  so 
softened  as  to  almost  faU  to  pieces  on  being  han- 

dled.   Other  abdominal  organs  were  healthy. 
On  laying  open  the  track  the  ball  had  taken,  by 

cutting  across  the  glutei  muscles,  several  ounces 
of  pus  were  discharged,  which  had  burrowed  about 
the  hip  joint  and  ischiatic  notch. 

The  ball  had  passed  so  near  to  the  upper  edge 
of  the  acetabulum,  as  to  wound  the  capsule  and 
open  the  j  oint ;  the  cotyloid  ligament  and  the  car- 

tilaginous covering  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  were 
corroded  and  rough  to  the  feel. 

Ko  further  examination  of  the  limb  was  made. 
May  not  this  case  be  considered  one  of  pyaemia, 
though  not  sufficiently  far  advanced  for  the  forma- 

tion of  metastatic  abscesses,  the  sudden  violent 
congestion  having  taken  off  the  patient  before  the 
proper  stage  had  arrived  for  these  deposits  ? 

It  would  have  been  interesting  to  have  exam- 
ined the  condition  of  the  veins,  to  ascertain 

whether  there  existed  suppurative  phlebitis  or 
not,  but  there  was  not  sufficient  time  given  for  this 
purpose,  and  it  was  not  done. 

How  much  the  rupture  of  the  liver,  and  the  gan- 
grenous condition  of  a  portion  of  its  structure 

had  to  do  with  the  sudden  termination  of  the  case, 
is  a  question  which  cannot  well  be  determined; 
there  can,  however,  be  but  little  doubt,  that 
these,  together  with  excessive  congestion  consti- 

tute the  immediate  cause  of  his  death. 
I  have  frequently  witnessed  great  enlargement 

of  the  spleen,  but  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
one  presenting  the  same  appearance  and  condition 
as  this  one ;  the  rough  and  abraded  surface,  I  think, 
is  not  common. 

It  is  possible  the  patient  may  have  been  suffer- 
ing under  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  malarious  I 
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poison,  although  no  manifestations  of  this  had 
been  observed,  till  a  few  days  before  his  death; 
and  the  symptoms  then  presented  were  those  com- 

mon to  both  pyasmia  and  intermittent  fever  ;  and 
besides  this,  there  has  been  no  miasmatic  disease 
of  any  kind  in  the  hospital  for  a  long  time  as  I 
can  learn ;  but  we  have  recently  had  a  number  of 
cases  of  pysemia,  some  of  erysipelas,  and  one  of 
hospital  gangrene. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  ) 

February  i^th,  1863.  j" Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Gross. 

Reported  by  J.  E.  Owens,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician. 
Staphyloma. 

G.  J.,  aet.  thirty-five.  Staphyloma  of  right  eye. 
We  observe,  in  this  case,  a  tumor  protruding  be- 

tween the  lids,  which  seem  to  pinch  it.  It  is  a 
prolongation  of  the  cornea.  There  are  two  varieties 
of  this  disease,  the  spherical  and  conical.  This  is 
spherical  staphyloma.  A  considerable  portion  of 
the  cornea  is  involved.  The  patient  has  had  inflam- 

mation of  the  eyes  for  a  long  time.  The  cornea  has 
become  weakened  and  attenuated.  It  is  unable  to 
resist  the  pressure  from  behind.  The  iris  is  also 
pushed  forward  and  has  become  adherent  to  the  cor- 

nea, which  has  become  opaque  and  abnormally  vas- 
cular. This  affection  is  incurable  by  local  applica- 

tions or  ordinary  means.  The  operation  should  be 
performed  with  a  view  to  wearing  an  artificial  eye. 
The  most  appropriate  remedy  is  excision  of  the  cone. 
For  this  purpose,  the  lids  being  held  carefully  out  of 

the  way,  the  apex  of  the  tumor  is  transfixed"  with  a tenaculum,  and  the  knife  is  rapidly  carried  from 
above  downward.  Care  is  taken  not  to  remove  too 
much,  otherwise  the  eye  may  collapse  from  the  evac- 

uation of  its  humors.  If  we  remove  too  little,  there 
may  be  a  reproduction.  There  is  great  tendency  to 
effusion  of  the  humors  of  the  eye.  The  cornea  is  so 
much  softened  and  attenuated  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
held  by  the  tenaculum.  The  lens  escapes  through 
the  incision.  It  is  very  much  softened.  The  eye  is 
immediately  closed  by  means  of  adhesive  strips, 
which  must  be  so  retained  for  three  or  four  days. 
The  object  is  to  prevent  the  patient  from  using  his 
eyelids,  which  must  be  kept  perfectly  quiet  until 
cicatrization  takes  place.  The  case  must  be  treated 
antiphlogistically.  Give  the  patient  one-third  of  a 
grain  of  morphia  immediately.  This  is  the  only  re- 

medy in  staphyloma. 
March  26th.  The  wound  healed  without  an  un- 

toward symptom. 

Inflammation  of  the  Eyes— Granular  Lids. 
G.  McC,  set.  thirty.  This  is  a  case  of  violent 

inflammation  of  the  eyes,  occasioned,  the  patient 
tells  us,  by  his  getting  potash  into  them.  There 
is  extensive  inflammation  of  the  sclerotic  coat,  the 
cornea,  and  of  the  conjunctiva.  The  lids  are  gran- 

ulated, but  not  so  much  as  they  were  Avhen  he  was 
admitted.  They  always  exist  simultaneously  on  both 
lids,  but  those  on  the  lower  lid  are  smaller.  They 

I  are  the  result  of  a  violent  form  of  inflammation. 



134 MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 

[Vol.  X, 
These  little  bodies,  which  are  nothing  but  enlarged 
villi,  found  in  such  abundance  upon  nearly  all^  mu- 

cous surfaces,  are  never  present  in  ordinary  conjunc- 
tivitis, -while  they  are  exceedingly  common  in  that 

variety  of  inflammation  which  is  attended  with  pur- 
ulent discharge.  They  sometimes  form  in  an  incred- 

ibly short  time.  By  rubbing  against  the  ball  of  the 
eye,  they  cause  inflammation  of  the  other  structures : 
the  cornea,  the  sclerotic  coat,  and  often  of  the  iris  it- 

self. The  cornea,  in  one  eye,  presents  a  pearly  appear- 
ance, in  consequence  of  the  deposit  of  plastic  matter. 

In  the  cornea  of  the  other  eye  there  is  an  opaque 
spot ;  the  opaque  spot  is  in  the  substance  of  the 
cornea  ;  the  haziness  is  superficial.  In  the  South- 
West,  where  these  granulations  are  extremely  com- 

mon, Dr.  Gross  has  seen  them  form  in  immense 
numbers,  and  of  quite  a  large  size,  in  less  than  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  inflam- 

mation which  precedes  and  accompanies  them.  In 
some  regions  of  that  country,  especially  in  the 
Wabash  Valley,  of  Indiana,  in  the  Mississippi  and 
other  sections,  the  disease  is  occasionally  epidemic. 
Boatmen,  on  the  rivers,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
are  remarkably  prone  to  its  attacks.  The  disease  is 
always  attended  with  a  profuse,  purulent  discharge. 
There  is  usually  much  pain,  and  considerable  swell- 

ing of  the  lids  ;  the  former  often  extends  to  the  tem- 
ples and  face.  In  this  case  the  pain  was  deep-seated 

in  the  ball  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  now  better.  His  eyes 
have  been  inflamed  for  ten  months.  The  general 
health  of  the  patient  is  good.  His  skin  is  moist ; 
the  tongue  is  nearly  clean  ;  he  eats  and  sleeps  well. 

In  this  house,  such  cases  usually  require  tonics  from 
the  commencement ;  but  when  the  patient's  habits 
of  body  are  good,  blood  may  sometimes  be  taken 
from  the  arm,  or  by  leeches  from  the  temples  and 
head.  The  light  should  be  excluded  from  the  eye, 
and  let  in  very  cautiously  as  the  case  improves.  If 
the  patient  be  in  a  room  with  fire  or  gas  light,  he 
should  turn  his  back  to  it.  Let  sulphate  of  copper  be 
applied,  in  a  manner  before  mentioned,  every  forty- 
eight  hours  ;  this  will  be  often  enough.  When  the 
granulations  are  large,  evert  the  lid  and  shave  oflT 
these  bodies  with  a  knife.  Be  careful  in  performing 
the  operation  not  to  injure  the  tarsal  cartilages. 

eave  the  mucous  membrane  from  which  they  spring, 
shaving  off  the  granulations.  There  will  be  some 
bleeding,  which  should  be  encouraged  with  warm 
water.  After  the  bleeding  ceases,  draw  copper  over 
the  part,  in  order  to  prevent  the  reproduction  of  the 
granulations.  Occasionally,  advantage  is  derived 
from  nitrate  of  silver.  Dr.  Giioss  prefers  it  in 
strong  solution,  sixty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water, 
applied  with  a  camel-hair  pencil,  once  a  day.  You 
will  find  all  of  these  cases  remarkably  obstinate. 
There  is  no  specific  treatment.  That  which  we  have 
given  is  a  basis.  Could  the  inflamed  surfaces  be 
kept  apart,  we  could  soon  cure  them.  We  can  cure 
inflammation  of  the  vagina  by  medicated  plugs ; 
chancres  and  balanitis  by  keeping  the  parts  sepa- 

rated by  means  of  lint.  These  are  examples  of  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  separating  inflamed 
surfaces. 

Dr.  GH0S3  is  not  much  in  favor  of  counter-irrita- 
tion. If  used  at  all,  ho  prefers  it  low  down  in  the 

neck  ;  or,  what  is  better,  an  issue  in  the  deltoid.  A 
seton  is  annoying;  a  blister  is  productive  of  no 
good  as  a  revulsive.  Attend  to  the  general  health 
and  to  the  various  secretions.  Early  in  the  case, 
when  the  patient  is  robust,  restrict  the  diet.  As 
the  case  progresses,  let  it  be  more  liberal.  Tonics 
•will  come  in  play  at  this  stage,  and  will  answer  a 
good  purpose.  Give  anodynes  at  night,  to  i)rocure 
sleep,  and  let  the  yjatient  be  kept  warm. 

Mar^lj  ;iGth.  His  eyes  have  iinj^roved  slowly;  qui- 
nine and  iron  have  been  adminiHtercd,  and  in  con- 

junction with  this,  the  following  : 
^    Liq.  potas.  arson.,  qtt.  vij. 
Strychnise,  gr.  1-25.  M. 

8ig.    Ter.  die. 

About  this  time  the  patient  suflfered  in  consequence 
of  severe  pain  above  the  eye  and  in  the  head.  This 
pain  came  on  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Quinine, 
in  ten-grain  doses,  was  prescribed  at  nine  o'clock, 
which  at  first  relieved  it,  but  now  it  seems  to  be 
losing  its  eflfect. 

Weuralgia  of  the  Eye. 

M.  W.,  set.  twenty-seven.  Neuralgia  of  the  eye. 
This  girl  is  entirely  blind.  On  the  left  side  the 
eye  has  collapsed.  On  the  right  side  we  have  that 
variety  of  opacity  known  as  albugo.  It  prevents 
the  passage  of  the  rays  of  light,  and  is  incurable. 
The  iris  is  greatly  diseased,  as  well  as  the  other 
structures  of  the  eye.  The  pain  is  deep-seated  in  the 
ball  of  the  eye,  and  very  severe.  It  begins  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  continues  all  night. 
When  the  pain  is  severe,  there  is  muchlachrymation. 
She  does  not  sufi'er  much  pain  in  the  eye  during  the day,  but  she  has  then  considerable  headache.  The 
patient  has  suffered  thus  for  three  weeks.  She  lost 
the  use  of  her  eyes  above  ten  years  ago.  This  is 
simply  neuralgia  of  the  eye  and  the  parts  around  it. 
This  affection  is  sometimes  malarious  ;  sometimes 
occurs  without  any  assignable  cause.  She  has  been 
taking  five  grains  of  quinine  and  one-third  of  a 
grain  of  morphia,  three  times,  daily.  Let  her  now 
use  the  following : 

^    Quinise  sulph.,  gr.  iv. 
Acid,  arseniosi,  gr.  1-10. 
Strychnise,  gr.  1-80. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  1-7.  M. 

Sig.    Every  four  hours. 
Continue  this  treatment  until  there  is  some  ring- 

ing in  the  ears.    We  use  the  above  as  anti-periodic. 
Veratrise,  gr.  x. 
Cerat.  simplicis,  §ss.  M. 

Let  this  be  rubbed  on  the  temple  and  the  roots  of 
the  hair.  There  are  few  cases  of  neuralgia  that  will 
resist  this  combination.  This  patient  was  discharged 
March  21st,  cured. 

Medical  Societies. 

RHODE  ISLAND  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Fifty-Second  Annual  Meeting. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Franklin  Society's 
rooms,  Wednesday  morning,  June  10,  Dr.  Henry  E. 
Turner,  of  Newport,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 

Dr.  Geo.  L.  Collins  presented  the  Treasurer's  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Librarian  and  Cabinet-Keeper  of  the  Southern 
District  presented  a  verbal  report  of  afl'airs  in  his 
department. Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  for  the  committee  to  name 
delegates  to  afliiliated  bodies,  presented  a  verbal  re- 

port. 
Upon  motion  of  Dr.  U.  Parsons,  the  subject  of 

nominating  delegates  to  other  Societies  was  post- 
poned to  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  December next. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  the  President 
and  Secretary,  were  authorized  to  issue  credentials 
to  such  members  as  are  desirous  of  visiting  other 
societies. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Arnold  presented  the  annual  report  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Fiske  Fund,  which  was  accepted 
and  i)lac(;d  on  file.  No  award  has  been  made  for  the 
dissertations  presented  during  the  past  year.  The 
Trustees  offer  $100  for  the  best  dissertation  on  each 
of  the  following  themes  : — 1.  What  evidence  is  there 
that  inflammatory  and  febrile  diseases  have  under- 

gone any  change  of  type?    3.  Gunshot  wounds, 
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particularly  those  caused  by  newly  invented  mis- siles. 
The  Secretary  presented  obituary  notices  of  mem- bers deceased  during  the  year,  including  the  names 

of  Joseph  Warren  Fearimg  and  J.  James  Ellis. 
The  notices  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication, 

Dr.  Ely  presented  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, approving  the  application  of  Wm.  H.  Traver, 

of  Providence'^  and  Chas.  G.  Buttrick,  of  New Shoreham,  to  become  Fellows  of  the  Society,  which 
report  was  accepted. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  with  the  following  result : — 

Fresident—B-Gnry  E.  Turner,  of  Newport. 
Vice-Premlents—1.  Jervis  J.  Smith,  of  Chepachet ; 

2.  Otis  Bullock,  of  Warren. 
Recording  Secretary— B.  Lincoln  Ray,  of  Provi- dence. 
Corresponding  Secretary — Charles  W.  Parsons,  of Providence. 
Treasurer— 5.  W.  C.  Ely. 
Librarian  and  Cabinet-Keeper,  Northern  District — 

Timothy  Newell ;  Southern  District— T.  C.  Dunn. 
Board  of  Censors  —  David  King,  of  Newport ; 

Joseph  Mauran,  J.  W.  C.  Ely,  of  Providence ;  J.  H. 
Eldridge,  of  Easfr  Greenwich  ;  Wm.  A.  Shaw,  of 
Wickford  ;  Sylvanus  Clapp,  of  Pawtucket ;  Geo.  W. 
Jenckes,  of  Woonsocket ;  Job  Kenyon,  of  Coventry. 

Begistration  Committee— Br s.  Mauran,  King,  Bul- 
lock, Collins,  Snow. 

Committee  on  Publication— T>v&.  C.  W.  Parsons,  I. 
Ray,  and  Ely. 

Auditing  Committee — Drs.  Baker  and  Collins. 
Dinner  Committee — Drs.  Ely  and  B.  L.  Ray. 
Drs.  C.  W.  Parsoks  and  Brown  were  constituted 

a  committee  to  transfer  the  Treasurer's  books  and a<Jcounts. 
Wm.  H.  Traver  and  Chas.  G.  Buttrick  were 

elected  Fellows  of  the  Society. 
Dr.  Mauran  presented  the  report  on  Registration, 

which  was  read  and  accepted. 
Dr.  A.  H.  DuMONT  was  announced  as  orator  for 

the  next  annual  meeting,  and  Dr.  H.  E.  Turner  as substitute. 
An  invitation  was  read  from  the  Rhode  Island 

Hospital  to  the  members  of  this  Society  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Hospital  Corporation  this  after- 

noon. The  Society  thereupon  passed  the  following 
resolution  : — 

Besolved,  That  this  Society  view  with  the  deepest 
interest  the  successful  progress  of  the  movement  for 
the  formation  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital ;  a 
movement  which  began  with  the  medical  profession 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  but  has  now  been  enlarged 
to  embrace  the  whole  State  within  the  scope  of  its 
beneficent  operations  ;  and  we  promise  the  corpora- 

tors of  the  Hospital  all  the  aid  and  influence  which 
we  can  furnish  in  its  behalf  as  physicians  and 
citizens. 

The  Society  then  listened  to  an  address  of  uncom- mon interest  and  usefulness  from  Dr.  David  King. 
The  address  was  suggested  by  the  recent  occurrence 
of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  Society.  It  included,  besides  its  historical 
details,  a  philosophic  account  of  the  various  in- fluences which  made  the  art  of  medicine  what  it  was 
at  the  foundation  of  this  Society,  and  of  those  causes 
which  have  affected  its  subseqent  progress. — Ameri- can Medical  Times. 

American  Dental  Convention. 
The  ninth  annual  session  of  this  body  will  take 

place  on  Tuesday,  August  4th,  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York. 

American  Dental  Association. 
The  regular  annual  meeting  of  this  Association 

takes  place  in  this  city,  on  the  last  Tuesday,  [the  28th) 
of  July  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

OSTEOMYELITIS  SPOISTTAIfEA  DIFFUSA. 

By  Dr.  Th.  Demme, 
Lecturer  on  Surgery  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 

Bern. 
Translated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  R  eporter 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 
Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 

[Continued  from  Vol.  IX.,  page  391.] 
Case  Ninth. 

J.  K.,  set.  twenty  years,  had  suffered  from 
his  earliest  youth  from  affection  of  the  glands.  At 
his  tenth  year  he  was  treated  in  this  hospital  for 
acute  articular  rheumatism.  Since  then  he  had  had 
no  relapse,  atthough  he  has  always  been  sickly.  His 
present  trouble  began  in  October,  1857,  with  a  severe 
chill,  without  his  being  able  to  attribute  it  to  any 
cause.  During  intense  typhoid  symptoms  which  en- 

sued, he  was  attacked  by  violent  pains  in  the  left 

ankle-joint,  which,'  during  the  next  day,  settled  in 
the  thigh  of  the  same  side.  Locomotion  was  imme- 

diately impossible,  and  very  soon  movement  of  the 
knee-joint  was  impeded.  About  the  sixteenth  day  a 
swelling  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  but 
afterward  chiefly  in  the  lower  third  and  in  the  neigh- 

borhood of  the  joint.  After  a  treatment  of  fourteen 
days  with  leeches  and  mercurial  ointment,  the  attend- 

ing physician  punctured  the  swelling  without,  how- 
ever, finding  pus.  On  the  20th  the  patient  came 

under  our  treatment.  The  diagnosis  was  clear  from 
former  observations.  After  fourteen  more  days,  dur- 

ing which  time  the  threatening,  acute  symptoms 
were  restrained  by  means  previously  described,  an 
opening  was  made  by  the  zinc  paste,  about  four  and 
a  half  inches  in  length,  and  thus,  without  the  least 
hemorrhage,  about  three  pints  of  pus  were  with- drawn from  between  the  muscles  vastus  externus  and 
rectus  femoris.  The  periosteum  was  not  touched. 
On  account  of  the  burrowing  toward  the  muscles 
simi-membranosus  and  tendinosus,  repeated  counter 
openings  had  to  be  made.  The  collection  within  the 
knee-joint  was  also  relieved.  About  the  seventh 
week,  the  exhausting  suppuration  and  profuse  diar- 

rhoea threatened  a  speedy  fatal  termination.  Decu- 
bitus corresponding  with  the  movable  tibial  epiphy- 

sis and  at  the  sacrum  appeared. 
Not  before  the  tenth  week,  however,  did  the  lateral 

movement  of  the  joint  diminish.  Luxuriant  perios- 
tial  granulations  extended  from  the  epiphysis  to  the 
middle  of  the  femur.  About  the  fifteenth  week  a 
part  of  this  had  been  converted  into  a  sequestral 
chamber,  which  lodged  a  sequestrum  that  extended 
even  into  the  epiphysis.  The  joint  was  restored  to  a 
certain  degree  of  mobility.  The  epiphysis  of  the  tibia 
was  still  movable.  In  the  sixteenth  week  the  seques- 

tral chamber  was  partly  dissolved,  and  simultaneous- 
ly appeared  an  acute  ojdema  and  tlirombus  of  the 

femoral  and  popliteal  veins.  The  sequestrum  could 
thus  be  broken  into  small  pieces  and  extracted.  In 
its  largest  circumference,  it  corresponded  only  to  a 
part  of  the  shaft,  and  its  calibre  was  greatest  at  the 
epiphysis.  Its  whole  length  was  about  three  inches. 
It  was  also  considerably  altered  by  iuliammation. 
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[Vol.  X. Its  structure  exhibited  several  dilated  canals  and 
confluent  spaces,  and  was  of  a  dark  brown  color  with 
black  spots.  In  a  few  weeks,  by  the  use  of  tincture 
of  iodine  and  pvroligneous  acid,  the  suppuration  was 
diminished.  From  Ihe  periosteum  and  the  interior 
of  the  se^iuestral  chamber,  a  porous,  bony  product 
began  to  form,  which  increased  until  the  shaft  be- 

came almost  double  its  normal  size,  and,  of  course, 
re-established  its  former  firmness. 

Under  the  use  of  tonics,  the  strength  of  the  patient 
was  soon  restored,  the  fistulous  tracks  closed,  and 
on  the  1-ith  of  May,  185S,  (after  two  hundred  and  six 
days,)  the  patient  was  sent,  convalescent,  to  the 
Sciiiniznach  baths. 

Case  Tenth. 

G.  G.,  ?et.  seventeen  years,  a  feeble  and  sickly 
lad  who,  when  fourteen  years  old,  had  suffered  | 
from  typhus,  was  received  on  the  3d  of  March,  ! 
1858.  About  three  weeks  ago  he  was  attacked  by 
violent  fever  and  repeated  rigors,  accompanied  by  a 
boring  pain  in  the  middle  of  the  left  thigh.  In  a 
few  days  locomotion  became  impossible  ;  there  was 
a  greater  fulness  observable  at  the  affected  locality. 
The  attending  physician  detected,  on  the  eighth  day, 
a  wide-spread,  acute  oedema,  and  a  deep-seated, 
well-marked,  and  circtimscribed  tumefaction,  occu- 

pying the  middle  third  of  said  member.  The  parts 
involved  were  dense,  but  not  hard.  The  skin  exhi- 

bited a  bright  red,  yellow  color.  Deep-seated  cords 
■could  be  noticed  corresponding  with  the  saphenous 
and  femoral  veins.  The  fever  had  assumed  a  typhoid 
character.  In  spite  of  the  persistent  use  of  ice  and 
depletion,  the  tumefaction  had,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  week,  already  proceeded  beyond  the  knee- 
joint,  which  was  slightly  flexed,  but  not  tender. 

At  the  fourth  week  an  opening  was  made  by  zinc 
paste,  but  the  periosteum  was  not  divided  until  a 
week  later. 

The  discharge  was  sanious  and  rancid  and  mixed 
with  coagula.  The  bone  was  bare  to  a  great  extent. 
On  account  of  the  pus  burrowing,  twelve  openings 
had  to  be  successively  made  at  the  posterior  circum- 

ference of  the  thigh.  Death  seemed  pending,  from 
exhaustion  ;  nevertheless,  relief  was  accomplished 
in  two  hundred  and  seventy  days.  The  soft  parts 
were  sunk  in,  traversed  by  deep  scars,  and  fastened 
to  the  bone.  The  femur  was  almost  throughout  its 
entire  length  enlarged.  The  lower  epiphysis  double 
its  original  size,  but  not  displaced.  The  previously 
abnormal  mobility  of  the  knee-joint  has  become  less 
than  normal.  The  union  between  the  tibial  epiphy- 

sis and  its  shaft  has  been  accomplished  with  a  pos- terior deviation.  In  the  course  of  the  treatment  the 
case  was  complicated  by  hypostatic  pneumonia. 
There  was  no  necrosis  in  this  case. 

Case  Eleventh. 

This  case  occurring  inF.  K.,  aged  IG  years,  differs 
but  little  in  essential  points  from  the  preceding  two, 
and  its  details  can  therefore  be  excluded  without 
detriment  to  this  contribution. 

Case  Twelfth. 

Eliza  M.,  servant,  set.  19  years,  received  on  the 
23d  of  July,  18G0  ;  of  a  feeble  and  evidently  an<cmic 
constitution ;  was  attacked  about  three  weeks  pre- 

viously by  a  diffuse  osleo-niyelitis  of  the  right  femur. 
At  her  recei)tion,  the  whole  thigh  was  intumcsced 
and  fluctuating,  especially  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  epiphysis.  The  integuments  were  oedematous 
and  presented  a  glossy,  dirty  pale  color.  Distention 
of  the  femur  with  abrupt  termination  above  and  be- 

low.  TuIbc,  small  and  frequent,  exascerbation  in- 

considerable ;  tongue  coated,  no  appetite  ;  diarrhcea 
I  and  considerable  prostration.    The  treatment  was 
'  internally,  tonics — externally,  Tinct.  of  iodine  and 
I  an  incision  along  the  lower  margin  of  the  vastus- 
1  externus  of  five  and  a  half  inches  in  length.  The 
I  periosteum  already  detached  was  divided ;   a  con- 
'  siderable  quantity  of  sanguineous  ichor  flowed  from 
I  the  wound.    It  was  then  bandaged  as  former  cases, 
j  In  the  sixth  week  the  epiphysis  began  to  separate  from 
the  shaft.    Increased  softening  of  the  internal  liga- 

'  ments  of  the  knee-joint,  displacement  of  the  epiphy- 
:  sis  of  the  tibia  posteriorly.    On  account  of  the 
I  several  abscesses  and  the  infiltration  of  pus,  repeated 
I  incisions  were  made.     Threatened  perforation  of 
j  epiphysis  of  the  tibia,  which  was,  however,  prevented 
I  by  proper  position.    In  ̂ August,  1860,  a  favorable 
i  change  was  observed.     Osteoid  growths  of  the 
I  periosteum  extended  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
j  femur,  particularly  thick  near  the  epiphysis,  which 
I  increased  in  firmness.    Normal  form  of  the  joint, 
j  The  only  condition  that  remained  tmaltered  was  the 
I  position  of  the  tibia  which  still  retained  its  abnormal 
i  mobility.    At  the  end  of  September,  the  patient  had 
j  made  still  further  progress.     She  could  raise  her 
1  limb  with  perfect  freedom.    Suppuration,  however, 
I  still  continued  from  the  first  incision.    The  consoli- 
!  dation  of  the  epiphysis,  and  cure,  were  accomplished 
j  by  the  use  of  the  plaster  of  Paris  bandage.  In  October 
i  the  condition  of  the  patient  was  so  favorable  that 
!  she  was  allowed  to  get  up.    But  still,  the  diflfuse 
j  cedema  continued.    At  the  end  of  October,  the  in- 
1  cision  which  was  about  healed,  re-opened  and  dis- 
I  charged  a  quantity  of  ichor,  vrith  several  sequestral 
I  fragments.    Soon  after,  in  consequence  of  a  new 
}  febrile  action,  softening  of  the  osteoid  deposits  set 
;  in.    The  epiphysis  again  moveable  ;  joint  refilled ; 
!  paralytic  weakness  of  the  limb  ;  a  thrombus  in  the 
femoral  vein,  increased  oedema.    Several  abscesses 
which  had  formed  on  the  inferior  and  inner  surfaces 
were  re-opened,  which  also  discharged  some  necrosed 
fragments.    By  the  use  of  Tr.  of  Iodine  the  suppu- ration was  diminished,  and  the  plaster  bandage  again 
restored  the  continuity  of  the  epiphysis  with  the 
shaft.    On  the  1st  of  April,  1861,  the  patient  was 
sent  to  Schinznach.    The  femur  was  thickened  t-o 
almost  its  full  extent.    The  knee-joint  was  almost 
perfectly  anchylosed.  The  patella  inwardly  displaced, 
and  the  epiphysis  of  the  tibia  retaining  its  former 
sublaxation,  and  was  much  thickened.  The  incisions 
were  almost  completely  cicatrized.    The  strength 
of  the  patient  was  considerably  increased  by  the  use 
of  iron  and  cod-liver  oil.  When  standing  or  walking, 
however,  there  was  still  considerable  oedema  and 
impediment  of  the  venous  circulation,  which  was 
shoAvn  by  the  dark  blue  color  of  the  skin.  The 
femoral  vein  was  permeable. 

Thirteenth  Case. 

Elizabeth  P.,  ffit.  20  years,  servant,  a  chlorotic 
hysterical  girl,  was  received  on  the  29th  of  April,  on 
account  of  a  diflfuse  osteo-myelitis  of  the  right  femur. 
About  five  weeks  before,  she  was  attacked  with 
severe  pains  in  the  right  thigh,  without  any  attribu- 

table cause.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week,  after  an 
intense  fever,  a  large  swelling  situated  at  the  lower 
third  of  the  femur  was  observed,  which  pressed 
against  the  tense  rectus  femoris  and  vastus-extcrnus, 
and  which  was  characterized  by  all  the  symptoms 
already  described.  The  circumference  of  this  joint 
was  11  ctni.  more  than  on  the  left  side.  The  knee- 
joint  was  in  this  case  only  temporarily  comprised  in 
the  affection,  but  no  purulent  collection  formed.  At 
the  fourth  week  an  incision  six  inches  in  length  was 
made  and  the  limb  otherwise  treated  as  before.  The 
course  of  the  disease  was  distinguished  by  repeated 
attacks  of  jaundice.  Recovery  ensued  with  sclerotic 
and  osteo-plastic  changes  without  necrosis.  The 
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37 final  cicatrizaiion  of  the  openicgs  vras  rery  pro- 
tracted. The  patient  vra.s,  howeTer,  discharged  on 

the  4th  of  ̂ NoTember,  ISGl,  after  a  treatment  of  189 
days. 

Tannin  in  Diseases  of  the  Kespiratory  Organs. 
M.  WoLLLEZ  has  described  the  results  Trhich  he  has 

obtained  from  the  nse  of  tannin  in  affections  at- 
tended with  excessive  bronchial  secretion.  He  has 

given  the  medicine  in  pills,  each  containing  from  15 
to  20  centigrammes  (abont  2t  to  3  grains):  of  which 
two  were  taken  twice  daily  at  mealtime.  The  treat- 

ment has  always  ■:  een  ̂  orne  well.  When  : :  n^in^ird  for 
a  long  time,  it  trri-.-.d  iwo  orthree  :  ,5 v:  _  ::';I;;ce 
some  nausea  ii^r/ds  :  but  this  cc:,.sed  C'l:  merely 
finspendin_-  il:-  -M-U  ji^e  during  three  or  four  days. 
In  no  case  -^:.£  ':  ':-::i:3,:-  constipation  produced.  M. WoELLEZ  ursr  used  tannin  in  brochitis.  and  subse- 

quently in  certain  pulmonary  congestions,  in  the 
bronchial  dilatation  attending  the  termination  of 
some  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  in  f  liil.isis.    In  bron- 

chitis, with  subcrepitant  rales  occu2:y:ng  at  least  the  ; 
bases  of  both  lungs  posteriorly,  M.  TToillez  has 
given  rhatany  (which  contains  tannin,)  and  also  , 
tannin  itself,  with  the  eflect  of  diminishing  the  se- 

cretion.   He  relates  the  case  of  a  patient,  aged  TO. 
yrho  had  pulmonary  emphysema  with  bronchi::s. 
'and  of  one  aged  67,  who  had  an  attack  of  subacute bronchitis,  in  both  of  whom  four-^rar/i?/i^  doses  of 
rhatany  were  given  each  day  with  distinct  benefit. 
On  the  other  hand,  tannin  has  little  or  no  eiScacy  in  . 
chronic  bronchitis,  when  the  excessive  secretion  has 
become  a  kind  of  organic  habit.    The  preliminary 
congestion  which  attends  severe  fevers,  especially  of 
the  typhoid  class,  has  been  rapidly  removed  tm'der  [ 
the  use  of  tannin  given  in  the  doses' indicated  above.  I In  one  case  especially,  where  the  engormement  of| 
the  bronchi         so  grciit  as  to  pro~duce  extreme^ dyspnoea  _  :  sis,  these  symptoms  were  rapidly  , 
removed   oj  x'^i  tannin.     In  the  intra-bronchial ' hypers ecreticn  which  accompani-s   uncomplicated  ; 
bronchial  dilatation,  tannin  produocd  no  effect  be- ' yond  slightly  diminishing  the  abund:.n:e  e^f  the  ex- 

pectoration.   IM.  WoiiXEZ  also  tried  gr-.lii:  acid  in 
these  cases,  but  with  scarcely  more  marked  effect. — 
Gaz.  des  M6p.  and  Dublin  Med.  Pre^s.  j 

DOMESTIC. 

"Scavengers  of  ICatnre." 
In  the  Eeport  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City 

of  Sacramento,  California,  for  the  year  ending  March 
81,  1863,  Dr.  H.  TT.  Habkness  has  the  foUowing  re- 

marks in  respect  to  the  influence  of  the  terrible 

inundations  of  the  winter  of  1861-2  on  the  public 
health.  They  shew  a  remarkable  provision  in  na- 

ture to  cotmteract  the  evil  effects  which  might  other- 
wise arise  from  de-caying  vegetable  matter. 

"  The  sanitary  condition  of  our  city  dtunng  the 
past  year  fully  confirms  me  in  the  belief  thai  the 
simple  overflow  of  lands,  although  existing  for 
months  during  the  cold  season,  is  not  necessarily 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  locality,  providing 
there  be  not  a  large  quantity  of  decomposing  vege- 

table matter  to  poison  the  atmosphere  upon  its  sub- 
sidence. Of  the  truthftilness  of  this  theory  we  have, 

as  I  think,  ample  evidence  in  the  results  of  the  flood 
we  have  of  late  encountered. 

*'  The  inundation  of  December,  1S61,  took  place 

at  a  time  when  our  city  was  best  prepared  for  it. 
The  vegetation,  already  completely  dessicated  by  the 
autumnal  sun,  had  almost  entirely  disappeared  ;  the 
deposit  of  alluvi-ju  cr  sedimentary  matter  buried  the 
remainder.  This  s : i_i:::entary  deposit,  so  pernicious 

in  many  localities,  was  really  to  us  benificent.'  Had the  supply  of  water  been  derived  from  the  drainage 
of  table  lands,  covered  with  lakes  and  swamps, 

bringing  with  it  the  debris  of  the  previous  summer's 
luxtiriant  growth,  together  with  the  myriad  germs  of 
plants  of  a  microscopic  and  larger  gTowth,  the  re- 
suits  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  far  different.  But 
such  was  not  the  case.  The  water  was  derived  ex- 
clusiveiT  from  ti^-  American  river,  supplied  from  an 
excel- din.iv  ni:un:ainous  and  sterile  tract  of  coun- 

try, furnishing  but  little  of  that  material  which 
would  contaminate  the  atmosphere,  and,  beside  the 
Cottonwood  and  wiUow,  but  few  of  the  germs  for 
future  growth. 

•'•Owing  to  the  above  named  causes  and  the  low 
temperature  of  the  waters,  no  deleterious  effects 
wei'r  :  m-v:i:  oil  its  subsidence.  But  there  were 
those  vrh  J  \  h_i-T::l  that  much  mischief  wotild  restilt 
from  the  grei.:  numbers  of  pools  left  in  every  part  of 
the  city,  and  that  when  these  became  heated  by  a 
semi-tropical  sun.  fevers  wotild  preyail  to  an  alarm- 

ing extent.  These  sad  forebodings  were,  happily, 
not  realized. 

'•'To  the  student  of  natural  history  these  small 
bodies  of  water  were  a  great  source  of  instruction 
and  delight.  In  no  place  on  this  continent,  perhaps, 
was  there  ever  a  better  field  for  the  observation  of  the 
microscopic  world.  In  none,  owing  to  favorable 
accidents,  was  there  a  greater  diversity  of  the  liying 
organisms  which  the  microscope  reveals. 

•'■'  These  bodies  of  water  were  the  favorite  localities 
of  the  vast  family  of  microscopic  plants,  whose 
germs  are  in  many  instances  conveyed  in  the  air. 
Amongst  these  may  be  mentioned  the  Talvoz  Globa- 
tor,  the  BaciUaria.  the  Diatomox  Vidgare.  and  the 

gre:i:  fimiiy  if  "in  ̂ '  /\:gatcij.  all  of  which  are  so 
minmc  as  1 1- e  in":;h.ie  to  the  unaided  eye.  These, 
if  allowed  to  multiply  without  hindrance,  wotild 
soon  fill  the  water,  and,  although  not  noxious  in 
their  living  and  growing  condition,  wotild,  on  their 
death  and  decay,  poison  the  air  we  breathe.  Such 
results  are  counteracted  by  a  new  set  of  living  organ- 

isms more  wonderful  still. 

'•'All  otir  citizens  have  noticed  the  green  Bcmn 
found  floating  on  the  surface  of  shallow  ponds,  from 
which  they  are  accustomed  to  turn  with  disgust,  and 
ascribe  to  it  some  injurious  property.  Push  aside 
with  a  cane  this  apparently  filthy  covering,  and  you 
will  observe  the  water,  which  but  a  day  or  two  since 
was  turbid,  is  now  sweet  and  clear. 

"  Bring  a  portion  of  this  green  scum  under  th€ 
powers  of  the  microscope,  and  it  is  fotmd  to  consist 
of  innumerable  slender  cylindrical-formed  animal- 

cules (the  Enchilia  of  Ehrenberg),  whose  interiors 
impart  the  color  from  their  distention  with  vegetable 
matter.  And  thus  has  this  wonderftil  change  been 
brought  about  by  the  innate  wants  of  this  living  and 
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[Vol.  X. growing  spec,  yarying  in  size  from  1-1200  to  1-400 
of  an  inch  ;  the  matter  wliicli  would  otlierwise  decay 
and  putrify  is  removed  and  its  noxious  effects  on 
man  and  beast  prevented.  Otlier  pools  are  alive 
with  Jfonads,  still  more  minute,  whose  bodies,  from 
the  same  cause,  impart  to  the  water  a  tint  of  paler 
green.  Others,  again,  are  teeming  with  the  Botifer 
Vulgaris  and  the  Faramecium,  presenting  the  appear- 

ance of  a  greasy  film  as  they  float  upon  the  surface 
of  the  water  ;  the  Vorticella  ConvuUaria,  with  its 
wonderful  apparatus  for  obtaining  its  food;  the 
BracMonis,  with  its  tortoise-like  shell ;  the  Yihriona, 
with  elongated  bodies  so  small  as  to  require  an  in- 

strument of  great  power  in  order  to  observe  them, 
and  many  other  varieties,  all  actively  engaged  either 
in  the  destruction  of  vegetable  matter  or  in  preying 
upon  one  another. 
"In  this  manner  the  equilibrium  between  the 

minute  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms  is  preserved 
by  the  action  of  these  living  atoms,  who  have  well 
earned  the  title  of  '  Scavengers  of  Nature."  The 
water  is  rendered  sweet  and  clear,  and  many  of  the 
fairest  portions  of  earth  are  made  fit  for  the  habita- 

tion of  man." 

Pregnancy  of  a  Young  Girl. 
We  find  the  following  extraordinary  case  in  the 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dr.  JosiAH  Curtis,  of  this  city,  in  his  Annual  Re- 

port to  the  Legislature,  of  the  Marriages,  Births  and 
Deaths  in  the  State  for  the  year  1858,  alluded  to  this 
very  remarkable  case,  and  being  much  interested  in 
it,  he  has  since  that  time  collected  the  most  satisfac- 

tory evidence  of  the  facts.  For  the  last  year  or 
more,  Dr.  C.  has  been  at  the  South  with  the  Army, 
and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  portions  of 
letters  wei  e  read  that  were  sent  by  him  : — 1st,  from 
Mr.  Allen  Pi:esbby,  one  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  in  this  State ;  2dly, 
from  Dr.  Alfked  Baylies,  of  Taunton  ;  and  3dly, 
from  Mr.  David  Bassett,  Superintendent  of  Alms- house at  Taunton. 

Mr.  P.  says  (Nov.  15,1858)  Elizabeth  Dray- 
ton was  born  at  the  Almshouse  in  this  toAvn,  May 

24th,  1847;  so  says  the  record  in  the  old  Family 
Bible  belonging  to  that  establishment,  and  so  also 
says  Dr.  Alfred  Baylies,  who  was  with  the  mother 
when  Elizabeth  was  born.  His  book  also  corres- 

ponds with  the  time  and  circumstance.  Dr.  Baylies 
was  also  with  Elizabeth  on  the  first  day  of  February 
last,  when  this  male  child  was  born,  a  nice,  full- 
grown,  plump  baljy,  weighing  eight  pounds,  good 
weight.  These  are  facts,  against  which  there  does 
not  exist  a  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

"  The  reputed  father  of  this  child  is  a  lad  said  to 
be  about  15  years  old,  and  belongs  to  the  State  of 
Maine.  There  are  soinc  circumstances  in  this  case 
which  go  to  j>rove  that  this  jjrccocious  girl  was  preg- 

nant twenty-four  days  before  she  was  10  years  old. 
On  the  first  day  of  May,  1857,  they  were  detected  in 
their  illicit  x>leasures  by  his  aunt,  who  lives  in  Nor- 

ton, with  whom  she  had  lived  two  years  or  more, 
and  to  whoso  house  he  had  come  to  make  a  visit  of 
two  or  three  weeks.  Irnmediatcly  after  they  were 
caught  together,  he  was  sent  home  forthwith  to  his 
father,  who  resides  in  Bangor,  .Me.  The  child  was 
bom  the  first  day  of  p'ebruary,  1H58,  leaving  a  space of  just  nine  months.  He  is  a  fine  little  fellow,  of  a  I 
very  handsome  model,  hair  curls  a  little,  has  a  bright 
blue  eye,  and  to  all  human  appearance  he  has  the 
eeaential  elements  in  him  to  make  a  great  man.  Ilia 

growth  thus  far  corresponds  with  his  age.  The 
mother  is  a  fleshy,  healthy  girl,  and  rather  larger 
than  girls  of  her  age." Dr.  B.  (Dec,  20th,  1859)  gives  the  same  dates  as 
Mr.  P.  for  the  birth  of  the  mother  and  her  child,  and 
says  : — "  They  are  of  pure  Yankee  blood  and  in  fine health.  The  mother  menstruated  once  or  twice  be- 

fore conception,  was  of  good  size  for  her  age,  and 
was  tolerably  healthy  during  gestation,  but  had  a 
rather  lingering  time  at  her  confinement,  which 
lasted  two  or  three  days,  though  perfectly  natural. 
The  child  weighed  at  birth  8  pounds,  and  to-day  he 
weighs  37  1-2  pounds.  The  child  nursed  his  mother 
until  last  March,  at  which  time  he  was  weaned, 
though  from  poucity  of  nourishment  he  was  fed 
somewhat  after  three  months.  The  reputed  father 
of  this  child  was  at  the  time  of  conception,  between 
16  and  17  years  of  age.  The  Warden  of  our  Alms- 

house, both  he  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassett 
think  the  little  boy  uncommonly  smart,  and  in  ap- 

pearance he  beats  all  the  boys  of  his  age  that  I  have 
seen.  He  appears  well  formed,  and  of  great  mus- cular strength. 

Mr.  Bassett  (April  28,  1861)  also  confirms  the 
dates  as  to  the  birth  of  the  mother  and  child.  "  This 
last,"  he  says,  "  is  now  living  with  us  at  the  Alms- house. His  weight  is  46  pounds,  he  is  3  feet  5  inches 
high,  he  enjoys  very  good  health  and  always  has ; 
is  very  strong  for  a  child  of  his  age,  both  in  body 
and  mind,  and  shows  a  strong  desire  to  be  captain 
in  all  the  athletic  plays  which  the  children  generally 
engage  in,  some  of  whom  are  much  his  seniors  in 
age.  ̂   ^  ^  The  mother  was  rather  large 
of  her  age,  and  for  nearly  a  year  was  complaining  ; 
she  now  has  perfect  health." 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Mitchell's  ISTew,  General  Atlas,  containing  Maps 
of  the  various  Countries  of  the  World,  Plans  of 
Cities,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia  :  Published  by  S. 
Augustus  Mitchell,  Jr.,  31  South  Sixth  Street. 
1863.    Price  $7. 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  this  splendid  work.  It 

is  in  large,  quarto  form,  substantially  bound,  and 
contains  fifty-three  quarto  maps,  besides  plans,  in 
all,  eighty-four  maps  and  plans,  added  to  which  are 
twenty-eight  pages  comprising  a  list  of  Post-offices in  the  United  States,  and  some  valuable  statistical 
tables.  These  tables  consist  of  a  comparative  view 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  by  States  and 
Counties,  for  the  years  1850  and  1860  ;  a  table  of 
population,  governments,  etc.,  of  the  world  ;  a  table 
of  distances  between  foreign  ports  and  cities,  and  of 
land  routes  between  places  Avithin  the  United  States  ; 
the  mountains  of  the  world ;  and  the  rivers  of  the 
world. 

The  changes  in  the  map  of  the  United  States,  made 
by  the  last  Congress,  arc  indicated,  giving  the  bounds 
of  the  new  territories  of  Dacotah,  Idaho,  and  Ari- 

zona, and  the  new  State  of  West  Virginia.  There 
are  also  plans  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United States. 

In  such  times  as  these,  when  events  are  constantly 
transpiring  that  every  one  is  interested  in,  such  an 
atlas  is  invaluable  for  reference  and  worthy  of  a  place 
on  the  centre  table  in  every  family. 

Veterinary  Medical  Association.  ^ 
The  Veterinary  Medical  Association,  met  at  the 

Astor  House,  New  York,  on  the  9th  inst.  The  elec- tion of  officers  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  J.  H. 
Stickney,  of  Boston,  for  President;  R.  W.  Cuims, 
of  New  York,  as  Vice  President,  and  A.  S.  Logeman, 
of  New  York,  as  Secretary.  Able  and  interesting 
addresses  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  horses  were 
delivered  by  Drs.  McCluke,  Jones  and  others. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  27,  1863. 

MALIGWANT  SCAKLATIJSTA; 

"  Spotted  Fever." 
In  tlie  Reporter  of  May  23d,  we  spoke  briefly  of 

a  form  of  disease  wliicli  has  for  some  time  been 

prevailing  near  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  which 
has  attracted  considerable  attention,  under  the 

name  of  ''Malignant  Scarlatina."  As  we  had 
seen  none  of  the  disease  ourselves,  we  published 
an  account  of  it  from  the  pen  of  an  intelligent  cor- 

respondent, who  quoted  the  views  of  several 
physicians,  some  of  whom  we  know  to  be  men  of 

intelligence,  and  who  regarded  the  disease,  as 
It  fell  under  their  observation,  as  a  malignant 
form  of  Scarlatina.  We  have  seen  no  description 
of  the  disease  as  yet  that  would  induce  us  to  give 
it  another  name,  though  we  are  aware  that  it  is 

regarded  by  some  as  a  "  new  disease." 
A  correspondent,  who  dates  his  communication 

from  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  denies  emphatically  that 
the  disease  is  Malignant  Scarlatina,  and  quotes 
several  eminent  physicians  of  this  city  as  agree- 

ing with  him.  The  symptoms  detailed  by  our 
cjorrespondent  are  as  follows:  " The  disease  com- 

menced with  a  chill,  followed  by  pain  in  the  head, 
delirium,  and  spots,  of  a  livid,  or  purple  appear- 

ance, each  spot  entirely  distinct  or  separate,  vary- 
ing in  size  from  an  eighth  to  half  an  inch  in  diam- 

eter, and  ragged  in  appearance.  Most  of  the 
patients  complained  of  pain  in  some  part  of  the 
extremities  in  a  circumscribed  spot,  and  at  which 
point  no  redness  could  be  observed.  The  soreness 
of  throat  was  entirely  nervous  spasm,  so  that  the 
patient  for  a  few  hours  could  not  swallow,  but 
this  would  soon  pass  away,  after  which  there  was 

further  complaint.  The  pulse  was  weak  and 
quick,  with  great  nervous  disturbance,  the  patient 
tossing  and  throwing  himself  about  the  bed  so  as 
to  require  two  or  three  attendants." 

As  this  journal  is  a  medium  for  the  exchange 
of  thought,  we  trust  that  such  of  our  readers  as 

have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  this  disease, 
be  it  in  their  opinion  a  form  of  Scarlatina  or  not, 
will  aid  in  elucidating  its  history,  course,  symp- 

toms and  treatment.  So  far  as  at  present  appears, 
we  see  no  occasion  to  dignify  the  disease  with  a 

new  name,  and  have  no  doubt  that  an  intelligent 
comparison  of  the  affection,  as  it  has  appeared 
in  different  localities,  will  place  it  in  an  existing 
classification  of  diseases,  without  burdening  our 
already  too  extended  nosology  with  a  new  name, 
and  until  we  are  satisfied  that  the  description 
first  given  us  is  incorrect,  or  the  views  erroneous, 
we  shall  continue  to  apply  to  it  the  name  at  the 
head  of  this  article. 

BOABD  OP  HEALTH, 
Sacramento,  Cal. 

The  sanitary  interests  of  the  City  of  Sacra- 

mento, California,  are  in  the  hands  of  five  medi- 
cal men,  one  of  whom,  certainly,  we  know  to  be 

thoroughly  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
position.  In  thus  appointing  medical  men,  who, 

by  virtue  of  their  office  are  sanitarians,  the  citi- 
zens of  Sacramento  have  shown  a  wisdom  and 

foresight  that  ought  to  commend  themselves  to 
the  inhabitants  of  every  city  in  the  land.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  labors  of  Dr.  Logan  and 

his  coadjutors  will  impress  themselves  on  the  city 
of  Sacramento  for  all  time,  and  that  thus,  future 

generations  will  have  cause  to  bless  the  policy 
which,  in  the  early  history  of  their  city,  placed  its 

sanitary  interests  in  hands  that  were  compe- 
tent by  education  and  habit  to  recommend  such 

measures  as  were  calculated  to  secure  the  highest 
degree  of  health  attainable  in  a  large  city. 
When  will  the  time  come  that  the  sanitary 

interests  of  all  our  towns  and  cities  shall  be  taken 

away  from  the  mere  politician,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  competent  men  ? 

The  Profession  of  Cincinnati  and  the  Surgeon- General. 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Profession  in  Cincinnati  we  find  in 
the  Lancet  and  Observer  of  that  city  : 

A  meeting  of  the  Regular  Medical  Profession  of 
Cincinnati  convened  pursuant  to  call  in  the  lecture- 
room  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Wednesday 
morning,  May  27th,  to  consider  the  late  Circular 
No.  6  of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States 
in  reference  to  the  use  of  calomel  and  tartar  emetic. 
Dr.  L.  M.  Lawson  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr. 
W.  B.  Davis,  was  elected  Secretary.  On  motion, 
Drs.  CoMEGTS,  Graham,  and  Dodge,  were  ap- 

pointed a  committee  to  report  the  sense  of  the 
profession  of  this  city,  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  on  Saturday,  30th  May. 
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At  the  adjourned  meeting,  there  was  present  a 

large  gathering  of  the  profession,  and  a  full  and 
hearty  expression  of  opinion  was  given  hy  manj 
of  the  gentlemen  present,  endorsing  the  spirit  of 
a  report,  vrhich  was  read  bj  a  Committee,  and 
unanimously  adopted.  Appended  to  the  Report 
are  the  following  resolutions  and  discussions : 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  W.  A.  Hammond 
from  his  position  as  Surgeon-General  would  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  profession,  be  of  advantage 
to  our  soldiers,  and  creditable  to  the  Government. 

Jiewlved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published. 
Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  several 

medical  gentlemen  gave  their  observations  in 
different  portions  of  our  army  and  in  General 
Hospitals. 

Dr.  C.  McscROFT  said  :  "I  have  been  in  the  ser- 
vice eighteen  months,  in  Western  Virginia,  Ken- 

tucky, and  Tennessee,  and  have  seen  no  cases  of 
salivation  or  any  abuse  of  mercury  ;  a  part  of  the 
time  I  have  acted  as  Medical  Director  of  a  division 

of  the  army." 
Dr.  G.  C.  Blackman  said  :  "  I  have  seen  as  many 

hospitals  and  as  many  battle-fields  as  any  man  in 
the  army.  I  was  a  long  time  Medical  Director  of 
General  Mitchell's  Division:  was  two  months  at 
General  McClellan's  headquarters  on  the  Penin- 

sula, inspected  General  Franklin's  Division;  yet 
saw  nor  heard  of  any  mercurial  salivation  or  gan- 

grene." Dr.  Mexdexhall  stated  that  he  had  recently  in- 
spected for  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission 

the  hospitals  at  Washington  and  field-hospitals  of 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  although  his  atten- 

tion was  directed  to  the  effects  of  mercury  as  a 
remedy,  yet  he  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  cases 
of  salivation. 

Drs.  JuDKiNS  and  Comegts,  who  had  acted  as 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  New  York  city  and  vicinit/, 
saw  no  cases  of  salivation  or  gangrene. 

Dr.  Sextox,  who  had  been  over  a  year  in  the 
army  of  Western  Virginia,  had  known  of  no  abuses 
of  the  remedy. 

Letters  from  Louisville,  and  other  information, 
corroborated  the  above  statements. 

L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D., 

I  sion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  of  lumbar 

j  and  sacral  pains,  and  weight  in  the  loins,  men- 
i  struation  very  irregular  and  profuse." 
j     Dr.  Lynch  attributes  these  anomalous  symptoms 
to  the  use  of  rye  bread,  and  infusion  of  rye  as  a 
substitute  for  tea  and  coffee,  believing  that  the 
rye  contains  ergot  sufficient  to  account  for  the 

symptoms. 
Dr.  Lynch  concludes  as  follows:  *'I  remember 

the  remarks  made  use  of  by  one  of  my  professors 
twenty-five  years  ago,  in  a  lecture  on  rye,  the 
celebrated  Bykne,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  which 
he  said  the  grain  was  adapted  only  to  be  manufac- 

tured by  brewers  and  distillers."  It  is,  however, 
only  the  diseased  portions  of  the  rye — the  ergot — 
that  gives  rise  to  the  symptoms  detailed  above. 
If  pains  is  taken  ta  remove  these  diseased  grains, 
no  unpleasant  symptoms  will  result  from  the  use 
of  rye.  This  is  demonstrated  in  the  constant  use 
made  of  it  for  bread  by  farmers  in  almost  every 
portion  of  the  country. 

W.  B.  Davis,  M.  D., Secretary. 

Chairman. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Ergotism  in  Ohio, 

Dr.  E.  Lynch,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  in  a  recent 
communication  speaks  of  some  peculiar  phenom- 

ena which  have  manifested  themselves  in  his 

female  patients.  He  says,  **  I  have  had  under  my 
treatment  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  patients  who  seemed  to  be  unani- 

mous in  describing  tlieir  feelings  in  tlie  following 
manner.  A  continual  nausea,  and,  sometimes,  a 
sense  of  weight  or  pain  in  the  head,  also,  a  dilata- 

tion of  the  pupils,  vertigo  frequently  during  the 
day,  particularly  when  stooping.  They  also  com- 

plain of  lassitude,  a  sensation  of  swelling  and  ten- 

Berkshire,  Mass.,  Medical  Society. 

The  forty-first  annual  course  of  lectures  in  this 
institution  begins  early  in  August  next.  This  is 
one  of  our  very  best  country  medical  schools.  It 
has  been  established  a  long  time,  and  has  achieved 
quite  an  enviable  reputation.  Its  facilities  for 
teaching  are  good,  and  the  classes  are  usually 
quite  large.  Its  summer  reading  term,  which  is 
gratuitous  to  those  who  attend  the  lectures,  has 

just  commenced. 
The  Trustees  have  established  a  chair  of  Military 

Surgery  and  Hygiene,  on  which  a  full  course  of 
lectures  will  be  given  by  Professor  Wsi.  Wabrejt 
Greene. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  where  the  College  is  located, 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  New  England, 
which  is  saying  a  great  deal.  The  society  is  good, 
and  the  situation  altogether  a  favorable  one  for 
study.  The  college  building  is  new,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  purpose. 

Vital  Statistics. 

In  the  year  18G1,  for  which  the  returns  have  lately 
been  completed,  2G  persons  were  killed  by  lightning 
in  England,  44  railway  passengers  by  accidents  oc- 

curring without  their  own  fault,  4  persons  by  hydro- 
phobia, 11  men  were  executed,  63  persons  died  from 

privation,  529  from  insanity,  258  persons  were  acci- 
dentally poisoned,  982  men  and  365  women  commit- 

ted suicide,  (6  of  these  people  were  above  85  years 
old,  9  were  under  15,)  2,351  persons  were  accidently 
drowned,  524  men  and  133  women  died  of  alcoholism, 
16  men  and  24  women  died  of  melancholy,  1  man  of 
rage,  2  women  of  fright;  12,056  men  and  15,317 
women  died  of  no  other  cause  than  old  age.  The 
oldest  person  who  died  in  the  year  was  a  woman  of 
112  in  Flintshire. 
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FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  W.  W.  COTE,  M.  D. 
Geneva,  Feb.  9,  1863. 

(Continued  from  page  111.) 

Prize  Questions. 
The  Academy  of  Medicine  oifers  the  following 

prize  questions  :  To  trace  the  history  of  Pellagra, 
(5,000  frs.,  1st  of  April,  1864);  On  the  application 
of  electricity  to  therapeutics,  (5,000  fr.,  1st  of  April, 
1866) ;  On  the  preservation  of  members  by  preserv- 

ing the  periosteum,  (the  Academy  offers  10,000  fr., 
the  Emperor  also  10,000  fr.,  1st  of  April,  1866.) 
Could  not  some  of  our  American  doctors  enter  upon 
the  list  of  competitors  and  write  some  treatises  on 
these  subjects? 

Obesity. 
I  borrow  the  following  curious  cases  of  obesity 

from  an  interesting  book  just  published  by  M. 
Ferdinand  Cauniere,  entitled,  De  la  Medicine 
Naturello  Indo-MalgacJie.  In  a  well  constituted 
adult  the  proportion  of  fat  is  not  more  than  about  a 
twentieth  of  the  weight  of  the  whole  body.  It  may 
exceed  that  proportion  to  a  certain  extent,  without 
inconvenience,  but  it  becomes  a  regular  disorder 
when  it  reaches  the  proportion  of  one-half.  Indi- 

viduals have  been  known  to  weigh  from  600  lbs.  to 
800  lbs.  A  man  spoken  of  by  Wadd  had  attained 
the  enormous  weight  of  980  lbs.  An  Englishman 
named  Bright,  mentioned  by  Coe  in  the  '  Philo-^ 
sophical  Transactions,'  weighed  616  lbs.  at  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  ten  he  had  weighed  140  lbs.  Bertholin 
mentions  a  child  of  that  age  who  weighed  200  lbs. 
Drs.  Percy  and  Laurent  mention  a  young  German 
woman,  who  at  her  birth  weighed  13  lbs.,  at  the  age 
of  six  months,  42  lbs.,  at  the  age  of  six  years,  she 
could  carry  her  mother  and  promised  to  become  un- 

usually muscular.  At  twenty  she  weighed  450  lbs. 
She  measured  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height.  The  cir- 
cumfer*ice  of  her  arms  was  18  inches.  She  could 
carry  250  lbs.  in  each  hand.  Was  active,  and  could 
walk  for  an  hour  without  feeling  fatigued.  She  did 
not  eat  more  than  an  ordinary  person.  Drank  tea  in 
abundance,  and  was  remarkable  for  her  good  humor. 
As  a  general  thing,  obesity  is  not  accompanied  with 
longevity.  Most  fat  people  are  of  a  plethoric  habit, 
and  the  functions  of  the  principal  organs  are  always 
more  or  less  impeded,  which  naturally  causes  various 
affections.  M.  Cauniere's  book  contains  several 
curious  facts,  and  some  useful  hints,  derived  from 
his  experience  of  the  wonderful  cures  performed  by 
the  natives  of  Madagascar,  who  only  use  medicines 
drawn  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  to  whom 
bleeding,  whether  by  the  lancet  or  leeches,  blisters 
and  cauteries,  are  unknown. 

Logwood  as  a  Disinfectant. 
Dr.  Demartes  informs  us  that  his  plan  of  disin- 

fecting gangrenous  sores  by  the  extract  of  campeachy 

wood,  which  I  mentioned  some  months  back,  has 
been  tried  with  success  in  the  French  ambulances  In 
Mexico. 

Experiments  with  Sulphur. 
M.  DiETZENBACHER  of  Germany,  has  published  an 

account  of  some  curious  modifications  which  might 
be  produced  in  sulphur,  by  a  small  quantity  of  iodine, 
bromine,  or  chlorine.  Sulphur  then  becomes  mal- 

leable at  the  ordinary  temperature,  and  remains  so 
for  a  length  of  time.  It  is  moreover  transformed  into 
insoluble  sulphur,  discovered  some  years  ago  by  M. 
Charles  St.  Claire  Deville.  If  400  parts  of  sul- 

phur be  heated  with  one  part  of  iodine,  at  a  temper- 
ature of  356  degrees  F.,  the  mixture,  when  cold, 

presents  a  mass  possessing  elasticity,  which  it  pre- 
serves some  time.  Iodide  of  potassium  produces  the 

same  effect.  Sulphur,  thus  treated,  becomes  insolu- 
ble in  the  sulphuret  of  carbon,  which,  however,  as- 

sumes a  violet  color.  Bromine  mixed  with  sulphur, 
in  the  proportion  of  1  per  cent.,  produces  a  yellow 
mass  resembling  wax,  and  much  softer  than  the  pre- 

ceding one.  Only  about  20  per  cent,  of  this  com- 
pound will  dissolve  in  the  sulphuret  of  carbon.  A 

current  of  chlorine  passed  over  sulphur  at  a  tem- 
perature of  475  deg.  F.,  produces  a  mass  which  is 

easily  drawn  into  threads,  and  the  fragments  of 
which  will  join  by  pressure.  After  handling  it  for  a 
few  hours  it  will  suddenly  become  hard  and  insoluble 
in  the  sulphuret  of  carbon. 

Manufacture  of  Sugar. 
M.  Reynold  writes  on  the  application  of  bisulphite 

of  lime  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  He  states  that 
this  bisulphite,  when  used  alone  without  any  admix- 

ture of  lime,  is  extremely  hurtful,  even  when  the 
nature  of  the  juice  requires  it,  since  it  not  only  does 
not  replace  the  lime  as  a  purifying  substance,  but 
also  leads  to  transformations  which  cause  a  great 
deal  of  sugar  to  be  lost.  Thus  the  sulphurous  acid, 
of  the  bisulphite,  in  absorbing  oxygen,  is  trans- 

formed into  sulphuric  acid,  while  the  remaining  sul- 
phite is  changed  into  sulphate  of  lime.  Now, 

sulphuric  acid,  when  brought  into  contact  with  cane 
sugar,  transforms  it,  first,  into  grape  sugar,  and  then, 
by  further  action,  into  ulmic  and  formic  acid,  and 

also  into  ulmina.  "Whenever,  therefore,  the  bisul- 
phite of  lime  is  used,  it  ought  to  be  mixed  with  an 

excess  of  lime.  The  juice  of  the  cane  should  never 
present  the  slightest  acid  reaction  when  brought  into 
contact  with  litmus  paper. 

Ventilation. 

You  remember  that  a  few  months  ago  I  mentioned 
an  interesting  paper  by  Gen.  Morin,  on  the  ventila- 

tion produced  in  apartments  by  fire-places.  Since 
then  he  has  chosen  for  his  experiment  the  room  of 
the  Director  of  the  Conservatoire  des  Arts  et  Mitiers. 
This  room  may  be  heated  at  pleasure,  either  by  a  fire 
in  the  fire-place,  or  by  a  mouth  of  the  calorifire  of 
the  establishment.  Experiments  were  first  instituted 
to  ascertain  the  volume  of  air  evacuated  by  the  fire- 

place by  the  mere  action  of  the  difference  of  tem- 
perature of  the  outer  and  inner  atmosphere.  This 



142 CORRESPONDENCE. 

[Vol.  X. twtural  Tentilatiou  was  found  to  be,  on  an  average, 
400  cubic  metres  of  air  per  lioiir,  wben  the  outer 

temperature  was  between  35.3  and  50  Falir.,  and  the 
inner  temperature  was  between  64.4  and  71.6  Fahr. 
Hence,  this  room  is  sufficiently  ventilated  by  the 
mere  aspiration  of  the  chimney,  even  when,  instead 
of  one  person,  it  contains,  as  it  sometimes  happens, 
ten  or  twelve.  Direct  experiments  afterward  showed 
that  the  mouth  of  the  calorifire  introduced  157  cubic 

metres  of  air  at  68  F.  per  hour,  when  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  calorifire  was  between  158  and  212  ;  but 

when  the  temperature  of  the  calorifire  was  113  de- 

grees, it  only  furnished  123  cubic  metres.  The  quan- 
tity of  air  thus  introduced  through  the  interstices  of 

two  windows  and  two  doors  was  found  to  be  246 

cubic  metres  per  hour.  The  fire-place  drew  from 
1.200  to  1.300  cubic  metres  of  air  per  hour,  the 
amount  of  wood  consumed  being  8.26  kilogrammes, 

(about  16  lbs.)  per  hoiu\  The  same  quantity  of  air 
was  drawn  when  the  fire  consisted  of  coal,  the  quan- 

tity burnt  being  4  kilogrammes,  >8  lbs.)  per  hour. 
From  these  experiments,  it  appears  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  warmth  produced  by  combustibles  in 
an  apartment,  is  carried  oflf  through  the  chimney, 
and  the  only  useful  part  of  it  is  obtained  by  radia- 
tion. 

(To  be  continued.) 

DOMESTIC. 

A  TUMOR  OF  THE  FOOT 
Weighing  Nineteen  Pounds. 
Snow  Hill,  Md.,  Ju^ie  2d,  1863. 

Editor  Med.  at^h  Surg.  Keporter  :~Thinking 
that  this  case,  (from  the  size  of  the  tumour  in  that 
locality)  is  a  rare  one,  and  that  for  this  reason  it  may 
be  regarded  as  one  of  interest,  I  propose  to  report  it. 

It  occurred  in  a  woman  of  nervous  temperament- 
set.  30,  at  the  time  of  its  removal.  It  first  appeared 
in  early  childhood  (at  which  time,  from  what  I  have 
learned  of  the  history  of  the  case,  it  seemed  to  be  a 
mere  swelling  of  the  ankle  joint)  and  increased  in 
size  until  or  nearly  to  the  time  it  was  removed. 

Tlic  tumor  was  adherent  to  the  skin,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  close  connection  with  the  joint.  The  foot 
had  never  grown  to  the  normal  size,  and  the  leg, 
whicli  seemed  to  have  indurated  veins  on  the  lower 
portion,  had  wasted  very  much  within  a  few  years. 
The  pulse  and  expression  of  the  countenance  indi- 

cated debility  and  grave  suffering.  The  skin  and 
superficial  veins  of  the  lower  half  of  the  leg  being 
involved,  as  well  as  from  tlie  great  bulk  of  the  tumor 
and  the  small  size  and  deformity  of  the  foot,  ampu- 

tation, below  the  knee,  was  decided  upon.  The 
patient  did  not  at  first  assent  to  it,  but  it  was  not 
long  before  her  sufTcring  was  such  that  she  begged 
to  liavc  it  done.  Assisted  by  Dr.  Ui'SUUk,  I  ampu- 

tated the  limb  about  five  inches  below  the  knee.  The 
stump  was  licaled  within  three  or  four  weeks.  If 
microscopic  evidence  can  be  relied  upon,  this  tumor 
(twelvemonths  prior  to  the  operation)  might  have 
been  regarded  as  what  has  been  described  as  '  re- 

curring fibroid.'  Weight  of  tumor  with  foot  and 
portion  of  leg  amputated,  twenty-one  and  three- 
fourths  pounds,  the  tumor  alone  weighing  upward 
of  nineteen  pounds. 

J.  B.  R.  PURNELL. 

GARIBALDI  PROBE. 
Philadelphia,  yune  13,  1863. 

Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : — The 
ingenuity  of  Nelaton  having  furnished  a  much 
needed  instrument  in  the  bisque  probe  for  the  detec- 

tion of  the  presence  of  musket  balls  lodged  in  the 
body,  in  eases  where  the  diagnosis  lies  between  bone 
and  lead  ;  and  the  procuration  of  bisque  rods  being 
often  difficult,  I  have  to  advise  the  use  of  white,  or 
opalescent  glass  as  a  substitute.  I  have  frequently 
and  successfully  made  use  of  the  latter  myself,  du- 

ring the  past  five  months,  in  cases  of  doubt,  in  the 
Sixteenth  street  U.  S.  A.  Hospital,  and  am  sure  that 
it  possesses  every  advantage  of  the  former  material, 
beside  another  of  great  value  often  times,  in  that  it 
is  readily  obtainable  at  any  glass  store,  and  is  quite 
inexpensive.  A  rod  of  the  requisite  thickness  and 
color  may  be  simply  and  readily  prepared  by  first 
rounding  the  end  a  little,  by  holding  it  in  the  flame 

of  a  spirit  lamp,  and  then  rasping  it  ofi"  with  emory 

paper. 
This,  passed  down  and  slowly  rotated,  with  gentle 

pressure  against  the  ball,  will  attach  to  itself  the 
leaden  mark  so  intimately,  as  to  again  require  the 
use  of  the  emory  paper  to  entirely  remove  it. 

Edw.  L.  Duer,  M.  D. 

DISEASE  OF  CERVICAL  NERVES. 

PouGHKEEPsiE,  N.  Y. ,  J^i/ne  II,  1863. 
Editor  Medical  and  Surgical,  Reporter  : — Du- 

ring the  month  of  August  last,  a  man  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  a  painter  by  trade,  called  on  me,  and 
wished  to  know  if  I  could  cure  him,  if  not,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  give  up  work  and  die.  He  said  that  he  had 
advised  with  a  number  of  physicians  in  relation  to 
his  case,  and  as  yet  had  not  received  any  ben(jfit,  and 
that  now,  his  life  had  become  almost  insupportable 
to  him. 

He  said,  in  1855  a  pain  seized  him  on  the  left  side 
of  his  neck,  on  a  line  with  tha  fourth  cervical  verte- 

bra, which  felt  to  him  like  the  sting  of  a  bee.  After 
remaining  there  for  some  months,  it  appeared  to  ex- 

tend to  the  opposite  side  of  the  neck  on  a  line  with 
the  same  vertebra. 

From  these  two  points  the  pain,  accompanied  with 
extreme  sensibility  of  the  skin,  spread  over  the  front 
of  the  neck,  down  to  the  shoulders,  and  over  the  fore 
part  of  the  chest.  At  times,  he  said,  he  would  feel 
intense  pain  at  the  extremity  of  the  coccyx  and  in 
liis  heels.  For  a  long  time  he  could  neither  wear 
shirt  collars  nor  suspenders  from  the  great  pain  they 
caused  him. 

Sometimes  he  would  be  obliged  to  pass  the  greater 
part  of  the  nights  in  walking  the  floor  and  rubbing 
his  neck.   Latterly,  he  said,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
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to  obtain  a  nlglit's  rest.  When  he  lay  down  it  was 
necessary  to  bolster  himself  up  in  order  that  no  pres- 

sure should  be  made  on  his  neck. 
On  examination,  I  found  it  gave  him  great  pain  to 

make  pressure  on  any  one  of  the  cervical  vertebrse 
above  the  fifth.  This  circumstance  led  me  to  think  that 
the  cause  of  his  suffering  was  in  consequence  of  a 
disease  at  the  roots  of  the  cervical  nerves.  In  accord- 

ance with  this  diagnosis,  I  began  the  treatment.  An 
issue  of  the  size  of  a  dime  was  made  over  the  fourth 
cervical  vertebra  with  caustic  potassa.  An  issue  has 
been  kept  discharging  over  one  of  the  vertebrae  for 
at  least  eight  months. 

After  the  issue  had  been  discharging  for  some  time, 
I  commenced  giving  him  Hydriodate  of  potassa  in 
three  grain  doses,  three  times  a  day.  He  is  so  much 
better  now,  that  he  considers  himself  cured. 

His  gratitude  is  unbounded,  to  think  he  has  ob- 
tained relief  from  those  sufferings  that  he  endured  so 

many  years. 
Pek  Lee  Pine,  M.  D. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

United  States  General  Hospital  Heport. 
Report  of  the  number  of  beds  occupied  by  the  sick, 

number  of  vacant  beds,  and  total  number  of  beds,  in 
the  United  States  General  Hospitals,  for  the  week 
ending  May  9,  1863. 

Localities.                 Occupied.  Vacant.  Total. 
Department  of  Washington                7,964  6,126  14,090 
Baltimore  District.  Middle  Dep't          3,941  6,623  10.564 Philadelphia  District,  Middle  DepH..  3,830  7,916  11,746 
Department  of  the  East                      3,8.53  5,947  9,800 
Department  of  Virginia,  '1,172         678  1,850 District  of  Western  Virginia                 776         563  1,339 

District  of  

O
h
i
o
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,146         553  2,699 

District  of  Kentucky                         3,092  2,572  5,664 
District  of  Indiana.^                          1,161  1,227  2,388 
District  of  Illinois.. f"                          1,200         567  1.767 Department  of  Mi.ssouri.-.                   2,783  3,981  6,764 Department  of  the  Cambcrland            5,662  4.542  10.204 
Department  of  the  Tennessee..             2,333  2,055  4,388 
Department  of  the  Northwest-              544  1,129  1,673 Department  of  North  Carolina              931         384  1,315 
Department  of  the  South                      387         203  690 
Department  of  the  Gulf.                      3.176         976  4,152 

44,951     46,042  90,993 
It  is  in  contemplation  to  close  several  of  the  hos- 

pitals in  Baltimore  and  other  cities,  particularly  those 
for  which  the  United  States  is  paying  high  rent. 

Names  of  Hospitals. — The  General  Hospital  Ocean 
House,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  has  been  called  the  "Bal- 

four" Hospital,  in  memory  of  Surgeon  Balfour, 
who  died  in  1830,  after  thirtj^-eight  years'  service  in 
the  army  and  navy. 

The  General  Hospital  "  Stewart's  Mansion,"  Balti- 
more, Md.,  has  been  called  the  "  Jarvis"  Hospital,  in memory  of  the  late  Surgeon  N.  S.  Jarvis,  United 

States  army,  who  died  while  Medical  Director  of  the 
Middle  Department. 

The  General  Hospital,  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  to  be  known  as  the  "Mower"  Hospital,  in memory  of  the  late  Surgeon  Thomas  Mower,  United 
States  army,  for  many  years  Chief  Medical  Purveyor, 
United  States  army. 

The  General  Hospital,  at  West  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
to  be  known  as  the  "Satterlee"  Hospital,  in  honor of  the  eminent,  faithful  and  meritorious  service  of 
Surgeon  R.  S.  Satteklee,  United  States  army. 

The  General  Hospital,  at  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York, 
to  be  known  as  the  "McDougall"  Hospital  in  honor 

of  the  eminent  services  of  Surgeon  Charles  McDou- 
gall, United  States  army. 

The  General  Hospital,  at  David's  Island,  New  Tork, 
to  be  known  as  the  "De  Camp"  Hospital,  in  honor 
of  the  long  and  faithful  services  of  Surgeon  S.  G.  I. 
De  Camp,  United  States  army. 

Appoiniments. 
Drs.  William  F.  Norris,  Edward  Cowles,  and 

Michael  Hillary,  have  been  appointed  Assistant 
Surgeons  in  the  regular  army. 

Medical  Director. 

Surgeon  J.  G.  Hatchitt,  U.  S.  A.,  is  Medical 
Director  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Kentucky,  Ash- land, Ky. 

Hospitals  in  Nashville. 
Nashville  is  the  base  of  operations  of  the  army  of 

the  Cumberland  under  Gen.  Rosecrans.  A  corres- 
pondent of  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times  says  : 

Nearly  all  its  churches  and  public  buildings,  such  as 
High  Schools,  University,  Medical  College,  Gun  Fac- 

tory, are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 
There  are  24  hospitals  here,  containing  each  an  aver- 

age about  200  patients.  I  have  examined  several  of 
them,  and  find  their  condition  excellent,  comparing 
well  with  that  of  the  Washington  City  Hospitals, 
wliich  are  often  made  the  subject  of  high  encomium. 
They  are  much  superior,  I  learn,  to  those  of  Louis- 

ville and  Cincinnati,  as  a  rule.  The  buildings  used 
for  the  purpose  here,  are  nearly  all  spacious  with  su- 

perb ventilation,  and  from  being  located  many  of 
them  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  on  elevated 
ground,  enjoy  fresh,  cool  air,  with  wide  and  beauti- 

ful views  of  the  surrounding  country — a  circumstance 
of  great  importance  to  the  valetudinarian.  Our  brave, 
sufl'ering  soldiers  well  deserve  all  the  comforts  that can  be  rendered  them. 

A  Magnificent  Hospital. 
We  learn  that  the  Government  has  purchased  120 

acres  of  land  a  short  distance  north  of  Jeffersonville, 
Indiana,  on  the  Ohio  river,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 

ing an  extensive  hospital  for  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  West.  The  various  build- 

ings (and  we  presume  a  burying  ground)  are  to  cover 
eo^acres,  while  the  other  60  acres  are  to  be  laid  out into  a  garden,  to  raise  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the 
occupants  of  the  hospital,  and  on  which  the  conva- 

lescents will  be  employed.  The  hospital  is  intended 
to  accommodate  3000  persons,  is  to  be  made  a  per- 

manent institution,  and,  consequently,  will  be  con- 
structed with  the  greatest  care  as  regards  convenience. 

It  is  to  be  furnished  with  gas,  water  from  the  river, 
and  every  modern  improvement  that  experience  has 
demonstrated  of  value,  or  the  laws  of  hygeia  can 
suggest  as  desirable.  Contrabands  are  daily  expected 
to  arrive  from  the  other  side  of  the  Ohio  river  to 
commence  leveling  the  ground  and  preparing  it  for 
the  erection  of  the  buildings.  These  contrabands 
are  to  be  used  for  the  double  purpose  of  giving  them 
employment,  and  because  such  labor  is  very  scarce. 
The  situation  is  a  commanding  one,  capable  of  being 
made  very  beautiful  by  the  appliances  of  art,  and  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  overflow  from  the  river,  as  .it  is 
elevated  land.  —Indianapolis  Gazette. 

:A  Ready  Method  with  Quacks. 
Dr.  T.  K.  Chambers  reports  the  following  case  in 

the  London  Lancet. 
Sir, — Yesterday  morning,  the  Rev.  Mr.   ,  an 

old  patient  of  mine,  came  and  told  me  that  he  had 
been  consulting  the  notorious  Dr.  ,  a  registered 
M.R.C.S.  The  doctor  told  him  he  had  spermatorr- 

hoea, pretended  to  put  some  of  his  urine  under  a  mi- 
croscope, and  showed  him  a  multitude  of  very  lively 
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cine wliicli  blackened  the  teeth,  made  him  walk  about 

the  room  and  then  pass  some  more  urine.  In  the 
second  specimen  only  one  animalcule  was  exhibited, 
and  thus  the  power  of  the  medicine  was  proved.  Then 
£100  was  demanded  for  a  box  of  it  suflicient  to  effect 
a  cure.  My  patient  had  not  got  £100  ;  and  finally  a 
compromise  was  arranged,  by  which  he  gave  a  bill 
at  four  months  for  £Sb.    I  instantly  sent  a  note  to 
Dr.  ,  demanding  that  the  bill  should  be  returned 
within  twenty-four  hours .  This  morning  it  was  brought 
to  me. 

I  make  public  this  case  of  the  efficacy  of  mild  treat- 
ment, because  the  drastic  eflfects  of  fuller  legal  meas- 

tires  sometimes  deter  people  from  applying  them. 
Slaughter  in  War. 

The  Seinie  Contemporahie  publishes  an  article  by 
Count  DE  LATOUR,on  the  important  part  which  cavalry 
is  likely  to  play  in  future  wars.  The  Count  among 
other  things,  says  that  the  opinions  now  generally 
held  regarding  the  power  of  fire-arms  are  vastly  ex- 

aggerated, and  show  that  many  more  men  were  lost 
in  the  great  battles  of  the  empire  than  in  the  last 
Italian  campaign.  At  Austerlitz  the  Russians  lost  30 
per  cent.,  the  Austrians  44  per  cent  of  their  army ; 
the  French  lost  14  per  cent.  At  Wagram,  the  loss  of 
the  Austrians  was  14,  that  of  the  French,  13  per  cent. 
At  La  Moskowa  the  Russians  lost  44  per  cent.,  at 
Waterloo  the  allies  31  per  cent.,  the  French  36  per 
cent.  At  Magenta,  on  the  contrary,  the  Austrian 
loss  was  not  more  than  8  per  cent.,  that  of  the  French 
only  7 ;  at  Solferino  the  Austrians  sustained  a  similar 
loss,  and  the  Franco-Sardinians  only  lost  one-tenth. 
This  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  long  range 
obliges  the  projectile  to  describe  a  large  curve ;  thus, 
according  to  M.  d'Azemar,  if  the  column  of  the  place Vendome  was  placed  between  the  gun  and  the  mark, 
the  latter  being  at  a  distance  of  tAventy-five  himdred 
yards,  the  projectile  would  pass  over  it  without  touch- ing. 

Bemains  of  Gigantic  Animals. 
Russian  geologists  are  making  preparations  to  pro- 

mote the  discovery  of  congealed  remains  of  mam- 
moth animals  in  Siberia.  It  is  stated  that  during  the 

last  two  centuries  at  least  20,000  mammoths,  and  pro- 
bably twice  or  thrice  that  number,  have  been  washed 

out  of  the  ice  and  soil  in  which  they  were  inbedded, 
by  the  action  of  the  spring  floods.  The  tusks  only 
have  been  preserved,  for  their  commercial  value  in 
ivory.  An  effort  is  now  to  be  made  for  the  discovery 
and  preservation  of  one  of  these  carcases  as  perfect 
and  entire  as  possible,  as  it  is  considered  that  micro- 

scopic investigation  of  the  contents  of  its  stomach 
might  throw  a  powerful  light  on  a  host  of  geological 
and  physiological  problems. 

MARKIED. 

Browne— DuwoMsoN— May  2<1,  1S63,  in  St.  John's,  Pad- dington,  by  the  Kev.  Francis  Palmer,  John  Browne,  Esq.,  of 
the  3Iilitary  Hlore  Staff,  and  Mary  Emma,  only  danghter  of 
Ilobley  DuDgli«on,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Iu8titntes  of  Medi- 

cine iu  the  Jcfferf?on  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  U.  S. — DMin  Med.  Press. 
Bki.I/— KoBiNsoi*.— In  Skowhegan,  Maino,  June  l.'Jth,  by  Rev. Temple  Cofler,  J.  B.  Bell,  M.D.,  of  Augusta,  and  M.  Pauline 

liobinHf  n,  of  Skowhegan. 
Bofi^T— Gkovk.— Oil  Thursday  evening,  the  11th  infltant, by  the  Rev.  Edmund  Leaf,  Dr.  W.  C.  Bosset  and  MiHS  Mary 

Kagan  Grove,  both  of  Douglassvillp,  BerkH  county,  Pa. 
EvA5» — JonKHO.s. — In  this  city,  17lh  instant,  by  the  Rev. 

Dr.  Leeds,  David  J.  Evan«,  M.D.,  and  Misa  Kebecca  M.  John- son. 
Jo.fP.H — Tatlor.— On  Tnewlay  evening,  the  16th  instant,  by 

the  K<;v.  JoKoph  .Metcalfe,  William  H  Jones,  M  D.,  of  this  city, 
and  MiHM  Sadin  I.  Taylor,  of  Frankford, 

RA5KI.V — .Sf'KKijy. — At  PittHburg,  Pa.,  Juno  4th,  by  Rev. 
Byron  Portfr,  l^r.  D.  0.  Rankin  and  Miss  Magtrie  A.,  daughter 
of  Captain  Hugh  M.  Speedy,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa. 

Roni."«*<o.'» — BcTTLRR. — At  Erio,  Pa.,  on  the  2<1  inntant,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Kf.binKon,  S.  A  Robin«(OD,  M.D.,  of  Girard,  Pa.,  and 
Miss  Esther,  eldest  danghter  of  Colonel  Hiram  Batlcr. 

DIED. 
Davol.— In  "Warren,  R.  I.,  on  the  12th  instant,  Dr.  Wm.  H Davol,  aged  39  years,  a  native  of  Warren,  but  for  the  last  ten years  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Hamill.— On  Monday,  June  loth,  Geo.  S.  Hamill,  M.D.,  in the  39th  year  of  his  age. 
Johnson.— At  Boyertown,  Berks  county,  Pa.,  on  the  17th instant,  H.  M.  Johnson,  M.D.,  aged  about  43. 
Kemper.— At  his  residence  on  Walnut  Hills,  Cincinnati Ohio,  June  10th,  Dr.  Edward  Y.  Kemper,  in  the  81st  year  of his  age. 
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Choice  of  Hemedies. 

Under  this  general  head  the  considerations 
which  present  themselves  are  mainly  therapeuti- 

cal, and  hence  out  of  the  range  of  this  essay ; 
but  it  has  often  heen  a  subject  of  remark,  that 
of  the  hundreds  of  drugs  in  the  recognized  ma- 

teria medica,  so  very  few  should  be  employed 
in  the  ordinary  practice  of  any  single  physician  ; 
and  of  these  few,  so  small  a  proportion  should  be 
the  products  of  our  own  country.  Do  we  suppose 
that  the  varied  soil  and  climate  of  our  vast  conti- 

nent are  less  prolific  of  valuable  medicinal  produc- 
tions than  those  of  either  of  the  other  great 

divisions  of  the  earth  ?  America  has  given  to 
medicine  many  of  the  most  potent  agents  now 
used  in  the  cure  of  disease,  and  although  I  am 
far  from  adopting  any  narrow  idea  which  would,  in 
the  least,  limit  a  sphere  of  investigation  which 
should  be  world-wide,  yet  I  do  respect  that  spirit 
of  inquiry  and  research  which  seeks  to  render 
available  every  resource  furnished  to  our  hand. 
Is  it  not  marvelous  that  a  single  school  of  so-called 
medical  reformers  should  have  so  entirely  con- 

nected with  their  crude  system  of  practice  many  of 
the  most  valuable  of  our  native  remedies,  which, 
as  they  kuock  at  the  door  and  are  welcomed  in  to 

the  great  temple  of  medicine,  claim  to  be  the  ofi'- 
spring  of  the  "eclectic  practice  ?" — a  practice  per- 

haps chiefly  distinguished  by  want  of  eclecticism. 
Scammony. 

Do  not  our  teachers  too  much  confine  themselves 
to  the  beaten  track  ?  And  are  not  practitioners,  by 
following  in  their  foot-steps,  too  much  tied  down 
to  ancient  remedies,  many  of  which  are  now 
almost  inaccessible  in  a  state  of  purity  ?  Scam- 

mony, for  instance,  is  brought  to  this  country 
from  Smyrna,  through  London.  If  pure,  it  should 
contain  from  seventy-five  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  a 
cathartic  resin.  If  sought  in  our  drug  stores  or 
dispensing  establishments,  in  many  instances  it 
will  not  be  found  at  all.  In  some  cases  an  inferior, 

factitious  article  will  be  ofi'ered,  containing,  per- 
haps, ten  per  cent,  of  resin.  An  ample  dose  of 

pure  scammony  would  be  five  grains,  while,  of 
this  factitious  article,  twenty  or  thirty  might  be 
given,  and  then  with  the  greatest  uncertainty  as 
to  what  results  are  to  be  looked  for.  This  instance 
is  selected  because  scammony  being  still  retained 

i  in  the  officinal  Compound  Extract  of  Colocynth, 
shows  the  tendency  of  the  profession  to  adhere  to 
a  remedy  known  to  the  ancients  which  is  very 
costly  and  scarce,  and  might  have  long  since  been 
superseded  by  abundant  and  reliable  cathartics, 
the  growth  of  our  own  soil.  Of  the  hundreds  of 

i  pounds  of  Compound  Extract  of  Colocynth  pre- 

j  pared  by  manufacturing  pharmaceutists  for  private 
dispensing,  there  probably  are  not  five  pounds  in 
the  hundred  that  contain  this  expensive  ingredi- 

ent in  full  proportion  and  standard  quality.  It 
may,  in  fact,  be  clearly  known  to  be  deficient  in 
this  respect  whenever  it  is  offered  for  sale  at  a 
price  less  than  sis  dollars  per  pound.  The  largest 
ingredient  in  Compound  cathartic  pill  is  this  well- 
known  extract,  so  that  this  deficiency  of  quality 
extends  to  the  most  common  of  all  our  officinal 

preparations. Indigenous  Hemedies. 
Instances  might  be  multiplied,  showing  the  un- 

certainty and  the  unwarrantable  expenditure  of 
money,  entailed  by  a  neglect  of  practitioners  to 
make  choice  of  remedies,  readily  accessible  and 
too  cheap  to  tempt  the  adulterator  to  the  exer- 

cise of  his  arts.  We  want  a  work  on  American 
remedies,  pervaded  by  a  candid  and  impartial 
spirit  and  an  evidence  of  scientific  ability.  Our 
invaluable  United  States  Dispensatory,  from  its 

very  plan,  gives  prominence  to  the  officinal  reme- 
dies and  throws  into  an  appendix  a  large  propor- 
tion of  those  referred  to,  while  the  several  works 

called  "Eclectic"  are  written  in  a  style  of  panegyric 
which  justifies  the  idea,  that  the  writer  advocates 
the  merits  of  each  remedy,  as  prepared  by  some 

particular  manufacturer,  much  as  a  lawyer  es- 
pouses the  cause  of  his  client. 
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The  object  in  introducing  these  remarks  is  to 
call  attention  to  the  eligibility,  from  a  pharma- 

ceutical point  of  Tiew,  of  some  of  the  remedies 
called  resinoid.  These  are  prepared  by  forming 
concentrated  tinctures,  with  strong  alcohol,  from 
drugs,  containing  resinous  active  principles,  and 
precipitating  the  resins  from  these  by  throwing  them 
into  a  large  quantity  of  water.  This  precipitate, 
though  usually  contaminated  with  coloring  matters 
and  other  accidental  impurities,  has  the  advantage 
of  being  pulverulent  and  hence  easily  incorporated 
with  other  powders,  and  adapted  equally  to  the 
form  of  powder  or  of  pill.  Its  dose  is  very  small  in 
comparison  with  that  of  the  drug,  and  being  slow- 

ly soluble  in  the  saliva,  it  has  but  little  taste. 

The  "eclectic"  pharmaceutists,  who  first  applied 
this  process  to  drugs  generally,  have  carried  it 
too  far,  and  subjected  some  drugs  to  it,  the  active 
principles  of  which  are  partially  soluble  in  water, 
and  hence  held  in  solution  when  the  resin  is  pre- 

cipitated. The  essential  point  in  regard  to  this 
form  of  preparation  is  that  the  drug  should  owe  its 
activity  to  principles  freely  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
insoluble  in  water,  and  as  this  happens  to  be  the 
case  with  so  many  roots  and  barks,  we  have  a  most 
valuable  series  of  remedies  prepared  in  this  way. 
The  scope  of  this  essay  does  not  allow  a  review  of 
nearly  all  these  remedies,  but  I  am  tempted  to 
refer  to  several  which  have  already  attained  a  high 
reputation  among  regular  practitioners. 

Podophyllin. 
Of  cathartics  the  most  celebrated  is  podophyllin, 

which,  rumor  says,  is  to  be  made  officinal  in  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia  under  the  name  resina  podophylli. 
In  doses  of  two  to  four  grains,  this  is  a  drastic 
cathartic  of  great  efficiency,  but  taken  in  one- 
fourth  to  one-half  grain  doses,  it  operates  as  an 
admirable  cliolagogue  and  alterative,  tending  to 
restore  the  secretions,  when  deranged,  to  normal 
activity.  Recent  investigations  have  rendered  it 
probable  that  this  preparation,  as  generally  pre- 

pared by  the  aid  of  muriatic  acid  added  to  the 
aqueous  precipitate,  contains  berberina,  a  valuable 

tonic,  existing  also  and  in  Colombo  root,  in  hydras- 
tin,  a  "concentrated  remedy,''  to  be  noticed  below. 
Among  the  recommendations  of  Podopliyllin  are, 
its  abundance,  its  uniformity  and  freedom  from 
sophistication,  and  the  fact  that  almost  any  phar- 

maceutist or  pharmaceutically  educated  j^hysician 
in  the  Northern  States  may  collect  the  root,  upon 
some  neglected  meadow  or  hill-side  within  his 
reach,  and  may  himself  prepare  the  resinoid  by  a 
simple  and  easy  process. 

Leptandrin. 

Leptandrin  is  a  resinoid,  prepared  from  leptan- 
dra  virginica,  x>rescribed  as  a  cholagogue  or  stimu- 

lant to  the  hepatic  secretion,  without  so  decided 
purgative  properties,  as  usually  pertain  to  that 
class  of  remedies — a  substitute  for  small  doses  of 
Pil.  hydrarg.  It  appears  to  be  innoxious  and  owing 
to  its  partial  solubility  is  free  from  unpleasant 
taste.    Dose,  two  to  four  grains. 

Hydrastin. 
Hydrastin  is  the  name  applied  in  commerce  to  a 

yellow  crystalline  precipitate,  produced  by  the 
addition  of  muriatic  acid  to  an  infusion  of  Hydras- 
tin  Canadensis— yellow  puccoon  root  or  golden  seal, 
a  plant  of  the  numerous  and  remarkable  family 
Ranunculacice.  A  recent  analysis  of  this,  by  Prof. 
P.  Mahla,  of  Chicago,  proves  it  to  be  identical 
with  muriate  of  the  vegetable  alkali  berberina, 
found  in  Colombo,  and  one  of  the  very  best  tonics 
we  have.  It  is  chiefly  prescribed  alone  or  in  com- 

bination, in  treating  dyspepsia  and  chronic  in- 
flammation of  the  stomach,  and  is  said,  combined 

with  bitters,  to  remove,  gradually,  the  abnormal 
conditions  consequent  on  intemperance,  and  in 
some  instances  to  destroy  the  appetite  for  liquor. 

Cimicifugin. 

Cimicifugin  or  macrotin  is  a  resinoid  derived 
from  black  snake  root,  and  possesses  a  variety  of 
therapeutic  properties  ;  the  dose  is  from  one  to  six 
grains,  and  as  a  tonic,  alterative  nervine,  with 
an  asserted  affinity  for  the  uterus,  it  is  worthy  of 
a  trial  in  a  variety  of  obscure  nervous  diseases. 
The  root  has  long  been  a  favorite  in  chorea  and  in 
the  form  of  fluid  extract  a  very  popular  remedy. 
The  merit  of  the  resinoid  is  that  although  it  does 
not  fully  substitute  the  fluid  extract,  it  is  adapted 
to  the  form  of  pill  or  powder,  and  is  not  ofi"ensive 
to  patients  generally. 

Caulophyllin. 

Caulophyllin,  from  the  root  of  the  blue  cohosh, 
is  a  new  remedy,  the  efi"ect  of  which  is  exerted  on 
the  uterus,  as  a  tonic  and  alterative,  in  doses  of  a 
grain  or  less,  and  as  a  parturient  in  doses  of  from 
two  to  four  grains  at  intervals  of  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  minutes  after  labor  has  commenced. 

Cornine. 

Cornine  is  a  precipitated  powder,  designed  to 
represent  dog-wood  bark— Cornus  Florida.  It  is 
a  tonic,  and  as  prepared  by  some  manufacturers, 
an  astringent ;  the  reputation  of  the  bark  as  a  sub- 

stitute for  Peruvian  bark  in  intermittents,  would 
seem  to  justify  a  trial  of  this  preparation  at  the 
hands  of  scientific  therapeutists.  Its  dose  may  vary 
from  one  to  ten  grains. 

The  illustrations  thus  selected  of  the  eclectic 
preparations  will  suffice  for  the  purposes  of  the  pre- 

sent essay,  I  shall  comment  on  them  more  fully 
in  the  forthcoming  third  edition  of  my  work  on Pharmacy. 
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Alkaloids. 

The  so-called  alkaloids  of  "  eclectics"  are  liable,  in 
some  instances,  to  be  confounded  with  the  proper 
vegetable  alkali,  isolated  from  the  drugs  by  elabor- 

ate processes,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  little 
known  in  commerce.  They  are  generally  mixed 
precipitates  of  uncertain  composition,  though  fre- 

quently powerful  remedies.  There  seems  no  pro- 
priety in  substituting  the  pure  crystalline  principles 

of  plants  by  any  impure  and  variable  preparations, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  nomenclature 
adopted  by  their  manufacturers  should  be  so  cal- 

culated to  produce  confusion  in  prescribing. 
The  principle  of  precipitation  applied  in  pre- 

paring the  numerous  "eclectic"  resinoids,  maybe 
applied  to  many  of  the  familiar  drugs  which  have 
loug  been  in  use.  Jalapin,  resina  jalapce,  of  the 
new  Pharmacopia,  has  long  been  esteemed  in  Eu- 

rope as  a  powerful  cathartic  in  doses  of  three  to 
five  grains  ;  and  colcynthin,  prepared  from  col- 
cynth  by  a  modified  process  is  a  concentrated  re- 

presentative of  its  activity  given  in  half  grain 
doses. 

Resinoids  require  to  be  dissolved,  if  exhibited  in 
liquid  form,  by  alcholiol,  ammonia,  or  alkaline  so- 

lutions, and  are  rendered  so  much  more  soluble  in 
soap,  that  when  made  into  pillular  form  it  may  be 
advantageously  used  as  an  excipient.  They  are 
especially  adapted  to  combination.  Podophyllin 
is  usually  prescribed  with  milder  cathartics  and 
cholagogues.  Leptandrin  is  generally  given  in 
combination  with  podophyllin,  which  increases  its 
activity.  This  combination  has  been  prescribed  with 
great  advantage.  Sugar  of  milk,  to  be  referred  to 
hereafter  as  a  valuable  excipient,  is  found  to  be  a 
suitable  vehicle  for  the  resinoids  when  prescribed 
in  powder ;  promoting,  by  proper  attention,  their 
solubility,  and  covering  any  acridity  of  taste. 

[To  be  continued,] 
 -^^^■^  

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  l 
February  14,  1863.  j 

Medical  Clinic  of  Dr.  Da  Costa. 

Reported  by  Dr.  H.  C.  IVood.,  Resident  Physician. 

Typhus  Fever. 
R.  fl.,  who  was  before  the  clinic  on  the  28th  and 

31st  of  January,  suffering  under  typhus  fever.  It 
was  remarked  that  this  man  has  perfectly  conval- 

esced from  the  fever.  He  has  not  yet  entirely  recov- 
ered his  strength,  but  is  able  to  be  about  most  of 

the  day.  The  slight  epidemic,  or  more  properly  en- 
demic that  we  have  had,  has  been  a  very  fatal  one. 

The  patients  were  almost  all  of  them  drunkards. 
This,  in  part,  accounts  for  the  terrible  mortality ; 

one  half  of  the  cases  perishing.  Although  the  pa- 
tients were  put  in  the  ward  by  themselves,  to  prevent 

its  spreading,  yet  one  of  their  nurses  contracted 
the  disease  and  died.  This  alone  is  proof  enough  of 
the  contagiousness  of  this  fever,  to  cause  the  isola- 

tion of  all  such  cases.  This  patient  is  now  on  simple tonics. 

Typhoid  Fever. 
J.  P.,  who  was  before  the  class  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 

uary, with  typhoid  fever.  It  was  remarked  that 
when  the  man  was  at  the  clinic,  in  addition  to  his 
fever,  he  had  well-marked  pneumonia,  although, 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  pulmonary  complica- 

tion, the  prognosis  was  very  guarded.  The  man  has 
outlived  the  fever.  From  it  he  has  convalesced ;  but 
his  sweats,  which  have  been,  ever  since  he  was  here, 
excessively  profuse,  and  occurring  both  by  night  and 
by  day,  still  continue,  although  much  abated.  Per- cussion dulness  persists  posteriorly  over  his  left  side, 
and  fine  moist  rales  are  very  plentiful  in  both  lungs 
behind.  His  cough  is  both  troublesome  and  accom- 

panied with  profuse  purulent  expectoration.  There 
has  never  been  any  haemoptysis.  What  is  the  prog- nosis now  ?  In  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  enteric 
fever  with  grave,  pulmonary  lesions,  the  conval- 

escence is  imperfect.  The  patient  gains  strength 
and  his  night  sweats  and  cough  improve  up  to  a 
certain  point,  and  there  they  settle.  Above  that  you 
cannot  raise  the  sufferer.  After  being  stationary  for 
awhile  he  begins  to  fail  again,  and  soon  dies  of  a 
sub-acute  phthisis.  In  our  present  case  there  are  as 
yet  no  positive  signs  of  the  deposition  of  tubercle, 
and  it  is  right  to  try  to  prevent  it  as  if  we  knew  it 
had  not  occurred.  Let  this  man  have  f^ss.  of  cod 
liver  oil  thrice  daily,  and  also  two  grains  of  the 
pyrophosphate  of  iron,  after  meals.  His  chest  will 
be  painted  daily  with  the  tincture  of  iodine.  It  will 
be  useful  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  past  treatment 
of  the  pulmonary  complication.  That,  especially 
directed  to  the  lungs,  consisted  in  the  administration 
of  carbonate  of  ammonia,  syrup  of  senega,  and  oil 
of  turpentine. ;  externally,  constant  counter-irritation 
was  kept  up  by  means  of  turpentine.  In  pulmonary 
affections,  occurring  in  low  fevers,  turpentine,  used 
both  internally  and  externally,  is  very  excellent. 
Indeed,  it  is  such  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  mainly, 
that  I  employ  it  in.  It  seems  to  me  to  have  a  more 
controling  influence  in  tliem  than  in  those  where  the 
enteric  lesions  absorb  the  attention. 

Dropsy  Cases. 
The  three  dropsy  cases  recently  lectured  on  were 

now  again  brought  before  the  class  that  they  might 
be  under  treatment  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  afford 
a  comparative  view. 

The  first  case  was  "W.  K.,  negro,  in  whom  the dropsy  had  been  decided  to  be  hepatic,  although  ac- 
companied with  some  cardiac  enlargement.  He  was 

ordered : 
I^,    Potass,  iodid.,  ?ij. 

Potass,  acet.,  §ss. 
Syr.  tolutanus,  aqure,  aa,  fsiij.  M. 

Ft.  sol.    Sig.  Two  drachms  after  meals. 
His  diet  was  directed  to  be  mild  and  non-stimulat- 

ing, but  at  the  same  time  very  nutritious  ;  oysters, 
soups,  &c.    Alcohol,  in  any  form,  was  forbidden. 
Further,  the  following  pills  were  prescribed  : 

Vf-,    Pil.  hydrarg.,  aloes,  aa,     gr.  xij. 
Extr.  colocynth.  comp.,    gr.  xxiv.  M. 

Ft.  pil.  xij.    Sig.  One  at  bed  time. 
B.  R.,  in  whom  the  dropsy  was  diagnosed  to  be 

dependent  on  some  obstruction  to  the  return  of  the 
blood  through  the  ascending  vena  cava.    He  was 
ordered  a  warm  bath  every  night,  and  a  pint  of  infu- 

1  Bion  of  juniper  berries  with  an  ounce  of  cream  of 
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[Vol.  X. tartar,  daily ;  also,  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  of 
the  chloride  of  iron,  afrer  meals.  Externally,  the 
tincture  of  iodine  was  directed  to  be  painted  over  the 
hvpogasirium,  where  some  hardness  was  discovera- bie. 

The  next  case  was  the  "woman  before  the  last  clinic, 
with  renal  dropsy.  It  was  remarked  that  this  case 
is  by  far  the  worst  of  all.  Her  immensely  swollen 
li--rLs  call  loudly  for  relief,  and  yet  the  usual  avenues 

escape  for  the  water  are  choked  up.  The  very 
scanty  and  highly  albuminous  urine  demonstrates 
the  uselessness'of  attempting  anything  through  the kidneys.  The  skin  is  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  task. 
The  bowels  are  then  alone  trustworthy.  But,  unfor- 

tunately, the  woman  is  entirely  too  weak  for  active 
purgation.  Let  any  man,  in  robust  health,  persist 
for  a  few  days  in  the  free  use  of  hydragogue  cathar- 

tics, and  they  will  reduce  him  to  a  very  weak  condi- 
tion. But,  a  day  or  two  since,  something  had  to  be 

done,  for  the  dis'tended  skin  of  the  thighs  was  cov- ered with  an  erysipelatous  blush.  Free  superficial 
puncturing  of  the  thighs  was  resorted  to.  From 
these  openings  the  water  poured  forth  in  such  quan- 

tities as  to  soak  through  the  bed  and  make  a  pool 
on  the  floor,  requiring  to  be  wiped  up  with  a  house- 
cloth.  It  has  been  several  days  since  the  operation 
was  done,  but  the  water  still  slowly  wells  from  the 
incisions.  The  occasional  inhalation  of  the  vapor 
of  ammonia  is  sometimes  serviceable  in  pulmonary 
aflfections  of  this  kind,  and  will  be  tried  in  the  case. 
A  blister,  of  all  remedies,  has  the  most  positive  con- 
troling  power  over  this  affection,  and  one  will  be  ap- 

plied here  between  the  scapulae.  ̂ Milk-punch  and 
beef  essence  are  freely  administered  ;  but  the  woman 
will  probably  not  survive  much  longer. 

These  cases  have  been  prescribed  for  collectively, 
so  as  to  teach  you  the  absurdity  of  a  routine  prac- 

tice in  dropsy,  and  that  the  only  firm  foundation  for 
its  treatment  is  a  correct  diagnosis  of  its  cause. 

There  are  three  channels  through  which  water  can 
"be  eliminated  from  the  system  :  the  skin,  kidneys, and  bowels.  In  every  case  it  is  to  be  decided  which 
of  these,  singly  or  conjointly,  are  to  be  selected. 
The  skin  is  the  least  open  ;  it  is  seldom  that  through 
it  alone  the  effusion  can  be  removed.  Thekidnej's  are 
much  more  serviceable,  but,  unfortunately,  the  action 
of  diuretics  is  proverbially  uncertain.  Purgation  is 
the  surest  method  of  running  off  water  from  the 
system,  but  few  patients  will  bear  it  carried  to  its 
fullest  extent.  The  depression  becomes  so  alarming 
that  the  practitioner  is  necessitated  to  suspend  his 
remedies. 

In  the  first  two  cases  we  are  attempting  to  influ- 
ence the  kidneys.  The  latter  of  the  two  was  given 

the  bitartrate  of  potash,  because  we  wanted  to  act 
slightly  on  his  bowels  also.  Iodide  of  potassium 
was  prescribed,  in  the  negro,  for  the  hepatic  lesion. 
It  has  more  influence  over  tliis  hardened  condition 
of  the  liver  than  any  other  drug.  The  white  man 
was  given  the  ferri  chlorid.  on  account  of  his  ane- 

mia. In  all  cases  of  dropsj'  it  is  very  necessary  to 
improve  the  blood  as  far  as  may  be.  It  is  very  apt 
to  become  anemic,  and  thus  keep  up  the  disease. 
All  the  diuretics,  purgatives,  and  sudorifics  are  use- 

less under  such  circunibtaiiccs  without  they  are  con- 
joined with  tonicgj  cbpecially  iron. 

Erysipelas. 
The  class  was  next  shown  M.  M.,  who  was  before 

them  February  4th,  with  erysipelas  following  a  mias- 
matic fever.  He  had  perfectly  recovered  under  the 

treatment  pursued,  his  liver  and  si)leen  returning  to 
their  normal  size  without  the  use  of  an}' preparation of  iodine. 

F.  L.,  a  t.  thirty-six.  He  entered  the  hospital  Feb- 
ruary I'Jth,  but  was  first  taken  with  a  chill  on  the evening  of  the  10th,  after  having  been  exposed  to 

the  w«,t  and  cold.  When  he  flrf^t  came  into  tlie 
ward  his  face  was  very  much  swollenj  but  his  com- 

plaint was  principally  of  pain  in  his  throat  and  diffi- 
culty in  breathing.  On  examination  the  fauces  were 

found  to  be  very  much  swollen  and  reddened  by  an 
erysipelatous  flush.    He  was  prescribed  : 

R,    Tr.  ferri  chlorid.,  f3v.  . 
QuinijB  sulph.,  gr.  xij. 
Aquffi,  ffvss.  M. 

Sig.  Half  an  ounce  every  two  hours. 
Also, 

R,    Tr.  ferri  chlorid.,  f^ss. 
Mellis,  Glycerin.,  aa,  f^iij. 

Sig.  Use  freelv  as  a  gargle. 

M. 

He  was  further  ordered  one  and  a  half  ounces  of 
whisky-punch,  (half  and  half,)  every  second  hour, 
and  an  ounce  of  beef  essence  the  intervening  hour. 
To  his  face  the  following  was  applied : 

Extr.  opii,  gr,  iv. 
Liq.  plumb,  subacet.  dil.  fgj.  M. 

Tincture  of  iodine  was  painted  around  the  affected 
portion,  on  the  sound  skin,  to  keep  the  disease  from 
extending,  if  possible. 

It  was  remarked  that  the  appearance  of  the  man 
immediately  betrays  his  complaint.  Whenever  a 
patient  presents  himself  with  a  swollen,  tense,  bright 
red,  shining  face,  constituting  an  acute  attack,  it  is 
erysipelas. This  disease,  when  idiopathic,  generally  attacks 
the  face,  commencing  often  near  the  aire  of  the  nose, 
as  a  bright  red  spot,  which  rapidly  spreads  and  soon 
involves  the  whole  countenance.  This  simple  form 
of  erysipelas,  although  not  a  dangerous  disease  in  a 
previously  healthy  and  temperate  person,  is,  in  drunk- 

ards and  feeble  subjects,  more  serious.'  There  is  a variety  which,  in  any  one,  is  an  alarming  affection. 
It  is  characterized  by  a  disposition  to  attack  contig- 

uous mucous  membranes  and  rapidly  spread  along 

them.  The  nose,  mouth,  pharynx,  *^or  the  larynx, may  become  involved,  and  where  this  last  organ  is 
invaded  the  danger  to  the  patient  is  imminent.  This 

j  patient  is  a  drunkard,  and  he  had  the  symptoms  of 
commencing  mucous  erysipelas,  so  to  speak,  when 
he  entered  the  wards  two  days  ago.  Now  the  red- 

ness, soreness,  and  swelling  of  the  fauces  are  gone, 
and  the  facial  affection  is  not  quite  so  violent.  The 
treatment  has  been  both  local  and  constitutional.  A 
successful  attempt  was  made  to  check  the  spreading 

]  of  the  inflammation  by  the  free  use  of  tincture 
of  iodine  on  the  sound  skin  around  it.  It  was  for- 

merly the  custom  to  apply  for  this  purpose  a  strong 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  But  Velpeau  has 
shown  that  the  tincture  of  iodine  has  at  least  as 
great  and  probably  greater  power  in  this  way  than 
the  argenti  nitras,  and  has  the  very  great  advantage 
of  not  leaving  behind  it  a  persistent  black  stain.  To 
the  affected  surface  lead  water  and  opium  have  been 
applied.  Often  narcotized  mucilages  of  sassafras 
pith  or  slippery  elm  bark  are  very  serviceable.  The 
old  Arabian  physicians  used  an  infusion  of  poppy 
heads  in  both  this  disease  and  small-pox,  and  it  is 
indeed  a  very  soothing  application.  For  the  in- 

flamed fauces  a  gargle  containing  largely  the  tincture 
of  ferri  chlorid.  was  used.  Had  not  this  sufficed  to 
check  the  throat  trouble,  a  strong  solution  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  would  have  been  emplo^-ed,  and  in 
a  rapidly  spreading  case  the  latter  is  the  most  relia- 

ble drug.  Internally,  he  took  the  tincture  of  ferri 
chloridi.  "Why?  Because  of  the  great  and  almost specific  influence  this  remedy  has  in  erysipelas. 
C2uininc  and  whisky  also  were  administered,  not 
directly  to  check  the  disease,  but  to  support  the  sys- 

tem until  the  attack  might  be  subdued.  The  natural 
tendency  of  this  affection  is  adynamic,  and  when  it 
occurs  in  a  drunkard,  his  safety  dwells  in  free  stim- 

ulation. Light  purgation  will  benefit  this  man,  but 
all  drastic  purgatives  must  be  scrupulously  avoided, 
for  fear  of  so  irritating  the  bowels  as  to  cause  a 
translation  of  the  disease  to  their  mucous  mem- brane. 
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OHIO  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Seventeentli  Annual  Session. 

Reported  by  E.  B.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

First  Day,  Morning  Session,  \ 
Tuesday,  June  16,  1863.) 

Tlie  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  met  at  "White 
Sulphur  Springs,  June  16,  and  was  called  to  order 
at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  The  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Rus- 

sell, in  the  chair ;  Dr.  E.  B.  Stevexs,  Secretary. 
On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  year 

■was  omitted. 
Dr.  Reamt,  Chairman  of  the  Esecutire  Committee, 

being  absent,  Dr.  M.  Dawson'  reported  tliat  all 
necessary  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  ac- 

commodation of  the  Society  by  Z\Ir.  "Wilson,  and moved  that  the  order  of  business  of  the  two  past 
y«ars  be  adopted  for  the  present  session  of  the  So- 
ciety. 
On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  sugges- 

tion adopted. 
On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  all  the  members 

present  register  their  names  at  the  Secretary's desk. 
The  President  announced  the  following  as  the  Com- 

mittee on  Nominations :  Drs.  Murphy,  BEEiiA^r, 
RoBT.  Thompson',  Hunt  and  Anbrews. Dr.  RoBT.  Thompson  offered  the  following  : 

Besolved,  That  this  Society  cordially  invite  all  lit- 
erary, scientific  and  professional  gentlemen  that  now 

are,  or  may  yet  arrive  at  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs"  during  our  session,  to  take  seats  among 
ns,  as  it  may  suit  theu'  pleasure  and  convenience. Adopted. 
The  President  appointed  Drs.  Kietlanb  and 

SCAEFF  to  till  vacancies  on  the  Finance  Committee, 
who  subsequently  presented  the  following  report  : 

The  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that 
an  assessment  upon  each  member  of  Si. 00  be  and  is 
hereby  made  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  coming 

year. ' CP.  Landon, 
J.  P.  KiRTLAND, 
W.  D.  SCARFF. 

Finance  Committee. 
The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 
On  motion,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended 

to  allow  the  Chairman  of  the  Publication  Committee 
to  make  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfitlly  report 
that  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Transactions 
for  1S62  were  published  at  an  expense  of  8154.05. 

E.  B.  Stevens,  Chab-man. On  motion,  report  was  received. 
Dr.  Landon  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Society 

do  not  wait  longer  for  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  but  proceed  to  nominate  and  ballot  in 
open  Society  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :  which, 
after  various  attempts  at  amendment,  and  ineffectual 
efforts  to  Avithdraw,  was  finally  lost.  And 

On  motion,  Drs.  M.  Dawson,  M.  Thompson  and 
Hamilton,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon 
the  Nominating  Committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 

port forthwith. 
The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  their  report, 

and  the  Society  proceeded  to  ballot  with  the  follow- 
ing result : 

Presifieiit—'^ .  P,  Kincaid,  of  Neville. Vice  PresicleaU — M.  Dawson,  of  Royalton,  D.  S. 
Gans,  of  Cincinnati,  David  Noble,  of  Highland  Co., 
J.  J.  Hamill,  of  Newark. 

Secretaries — E.  B.  Stevens,  of  Cincinnati,  N.  Dal- 
ton,  of  Logan. 

Treamrer — J.  B.  Thompson,  of  Columbus. 
Committee  on  Admusiom — J.  G.  Kyle,  T.  L.  Neal, 

R.  L.  Sweney,  C.  P.  Landon,  A.  Metz. 
On  motion,  the  sum  of  81.00  was  ordered  to  be 

put  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Belding,  an  amount  paid 
^  Dr.  Rickey,  former  Treasurer,  and  not  credited, 
j  The  President  appointed  Drs.  M.  Dawson  and  P. 
!  Crum  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  elect, 
j  inform  him  of  his  election,  and  escort  him  to  the chair  immediately  after  recess. 

On  motion,  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  two 
!  o'clock. 

First  Day,  Afternoon  Session,  ") Tuesday,  yu;!e  16,  1863.) 

The  Committee  conducted  the  President  elect,  Dr. 
Kincaid,  to  the  chair,  who  acknowledged  the  com- 

pliment paid^  him  by  the  Society  in  a  few  brief  re- 
marks. 

The  retiring  President,  Dr.  Russell,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  deliver  his  valedictory  address,  his  topic 

being  "  The  Means  for  Professional  Advancement." 
On  motion,  the  address  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Publication,  with  instructions  to  print. 
The  Standing  Committees  were  called.  The  Com- 

mittee on  Medical  Societies  presented  a  lengthy 
report  on  the  condition  of  the  Societies  auxiliary  to 
the  State  Society,  with  considerations  and  sugges- 

tions for  advancing  the  efficiency  of  the  Society.  On 
motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
with  discretionary  poAver  to  print. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Mt.  Yernon 
Medical  Society  were  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Medical  Societies,  who  subsequently 
further  reported,  that  having  examined  the  same, 
they  recommend  the  Mt.  Ternon  Medical  Society  to 
be  admitted  as  auxiliary  to  the  State  Society.  Report 
accepted  and  adopted. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  with  the  Little  ̂ Miami,  Columbus  and 
Xenia,  Hamilton  and  Dayton,  Columbus  and  Cleve- 

land, and  Pittsburg,  Columbus  and  Cincinnati  Rail- 
roads, returning  members  in  attendance  on  this 

Society  and  their  families  free. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  was 

directed  to  make  acknowledgments  to  these'  com- panies for  their  courtesy. 
The  Special  Committees  were  called,  and  a  portion 

reported  themselves  in  readiness  ;  also  several  volun- 
teer pa}>ers  were  announced. The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Obituaries 

stated  that  he  should  report  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  Society,  and  expressed  his  regrets  that  indi- 

vidual members  were  so  forgetful  of  their  duty  to 
co-operate  in  the  contribution  of  materials  for  obit- 

uary notices. Dr.  Steat:ns  reported  that  Prof.  Blackman  and 
himself  had  attended  the  Indiana  State  Society  at  its 
session  last  fall,  representing  this  Society  ;  that  the 
Indiana  Society  was  a  live,  working  Society,  and 
that  it  sent  greetings  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical 

Societ}'. Dr.  Kincaid  stated  that  no  meeting  of  the  Ken- 
tucky State  Society  was  held  last  year,  hence  he  had 

not  attended  as  delegate  from  this  Society. 
The  resolution  oflered  this  morning  px  the  Com- 

mittee on  Nominations  was  on  motion  taken  up  and 
adopted,  allowing  6100  a  year  as  compensation  to  the 
Treasurer. 

Dr.  Gans  offered  the  folloAving  : 
liesolved,  That  hereafter  the  respective  Special 

Committees  on  scientific  subjects  shall  ordinarily  be 
composed  of  but  one  member.  Adopted. 

Dr.  Stevens  offered  the  following  : 
Jiesolved,  1st,  That  hereafter  the  regular  annual 

election  of  officers  shall  be  made  the  order  of  busi- 
ness at  some  deferred  hour  of  the  sessions,  instead  of 

at  the  opening,  as  is  now  the  custom. 
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session  of  the  Society,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
Committee.  Adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  a  commnnication  from  Drs. 
Datis  and  Akmok,  of  Dayton,  in  regard  to  the  com- 
X->laints  made  against  Dr/OLivEu  Crook,  and  refer- 

red to  them  as  a  special  committee  at  the  last  annual 
meeting. 

On  motion,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ethics,  with  instructions  to  report  to- 

morrow morning. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Murphy,  a  Committee  of  three 

was  appointed  to  prepare  a  preamble  and  resolutions, 
expressing  the  sense  of  this  Society  concerning 
"  Circular  No.  6"  of  Surgeon-General  Hammond. 
(being  the  famous  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  order.) 
Drs.  MrRPHT,  Weber  and  Metz  that  Committee. 
Pending  its  adoption,  animated  remarks  were  made 
by  Drs.  Murpht,  Robt.  Thompson,  McBride,  aud 
others. 
Adjourned  imtil  to-morrow  morning. 

Second  Day,  Morning  Session,  7 

Wednesday,  Ju7ie  17,  1863.  ][" 
9  o'clock  A.  M. — Dr.  Kincaid,  the  President,  in the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read, 

and  after  some  verbal  amendments,  adopted. 
Dr.  CoNKLiN  introduced  Dr.  R.  E.  Houghton,  of 

the  Indiana  State  ̂ Medical  Society,  who  was,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Crume,  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Society,  and  was  invited  by  the  President  to 
take  a  seat  with  us  and  participate  in  our  proceed- 

ings. Dr.  Houghton  responded  in  a  neat  and  perti- nent address. 
Dr.  M.  Dawson  offered  the  following: 
Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be,  and 

are  hereby  tendered  to  the  retiring  officers  for  the 
able,  dignified  and  courteous  discharge  of  their  sev- 

eral duties.  Adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Ethics  reported  back  the  papers 

in  the  case  of  Dr.  Crook,  for  the  action  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Murphy, 
JRescAvfJ,  That  the  action  of  the  "Montgomery County  Medical  Society  be  confirmed,  and  Dr.  Crook 

be  declared  expelled  from  this  State  Society. 
A  warm  debate  followed,  in  which  Drs.  Murphy, 

Hamilton,  Stevens,  Andrews,  Gans,  the  President 
and  others  participated.  At  length  tlie  motion  of 
Dr.  Murphy  was  withdrawn,  and  the  Avhole  matter 
was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Kyle,  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Ethics,  with  instructions  to  report  imme- 
mediately  after  dinner.  The  President  appointed 
Drs,  Reisinger,  Andrews  and  Kyle,  Committee  on 
Ethics  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stevens,  Dr.  Landon  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  pro  tern,  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 

Thompson. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  the  ladies  were  in- 

vited to  \nt  present  at  our  sessions. 
The  reports  of  Special  Committees  were  now  called 

for,  and  Dr.  Gans  proceeded  to  road  his  report  on 
Obstetrics,  being  ohieliy  devoted  to  the  consideration of 

Electrq^Galvanism  in  Obstetric  Practice. 
The  papflr  was  discussed  ))y  Drs.  Robt.  Thompson, 

Mitchell,  Russell,  Gnns,  Leonard,  and  Houghton  of 
Indiana,  and,  on  motion,  njfcrrcsd  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication,  with  instruf-tions  to  ])rint,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  extended  to  Dr.  Gans  for  his 
able  report. 

Dr.  Mitchell  stated  in  his  remarks  tliat  he  was 
prepared  to  confirm  the  vhsws  of  Dr.  Gans  from  his 
own  private  cxperieiu-e,  gave  the  i>ai1;if:ulars  of  an 
extreme  case  of  uterine  h:i-morrliaire,  in  which  he 
used  electro-magnetism  with  prompt  relief,  together 
■w  ith  other  couUrmatory  experience. 

Dr.  Gans  hoped  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  read 
a  paper  and  have  it  printed,  but  that  each  member 
would  be  thereby  stimulated  to  srive  his  own  obser- 

vations, and  proceeded  to  give  the  details  of  several 
cases  in  obstetric  practice,  illustrating  the  views  of his  report. 

Dr.  Leonard  wished  to  know  of  Dr.  Gans  if  he 
regarded  the  contraction  produced  by  electricitv  a 
prrmonent  contraction,  or  does  relaxation  occur  with 
the  removal  of  the  poles  of  the  battery? 

Dr.  Gans  replied  that  the  contraction  was  an  imi- 
tation of  natural  pain,  and  the  agent  was  at  hand 

to  continue  or  renew  at  pleasure  or  necessity,  or 
while  the  necessity  continues. 

Dr.  Hamilton  moved  that  Dr.  Gans  be  continued 
to  report,  at  our  next  annual  meetinsr,  his  personal 
experience  in  the  use  of  electro-galvanism  in  obstet- ric practice. 

The  President  read  the  following  communication 
from  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Prizes  for  prize  essay  of  last  year  : 

Cincinnati,  June  15,  1S63. 
Dr.  Russell.  I)cnr  Sir :  It  is  possible  I  mav  be 

prevented  from  being  with  you  at  the  present  session 
of  the  State  Society,  and  I  write  hastily  to  say  that 
the  Committee  on  Prize  Essay  and  Medal  "have deemed  it  best  not  to  procure  a  medal  at  the  present 
time,  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  gold.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  before  the  "next  meeting  of  tlie Society  a  medal  may  be  procured,  creditable  to  the 
essayist  and  the  Society. 

Respectfulh'-, 
M.  B.  Wright, 

Chairman  of  Committee, 

The  Surgeon-General's  Order  Wo.  6. 
The  Committee  on  "  Circular  No,  6  "  of  Sura-eon- 

General  Hammono,  appointed  yesterday,  presented 
through  its  Chairman,  Dr.  Murphy',  the  following 
report : The  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  has  read  with  pro- 

found regret  Circular  No.  6  of  W.  A.  Hammond. 
D.,  Sura-eon-General,  U.  S.  A.,  in  which  he  orders that  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  shall  be  stricken  from 
the  supply-table  of  the  army.  This  Society  cannot 
accept  the  statement  made  in  the  order,  tliat  innu- 

merable cases  of  ptyalism  and  mercurial  gangrene 
have  been  observed  in  the  army,  as  the  result  of  the 
iniudicious  use  of  calomel.  Many  of  the  members 
of  this  Society  have  had  extensive  observation  in 
regimental  and  2:eneral  hospitals,  and  have  not  ol)- 
served  innumerable  cases  of  ptyalism,  nor  any  case 
of  mercurial  gangrene.  It  is  believed  that  from  sta- 

tistics, already  collected  since  the  publication  of 
Circular  No.  6,  the  statement  may  be  made  that  cal- 

omel and  tarfnr  emetic  have  not  been  used  to  the 
injurious  extent  as  set  forth  therein. 

This  Society  cannot  resist  the  expression  of  its 
strong  disapprobation  of  the  Circular  as  unjust  and 
untrue.  In  fact,  it  is  a  virtual  endorsement  of  the 
false  charges  which  have  been  made  against  the  sci- 

entific profession  by  the  representatives  of  the  vari- 
ous empyrical  systems  of  medicine.  The  regular 

profession  lias  always  claimed  the  right  to  use  any 
remedy  that  clinical  experi(ince  has  proved  to  have 
therapeutical  power.  To  forbid  the  use  of  a  remedy 
because  it  has  been  abused,  is  to  forbid  the  use  of 
almost  all  remedies.  The  true  course  is  to  remove 
the  surgeon  who  does  not  manifest  skill  or  judgment 
in  the  administration  of  remedies. 
This  Society  feels  that  Dr.  Hammond  has  done 

great  injustice  to  the  profession  in  this  State,  and 
particularly  to  those  who  are  now  serving  in  the 
army.  With  few  exceptions,  all  surgeons  and  assist- 

ant surgeons  from  the  State  of  Ohio  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  rigid  examination  as  to  their  mental, 

moral  and  ])hysical  f|nalifications.  This  Society  was 
instrumental  at  the  beginnincr  of  the  war  in  having 
the  State  Medical  Board  of  Examiners  of  surgeons 
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and  assistant-surgeons  appointed,  and  the  members 
of  this  Society  have  insisted  that  no  one  shotild  he 
appointed  withont  an  examination. 

This  Society  believes  that  the  stirgeons  and  assist- 
ant-snrg-eons  from  this  State  are  Trell  qualified,  and that  Circular  No.  6  not  only  implies  that  they  are 

jiot  qnalified  to  administer  safely  two  remedies,  bnt 
raises  a  donbt  in  the  public  mind  as  to  their  general 
skill  or  ability,  and  for  this  reason  is  not  only  nntrtie 
and  nnjnst,  bnt  cmel. 

This  Society,  therefore,  respectfcilly  and  firmly 
protests  against  the  statement  of  Circular  No.  6,  as 
being  nntrue.  and  still  further,  as  being  at  variance 
vrith  the  philosophy  and  progressive  spirit  of  the 
legitimate  profession.  Therefore, 

SfKoh'ed.  That  Dr.  A.  Ha^cion^d  be  requested 
to  revoke  Circular  No.  6,  and  place  calomel  and  tar- 

tar emetic  asrain  on  the  supply-table. 
Eefiolvd^  2d,  That  this  Society  will  not  be  satisfied 

with  anything  less  than  a  revocation  of  the  order. 
Besolved,  3d,  That  in  the  event  of  the  refusal  of 

the  Surgeon-General  to  comply  with  this  request, 
that  he  is  hereby  requested  to  resign. 

Eesoh'fd,  4th,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and 
resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  Sena- 

tors SHERiiA^f  and  Wade,  the  President,  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United 
States. 
Amended  bv  Dr.  Fa^itltox.  additionally: 

Be.^rjh'ed,  5,' That  Drs.  John  A.  :Murphy,  G.  C.  E. Weber,  and  A.  Metz  be  a  Committee  instructed  to 
report  to  the  American  Medical  Association  that  this 
Society  demands  the  speedy  trial  and  expulsion  of 
Dr.  W'.  A.  Hammo>d,  for  the  gross  injustice  done  the profession  of  medicine  by  his  foolish  and  quackish 
order  No.  6. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  length,  with  earnest- 
ness and  dignity,  by  Drs.  Hamilton,  R.  Thompson, 

Gans,  West,  McBride.  Kincaid  and  others. 
Dr.  McBeide  ofiered  the  following  preamble  and 

resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Com- mittee : 
Wiiereas^  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  conse- 

quence of  the  asthenic  and  scorbutic  types  of  disease 
in  our  army,  and  that  from  the  necessity  of  the  case 
many  inexperienced  physicians,  and  a  large  number 
of  the  various  tribes  of  quacks,  such  as  Eclectics, 
Homceopathists.  etc.,  etc.,  have  got  into  the  army  as 
surgeons,  and  that  with  the  types  of  disease  preva- 
lenf.  the  injudicious  use  of  mercury  and  antimony 
by  these  classes  of  men  would  be  likely  to  cause 
more  damasre  th^h  the  aggregate  amount  of  good 
accomplished  by  these  remedies  in  the  hands  of  the 
judicious.  And, 

Whereas.  The  Surgeon-General,  seeing  this  to  be 
the  case,  has  ordered  the  non-use  of  calomel,  the 
mercurial  most  liable  to  abuse,  designing  thereby  no 
reproof  to  the  scientific  surgeon,  but  a  restraint  upon 
all  sorts  of  pretenders,  for  the  good  and  efficiency  of 
the  army.  Therefore, 

Beaoh'^d.  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  designs 
and  patriotic  motives  of  the  Surgeon-General  in  issu- 

ing General  Order  No.  6. 
Eeaolved,  That  the  issuing  of  said  order  and  a  gen- 

eral acquiescence  in  the  same  will  have  the  eftect, 
not  only  to  save  the  health  and  lives  of  some  sol- 

diers in  the  army  on  whom  it  was  alone  designed  to 
operate,  but  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  medical 
profession,  both  in  and  out  of  the  army. 

In  the  midst  of  the  discussion,  the  Society  took  a 
recess  for  dinner  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Second  Day,  Afterxoon-  Session,  ̂  
Wednesday,  June  17,  1863.  J 

The  Society  resumed  the  debate  on  the  resolutions 
under  consideration  before  recess,  Drs.  Noble,  Hough- 

ton of  Indiana,  Kirtland,  McBride,  Hamilton  and 
others,  continued  the  discussion. 

Dr.  McBbide  withdrew  his  substitute,  and  read  a 

written  statement  of  his  views,  disapproving  the 
tenor  of  the  Circular,  but  doubting  the  propriety  of 
extreme  language  in  our  resolutions  of  disapproval. 

The  resolutions  and  preamble  of  the  Committee 
were  taken  up  separately,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Steve:ss  read  his  paper  on  New  Reme- 
dies. On  motion,  referred  to  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation, with  instructions  to  print,  and  requested  to 

continue  on  the  same  Committee  to  repon  at  some 
future  meeting,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Society. 

Asylum  for  Inebriates. 
Dr.  Russell  offered  the  following  : 
Besolved.  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  State  Medical 

Society,  it  is  time  otir  Legislature  should  adopt  mea- 
sures to  erect  an  Asylum  for  Inebriates  in  our  State. 

Be-'^olved.  That  an  opportunity  now  be  afi'orded  for members  of  this  Society  to  submit  donations  to  this 
worthy  object,  which  shall  be  binding  if  this  State 
shall  make  an  appropriation  of  620,000  or  more,  for 
such  noble  charity  before  the  expiration  of  the  next 
two  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Society  is 
requested  and  authorized  to  appoint  one  regular  phy- 

sician in  each  County  of  the  State,  who  shall  be  soli- 
cited to  procure  subscriptions  from  our  medical 

brethren  in  each  County,  and  exert  all  laudable 
eu"orts  in  his  power  to  enlist  the  energies  of  our  Sen- ators and  members  of  the  next  Legislature,  as  may 

be  practicable  for  the  passage  of  such  laws' as  shall effect  this  object  at  an  early  day. 
The  Committee  on  Ethics  made  the  following  re- 

port : 
Tour  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  view 

of  the  evidence  before  them,  they  believe  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  sustain  the  action  of  the  Montgomery 
County  Medical  Society,  and  ask  to  submit  the  fol- 

lowing resolution : 
Btsolved,  That  Dr.  Ceook  be  expelled  from  this Society. 

J.  S.  Reises-gee, 
H.  S.  C OBEXES-, E.  M.  A>"T>EEWS. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 
Dr.  Htatt  moved  that  five  hundred  copies  of  the 

Consiiiution  and  By-laws  and  Code  of  Ethics  be  pub- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  State  Society,  and  that  the 

Treasurer  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  as  soon  as  published. 

A  charge  of  non-professional  conduct  was  pre- 
ferred against  Dr.  Gbewell,  of  Damascoville,  and 

on  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
:  Ethics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Scabff,  when  this  Society  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  third 

Tuesday  of  June,  1S64.  Amended  to  read  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  instead  of  Cincinnati. 

Dr.  ;M.  Dawson  offered  the  following  : 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  ten- 

dered to  Andkew  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  the  Wldte  Sul- 
:  phtir  Springs,  for  the  use  of  the  hall  and  other  accom- 

modations afforded  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  as 
well  as  the  courtesy  and  attention  we  have  received 
as  his  guests. 

On  motion,  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

Third  Day,  Morning  Session,  *^ Thursd.^y,  June  18,  1863.  ) 

9  o'clock,  A.  M. — Minutes  read  and  approved. 
HomoeopatMc  Examining-Surgeon. 

Dr.  Leonaed  ofiered  the  following,  which,  after 
some  remarks  and  minor  amendments,  were  adopted  : 

Whf-reas,  It  is  known  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
has  appointed  one  Dr.  Gilson,  a  homoeopathic  pre- 

tender, as  Examining-Snrgeon  in  the  Board  of  En- 
rollment, in  the  Fourth  Congressional  District,  in 

preference  to  honorable  and  high-minded  men  of  the 
regular  profession ;  therefore, 
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[Vol.  X. JResoIved,  That  that  appointment,  as  well  as  all 
others  of  like  character,  is  an  outrage  on  the  people 
of  the  District,  unjust  to  the  profession  of  medicine 
and  the  advancement  of  science,  and  prejudicial  to 
the  public  service. 

Jitsoh'ed,  2d,  That  the  Secretarybe  directed  to  send 
a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  Secre- 

tary of  War,  asking  his  removal,  through  Governor 
Tod  and  Col.  Parrott,  Provost  Marshal  of  this 
State. 

Medical  Education. 
Dr.  MmPHT  offered  the  following  : 
Eesolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  and  the 

profession  of  the  State  at  large  be  requested  to  exact 
from  all  students  the  qualifications  as  to  preliminary 
education  laid  down  by  the  American  Medical  Asso- ciation. 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  members  to  be  present,  with  the  permission 
of  the  several  faculties,  at  the  final  examination  of 
the  candidates  for  the  degree  in  each  of  the  four 
medical  schools  of  the  State. 

Besolved,  That  the  schools  of  the  State  be  requested 
to  raise  their  fees  so  as  to  amount  in  gross  to  one 
hundred  and  five  dollars. 

And  proceeded  to  address  the  Society  at  consider- 
able length  on  the  whole  subject  of  medical  schools, 

medical  students,  medical  education,  etc.,  etc.  Drs. 
ScARFF,  Russell,  Kirtland,  Spees,  Hamilton 
and  others  participated  in  the  debate.  The  resolu- 

tions were  adopted. 
Volunteer  Papers. 

Dr.  N.  Dalton  proceeded  to  read  a  volunteer  paper 
on  "  Arrest  and  Cure  of  a  case  of  Mollities  Ossium 
by  the  use  of  Phosphate  of  Lime  and  Phosphoric 

A'cid,  with  remarks."  On  motion,  referred  to  the Publication  Committee  with  instructions  to  print, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  the  author. 

Dr.  Hyatt  proceeded  to  give  a  volunteer  contribu- 
tion ^'  On  the  use  of  Hydrocyanate  of  Iron  in  Epi- 

lepsy, with  cases."  On  motion,  referred  to  the Committee  on  Publication  with  instructions  to  print. 
Remarks  were  made  by  Dr.  Steveks,  giving  some 

personal  experience  adverse  to  the  beneficial  eff'ects of  the  remedy  ;  and  by  Dr.  Kincaid,  especially  giving 
his  experience  in  the  good  eflfects  of  cannabis  indica 
and  belladonna. 

Recess. 

Third  Day,  Afternoon  Session,  \ 
Thursday,  yune  i8,  1863.) 

The  question  of  the  existence  of  a  diploma  plate 
or  parchments  for  this  Society  was  raised  by  Dr. 
STE^'T;NS,  and  after  some  remarks  by  several  of  the  old 
members,  on  motion,  Drs.  Gans,  Stevens  and  Mur- 

phy were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  all  neces- 
sary inquiries  on  this  matter,  prepare  a  design  of  a 

X^late,  if  necessary,  and  report  the  expense,  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Dr.  McBuiDE  read  a  volunteer  paper  on  certain 
adipose  tumors.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 

lication with  instructions  to  print. 
At  different  times  during  the  session  of  the  Society 

the  Committee  on  Admissions  reported  the  names  of 
the  following  as  suitable  persons  to  become  members 
of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  who  were  there- 

upon duly  elected  :  Drs.  T.  L.  Neal,  Dayton  ;  Robt. 
Woody,  Eaton  ;  A.  Beach,  Rellville ;  C.  D.  Case, 
Lewis  Centre ;  C.  Gunzaulus,  Mt.  Liberty ;  Joel 
Morse,  Cleveland  ;  R.  E.  Jones,  (iomer  ;  A.  Potter, 
Wiltshire ;  Alleyne  Maynard,  Cleveland  ;  J.  J. 
Ilamill,  Newark  ;  8.  J.  Specs,  Lynchburg ;  J.  C. 
Brown,  Urbana  ;  Milton  Mitf;hf;ll,  Mansfield;  L.J, 
Pease,  Williamsburg;  J.  IL  Bnckncr,  Cincinnati;  J. 
T.  Rcid,  Fairfield  ;  and  John  TurnbuU,  Xcnia. 

The  Finance  Committee  make  the  following  re- 
jjort : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  make  the 

following  report :  Having  examined  the  accounts, 
papers  and  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Thompson,  we  find  the  same  correct,  the  exhibit 
presenting  the  following  statement : 
Falauce  iu  Treasury  from  last  year   $  11 
Postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes   3  93 
Initiatiou  fees  and  fees  of  assessment,  and  sales 

of  Transactions  263.02— $26"  06 Expenditures   233.95 
Balance  in  Treasury   $33.11 

Tour  Committee  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing 
much  gratification  in  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in 
Avhich  the  Treasurer  has  performed  the  arduous 
duties  of  his  office,  and  unanimously  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  report. C.  P.  Landon, 

J.  P.  KiRTLAD, 
W.  D.  SCAREF. 

On  motion,  adopted. 
The  subject  of  obituary  notices  came  up,  and  Dr. 

Landon  stated  that  he  had  been  unable  to  collect  any 
materials  of  value ;  and,  on  motion,  the  members 
present  were  requested  to  give  personal  reminiscen- 

ces of  any  deceased  members  of  their  acquaintance. 
Dr.  Hamilton  gave  touching  and  appropriate  notices 
of  Drs.  Pierce,  Carley  and  Spillman.  Dr.  Smith 
noticed  still  further  the  deaths  of  Dr.  Pierce  and 
Dr.  McMeens. 

The  President  announced  the  following  comnaittees 
for  the  ensuing  year  : 

standing  committees. 

Execntive—'M..  Dawson,  E.  Hyatt,  J.  G.  Rogers,  J. P.  Kirtland,  R.  Thompson. 
Finance— D.  S.  Gans,  R.  L.  Sweney,  A.  Carey,  D. 

Noble,  T.  J.  Mullen. 
PvblicaUon—E.  B.  Stevens,  N.  Dalton,  J.  J.  Hamiil, 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  W.  W.  Dawson. 
3fedical  Ethics — J.  S.  Reisinger,  F.  M.  Andrews,  A. 

Metz,  H.  S.  Conklin,  W.  C.  Hall. 
Medicnl  Societies — P.  Beeman,  A.  McBride,  W.  L. 

Peck,  Wm.  Mount,  G.  F.  Mitchell. 
SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Surgery — N.  Dalton. 
Diseases  of  the  Eye — A.  Metz. 
Obstetrical  Surgery — M.  B.  Wright. 
Practice  of  Medicine — J.  A.  Murphy. 
Obituaries — M.  Dawson. 
Electricity  in  Obstetrics — D.  S.  Gans, 
New  Remedies — E.  B.  Stevens. 
Insanity — R.  Gundry. 
Asthma — T.  A.  Reamy.  • 
Pancreatic  Disease — J.  P.  Gruwell. 
Diphtheria — P.  Beeman. 

Delegates  to  Didiana  State  Medical  Society — H.  S. Conklin,  J.  A.  Murphy. 
Delegates  to  American  Ifedical  Association — W.  C. 

Hall,  Fayetteville  ;  A.  Metz,  Massillon  ;  J.  G.  Rogers, 
New  Richmond  ;  D.  S.  Gans,  J.  A.  Murphy,  E.  B. 
Stevens,  G.  C.  Blackman,  J.  L.  Vattier,  Geo.  Fries, 
B.  F.  Richardson,  J.  Graham,  W.  W.  Dawson, 
B.  Wright,  Cincinnati ;  F.  M.  Andrews,  J.  C.  Denise, 
T.  L.  Neal,  C.  McDermont,  Dayton  ;  J.  W.  Russell, 
]\It.  Vernon  ;  W.  L.  Peck,  Circleville  ;  Wm.  Mount, 
Cumminsville  ;  F.  T.  Hurxthall,  Massillon  ;  L.  T. 
Pease,  Williamsburg  ;  G.  F.  Mitchell,  Mansfield  ;  J. 
S.  Reisinger,  Gallion ;  P.  Beeman,  H.  S.  Conklin, 
Sidney  ;  Abel  Carey,  Salem  ;  J.  W.  Hamilton,  John 
Thompson,  S.  M.  Smith,  John  Dawson,  Columbus  ; 
C.  P.  Landon,  Westerville  ;  N.  Dalton,  Logan  ;  G. 
W.  Bocrstler,  Lancaster  ;  M.  Dawson,  Royalton  ;  R. 
L.  Sweeney,  Marion  ;  E.  Hyatt,  Delaware ;  A. 
McBride,  Berea  ;  T.  J.  Mullen,  New  Richmond  ;  B. 
P..  Leonard,  West  Liberty  ;  C.  C.  Hildreth,  Zanesville; 
E.  Vanatta,  New  Lexington ;  D.  Noble,  Sugar  Tree 
Ridge  ;  T.  W.  Gordon,  Georgetown  ;  G.  C.  E.  Weber, 
E.  Sterling,  J.  A.  Sayles,  C.  A.  Terry,  A.  Maynard, 
Cleveland  ;  W.  B.  Scarlf,  Bellcfontaine  ;  C.  Falconer, 
Hamilton  ;  C.  Cochran,  Sandusky ;  S.  J.  Specs, 
Lynchburg. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY". 
PiTTSFiELD,  Mass.,  June  17,  1863. 

The  Annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  was  held  in  Pittsfleld  on  the  17th 
ult.  The  B'Moii  Jledical  a7id  Surgical  Journal^  from 
which  the  following  report  is  taken,  speaks  of  it  as 
one  of  the  most  agreeable  anniversaries  that  have 
yet  occurred  in  its  annals. 

A  large  number  of  Fellows  availed  themselves  of 
the  occasion  to  escape  from  the  daily  routine  of  pro- 

fessional life,  and  spend  a  brief  holiday  amidst  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  Berkshire.  The  citizens  of 
Pittsfleld  spared  neither  labor  nor  expense  in  provid- 

ing for  the  wants  of  their  guests,  and  in  contributing 
to  their  entertainment.  Many  of  them  opened  their 
doors  for  the  accommodation  of  the  large  number  of 
Fellows  who  were  unable  to  obtain  lodgings  in  the 
hotels,  and  several  of  them  entertained  the  members 
at  their  houses  on  the  evenings  of  the  16th  and  17th. 
To  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  the  Society  is 
largely  indebted  for  their  successful  management  of 
all  the  details  relating  to  the  meeting.  A  highly  in- 

teresting exhibition,  consisting  chiefly  of  calisthenic 
exercises,  was  given  to  the  Fellows  by  the  young 
ladies  of  the  Maplewood  Institute,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Speae,  the  able  head  of  the  establish- 

ment. The  Messrs.  Tilde>-,  whose  medical  prepara- tions are  so  extensively  and  favorably  known,  invited 
such  of  the  members  as  were  able  to  remain  after 
the  meeting,  to  visit  their  extensive  laboratory  and 
gardens  at  New  Lebanon,  and  to  witness  the  process 
of  manufacture  of  vegetable  extracts  in  vacuo. 

In  presenting  his  annual  report  as  Treasurer,  Dr. 
Gould  announced  his  intention  of  not  becoming 
again  a  candidate  for  the  office.  Much  regret  was 
expressed  at  the  retirement  of  an  ofllcer  to  whom  the 
Society  has  been  for  more  than  nineteen  years  in- 

debted for  the  most  faithful  and  eflacient  services, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Councillors  were  unanimously 
tendered  him.  The  Treasurer  represented  the  finan- 

cial affairs  of  the  Society  to  be  in  an  improved  con- 
dition, and  anticipated  an  early  liquidation  of  the 

debt  under  which  the  Society  has  labored  for  several 
years  past. 

The  following  oflS.cers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 
President — Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  of  Concord. 
Vice  President — Dr.  Ebenezer  Alden,  of  Randolph. 
Corresponding  Secretary — Dr.  B.  E.  Cotting,  of 

Roxbm-y. 
Eecording  Secretary — Dr.  "W.  W.  Morland,  of Boston. 
Treasurer — Dr.  Francis  Minot,  of  Boston. 
Librarian — Dr.  W.  E.  Coale,  of  Boston. 
Orator — Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  of  Boston. 
Anniversary   Chairman — Dr.   H.  J.   Bigelow,  of Boston. 
Committee  of  Arrangements — Drs.  W.  E.  Coale, 

Ezra  Palmer,  W.  E.  Townsend,  Anson  Hooker  and 
Francis  Minot. 

The  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  at  10  o'clock,  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Col- lege. Delegates  from  the  State  Societies  of  New 

York,  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey  were  present,  and 
delegates  to  the  societies  of  all  the  New  England 
States,  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  appointed. 
Dr.  H.  R.  Stoker,  of  Boston,  read  an  interesting 
paper  on  the  Employment  of  Anaesthetics  in  Obstet- 

ric Surgery  and  Medicine ;  and  Dr.  Swinburke,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of 
Ambulance  Corps,  which  was  referred  to  the  Coun- cillors. 

At  12  o'clock.  Dr.  Morrill  "Wtman,  of  Cambridge, pronounced  the  annual  discourse,  an  able  and  elo- 
quent vindication  of  the  claims  of  medicine  to  the 

confidence  of  the  public,  and  which  was  listened  to 
with  deep  attention  and  interest. 

The  dinner,  which  took  place  at  "West's  Hall,  at 
2>a  o'clock,  was  tendered  to  the  Fellows  of  the  So- 

ciety by  the  citizens  of  Pittsfield,  and  was  all  that 
taste  and  liberality  could  devise.  About  two  hun- 

dred gentlemen  were  seated  at  the  tables.  Dr.  H. 
H.  Childs,  of  Pittsfleld,  presided  as  Anniversary 
Chairman.  Among  the  invited  guests  we  noticed 
Dr.  Alden  March,  of  Albany,  President  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  ;  Dr.  HoPKi^fS,  Presi- 

dent of  Williams  College  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Todd,  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  many  others. — Boston  Medical  and  SurgicaJ. Journal. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

Tapping  Joints  Distended  with  Fluid. 
Professor  Ikzani,  of  Parma,  in  a  paper  on  this 

subject,  in  OmodeVs  Annali^  begins  by  asserting  the 
perfect  harmlessness  of  puncturing  a  distended  joint, 
even  during  the  progress  of  acute  inflammation. 
The  fear  of  bad  consequences  following  from  the 
wound  of  the  tendinous  structures  is  a  mere  imagi- 

nation of  the  ancients ;  nor  does  the  air  ever  appear 
to  make  its  entrance.  The  puncture  may  be  made 
with  a  trocar  or  a  lancet ;  the  latter  is  preferable  for 
superflcial  joints.  The  author  has  operated  very 
frequently  on  the  knee,  several  times  on  the  elbow, 
occasionally  on  the  carpus  and  ankle,  and  once  only 
on  the  hip ;  no  bad  consequences  ever  followed. 
Pressure  by  means  of  a  starched  bandage  should  be 
made,  and  when  the  synovial  sac  refiUslt  should  be 
again  punctured  before  the  distension  has  advanced 
too  far.  In  this  way  a  radical  cure  may  be  obtained. 
Examples  are  given  in  which  large  joints,  princi- 

pally the  knee,  were  open  for  effusions  of  blood,  of 
serum  in  acute  inflammation,  of  serum  in  chronic 
inflammation,  and  of  pus, — usually  with  a  success- 

ful result.  But  paracentesis  should  be  avoided  where 
the  skin  is  much  thinned  and  ulceration  seems  im- 

pending. In  the  synovial  burs^e,  paracentesis  has 
given  equally  good  results.  The  examples  which 
are  given  are  those  of  effusion  in  the  sheaths  of  ten- 

dons after  accident  (as  the  peronei  in  sprains  of  the 
foot,  the  extensors  of  the  thumb  in  falls  of  the  hand,) 
in  Avhich  a  puncture  will  give  exit  to  synovial  fluid 
mixed  with  blood,  with  much  relief  to  the  pain  and 
abbreviation  of  the  course  of  the  disease.  The 
author  believes  that  by  these  punctures  chronic 
synovitis  may  often  be  arrested  in  cases  which, 
treated  by  ordinary  methods,  would  end  in  "  white 
swelling,"  and  that  in  dropsy  of  the  joint  the  treat- 

ment by  repeated  puncture  and  pressure  is  as  effec- 
tual and  more  safe  than  by  injections. — London  JJkd. Review  and  Dublin  Medical  Press. 

The  Action  of  Expectoration. 
In  a  paper  on  this  subject,  read  at  a  recent  meet- 

ing of  the  Glasgow  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society 
by  Dr.  W.  T.  GAIRD^^ER,  he  advanced  the  theory  that 
the  bronchial  tubes  acted  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
of  the  bowels,  and  ejected  their  contents  by  a  peris- 

taltic motion,  which  could  as  certainly  be  increased 
by  appropriate  medicines  as  could  that  of  the  bowels. 

Mortality  in  London  in  1862. 
The  deaths  in  London  in  1802  from  all  causes  were 

66,950,  of  which  34,133  were  males,  and  32,817  fe- 
males. The  greatest  number  occurred  in  the  forty- 

eighth  week,  ending  29th  of  November,  Mhen  they 
rose  to  1745.  In  that  week  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  air  fell  to  37.18.  The  least  number  occurred  in 
the  twenty-eighth  week,  and  was  1065,  when  the 
mean  temperature  rose  to  58.28. 
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The  rebel  invasion  of  this  State,  the  threatened 

demonstration  against  Philadelphia,  and  the  ex- 
citement consequent  thereon,  make  it  incumbent 

on  ns  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  our  readers  for  any 
irregularities  that  the  extraordinary  circumstances 

in  which  we  are  placed,  may  cause. 
The  editor  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  up 

the  musket  for  city  defence,  and,  for  awhile  his 
time  will  be  partly  occupied  with  military  duties. 
It  is  hoped  that  no  emergency  will  arise  that  will 
require  his  whole  time,  but  if  there  should,  there 
are  others  who  will  no  doubt  lend  their  aid  in  the 

editorial  management  of  the  Reporter, 
The  same  circumstances  have  so  deranged  all 

branches  of  business,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get 
the  full  quota  of  work  done,  or  to  get  it  done  with 
the  promptness  that  is  desirable.  We  shall  do 
the  best  we  can. 

We  must  ask  our  subscribers  to  be  indulgent,  to 
send  us  communications,  Cfor  the  excitement  has 

nearly  stopped  these,)  and  to  answer  our  calls 
upon  them  as  promptly  as  possible. 

"NUMBER  SIX." 

The  Surgeon-General's  Order  No.  6  is  likely  to 
be  turned  to  some  account  in  eliciting  information 
in  regard  to  the  abuses  of  calomel  and  tartar 

emetic.  It  will  also  aid  materially  in  giving  viva- 
city and  interest  to  the  Medical  History  of  the 

War,  though,  in  view  of  the  ability  of  the  able 

editors  of  that  work,  and  the  abundance  of  mate- 
rial, it  scarcely  needed  such  questionable  aid. 

The  Circular  to  the  medical  profession,  on  an- 
other page,  places  Order  No.  6  in  a  new  light.  It 

is  a  tacit  admission  of  the  justice  of  our  criti- 
cisms upon  it,  for  it  seems  now  tliat  it  was  not 

intended  that  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  were  to 

be  entirely  struck  from  the  supply  list,  but  only 
that  a  check  should  be  put  upon  their  indiscrimi- 

nate use.  They  are  still  issued,  if  wo  understand 

this  circular  rightly,  "on  special  requisition." 
We  are  very  glad  that  the  Surgeon-General  has 

made  thi.s  explanation.  How  much  better  it  would 
hare  been  to  have  worded  his  original  order  in 
Buch  a  way  as  not  to  require  exijlanation. 

It  is  possible  that  enough  "eminent  members 
of  the  medical  profession  "  will  be  found  to  give 
in  their  adhesion  to  the  entire  propriety  of  Order 

No.  6,  in  the  light  of  the  explanation  contained 

in  this  last  order,  to  give  the  color  of  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  profession  to  it.  These  medical  men 

will  probably  be  actuated  by  two  principal  mo- 
tives, viz.  :  A  few  by  conscientious  hostility  to  the 

use  of  these  agents  which  they  have  practically 

carried  out  in  every-day  practice,  and  more  be- 
cause the  order  emanated  from  so  distinguished  a 

source  as  the  Surgeon-General's  office,  and  there- 
fore must  be  right.  But  we  would  like  to  have 

the  whole  profession  speak  out  in  response  to  this 

circular — not  doubting  bnt  it  will  be  generally 
distributed — and  have  a  fair  balance  struck. 

We  are  receiving  communications  from  our 
subscribers  on  the  subject,  and  shall  reserve  any 
further  comments  for  another  occasion. 

As  the  proof  of  this  is  passing  through  the  press, 
another  explanatory  note  appears,  to  the  effect 
that  the  circular  to  eminent  members  of  the  pro- 

fession, referred  to  above,  is  intended  to  be  sent 
to  medical  officers  of  the  army,  only. 

THE  ABUSE  OP  MEBCURIALS. 

The  following  Circular,  published  prior  to  the 

reception  in  the  West,  of  Surgeon-General  Ham- 

mond's famous  anti-mercury  edict,  has  been  fur- 
nished us  by  a  practitioner  in  Missouri.  As 

contrasted  with  the  Washington  Circular,  and 
as  an  evidence  of  sound  common  sense  united  to 

professional  knowledge,  covering  the  subject  so 

completely,  to  the  annihilation  of  the  abuse  and 
not  the  use  of  mercury,  we  consider  it  worthy  of 
insertion  in  the  Reporter. 

Assistant  Surgeon-General's  Office,  ) 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  7,  18o3.  ) 

Circular,  No.  11. — Numerous  cases  of  salivation, 
and  even  cases  of  sloughing  phagedena  of  the 
cheek,  resulting  from  the  abuse  of  mercurials, 
have  been  reported  to  this  office. 

Tlie  attention  of  Medical  Directors  is  called  to 
the  fact,  that  such  a  reckless  exhibition  of  this 
powerful  remedy  is  not  uncommon.  With  a  view 
of  correcting  this  evil,  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
issue  instructions,  that  in  future,  any  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  a  General  Hospital,  or  Hospital  Trans- 

port, who  Hhall  be  called  upon  to  receive  any  case 
of  a  similar  aggravated  character,  shall  immedi- 
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ately  report  to  this  office  the  name  of  the  medical 
officer  who  has  been  guilty  of  such  malpractice. 

(Signed, 3    Joseph  B.  Brown, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  A  ,  Act'g  Assist.  Surgeon-General. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

The  Use  of  Calomel  in  the  Army. 
The  following  circular  of  inquiry  has  been  issued 

for  distribution  among  medical  men  : 
Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washingion  City,  D.  C, 

June  12th,  1863. — Dear  Sir — Desiring  to  obtain  the 
opinions  of  the  more  eminent  members  of  the  medi- 

cal profession  relative  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of 
calomel  and  tartarized  antimony,  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  that  you  will  answer  the  following  ques- 

tions : 
1st.  To  what  extent  do  you  prescribe  calomel  and 

tartar  emetic  in  your  practice  ? 
2d.  Do  you  regard  these  agents  as  indispensable  in 

the  treatment  of  disease  ? 
3d.  In  view  of  the  facts  that  a  large  number  of  the 

medical  officers  of  the  army  are  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced, and  that  soldiers  in  the  field  cannot  be 

placed  beyond  the  influence  of  atmospheric  vicissi- 
tudes and  exposure  whilst  undergoing  medical  treat- 
ment, would  you  recommend  that  the  medicines  in 

question  be  issued  to  army  medical  officers,  except, 
as  at  present,  upon  special  requisition  1 

4th.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  that  more  harm 
than  good  has  resulted  from  the  use  of  calomel  and 
tartar  emetic  as  medicines  ? 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  following  mercurials 
are  at  present  on  the  Supply  Table,  viz  : — 
Hydrargyri  chloridum  corrosivum  ; 
Hydrargyri  iodidum  flavum  ; 
Hydrargyri  oxidum  rubrum  ; 
Hydrargyri  pilulse  ; 
Hydrargyri  unguentum  ; 
Hydrargyri  nitratis  unguentum  ; 
Pilulae  catharticse  compositse  ; 

and  that  it  is  provided  by  paragraph  13,  of  Circular 
No.  7,  dated  Surgeon-General's  Office,  May  7,  1863, which  contains  the  Supply  Table,  and  which  refers 
to  the  manner  of  obtaining  medical  supplies,  "  that it  is  not  the  design  of  the  Department  to  confine 
Medical  Officers  absolutely  to  that  table,  either  in 
variety  or  quantity,  but  only  to  establish  a  standard 
for  their  guidance  in  making  requisitions  for  supplies 
leaving  individual  preferences  to  be  indulged  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Medical  Director  or  Surgeon-Gen- 

eral. Neitlier  is  it  supposed  that  the  quantities  of 
the  table  will  always  meet  the  necessities  of  unusual 
emergencies,  as  during  epidemics,  or  in  unhealthy 
seasons  and  localities  ;  and  medical  officers  who  al- 

low their' supplies  to  be  exhausted  through  any  such contingencies,  without  timely  notice  of  their  ap- 
proaching necessities,  will  be  held  to  strict  accounta- 

bility." I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Hammond, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A. 

Orders. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Nokiiis  has  been  ordered  to  re- 

port to  the  Medical  Director  of  Washington. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Hillery  ordered  to  report  to  the 

Medical  Director  of  Baltimore. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Cowles  ordered  to  report  to 

Medical  Director  at  Harrisburg. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Ramsey  ordered  to  take  charge 

of  Chester  Hospital,  near  Philadelphia. 
Assigned  to  North  Carolina. 

Surgeon  J.  H.  Sullivan  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Ifaval  Surgical  Changes, 
Surgeon  John  L.  Fox  is  detached  from  the  Chelsea 

Hospital  and  ordered  to  the  sloop-of-war  JBrooTclyn. 
Surgeon  Samuel  Jackson  is  detached  from  the  Brook- 

lyn and  ordered  North.  Surgeon  Lewis  J.  Williams 
is  detached  from  the  Navy  Yard  at  New  York  and 
ordered  to  the  sloop-of-war  Richmond.  Surgeon  A. A.  Henderson  is  detached  from  the  Richmond  and 
ordered  North.  Surgeon  G.  E.  B.  Horner  is  ordered 
to  the  Navy  Yard  at  New  York.  Surgeon  Jos.  Beale 
has  been  ordered  to  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Chelsea, Mass. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
Maine— Dv.  John  L.  Allen,  Saco.  New  York— 

Drs.  John  Root,  Batavia  ;  Delos  A.  Crane,  Holland 
Patent;  E.  A.  Munger,  Waterville ;  Thomas  J. 
Bailey,  Norwich.  New  Jersey —Br .  P.  H.  Brakely, 
Belvidere.  Illinois— Br.  Alex.  K.  Kellogg,  Mound 
City,  vice  S.  W.  Hunt,  removed.  Peimstjlvania—Brs. 
Peter  Falkner,  Erie  ;  J.  S.  Griffiths,  Huntington. 
Ohio— Br.  Geo.  O.  Hildreth,  Marietta.  Indiana— 
Dr.  Jos.  W.  Redden,  Shawneetown.  Iowa— Br. 
Edward  Whinery,  Fort  Madison.  Missouri— Br. 
Johnston  Lykens,  Kansas  City. 

Sick  and  Wounded. 
The  number  of  sick  and  wounded  in  all  the  hospi- 

tals of  the  country  is  about  49,000. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Kew  Professors  in  Harvard  University. 
Dr.  Calvin  Ellis,  of  Boston,  has  been  appointed 

Adjunct  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  Uni- 

versity. The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  says : 
A  more  fortunate  selection  than  this  for  the  College 
certainly  could  not  have  been  made,  and  we  are  con- 

fident that  it  will  prove  completely  satisfactory  both 
to  the  profession  and  to  the  large  body  of  medical 
students  with  whom  the  new  professor  is  so  popular. 
Dr.  Ellis  has  had  a  large  experience  in  teaching  as 
Assistant  in  Pathological  Anatomy,  and  shown  him- 

self particularly  adapted  to  impart  to  others  the 
varied  knowledge  he  possesses. 

Prof.  Walco'tt  Gibes,  of  New  York,  has  also been  chosen  to  fill  the  Rumford  Professorship,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Horsford,  and 
to  take  charge  of  the  Chemical  Department  of  the Scientific  School. 

Dr.  Hand. 

It  was  announced  in  a  recent  number,  that  Dr. 
Hand,  Medical  Director  of  the  army  at  Sufi'olk,  Va., 
had  been  captured  by  the  rebels.  It  seems  that  he 
received  very  severe  injuries  in  his  capture,  from 
which  he  may  never  recover.  The  circumstances  are 
related  as  follows  : 
When  the  guerrillas  observed  him  approaching, 

they  ordered  him  to  halt,  which  he  did  not  do  in- 
stantly. Several  rifles  were  then  discharged  at  him, 

and  though  he  fortunately  escaped  being  shot,  his 
horse  fell  mortally  wounded  beneath  him.  It  was  at 
this  instant  one  of  the  cowardly  assassins  rushed 
from  his  place  of  concealment  in  the  bushes  and 
struck  the  fallen  rider  across  the  head  with  the  butt 
of  his  rifle. 

This  stroke  has  affected  the  Doctor's  spine,  and  he 
has  found  it  imperative  to  return  to  the  North  for 
rest  and  medical  treatment.  During  his  temporary 
absence.  Surgeon  A.  D.  Gall,  of  the  Thirteenth  In- 

diana Volunteers,  will  assume  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Medical  Director. 



156 NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

[Vol.  X. The  Harris  Hospital  Car. 
The  Camden  and  Amboy  R.  R.  Company  has  just 

completed  and  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Commission 
a  new  hospital  car,  of  which  the  following  is  a  des- 

cription : 
The  lenth  is  41  1-2  feet,  and  the  width  8  feet  7 

inches.  The  car  will  accommodate  thirty-six  patients, 
with  the  requisite  number  of  attendants,  usually 
three  or  four, — surgeon,  steward  and  two  "  contra- bands the  patients  being  divided  off  as  follows  : 
twenty-four  in  beds,  four  on  sofa,  and  six — the  more 
convalescent — in  easy  chairs.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  thoughtfulness  of  Dr.  Elisha  Harris, 
of  New  York,  the  originator  of  these  cars,  when  we 
state  that  in  addition  to  all  tiie  mechanical  comforts 
supplied  in  the  build  of  the  car,  the  following  partial 
list  of  articles  of  the  first  quality  are  also  provided  : 
24  stretchers,  31  pillows,  24  counterpanes,  24  pairs 
of  socks,  30  pairs  slippers,  60  towels,  10  pair  surgeon 
splints,  15  gowns,  1  roll  of  lint,  25  handkerchiefs, 
cooking  apparatus,  case  of  medicine,  beef-sock,  cof- 

fee, milk,  cups,  pitchers,  knives,  tin  plates,  ban- 
dages, rubber  air  pillows,  rubber  pails  and  blankets, 

utensils  for  cleansing,  canteens,  fans,  and  jellies — 
making  in  all  a  complete  and  portable  hospital. 

The  facilities  for  ventilating  the  car  cannot  be  sur- 
passed for  simplicity  and  efiicacy.  A  free  and  pure 

ctirrent  of  air  is  constantly  supplied,  smoke  and  dust 
being  ingeuiotisly  avoided.  Every  department  in 
fact  is  so  comple  that  a  simple  description  cannot  do 
justice  to  the  ingenuity  displayed  on  each. 

MAKBISD. 

McCall— VThite.— At  "Washiugton,  D.  C,  on  the  2.5tli  June, by  the  Rev.  .T-imcs  Buck,  Charles  A.  McCall,  Assistant  Sur- 
geon U.  S.  Army,  of  this  city,  and  Cordelia  L.,  daughter  of  W. 

G.  W.  White,  Esq.,  of  Washington. 
Stevens — Phillips. — On  the  17th  nit.,  at  Beech  Grove,  by 

the  Rev.  A.  Gosman,  Dr.  Thos.  S.  Stevens  and  Miss  Sallie  S., 
daughter  of  Jaines  A.  Phillips,  both  of  Lawrence,  N.  J. 
Vox  TAfJEX — Mitchell. —  At  Roxborongh,  Twenty-first 

Ward,  Philad'-Iphia,  June  5th,  by  the  Rev.  Marcus  A.  Tolman, 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Von  Tatren,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Lucia  W,,  daugh- ter of  T.  Mason  Mitchell,  Esq. 

DIED. 

BrLLARD. — Dr.  Bnllard,  a  distinguished  physician  in  In- 
dianapolis, di'^d  there  recently,  from  disease  contracted  in 

aiding  the  W(,">Tera  volunteers. 
Crcick. — In  this  city,  on  the  2Ist  ult..  Dr.  John  J.  Cruice, eldest  son  of  tiie  late  Jameu  P.  Cruico,  Esq. 
Day.— June  27th,  1S63,  Willie  Bowling  Day,  infant  daughter 

of  Dr.  D.  C.  and  Mrs.  Julina  Day,  of  is'ashville,  Tenn.,  aged 2  months  and  27  days. 
JackoOX. — Ms'.rch  21,  near  Willow  Grove,  Del.,  of  consump- tion, Lewis  P.  Jackson,  M.D.,  ia  his  2Sth  year. 
Ke5.'?icott.— Dr.  John  A.  Kennicott,  one  of  the  most  dis- 

tingnish<'d  naturalists  and  horticulturalists  in  the  West,  died 
at  lii«  residc-nc'^  at  "Cottage  Grove,"  near  Chicago,  on  Thurs- day morning,  June  4th.  The  deceased  was  one  of  the  earliest 
Rettlerrt  there,  iiaving  been  identitied  with  northwestern  iute- 
rests  for  thirty  years.  His  intense  love  of  evcrythiug  apper- 

taining to  horticulture,  his  extensive  theoretical  knowledge, 
practically  applied,  of  this,  his  life  passion,  have  made  him 
famous  throughrjut  the  ̂ V)rlhweHt,  wherever  flowers  bloom  or 
trees  pat  forth  fruit.  For  many  years  he  was  President  of  the 
State  Horticultural  Society,  and  as  such  was  always  consid- 

ered to  be  the  ;<;ading  spirit  of  tliat  now  distinguished  body. 
METfALPK— In  Morristown,  N.  J.,  on  Thursday,  Juno  LS, France«  Augufta,  infant  daughter  of  Dr.  John  T.  Metcalfe. 
Mr.T.v.— Sudr]  rily,  in  Chatliam,  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  June 22,  Jej.tha  B.  Muna,  M.D.  Dr.  .Muiin  was  the  oldest  Pnrsi- 

dent  of  the  M<;dical  Society  of  New  Jersey.  Ho  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Governor  under  the  old  Constitution  of  New  Jer- 
foy,  and  for  a  time  officiated  ii,s  Governor.  He  waa  elglity-flvo yearH  of  age  at  the  time  of  liiH  death. 
PowKB  —In  Duldln,  May  14, 180.'},  John  Hatch  Power,  ]\f.D., Bit.  K.  Dr.  Power  was  ProfexKor  of  Surgery  in  the  Royal College  of  SnrgeonH,  Dublin.  Ho  wan  the  auth()r  of  an  excel- 

lent work  on  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Artericu. 
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Population  in  I860.. Mortality. 
Male  
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus  .... 
Croup  
Diarrhoea.  
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Erysipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent 
Fever,  Remittent... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typlioid  
Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough  Influenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thru.sh  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  
Cousumjitiou  (/onvulsioiis  
Dropsy  
Gun-shot  Wounds.. 
Intemperance  l^I;ira,smus  
Pleurisy  
PniMimonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula  
Violence  and  Acc'ts 

565,529  805,651 
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87 
82 
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85 210 37.12 
166 37 
12 

206 
184 
158 2.32 
136 390 

48.40 
273 117 

46.62 

52 

27.24 

31 
20 

American  Dental  Convention. 
The  ninth  annual  session  of  this  body  will  take 

place  on  Tuesday,  August  4th,  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York. 

American  Dental  Association. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  this  Association 
takes  place  in  this  city,  on  the  last  Tuesday,  (the  28th) 
of  July  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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Communications. 

GLYCERIKE 
In  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  tiie  Eye. 

Translated  and  arranged  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Seporter, 
By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 

Of  ilassiUon,  Ohio. 

31.  DEBorT  {Bidl  de  tMrajj,  1862, 2^.  19, —annales 
oculistiqiie^  Fevrier,  1863,)  highly  extols  the  glycerate 
of  starch  as  an  exeipieut  for  ophthalmic  pomades. 
To  prepare  it,  heat  the  starch  mixed  Trith  the  glyce- 

rine, so  as  to  make  it  boil  the  least  time  possible,  so 

as  n'bt  to  hydrate  the  peripheric  parts  in  contact  with the  vase. 
M.  Debout  has  adopted  this  formnla  after  the  ex- 

periments of  MM.  MiALKE  and  GriASSi : 
Take  Glycerine,  15  gr. 
Starch,  1  gr. 

Heat  in  a  capsnle  over  the  flame  of  gas  or  a  spirit 
lamp,  and  stir  with  a  spatnla  nntil  complete  hydra- 

tion of  the  starch  has  taken  place. 
The  following  is  a- resume  of  the  advantages  of  the 

new  preparation  considered  as  a  simple  medicament, 
and  as  excipient  of  the  pomades  : 

1.  The  glycerole  of  starch  is  one  of  the  most  ele- 
gant excipients  of  pharmacy.  The  glycerine  is  ob- 

tianed  from  vegetable  oils,  the  preparation  of  the 
new  pomades  does  not  present  the  odor  of  grease, 
and  far  from  causing  erythema,  it  cures  it  when  it 
exists. 

2.  "Whatever  chemical  agent  is  employed,  these pomades  are  not  altered,  and  can  constitute  officinal 
preparations. 

3.  The  agents  used  as  medicaments  are  not  only  in 
a  mixed  state,  but  rather  in  dissolution  in  the  excipi- 

ent. The  new  pomades  are  much  more  active,  and 
determine  the  dynamic  elfects  of  the  substances 
which  serve  them  as  base. 

4.  Their  consistence  does  not  vary  on  application, 
and  they  remain  circumscribed  to  the  regions  on 
which  they  are  placed. 

5.  The  solubility  of  the  excipient  renders  the  re- 
moval of  the  pomade  easy. 

6.  The  special  qualities  of  the  glycerole  of  starch 
are  such  as  to  constitute  it  the  best  excipient  of  the 
pomades  to  employ  in  diseases  of  the  eye  and  the 
skin. 

;  In  the  same  Number  of  Annales  d''oculistiqv.e  the 
special  chapter  on  the  use  of  Glycerine  in  the  treat- 

j  ment  of  ocular  maladies  is  transferred  from  il. 

i  Demauquat's  volume  la  glycerine  et  ses  applica- 
!  tions  d  la  chirurgU  et  a  la  medicine.'^ 
\  Glycerine,  associated  with  one  or  several  medica- 
1  ments  for  which  it  serves  as  vehicle,  constitutes  the 
I  glyceroles.  Solidified  by  its  association  with  another 
j  substance,  as  starch,  for  example,  it  becomes  a 
i  glycei'at,  an  unctuous  substance,  a  proper  excipient 
i  for  medicinal  substances  with  which  it  forms  oint- 

\  ments,  pomades,  etc. 
■  M.  Demabquat  says  : — The  application  of  glyce- 

rine in  diseases  of  the  eye,  constitutes  a  real  progress 
in  the  therapeutics  of  these  affections.  It  has  been  a 
long  time  retarded  by  the  impurities  of  the  glycerine 
of  commerce,  which  has  caused  ahesitancy,  in  conse- 

quence of  its  irritant  properties,  to  apply  it  to  an 
organ  as  delicate  as  the  eye. 
!  Hence,  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  we  had 
only  to  register  the  treatment  by  M.  Tati.ob  o  f 
xerophthalmy,  and  its  employment  by  Mr.  Bowman 

I  in  cauterization  of  the  cornea.    TVe  also  simply  an- 
;  nounced,  for  want  of  positive  information,  the  suc- 

cess that  Mr.  Dallas  had  obtained  from  it  in  several 
cases  of  ophthalmy. 

There  the  application  of  glycerine  in  eye  diseases 
ended.  Since  then,  pharmaceutists  have  supplied  a 
more  perfect  product,  and  the  means  of  giving  glyce- 

rine the  consistence  of  pomade  having  been  found, 
the  field  of  its  application  is  considerably  enlarged. 
Notwithstanding,  that  since  the  commencement  of 
our  researches,  we  have  directed  our  attention  to  this 
matter,  we  will  under  the  circumstances  invoke  the 
experience  of  others  as  more  concltisiye  and  more 
afBrmative  than  our  own. 
MM.  Foucheb  and  Debout  are  the  principal 

authors  of  these  new  attempts.  M.  Foucher  has 
especially  paid  attention  to  glycerine  in  liquid  coUy- 
ria,  whilst  M.  Debaut  has  substituted  the  use  of  the 
glycerats  for  the  ordinary  ophthalmic  pomades, — 
a  happy  substitution,  when  we  think  of  aU  the  incon- 

veniences of  the  excipients  of  those  pomades.  For 
this  purpose  lard  and  butter  were  used,  which  soon 
became  rancid,  and  which  soon  wotild  undergo  this 
transformation  in  contact  with  the  lids,-  irritate  the 
pansj  and  produce  often  an  efi"ect  opposite  to  that 
designed.  And  in  what  state  did  they  hold  the  base  ?  - 
Was  it  in  a  form  to  facilitate  its  action  when  de- 

signed to  act  locaUy,  or  its  absorption,  when  that 
was  desired  ? 

On  the  contrary,  glycerine,  if  I  may  thus  express 
myself,  commences  by  cleaning  (dccaper)  its  surface 
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[Vol.  X. of  application,  so  as  to  present  it  pnre  to  the  medi- 
cinal agent. 

It  is  employedj  either  pure  or  as  escipient,  be  it  in 
the  form  of  collvria  or  of  pomades. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  topical  applications  in  the 
treatment  of  xerophthalmy.  It  arouses  into  action 
the  secretions  of  the  enfeebled  glands  of  the  eye,  and 
by  the  persistent  humidity  -which  it  keeps  np  on  the 
surface  of  the  cornea,  it  prevents  the  drying  of  this 
membrane,  and  restores  its  transparency.  Its  action 
then  is  at  the  same  time  curatiye  and  palliative,  but 
unfortunately,  mainly  the  latter. 

In  purulent  ophthalmy,  Tve  have  (">  priori.,  proposed 
simple  glycerine.  M.  Fofcher  has  applied  it,  and 
found  it  quite  beneficial;  it  aids, other  means,  as 
scarification  of  the  lids,  and  cauterization -svith  nitrate 
of  silver.  He  uses  glycerine  -with  one-third  or  three- 
fourths  water.  These  injections  remove  the  pus,  and 
consequently  prevents  its  long  contact  with  the  dis- 

eased surfaces,  relieves  the  distention  of  those  sur- 
faces, and  lessens  the  inflammation. 

M.  ForcHER  recommends  it  as  a  very  useful  adju- 
vant in  all  cases  of  ophthalmy,  especially  in  palpeb- 

ral ophthalmy,  and  in  particular  ciliary  blepharitis. 
He  makes  use  of  frictions  several  times  a  day  on  the 
border  of  the  lids  with  the  finger  dipped  in  glycerine, 
being  careful  to  act  from  within  outward,  so  as  to 
put  the  eyelashes  in  their  normal  direction,  which 
have,  in  the  last  named  disease,  a  strong  tendency  to 
turn  inward.    These  frictions  keep  the  surface  of  j 
the  lids  quite  clean  ;  they  soften,  detach  and  remove  i 
The  muco-purulent  secretions  which  concrete  at  the 
base  of  the  eye-lashes,  often  cause  them  to  come  out,  j 
favor  the  formation  of  ulcerations,  and  shields  the  j 
parts  from  the  action  of  medicaments.  j 
We  have  seen  Bow"ma>'  employ  glycerine  after 

cauterizing  the  ocular  globe,  or  the  internal  surface 
of  the  lids.  This  practice  is  followed  by  many 
surgeons. 

In  introducing  a  substance  as  mild  and  unctuous 
as  glycerine  between  the  lids  and  the  globe  of  the 
eye,  the  irritation  and  pain  caused  by  the  reciprocal 
rubbing  of  the  lids  and  globe  of  rugosites,  and  scars 
is  prevented. 

Finally  M.  ForciiER  says  that  he  has  cured  simple 
mucous  conjunctivitis  with  pure  glycerine  alone. 

As  Boon  as  the  ophthalmy  presents  itself  with  some 
intensity,  he  associates  witli  the  glycerine  another 
medicamentous  agent  in  the  form  of  a  collyrium. 

He  recommends  the  following  collj-ria. 
Pure  glycerine, 30  grammes. 
Borax, 2  to  4  gr. 

Pure  glycerine, 30  gr. 

Sulpliate  of  zinc, 1  to  3  gr. 

Pure  glycerine, 30  gr. 

Sulpliate  of  copper, 1  to  4  gr. 

Pure  glycerine. 
30  gr. 

Tincture  of  iodine, 4  to  S  gr. 

Pure  glycerine. 30  gr. 

Per  cliloride  of  Iron, 1  to  4  gr. 
Pure  glycerine. 30  gr. 
Tannin, 2  to  4  gr. 

Pure  glycerine,  80  grammes. 
Calomel,  3  to  4  gr. 

Pure  glycerine,  30  gr.' 
Sydenham's  laudanum,  2  to  4  gr. 

These  collyi-ia  are  employed  several  times  during 
twenty-four  hours  as  ordinary  eoUyi'ia.  From  their 
viscidity,  they  spread  upon  the  diseased  surfaces  and 
remain  in  contact  with  them  a  longer  time  than  the 
latter. 

The  calomel  not  being  soluble  in  the  glycerine,  we 
think  it  better  to  give  the  association  of  these  two- 
suljstances  the  form  of  glycerat. 

M.  FoucHER  recommends  in  ocular,  or  palpebral 
conjunctivitis,  the  collyria  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or 
of  borate  of  soda,  as  less  painful  than  those  of  nitrate 
of  silver. 

He  treats  superficial  difi'used  keratitis  with  the 
glycerine  with  sulphate  of  zinc. 

The  symptom  of  photophobia  which  so  frequently 
accompanies  vesiculous  or  scrofulous  ophthalmy  is 
advantageously  combatted  by  the  glycerole  of  lauda- 
num. 

xis  regards  the  colljrrium  with  sulphate  of  copper, 
it  is  well  known  that  this  salt  is  relatively  tardy  in 
its  manifestations,  but  4ts  effects  endure  a  long  tim.e  ; 
hence,  it  is  reserved  exclusively  for  chronic  affections. 
M.  FoucHER  has  established  in  these  affections  the 
eflicacy  of  the  glycerole  of  copper,  as  well  as  the 
glycerole  of  tannin.  The  glycerole  of  perchloride  of 
iron  seemed  to  him  less  advantageous.  He  has  used 
these  medicaments  for  the  following  diseases  :  opa- 
cites  in  the  cornea  ;  vascular  or  panniform  keratitis 
after  excision  of  the  vessels  ;  and  for  palpebral 
granulations.  The  glycerole  of  tannin,  being  less 
energetic  than  the  glycerole  of  the  sulphate  of  copper, 
is  reserved  for  cases  less  intense. 

It  is  astonishing  that  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  not 
found  in  the  above  list  of  formulas  ;  it  is  because, 
according  to  M.  Foucher,  this  salt  is  incompatible 
with  glycerine,  being  precipitated  in  a  chlorate. 

This  fact  is  true  with  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
glycerine  of  commerce,  but  purs  glycerine  does  not 
produce  it,  and  i-)rescnts,  on  the  contrary,  a  more 
stable  solution  than  distilled  water.  The  following 
formula  may  be  used  : 

I^.    Pure  glycerine,  30  grammes. 
Nitrate  of  silver,  0.05  to  2  grs. 

xVlso,  with  the  glycerine  that  we  have  in  the  hospi- 
tals, a  glycerat  of  starch  may  easily  be  mixed  with 

the  nitrate  of  silver.  I  daily  use  this  glycerat  in 
numerous  cases,  and  especially  for  cleansing  certain 
specific  sores. 

The  preparations  that  we  have  just  presented,  are 
not  absolute,  and  the  practitioner  can  vary  them  as 
he  may  judge  proper.  Thus,  Doctor  Dannect  recom- 

mends the  following  collyrium : 
Borax,  1  grammes. 
Cherry  Laurel  water,        5  grs. 
Glycerine,  10  grs. 
Distilled  water.  84  grs. 

We  have  said  that  the  glycerine  collyria  remain 
a  longer  time  in  contact  with  the  surface  to  which 
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they  are  applied,  than  the  aqueous  collyria ;  but 
in  chronic  affections  this  is  not  yet  suflacient,  and  v:q 
must  modify  the  consistence  of  the  preparations,  and 
resort  to  the  glycerats. 
The  glycerat  of  starch  is  the  base  of  the  medica- 

mentous  glycerats  that  are  applied  to  the  organs  of 
vision. 

M.  Debout  proposes  the  following  formulas  : 
1.  Vf..    Glycerat  of  starch,         15  grammes. 

Sulphate  of  copper,       0.01  to  0.25  grs. 
For  chronic  affections  : 

2.  Glycerat  of  starch,         15  grammes. 
Bioxyde  of  mercury      0.15  to  0.50  grs. 

This  glycerat  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  numerous 
ophthalmic  pomades,  among  -vrhich  is  the  red  precipi- 

tate, and  such  as_^the  pomades  of  Kegent,  of  Desault, 
of  Lyon,  etc. 

'  For  all  the  other  pomades,  the  corresponding 
glycerats  arc  substituted.  We  have  cited  some  ex- 

amples with  which  it  will  be  very  easy  for  the  practi- 
tioner to  form  the  glycerat  of  white  precipitate,  of 

acetate  of  lead,  etc. 

"We  will  yet  present  the  following. 
4.  VfL.    Glycerat  of  starch,         15  grammes. 

Iodide  of  potassium,     0.10  to  1  gr. 
M.  GossELiN  has  demonstrated  that  the  Iodide  of 

PQttassium  penetrates  the  chambers  of  the  eye, 
through  the  cornea,  and  has  explained  how  this  salt 
can  facilitate  the  absorption  of  certain  intra-ocular 
plastic  exudations,  combat  the  formation  of  cataracts, 
specks  of  the  cornea,  etc.. 

In  order  to  obtain  these  results  more  readily,  M. 
Debout  has  fmrnished  the  pre-eminently  soluble  pre- 

paration of  the  glycerat  of  iodide  of  potassium. 
We  will  close  what  we  have  to  say  as  to  the  appli- 

cation of  glycerine  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  by  recom- 
mending that  the  ordinary  dose  of  the  medicaments 

to  be  associated  with  this  substance  in  ophthalmic 
preparations  be  reduced  one-third,  or  one-fourth  in 
strength. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Dispensary, 
Obstetric  Department, 

May  2nd,  1863. 

Clinic  by  E.  A.  Spooner,  M.  D. 
Reported  \>j  J.  H.  Sherk,  M.  D. 

Procidentia  "Uteri. 
GENTLEiViEN: — Procidentia  of  the  uterus  is  that  dis- 

placement which  is  recognized  by  a  protrusion  of 
the  organ  external  to  the  vulva. 

The  causes  of  procidentia  of  the  womb  are  unnatural 
weight  of  the  organ  with  relaxation  of  its  ligamentous 
and  vaginal  supports,  and  all  such  affections  as  tend 
to  develop  these  conditions  may  be  considered  pre- 

disposing to  the  disease  in  question. 
The  symptoms,  with  the  exception  of  that  described 

by  patients  as  "  body  protruding  from  person"  are 
much  the  same  as  those  caused  by  other  displace- 

ments of  the  organ.  Such  as  pain  in  the  back  and 
groins,  indigestion,  constipation,  irritation  of  the bladder,  &c. 
The  cliagjiosis  will  be  clear  to  every  intelligent 

physician  when  he  comes  to  make  an  examination 
by  the  touch  and  obtains  a  view  of  the  parts;  The 
protrusion  of  the  uterus  externally  may  be  of  greater 
or  less  extent,  and  thus  will  be  constituted  varieties  in 
the  degree  of  procidentia.  Other  complications,  such 
as  excoriations,  ulcerations  benign  or  specific,  <fec., 
etc.,  may  accompany  the  affection,  but  these  are  not 
essential  characteristics  of  the  disease. 
Case  L. — M.  M.,  set.  44,  married,  mother  of  two 

children.  Has  not  menstruated  for  two  years  or 
more.  Constipation.  Suffers  from  pain  of  no  kind, 
except  frequent  headache.  Complains  greatly  of  the 
inconvenience  caused  by  the  protrusion,  externally, 
of  a  tumor  between  her  thighs.  Examination  shows 
the  uterus  protruding  through  the  vulva  to  the  ex- 

tent of  an  inch,  and  with  it  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  vagina,  which  gives  to  the  whole  mass  a  very 
peculiar  appearance  :  the  lougitudinal  fissure  between 
the  uterus  and  vaginal  parieties  resembling  greatly 

the  mouth  of  the  womb.  By  grasping  the  protrud^- ing  mass  between  the  thumb,  fore  and  middle  finger; 
and  by  exerting  an  equable  and  steady  i^ressure  in 
the  direction  of  the  axes  of  the  inferior  strait  and 
excavation  of  the  pelvis,  the  womb  is  restored  to  its 
normal  position,  and  so  retained  by  a  ring  pessary  of 
three  and  one-eighth  inches  external  diameter.  The 
posterior  tumor,  formed  by  the  prolapsed  vagina, 
disappears  entirely  upon  the  reduction  of  the  uterine 
displacement. 

She  will  take  for  the  constipation 
I^.    Pot.  bitart. Mag.  sulph,  aa.  53  M. 
Two  teaspooufuls  every  morning. 

To  improve  her  general  health,  Tinct.  cinch,  comp. 
foj.,  three  times  daily. 

This  patient  returned  a  week  later  to  report  herself 
entirely  relieved.  The  uterus,  was  in  position.  The 
vagina  being  very  greatly  relaxed,  an  injection  of 
white  oak  bark,  one  ounce  to  the  quart  of  boiling 
water,  was  ordered. 

Case  2. — C.  B.,  widow,  Irish,  pet.  45,  mother  of 
eight  children,  youngest  seven  years.  Presented  her- self at  the  clinic  for  the  first  time  on  the  18th  of 
March  last.  Complains  of  dragging  pain  in  back, 
extending  over  the  hips.  Soreness  in  stomach — 
bowels  regular — appetite  good — general  condition 
rather  anemic — menstruated  regularly  up  to  nine 
months  ago,  since  which  time  she  has  suflered  from 
a  continual  sanguinous  discharge.  Examination  by 
the  touch  revealed  a  prolapsed  condition  of  the  uterus 
with  relaxed  vagina.  Examination  with  the  speculum 
— very  great  hypertrophy  with  extensive  superficial 
ulceration  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  esterually.  Says 
a  body  as  large  as  a  teacup  appears  externally  M  hen- 
ever  she  walks  any  distance,  and  that  she  pushed  it 
back  just  before  entering  the  room.  She  was  ordered 
the  following  : 

Acid,  sulph.,  dil.,  f3ij. 
Syr.  aurant.  f^iv.  M. 

Sig.  Dessertspoonful  three  times  daily,  with 
one  grain  of  sulphate  of  cinchona  morning, 
noon  and  night. 

She  was  told  to  return  in  a  week  and  if  the  tumor 
appeared  to  permit  it  to  remain  so.  A  Aveek  later 
she  returned.  Examination  revealed  a  tumor  pro- 

truding from  vulva  about  the  size  the  patient  before 
represented  it  to  be.  She  is  obliged  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  her  house,  which  makes  it  necessary  that 
she  should  walk  cousideral)ly,  and  as  she  cannot  long 
remain  in  the  upright  position  without  the  appear- 

ance externally  of  the  uterus,  the  constant  rubbing  of 

the  thighs  against  the  womb  has  abraded  the  eu'tire protruding  part.  The  sound  introduced  into  the 
uterus  gives  evidence  of  retroversion  in  its  descent. 
Theprocedentia  was  reduced  as  in  the  other  case,  and 
the  uterus  retained  in  its  proper  position  by  a  ring 
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[Vol.  X. pessary  three  and  three-quarter  inches  external  dia- 
meter.' She  has  since  returned  to  say  that  the  bloody discharge  has  ceased,  and  to  express  herself  delighted 

•vvith  the  change  in  her  condition. 
Case  3.  :N[.  K.,  tvt.  43,  Irish,  ̂ vidow.    Complains  : 

of  pain  in  back.    Bowels  regular.    Appetite  good,  j 
General  debility.    Examination  shows  almost  the  , 
■whole  of  the  uterus  external  to  the  vulva.    The  ex-  ' coriation  in  this  case  is  not  so  extensive  as  in  the 
last,  but  much  deeper.    Great  hypertrophy  of  the 
cervix  and  body  of  the  uterus.    Reduced  as  in  the 
other  cases  and  kept  in  position  by  a  ring  pessary 
three  inches  external  diameter.    Has  now  worn  the 
ring  for  upwards  of  three  months  with  complete  [ 
relief.  ' 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

OSTEOMYELITIS  SPONTANEA  DIEFHSA.  I 

By  Dr.  Th.  Demme, 
Lecturer  on  Surgery  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 

.  Bern. 
Translated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 
By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 

Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
[Continued  from  page  137.] 
Case  Fourteenth. 

J.  H.,  ?et.  17  years  old,  field  laborer,  was  received  \ 
at  the  Clinical  Department  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1861.  From  his  history,  we  learned  that  he  had  a  few 

years  jpreviously  suflTered  from  an  inflammation  of  i 
the  knee-joint,  which  had  resulted  in  partial  anchylo- 

sis. Six  weeks  before  he  entered,  he  was  attacked 
■with  diffuse  osteo-rayelitis  in  his  left  femur.  It  was 
at  noon  when  he  first  experienced  pain.  In  the  eve- 

ning of  the  same  day,  intense  febrile  action  set  in, 
and  he  could  not  move.  For  eight  days  these  symp- 
toms  remained  without  material  change.  Then  a 
swelling  appeared  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  epiphy- 

sis which  (quickly  spread  over  the  whole  thigh.  At 
about  the  third  week  the  knee-joint  also  became 
BwoUen,  and  then  for  the  first  time  the  pain  began  to 
moderate.  In  spite  of  tlie  use  of  large  blisters,  the 
trouble  increased  until  about  the  fifth  week,  when  it 
moderated  to  a  certain  extent.  When  at  the  end  of 
this  he  entered,  he  was  extremely  auicmic  and  feeble. 
An  immense  swelling  encircled  the  whole  of  the 
lower  two-thirds  of  the  femur.  The  joint  had  a 
doughy  feel.  The  oedema  was  spread  over  the  whole 
extremity;  skin  of  a  dirty  ana-mic  brightness.  But  in 
this  case,  even  when  the  ]»ain  was  on  the  increase,  the 
patient  could  lift  his  limb.  Tliis  could  only  be  ac- 

counted for  by  the  former  conditif)n  of  the  joint.  The 
febrile  symptoms  were  considerable.  The  aljsence  of 
the  evening  exacerbation,  eoniljined  with  a  tolerable 
quiet  sleep,  return  of  apetite  and  regularity  of  the 
bowels  seemed  to  promise  that  thedisease  would  take 
a  more  chronic  form.  Seven  days  after  his  entrance, 
the  BwelliTig  was  opened  by  a  incision  Itetween  the 
mm.  rectus  femoris  and  vastus  externus  of  about  six 
inches  in  length  down  to  the  bone.  After  it  had  dis- 

charged several  drar-hms  of  sanguineous  ichor,  the 
edges  of  the  wound  were  cauterized,  jjartly  to  stop 

the  h:T?morrhage,  partly  to  excite  a  new  plastic  action. 
Otherwise,  the  same  treatment  as  before.  A  month 
later  the  suppuration  diminished,  the  afi'ection  of  the joint  began  to  abate,  the  epiphysis  femoris  was  bent 
inward  and  thickened  by  extensive  periosteal  growths- 
Still  the  pus  continued  to  flow  copiously.  At  the  end 
of  January,  1862,  the  abscess  was  almost  closed,  and 
the  wound  from  the  incision  nearly  cicatrized.  The 
bone  was  still  further  thickened  by  growths,  partly 
fibrous,  partly  bony.  The  anchylosis  of  the  knee- 
joint  is  perfect.  There  is,  however,  little  movement 
possible  (lateral)  which  is  owing  to  the  epiphysis  of 
the  tibia  being  almost  completely  separated,  which 
must  have  occurred  during  the  later  period  of  the 
disease.  On  the  12th  of  February,  the  wound  was 
entirely  healed,  and  when  the  plaster-bandage  was 
applied  the  patient  could  move  his  limb  without trouble. 

Case  Fifteenth. 

F.  J.  E.j'Eet.  18  years,  had  suflfered  in  his  ninth  year 
from  difiuse  osteo-myelitis  of  the  left  thigh-bone, 
which  had  resulted  in  a  perfect  separation  of  the 
epiphysis  of  the  tibia.  During  the  latter  nine  years, 
several  speculpe  of  bone  had,  from  time  to  time,  been 
discharged,  which  had  left  several  disfiguring  and 
hyperplastic  scars  behind.  The  whole  of  the  femur 
was,  on  account  of  the  unsheathing  capsule  and  the 
periosteal  growths,  irregularly  thickened.  The  knee- 
joint,  which  had  been  attacked  at  the  same  time, 
continued  to  be  in  a  chronically  inflamed  condition, 
without,  however,  causing  obliteration  of  the  articu- 

lar surfaces.  In  Xovember,  1861,  he  was  received  at 
the  clinic  on  account  of  a  recurring  inflammation  of 
the  knee-joint,  which  had  this  time  led  to  extensive 
empya?mia  of  the  joint.  A  large  lateral  incision  suf- 

ficed to  remove  the  pus.  It  healed  very  quickly  with- 
out anchylosis,  a  result  somewhat  unexpected,  and 

perhaps  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  catarrhal  charac- ter of  the  aflection.  As  the  diastasis  interfered  with 
the  use  of  the  extremity,  the  limb  was  entirely  sur- 

rounded by  the  plaster  of  Paris  bandage.  "With  this, at  the  fifth  week,  he  made  the  first  satisfactory 
attempt  to  walk.  For  want  of  accommodation  the 
patient  had  to  be  discharged  with  the  bandage  still 
on,  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  go  next 
year  to  the  Schinznach  baths. 

Case  Sixteenth. 

F.  E.,  set.  17  years,  was  received  on  the  11th  of 
July,  1861.  Six  weeks  before,  diffuse  osteo-myelitis 
of  the  left  femur  had  begun.  Accompanied  by  severe 
pain  and  intense  typhoid-febrile  action,  a  hot,  doughy 
tumefaction  was  formed,  which  spread  over  the  whole 
thigh.  The  knee-joint  became  filled  with  the  pro- 

ducts of  inflammation,  the  patella  was  raised,  the 
patient  could  not  bear  the  slightest  movement,  and 
he  was  sinking  daily.  TVhen  he  entered  the  Hospital, 
the  fever  was  still  intense,  his  cheeks  were  sunken, 
the  integuments  presented  a  dirty  yellow  color,  the 
tongue  soft,  pale  and  tliickly  coated,  and  lips  parched 
and  cracked.  Patient  thirsty,  liad  no  appetite, 
respiration  accelerated,  a  frequent  small  and  hard 
pulse,  epigastrium  distended  and  tender,  constipation 
of  bowels,  urine  scarce.  The  swelling,  although  it 
spread  over  the  whole  thigh,  "svas  particularly  con- 

centrated around  the  epiphysis.  Knee-joint  fluctu- 
ating, ligaments  relaxed.  The  treatment  consisted 

until  the  22d  of  August,  in  placing  the  limb  in  a  firm, 
immovable  liosition,  and  painting  it  with  strong 
Tincture  of  Iodine,  when  the  disease  having  taken 
a  prone  chronic  character,  the  swelling  was  opened 
with  the  zinc-paste  at  the  lower  border  of  the  vastus- 
externus.    The  periosteum  was  also  divided.  This 



863.] PERISCOPE. i6i 

did  not.  however,  relieve  tlie  pain.  Copious  ichorous 
suppuration  added  still  more  to  the  low  condition  of 
the  patient.  On  account  of  the  pus  burrowing  m 
and  backward,  several  counter  openings  had  to  he 
made.  On  inserting  the  finger  through  the  chief  in- 

cision, a  cavity  was  reached  which  occupied  the 
lower  half  of  the  femur,  and  which  was  partly  filled 

by  fragments  of  disintegrated  tissue.  The  perios- teum was  loosened  almost  to  its  entire  extent.  The 
bone  was  smooth  and  resonant.  A  second  injection 
of  the  iodide  of  potass,  with  an  excess  of  iodine 
brought  on  a  verv  severe  reaction  accompained  with 
chills.  In  the  seventh  week,  the  first  symptoms  of 
diastasis  and  dislocation  of  the  tibia  backward,  ap- 

peared. The  integument  was  here  very  much  infil- trated and  threatened  to  slough.  The  ligaments  had 
become  looser.  The  lower  part  of  the  femur  also 
presented  an  abnormal  flexibility.  On  account  of 
the  necessity  of  frequent  dressing  and  the  other  prm- 
cipal  indications,  the  immovable  position  could  not 
always  be  retained.  At  last,  through  the  repeated 
use  of  iodine  in  the  cavity,  and  the  dressing  with  the 
pvroligneous  acid,  the  discharge  was  lessened,  and  it 
looked  a  little  more  favorable.  The  patient  received 
internally,  iron  and  cod-liver  oil.  During  November, 
an  apparent  change  set  in.  The  cavity  quickly  filled 
with  granulations.  The  softened  tissues  became 
firmer,  particularly  the  ligaments.  The  femur, 
especially  the  lower  third,  became  considerably 
thickened,  hard  and  painless.  In  spite  of  these 
favorable  changes,  the  presence  of  sequestral  frag- 

ments was  still  suspected.  In  the  course  of  Novem- 
ber, it  was  shown  that  this  supposition  was  correct. 

During  a  new  febrile  action,  the  parts  again  began 
to  soften.  A  fistulous  opening  was  thus  efi"ected which  led  the  sound  or  the  finger  into  the  interior  of 
a  sequestral  chamber.  Pieces  of  sponge  were  pressed 
into  the  nearest  incision,  in  order  to  prepare  for  the 
extraction  of  the  sequestral  fragments.  But  this  gave 
rise  to  such  serious  symptoms,  the  like  of  which^  I 
had  never  seen  in  any  case  before,  and  which  I  did 
not  know  how  to  interpret.  Fever,  with  repeated 
chills,  restlessness,  delirium,  vomiting  and  severe 
pains  determined  us  to  remove  the  sponge,  when  his 
condition  immediately  began  to  ameliorate.  In  the 
beginning  of  December,  several  sequestra  were  re- 

moved, which  were  porous  and  sinuous,  and  measured 
from  1^  to  3  ctm.,  in  diameter.  The  chamber  was 
found  to  be  smooth.  But  during  the  following  week 
an  oedematous  condition  having  again  set  in  with 
purulent  infiltration,  similar  necrosed  fragments 
came  away.  The  separation  of  the  superior  epiphy- 

sis of  the  tibia  was  now  complete,  but  the  surround- 
ing soft  parts  had  become  much  firmer,  so  that  there 

was  no  fear  of  perforation.  The  sequestral  cavity 
was  repeatedly  treated  with  Tincture  of  Iodine,  and 
it  soon  filled  with  granulations.  The  general  thick- 

ness of  the  bone  Increased,  and  a  speedy  cure  was 
promised,  when  in  the  beginning  of  February,  1862, 
the  oedema  returned  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
femur.  This  was  followed  by  the  separation  of  the 
livid  cicatrices,  and  gave  rise  to  a  new  inflammatory 
action  in  the  deep  parts.  The  sound  touched  ne- 

crosed bone.  The  danger  that  this  new  inflammation 
would  lead  to  the  soltttion  of  the  new  formed  mate- 

rial, decided  us  to  make  an  early  incision  in  order  to 
extract  the  sequestra.  They  consisted  of  eroded, 
cordical  plat(4  which  altogether  measured  about  6 
ctm.  The  finger  detected  smooth  surfaces  and  thick 
fibrous  periosteal  growths.  The  sponges  were  again 
used  and  the  reaction  Avhich  followed  was,  compared 
to  that  on  the  former  occasion,  very  slight.  Already 
on  the  eleventh  day  the  greater  part  of  the  incision 
was  filled  with  a  granulating  material.  The  recovery 
now  proceeded  rapidly.  What  was  remarkable  is, 
that  a  certain  degree  of  articular  mobility  was  re- tained. 

Cass  Seventeenth. 
This  ease  was  very  interesting  on  account  of  the 

long  duration  of  the  disease  and  the  exact  insight  ob- 
tained into  the  different  stages  of  the  disease.  L.  V., 

tet.,  25  years,  was  received  on  the  3rd  of  March,  1846. 
He  was  afi'ected  with  difi'use  osteo-myelitis  of  the  right 
femur,  which  had  commenced  about  five  weeks  before 
with  the  usual  symptoms.  More  than  half  the  bone 
was  implicated  as  well  as  the  knee-joint.  A  diffuse 
sub-periosteal  abscess  which  extended  to  the  pop- 

liteal space  and  extensive  collections  of  pus  were 
freely  opened.  This  succeeded  in  arresting  the 
affection  of  the  joint ;  but  looseness  of  both  femoral 
and  tibial  epiphysis  occurred.  At  the  end  of  ninety 
days  the  patient  was  with  a  diffuse  thickening  of  the 
thigh,  sent  to  Schinznach.  The  wounds  still  suppu- 

rated, and  the  flexibility  in  the  region  of  the  epiphy- 
sis continued.  To  strengthen  this,  a  supporting 

capsule  was  applied.  While  at  the  baths  several 
sequestra  of  cortical  substance  were  eliminated.  The 

j  same  thing  happened  in  the  folloAving  year,  during 
I  an  increased  inflammatory  action.  On  the  29th  of 
December,  1856,  ten  years  later,  he  was  received  in 
the  Hospital  for  the  second  time.  The  trouble  con- 

sisted in  an  extensive  necrosis'  of  the  thigh  bone with  partial  loosening  of  the  sequestra  in  the  region 
of  the  lower  epiphysis,  and  a  considerable  promi- 

nence in  the  popliteal  space.  Several  fistulous 
openings  were  also  formed.  After  a  long  prepara- 

tory treatment,  an  incision  of  about  three  inches  in 
length  was  made  from  Avhich  a  black  sequestrum  was 
extracted,  which  at  its  lower  end,  corresponded  to 
the  whole  .thickness  of  the  femur,  but  only  to  the 
third  of  the  same  at  its  upper  end.  On  the  24th  of 
November,  1857.  the  patient  was  discharged  with  a 
leather  splint  surrotmding  the  limb.  The  flexibility 
of  the  bone,  which  he  had  retained  to  this  time, 
gradually  lessened.  In  the  summer  of  1861,  he  pre- 

sented himself  for  examination.  His  recovery  was 

perfect. 
Contributions  to  the  Knowledge  of  Glaucoma, 

By  T.  H.  A.  HAPrMA>-s. 
We  have  received  the  January  number  of  the 

American  Journal  of  OijhtrLalmology,  in  which  there  is 
a  continuation  of  the  elaborate  article  of  DeGkaefe 

"On  Diptheritic  Conjunctivitis,"  also  "The  Anoma- 
lies of  Mobility  of  the  Human  Eye,"  by  the  Editor. 

But  the  paper,  which  is  of  the  most  practical  charac- 
ter, is  entitled  "Contributions  to  the  Knowledge  of 

Glaucoma,"  from  which  we  extract  a  jiortion  for  the 
benefit  of  our  readers. 

The  following  extracts  of  the  German  transcript 
of  this  dissertation,  which  was  written  in  Utrecht, 
Professor  Donders'  collaborating,  by  Dr.  M.  Schmidt, 
are  intended  to  make  the  sttbject  better  known  in  this 
country. 

The  description  of  Glaucoma  by  Weller  is  worthy 
to  be  reprodticcd. 

"The  first  symptom,"  he  says  "is  a  smokincss,  a 
mist,  periodically  occm-ring,  getting  more  and  more i  dark  and  large.    Soon  the  patient  sees  black  spots 

I  and  points  appearing  in  the  cloitd  before  his  eye. 
I  This  symptom  sul'sules  with  the  decrease  of  vision. 
j  SloAvly  the  pupil  l)ccomcs  less  movable.  Supraorbi- tal pains  begin,  for  some  time  augmenting.  These 
pains  may  not  set  in,  under  favoraMe  cireumstanccfs, 
for  days  or  weeks ;  usually  they  become  greatest  in 
the  evening,  and  remit  in  the  morning.  Photophobia 
j  comes  on  generally  only  to  a  moderate  extent — hard- ness of  the  bulbus.  The  patient  sees  the  colors  of 
the  rainbow  around  candles  ;  the  neuralgia  becomes 
more  and  more  intense,  and  he  has  a  feeling  of  ten- 

sion in  the  eyeball,  as  if  it  were  about  to  burst.  The 
sight  decreases  continually.  The  patient  distinguishes 
large  objects  only.    The  pupil  becomes  motionless, 
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[Vol.  X. larger  and  larg  er,  loses  its  black  tinge,  and  has  a  dull 
and  dim  appearance.  In  the  depth  of  the  eye  ap- 

pears a  dim,  g-reeuish-blacl:  or  sea-green  coloration, of  a  concavelbrm.  The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva 
of  the  globe  are  distended,  go  to  the  margin  of  the 
corneaT  leaving  a  dirty-bluish  ring  around  it.  The 
large,  immovable  pupil  cither  remains  round,  or  be- 

comes irregular  and  oval.  The  supraorbital  pains 
continuing,  the  power  of  vision  is  reduced  to  a  mere 
perception  of  light.  The  pupillary  edge  of  the  iris 

folds  itself  outvrards,  so  that  a  black  ri^ng,  the  uveal coat,  appears.  The  color  of  the  his  is  lost,  and  soon 
its  structure  is  hardly  to  be  recognized.  The  eyeball 
has  a  dim,  stiff  and  uncertain  appearance.  Finally, 
the  lens  becomes  also  obseuratod ;  the  green  pupil 
changes  its  color  to  a  greenish-^^'hite,  and  the  surface 
of  the  obscuration  sterns  convex,  "while  before  it seemed  holloAved.  The  lens  soon  softens,  swells, 
presses  the  iris  forwards,  and  diminishes  that  way 
the  anterior  chamber." 

"After  the  pathological  changes  in  the  ball  have  thus 
attained  their  climax,  and  the  caspule  become  ob- 

scure, and  the  eyeball  adapted  a  considerable  hard- 
ness, it  often  shrinks  and  atrophies,  the  eyelids  sink, 

and  cover  perfectly  and  forever  the  sunken  organ." 
This  description'  though  by  no  means  complete nor  correct  in  every  particular,  alludes  to  the  most 

important  points  ;  certainly  Wellek  has  not  yet  re- 
cognized the  pathogenesis  of  the  disease,  as  he  lays 

not  stress  enouuh  on  the  hardness  of  the  globe. 
IVIackenzie  (1830)  saw  the  great  importance  of  the 
hardness  with  more  p)recision.    He  was  the  first  to  \ 
speak  of  an  augmentation  of  the  fluids  of  the  eye- ! 
ball,  consecutive  resorption  of  the  pigment  of  the  1 
choroid,  and  blindness  by  increased  pressure  on  the  ' 
retina.    Stellwag  von  Cario>-  (1855)  also  believed  | 
in  the  participation  of  the  choroid  in  the  glaucoma-  j 
tous  process,  but  denied  the  latter  to  be  simply  chor-  , 
oiditis.  Here  aud  there  a  distinction  is  made  between  j 
chrorde  and  acute  glaucoma;  the  disease  is  described  j 
as  being  sometimes  strongly  inflammatory,  destroy- ! 
ing  vision  in  a  few  days,  or  even  in  one,  sometimes  | 
more  benign,  a  series  of  slight  inflammatory  attacks,  i 
but  which lanally  lead  to  blindness.  A  description  of 
"glaucoma  simplex"  without  inflammatory  symp- 

toms is  nowhere  given. 
Such  was  the  state  of  knowledge  before  the  inven- 

tion of  the  ophthalmoscope.    After  this  time,  the 
second  period  of  knowledge  having  begun,  the  first 
observation  referring  to  the  sul>ject  originated  from 
Edwakd  Jagek  (185-i).  He  describes  and  represents  j 
among  a  number  of  plates,  a  case  of  "arthritic  glau- ; 
comatous  amaurosis."    He  believed  to  obseiwe  the  | 
optic  nerve  convex ;  the  retinal  vessels  he  saAv  par- 1 
tially  discolored,  partially  radiating  from  the  edge  of  | 
the  papilla,  etc.,  etc.    More  precisely  the  aspect  of! 
the  papilla  of  the  optic  nerve  was  soon  afterwards 
described  by  De  Graefe  (1855).    The  latter  added  a 
second  very  important  symptom,  the  pulsation  of  the 
branches  of  the  central  artery.  Jagek  had  stated  the 
existence  of  the  spontaneous  pulse  of  the  retinal  ar- 

teries before  that  time,  (1854,)  but  had  neitlier  seen 
that  it  had  any  relation  to  the  disease,  nor  given  any  1 
explanation  of  it.  Guaefe  says,  "  that  the  most  sim-  j pie  explanation  of  the  arterial  pulsation  seemed  to  | 
be,  that  in  the  great  state  of  intraocular  tension,  the  ; 
continual  ]>rcs5Urc  exerted  Ijy  the  arteria  centralis  on 
its  contents  was  not  sufficient  to  force  blood  into  the  \ 
interior  of  tlie  eye,  but  that  during  the  systolic  aufj-  , 
mentatUm  of  the  pressure  of  tlic  blood,  a  wave  of  the  ' 
latter  was  propelled  through  the  sclerotical  ring."  | 

In  regard  to  the  app(%'iranfe  of  the  optic  nerve,  ' 
Gkakfr  believed  it  to  be  a  sign  of  convexity.  "Weheu  ' (1855;  first  studied  the  ways  t(j  judire  the  dimensions 
of  depths  with  the  ophlhalniobcope,  and  (iuAEFR,  ; 
after  this,  found  that  the  glaucomatous  optic  nerve  | 
was  not  convex,  but  excavated.    So  the  most  promi- 

nent ophthalmoscopic  symptoms  showed  themselves 
at  once  an  oriirinating  from  the  same  source,  viz..  tJic 
mig mentation  of  intraocular  j'^ensurc.    So  the  whole 

type  of  the  disease  received  at  once  its  cause  and  its 
!  explanation.    To  combat  the  fundamental  symptom 
must  be  at  the  same  time  the  basis  of  treatment  and 

\  its  triumph. 
j  After  this  period,  the  researches  of  Graefe  fol- 

lowed quickly  each  other.  They  are  all  deposited  in 
the  diflerent  A-olumes  of  the  Archives,  and  we  dis- pense here  with  their  enumeration,  particularly  as 
v\-e  return  to  them  in  the  third  part.  Graefe \lis- 
tinguslied  three  categories  of  cases :  1st,  Acute  or  in- 

flammatory glaucoma,  (choroiditis  glaucomatosa, 
ophthalmia  arthritica  of  authors)  ;  3d,  "Chronic  glau- coma ;  and  3d,  Amaui'osis  with  excavation  of  the 
optic  nerve. 

The  acute  form  he  considers  a  choroiditis,  or  u'ido- choroiditis,  with  excessive  exudation  in  the  vitreous 
body,  consecutive  augmentation  of  intraocular  pres- 

sure, and  the  already  mentioned  secondary  symptoms  ; 
the  chronic  form  is  also  inflammatory,  and  the  symp- 

toms which  finally  all  appear,  have  the  same  origin  : 
amaurosis  with  excavation  of  the  optic  nerve  Graefe 
cannot  admit  to  have  the  same  pathogenesis,  though 
the  functional  changes  bear  some  relation  to  those  of 

I  chronic  glaucoma  and  the  two  diseases  occur  some- 
i  times  in  the  two  eyes  of  the  same  individual;  he 
rather  is  inclined  to  explain  the  excavation  by  trac- 

tion from  the  body  of  the  optic  nerve.  So  the'  exca- vation of  the  optic  nerve  seemed  to  lose  its  pathog- 
nomonic value  for  the  determination  of  the  existence 

of  glaucomatous  disease. 
To  devise  therapeutic  means  to  diminish  intraocu- 
lar pressm-e  from  that  moment  became  De  Graefe's aim. 

The  experiment  of  instillations  of  atropine  failed. 
Repeated  paracentesis  only  ameliorated  the  symp- 

toms, a  few  cases  excepted.  The  good  eflect  of  iri- 
dectomy or  iritis  and  various  forms  of  iriodo-choroid- 

itis  he  already  knew,  but  he  never  had  noticed  that 
intraocular  pressure  was  diminished  by  that  operation. 
This  he  ouiy  suspected  after  he  executed  it  for  ulcer- 

ation and  infiltration  of  the  cornea  and  after  having 
observed  the  disappearance  of  small  staphylomas. 
In  July,  1856,  after  several  experiments  on  animals, 
he  first  executed  the  operation  for  glaucoma  on  the 
human  subject  ;  1857  his  classical  j>aper  appeared 
and  he  was  already  justified  in  hoping  vrhat  the  fu- 

ture has  so  brilliantly  realized. 
His  resttlts  were  the  following: 
(1.)  Iridectomy  has  always  a  favorable  effect,  if 

performed  in  the  prodromal  stage. 
(2. )  Iridectomy  performed  dtiring  the  acute  period 

of  inflammatory  glaucoma,  is  the  most  reliable  anti- 
phlogistic. The  ophthalmoscope  shows  the  following,  after  the 
operation : a.  The  papilla  is  perfectly  normal  after  a  first 
attack. 

h.  There  is  no  arterial  pulse. 
c.  There  are  extravasations  of  blood  in  the  retina, 

most  of  which  occurred  after  the  operation. 
d.  Often  there  are  found  eccliymotic  patches  of  the 

choroid  near  the  equator  of  tlie  globe,  which  are  in- 
dependent of  the  operation,  and  soon  subside. 

The  innnediate  amelioration  of  sight  must  be  at- 
tril)uted  to  the  evacuation  of  the  obscurated  aqueous 
humor.  The  real  aud  pernument  amelioration  takes 
l)lace  in  cousetiuence  of  the  removal  of  pressure  from 
the  retina.  The  greatest  elfect  show#»lready  two  to 
three  weeks  after  the  operation.  The  injection  and 
hardness  of  the  globe  6ul)sidc  earlier.  The  ciliary 
neuralgia  is  generally  checked  immediately.  The 
sensitiveness  of  the  cornea  soon  returns,  Avhile  the 
iris  rarely readopts  its  normal  )n(jbility  and  structure. 

In  all  cases  where  the  operation  Avas  performed 
within  a  fortnight  of  the  production  of  inflammatory 
action,  vision  was  perfectly  restored,  even  when  only 
a  quantitative  perception  of  light  had  existed. 

(3.)  Iridectomy  in  the  latter  periods  gives  very 
dill'erent  results: 

a.  Sometimes  after  many  weeks  or  months  after 
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the  first  inflammation  perfect  restoration  of  vision,  if 
the  field  of  vision  and  the  papilla  ̂ -eve  normal  after the  last  attack. 

&.  If  the  field  of  vision  has  become  defective,  the 
prognosis  is  more  unfavorable,  particularly  if  the 
limitation  is  considerable,  and  the  optic  nerve 
strongly  excavated.  In  no  case  ̂ vithout  ciuantitative 
perception  of  light  a  trace  of  power  of  vision  vras 
ever  restored. 

c.  The  symptoms  of  augmented  pressure,  hard- 
ness of  the  globe,  paralysis  of  the  iris,  insensibility 

of  the  cornea,  and  diminution  of  the  anterior  cham- 
ber, are  ceteris  pai-ibv.s  favorable  as  to  the  prognosis. 

d.  In  all  cases,  iridectomy  checks  once  forever  the 

cilliary  neui-algia  and  the' inflammatory  process  in  | general.  [ 
(4.)  In  chronic  glaucoma,  iridectomy  has  a  tem-  | 

porary  effect,  depending  greatly  on  individual  differ-  ' ences,  as  to  degree  and  duration. 
(5.)  In  amaiu-osis  vrith  excavation  of  the  optic 

nen'e,  mdectomy  has  no  influence  on  vision,  but  may 
perhaps  retard  the  whole  process.  | 

At  the  end  of  his  paper  DeGeaefe  mentions  the  ̂ 
important  question  of  the  v-ay  hovr  to  perform  the  : 
operation  usefully.  ̂ Most  essential  is  the  eccentricity  j 

in  the  crystalline  body,  account  for  the  frequent 
occurrence  in  o-iaucoma  of  a  symptom  which  may  be 
often  observed  in  normal  eyes,  partictilarly  when  the 
pupil  is  somewhat  dilated. 

The  dArninvilon  of  the  field  of  vision  is  a  constant 
symptom  in  all  forms  of  glaucoma.    It  is  none  of 
the  first  in  glaitcoma  simplex.  The  form  of  the  limi- 

tation, according  to  Geaefe,  is  usttally  diagonal,  viz. : 
j  the  external  upper  part  and  the  internal  lower  part 
of  the  field  of  vision  become  defective,  or  vice  versa. 

!  Iridectomy  has  a  most  favorable  influence, 
j     The  result  of  the  observations  of  the  author  is, 
I  that  the  external  hemisphere  of  the  retina  is  always 
first  disturbed  in  its  functions,  and  that  therefore  the 

I  external  part  of  the  field  of  vision  remains  longest 
[  in  a  normal  state. 
I     V.  Iridectorny  in  Glaucoma. — The  treatment  of  the 
'  disease  is  entirely  limited  to  this  operation.    As  soon 
as  o-laucoma  simplex  becomes  complicated  with  an 
inflammatory  attack,  the  operation  must  no  longer 
be  delayed.    All  other  means  of  treatment,  external 

j  or  internal,  are  of  no  avail  whatever.    Local  deple- 
\  tions  of  blood  even  seem  to  attgment  the  inflanima- 
;  tory  action,  according  to  Snellen. 

All-important,  therefore,  is  the  operation  of  ex- 
of  the  wound,  the  removal  of  the  iris  to  the  edge,  the  |  cision  of  the  iris.  The  author  agrees  with  Geaefe 
size  of  the  artificial  pupil,  and  the  careftil  depletion  I  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  before  nientioned  directions 
of  the  aqueous  humor.  j  for  its  performance.    More  important  still  than  the 

n.  TJie  causes  of  tM  disease  are,  as  already  stated,  ;  excision  of  a  broad  piece,  is  the  excision  of  the  iris 
but  very  imperfectly  known.  Mostly  weak  and  deli-  |  to  tlie  j^eripTiery.  If  the  ophthalmoscope  does  not 
cate  persons  are  affected.  95  patients  had  17-i  de-  1  siiow  a  broad  brim  of  the  zonula  zinnii  outwards  of 
seased  eyes  ;  56  women  39  men.  The  age  from  50  to  j  the  equator  of  the  lens,  the  excision  has  not  reached 
70  is  most  disposed.  Myopic  eyes  are  comparatively  ;  far  enough  to  the  ciliary  insertion.  In  order  to  cut 
rarely  subject  to  the  disease;  myopia  was  observed  .  o^^t  a  large  piece  of  the  iris,  reaching  to  the  periphery, 
in  9  cases  onlv,  and  in  those  mostly  in  a  slight  de-  - 
gree. 

in.  Xature  of  Glcmcoma.~The  basis  of  the  type  of 
glaucomatous  disease  is  increased  tension  of  the  li- 

quids of  the  globe.  The  cause  of  this  increased tension  is  tmknown. 
The  supposition  '^'tJiat  the  cause  of  glaucoma  is  to 

sought  in  an  irritated  condition  of  the  secretory  nerves  of 
the  eye,''  remains,  therefore,  hypothetical  for  the present ;  and  we  refrained  therefore  from  entering 
more  deeply  into  this  part  of  the  paper. 

IV.  Symptoms. — Th^se  have  been  enumerated  suf- ficiently often  to  be  considered  as  known  by  the 

:  BowMAX  made  formerly  a  little  flap  in  the  sclerotic 
!  with  a  cataract-knife,  ftilly  one-half  millimeter  from 
'  the  margin  of  the  cornea  :  the  prolapsed  iris  was seized  with  a  forceps,  divided  at  one  side  of  the 
wound,  torn  from  its  insertion  until  it  reached  the 
other  side,  and  then  cut  oQ"  entirely.    The  method not  being  entirely  free  from  danger,  Bow:^iAX  now 

'  uses  the  lance,  and  has  quitted  the  cataract-knife,  but 
:  still  tears  the  iris  from  its  insertion.    The  aqueous 
humor  ought  to  be  made  to  escape  slowly  always,  as 

j  before  mentioned.  The  adherence  to  this  rule  makes 
;  prolapsus  of  the  iris  comparatively  rare,  and  it  is 
j  easy,  by  following  the  usual  mode  of  iridectomy,  to 

readers,  and,  besides,  there  has  hardly  auythiuH:  to  be  ;  remove  a  large  piece,  after  a  broad  part  of  the  mem- 
added  to  De  Geaefe's  description.  To  consider  the  ;  ̂ rane  near  tlie  pupillary[margin  has  been  seized  with 
appearances  sin2iy,  we  first  have  to  speak  of  the/opn  \  ̂-^^  pincette.* 
of  the  cornea,  when  the  intraocular  pressitre  is  m- 
creased.  Helmholtz  and  Geaefe  thought,  a  piriori 
for  various  reasons,  that  the  cornea  was  flattened; 
but  experiments  of  Schelske  and  Juxge  have  shown 
that  their  supposition  cannot  be  considered  as  antle. 

The  aurjinentation  of  prtsbyo'pia  is  an  almost  con- stant svmptom.  easy  explainable  by  the  progressive 
paralvsis  of  the  ciliary  muscle.  Whether  changes  in 
the  form  of  the  lens,  or  its  refractive  condition,  or  in 
that  of  the  vitreous',  take  place,  to  account  for  the presence  of  hyper nutropAa,  (existing  in  75  per  cent, 
of  the  affected  eyes,)  cannot  be  determined  without 
ftu'ther  investio'ation. 

The  connection  between  tJie  existence  of  arterial  pul- 
sation and  the  impaArment  of  vision  is  undeniable. 

Prof.  Do>-dee5  and  Dr.  Moll  made  the  relative  ex- 
periments upon  themselves,  and  found  that  as  soon 

as  their  eves  were  put  under  such  tension  by  the  pres- 
sing finger,  that  the  arterial  pulse  became  visible  by 

the  ophthalmoscope,  the  obscuration  of  the  field  of 
vision  took  place  immediately. 

The  occitrrence  of  a  colored  rrag  aronnd  candles,  ob- 
served bv  the  patients,  has  also  been  attributed  to 

The  atithor  has  observed  in  Utrecht,  in  the  Eye 
Hospital  as  well  as  in  his  own  and  Do:s^dees'  practice 
that  the  operation  gives  much  better  results  in  glau- 

coma with  chronic  ophthalmia,  (DeGeaefe-s  glau- coma chronicum,)  and  in  glaucoma  simplex,  (De 
Geaefe's  amaurosis  with  excavation  of  the  optic 
nerve,)  than  De  Geaefe's  experience  and  publica- 

tions led  to  suppose.  He  strongly  recommends  iri- 
dectomy as  a  means  of  cure  in  glaucoma  sim^jlex.  If 

the  eyeball  is  hard  and  the  papilla  excavated,  the 
operation  does  much  good.  The  experiment  has 
shown  that  the  operation  has  no  influence  on  atrophy 
of  the  optic  nerve  from  a  cerebral  cause,  (Doxders.) 

*  De  Graefe,  in  his  latest  contribution,  (New  Contributions 
to  tbe  Knowledge  of  Glaucoma  and  the  Therapeutic  Effect  of 

!  Iridectomy,  A  f.  0.,  VIII.,)  especially  recommends  the  firm 
fixation  of  the  globe,  in  the  execution  of  the  operation  in  ques- 

tion. The  sraaU  space  of  the  diminished  anteiior  chamber  re- 
quires the  utmost  care  not  to  injure  the  leus,  if  it  is  intended, 

as  it  ouirht  to  be,  to  make  the  internal  wo*iud  of  the  cornea  as 
peripherical  as  possible,  and  fixation  certainly  facilitates  this 
ffreatlv.    But  also  for  the  slow- evncuation  of  the  aqueous the  increase  of  tension.  To  be  as  brief  as  possible,  we  1  humor,  fixation  is  almost  indispen.sable.  He  further  advises 

onlv  state  without  reproducina-  the  nice  development  |  not  to  follow  the  rule  of  Bowma.v.  to  make  the  excision  up- 
Of  theories  in  the  orio-inal,  that  the  author  is  inclined  wards  :  though  optical  and  cosmetical  reasons  are  certainly  in 

.".^  .i^c  .vmptom  in  the  ahered  I  f^vor  of  that  rule,  its  execution  is  very  difflcult  in  many  cases, ?\uipLuiii  m  liic  aiLLiLu  i        ̂ ^^^^       aqueous  humor  rushes  out  with  such  a  violence. to  look  for  the  cause  of  this 
conduiou  of  parts  of  the  refracting  media  outside 
of  their  axis.    The  dilated  condition  of  the ptipil,  and 
perhaps  an  increased  diflraction  through  a  change  i  pected  effect  of  the  excision 

that  effusions  of  blood  in  the  anterior  chamber  and  ecchymosis 
of  the  retina  cannot  be  avoided  and  seriously  change  the  ex- 
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tliat  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  guard,  and  are 

guiltv  of  practical  treason  to  medical  science, 

j     "We  fear  that  some  of  our  profession  "who  "wield 
the  pen.  either  as  authors  of  books  or  editors  of 

serial  publications,  do  not  fullj  realize  the  "weight 
of  responsibility  that  rests  on  them.    The  author 

who  presumes  to  issue  a  "work  on  any  branch  of 
medical  science  in  "which  he  is  not  thoroughly 
posted,  and  which  is  not  brought  up  to  the  level 

attained  by  that  branch,  not  only  disgraces  him- 
self, but  dishonors,  and  in  so  far  as  his  influence 

;  extends  misleads  and  injures  his  profession.  So, 

'  the  journalist,  "who,  like  the  craft  -without  a  rud- 
i  der.  is  carried  by  the  current  or  "waited  by  every 
\  fitful  gust,  or  who  exerts  his  influence  in  the  sup- 

port of  some  personal  or  selfish  interest,  or  who 
becomes  the  representative  of  any  man  or  party  of 
men  for  pecuniary  considerations,  betrays  trusts 

I  of  vast  importance  to  an  honorable  profession,  and 
is  totally  unfit  to  guard  its  interests. 

Every  medical  journal  in  the  land  should 
be  absolutely  independent  of  selfish  interests  of 

every  kind,  and  devote  themselves  exclusively 

to  the  general  interests  of  the  profession  of  "which 
they  are  in  some  degree  the  representatives, 

j  They  should  be  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  their 

ON  GUARD  !  ^^^7-    I^  pursuing  such  a  course  they  will  un-  ̂  

Circumstances  that  surround  us  are  naturally  doubtedly  make  enemies,  and  perhaps  lose  sub- 

suggestive  of  thought.  In  ho"w  many  military  scribers.  But  if  their  course  is  honest  and  upright, 
camps  throughout  the  Union  are  there  faithful  for  every  enemy  they  make  or  subscriber  they 

soldiers  on  guard.  They  are  guarding  the  honor  lose,  they  will  gain  three  friends  whose  friendship 
and  interests  not  only  of  their  regiments,  corps,  or  is  worth  the  having,  while  those  they  lose  will 

armies,  but  of  the  nation  that  they  represent,  lose  their  influence  among  high-minded  physi- 

Occasionally  one  proves  faithless  to  his  trust,  and  cians,  and  settle  down  finally  into  deserved  ob- 
either  deserts  to  the  enemy,  or  sleeps  on  his  post,  scurity. 
giving  a  vigilant  foe  advantages  that  he  is  not  The  immense  circulation  of  the  Reporter  makes 

slow  to  avail  himself  of,  to  the  endangering  of  it  vastly  important  that  it  should  be  a  faithful 
interests  of  great  magnitude.  sentinel.    We  feel  the  great  responsibility  that 

In  like  manner  the  literary  works  of  our  profes-  rests  upon  us,  and  desire  to  do  our  duty  fearlessly 
sion  are  sentries  on  guard,  who  have,  in  a  greater  and  rightly.  Our  sentiments  as  expressed  in  our 
or  less  degree  the  honor,  interests,  and  efficiency  pages  are  open  to  just  and  kindly  criticism,  and 
of  our  noble  science  in  their  keeping.  If  they  are  such  will  always  receive  respectful  attention, 
in  any  way  false  to  their  trust,  wander  into  We  are  thankful  to  know  that  we  have  ample  evi- 
devious  paths,  become  the  representatives  and  dence  of  tlie  decided  support  of  the  profession  in 

supporters  of  men  and  ideas  rather  than  of  princi-  our  general  course,  and  shall  aim  to  advocate 
pie,  or  in  any  manner  exhibit  a  lack  of  vigilance  such  principles  only  as  shall  challenge  their 
in  their  important  work,  they  betray  the  interests  approval. 

The  rebel  invasion  of  this  State,  the  threatened 

demonstration  against  Philadelphia,  and  the  ex- 
citement consequent  thereon,  make  it  incumbent 

on  us  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  our  readers  for  any 
irregularities  that  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
in  which  we  are  placed,  may  cause. 

The  editor  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  up 
the  musket  for  city  defence,  and,  for  awhile  his 

time  "will  be  partly  occupied  with  military  duties. 
It  is  hoped  that  no  emergency  will  arise  that  wiU 
require  his  whole  time,  but  if  there  should,  there 

are  others  who  "will  no  doubt  lend  their  aid  in  the 
editorial  management  of  the  Repoeter. 

The  same  circumstances  have  so  deranged  all 
branches  of  business,  that  it  wiU  be  difficult  to  get 

the  full  quota  of  work  done,  or  to  get  it  done  -with 
the  promptness  that  is  desirable.  We  shall  do  the 
best  we  can. 

We  must  ask  our  subscribers  to  be  indulgent,  to 
send  us  communications,  (for  the  excitement  has 

nearly  stopped  these,)  and  to  answer  our  calls 
upon  them  as  promptly  as  possible. 
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STREET  cLEAisnisra. 

One  of  tlie  most  important  things  in  a  sanitary 

point  of  view  in  a  large  city,  is  the  prompt  re- 
moval of  filth  and  garbage  from  the  streets.  The 

municipal  authorities  expend  immense  sums  of 
money  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  but  there  are 
few  cities  where  the  work  is  faithfully  done. 

Philadelphia  has  had  the  name  of  being  an  ex- 
ception to  this  rule,  but  of  late  years  her  streets 

have  been  sadly  neglected,  and  many  of  them  are 
now  in  a  filthy  condition,  much  to  the  detriment 
of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants* 

Our  neighbor  city.  New  York,  is  fortunate  in 
the  possession  of  a  new  broom  in  the  shape  of  a 

City  Inspector  recently  appointed,  who  is  devoting 
his  energies  with  some  degree  of  success  to  the 
herculean  task  of  making  the  pavements  of  that 
city  visible  to  the  unassisted  eye. 
We  are  desirous  that  the  streets  of  New  York 

should  be  kept  clean — but  being  somewhat  jealous 
of  the  reputation  of  Philadelphia,  we  cannot  help 
feeling  some  chagrin  at  the  prospect  of  her  rating 
second  to  a  city  whose  street- cleaning  has  been  so 
notoriously  badly  managed. 

There  is  a  good  deal  in  a  new  broom,  and  if 
there  is  no  other  way  of  getting  our  streets 

^!'cleaned,  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding one.  The  season  is  upon  us  when,  if  ever, 

it  is  important  that  our  streets  should  be  in  the 

most  perfect  condition  as  regards  cleanliness. 

TKE  WOUIsrDED  IIST  THE  LATE  BATTLES. 

In  the  battles  that  lately  took  place  in  and  near 
Gettysburg,  in  this  State,  a  very  large  number  of 
men  were  wounded.  We  have  seen  the  number  of 

wounded  in  the  national  army  during  the  battles 
of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  July,  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand,  while  a  large  proportion  of  the  rebel 

wounded  were  ako  left  in  our  hands.  By  a  tele- 

graphic dispatch  from  the  Surgeon  Greneral's  office 
we  learn  that  the  arrangements  of  the  medical 

department  are  such  that  no  volunteer  surgical 
aid  will  be  needed. 

Those  who  are  badly  wounded  will,  of  course, 
have  to  be  retained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battle- 

ground. Of  those  who  can  be  removed,  many  are 
being  brought  to  this  city.  Every  Government 

hospital  here  will  be  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

Large  numbers  are  also  being  sent  to  Baltimore, 
and  other  cities. 

It  is  in  such  circumstances  as  these  that  hos- 

pital cars,  such  as  we  have  described  on  two  or 

three  occasions,  ambulances,  such  as  the  fire  com- 
panies of  this  city  have  patriotically  provided  for 

the  transportation  of  the  wounded  from  the  cars 
to  the  hospitals,  and  which  were  described  in  the 
Reporter,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  297,  with  other  means  of 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  wounded,  will  be 

fully  appreciated  by  the  sufi"ering  soldiers. 
From  present  appearances,  there  are  battles  yet 

to  come  ofi",  which  will  add  largely  to  the  number 
of  the  wounded  already  brought  from  the  battle- 

field. The  responsibility  that  rests  upon  our  sur- 
geons is  very  great.  We  trust  they  will  all  prove 

themselves  equal  to  them. 

One  word  of  caution.  The  temptation  will  be 

great  to  overcrowd  the  hospitals.  We  hope  that 
no  unworthy  rivalry  between  cities  and  hospitals 

will  cause  so  many  patients  to  be  crowded  to- 
gether as  to  endanger  their  lives  from  endemics 

that  will  be  more  fatal  to  them  than  the  wounds 

or  sickness  that  brought  them  to  the  hospitals. 
  

Notes  and  Comments. 

Heroic  Conduct. 

A  correspondent  states  that  while  the  battle  was 
raging  at  Gettysburg,  Dr.  Huber,  of  that  place, 
and  his  wife,  were  both  constant  and  unremitting 
in  their  attentions  on  the  wounded,  wholly  regard- 

less of  their  personal  safety. 

Wanted— Medical  Supplies. 
During  the  brief  stay  of  the  rebel  army  in  the 

southern  counties  of  this  State,  we  learn  that 
they  were  specially  solicitous  to  obtain  medical 
supplies,  surgical  instruments,  etc.  Physicians 
and  druggists,  it  is  said,  were  relieved  of  all  their 
stock  of  medicines  and  instruments. 

Infanticide. 

From  the  returns  presented  to  Parliament,  it  ap- 
pears that  during  eighteen  months,  ending  Jime, 

1862,  verdicts  of  "  Wilful  Murder,"  "  Found  Dead," 
in  ditches,  ponds,  &c.,  were  returned— in  London 
297  children,  and  in  England  and  Wales  624,  total 
921  children  under  two  years  of  age,  all  of  whom 
were  most  probably  murdered. 
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[Concluded  from  page  142.] 
Bed  Wose. 

Dr.  HedenuSj  of  Dresden,  recommends  the  follow- 
ing prescription  in  cases  in  "svliicli  redness  of  the 

nose  is  owing  to  abdominal  plethora  :  Acid  carbon- 
ate of  soda,  ten  grammes,  dissolved  in  two  hun- 

dred grammes  of  balm-wator,  to  which  add  five 
grammes  of  the  extract  of  orange-peel ;  three  table- 
spoonfuls  of  this  mixture  to  be  taken  per  day,  exter- 

nally ;  he  rubs  the  nose  with  a  mixture  of  three 
grammes  of  laudanum  and  twenty  centigrammes  of 
extract  of  belladona,  and  then  has  the  nose  washed 
and  rags,  dipped  in  cold  water,  applied  to  it.  After 
the  above  potion  has  been  used  for  some  time,  he 
prescribes :  Bicarbonate  of  soda,  seven  grammes  ; 
powdered  rhubarb,  five  grammes  ;  ipecacuanha,  two 
and  a  half  grammes  ;  compound  extract  of  colocynth, 
one  gramme,  and  extract  of  great  celandine  quantum 
suff.  M.  Make  into  pills  of  ten  centigrammes  each  ; 
from  eight  to  ten  of  them  to  be  taken  daily. 

Specific  for  Jaundice. 

Dr.  Lafo^ttaine.  of  Lelande-sur-Ehone,  recom- 
mends a  decoction  of  the  leaves  of  the  artichoke  and 

root  of  dog-grass  as  a  specific  for  the  jaundice.  At 
the  rate  of  three  breakfast-cups  a  day,  this  decoction 
is  laxative.  He  adds  that  this  prescription  was 
given  him  ten  years  ago  by  an  excellent  practitioner, 
the  late  Dr.  Villeroy,  of  Balleroy. 

Gelatin  Bandage. 
Various  methods  have  been  devised  in  cases  of 

fracture  for  keeping  the  injured  parts  immovable 
after  the  bones  have  been  set.  Plaster  of  Paris  has 
been  used  with  good  effect,  but,  besides  the  inconve- 

nience it  has  of  depositing  a  white  dust  on  the  bed- 
linen,  it  is  too  stiff,  and  therefore  less  convenient 
than  the  more  pliant  starch  bandages  which,  how- 

ever, in  their  turn,  present  the  equally  serious  draw- 
back of  being  too  long  getting  hard,  as  much,  indeed, 

as  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours.  Dr.  IIamon,  of 
Paris,  now  proposes  a  substance  which  has  hitherto 
been  overlooked,  namely,  gelatin,  or,  in  other 
words,  common  glue.  In  order  to  apply  it,  Dr. 
IIamon  dissolves  it  in  alcohol,  after  it  has  been  pre- 

viously dissolved  in  water ;  it  Is  then  applied  on  the 
bandage  with  a  brush,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
and  a  half  or  two  hours  it  gets  dry,  with  the  aid  of 
a  little  moderate  wanntli.  An  example  will  best 
show  how  tlic  operation  is  effected.  A  child,  five 
years  old,  fell  out  of  her  bed  about  two  months  ago, 
and  fractured  her  shoulder  l)onc.  The  doctor,  on 
this  occasion,  first  put  a  good  deal  of  cotton  between 
the  fingers,  as  also  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  which 
was  then  firmly  closed  and  bandaged  all  around,  so 
as  to  maintain  it  so  during  the  whole  of  the  treat- 

ment. This  bandage  was  coated  over,  by  itself,  with 
alcoholized  gelatin ;  a  quantity  of  cotton  was  then 
laid  all  round  the  elbow  and  a  bandage  put  on  up  to 

the  shoulder,  but  so  as  to'  enclose  a  wire,  held  in  its 
proper  position  by  an  assistant,  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  arm  ;  over  this,  again,  another  bandage  was 
coiled,  and  then  a  good  coating  of  gelatin  laid  on. 
The  little  patient  was  then  placed  in  a  chair  by  the 
fire,  with  her  arm  in  a  scarf,  until  the  bandage  had 
become  stiff.  On  the  following  day  the  operator  cut 
the  bandage  open  with  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors,  fol- 

lowing the  direction  of  the  wire  which  had  been  put 
there  for  that  purpose,  and  was  enabled  to  take  off 
this  solid  as  well  as  elastic  shell  withoiit  difla,culty. 
Holes  were  then  punched  into  it  at  regular  intervals 
along  the  section  on  both  sides,  and  the  apparatus 
put  on  and  laced  tight,  just  like  a  buskin.  It  was 
regularly  taken  off  again  every  second  day  to  exam- 

ine the  injured  part,  and  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  day 
the  patient  was  encouraged  to  make  some  slight  mo- 

tion with  great  care.  The  apparatus  was  definitively 
taken  off  on  the  twenty-fifth  day,  having  preserved 
all  its  stiffness,  elasticity,  and  shape. 

Test  for  Olive  Oil. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  olive  oil  sold  in 

America  and  elsewhere  is  very  seldom  pure,  but  is 
mostly  adulterated  with  other  chej¥p,  vegetable  oils. 
M.  Hauchecorne,  a  chemist  of  Yvetot,  has,  how- 

ever, just  discovered  an  easy  method  of  detecting 
such  frauds.  M.  Hauchecorne' s  test  is  oxygenized 
oil,  which  may  be  had  at  any  chemist's,  and  is  a 
colorless  liquid.  The  method  of  using  it  consists^in 
pouring  a  portion  of  the  oil  to  be  tested  into  a  grad- 

uated tube,  by  which  the  volume  of  the  liquid  is 
ascertained  at  a  glance.  To  three  volumes  of  olive 
oil  one  volume  of  oxygenized  oil  is  added,  and  the 
whole  well  shaken.  After  a  few  seconds  the  mixture 
will  become  green,  if  the  oil  is  pure  olive.  No  other 
oil  will  do  so.  Poppy  oil  will  assume  a  rose  color 
with  the  test ;  oil  of  sesamum  will  turn  bright  red  ; 
oil  of  araclmis  turns  yellowish  gi-ey ;  and  beechnut 
oil  takes  the  color  of  ochre.  These  are  the  oils  most 
commonly  used  to  adulterate  olive  oil.  When  the 
latter  is  pure  the  green  tint  appears  instantaneously, 
but  if  adulterated  the  liquid  must  stand  three  or  four 
minutes  before  the  color,  whatever  it  may  be,  ap- 

pears. Even  the  quality  of  the  olive  oil,  when  pure, 
may  be  tested  in  this  way.  Thus  an  apple-green 
color  shows  that  the  olives  employed  were  too  ripe. 
A  light  green  denotes  oil  obtained  from  a  mixture  of 
olives  of  different  qualities,  but  none  of  them  spoilt. 
Tlie  olive  oils  of  Nice,  Port  Maurice,  and  Genoa  bo- 
long  to  the  former  sort ;  those  of  Aix  and  Grasse  to 
the  latter. 

Incubative  Stage  of  Hydrophobia. 
M.  Renault  has  publislied  a  comnmnication  on  the 

time  during  which  hydrophol)ia  may  be  in  a  state  of 
incubation.  Your  readers  may  recollect  that  in  April 
last  M.  Renault  proposed  the  permanent  muzzling 
of  all  dogs  not  chained  or  kept  within  doors,  and  the 
immediate  destruction  of  any  dog  suspected  of  hav- 

ing been  bit  by  a  mad  one.   lie  also  showed  that  at 
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Berlin  hydropliobia  liad  become  almost  extinct  by 
these  measures.  Struck  with  this  fact,  the  police  of 
Paris  shortly  afterward  ordered  the  general  muzzling 
of  all  dogs  left  at  liberty,  but  the  order  was  very 
negligently  executed,  inasmuch  as  many  muzzles 
were  of  India  rubber,  and  were  insuliicient  to  pre- 

vent dogs  from  biting  ;  moreover,  the  measure  soon 
fell  into  disuse,  and  unmuzzled  dogs  are  now  seen 
roaming  freely  in  the  streets.  M.  Senault  shows 
that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  police  regulations  re- 

quire the  owner  of  any  dog  who  may  happen  to  have 
been  bit,  or  suspected  of  having  been  so,  to  keep  him 

under  strict  observation  for  a  'time  not  exceeding 
forty  days.  In  most  instances  the  order  is  not  com- 

plied with  at  all,  and  no  step  is  taken  by  the  author- 
ities to  ascertain  whether  it  has  been  executed  or  not. 

But  our  author  contends  that  even  were  the  order  ex- 
ecuted to  the  letter,  forty  days  is  by  far  too  short  a 

period  for  complete  security  against  the  incubation 
of  hydrophobia,  and  describes  a  series  of  experi- 

ments made  by  him  since  1836,  at  the  Veterinary 
School  of  Alfort,  from  which  it  appears  that  during 
twenty-four  years  he  had  examined  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  dogs,  which  he  had  caused  to  be  bit  be- 

fore his  eyes  by  mad  dogs,  and  then  kept  separate 
for  the  space  of  four  months.  Out  of  this  number 
sixty-three  presented  no  symptoms  whatevei-,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  and  of  the  remaining  sixty-eight, 
no  less  than  thirty-one  displayed  symptoms  of  the 
disorder  after  the  fortieth  day,  and  that  out  of  these, 
one  was  seized  with  hydrophobia  after  the  one  hun- 

dred and  eighteenth  day,  three  after  the  eightieth, 
seven  after  the  seventieth,  and  eighteen  after  the  j 
sixtieth  day.  M.  Renault  hence  concludes  that  dogs  j 
should  be  kept  close  for  at  least  four  mouths  after  ! 
they  have  been  bit.  \ 

\ 
Lithotrity.  j 

Dr.  CiviALE  lately  read  a  highly  important  paper  | 
at  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  the  stone,  showing  j 
that  lithoti'ity  should  be  had  recourse  to  as  soon  as  I 
possible,  and  not  put  off  until  the  stone  has  attained  i 
a  large  dimension. 

Marriages  of  Consanguinity. 
A  paper  was  read  from  Dr.  Ballet,  Military  Phy- 

sician to  the  French  army,  at  Rome,  containing  some 
facts  tending  to  confirm  the  injurious  effects  of 
marriages  between  relatives,  effects,  it  appears, 
which  may  remain  dormant  until  the  second  genera- 

tion. One  of  the  cases  quoted  was  that  of  a  French- 
man and  a  German,  the  former  remarkable  for  his 

intellectual  powers.  Of  his  three  sons,  only  one,  the 
youngest,  is  in  a  normal  state,  the  eldest  being  de- 

formed, and  the  second,  deaf  and  dumb.  The  fourth 
child,  a  daughter,  is  half  an  idiot.  The  father  was 
born  of  cousins-germain.  In  another  case  of  mar- 

riage between  cousins,  the  mother  had  several  still- 
born children,  and  then  others  that  were  deformed 

and  died  soon.  The  only  surviving  one  is  rickety 
and  otherwise  affected  with  disease.  In  a  third  case, 
two  children  were  born  both  weak  and  stupid. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 
Assistant  Surgeons. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  made  the  following  ap- 
pointments of  Assistant  Surgeons  of  Volunteers : 

Dr.  W.  B.  Trull,  Dr.  Jxo.  H,  Sl-lliyax,  Dr.  J.  K. Banding. 

Promotions. 
Assistant  Surgeons  J.  W.  Lawton,  J.  3.  Morri- 

son, JonN  "W.  MiNTZEE,  A.  M.  Wilder,  Philip Hakvet,  James  Bellange  and  John  L.  Todd,  have 
been  promoted  to  Surgeons  in  the  Volunteer  Army. 

Medical  Department  of  tbe  Vv7"est. 
The  folloAving  we  take  from  the  St.  Louis  HejmbU- 

can  of  the  29th  June.  It  may  be  regarded  as  a  truth- 
ful exposition  of  the  thorough  organization  of  the 

Department,  since  its  charge  was  entrusted  to  Col. 
R.  C.  Wood,  the  Assistant  Surgeon  General  of  the 
United  States  Army  : — 

The  "Western  Medical  Department. 
In  equif)ping  for  the  field  the  immense  armies  which 

the  rebellion  has  called  forth,  one  cf  the  most  serious 
obstacles  which  the  Government  has  bad  to  contend 
against  is  the  diffieuliy  of  being  prepared  in  all 
emergencies  with  surgical  and  medical  appliances  of 
all  kinds  for  the  wounded,  together  with  the  thousand 
and  one  necessaries  which  on  such  occasions  are  in- 

dispensable, and  though  easy  to  procure  for  a  single 
individual,  are  very  difficult  to  be  had  when  those 
stricken  down  by  the  enemy's  fire  are  counted  by 
thousands.  To  furnish  such,  the  Medical  Depart- 

ment of  the  Army,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Sani- 
tary Commissions,  have  made  strenuous  efforts,  yet 

in  many  instances  after  the  battles  which  have  been 
fouglit  during  the  campaigns  in  Virginia,  especially 
after  that  of  Antietam,  there  was  almost  an  entire 
lack  of  requisite.medical  aid  and  of  those  necessaries 
we  have  alluded  to,  entailing  consequently  much  suf- 

fering on  the  unfortunate  men  who  were  wounded  in 
those  actions  ;  this,  too,  occurring  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  great  cities  of  the  East.  It  is,  how- 

ever, gratifying  to  know  that  in  the  Western  Depart- 
ments, thanks  to  the  profound  foresight,  professional 

skill,  extensive  experience,  and  unusual  administra- 
tive ability  of  Colonel  R.  C.  Wood,  the  Assistant 

Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army,  no 
action  has  been  fought,  since  that  officer  assumed  the 
duties  of  Chief  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
West,  (and  which  for  the  information  of  our  readers, 
we  will  mention  comprises  fourteen  of  the  North- 

western and  Southwestern  States,)  after  which  there 
Avas  any  want  either  of  surgical  aid,  medical  attend- 

ance, appliances,  or  comforts  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  had  suffered  in  the  engagement.  At  all  times 
there  has  been  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of 
anticipated  action  these  important  supplies,  and  this 
fact,  so  patent  to  all,  and  its  trnrh  to  universally 
acknowledged,  is  the  more  remarkable  when  we  con- 

sider the  disadvantages  which,  from  a  variety  of 
causes,  the  West  has  labored  under ;  the  difiicuities 
of  transportation  through  a  country  Iiostile  to  tbe 
forces  occupying  it,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtain- 

ing extraneous  professional  aid,  in  districts  but 
sparsely  settled,  and  frequently  disloyal. 

Two  Commanding  Generals  in  the  Wi-st,both  at  this 
time  operating  in  the  field,  have  accorded  unbounded 
praise  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  West,  not 
only  for  its  unceasing  efforts  in  being  ever  prepared 
for  emergencies,  but  also  for  the  ample  care  and  ac- 

commodation it  has  always  afibrded  the  sick,  as  well 
as  the  wounded,  of  our  armies. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  dated  June 
9th,  1803,  addressed  by  James  E.  Yeatm.vn,  Esq., 
President  of  the.  Western  Sanitary  Commission,  on 
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tiou<,  to  the  President  of  tlie  Cliamber  of  Commerce 
of  St.  Louis,  attest  tlie  perfection,  in  every  particular, 
of  tlie  arrangements  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicks- 
bnrs:  f  r  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  wounded  sol- 

diers : 
"  The  arrangements  of  the  Medical  Department, 

under  the  direction  of  Surgeon  M.  Mills,  U.  S.  A., 
Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  Gen.  Grant,  were 
most  excellent,  and  the  transportation  of  the  sick 
and  wounded,  under  Dr.  A.  H.  Hoff,  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  hospital  steamer  D.  A.  January,  were 
more  perfect  than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

The  wounded  were  so  well  provided  for  by  the 
Medical  Department  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
our  steamer  should  be  used  for  hospital  purposes." 

Nor  are  the  above  statements  the  only  evidence 
which  can  be  brought  in  proof  of  the  admirable  ad- 

ministration of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  West, 
for  it  has  been  conceded,  without  exception,  by 
Governors  of  States,  officers,  civilians,  and  others 
interested,  that  all  supplies  have  been  in  great  abun- 

dance ;  at  all  times  on  hand  for  emergencies  in  the 
rapid  and  peculiarly  arduoits  catnpaigns  of  the  war, 
and  far  beyond  the  wants  of  the  army  ;  that  visitors 
to  the  scenes  of  action  are  always  not  only  astonished 
at  the  comforts  furnished,  but  leave  quite  satisfied 
that  the  soldiers  are  well  cared  for  by  the  Government 
for  which  they  are  fighting. 

Further  testimony  than  this  could  be  readily  added, 
were  it  necessary,  but  we  think  sufficient  has  been 
said  to  show  that,  in  spite  of  the  many  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  Eastern  Department,  the  Medical  De- 

partment of  the  West  will  not  suffer  by  being  con- 
trasted with  it,  either  in  its  administration  or  the 

professional  talent  it  displays. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 

3 fainc— Dr.  Charles  E.  Swan,  Calais  ;  ̂eio  York 
Jonxsox,  Johnstown  ;  Ohio — Dr.  Chas. —Dr.  W.  H. 

T.  Leonard Ravenna. 

Army  Hospitals  in  Philadelphia. 
The  following  is  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the 

the  Army  Hospitals  in  and  near  this  city,  for  the 
week  ending  July  4. 

Chestnut  Hill  2588 
West  Philadelphia  1595 
Christian  Street   177 
South  Street   145 
Turner's  Lane   126 
Summit  House   103 
Sixty-lifth  and  Vine   103 Gen II an  town   78 
Filbert  Street   62 
Chester   51 
Brf>ad  and  Prime   50 
Islington  ]>ane   10 
.Tlic  wliole  number  of  soldiers  in  the  various 

hospitals  is  5087 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Coj-rf-ftj/oiiflenfft  ivill  plert/ie  notice  rmr  rdtrraied  re- 

rpwM  to  gixf  their  full  ruMr<M8  in  fhf-.ir  communications  to 
uff.  Our  corrf.Mpondf.nce  in  very  f'Menaivn,  and  it  i«  necefi- 
fffiry  for  nx  nlicnyn  to  know  tlw  Town,  County  and  SxATK 
from  whence  tht.ir  letters  are  Merit. 

Dr.  8.  P.,  Camforma.— YonrH  received,  with  incloHuro. 
Will  be  glad  V>  receive  coinrniinicationH  from  oar  Califurcia 
sabncribers.    Can  yon  not  extend  our  liHt  ? 

Dr.  J.  E.  S.,  N.  Y.— We  decline  anything  le«H  than  the  full 
■nbHcriptlon  price.  Kepobteh  and  Lancet  ̂ republication;,  one 
year,  f(i  iii  advance. 

MARRIED. 

Blfmenthal— AscH.— On  Wednesday,  Julv  1st,  by  the  Rev. Isaac  Leaser,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  G.  Papa,  Mark  Blumenthal. M.D.,  of  New  lork,  and  Selina,  third  daughter  of  Joseph  M 
Asch,  Esq.,  of  this  city.  ^ 

DIED. 

Dodge.— At  Poughkeepsie,  N.  T.. 
Dodge,  in  the  44th  year  of  his  age.' JoHNES.— In  Morristown,  N.  J.,  on  Saturday,  July  4 
John  B.  Johues,  in  the  7Sth  year  of  his  age.  ' Thompson.— On  the  1st  instant,  at  Coktesville,  Pa.,  Dr  J W.  Thompson,  Assistant  Surgeon  141st  regiment  P  V  iu  the 

31st  year  of  his  age,  '  '' 

29th  ultimo,  Dr.  Samuel 
Dr. 
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Population  in  1860..  565,529 Mortality. 
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Adults  '.  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Zymotic  Dise\ses. 
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Diarrhoea  
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Oun-shot  Wounds.. 
Jntemiierance  Marasmus  
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Communications, 

EIiECTEO  THEKAPEUTICS. 

By  H.  Lassing,  M.  D. 
Of  New  York. 

Galvanism  and  its  modifications  seems  to  be  one 

of  those  large  -unexplored  fields  requiring  much 
examination,  and  the  more  exj^lored  the  more  we 
find  to  explore. 

A  new  phenomenon  which  I  have  lately  found 
may  become  of  great  value  therapeutically.  I  refer 
to  the  effect  produced  by  a  union  of  the  currents 
of  electricity  evolved  by  separate  helices,  which 
maybe  beautifully  modified  and  seem  to  be  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  operator.  In  a  helix  com- 

posed of  three  distinct  and  separate  helices  or  coils 

of  insulated  copper  wire  of  difi"erent  degrees  of 
thickness,  each  helix  being  insulated  from  and 
free  from  metallic  contact  with  any  other  three, 
different  sensations  or  intensities  of  electro-mag- 

netic currents  are  evolved,  namely,  an  induced 
direct  or  primary  current  from  the  inner  helix  of 
coarse  wire,  a  secondary  to  and  fro  current  from 
the  middle  helix,  and  a  tertiary  to  and  fro  or  alter- 

nating current  from  the  outer  helix.  The  inner 
helix  renders,  of  course,  the  weakest  current  sen- 

sationally, which  increases  in  intensity  till  the 
outer  coil  is  reached,  which  in  an  ordinary  sized 
electro-magnetic  machine,  constructed  upon  this 
principle,  is  so  intense  that  with  the  galvanic  cur- 

rent of  one  pair  of  small  plates  it  is  stronger  than 
any  ordinary  person  can  endure.  Now,  wherever 
two  of  these  currents  are  united,  another  and  dif- 

ferent sensation  is  produced.  I  will  briefiy  de- 
scribe this  arrangement  and  state  the  facts  which 

experiments  have  established.  To  do  so  more  in- 
telligibly, I  will  employ  a  small  diagram  of  the 

posts  of  a  machine  thus  constructed,  not  including, 
of  course  the  posts  by  which  the  battery  is  con- 
nected. 

+  B 
+  0 

C+  +A 
The  current  evolved  from    A''  to  ''B"  is  the 

primary  induced  or  direct  galvanic  current  from 
the  inner  coil. 

The  currents  ''C"  to  "  B"  and  ''C"  to  "  D" 
are  the  secondary  to  an  fro  and  tertiary,  alternat- 

ing from  the  middle  and  outer  helices. 
The  theory  heretofore  held  by  electricians — and 

until  now,  I  also  believed  in  it — was  that  none  but  a 
direct  electro-magnetic  current  would  electro-plate 
and  decompose  iodide  of  potassium.  A  machine 
arranged,  according  to  the  description  here  given, 
seems  to  refute  this  theory.  A  reference  to  the 
foregoing  diagram  will  make  the  following  state- 

ment much  clearer  than  I  could  otherwise  explain 
it. 

Careful  experiments  show  that  the  currents  from 
"A"  to  "C"  and  from  "A"  to"D,"  although 
not  direct  currents,  will  electro-plate  as  well  as  that 
from  "A"  to  *'B"  which  is  a  direct  current. 

From  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  water, 
the  currents  from  "A"  to  "  C"  and  from  "A"  to 
*'D"  will  evolve  iodine  at  one  pole  with  but  a  very 
slight  trace  at  the  other. 

I  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  ascertaining  posi- 
tively any  cause  for  these  phenomena,  and  am  still 

experimenting  with  them.  In  the  application  of 
these  facts,  so  ascertained  in  practice  on  several 
patients,  I  find  as  many  different,  and  in  some  in- 

stances unexpected,  effects  produced,  which  have 
led  me  to  consider  this  a  valuable  improvement  in 
electro-magnetic  apparatus. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  those  employing 

this  therapeutic  agent  to  these  facts.  I  'shall  in- 
vestigate them  further,  and  what  I  ascertain  I  shall 

beg  the  privilege  of  communicating  through  your 
columns. 

The  Electro  Magnetic  Machines  so  arranged,  are 
patented  by  Jerome  Kidder  of  New  York. 

DIPHTHEEIA. 

By  p.  J.  Roebuck,  M.  D., 
Of  Derry  Church,  Pa. 

Dr.  Wagenseller,  of  Selin's  Grove,  Pa.,  ex- 
presses my  views  upon  this  disease  much  more 

distinctly  than  I  am  able  to  do,  consequently  I 
will  only  say  that  my  experience  fully  corroborates 
his.  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  chief  features, 
course  and  treatment  of  eight  typical  cases,  which 
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my  preceptor  and  mvself. 

The  disease  made  its  appearance  in  the  form  of 
an  ordiuarj  pyrexia,  with  a  peculiar  disposition  to  , 

affect  the  fauces  and  neighboring  parts.    In  the  | 
majority  of  cases  the  fever  was  of  a  sthenic  nature  ] 

from  its  outset,  but  soon  assumed  an  adynamic  ' 
form.    The  pulse  was  Toluminous.  numbering  ; 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  but  , 
became  quick,  feeble,  and  more  frequent  as  the 
disease  advanced.    Tongue  was  slightly  coated,  ' 
with  the  peculiar  red  and  glossy  appearance  of ; 
typhoid  fever  toward  the  decline,  yet  no  other 
symptoms  of  entric  fever  could  be  detected.  The 
fauces,  etc.,  in  most  cases,  presented  a  bright  red 
appearance,  the  more  asthenic  casos  being  of  a 
faint  purplish  hue,  with  one  or  several  small 
patches  of  exudative  matter.        ese  patches  in- 

creased in  number  and  extent  until  the  parts  were 
completely  lined  by  them,  requiring  from  several 
days  to  as  many  weeks.     In  most  cases  this 
pseudo- membrane  extended  into  the  larynx,  and 
in  a  few  into  the  bronchia.     Symptoms  of  croup 
resulted ;   nevertheless,  not  one  case  died  of 
asphyxia  or  its  consequences.     This  membrane 
was  very  tenacious  and  could  only  be  removed  ; 

with  much  difficulty,    an   oozing  hoemorrhage  ' 
always  following,  showing  that  the  membrane 
had  in  part  organized.     It  would  also  reform  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours.  \ 

I  attribute  the  cause  of  death  to  a  general  de-  I 
pravation  of  the  vital  fluid,  as  in  the  above  cases  ■ 
there  was  no  evidence  of  any  other  disease,  nor 
did  the  local  affection  seem  to  be  sufficient  to 
destroy  life.  A  fact  more  conclusive  still  is,  that 
the  local  affection  had  disappeared  iu  several  cases 
before  death. 

The  disease  certainly  seems  to  be  peculiar  in  its 
nature  (^fiii  generis )  and  leaves  a  wide  field  for 
investigation. 

Treatment. — This  consisted  in  keeping  the 
bowels  open,  mild  diaphoretics,  and  the  following 
mixture,  both  locally  and  internally : 

I^.    Tinct.  ferri  chlor.  foij  1 
Potass,  chloras,  5ij  ! 
Aqure  flostillat.,  f3iv.  M. 

S.   One  tablespoon ful   every  one,  two  or  ' 

decline  of  the  disease,  such  as  quinise  sulph.,  beef 
tea,  chicken  broth,  brandy,  etc.,  etc. 

When  the  peculiar  red  tongue  presented,  fspoken 
of  above,)  oil  of  turpentine  was  given  iu  doses  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops,  in  emulsion. 

Nor  was  the  mercurial  course  omitted.  In  one 
case  calomel  was  administered  until  its  constitu- 

tional effects  were  perceptible  upon  the  gums,  with 
no  other  effect  than  perhaps  converting  the  dis- 

ease into  an  u^icerative  condition,  as  the  parts 
assumed  a  putrid  aspect,  with  great  increase  of 
the  fetid  breath.  Yet,  this  case  was  but  slightly 
impressed  with  the  mercurial,  and  its  effects  care- 

fully watched. 
Several  hundred  cases  were  treated  by  me  upon 

tlie  above  plan,  but  one  case  having  died,  until 
the  family  mentioned  below  became  the  sufferers 
by^the  disease,  when  out  of  eight  but  one  (a  bright 
lady  of  seventeen  years  J  was  left  to  mourn  her  loss. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  age,  time  of 
attack,  and  termination  of  the  disease  in  that family : 

Feb'y  14,  first  visit  Feb.  16,  died  Feb.  16,  age  5. 
IS,       "        "    19,  recovered       "  17. 
19,       "        "    19,  died  Feb.  25,  age  10. 

"    20,       "        "    20,    "     "    26,  3. 
it    21,       "        "    21,    "     '*    26,  19. 
^'    26,       "        "   26,    "March  14,  "  16. 

March  23,       "    March  23,    "  April  12,  "  8. 
"    25,       "  25,    "     "      6,  14. 

four  hours, 
intervals. 

Use  as  a  gargle  also,  at  same 

When  more  stimulation  seemed  required,  two  ! 
drachm.s  of  diluted  muriatic  aci  l  were  added  to  the 
above  mixture.    Nitrate  of  silver  was  also  used  in 
Folution,  varying  from  five  to  sixty  grs.  to  the 
ounce  of  water.  | 

In  two  cases  sulphate  of  zinc  was  employed  in  I 
emetic  doses,  repeated  once  or  twice  a  day.  j 

Stimulants  were  freely  employed  during  the  \ 

The  Value  of  Practical  Knowledge. 
Of  the  uses  of  practical  knowledge  we  yesterday 

saw  an  illustration.  A  mammoth  sexagoual  crystal 
was  shown  to  us  by  its  owner,  Mr.  Mitchell.  It  is 
nearly  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  about  eighteen  inches 
long.  Next  to  a  specimen  in  Barnum's  Museum,  it 
is  the  largest  we  have  ever  seen.  The  base  of  the 
specimen  is  opaque  quartz  rock ;  the  other  portion 
is  as  clear  as  crystal.  It  was  found  by  the  Rev.  Ed- 
MUXD  Craig  Mitchell,  on  the  farm  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
near  Ellicott-s  Mills,  Md.  The  yound  divine  was 
on  a  visit  to  Dr.  Johnson.  From  the  house  a  path 
leads  to  a  spring  that  supplies  the  family  with  water. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  walking  with  Dr.  Johnson  in  the 
path,  obser\-ed  "a  stone"  about  an  inch  above  the 
LTound.  "There's  a  splendid  specimen,"  said  he. 
'"  Of  what  ?"  asked  the  Doctor.  "  Why,  of  crystal 
quartz,"  wa^  the  reply.  The  Doctor  said  he  had 
passed  that  stone  ever}'  day  for  thirty  years,  and 
knew  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  common  paving 
stone.  Mr.  Mitchell  asked  leave  to  wrench  it  up. 
A  pick  was  procured,  and,  to  tlic  surprise  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  the  "  stone  "  was  bnricd  about  eighteen 
inches  deep,  and  beneath  the  ground  was  a  perfect 
six-sided  prism  of  crystal,  almost  as  pellucid  as 
French  cut  glass.  The  young  man  knew  enough  of 
geology  to  recognize  it  l)y  the  butt  end,  above  the 
grounti.  though  none  but  nn  expert  would  have  seen 
in  it  any  tiling  but  an  ordinary  boulder,  on  a  small 
scale.  A  little  learning  may  l)e  a  dangerous  thini;; 
but  somehow  or  other  knowledge  is  quite  as  produc- 

tive as  ignorance. — Scientific  Armrkan. 
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Hydromettrorrhcea. 
Dr.  LA.NGEBHAUS  detailed  the  history  of  a  case  of 

pregnancy,  in  which  the  woman  suffered  from  re- 
peated attacks  of  uterine  hsemorrhage  for  the  first 

few  months ;  the  hsemorrhages  then  ceased,  and 
nothing  unusual  occurred  until  nine  weeks  before 
delivery,  when  a  considerable  discharge  of  water 
would  escape  from  her  vagina,  whenever  she  lay 
down.  This  continued  to  her  full  time,  when  she  was 
delivered  of  a  living  child. 
Two  years  afterward,  during  her  next  pregnancy, 

there  was  again  repeated  haemorrhage  in  the  third 
month,  and  during  seven  weeks  preceding  delivery, 
discharges  of  water. 

Eighteen  months  after  this,  she  became  pregnant 
again,  and  during  this  period  the  repeated  haemor- 

rhages occurred  without  the  watery  discharges. 
Dr.  Langerhaus  believed  that  the  discharged  water 

was  the  true  liquor  amnii,  as  the  considerable  quan- 
tity discharged,  and  which  took  place  only  when 

lying,  seemed  to  him  to  indicate  a  rupture  of  the 
membranes  of  the  ovum,  which  in  the  upright  posture 
was  pei'haps  closed  by  pressure  from  the  child.  On 
examination  he  found  an  extensive  lateral  rupture  of 
the  portio  vaginalis^  which  he  thinks  may  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  premature  rupture  of  the  mem- branes. 

Dr.  Martin  did  not  consider  the  discharged  water 
as  true  liquor  amnii,  but  rather  believed  that  this  case 
was  one  of  the  so-called  Hydromettrorrhcea  uteri  gravi- 

darum. The  haemorrhages  do  not  always  occur,  but  a 
discharge  of  water  mixed  with  blood,  which  sometimes 
begins  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  week,  but  more  fre- 

quently in  the  seventh  or  eighth  month,  and  often 
reaches  in  quantity  a  teacupful,  or  more.  In  thirteen 
cases  that  fell  under  his  own  observation,  the  de- 

livery, with  the  exception  of  two  cases,  took  place 
before  the  full  time ;  and  in  most  of  the  cases  he  was 
able  to  detect  disease  of  the  uterus,  as  in  one  case  a 
firm  adhesion  of  the  placenta,  in  four  others,  metritis 
parenchymatosa,  which,  during  accouchmcnt,  is  aggra- 

vated. He  believed  that  the  discharged  liquid  took 
place  from  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterine  cavity, 
when  the  two  decidual  surfaces,  commonly  close 
together,  are  not  in  close  contact.  This  idea  is  cor- 

roborated by  the  elder  Naegele,  who  considered  E71- 
dometritis  as  the  cause  of  HydromettrorrhoBa. 

Dr.  Lakgerhaus  remarked  that  he  based  his  idea 
on  the  circumstance  that  the  discharge  occurred  only 
in  the  recumbent  position.  He  had  had  his  doubts 
whether  tlie  discharge  was  not  urine,  as  in  Scanzoni's 
case  (  Wiirzburger  ZeiU-chrift,  Bd.  1.,  1860,  p.  95,)  but 
he  never  perceived  the  odor  of  urine  during  his  obser- 
vations. 

Dr.  L.  Mater  had  observed  similar  , discharges 
from  the  unimpregnated  uterus.   The  cervical  canal 

ordinarily  exudes  a  tough  mucous,  but  in  certain 
cases  a  thin  liquid  is  discharged  amounting  to  a 
thimbleful  in  a  very  short  time.  He  then  had  a  lady 
under  treatment  who  regularly  for  a  few  days  in  the 
middle  of  the  time  intervening  between  her  cateme- 
nia,  had  a  copious  discharge  of  water. 

Dr.  Martin  thought  that  the  discharge  from 
Hydromettrorrhcea  could  not  easily  be  mistaken  from 
urine,  as  the  former  contains  albumen,  and  stiffens 
the  linen. 

Geil  in  his  Dissertation  :  De  Ily romettr or rJicea  uteri 
gravidarum,  JSeidelbergce  1822,  gives  a  large  number  of 
cases.  His  idea  that  the  water  is  discharged  from 
the  uterus,  is  sustained  by  cases  of  collection  of 
water  in  the  uterus  with  closed  orifice  (Il/jdrornetra,) 
which  renders  it  obvious  that  the  uterine  cavity  under 
certain  diseased  conditions  does  exude  an  aqueous 
liquid. 

Dr.  PoASCH'had  had  three  cases  of  Hydromettror- rhcea, but  all  reached  the  normal  period  of  pregnancy before  delivery. 
Dr.  Kristeller  would  not  undertake  to  decide  in 

the  case  under  consideration,  whether  the  discharged 
liquid  was  liquor  amnii  or  secretion  of  the  uterus  ; 
this  disease  is  known,  but  rare.  On  the  other  hand, 
haemorrhages  during  pregnancy  are  more  common 
without  necessarily  causing  premature  labor.  He 
knew  of  diff'erent  instances  wherein  pregnancies  run their  normal  period,  in  spite  of  frequent  haemorrhages; 
and  the  traces  of  such  haemorrhages  are  found  in  the 
placenta  and  membranes.  One  originating  source  of 
this  water  had  not  been  named  during  this  debate  : 
the  space  between  the  choorin  and  amnion,  where,  for 
instance,  we  often  find  gelatinous  exudations  which 
remain  in  their  consistence  until  delivery,  whilst  a 
serous  exudation  which  in  the  same  locality  is  also 
possible,  would  present  itself  as  Hydromettrorrhcea. 

Dr.  Martin  said  that  a  chief  argument  against  the 
idea  that  the  discharged  water  was  liquor  amnii,  con- 

sisted in  the  fact  that  in  one  case  seven  weeks  elapsed 
between  the  discharge  and  delivery,  and  in  the  other 
nine  weeks.  Otherwise,  how  could  the  operator 
count  on  bringing  on  labor  soon,  after  perforating 
the  membranes,  as  it  always  does,  as  far  as  he  knew. 

Dr.  Wegscheider  remarked  that  it  was  not  at  all 
necessary  for  labor  to  follow  the  evacuation  of  the 
water  so  soon.  He  saw  an  instance  wherein  the 
water  was  suddenly  discharged,  felt  the  uterus  cor- 

respondingly decrease  in  size,  and  yet  five  weeks 
elapsed  before  delivery  ensued,  when  a  living  child 
was  born. 

A  similar  case  was  observed  by  Dr.  G.  Simon,  who 
was  called  to  a  woman  after  the  rupture  of  the  mem- 

branes, and  on  examination  distinctly  felt  the  scalp 
of  the  child  covered  with  hair.  Five  weeks  after- 

ward a  living  child  was  born. 
Dr.  Korte  gave  the  history  of  a  case  of  pregnancy 

in  which  in  the  fourth  month  a  sudden  discharge  of 
blood  and  water  took  place.  Through  rest  the  threat- 

ening abortion  was  prevented.  Two  months  after- 
ward she  started  on  a  journey,  during  which,  off  and 

on,  there  was  haemorrhage,  and  at  one  time  a  large 
coagulum  was  discharged.  At  the  right  time  a  full 
bag  of  water  was  formed,  burst,  and  a  living  child 
was  born. 

Dr.  Martin  thought  likely  that  the  discharge  in 
this  case  was  an  abortion  of  one  ovum  of  twins. 

Dr.  C.  Mater  had  seen  in  his  practice  many  cases 
of  Hydromettrorrhcea  uteri  gravidarum,  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  source  of  the  flow  is  between  the 
chorion  and  amnion.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Langerhaus 
there  was  evidently  no  loss  of  the  true  liquor  amnii ; 
the  false  liquor  is  sometimes  considerable  in  quantity. 
He  remembered  the  case  of  a  pregnant  woman  who 
would  swell  up  during  the  day,  and  generally  during 
the  night  she  would  discharge  several  teacupfuls  of 
water,  without  interrupting  the  pregnancy  or  a  favor- 

able delivery.   He  had  not  met  with  the  h2em<irrhage3 
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spoken  of,  but  would  attribute  them  to  the  congested state  of  the  uterus.  Naegele  evidently  thought  so, 
as  his  treatment  is  decidedly  antiphlogistic,  and  he 
(Mater)  following  the  exami>le,  had  always  resorted 
to  cooling  and  purgative  remedies,  the  pregnancies, 
as  a  vnlel  reaching  the  normal  period. 

As  concerns  the  perforation  of  the  membranes  for 
the  production  of  premature  labor,  thought  that  there 
was  quite  a  difierence  in  result  whether  perforation 
be  made  below,  where  the  water  must  drain  olf,  or 
whether  it  be  made  higher  up,  near  the  fundus,  so  that 
compression  from  the  child  will  arrest  the  tiow. 

The  remark  made  by  his  son  that  water  is  dis- 
charged from  the  unimpregnated  womb,  he  could 

substantiate  by  numerous  observations.  Mostly  do 
These  discharges  come  in  the  middle  period  between 
the  catamenial  periods  ;  often  accompanied  with  such 
dysmenorrhoea,  that  one  of  his  patients  thus  atflicted 
remarked  :  "  uoav  my  intermediate  pains  are  coming," 
("  jetzt  komman  meins  Mittelschmerzen.")  He  did not  believe  that  the  secretion  proceeds  from  the 
cervix  uteri,  which  commonly  secrete  tough,  vitreous 
material,  but  it  proceeds  from  the  cavity  of  the uterus. 

Dr.  Maetin  did  not  think  it  was  clear  how  the 
water  could  be  retained  even  when  the  rupture  of  the 
membranes  was  high. 

The  question  was  then  raised  whether  it  is  possible 
for  a  union  to  take  place  in  the  ruptured  membranes, 
notwithstanding  that  they  contain  no  vessels.  Dr. 
KORTER  named  the  cornea,  and  Dr.  Huter  the  epi- 

dermis, both  of  which  unite,  notwithstanding  they 
are  without  vessels.  Dr.  Martin,  however,  disputed 
the  analogies.  Both  of  those  structures  are  inti- 

mately connected  with  tissues  containing  blood  ves- 
sels, whilst  the  membranes  of  the  ovum  are  isolated, 

and  from  the  fatty  condition  of  the  Beciclua,  all 
direct  communication  with  the  exudative  tissues  is 
cut  olf.  The  opinion  generally  prevailed  that  agglu- tination of  the  wounded  membranes  cannot  take 
place  ;  also,  that  the  closure  of  the  orijicii  uteri  by  a 
mucous  plug  cannot  prevent  the  water  from  escaping, 
as  this  plug  when  once  disturbed  is  not  regenerated 
in  later  periods  of  pregnancy. 

Efficacy  of  Sesquichloride  of  Iron  for  the  Treat- ment of  Ulcers  about  the  Nials. 

M.  Billon  communicates  the  following  to  the  Jour- 
nal de  JfCd.  et  de  Chirurgie  : 

Dr.  Caillet  of  Luynes  (Indre  et  Loire,)  having  re- 
cently published  a  case  in  which  the  application  of 

Bcsquichloridc  of  iron  effected  a  cure  of  the  affection 
popularly  termed  tlie  grov:(?i  of  Vie  nail  into  the  flesh,  I 
lake  this  opportunity  of  recording  several  instances 
of  the  same  kind,  witnessed  by  myself,  which  con- 

firm the  results  obtained  by  ̂ I.  Caillet,  and  may 
perhaps  be  deemed  not  wholly  uninteresting.  In  1858, 
Dr.  W'Aiir,  btall-physician  to  the  army,  having  suc- ceeded with  this  remedy  in  curing  the  painful  dis- 

eases in  (iuestion,  I  resorted  to  the  same  method,  and 
with  the  greatest  benefit  in  four  cases.  I  may  here 
remark  that  uU-ers  aljout  the  nails  are  occasionally 
observed  among  our  soldiers,  having  escaped  the  at- 

tention of  the  medical  l)oard8,  or  being  caused  by 
the  pressure  of  the  boot  during  forced  marches. 
Under  these  circumstances,  a  prompt  and  jyaiidess 
cure  may  be  effected  hy  hiserting  the  dry  sesquichlo- 

ride between  the  nail  and  the  protruding  Hesh,  and 
powderintr  the  latter  with  the  same  substance.  A 
large  bandage  should  beapplied  overall,  not  impreg- 

nated with  the  lif/uid  6Cfiquichlf)ridc  of  iron,  as  rec- 
ommended by  Dr.  Caillet,  a  precaution  wliicli  may, 

however,  be  useful, ^8  the  folds  of  the  band  dry 
rapidly,  and  preserve  their  situation  in  a  more  exact 
manner. 

Ou  the  following  day,  the  exuberant  ileah  is  found 

to  have  acquired  the  hardness  of  wood  ;  suppuration 
speedily  ceases,  and  a  cure  follows  after  two  or  three 
applications.  This  simple  and  mild  treatment  is  ob- 

viously far  preferable  to  the  numerous  surgical  pro- 
cedures hitherto  recommended.  In  the  course  of 

four  or  five  days,  in  a  week  at  the  farthest,  the  origi- 
nal pain  ceases,  the  SAvelling  subsides,  and  the  patient 

is  able  to  walk.  Naught  remains  but  the  hardened 
protruding  flesh,  which  falls  away  about  a  month 
after  the  application  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron. 
These  are  the  results  yielded  by  the  method  in  four 
soldiers  suffering  from  the  growth  of  the  nail  into 
the  flesh.  They  have  appeared  to  be  sufficiently  re- 

markable to  warrant  the  communication. 

 «">«»<*^  
DOMESTIC. 

Notes  on  Different  Questions  of  Oculistic  The- 
rapeutics, by  Dr.  E.  Williams,  of  Cincinnati. 

(Proceedings  of  the  International  Congress  of Ophthalmology.) 

It  is  with  especial  pleasure  that  we  publish  an  ex- 
tract of  these  notes  of  Dr.  Williams,  the  only  rep- 

resentative of  North  American  science  at  the  Con- 
gress. They  show,  in  every  detail,  the  clever  ob- 

server, well  posted  up  in  regard  to  the  latest  acquire- 
ments of  ophthalmological  knowledge — a  praise 

which  we,  unfortunately,  can  but  rarely  confer  upon 
the  generally  meagre  and  unscientific  articles  which 
find,  here  and  there,  their  way  into  the  columns  of 
our  medical  periodicals. 

Occlusion  of  the  Lachrymal  Sac. — In  cases  of  fistula 
or  tumor,  with  considerable  stricture,  or  total  atresia 
of  the  nasal  canal.  Dr.  W.  performs  the  operation 
by  obliteration  of  the  sac.  The  method  of  Desmar- 
RES,  of  cauterization  with  the  red-hot  iron,  he  has 
quitted,  and  now  uses  the  nitrate  of  silver,  which  has 
the  advantage  of  causing  less  fright  to  the  patients. 
He  opens  the  sac  largely,  and  introduces  pieces  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  which  he  allows  to  dissolve  ;  one  is 
placed  in  the  most  elevated,  another  into  the  deepest 
part  of  the  sac,  and  these  applications  are  repeated 
until  the  cavity  is  closed  up.  Several  weeks  are  ne- 

cessary for  that ;  four  or  five  usually  suffice.  It 
must  be  taken  care  not  to  cauterize  the  skin,  and 
that  the  liquid  does  not  enter  the  eye  by  the  lachry- 

mal ducts.* Dr.  W.  did  not  try  to  close  the  canalicula,  inas- 
much as  this  practi-ce  would  lengthen  the  treatment, 

and  because  he  thinks  it  is  not  yet  proved  that  the 
passage  of  liquids  retards  the  obliteration  of  a  cav- 

ity or  a  fistula.! 
The  results  of  the  complete  occlusion  are  very 

good  ;  the  patients  are  greatly  relieved,  and  most  of 
them  not  at  all,  or  but  little  disturbed  by  tearing. 

On  tlie  Inoculation  of  Blennorrhoic  Pus  as  a  T/iera- 
2^eutic  Agent. — Dr.  Williams  states,  that  since  the 
details  on  the  treatment  of  pannus  by  this  agent 
were  given  by  Mr.  Waulomont,  in  1854,  he  has  used, 
it  here  and  there,  but  always  after  having  failed  by 
all  other  methods. 

In  all,  he  treated  that  way  twelve  patients,  ten  of 
which  were  inoculated  on  both,  two  on  one  eye.  All 
had  granulations  of  a  very  obstinate  nature,  and 
frequent  recurrences  of  strong  inflammation.  Of 

*  We  cannot  see  how  this  is  very  woU  to  be  avoided. — Ed. 
f  We  liave,  since  long,  been  in  tlie  habit  of  usius;  the  nitrate 

of  i-ilver,  as  we  had  seen  at  Okakfk's  clinic,  for  the  oblitera- tion of  the  sac,  but  failed  in  one  case  to  effect  it.  Wo  found 
that  the  lower  caualiculuni,  which  we  believed  to  be  closed 
Ijy  the  introduction  of  a  silver  wire  covered  with  a  layer  of 
nitrate  of  bilver,  was  yet  opened,  and  attained  our  object  by 
closing  it.  The  upper  canaliculuru  needs  not  to  be  closed. 
The  ((uestion  on  the  closure  or  non  closure  of  the  canalicula, 
therefore,  we  muut  consider  yet  as  au  open  one. — JSd. 



PERISCOPE^ 

173 

the  ten  patients  inoculated  on  both  eyes,  six  were 
perfectly  and  definitely  cured,  without  any  accident. 
One  had  a  small,  insignificant  ulcer  on  one  cornea, 
but  was  also  cured.  Seven,  therefore,  may  be  consid- 

ered as  radical  cures.  The  three  others  had  grave 
ulcerations  of  the  cornea.  A  little  boy,  emaciated 
and  scrofulous,  had  a  perforation  of  the  cornea  on 
one  eye,  with  consecutive  conicity  of  the  cornea, 
and  very  imperfect  sight.    His  other  eye  was  cured. 

The  second  case  was  also  a  little  boy,  with  strongly 
pronounced  scrofulous  diathesis,  who  had  suffered 
for  eight  months  of  strong  granulations  and  kerati- 

tis, with  considerable  photophobia.  His  eyes  were 
considered  lost  by  Dr.  W.,  and  the  inoculation  per- 

formed to  relieve  him  from  his  terrible  pain,  and 
perhaps  to  cure  him.  His  eyes  were  both  destroyed, 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  reaction  had  set  in,  by 
perforation  of  the  cornese. 

The  third  case  was  a  man  of  sixty,  feeble  and  very 
fat.  Both  his  cornete  became  perforated  on  the  fifth 
day  after  the  inoculation,  but  the  perforation  being 
only  central,  he  gained  sight  enough  to  go  about. 

Of  the  two  cases  where  one  eye  only  had  been 
inoculated,  there  was  one  in  a  man  of  intemperate 
habits.  Four  days  after  the  inoculation,  perforation 
took  place,  and,  though  the  pannus  was  cured,  vision 
became  worse  than  before.  The  second  patient  had 
an  exceedingly  strong  pannus,  and  was  cured  on  one 
eye,  but  refused  inoculation  on  the  other.  A  return 
took  place,  after  some  time,  and  he  subsequently died. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  result  of  treatment  in 
these  cases,  therefore,  it  is  well  to  mention  that 
twenty-two  eyes  were  inoculated,  and  six  of  them 
affected  with  consecutive  ulceration  of  the  cornea  ; 
that  two  eyes  were  totally  destroyed ;  two  gravely 
injured,  but  retained  some  vision  ;  two  left  in  a  state 
allowing  the  patient  to  go  about. 

The  drunkard  and  the  little  boy  with  incurable 
pannus,  before  the  inoculation,  were  not  fit  for  the 
treatment,  and  if  these  cases  are  deducted,  there  re- 

main but  three  cases  of  ulceration  in  eighteen  eyes. 
Of  those  three  cases  only  one  was  so  gravely  a;  tacked 
that  its  vision  amounted  to  very  little  afterwards  ; 
the  others  kept  a  very  useful  amount  of  sight. 

The  cases  were  all  almost  desperate.  Dr.  W.  con- 
tinues, and  states  that  he  thinks  his  experience  enti- 

tles him  to  say  that  if  all  cases  of  trachoma  were 
treated  right  away  by  inoculation,  without  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  cornea,  the  proportion  of  patients 
definitely  cured,  with  good  vision,  would  be  larger 
than  by  the  other  remedies.  Finally,  he  very  judi- 

ciously remarks  that  it  is  advisable  to  make  a  secret 
to  the  patients  of  the  source  of  the  remedy,  and 
records  the  supposition  of  an  inquisitive  lady  pa- 

tient, who  thought  that  it  came  from  the  "  back-leg 
of  the  devil,"  adding  that  she  was  pi'etty  near  the 
truth!* 

Partial  Ablation  of  the  eye. — Dr.  Willtams  is  in 
favor  of  sacrificing  a  useless  and  painful  eye,  in 
order  to  discard  danger  from  the  other.  No  experi- 

enced ophthalmologist,  he  says  himself,  disagrees 
with  him  on  that  subject,  but  which  operation,  he 
asks,  has  to  be  performed — extirpation  of  the  whole 
globe,  or  partial  ablation  ?  Dr.  W.  is  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  and  for  the  following  reasons  :  (1,)  The  ope- 

ration is,  he  says,  much  less  serious  than  extirpa- 
tion; (3,)  it  is  more  quickly  performed  ;  (3,)  it  dis- 

figures the  patient  less  ;  (4,")  it  is  just  as  efiSlcient  for 

*  Messrs.  Wakl^mont  and  IlAiRloNjin  the  ensuing  discussion, 
although  consideriug-  the  results  obtained  by  Ur.  Williams  very encouratjinLr,  expressed  theiv  helief  that  these  results  %vr  uld  have 
been  still  better  if  he  had  not  first  tried,  as  he  stated  himself, 
all  other  remedies.  They  concu;-  in  the  s'atement  tliat  the  ex- istence ot  a  uniform  pannus  is  an  excellent  security  a;:ninst 
ulceration  of  the  cornea,  while  tlie  dangers  of  ulceration  in- 

crease if  the  corneal  exs\ulations  are  on  some  spots  reduced,  or 
have  disappeared,  by  other  therapeutic  interference. 

the  protection  of  the  other  eye  ;  (5,)  it  leaves  a  more 
favorable  stump  for  the  wearing  of  an  artificial  eye.  * Dr.  W.  makes  a  flap  upwards,  like  in  extraction 
for  cataract,  only  a  little  behind  the  margin  of  the cornea,  and  finishes  the  ablation  by  seizing  the  flap with  a  forceps  and  cutting  off  the  rest  of  the  cornea 
with  the  same  knife.  He  has  had  perfect  results  in 
many  cases  ;  the  pain  ceased,  the  other  eye  was saved,  and  the  conditions  for  the  use  of  an  artificial 
eye  were  more  favorable  than  they  would  have  been after  an  extirpation.! 

Trichiasis  and  Entropion.— The  readers  of  the American  Journal  of  Ophthalmology  recollect 
the  description  of  a  new  operation  for  these  affec- 

tions, described  in  the  review  of  the  Clinical  Observa- 
tions, by  Drs.  Pagenstecher  and  Saemisch,  (No.  2, 

p.  85,)  which  is  a  modification  of  Gaillard's  ope- ration. Our  learned  confrere,  Dr.  Williams,  who recommended  ligatures  for  these  affections  years  ago 
already,  has  lately  added  to  this  treatment  the  divi- 

sion of  the  external  canthus.  We  therefore  abstain 
from  reproducing  his  views  in  reference  to  this  sub- 

ject, referring  our  readers  to  the  above- quoted 
review,  but  give  Dr.  W.  due  credit  for  having  "  co- 
invented"  the  operation  Gaillard-Pagenstecher, a  credit  which,  we  think,  his  modesty  forbade  him 
to  ask  from  the  distinguished  members  of  the  Con- 

gress.—American  Journal  of  OiMhalmology. 

On  the  Paracentesis  of  the  Cornea  and  Repeated 
Evacuation  of  the  Aqueous  Humor  as  a  new  Treat- 

ment for  Cataract,  by  Mr.  Rivaud-Landrau.  (Pro- 
ceedings of  the  International  congress  of  Ophthal- 

mology.) 

Mr.  Riyaud-Landrau,  who  published  some  time 
ago  a  statistical  report  of  over  two  thousand  cases 
of  cataract  he  had  operated  on,  was  certainly  entitled 
to  test  a  new  method  of  curing  cataract  by  syste- 

matic evacuations  of  the  aqueous  humor,  proposed 
by  Dr.  Sperino,  in  Turin,  a  surgeon  of  standing  in 
Italy,  who  was  much  spoken  of  some  years  ago  on 
account  of  his  experiments  with  "  Syphilization," as  our  readers  will  doubtless  remember. 

Dr.  Sperixo  said  that  "  facts  had  proved  that  the 
evacuations  repeated  daily,  or  even  only  every  two 
or  three  days,  resulted  to  render  the  opaque  crystal- 

line body  gradually  transparent,  and  consequently 
re-establish  the  visual  functions." 

Dr.  Rivaud-Landrau  considered  this  statement 

*  As  we  bold  different  views  from  Dr.  W.  in  this  respect,  we 
beg  leave  to  remark  that,  ad  1,  we  cannot  see  the  seriousness 
of  an  operation  which,  like  extirpation,  is  performed  without 
any  loss  of  blood,  and  hardly  ever  requires  any  after-treatment; 
ad  2,  the  question  of  quickness  is  insignificant  in  two  operations which  both  do  not  take  more  than  five  minutes  at  the  utmost : 
ad  3,  the  i  atient  wearing  an  artificial  eye,  the  observer  cannot 
see  whether  there  is  a  stump  below  or'not ;  ad  4,  this  point  is very  doubtful,  according  to  our  experience,  and  seems  also  fo 
from  theoretical  reasons;  ad  5,  an  artificial  eye  can  equally  well 
be  worn  with  extirpation  well  performed. — Ed. 

f  On  this  last  point  we  agree  with  Dr.  W.,  in  so  far  as  the  ex- 
istence of  a  stump  renders  the  artificial  eye  more  movable  and 

makes  the  eye  look  less  sunken  as  after  extirpation;  but, as  we 
already  stated  above,  besides  this,  the  latter  operation  is  a  better 
guarantee  Against sympnthetic  alTectir ns  of  the  other  eye.  The 
muscles,  which  are  all  left  if  the  extirpation  is  performed  ac- 

cording to  Bonnet's  method,  constitute  a  stump,  in  many  ca.«e8 just  as  valuable,  and  always  less  irritable  than  any  other,  with 
rudiments  of  the  eye  in  it,  and  the  artificial  eye  may  be  worn  a 
few  days  after  the  removal  of  the  organ.  Pagesstecher,  in  the 
last  (second)  part  of  the  -'Clinical  Observations  made  in  the 
Kye  Hospital  of  Wiesbaden,"  jubllshed  a  paper  "On  Enuclea- 

tion of  the  Globe  nnd  Sympathetic  Inflammation  of  the  Eye," 
and  speaks  of  the  ablation  as  of  an  obsolete  method,  "followed 
by  a  tedious  pn  cess  of  cicatrization,  where  one  whs  very  fortu- 

nate if  no  purulent  panophthalmitis  ensued."  "  There  will  be 
7J0  dotiht  in  ̂ nch  cases  henceforward,  he  saya  ̂"^  and  extirpa- tion will  always  be  2)referred,  a3  it  has  the  same  result  in  a 
m  uch  shorter  time,  and  alvfays  allows  the  loeiiring  of  anartir 
Jicial  eye  immediately." 
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put  it  to  test  by  conscientious  experiments.  On  the 
one  hand,  there  seemed  to  be  a  chance  to  substitute 
to  the  operations  for  cataract,  which  are  never  free 
from  danger,  a  safe  and  iusii>niflcant  procedure  ;  on 
the  other,  the  latter,  by  its  immunity  from  danger, 
rendered  every  experiment  justitiable  at  any  period 
of  the  development  of  cataract.  Theoretically,  the 
effect  of  this  method  seemed  inexplicable,  and  would 
not  have  encouraged  any  experimentator  ;  but,  says 
Dr.  R.,  as  it  is  not  rare  to  see  empiricism  supplant 
theories,  which  seem  most  solidly  established,  I 
wanted,  before  forming  an  opinion  on  the  new 
method,  to  submit  it  to  a  series  of  experiments  for 
my  own  satisfaction  and  to  my  perfect  conviction. 

He  tried  it  in  four  cases  ;  first,  on  a  woman  of 
sixty,  affected  with  cataract  on  one  of  her  eyes.  The 
superficial  layers  of  the  cataractous  lens  seemed  soft. 
During  nine  months  he  evacuated  the  aqueous  hu- 

mor daily,  and  afterwards  every  second  day.  iVb 
effect  in  nine  montM.  The  cataract  has,  on  the  con- 

trary, become  more  developed.  The  second  case 
was'one  of  half  soft  cataract  in  a  stout  man  of  san- 

guine temperament,  ae;ed  forty-one.  Daily  evacua- 
tions during  four  months.  No  effect.  In  the  third 

case,  of  an  individual  of  sixty-seven,  of  lymphatic 
temperament,  who  was  several  times  affected  with 
specific  diseases,  presenting  a  complete  lenticular 
cataract  of  the  right  eye,  the  punction  repeated  dur- 

ing five  mouths  had  also  710  effect.  And  in  the  fourth, 
of  a  mechanic  of  twenty-one,  with  traumatic  cata- 

ract in  consequence  of  a  wound  with  a  steel  point, 
the  result  was  also  negative. 

Dr.  R.  himself  does  not  consider  four  cases  suflfi- 
cient  to  prove  peremptorily  the  fallacy  of  Dr.  Spe- 
RiNO's  statements  ;  but  nevertheless  he  considers 
them  proof  enough  that  not  all  cataracts  are  curable 
by  the  new  method,  as  bad  luck  has  made  him  take 
hold  just  at  the  very  beginning,  of  four  refractory 
cases.  The  new  method  is  harmless,  but  produces, 
if  the  punction  is  always  made  on  the  same  spot,  a 
slight  inflammation  around  the  %vound,  which  gives 
rise  to  a  small  obscuration  of  the  cornea  at  that 
place,  and  also  causes,  in  such  cases,  a  little  devia- 

tion of  the  pupil,  the  iris  being  somewhat  drawn 
into  the  wound. 

Our  readers,  several  of  whom  have  asked  our 
opinion  on  the  new  treatment,  Avill  do  well  to  con- 

tinue to  extract  cataracts  as  heretofore.  Our  knowl- 
edge of  the  pathological  anatomy  of  observations  of 

the  crystalline  body  does  not  allow  us  to  believe  in 
the  validity  of  Spekino's  method,  which  seems  more 
a  flight  of  fancy  than  the  solder  advice  of  a  scientific 
oculist. — American  Journal  of  Opldhahnology. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Dentition  and  its  Derangements.  A  Course  of 
Lectures  delivered  in  the  New  York  Medical  Col- 
IcL'c.  By  A.  Jaooi'.i,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Infantile 
Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  etc.,  etc.  New  York  : 
Baillitre  Brother^,  440  Broadway.    Pp.  172. 

SECONIJ  NOTICE. 

The  thirteen  lectures,  composing  this  volume,  were 
originally  published  in  the  Anmrican  Medical  Times, 
and  were  then  favorably  received  by  the  profession, 
at  the  time  of  their  first  publication.  The  profession 
0WC8  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  author,  or  publishers, 
for  the  lectures  in  book  form.  In  regard  to  the 
merits  of  the  work,  we  are  not  at  lilicrty  to  withhold 
our  opinions,  in  view  of  what  the  author  says,  viz. : 
"The  profession — I  have  written  for  the  profession  i 
only — will  please  not  withhold  their  (ji)inioi)s  of  niy  j 
treatise.  As  for  myself,  I  have  tried  to  do  justice  to  I 
both  the  subject  and  its  literature."  I 

The  work  deserves  to  be  read  by  every  member  of 
the  profession,  and  is  deserving  of  the  highest  com- 

mendations. We  would  advise  every  practitioner  to 
buy  and  read  the  work  ;  we  predict  he  will  arise  from 
the  perusal  a  wiser  man,  and  better  practitioner. 
Commending  the  work,  in  the  most  unqualified  man- 

ner, we  make  but  one  quotation  ;  knowing  that  in 
commending  we  but  do  our  duty  to  the  profession, 
and  to  the  author  of  the  Avork  before  us. 
"You  know  that  among  the  public  at  large,  even 

among  the  educated  part  of  the  community,  teething 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  two  scapegoats  of  all  the 
diseases  of  infantile  age.  Teething  and  worms  are 
among  mothers  acknowledged  as  the  universal  and 
all-powerful  sources  of  disease.  Whenever  an  inno- 

cent ascaris  or  a  puny  oxyuris  is  observed  in  the 
faeces  of  a  child,  worms  are  for  years  to  come,  con- 

sidered as  the  undoubted  cause  of  any  disease  that 
may  occur.  Teething,  a  normal,  physiological  de- 

velopment, taking  place  at  an  age  whieh  for  many 
reasons  is  subject  to  a  large  number  of  diseases,  has 
a  strong  hold  on  the  imagination  of  frightened  mater- 

nal minds.  The  first  dentition  generally  occupies 
the  first  two  years  of  early  infantile  life  ;  a  period  in 
which  the  child  is  peculiarly  liable  to  diseases  both 
numerous  and  frequently  of  a  dangerous  character. 
As  the  protrusion  of  a  tooth  (and  in  the  average  a 
tooth  will  cut  every  month)  is  a  remarkable  phe- 

nomenon, and  is  something  new  and  visible  to  the 
eyes  of  even  the  most  short-sighted,  it  is  believed  to 
be  the  cause  of  every  unfavorable  occurrence  in  early 
life.  A  mother  will  bring  to  you  her  child,  thin, 
emaciated,  and  anpemic,  with  sunken  eyes  and  the 
wrinkled  physiognomy  of  old  age  and  tell  you  that 
she  is  well  aware  the  poor  thing  is  suffeiine:  from 
teething,  and  that  therefore  nothing  can  be  done  to 
alleviate  its  sufferings.  She  will  never  be  convinced 
that  her  child  is  dying  from  her  own  neglect ;  but  she 
has  allowed  a  slight  catarrh  of  the  intestines,  per- 

haps, to  degenerate  into  incurable  ulceration  of  their 
follicles.  Thus  5'ou  will  learn  that  ignorance  and 
prejudice  will  attribute  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  diseases 
of  the  infantile  age  to  a  normal  process.  To  the 
same  cause  are  attributed  inflammations  of  all  the 
external  and  internal  organs,  the  brain  and  its  mem- 

branes, air  passages  and  lungs,  mopth,  throat, 
stomach,  and  intestinal  canal ;  as  also  cough,  vomit- 

ing, diarrhoea,  and  dysentery,  derangements  of  the 
secretion  and  emission  of  urine,  chronic  eruptions  of 
the  skin,  convulsions  and  paralysis,  exudations  of 
serum,  and  extravasations  of  blood,  in  any  of  the 
numerous  organs  of  the  infantile  body.  Teething  is 
tlius  considered  the  efficient  cause  of  most  of  the 
terrible  diseases  which  prove  fatal  to  thousands  of 
the  rising  generation.  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
readiness  to  attribute  all  the  diseases  of  infantile  life 
to  teething  has  destroyed  more  human  beings  than 
many  of  the  wars  described  in  history.  For  though 
parents  are  so  much  impressed  with  the  belief  of  the 
dangers  of  teething,  still  they  never  think  of  at- 

tempting to  save  the  lives  of  their  children  by  coun- 
teracting the  supposed  life-endangering  power  of  a 

normal  process." Again,  we  would  say,  to  such  practitioners  as  may 
be  influenced  by  our  judgment,  buy  and  read  this 
little  work;  and,  after  reading,  i)lace  it  in  the  hands 
of  any  mother  that  may  be  raising  a  family  of  child- 

ren. Nothing  I  ut  good  can  come  from  its  perusal, 
whether  by  one  of  the  profession  or  by  a  layman. O.  C.  G. 

Substances  used  in  Filling  Teeth. 
This  was  tlie  subject  of  a  paper  lately  read  before 

the  Students'  Society  of  the  Dental  Hospital,  by  Mr. 
i  M.  Harding.  After  considering  temporary  and  per- 
j  nianent  fillings,  and  the  various  amalgams  used  for 
i  the  purpose,  Mr.  Harding  concluded  his  remarks  by 
1  a  tribute  in  favor  of  the  noblest  of  all  metals,  gold. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPORTEE. 

PHILADELPHIA,  JULY  18,  1863. 

The  rebel  invasion  of  this  State,  the  threatened 

demonstration  against  Philadelphia,  and  the  ex- 
citement consequent  thereon,  make  it  incumbent 

on  us  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  our  readers  for  any 
irregularities  that  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
in  which  we  are  placed,  may  cause. 

The  editor  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  up 
the  musket  for  city  defence,  and,  for  awhile  his 
time  will  be  partly  occupied  with  military  duties. 
It  is  hoped  that  no  emergency  will  arise  that  will 
require  his  whole  time,  but  if  there  should,  there 
are  others  who  will  no  doubt  lend  their  aid  in  the 

editorial  management  of  the  Repokter. 

The  same  circumstances  have  so  deranged  all 
branches  of  business,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get 
the  full  quota  of  work  done,  or  to  get  it  done  with, 
the  promptness  that  is  desirable.  We  shall  do  the 
best  we  can. 

We  must  ask  our  subscribers  to  be  indulgent,  to 
send  us  communications,  (for  the  excitement  has 
nearly  stopped  these,)  and  to  answer  our  calls 
upon  them  as  promptly  as  possible. 

PENNSYLVAIyriA   STATE   MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY. 

In  the  Eepoeter  of  June  20th,  we  published  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society.  A  good  deal  of  pains  was 
taken  to  make  the  report  complete.  A  respected 
correspondent  finds  fault  with  it,  however,  for  its 

want  of  accuracy,  and  informs  us  that  a  "  correct" 
report  would  be  published  in  the  Medical  Neus  and 

Library.  Somewhat  chagrined  at  our  failure,  we 

awaited  the  "correct''  report  with  some  curiosity 
and  solicitude.  It  has  come.  Under  the  head  of 

Unfinished  Business  of  the  last  session,  we  did 
omit  to  mention  four  items,  viz.  : 

1.  A  Report  from  the  Committee  on  providing 
for  the  use  of  the  physicians  of  the  State  a  perma- 

nent supply  -of  genuine  Vaccine  Virus.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  reported  that  he  had 

been  enabled  to  distribute  a  considerable  quantity 
to  practitioners  throughout  the  State  and  to  Sur- 

geons in  the  army,  though  the  demands  upon  him 

had  been  far  less  than  in  former  years — and  this, 

be  it  observed,  at  a  time  when  small-pox  has  been 
unusually  prevalent.  Conceiving  that  the  object 

had  in  view  by  the  Society  had  been  fully  accom- 
plished to  the  extent  of  the  means  at  its  disposal, 

the  Committee  begged  to  be  discharged. "  The  fact 
is,  the  profession  of  Pennsylvania  know  that  when 
they  want  a  supply  of  vaccine  virus  it  is  to  be  had 

by  application,  with  a  stamp  to  pay  return  postage, 
at  the  office  of  the  Medical  and  Suegical  Re- 

porter. In  this  way  we  have,  during  the  past 

year,  supplied  hundreds  of  physicians,  besides 

sending  a  large  quantity  to  the  Surgeon-General 
free  of  cost,  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

2.  A  report  from  the  Committee  on  Meteorology. 

The  chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  Com- 
mittee was  continued. 

3.  The  Committee  on  Criminal  Abortion  made 

no  report,  and  asked  to  be  discharged — which 
was  done. 

4.  The  Committee  on  Physical  Education  re- 

ported progress,  and  was  continued. 
The  above  seems  to  be  the  sum  of  our  sins  of 

omission,  and  we  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  judge 
whether  they  are  of  very  great  importance.  Our 
sin  of  commission  seems,  on  comparison  with  the 

"correct"  report  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  our 
report  was  far  too  truthful  to  suit  some  gentlemen 
who,  like  some  members  of  Congress  occasionally 
have  cause  to  revise  their  records.  We  can  only 

say  that  if  the  report  published  in  the  Medical 

Neivs  and  Library  was  furnished  as  a  "correct'' 
report  of  the  proceedings,  then  that  journal  was 
shamefully  imposed  upon. 

We  trust  that  the  minutes  of  the  next  meeting 

of  the  State  Medical  Society  will  not  require  re- 
vision, and  that  the  transactions  will  be  altogether 

more  creditable  to  the  profession  of  the  State. 

We  shall  use  our  influence  to  induce  the  profes- 
sion to  organize  more  thoroughly,  that  future 

meetings  of  the  Society  may  have  the  benefit  of  a 

larger  representation,  which  may  have  the  effect  of 

giving  the  proceedings  a  more  practical  and  useful 
character. 

We  do  not  by  any  means  intend  to  be  understood 
that  the  proceedings  were  devoid  of  interest ;  our 

report  shows  the  contrary.  There  were  some  ex- 
cellent reports  and  volunteer  papers  which  will 

appear  in  the  transactions. 
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Dr.  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  tlie  Jefferson  Medical 
College  of  this  city,  in  a  communication  to  the 

Boston  2Iedipal  and  Surgical  Journal,  has  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  on  Inaugural  Theses,  which  we 

hope  will  receive  attention,  from  journalists  and 
the  profession,  that  students  may  be  encouraged 
to  investigate  more  thoroughly  the  properties  of 

our  indigenous  materia  medica.  In  our  blind  ad- 
hesion to  the  foreign  materia  medica  we  no  doubt 

neglect  some  very  valuable  medicines,  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  own  soil,  many  of  them  even  superior 

to  foreign  articles.  The  English  medical  journals 
are  devoting  much  attention  just  now  to  our 
materia  medica,  and  if  the  result  of  their  and  our 
investigations  should  be  the  expurgation  of  some 
effete  foreign  substances,  and  the  addition  of  some 
of  our  own  really  valuable  plants,  the  cause  of 
science  will  be  subserved. 

To  the  list  of  articles  of  the  American  flora 

enumerated  by  Dr.  Mitchell  whose  properties 
should  be  investigated,  we  would  take  the  liberty 
of  adding  the  Hydrangea  Arborescens,  which  was 
the  subject  of  the  Inaugural  Thesis  of  the  writer 
in  1850,  and  which  has  frequently  been  used  with 
satisfaction  in  urinary  affections,  particularly  in 

cases  where  there  are  sabulous  and  gravelly  depo- 
sits in  the  urine.  Many  successful  applications  of 

the  remedy  have  been  published  in  our  pages  dur- 
ing the  past  thirteen  years. 

The  following  are  Professor  Mitchell's  remarks: 
"A  cursory  glance  at  the  titles  of  inaugural 

theses,  as  given  in  the  published  lists  of  the  grad- 
uates in  medicine  and  surgery,  would  induce  the 

supposition  that  topics  suitable  for  such  produc- 
tions have  well  nigh  been  exhausted.  Typhoid 

fever,  pneumonia,  dysentery,  diphtheria,  and  other 
common-place  suljjects  are  so  commonly  before 
our  ejes,  that  one  might  fancy,  at  least,  that  none 
others  were  wortliy  the  notice  of  candidates  for 
graduation.  The  evil  under  review  leads  to  a 
result  that  is  perhaps  almost  unavoidable;  and 
that  is,  a  habit  of  copying,  year  after  year,  with 
little  or  no  effort  at  originality.  Take  typhoid 
fever,  as  a  sample.  The  candidate  tells  just  about 
the  same  story  tliat  has  been  rehearsed  a  hundred 
times  before,  adding,  it  may  be,  a  case  or  two 
that  occurred  in  the  practice  of  his  preceptor,  by 
way  of  illustration.  As  a  conaerjuenco,  the  pro- 

fessors, into  whose  hands  these  essays  fall,  are 

not  disposed  to  read  them,  just  because  they  feel 
that  an  old  story  merits  nothing  more  than  a 
hasty  glance. 

Now  this  practice  has  grown  so  absolutely  stale 
as  to  warrant  an  effort,  at  least,  to  make  it  obso- 

lete. Nor  is  there  any  real  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  reform,  as  this  brief  paper  will  abundantly 
show. 

"Our  widely-diversified  and  very  extensive 
country  presents  articles  that  have  never  been 
properly  investigated,  and  not  a  few  that  have 
scarcely  been  the  subjects  of  research  at  all;  and 
it  is  my  purpose  to  place  before  the  medical 
student  who  has  industry  equal  to  the  task,  seve- 

ral items  of  our  great  domestic  storehouse,  the 
analysis  of  which  would  tend  not  a  little  to 
enlarge  our  curative  resources. 
"The  American  Holly,  so  abundant  in  this 

country,  and  used  by  the  aborigines  as  a  remedy 
for  periodical  fevers,  demands  a  full  investigation. 
A  foreign  work  has  told  us  of  the  Ilex  opaca  of 
Great  Britain,  and  its  proximate  principle.  Ilicene, 
as  substitutes  for  Peruvian  bark ;  but  the  Ilex  or 
Holly  of  America  has  had  no  proper  investigation. 
It  is  quite  easy  to  obtain  the  leaves  and  bark  and 
to  form  decoctions  and  extracts,  according  to  the 
rules  laid  down  in  the  books,  and  then  to  test 
their  power  on  the  human  economy.  A  proximate 
principle  might  also  be  developed,  similar  to  the 
Ilicene  of  the  British  Flora  Medica. 

"The  different  species  of  Salix,  too,  call  for 
more  thorough  investigation.  Everywhere  we  see 
the  uillows,  and  most  persons  are  familiar  with 
them.  The  proximate  principle,  Salicine,  is  one 
of  the  well-known  substitutes  for  the  salts  of  qui- 

nine, and  the  decoctions  of  the  bark  have  been  in 
use  at  a  period  more  remote  than  we  would  now 
venture  to  name. 

"The  very  common  Poke-root  (Phytolacca  de- 
candra)  belongs  to  the  same  category.  Something 
has  been  done  in  respect  of  this  article,  but  it  has 
not  yet  received  the  attention  it  merits. 

"  Our  Persmwon  trees,  loaded  with  fruit,  meet 
the  eye  in  almost  every  direction,  and  this  is 
about  all  that  thousands  know  respecting  them. 
Two  or  three  distinguished  men  liave  written  on 
their  merits,  but  to  this  date  no  proper  analysis 
has  been  made,  and  of  course  the  real  value  of  the 
article  is  not  known.  I  incline  very  strongly  to 
the  belief  that  future  researches  are  destined  to 
give  the  persimmon  a  far  higher  place  than  it  now 
enjoys  among  remedial  appliances. 

"It  is  high  time,  too,  that  the  real  value  of  the 
dewh'rry  and  blackberry  plants  was  understood. 
Everywhere  employed  in  domestic  practice,  why 
should  their  therapeutic  powers  be  so  imperfectly 
known  that  two  professors  in  the  same  school 
should,  on  the  same  day,  pronounce  opposite 
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opinions  respecting  tliem  ?  Doubtless  they  are  of 
more  value  than  we  are  wont  to  believe. 

"The  Poconia  Coften  called  piney,)  the  Apium 
petroselinum  ('garden  parsley),  the  familiar  Ruta 
gravedens  {Rue),  all  have  claims  that  have  never 
been  fullj  met,  and  yet  each  has  its  own  peculiar 
value. 

"The  list  could  be  greatly  extended,  but  we 
shall  content  ourselves  with  alluding  to  but  one 
other  native  vegetable,  viz.,  the  Sarracenia  purpu- 

rea, more  commonly  known  as  the  pitcher  plant, 
from  the  resemblance  of  the  leaf  to  a  small  pitcher ; 
it  usually  contains  one  or  two  ounces  of  water. 
My  first  knowledge  of  this  plant  was  gained  from 
a  perusal  of  Part  46  of  Braithwaite^s  Retrospect, 
page  95,  where  its  ancient  use  by  the  Indian  race, 
as  a  prophylactic  and  also  as  a  remedy  for  small- 

pox, attracted  my  attention.  This,  added  to  the 
actual  use  of  the  plant  in  the  Toronto  Hospital 
(Canada^  in  the  treatment  of  variola,  induced  me 
to  present  the  subject  to  my  class  last  winter. 

"  The  pitcher  plant  is  very  abundant  in  the 
United  States.  Excellent  samples  were  sent  to  me 
early  last  spring  from  New  Jersey,  where  it  flour- 

ishes in  swampy  lands.  The  plants  are  now  in 
full  vigor  in  this  city,  and  bear  a  very  pretty 
flower.  A  strong  decoction  of  the  roots  is  the 
preparation  employed,  now,  as  in  the  days  of  abo- 

riginal simplicity.  As  the  plant  is  exceedingly 
abundant,  any  desirable  quantity  may  be  gathered 
for  experimental  purposes. 

' '  It  will  occur  to  the  reader  that  the  articles 
above  named  (and  there  are  scores  besides^  are  in 
our  own  soil  and  therefore  easy  of  access,  and  to 
be  had  at  little  or  no  expense.  Let  our  candidates 
for  graduation  make  their  selection,  and  devote  a 
portion  of  the  usual  college  recess  to  a  careful 
investigation,  and  they  will  be  able  to  present 
theses  that  may  have  some  good  claim  to  original- 

ity ;  and  the  day  may  yet  come  when  our  own 
country  will  be  able  to  furnish  scores  of  remedial 
agents  whose  actual  worth  may  supplant  many 
articles  that  are  now  brought  to  us  from  far  distant 
climes."  / 

"It  is  my  custom  to  present  this  whole  subject 
to  my  class  every  winter,  but  it  seemed  desirable 
to  call  the  attention  of  others,  equally  interested, 

to  the  special  merits  of  the  case." 

Notes  and  Comments, 

hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  the  seat  of 
conflict;  on  lying  down  on  the  ground  jarring 

could  be  distinctly  felt.  Dr.  Robinson  says,  "That 
the  whole  neighborhood  claim  to  have  heard  the 
firing.  During  Friday  the  air  was  calm  and  the 
sky  cloudless.  If  you  will  look  at  a  map,  you  will 
see  that  several  ridges  of  mountains  intervene  be- 

tween this  place  and  Gettysburg,  the  latter  point 

beine:  southeast  from  here." 

Transmissioa  of  Sound  to  a  great  Distance. 

*  Dr.  F.  C.  Robinson,  of  Greensburg,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  says  that  the  report  of  artillery 

at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  on  the  3d  inst.,  was 
distinctly  heard  at  Greensburg,  a  distance  of  one 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Army  Hospitals  in  this  City. 
A  large  number  of  wounded  soldiers  arrived  in  this 

city  during  the  past  week.  The  number  admitted 
into  the  Hospitals  was  3,924  ;  127  were  returned  to 
duty ;  15  were  discharged,  and  104  were  mustered  out 
of  the  service  at  the  Filbert  street  Hospital  for  con- 

valescents. No  deaths  occurred.  The  number  re- 
maining on  Saturday,  July  11,  was  9,527,  distributed 

as  follows : 

West  Philadelphia  3,717 
Chestnut  Hill  2,973 
Nicetown   869 
Germantown   658 
Summit  House   333 
South  Street   270 

Christian  Street   l'''! Turner's  Lane   149 
Filbert  Street   107 
Citizen's   60 
Camac's  Woods   50 
Chester  V   50 
Islington  Lane   9 

The  Conscription. 
The  conscription  law  of  the  last  Congress  is  now 

being  put  in  force.  The  following  are  allowed  as 
causes  of  exemption  : 

First.  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  heads  of  the  various  Executive  Departments  of 
the  Government,  and  the  Governors  of  the  several States. 

Second.  The  only  son  liable  to  military  duty  of  a 
widow  dependent  upon  his  labor  for  support. 

Third.  The  only  son  of  aged  or  infirm  parent  or 
parents  dependent  upon  his  labor  for  support. 

Fourth.  Where  there  are  two  or  more  sous  of  aged 
and  infirm  parents  subject  to  draft,  the  father,  or  if 
he  be  dead,  the  mother  may  elect  which  son  shall  be exempt. 

Fifth.  The  only  brother  of  children  not  twelve 
years  old  having  neither  father  nor  mother,  depend- ent upon  his  labor  for  support. 

Sixth.  The  father  of  motherless  children  imder 
twelve  years  of  age  dependent  upon  his  labor  for 
their  support. 

Seventh.  Where  there  are  a  father  and  sons  in  the 
same  family  and  household,  and  two  of  them  are  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  non-com- missioned officers,  musicians,  or  privates,  the  residue 
of  such  family  and  household,  not  exceeding  two, 
shall  be  exempt :  Provided,  however,  That  no  person 
M  ho  has  been  convicted  of  felony  shall  be  enrolled 
or  permitted  to  serve  in  said  forces. 

The  exempts  under  the  first  provision  of  section  2 
of  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  etc.,  will  generally  be  sufficiently  well  known to  the  Board  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  evidence  with 
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sider it  necessary,  in  any  case,  the  commission  or 

certificate  of  office  of  any  person  claiming-  exemption under  the  provision  mentioned  may  be  required  to 
be  shown. 

To  establish  exemption  nnder  the  second,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  provisions  of  section  3  of  the 
act  for  enrolling'  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
etc.,  the  Board  shall  require  the  affidavits  of  the  per- 

sons seeking  to  be  exempt,  and  of  two  respectable 
men  (heads  of  families  residing  in  the  district,  that 
the  man  in  question  is  "the  only  son  of  aged  or 
infirm  parents,  or  parents  dependent  on  his  labor  for 
support,"  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  particular provision  of  the  section  under  which  the  exemption 
is  claimed.  These  affidavits  will  be  made  according 
to  the  forms  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  must,  in  all 
cases,  be  taken  before  a  civil  magistrate  duly  autho- rized to  administer  oaths.  These  forms  of  affidavit 
shall  be  published  by  the  Board  of  Enrolment  in  the 
newspaper  of  the  district,  for  the  information  of  the 
public  when  a  draft  is  ordered. 

The  following  list  of  physical  causes  of  exemption 
is  issued  from  the  Surgeon-General's  office,  but  no 
certificate  of  a  physMan  or  stirgeon  is  to  be  received 
in  support  of  any  point  in  the  claim  of  drafted  men 
for  exemption  from  militia  service,  unless  the  facts 
and  statements  therein  set  forth  are  affirmed  or 
sworn  to  before  a  civil  magistrate  competent  to  ad- minister oaths. 

1.  Manifest  imbecility  or  insanity. 
2.  Epilepsy.  For  this  disability  the  statement  of 

the  drafted  man  is  insufficient,  and  the  fact  must  be 
established  by  the  duly  attested  affidavit  of  a  physi- 

cian of  good  standing,  who  had  attended  him  in  a 
convulsion. 

3.  Paralysis,  general  or  of  one  limb,  or  chorea ; 
their  existence  to  be  adequately  determined. 

4.  Acute  or  organic  diseases  of  the  brain  or  spinal 
chord  ;  of  the  heart  or  lungs  ;  of  the  kidneys  or  in- 

testines ;  of  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  sufficient  to  have 
impaired  the  general  health,  or  so  well  marked  as  to 
leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  man's  incapacity  of military  service. 

5.  Confirmed  consumption ;  cancer ;  aneurism  of 
the  large  arteries. 

G.  Inveterate  and  extensive  diseases  of  the  skin, 
which  will  necessarily  impair  the  efficiency  of  a  sol- dier. 

7.  Decided  feebleness  of  constitution,  whether  na- 
tural or  accjuired. 

8.  Scrofula  or  constitutional  syphilis,  which  has 
resisted  treatment  and  seriously  impaired  the  gene- ral health. 

9.  Habitual  or  confirmed  intemperance,  or  solitary 
vice,  in  a  degree  sufficient  to  have  materially  enfee- bled the  constitution. 

10.  Chronic  rheumatism,  unless  manifested  by  po- 
sitive chan:re  of  structure,  wasting  of  the  afiected 

limb,  or  puffiness  or  distortion  of  the  joint,  does  not 
exempt.  Impaired  motion  of  joints  and  contraction 
of  the  limbs,  alleged  to  arise  from  rheumatism,  and 
in  which  the  nutrition  of  the  limb  is  not  manifestly 
impaired,  are  to  be  proved  l)y  examination  while  in 
a  state  of  an;i'hthesia  inducted  l)y  ether  only. 

11.  Pain,  wliether  simulating  headache,  neuralgia 
in  any  of  its  forms,  rheumatism,  lumbago,  or  affec- 

tions of  the  muscles,  bones,  or  joints,  is  a  symptom  of 
disease  80  easily  pretended  that  it  is  not' to  be  ad- mitted as  a  cause  for  exemptlf)n  unless  accompanied 
with  manifest  derangement  of  the  general  health, 
wastint:  of  a  limb,  or  other  positive  signs  of  dis- 

qualifying lof-al  disease. 
12.  Great  injuries  or  diseases  of  the  skull,  occa- 

sioning impairment  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  epi- 
lepsy, or  other  manifest  nervous  or  spasmodic  symp- toms. 

13.  Total  loss  of  sight ;  loss  of  slglit  of  right  eye, 
cataract,  lohs  of  crystalinc  lens  of  right  eye. 

14.  Other  serious  diseases  of  the  eye,  aa'ecting  its 

i  integrity  and  use,  e.  g.,  chronic  ophthalmia,  fistula 
lachrymalis,  ptosis  (if  real),  ectropion,  entropion, 

I  etc.  Myopia,  unless  very  decided  or  depending  upon 
,  some  structural  change  in  the  eye,  is  not  a  cause  for 

i  exemption. j  15.  Loss  of  nose ;  deformity  of  nose,  so  great  as 
{  seriously  to  obstruct  respiration  ;  ozena,  dependent 
;  upon  caries  in  progress. 
j  16.  Complete  deafness.  This  inability  must  not I  be  admitted  on  the  mere  statement  of  the  drafted 
I  man,  but  must  be  proved  by  the  existence  of  posi- 
I  tive  disease,  or  by  other  satisfactory  evidence.  Pitr- 
j  ulent  otorrhoea. 
!  17.  Caries  of  the  superior  or  inferior  maxilla  of 
[  the  nasal  or  palate  bones,  if  in  progress  ;  left  palate 
I  (bony)  ;  extensive  loss  of  substance  of  the  cheeks, 
i  or  salivary  fistula. 
1  18.  Dumbness  ;  permanent  loss  of  voice ;  not  to 
be  admitted  without  clear  and  satisfactory  proof. 
j  19.  Total  loss  of  tongue;  mutilation  or  partial 
loss  of  tongue,  provided  the  mutilation  be  extensive 
enough  to  interfere  with  the  necessary  use  of  the 
organ. 

20.  Hypertrophy  or  atrophy  of  the  tongue,  suffi- 
cient in  a  degree  to  ■.impair  speech  or  deglutition  ; 

!  obstinate,  chronic  ulceration  of  the  tongue. 
1  21.  Stammering,  if  excessive  and  confirmed;  to 
I  be  established  by  satisfactory  evidence  under  oatla. 
I  22.  Loss  of  a  sufficient  number  of  teeth  to  pre- 
I  vent  proper  mastication  of  food  and  tearing  the cartridge. 

23.  Incurable  deformities  or  loss  of  part  of  either 
jaw,  hindering  biting  of  the  cartridge  or  proper 

;  mastication,  or  greatly  injuring  speech;  enchylosis 
!  of  lower  jaw. 
I     24.  Tumors  of  the  neck,  impeding  respiration  or 
I  deglutition  ;  fistula  of  larynx,  or  trachea  ;  torticollis, 
I  if  of  long  standing  and  Avell  marked, 
i     25.  Deformity  of  the  chest  sufficient  to  impede 
I  respiration,  or  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  arms  and 
military  equipments  ;  caries  of  the  ribs, 
j  26.  Deficient  amplitude  and  power  of  expansion 
!  of  chest.  A  man  five  feet  three  inches  (miuimum 
I  standard  height  for  the  regular  army)  shotild  not 
;  measure  less  than  thirty  inches  in  circumference  im- 
{  mediately  above  the  nipples,  and  have  an  expansive 
mobility  of  not  less  than  two  inches, 
j  27.  Abdomen  grossly  protuberant ;  excessive  obe- 
j  sity  ;  hernia,  either  inguinal  or  femoral. 
I  28.  Artificial  anus  ;  stricture  of  the  rectum  ;  pro- 
I  lapsus  anni.  Fistula  in  ano  is  not  a  positive  dis- 

qualification, but  may  be  so  if  extensive  or  compli- 
I  cated  with  visceral  disease. 
j  29.  Old  and  ulcerated  internal  hemorrhoids,  if  in 
degree  sufficient  to  impair  the  man's  efficiency.  Ex- :  ternal  hemorrhoids  are  no  cause  for  exemption. 

30.  Total  loss  or  nearly  total  loss  of  penis  ;  epis- 
I  padia  or  hypospadia  at  the  middle  or  near  the  root 
of  the  penis. 
'  31.  Incurable  permanent  organic  stricture  of  the uretftra,  in  which  the  urine  is  passed  drop  by  drop, 
or  which  is  complicated  by  disease  of  the  bladder; 

I  urinary  fistula.  Recent  or  spasmodic  strictures  of 
the  urethra  does  not  exempt. 

32.  Incontinence  of  urine,  being  a  disease  fre- 
fiuently  feigned  and  of  rare  occurrence,  is  not  of 
itself  a  cause  for  exemption.  Stone  in  the  bladder, 
ascertained  by  the  introduction  of  the  metallic  ca- 

theter, is  a  positive  disqualification. 
33.  Loss  or  complete  atrophy  of  both  testicles 

from  any  cause,  permanent  retention  of  one  or  both 
testicles  within  the  inguinal  canal,  but  voluntary" retraction  docs  not  exemi)t. 

34.  Confirmed  or  malignant  sarcocele  hydrocele, 
if  complicated  with  organic  disease  of  the  testicle. 
Varicocele  are  not  in  tliemselves  disqualifying. 

35.  Excessive  anterior  or  posterior  curvature  of 
the  spine  ;  caries  of  the  spine. 

37.  Wounds,  fractures,  tumors,  atrophy  of  a  limb, 
or  chronic  diseases  of  the  joints  or  bones,  that  would 
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impede  marcbing  or  prevent  continnons  mnscular  | 
exertion.  j 3S.  Anchylosis  or  irreducible  dislocation  of  the  j 
shoulder  J  elbow,  wrist,  hip,  knee,  or  ankle-joint.  | 39.  Muscular  or  cutaneous  contraction  from  wounds 
or  burns,  in  a  degree  sufficient  to  prevent  useful  mo 
tion  of  the  limb. 

40.  Total  loss  of  a  thumb  ;  loss  of  ungual  phalanx 
of  the  right  thumb.  j 

41.  Total  loss  of  two  fingers  of  same  hand.  j 
43.  Total  loss  of  index  finger  of  right  hand.  I 
43.  Loss  of  the  first  and  second  phalanges  of  the  | 

fingers  of  the  right  hand.  | 
44.  Permanent  extension  or  permanent  contraction  j 

of  any  finger  except  the  little  finger  ;  all  the  fingers 
adherent  or  united. 

45.  Toial  loss  of  either  great  toe  ;  loss  of  any  three 
toes  on  the  same  foot ;  all  the  toes  joined  together. 

46.  The  great  toe  crossing  the  other  toes,  with 
great  prominence  of  the  articulation  of  the  meta- 

tarsal bone  and  first  phalanx  of  the  great  toe. 
47.  Overriding,  or  superposition  of  all  the  toes. 
4S.  Permanent  retraction  of  the  last  phalanx  of 

one  of  the  toes,  so  that  the  free  border  of  the  nail 
bears  upon  the  ground ;  or  flexion  at  a  right  angle 
of  the  first  phalanx  of  a  toe  upon  a  second  with  an- 

chylosis of  this  articulation. 
49.  Club  feet ;  splay  feet,  where  the  arch  is  so  far 

efi"aced  that  the  tuberosity  of  the  scaphoid  bone touches  the  ground  and  the  line  of  station  runs 
along  the  whole  internal  border  of  the  foot,  with 
great  prominence  of  the  inner  ankle ;  but  ordinary 
large,  ill-shaped,  or  flat  feet  do  not  exempt. 

50.  Varicose  veins  of  inferior  extremities,  if  large 
and  numerous,  with  clusters  of  knots,  and  accompa- 

nied with  chronic  swelling  or  ulcerations. 
51.  Chronic  ulcers  ;  extensive,  deep,  and  adherent 

cicatrices  of  lower  extremities. 

M.  Demarquay  on  Englisti  Surgery. 
M.  Demaequat  has  recently  published  in  the  Jj!2ion 

3Iedicale  (No.  70)  some  of  the  impressions  he  derived 
concerning  English  Surgery  during  his  visit  to  Lon- 

don as  a  juror  of  the  Exhibition.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  do  not  complain  of  the  estimate  formed  by  our 
cmifrere,  who  sees  that  there  is  something  at  least  to 
be  learned  from  our  hospitals  and  our  practice  ;  but 
one  or  two  statements  may  be  noticed.  He  seems  to 
think  that  we  administer  chloroform  in  a  far  too  free 
manner — an  observation  to  be  expected  from  a  sur- 

geon of  the  Paris  hospitals,  in  which  this  assuager  of 
suff"ering  is  often  very  imperfectly  employed.  The reason  M.  Demarquat  assigns  for  such  imperfect  ad- 

ministration is  of  that  idealistical  kind  we  have 
become  in  the  habit  of  regarding  as  peculiarly  French. 

He  says  that  when  the"  English  patient  is  brought completely  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  "  a 
painful  feeling  is  produced  when  we  behold  placed 
upon  the  operating-table  a  human  mass  brought 
there  solely  to  undergo  the  operations  indicated  by 
art.  As  chloroformization  is  continued  during  the  j 
entire  period  of  the  operation,  and  the  patient  is  car-  j 
ried  away  while  still  under  the  influence  of  the  anaes- ' 
thetic,  there  results  a  complete  isolation  of  the  patient 
and  the  surgeon,  which  is  truly  painful.  The  man 
is  efi'aced  by  such  a  mode  of  procedure,  the  operator becoming  a  mere  instrument,  and  the  patient  mere 
matter  for  operation.  Those  moral  aud  sympathetic 
ties,  which  become  established  between  the  operator 
and  the  operated  prior  to  the  operation,  and  at  the 
moment  when  the  patient  returns  to  his  senses,  have 
no  place  in  the  English  hospitals,  where  this  mode 
of  procedure  prevails.  In  this  point  of  view  ours  is 
the  better  practice."  Aye,  in  this  point  of  view  ; 
but  what  is  it  in  the  patient's  point  of  view  I  Free- 

dom from  pain,  rather  than  a  ''moral  sympathetic 
tie,"  is,  we  take  it,  the  grand  point  with  him. 

The  construction  and  convenience  of  our  operating 

theatres,  their  admirable  illumination,  the  mode  of 
transporting  the  patients  to  and  fro,  and  the  mode 
of  dressing,  receive  great  praise  at  the  hands  of  M. 
Demauquat,  contrasted  as  they  are  with  what  pre- 

vails in  France.  In  comparing  the  results  obtained 
in  the  two  countries,  he  observed  that  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  the  London  patients  can  bear  operations 
much  better  than  the  Parisians,  who  are  of  a  far  more 
nervous  and  impressionable  temperament,  whatever 
this  may  be  due  to,  whether  difference  in  race,  in 
habits,  or  in  manner  of  living.  With  respect  to  the 
diag-nosis,  he  considers  that  French  surgery  is  more 
minute,  precise,  and  affirmative,  while  in  indications 
of  treatment  English  surgery  is  more  bold  and  more 
hasty.  Thus,  in  respect  to  the  numerous  and  remark- 

able examples  of  excision  met  with  in  the  London 
hospitals,  there  has  not  first  taken  place  in  these 
cases  that  series  of  local  and  general  treatment  which 
would  have  been  put  into  force  in  Paris.  While 
English  surgery  is  so  proud  of  the  results  of  these 
operations,  French  surgery  is  better  pleased  with 
avoiding  such  operations  by  medico-chirurgical  treat- 

ment, and  thus  preserving  the  limbs  in  their  entirety. 
In  calculating  the  statistics,  we  may  expect  a  greater 
proportion  of  favourable  restilts  from  the  English 
resections  than  from  the  French,  as  these  latter  are 
not  resorted  to  until  the  last  extremity,  when  all 
other  means  have  been  exhausted.  The  true  object 
of  inquiry  should  be  the  diseases  of  the  joints  them- 

selves ;  are  they  best  treated  by  these  more  prompt 
and  hasty  operations,  or  by  more  varied  and  more 
expectant  therapeutical  agencies  ?  Bitt  IVI.  Demae- 
QUAT  finds  that  if,  in  some  respects,  London  surgery 
is  bolder  than  French,  in  others  it  is  more  timid. 
Thtis,  delicate  operations  for  the  removal  of  malig- nant tumors  are  much  rarer  in  London  than  in  Paris. 
This,  he  conjectures,  may  be  dtie  to  the  fact  of  such 
cases  being  treated  at  special  hospitals,  and  should 
be  borne  in  mind  in  estimating  the  res]3ective  mor- 

tality of  the  general  hospitals  of  the  two  countries. 
We  believe  that  this  class  of  operations  is  of  more 
common  occurrence  in  our  hospitals  than  M.  Demab- 
QUAT  supposes,  and  that  their  greater  rarity,  com- 

pared with  what  prevails  in  Paris,  is  not  due  to  any 
predominance  of  special  hospitals,  but  to  the  increas- 

ing want  of  confidence  entertained  in  their  efficacy 
by  our  surgeons. — Medical  Times  and  Dublin  Medical Press. 

Weights  and  Measures  in  England. 
Some  of  otir  English  friends  have  a  strong  hank- 

ering after  a  decimal  system  of  weights  and  mea- 
sttres.  A  Committee  of  Parliament  has  for  some 

time  been  engaged  in  making  "  a  full  investigation 
of  the  regtilations  of  diflferent  countries,  as  well  as 
the  requirements  of  otir  own  country,  [Great  Bri- 

tain,] and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  uni- 
versal system  should  prevail  among  commercial 

nations,  and  that  the  French  Metrical  System  was 
the  best  suited  for  general  adoption."  A  bill  is  now 
before  Parliament  designed  to  carry  out  the  recom- 

mendation of  the  Committee,  which  bill  is  printed 
in  extenso  in  the  June  number  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  just  received.  This  bill  makes  all  the  mea- 

sures dependent  upon  the  metre,  which  it  calls  the 
"new  yard"  (39.37079  inches)  or  tinit  of  length 
meastire.  The  unit  of  stirface  measure  is  the  square 
metre.  The  unit  of  measttre  of  capacity  is  the  litre 
or  new  quart  (a  ctibe  of  the  one-teuth  of  the  new 
yard.) The  unit  of  weight  is  the  weight  of  a  neio  qn<trt  or 
litre  of  distilled  water,  to  be  called  a kilo2:ram," 
the  half  of  which  is  to  be  the  new  pound.  The  one- 
thousandth  of  the  kilogram  will  be  called  a  "gram," 
which  in  decimal  parts  and  multiples,  "  shall  be used  for  weighing  bullion  and  i^recious  stones,  and 
for  the  pttrposes  of  pharmacy." The  bill  makes  the  use  of  these  measures  legal. 
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[Vol.  X. three  months  after  it  becomes  a  law  ;  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  from  that  time,  it  shall  be 

illegal  to  nse  any  other  weights  or  measures  within 
the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  The  subject  may  now  be 
considered  to  be  open  to  the  British  public.  The 
characteristic  deliberation  with  which  great  changes 
are  etiected  in  England,  will  give  ample  time  for  the 
people  to  consider  the  matter,  yet  it  is  not  probable 
that  one  in  ten  thousand  of  the  population  will 
understand  the  merits  of  the  bill  or  appreciate  the 
amount  of  disturbance  it  will  create  in  commercial 
transactions.  With  a  just  appreciation  of  the  ad- 

vantages of  the  decimal  system  in  regard  to  multi- 
ples of  the  units,  we  yet  believe  the  duodecimal  or 

sexdecimal  system  to  be  far  more  convenient  in 
practice,  and  that  should  the  decimal  system  be 
adopted  in  England,  it  will  be  virtually  annulled  in 
practice,  as  regards  the  decimal  fractions,  by  the 
retention  of  the  custom  of  halves,  quarters,  eighths 
and  sixteenths  of  the  kilogram,  using  them  in  lieu 
of  the  present  fractions  of  the  avoirdupois  pound, — 
in  fact,  the  bill  foreshadows  this  in  its  5th  clause, 
which  says,  "For  the  more  convenient  subdivision of  weights  and  measures,  it  shall  Le  lawful  to  use 
the  double  and  the  half  of  all  the  said  units,  and 
their  principal  decimal  divisions  and  multiples,  as 
well  as  any  other  subordinate  divisions  which  the  Com- 

mittee of  the  privy  council  for  trade  may  deem  ezpe- 
dient.^^ — Ajnerican  Jotmuil  af  Pharm/icy. 

The  Military  Hospital 
at  Sixty-fifth  and  Vine  streets,  under  the  charge  of 
Dr.  Levis,  which  has  been  devoted  to  the  treatment 
of  deformities  of  joints  from  gun-shot  wounds,  hav- 

ing a  number  of  vacant  beds,  is  ordered  to  receive 
wounded  officers  from  the  recent  battles. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  is  raging  at  a  fearful  rate  in  "Western Illiuois.  In  tlic  town  of  oVIoline,  over  one  hundred 
children  have  died  from  its  effects.  Parents  in  a 
panic  have  shtit  their  children  into  the  house  to  keep 
them  clear  of  it,  but  it  was  observed  that  those  who 
were  housed  were  the  victims  soonest,  while  those 
that  "roughed  it"  out  of  doors  invariably  escaped. 

ANSWEBS  TO  CORKESPONDEWTS. 
Corresrurnih  lifft  vill  j,hase  notice  our  reitirmted  re- 

qvjist  to  givf.  I'f  'I-  full  <iiijl.-,S8  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  c''_/r/-'  >;  ' /"/■ «  ;V  ri  ry  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary fur  tis  (dirays  to  tmoio  the  Town,  County  and  State from  whence  their  letters  art  sent. 
Dk.  G.  W.  C.,  Michigan. — Yuur  instruments  were  forwarded 

by  Howard  &  Go.'s  Express,  on  the  1.5th,  securely  packed  in a  wooden  box. 
Dr.  B.  IIkshe,  Micn. — Your  tonsillotome  was  forwarded  by 

Howard  &  Co.'s  Express,  on  the  lotli  iust. 
Dr.  a.  E.  S.,  Wis. — Mott's  Surgical  Clinics  has  been  for- warded by  mail. 
The  price  of  Errichsen's  Surgery  is  now  $-5. 
Dr.  E.  S.  Sharp,  N.  J. — Gross'  Surgery — two  volumes  was forwarded  by  West  Jersey  Express,  on  the  16th  inst. 
Dh.  O.  L..  I' a. — Dr.  W.  M.  King  is  Surgeon-Generul  of  Penn- sylvania, His  address  is  Iliirrihburg.  He  will  inform  you when  the  next  Doard  of  Exarninors  meets. 

MARRIED. 

hiiiitli  Law,  Esq  ,  of  this  city. 
yf>UKiH — Ti  i'i'KR.— Married  at  Hardwick,  Mass.,  on  the 

of  July,  l»y  the  llev.  M.  Tuppf-r,  Dr.  J.  C.  Norris,  of  Lei] Del ,  and  Miss  Emily  P.,  daughter  of  the  officiating  clergyu 

CiTKSTOTf — Law. — On  Tnesday  evening,  the  7th  inst.,  by  the 
Rev.  George  W.  Mnngrave,  1».  D.,  LL.  D.,  Dr.  Elijah  Chcslon, 
A«Hl«tant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Mids  C.  Louisa,  daughter  of 
hmitli  Law,  Esq  ,  of  this  city. 

"     ■  •    ■ the  14th ipsic, 
,     ,      ̂   ^  ^/man. ( No  cardH.) 

MiTCHELT. — RoHB. — On  ThnrHday,  June  llth,  at  the  residence 
of  the  brlde'H  father,  by  Jtev.  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  New  York, 
John  J.  MitrhelJ,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  and  I'hilena  li.,  daugh- ter of  Norinafi  Hone,  Eiq.,  of  Schuyler  Lake,  N.  Y. 
Writrky— Mi;rdo»;k. — On  Wednenday  ov.  ning,  June  24,  at 

tho  residence  of  the  bride  s  fatlmr,  by  IJev  b.  S.  IJarier, 
aHHi..»ted  by  Kev.  Geo,  W.  Whitney,  W.  W.  Whitney,  M.D., 
and  MiMH  Angle,  daughter  of  Sauiucl  Murdock,  Et'i  ,  ail  of Union,  N, 

DIED. 

Chase— In  Mt.  Vernon,  Me.,  July  8th,  Dr.  S.  W.  Chase, aged  53  years. De  Camp.— In  Watervliet  Arsenal,  West  Troy,  N.  Y.,  on Wednesday,  July  1.5,  Caroline  L.,  the  beloved  wife  of  Dr.  S. 
G.  J.  De  Camp,  U.  S.  Army,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Judse Hitchcock,  of  Mobile,  Ala. 
FuRBER.— On  the  4th  of  July,  at  Bunker  Hill,  111.,  Charlie, infant  son  of  Dr.  J.  L.  and  Fannie  H.  Fuiber,  aged  five months,  twenty-six  days. 
Holmes— Dr.  F.  S.  Holmes,  of  Foxcroft,  Me.,  Surgeon  of  the 6th  Maine,  died  in  hospital  a  few  days  since,  of  diphtheria. 
Levis.— In  this  city,  on  the  loth  inst.,  Anna,  oldest  child  of Dr.  Richard  J.  and  Henrietta  E.  Levis,  aged  7  years. 
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VITAL 
STATISTICS. 
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Communications. 

ADHESIVE  PLASTER 
In  the  Treatment  of  Fracture  of  the  Thigh. 

By  D.  Gilbert,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

Having  received  frequent  applications  from  medi- 
cal friends  for  full  details  of  the  composition  and 

manner  of  application  of  my  apparatus  for  frac- 
ture of  the  thigh,  I  have  prepared  the  following 

for  insertion  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter. This  seems  called  for,  especially  at  this 

time,  when  there  are  so  many  cases  under  treat- 
ment in  the  army  hospitals.  I  regret  to  say,  that 

my  publications  hitherto  have  not  been  so  full  and 
explicit  on  these  points  as  they  should  have  been. 

I.— Composition. 
1.  A  splint  four  inches  wide  at  upper  and  three 

inches  at  lower  end,  by  three- fourths  of  an  inch 
thick,  and  long  enough  to  reach  from  two  inches 
above  the  crista  ilii  to  six  inches  below  the  foot 
after  extension  and  reduction,  with  two  holes  at 
upper  end,  and  a  block,  nailed  or  morticed  to  lower 
end,  to  receive  the  frame  of  tourniquet. 

2.  Two  pieces  of  adhesive  plaster  one  and  one- 
fourth  yards  long,  and  two  inches  wide  at  one  end, 
and  six  at  the  other.  Two  adhesive  strips,  each 
one  yard  long  and  three  inches  wide,  and  one  ad- 

hesive strip  one  and  one-fourth  yards  long  and 
four  inches  wide. 

3.  Two  ordinary  rollers,  each  two  and  a  half 
inches  wide  and  four  yards  long. 

4.  One  tourniquet,  Cof  Pettit.) 
5.  Cotton  batting  or  charpie,  and  one  yard  of 

muslin. 
6.  Small  block,  half  an  inch  thick  by  two  inches 

wide  and  three  long. 

7.  The  many-tailed  bandage,  which  is  necessary 
in  some  cases. 

II.— Application. 
1.  Make  one  double  strip  by  laying  one  of  the 

yard  long  strips  upon  the  other  and  attach  this  to 
sides  of  leg,  leaving  a  free  loop  under  sole  of  foot 
to  receive  block  and  tourniquet  strap. 

2.  Apply  wide  end  of  one  of  the  largest  strips  to 
the  inside  of  the  sound  thigh,  above  its  middle  : 
pass  it  spirally  over  anterior  aspect  and  trochan- 

ter, and  then  across  sacrum  to  crista  ilii  of  injured 
side.  Apply  wide  extremity  of  the  other  so  as  to 
overlap  the  first;  carry  it  spirally  over  back  of 
thigh  and  trochanter  and  across  anterior  aspect  of 
the  pelvis  to  crista  ilii.  Here  the  narrow  ends  are 
crossed,  twisted  and  passed  through  the  holes  of 
the  splint  and  tied  outside  firmly.  See  that  the 
plasters  are  adherent  to  all  the  surfaces  over  which 

they  pass. 
3.  To  insure  adherence  apply  one  roller  over  the 

extending,  and  the  other  over  the  counter-extend- 
ing bands. 

4.  Make  extension  and  counter-extension  and 
coaptate  the  fragments. 

5.  Pass  strap  of  tourniquet  over  the  loop  and 
block  under  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  buckle 
tightly ;  placing  the  frame  of  the  instrument  upon 
the  block  at  lower  end  of  the  splint.  By  turning 
the  screw  the  extension  may  be  completed  and 
increased  from  time  to  time. 

6.  Roll  up  the  batting  or  charpie  in  the  muslin 
to  form  a  cushion,  and  fill  inequalities  between  leg 

and  splint. 
7.  Pass  remaining  adhesive  strip  around  the 

pelvis  and  head  of  splint  to  insure  immobility  of 
both. 

8.  An  inside  splint  may  be  used  in  some  cases. 
This  may  be  longer  or  shorter,  and  held  by  strips 
of  roller.  The  many-tailed  bandage,  in  some  cases, 
is  necessary. 

9.  Should  the  situation  of  wounds  require  it  the 
splint  may  be  bracketed. 

10.  Patients  of  tender  skin  often  separate  the 
plasters  to  relieve  itching.  This  should  be  pre- 
vented. 

11.  When  the  fracture  is  in  the  lower  part  or 
middle  of  the  thigh,  the  wide  ends  of  the  counter- 
extending  strips  may  be  applied  to  the  injured 
limb;  commencing  on  the  outside,  winding  spirally 
in  opposite  directions,  crossing  at  perineum  and 
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the  splint  and  tied. 

In  all  cases  the  form  and  length  of  the  adhesive 
strips  mnst  be  adapted  to  circumstances. 

In  some  cases  we  will  have  to  depend  on  the 
surfaces  of  the  pelvis  alone  for  their  application. 

III.— Advantages. 

1.  There  is  neither  friction  nor  pressure  at  the 
seats  of  extension  and  counter- extension  as  there 

is  in  the  use  of  the  ordinary  materials  ;  conse- 
quently, no  abrasion  nor  pain,  no  matter  how 

great  the  force  necessary  to  be  employed  to  keep 
up  extension  and  counter-extension. 

2.  The  apparatus  is  so  perfectly  simple  as  to  be 
always  available. 

3.  When  well  applied,  readjustment  is  not  re- 
quired more  than  once  in  simple,  and  not  more 

than  three  or  four  times  in  compound  fractures. 
4.  Perfect  quietude  of  the  fragments  insuring 

more  speedy  union. 
This  method  commands  the  movements  of  the 

pelvis  and  entire  lower  extremity,  and  converts 
them,  for  the  time  being,  into  one  solid  piece, 
whilst  the  movements  of  the  trunk  upon  the  pel- 

vis through  the  agency  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae  are 
unrestrained,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of 
the  patient.  { 

IV.— To  Facilitate  Evacuations.  j 
I  have,  in  these  and  all  similar  cases,  a  frame  j 

made  (of  l:|^-inch  plank  four  inches  wide)  six  and  j 
a  half  feet  by  two  and  a  half  feet,  on  which  sack-  ' 
ing  is  firmly  tacked,  as  in  the  subjoined  wood-cut.  ! 

Over  this  lay  a  sheet  with  hole  to  correspond  and 
pillows  to  raise  the  head  and  shoulders,  and  place 
this  upon  an  ordinary  bed. 

On  this  the  patient  may  be  placed  and  have  his 
evacuations  without  the  least  disturbance  of  the 
fracture  by  resting  the  ends  of  the  frame  upon 
atools  or  chairs.  He  may  also  be  carried  from 
room  to  room,  and  even  into  tlie  open  air,  and 
have  his  bed  made,  aired,  etc. 

The  following  drawing  exhibits  the  plan  adopted 
in  the  ca.se  of  T.  S.,  who  had  compound  fracture 
of  both  thighs : 

This  case  was  reported  to  the  College  of  Plnjsi- 
rians  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Beeslhy,  of  this  city,  at  a  stated 
meeting  in  February,  1859.  His  concluding  re- 

marks are  as  follows : 

In  writing  the  account  of  this  interesting  case, 
I  have  drawn  freely  from  the  notes  of  it  kept  by 

Dr.  GriLBERT,  to  whose  skill,  under  Providence,  I 
attribute  its  completely  successful  result,  the  more 
remarkable  from  the  age,  nervous  constitution,  and 
active  character  of  the  lad.  Of  all  the  cases  of  frac- 

ture of  the  thigh  which  have  come  under  my  notice 
in  the  course  of  a  pretty  extensive  practice  of  more 
than  forty  years,  there  has  been  none  where  the 
apparatus  made  use  of  was  so  simple,  so  painless, 
and  yet  so  thoroughly  efficient  in  retaining  the 
injured  limbs  in  their  natural  position.  The  frac- 

ture-bed, by  its  cheapness,  lightness,  and  conve- 
nience for  moving  the  patient  without  pain,  and 

allowing  the  necessary  evacuations  of  the  bowels, 
seemed  almost  all  that  was  to  be  desired  in  such  a 
case.  At  first  there  was  some  difficulty  in  urinat- 

ing, and  the  catheter  was  used  a  few  times  ;  after 
that,  however,  a  large-mouthed  llattish  phial  wag 
placed  so  as  to  receive  the  urine,  when  the  patient 
desired  to  void  it.  In  conclusion  I  may  add,  that 
now,  at  the  end  of  three  months  from  the  accident, 
the  boy  walks  with  facility  and  without  limping, 
there  only  appearing  some  stiffness  in  his  knee." 

Numerous  cases  of  the  most  unpromising  char- 
acter have  been  treated  with  the  most  gratifying 

success  during  tlie  last  fifteen  years  by  myself  and 
friends.    Some  of  these  have  been  published  iu 



1863.] COMMUNICATIONS. 

183 

medical  journals,  otiiers  maj  be  publislied  here- 
after. 

Published  papers  may  be  found  in  the  American 

Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  Jan'7,  1851,  Jan'7, 
1858,  and  Jan'y,  1859. 

BILATERAL  CEPHAL^MATOMA.* 
Translated  for  fhe  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masillon,  Ohio. 

A  paper  on  Bilateral  Cephalcematoma  was  sent  in 
by  Dr.  Samelson.  The  case  presented  no  features  of 
special  interest,  only  that  the  one  tumor  existed 
at  birth,  and  the  other  was  only  noticed  at  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day.    The  physicians  who  first 
attended  the  case  thought  it  possible  that  the  pro 
trusion  had  a  communication  with  the  cavity  of  1  formly  resorted  to  puncture  and  evacuation  of  the 

children  to  find  small  collections  of  blood  between 
the  skull  and  pericranium,  not  noticed  during  life, 
on  account  of  the  insignificance  of  the  collections. 
He  believes  that  such  frequent  sanguineous  en- 

gorgement in  new-born  children  is  caused  by 
interrupted  inspiration.  This  view  of  the  cause 
explains  why,  as  is  always  observed,  the  cephalae- 
matoma  increase  in  size  during  the  first  few  days 
of  life. 

As  regards  the  treatment,  Dr.  Martix  also 
treated  some  cases  on  the  expectant  plan  ;  that  is, 
he  confined  himself  exclusively  to  medical  treat- 

ment, such  as  lotions,  etc.,  and  witnessed  in  a 
longer  or  shorter  period  of  time  the  resorption  of 
the  blood  in  the  swellings.  But  the  cure  was  so 
tedious,  and  disfigured  the  head  sometimes  for 
years,  so  that  for  twelve  years  past  he  had  uni- 

the  skull,  and  as  the  general  condition  of  the  child 
seemed  to  indicate  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  an 
explorative  puncture  was  made  with  a  probe, 
which,  however,  closed  after  discharging  a  few 
drops  of  blood.  When  Dr.  Samelsox  was  called 
in,  double  cephalsematoma  was  given  as  his  diag- 

nosis. He  ordered  Schmucker's  lotion,  besides  a 
proper  treatment  for  the  general  condition  of  the 
child.  At  a  later  period,  the  cold  applications 
were  changed  for  warm  fomentations  of  chamo- 

mile infusion,  mixed  with  spirits  of  camphor. 
Dr.  Samelson  believed  that  the  cephalsematoma 

had  a  connection  with  a  disposition  to  haemor- 
rhages in  both  parents,  as  manifested  by  frequent 

bleedings  from  the  nose,  and  obstinate  traumatic 
haemorrhages. 

Dr.  Strassmax  remarked,  that  bilateral  cephalse- 
matoma, according  to  the  observations  made  in 

Hauner's  Hospital  for  children,  is  of  very  rare 
occurrence — in  twenty- nine  thousand  cases  of  sick 
ehildren  there  treated,  only  three  such  cases  are 
reported.  In  one  case  treated,  one  side  was 
emptied  by  incision  with  the  lancet,  and  was 
cured  in  from  three  to  five  days  ;  the  other  side 
was  treated  by  applications  of  sal  ammoniac  and 
tinctures,  etc.,  and  was  absorbed  only  in  from  five 
to  eight  weeks. 

Dr.  Martin  said,  that  according  to  his  observa- 
tions, on  cephalsematoma  neonatorum,  that  the 

collection  of  blood  between  the  skull-bone  and 
the  pericranium,  in  the  larger  proportion  of  cases, 
is  caused  by  rupture  of  blood  vessels  by  stripping, 
or  compression  of  the  tissues  named,  during  the 
passage  of  the  head  through  the  pelvic  bones.  In 
a  case  that  died  from  other  disease,  after  a  difficult 
birth,  there  was,  on  opening  the  head,  fracture  of 

contents  of^the  swelling.  But  this  treatment  he  never 
undertakes  before  the  ninth  or  tenth  day  after  the  in- 

crease in  size  of  the  swelling  has  ceased.  He  uses 

the  common  'abscess  knife,  and  only  makes  an 
opening  of  from  three  to  five  lines.  The  blood  dis- 

charged is  always  black,  not  coagulated.  The  dis- 
charge is  aided  by  very  gentle  pressure,  the  wound 

closed  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  no  further  treat- 
ment is  required. 

The  Effects  of  Congelation  upon  Water. 
Dr.  KoBrsHET,  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 

cine, Paris,  has  published  an  account  of  experiments 
conducted  by  him  to  test  the  effects  of  congelation 
upon  drinking-water.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ice 
which  is  formed  in  the  sea  yields  nothing  but  fresh 
water,  all  the  salt  having  been  eliminated  by  con- 

gelation. In  the  Northern  parts  of  Europe  this 
property  is  turned  to  account  for  the  extraction  of 
salt  from  sea  water ;  for  a  large  sheet  of  the  latter 
having  been  left  to  freeze,  the  ice  is  afterwards  cut 
away,  and  the  unfrozen  water  left  below  is  so  rich  in 
salt  as  to  require  very  little  evaporation  to  yield  it 
in  a  solid  state.  This  property  will  also  serve  to 
analyze  wine.  Suppose  it  was  required  to  determine 
the  quantity  of  water  fraudulently  added  to  a  certain 
wine  ;  by  exposing  it  to  the  action  of  artificial  refrig- 

eration, all  the  water  would  be  alone,  and  the  wine 
left  in  its  purity.  By  a  similar  process,  ships  at  sea. 
being  short  of  water,  might  be  supplied  with  this 
necessary  article.  We  will  suppose  the  temperature 
of  sea  water  under  the  tropics  to  be  300  centigrade. 
If  a  quantity  be  exposed  in  a  vessel  to  the  action  of 
a  mixture  of  sulphate  of  soda  and  hydrochloric  acid, 
two  very  cheap  commodities,  the  temperature  of  the 
water  will  fall  to  100  below  freezing  point.  Let  it 
then  be  exposed  to  a  second  mixture  of  the  same 
kind,  generally  eight  parts  of  sulphate  to  five  of  the 
acid,  and  the  temperature  may  be  lowered  to  170 
below  freezing  point.  Congealed  water  is  then  ob- 

tained free  from  salt,  and  may  be  used  with  impu- 
nity. Dr.  RoBi>'ET  has  added  a  new  fact  to  this  the- 

ory by  showing  that  the  water  of  springs  and  rivers 
loses  all  its  salts  bv  confrelation.    These  salts  are 
chiefly  those  of  lime  and  magnesia.    The  water  sub 

the  skull,  with  internal  and  external  cephalama-  '  iP^f^^      experiment  was  that  of  the  lakes  of  the 
toma.    It  is  quite  common  in  dissecting  new-born 

*  Verhandltiiigen  der  Gesellachaft  fur  Geburtshiilfe  iu  Ber- lin.  Se^ion  of  27th  May,  1862. 

Bois  de  Boulogne,  the  ice  of  which  was  found  to  be 
entirely  free  from  the  above  mentioned  salts.  Such, 
indeed,  is  the  chemical  purity  of  the  water  thus  ob- 

tained, that  it  may  in  most  instances  be  substituted 
for  distilled  water. — Scieyitijic  American, 



184 PERISCOPE. 

[Vol.  X. 
Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

DOMESTIC. 

Spotted  Fever. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
this  city,  held  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  Dr.  W.  W.f 
Gerhard  read  a  paper  on  the  Spotted  Fever  as  it 
occurred  in  Philadelphia  in  1863,  its  Symptoms,  Pa- 

thology, and  Diagnosis.*    Dr.  Gerhard  says  : 

•'About  the  middle  of  last  February  I  was  called to  a  case  of  a  new  form  of  disease  ;  the  patient,  a 
boy  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  taken  suddenly 
with  intense  pain  in  head  and  back,  with  occasional 
delirium;  there  was  also  vomiting  and  nansea.  In 
the  intervals  of  the  delirium  he  was  dull  and  heavy, 
but  able  to  answer  questions  correctly. 

"  On  the  second  day  there  was  an  eruption  over 
the  whole  body  of  spots  varying  in  size  from  such  as 

particularly  in  localities  occupied  by  the  United 
States  troops.  The  number  of  cases  that  occurred 
in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity  during  March  and  April 
is  estimated  at  two  hundred. 

"  Ilode  of  Attack  and  Symptoms. — Some  patients 
are  taken  down  suddenly  without  the  slightest  pre- 

monition, with  a  chill  and  intense  headache  ;  others, 
again,  have  the  usual  premonitory  symptoms  of 
acute  diseases  for  a  few  hours  ;  a  chill  will  theji  su- 

pervene, followed  by  fever ;  the  countenance  is 
slightly  flushed,  and  the  patient  becomes  dull  and 
heavy — so  much  so  that  after  a  few  hours,  in  bad 
cases,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  pertinent  answer 
from  a  patient.  In  other  cases  he  is  dull  and  stupid, 
but  answers  when  loudly  spoken  to.  In  slight  cases 
there  is  merely  a  little  dulness,  but  no  posttive  stu- 

por. There  is  occasionally  positive  delirium,  but  as 
a  general  rule  the  disturbance  of  the  mind  inclines 
more  towards  stupor  or  coma  than  active  delirium.. 
In  fatal  cases  the  patient  always  dies  in  a  state  of 
coma,  which  lasts  several  hours  before  death. 

"  Another  symptom  of  the  disease  is  intense  pain 
in  the  head  and  back,  extending  often  to  the  limbs. 
This  occnrs  with  a  chill,  but  very  soon  subsides,  or 
at  least  is  not  spoken  of  by  the  patient,  except  when 
questions  are  directed  to  the  subject.    There  is  often 

would  be  caused  by  the  prick  of  a  pin,  to  an  inch  or  I  vomiting  at  the  commencement,  but  not  usuallv  very 
more  in  breadth.  These  spots  were  of  a  dull  red  |  frequent  or  often  repeated,  and  no  epigastric  tender- 
color,  not  in  the  slightest  degree  elevated,  and  rather  j  ness.  The  bowels  are  rather  constipated  ;  there  is  a 
resembling  ecchymoses,  such  as  might  be  caused  by  ;  disgust  for  food  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the 
the  puncture  of  an  insect  than  a  proper  eruption.  '  '  ~'       '     '  ----- 
There  was  no  diarrhoea  ;  moderate  heat  and  fever  ; 
the  tongue  was  scarcely  coated.  This  patient  died 
in  four  days  from  the  attack,  sinking  into  a  state  of 
coma.^  A  sister  of  this  patient,  aged  twenty,  was 
Taken  ill  and  died  in  twenty-six  hours  from  the  com- 
■mencement.  She  was  attended  by  Dr.  Packard,  and had  an  eruption  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the 
other  patient  during  life.  On  examination  after 
death  no  distinctive  lesion  was  found." 

Brief  reference  is  made  to  about  twenty  cases  that 
occurred  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  ten  of 
which  terminated  fatally. 
HMory  of  the  Disease.— Dr.  Gerhard's  account  of 

the  history  of  Spotted  Fever  seems  quite  confused. 
He  says  (p.  105)  that  the  disease  is  "unknown  in 
Europe,"  and  again  (p.  lOG)  that  "epidemics  of  the 
same  disease  have  appeared  in  Europe  within  differ- 

ent periods."  He  says  also  (p.  105)  that  the  disease 
is  "  not  even  mentioned  in  the  complete  work  of  Dr. 
Wood,"  while  the  fact  is  Dr.  Wood  gives  "  Spotted 
Fever"  as  one  of  the  synonyms  for  Typhus  FevGr,t 
and  under  the  history  of  that  disease  refers  to  the 
game  epidemics  of  Spotted  Fever  in  1807  and  1812-13 
that  Dr.  GEuirARD  does  in  his  paper.  Dr.  Wood 
also  clasces  the  fever  that  appeared  in  Philadelphia 
in  1820-21  as  a  typhus  fever,  which  Dr.  Gerhard 
speaks  of  (p.  110)  as  "  Negro  Fever."  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  "Spotted  Fever"  of  1807-13, 
described  by  Drs.  Galm  p,  North  and  otliers,  escaped 
the  keen,  searching  eye  of  so  learned,  Intelligent  and 
iystematic  a  writer  as  Dr.  Wc>or>  is  known  to  be,  and 
it  is  evident  that  he  regarded  it  as  a  typhus  fever. 

Dr.  Gekhaiii>  has  found  evidences  of  the  Spotted 
Fever  having  prevailed  quite  extensively  of  late, 

•Tran«action«.  of  the  ColW-ge  of  I'hjrHicians  of  Pbiladolphia, pnbllih^d  fn  the  American  Joiirual  of  iLe  Medical  Sc!ence» 
Ut  Jaly,  18<i3. 

t  Wovd  i  I'racllce,  Fifili  Ed.,  p.  304, 

fever.    The  urine  is  perfectly  healthy. 
"  The  degree  of  fever  is  various  ;  the  pulse  is  fre- 

quent, not  very  strong,  and  in  bad  cases  its  force  and 
frequency  often  diminish  ;  the  respiratory  organs  are 
perfectly  healthy.  The  heat  of  the  skin  is  more 
moderate  than  in  most  attacks  of  acute  disease.  In 
some  cases  I  have  remarked  a  peculiar  odor  exhaling 
from  the  patient.  This,  however,  is  not  so  marked 
as  in  many  other  varieties'  of  disease. 

"  Eruption. — In  every  case  of  the  disease  which  1 
have  seen,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  termi- 

nating after  an  attack  of  a  few  hours,  there  occurred 
a  chax-acteristic  eruption.  This  consisted  of  small 
spots,  varying  in  size  from  the  point  of  a  pin  to  the 
breadth  of  a  Ciuarter  of  an  inch.  In  some  patients 
there  were  much  larger  spots,  or  ecchymoses  an  inch 
or  two  in  breadth  ;  these  seemed  to  depend  upon  the 
same  causes  which  produced  the  smaller  ones,  and 
to  be  in  fact  identical  with  them,  so  that  they  might 
be  termed  confluent.  The  eruption,  which  at  lirst 
glance  resembled  a  genuine  exanthema,  was,  on 
careful  inspection,  found  to  be  very  ditferent  from 
it.  •  Each  spot  was  of  a  dull  red  color,  almost  purple 
in  some  cases,  varying  in  shade,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  not  at  all  alfected  by  pressure ;  some  of  the 
lighter  colored  spots  were  to  a  certain  degree  dimin- 

ished when  strongly  compressed,  but  the  darker  ones 
were  evidently  due  to  an  ell'usion  of  blood  in  the midst  of  the  true  skin,  and  were  therefore  not  modi- 
lied  in  any  way  by  external  pressure.  The  spots 
were  not  in  the  slightest  degree  elevated  above  th'j 
surface,  and  were  scattered  pretty  equally  throughout 
the  body,  perhaps  a  little  more  ai)undant  in  the  ex- 

tremities than  the  trunk.  The  spots  appeared  usu- 
ally at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  but  sometimes 

even  sooner,  and  in  some  cases  were  visible  after 
death,  although  not  very  perceptible  during  life. 
This  was  the  case  in  those  instances  which  termi- 

nated soon  after  the  conimenceinent  of  the  attack. 
Jt  may  be  readily  believed  from  these  remarks  that 
the  eruption  was  a  simple  exudation  of  blood  or 

'  eochymosis  taking  place  beneath  the  skin,  and  simi- 
'  lar  in  many  respects  to  the  spots  which  were  some- times visible  in  the -interior  of  the  l)ody.  In  the 
cases  of  many  patients  the  duration  of  the  spots  was 
very  various— they  were  visible  at  least  for  a  week  or 
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is,- 
two,  disappearing  very  slowly,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  dark  color  of  a  bruise.* 

"  The  complexion  in  many  cases  was  peculiar,  of 
a  dull  slightly  sallow  hue,  but  no  trace  of  regular 
jaundice  was  perceived,  nor  did  the  countenance 
present  the  intensely  red  color  so  often  observed  in 
typhus  and  typhoid  fever.  The  eye  was  moderately 
injected  in  some  cases,  but  rather  in  the  veins  than 
the  arteries,  and  of  a  dull  red  hue.  The  injection, 
however,  did  not  seem  to  be  invariably  present.  No 
trace  existed  of  any  glandular  swelling  or  inflamma- 

tion, except  in  one  ease,  in  which  an  eye  rapidly 
passed  into  suppuration  and  was  entirely  destroyed. 

Anatomical  lesions. — In  one  case  in  Manaj'uuk,  a 
patient  of  Dr.  Uhler,  I  was  enabled  to  see  the 
autopsy  of  the  whole  body.  The  brain  was  found  to 
be  congested  with  blood,  the  veins  containing  an 
unusual  quantity  of  it.  At  the  base  of  the  brain  was 

*an  efiusion  of  a  few  ounces  of  serum  ;  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain  contained  a  moderate  quantity  of  serum, 
but  there  was  not  a  trace  of  any  lesion  produced  by 
inflammation. 

"  The  lungs  were  slightly  congested  at  their  poste- 
rior portion,  but  in  other  respects  were  healthy  and 

crepitant.  The  right  cavities  of  the  heart  contained 
a  considerable  quantity  of  black  fluid  blood,  of  a 
remarkably  dark  hue,  with  a  very  small  and  flaccid 
coagulum.  The  left  ventricle  was  perfectly  empty. 
On  the  portion  of  the  pericardium  covering  the  left 
ventricle  were  two  spots  of  a  deep  red  color,  one  of 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  the  other  somewhat 
larger,  dependent  upon  an  efiusion  of  blood  beneath 
the  membrane.  Another  spot,  of  a  rather  larger 
"size,  was  found  beneath  the  serous  membrane  of  the stomach.  All  these  sub-serous  ecchymoses  were  pre- 

cisely similar  to  that  found  in  one  of  the  glands  of 
Peyer,  and  were  evidently  dependent  upon  similar 
blood  efiusions. 

"  The  stomach  contained  but  little  mucus,  irs  in- 
ternal coat  firm  and  healthy,  and  moderately  injected. 

The  small  intestines  healthy  throughout,  except  one 
of  the  glands  of  Peyer,  in  which  there  was  an  ecchy- 
mosis  of  blood  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth  ;  the 
large  intestine  was  healthy.  The  liver  was  of  its 
natural  color  and  healthy. 

"  The  uterus  was  healthy,  with  a  small  coagulum of  blood  attached  to  its  orifice.  Beneath  the  serous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  was  a  dark  red  spot,  of  a 
third  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  similar  to  those  already 
mentioned,  and  evidently  depending  upon  a  local 
effusion  of  blood. 

"  The  anatomical  lesions  thus  confii-med  the  con- 
clusions at  which  I  had  already  arrived,  respecting 

the  pathology  of  the  disease.  That  is,  it  is  strictly  a 
blood  disorder,  unconnected  with  any  structural 
lesion.  The  internal  ecchymoses  of  blood  are  pre- 

cisely similar  to  the  spots  on  the  skin,  and  are  evi- 
dently depending  on  the  same  cause.  This  fact 

establishes  a  wide  distinction  between  them  and 
those  appearing  in  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers,  as 
well  as  the  eruptions  of  the  exanthemata.  Although 
the  proof  of  spotted  fever  being  a  blood  disease  is  to 
my  mind  conclusive,  it  must  not  be  ascribed  to  an 
impoverished  condition  of  this  fluid  from  innutri- 
tious  or  deficient  food,  as  none  of  the  patients  whom 
I  saw  was  in  a  condition  of  actual  poverty,  and  a 
large  majority  of  them  belonged  to  a  class  amply 
supplied  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

"  Duration. — No  disease  has,  in  the  fatal  cases,  a 
much  more  rapid  course.  A  case  terminated  fatally 
in  seven  or  eight  hours  ;  a  number  have  died  in  from 
twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  The  largest  number  in 
the  course  of  the  second  day.    If  the  patient  should 

*  An  eruption  very  similar  to,  if  not  identical  with  that  de- . scribed  here  appears  in  malignant  forms  of  scarlet  fev-r.  bJee 
Wood's  Jfractice,  oth  Ed.,  p.  431. — Ed.  Mkd.  asd  Sukgj.  Re- puaiEE. 

live  after  forty-eight  or  fifty  hours  there  is  a  fair 
chance  of  recovery,  although  fatal  cases  are  met 
with  after  lasting  for  several  days.  In  one  case, 
even,  death  followed  after  the  lapse  of  several  weeks. 
The  duration  of  cases  ending  in  recovery  is  equally 
variable  with  thos  e  that  are  mortal.  Some  are  con- 

valescent after  two  or  three  days  of  indisposition, 
others  last  for  a  week  or  two,  and  in  one  case  at  the 
Falls  of  Schuylkill,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Service,  recov- 

ery was  protracted  for  many  weeks. 
"  Diagnosis. — ^  *  The  diagnosis  of  the 

affection,  when  once  thoroughly  understood,  is  not, 
however,  difiicult,  for  the  same  set  of  symptoms 
occur  in  no  other  disease.  These  are  the  sudden 
occurrence  of  intense  headache  and  spinal  pain,  fol- 

lowed by  the  peculiar  eruption  which  resembles  that 
of  no  other  fever,  but  presents  a  distinct  resemblance 
to  the  ecehymosis  of  scurvy,  and  besides  this,  the 
rapid  development  of  brain  symptoms,  that  is  stu- 

por, more  or  less  severe,  and  in  bad  cases  always 
coma.  No  one  Avho  has  become  once  familiar  with 
this  disease  can  possibly  mistake  it  for  any  other, 
such  as  typhoid  or  typhus  fever,  or  the  various  forms of  exanthema. 

"  A  number  of  my  medical  friends,  of  the  highest 
professional  standing  in  this  city,  have  never  yet 
seen  examples  of  spotted  fever.  Under  these  cir- 

cumstances some  of  them  have  been  led  into  pre- 
cisely the  same  error  of  diagnosis  into  which  I  had 

myself  fallen  with  regard  to  my  first  case  of  this 
disease.  Some  have  fancied  it  was  a  variety  of 
typhoid  fever ;  a  larger  number,  of  typhus  fever  ; 
and  one,  oddly  enough,  of  influenza.  It  requires 
nothing  but  actual  observation  to  entirely  dissipate 
all  such  ideas.  The  disease  belongs  to  the  same 
class  as  other  continued  fevers  or  exanthemata,  but 
is  just  as  distinct  from  tj^phoid  or  typhus  fevers  as 
from  measles  or  small-pox.  The  two  afi"ections  to which  it  has  the  closest  similarity  are  the  petechial 
typhus  fever  and  some  malignant  varieties  of  scar- latina. 

"  The  peculiar  color  and  form  of  the  eruption,  and 
the  development  of  throat  symptoms  in  the  latter 
afiection,  added  to  the  other  characters  of  the  dis- 

ease, will  point  out  sufiiciently  the  pathognomonic 
symptoms  of  scarlet  fever.  There  remains,  then, 
merely  the  diagnosis  between  spotted  fever  and  cer- 

tain varieties  of  typhus  ;  for  I  take  it  as  demon- 
strated that  no  one  could  possibly  confound  two  dis- 

eases so  perfectly  distinct  as  spotted  and  typhoid 
fever. 
"Between  typhus  and  spotted  fever,  however, 

there  are  some  points  of  resemblance  ;  both  these 
diseases  attack  subjects  of  any  age,  are  nearly 
equally  free  from  pathological  lesions,  and  are  each 
attended  by  a  peculiar  eruption.  Still  there  are  well 
marked  diagnostic  characters  which  mark  a  broad 
distinction  between  these  diseases.  These  are  as 
follows :  in  spotted  fever  the  disease  is  very  rapid  in 
its  course,  with  delirium,  but  rarely  of  an  active 
kind  ;  an  eruption  wholly  different  from  that  of 
typhus ;  less  heat  of  skin,  which  is  never  of  the 
burning  temperature  of  typhus,  and  with  none  of 
the  peculiar  odor  of  this  disease.  Typhus  offers  a 
true  exanthematic  eruption  ;  but  I  have  already  de- 

scribed that  of  spotted  fever  to  be  rather  a  scorbutic 
hemorrhage  than  a  real  exanthema.  Besides,  the 
duration  of  typhus  fever  is  nearly  as  regular  and  as 
long  as  typhoid  ;  whereas  in  spotted  fever  the  course 
of  the  disease  is  irregular,  and  generally  much 
shorter.  The  fearful  difl'erence  in  the  mortality  of the  two  disorders  and  the  ttnequivocally  contagious 
character  of  typhus  fever,  with  the  slight  probabil- 

ity of  the  existence  of  any  symptom  of  the  same 
kind  in  spotted  fever,  are  also  additional  points  of 
diagnosis. 

"In  the  year  1836  I  was  first  led  to  study  the  diag- 
nostic characters  of  typhus  and  to  lay  down  the  dis- 

tinctive characters  separating  it  from  typhoid  fevers. 
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(Amer.  Journal,  1837.)  These  are  now  adopted  by 
all  the  physicians  of  the  French  school,  and  by  a 
larije  number  of  Ensrlish  observers.  I  could  not, 
therefore,  help  reirarding-  it  a  most  fortunate  circum- stance that  accident  had  afforded  me  an  occasion  for 
establisliing  the  characters  of  another  variety  of 
febrile  disorder  which,  althous2:h  not  so  common  as 
either  typhus  or  typhoid  fever,  is  yet  more  fatal  in 
its  symptoms  and  course.  These  thre^  varieties  of 
fever  I  reirard  as  more  distinct  than  many  cases  of 
intermittent  and  remittent  ;  and  although  occasion- 

ally the  distinctive  characters  maybe  somewhat  con- 
fused one  with  another,  yet  on  the  whole  they  are  so 

■well  delined  that  no  legitimate  excuse  can  exist  for 
confounding  them  one  with  another.  The  diagnosis 
of  the  spotted  fever  is,  however,  much  better  defined 
than  that  of  typhus  and  typhoid  is  in  all  cases,  for 
sometimes  these  approach  so  nearly  in  their  symp-  i 
toms  as  to  render  the  diagnosis  of  them  very  diffi- 

cult. In  spotted  fever  no  one  with  but  a  moderate 
power  of  observation  could  possibly  confound  it 
with  the  other  affections  ;  although  some  medical 
gentlemen  of  high  professional  standing  have  sup- 

posed it  to  be  identical  with  them.  The  only  thing 
which  makes  their  opinion  valueless  is  that  they  have 
never  seen  a  case  of  spotted  fever. 

"  Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  the  disease  is  soon 
learned.  If  the  cerebrospinal  symptoms  are  but 
moderate,  and  the  fever  not  very  intense,  the  patient 
will  certainly  recover  unless  badly  treated.  The 
prognosis  is  always,  however,  a  most  serious  one. 
At  its  first  appearance  as  an  epidemic  it  is  exceed- 

ingly fatal.  In  different  localities  from  one-half  to 
two-thirds  of  those  attacked  have  fallen  victims  ;  in 
one  locality  I  have  been  told  the  mortality  was  even 
greater,  nearly  all  attacked  having  died.  When  a 
proper  system  of  treatment  is  adopted,  a  favorable 
prognosis  may  often  be  made.  If,  however,  the 
poisonous  cause  of  the  disease  acts  with  great  energy, 
rendering  the  patient  comatose  within  a  few  hours, 
the  prognosis  is  very  serious  if  not  necessarily  fatal. 

"  Treatment. — *  *      The  most  important 
remedies,  however,  are  stimulants — whisky,  brandy, 
and  the  like,  and  quinine  given  in  doses  of  a  grain 
every  hour.  Sometimes  as  much  as  two  grains  every 
hour  may  be  administered  for  a  short  time.  The 
quantity  of  brandy  used  is  sometimes  very  large — at 
least  a  tablespoon ful  every  two  hours,  or  even  every 
hour.  In  others  a  much  less  dose  will  be  ample  ; 
that  is,  the  same  rule  should  be  observed  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  as  in  many  cases  of  typhus 
fever  ;  stimulants  should  be  given  in  such  quantities 
as  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  the  individual  case  and 
the  special  condition  of  tlie  patient  may  require.  It 
is,  of  course,  impossible  to  fix  any  precise  quantity 
as  the  dose  which  is  required  ;  but  a  certain  propor- tion of  wine  or  some  alcoholic  stimulant  has  been 
necessary  in  every  case  which  I  have  seen.  Other 
Btimulantfi  are  doubtless  often  of  service,  such  as 
ammonia,  ginger,  &c.,  but  as  none  of  them  is  equal 
to  some  alcoholic  preparation,  they  are  of  compara- 

tively little  value  in  so  rapid  a  disease  as  spotted 
fever. 

'*  Tlie  necessity  for  stimulation  is  Ijased  upon  the 
rapid  loss  of  force  wliiclj  takes  place  in  this  disease. 
To  HO  great  a  degree  docs  tliis  exist  that  I  have  not 
Been  trood  efTects  from  cv(!n  local  abstraction  of  blood 
which  was  presfTibed  in  a  few  cases  by  pliysicians 
who  had  been  in  attendance  on  several  of  tiie  pa- 

tients. This  view  of  th(;  effect  of  bloodletting  is 
contirmed  also  l>y  the  patiiology  of  tlie  disease.  It 
Jb  n(»t  an  inflammatory  disorder,  t)Ut  obviously  de- 

pends on  an  altered  cfjndilion  of  the  blof;d,  which 
cannot  l>e  cured  by  dirniniKliing  its  quantity,  but  on 
the  contrary  the  true  treatment  of  the  affection  de- 

pends upon  the  curative  cflbrts  of  the  system,  which 

is  to  be  supported  instead  of  enfeebled  during  the 
process.  ******** 

"  If  vomiting  does  not  occur  spontaneously,  it  is 
well  to  bring  it  about  by  a  draught  of  warm  water  or 
a  mild  dose  of  ipecacuanha.  The  reason  for  this 
treatment  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  natural 
emesis  should  be  regarded  as  a  spontaneous  mode  of 
relief,  or  perhaps  it  maybe  caused  by  the  necessity 
felt  by  the  stomach  to  free  itself  of  a  quantity  of 
matter  which  it  cannot  digest.  This  necessity  is 
much  more  obvious  in  this  disease  than  in  most 
other  affections,  from  the  suddenness  of  the  attack, 
which  often  strikes  individuals  in  perfect  health, 
without  being  preceded  by  the  usual  prodromes  of disease. 

"  Purgatives  should  not  be  trusted  to ;  they  would 
much  annoy  and  enfeeble  the  patient  without  doing 
good.  An  enema  may  be  given  at  the  commence- 

ment and  a  light  laxative  soon  afterwards  ;  but  this 
is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  the  bowels, 
not  for  having  any  special  action  on  the  disease. 
The  food  should,  of  course,  be  at  first  limited  to 
diluent  drinks  ;  but  if  the  disease  last  over  a  day  or 
two  I  would  give  the  patient  essence  of  beef  or  some 
equally  nutritious  substance. 

"  It  is  thus  perfectly  plain  that  the  mode  of  treat- ment is  based  entirely  upon  a  conviction  that  the 
important  indications  are  to  keep  up  the  strength  of 
the  patient,  and  to  combat,  as  far  as  possible,  local 
symptoms  until  the  poison  causing  the  disorder 
should  be  eliminated  from  the  body.  It  is  worse 
than  useless  to  diminish  the  strength  of  the  patient, 
for  upon  this  we  depend  to  carry  him  safely  through 
the  disease.  This  mode  of  treatment,  I  may  state, 
has  been  generally  followed  by  physicians  who  at 
first  had  been  much  less  successful  with  the  ordinary 
remedies  used  in  the  management  of  many  acute 

disorders." Dr.  Lamb  gave  the  history  of  several  cases  that 
came  under  his  observation  in  Frankford.  He  says  : 

"In  describing  the  anomalous  disease  which  has 
recently  given  so  much  alarm  in  some  of  our  subur- 

ban villages,  it  may  be  very  proper  to  describe  the 
general  aspect  or  physiognomy  of  the  patient,  which 
is  so  remarkable,  that  when  once  seen,  similar  eases 
cannot  be  easily  mistaken.  It  would  be  very  diffi- 

cult to  describe  the  anxiety  and  intense  suffering  ex- 
hibited in  the  countenance  of  the  patient.  The  jac- 

titation is  incessant,  and  the  suffering  without  inter- 
mission. I  will  endeavor  to  describe  some  of  the 

most  striking  cases  as  they  were  presented  to  my 
observation.  *  *  In  the  few  cases  which  have 
come  under  my  care,  I  have  seen  no  decided  response 
to  any  remedial  agent  where  the  head  was  the  chief 

point  of  attack." 

A  Singular  Spectacle  in  Battle. 
At  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  while  the  men 

were  lying  behind  a  crest  waiting,  a  brace  of  fran- 
tic wild  turkeys,  so  paralyzed  with  fright  that  they 

were  incapable  of  flying,  ran  between  the  lines  and 
endeavored  to  hide  among  the  men.  But  the  frenzy 
among  the  turkeys  was  not  so  touching  as  the  ex- 
(juisite  fright  of  the  birds  and  rabbits.  When  the 

;  roar  of  battle  rushed  through  the  cedar  thickets, 
flocks  of  little  birds  fluttered  and  circled  above  the 
field  in  a  state  of  utter  ])ewilderment,  and  scores  of 
rabbits  fled  for  protection  to  our  men  lying  down  in 
line  on  the  left,  nestling  und(!r  their  coats  and  creep- 

ing under  their  legs  in  a  state  of  utter  distraction. 
Tli(!y  hopped  over  the  fleld  like  toads,  and  as  per- 

fectly tamed  by  fright  as  household  pets.  Many 
officers  witnessed  it,  remarking  it  as  one  of  the  most 
curious  spectacles  ever  seen  upon  a  battle-field. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPOETER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  JULY  25,  1863. 

"WOUNDED  HEROES, 
And  how  they  are  cared  for. 

The  testimony  is  -universal,  that  those  who 
fought  at  Grettysburg,  in  this  State,  in  the  early 
days  of  this  month,  were  heroes.  They  exhibited 
a  valor  and  steadiness  that  will  make  that  battle 

memorable  in  all  time.  The  battle  was  bravely 

fought  on  both  sides.  The  insurgent  troops 
fought  with  desperation,  but  without  avail,  and 
were  compelled  to  leave  most  of  their  wounded 
in  the  hands  of  the  National  troops.  As  the 
result  of  such  fighting,  continuing  over  three 
days,  the  number  of  casualties  was  very  great. 
The  estimated  number  of  wounded  on  the  field 

on  Monday  the  6th,  was  20,000,  of  whom  about 
12,000  were  National,  and  8,000  were  insurgent 
troops.  Besides  these,  the  Richmond  papers 
report  the  arrival  of  six  to  eight  thousand 

wounded,  removed  from  the  battle-field  by  Gen. 
Lee.  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  desperate 
character  of  the  contest. 

The  immediate  wants  of  the  wounded  soldier 

are  Attendants  and  Supplies.  Our  own  theory 
is,  that  Government  should  supply  all  the  wants 

of  the  soldier  in  these  circumstances,  they  being 
the  legitimate  result  of  his  original  enlistment  in 
the  service.  But,  for  reasons  of  which  we  are 

ignorant — wise  ones  though,  we  doubt  not — the 
wants  of  the  wounded  soldier  are  very  inade- 

quately supplied  by  Government.  This  is  the 
testimony,  we  believe,  of  every  one  who  visits  the 

battle-field,  and  it  is  admitted  by  the  acceptance 
and  official  acknowledgment  of  volunteer  services 
in  the  care  of  the  wounded,  and  of  immense  stores 

of  supplies,  the  voluntary  contribution  of  private 

benevolence  and  patriotic  feeling,  but  for  which, 
it  is  universally  conceded,  the  wounded  would 

suffer  greatly. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Ambulance  Corps,  or  of  a 
detail  of  soldiers  from  the  ranks,  to  bear  the 

wounded  from  the  battle-field  to  a  place  pre- 
viously selected,  and  protected  by  a  hospital 

flag,  where  his  immediate  physical  wants  are 

attended  to.    Much  was  said  in  the  early  part  of 

the  war  about  the  establishment  of  an  inde- 

pendent Ambulance  Corps,  and  if  we  remember 

rightly,  Congress  passed  a  law  on  the  subject. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  reason- 
able expectations  of  the  country  in  this  regard 

have  been  met  in  the  manner  originally  pro- 
posed. The  testimony  that  we  have  would  go 

to  show,  that  the  wounded  in  the  late  battles 
were  mostly  removed  by  details  of  soldiers  for 

the  purpose— thereby  weakening,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  disorganizing  the  army — or,  they 

were  left  to  suffer,  and  often  to  die  where  they 
fell.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  duty  the  country  owes 
the  soldier,  to  have  him  removed  to  a  hospital, 

by  some  means,  immediately  after  he  is  wounded. 

Then  begins  the  attendance  to  his  physical 

necessities.  The  wounded  man's  first  want  is 
water,  a  liberal  supply  of  which  should  be  pro- 

vided as  soon  as  a  battle  begins.  Surgical  aid  is 
wanted  at  once,  and  in  battles  like  that  we  have 
been  commenting  on,  where  the  wounded  are 
numbered  by  thousands,  the  ordinary  quota  of 

Surgeons  in  an  army  is  insufficient  to  meet  the 
demand.  On  several  occasions  the  deficiency  has 

been  made  up  by  calling  in  volunteer  Surgeons, 
without  any  system  or  order,  and  they  have 
rushed  by  hundreds  to  Washington,  at  a  heavy 
sacrifice  of  time  and  money,  to  be  snubbed,  and 

their  services  refused  after  they  arrived,  in  re- 
sponse to  an  earnest  call.  It  was  then  proposed 

that  the  Surgeon-General  should  select  a  few  pro- 
minent civil  Surgeons  in  different  parts  of  the 

country,  who  should  be  called  upon  to  report 
themselves  with  a  definite  number  of  volunteer 

Surgeons  each,  in  the  emergency  of  a  great  battle, 
at  whatever  point  might  be  designated  by  the 

Surgeon-General.  But  nothing  seems  to  have 
been  done,  and  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  con- 

tests of  the  war  has  again  occurred  without  ade- 
quate provision  having  been  made  for  the  care  of 

the  wounded.  Offers  of  volunteer  surgical  aid 

were  declined,  on  the  ground  that  the  arrange- 
ments were  ample,  which  there  is  abundant  tes- 

timony to  show  was  not  the  case.  It  is  certainly 

perpetrating  a  great  wrong  against  our  soldiers 
to  have  them  suffer  on  the  battle-field  for  lack  of 

surgical  attention,  when  a  very  little  forethought 
and  management  would  promptly  secure  for  them 
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the  country.  Our  own  troops  suflfered  during 
and  immediately  after  the  late  battles  for  vrant 
of  surgical  attention,  but  their  sufferings  were 
light  compared  to  those  of  the  thousands  of 
wounded  rebel  soldiers  who  were  left  on  the  field 

hy  Lee's  retreating  armj,  with  scarcely  any  pro- 
vision made  for  them — no  medical  stores  of  any 

kind,  and  but  about  half  a  dozen  surgeons  to 

attend  them.  Says  one  who  was  on  the  battle- 
field:* 

''The  splendid  victory  of  our  troops  made  every 
available  soldier  necessary  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
dying,  but  not  routed  or  demoralized,  and  still 
dangerous  foe.  Only  one-third  of  the  Surgeons, 
ambulances  and  wagons  could  be  left  from  each 
corps  in  care  of  our  wounded,  and  no  detail  of  well 
men  to  nurse  them.  Add  6,000  rebel  wounded, 
deserted  by  all  but  five  of  their  own  Surgeons,  and 
one  can  see  the  inevitable  misery  of  ti  e  situation. 

"There  was  most  inadequate  supplies  of  coarse 
food,  and  none  of  suitable  and  delicate  food  within 
the  reach  of  the  hospitals.  Beef  and  hard  tack 
were  the  only  things  in  tolerable  abundance. 
Transportation  for  the  wounded  from  worse  to 
better  quarters,  and  of  supplies,  was  necessarily 
very  scarce,  and  was  a  chief  source  of  distress. 
The  roads  were  thronged  with  wounded  men,  here 
on  canes  and  there  on  crutches,  not  seldom  with 
amputated  arms,  and  heads  still  bleeding,  making 
their  way  on  foot  from  the  corps  hospitals  two 
three,  and  four  miles,  to  the  depot.  At  the  hos- 

pitals themselves  at  first,  the  spectacle  was  in- 
tensely wretched.  Men  with  both  legs  shot  off — 

shot  in  the  eye,  the  mouth,  both  hands  gone,  or 
one  arm  lost,  were  laying  in  rows  that  seemed 
pitiable  and  in  wonderful  patience,  fortitude  and 
I>atriotic  pride,  facing  their  sufferings.  The  rebels, 
as  was  just,  liad  to  wait  their  turn  for  having 
tlieir  wounds  dressed,  or  their  limbs  amputated 
till  the  Union  men  had  been  cared  for ;  then  they 
were  treated  with  equal  kindness  and  attention. 
Many,  after  six  days,  were  looking  forward  as  to 
an  unspeakable  blessing,  for  the  amputation  of 
their  shattered  limbs." 
The  next  wants  of  the  wounded  soldier  are 

stimulants,  cordials,  proper  food,  and  clothing. 

The  first  supply  of  these  was  brought  by  the  Sani- 

tary Commission,  Adams'  Express  Company,  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  by  the  people  living  in 
the  neighV>orhood.  Unfortunately,  a  four  horse 
team  of  supplies  that  had  been  sent  forward  by 

R«T  Dr.  BtLLows,  Prcnident  U.  S.  Sanitary  CommioaSon. 

the  Sanitary  Commission,  in  anticipation  of  a  bat- 
tle to  be  in  readiness,  was  captured  by  the  rebels, 

and  caused  soine  delay  in  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  wounded,  and  it  was  not  until  six  days  after 
the  battles  commenced  that  adequate  supplies 
arrived  on  the  ground. 

The  following  statement  of  the  labors  of  the 

Sanitary  Commission,  taken  from  a  note  pub- 
lished by  Rev.  Dr.  Bellows,  the  President  of  the 

Commission,  will  serve  to  give  some  idea  of  what 

was  accomplished  by  the  agencies  referred  to 
above.    Dr.  Bellows  says  ; 

"In  addition  to  its  very  large  distributions  to  the 
hospitals,  the  Commission  has  a  relief  station  at 
Gettysburg,  at  which  about  one  thousand  wounded 
men  daily  obtain  special  personal  assistance  of  va^ 
rious  kinds,  and  at  which  proper  sustenance  is 
provided  for  all  patients  leaving  by  the  railroad. 
Fifteen  persons,  with  special  supplies  for  the  pur- 

pose, are  employed  by  the  Commission  to  take 
care  of  the  wounded  while  on  the  cars  between 
Gettysburg  and  Baltimore.  Two  or  more  rail 
cars  are  sent  daily  with  supplies  from  Baltimore  to 
Gettysburg,  and  at  least  one  is  daily  sent  with 
supplies  for  the  hospitals  at  Washington.  The 
Commission  has  sent  from  Baltimore  to  Gettys- 

I  burg  since  the  battle  over  20,000  pounds  of  fresh 
bread,  20,000  pounds  of  fresh  mutton  and  poul- 

try, 10,000  pounds  of  condensed  beef  soup,  9,000 
pounds  o^  condensed  milk,  5,000  pounds  of  fresh 
butter,  10,000  dozen  of  fresh  eggs,  five  tons  of 
fresh  vegetables,  4,000  pounds  of  sweet  chocolate, 
4,000  pairs  of  shoes  and  slippers,  one  ton  of  tama- 

rinds, 300  hundred  boxes  lemons  and  oranges. 
Of  jellies,  farinaceous  food,  wines,  spirits,  cordials, 
sponges,  towels,  lint  bandages,  socks  and  hospital 
clothing — many  car-loads." 

Again,  Dr.  Bellows  says : 

"The  terrible  destitution  of  many  of  the  rebels 
will  not  bear  description.  It  was  too  horrible  for 
recital.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  unwearied  labors 
of  the  people  of  Gettysburg  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  particularly  York,  the  sufferings  of  these 
wounded  men  must,  in  thousands  of  cases,  liave 
ended  in  early  death.  The  farmers  and  townfolk 
sent  large  supplies  to  the  Christian  Commission,  in 
addition  to  their  own  copious  stores,  which,  by  the 
aid  and  force  of  two  hundred  volunteers,  chielly 
ministers,  were  rapidly  and  efficiently  distributed. 
Some  thousands  of  tired  and  hungry  soldiers  were 
fed  at  their  saloons  of  refreshments.  The  wounded 
men  had  letters  written  for  them  home,  and  re- 

ceived religious  counsel  and  support  to  a  most 
gratifying  extent.  I  desire  to  give  the  strongest 
expression  to  my  own  sense  of  the  enterprize,  zeal. 
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and  blessedness  of  the  labors  of  this  sister  institu- 
tion on  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg." 

The  services  thus  rendered,  particular  by  the 

Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions,  were  hand- 
somely acknowledged  by  Surgeon-General  Ham- 

mond in  notes  to  Rev.  Dr.  Bellows  and  George  H. 

Stuart,  Esq.,  the  Presidents.  The  soldiers  and 

the  country  are  under  lasting  obligations  to  these 
commissions  for  their  labor  of  love  in  the  army, 
but  we  cannot  see  that  this  relieves  the  Govern- 

ment from  an  iota  of  its  responsibility  to  the 
wounded  soldier. 

While  these  organizations  are  thus  engaged  in 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  wounded  and  sick 

soldier,  they  should  be  sustained  by  liberal  contri- 
butions of  money  and  supplies. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Surgeons  Wanted. 

It  is  stated  that  Surgeons  are  wanted  for  the 
United  States  Navy.  Those  wishing  to  enter  this 
service  must  make  application  by  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  will  give  them  what- 

ever information  they  need.  The  Navy  of  the 
United  States  is  rapidly  growing  in  importance, 
and  the  service  is  honorable,  and  free  from  many 
of  the  objections  attendant  on  the  army  service. 

"Eminent  Members  of  the  Profession." 
We  would  inform  a  correspondent  on  another 

page,  and  other  inquirers,  that  all  the  "eminent 
members  of  the  profession"  would  seem,  accord- 

ing to  the  opinion  of  the  Surgeon-General,  to  be  in 
the  army.  He  issued  a  circular  of  inquiry,  ad- 

dressed to  "eminent  members  of  the  profession," 
which  was  speedily  followed  by  an  explanatory 
note  from  Assistant  Surgeon-General  Smith,  say- 

ing that  the  circular  was  only  to  be  sent  to  surgeons 
in  the  army,  and  the  Surgeon-General's  organ  says 
it  is  all  right  that  it  should  be  so.  An  additional 
officer  would  seem  to  be  needed  at  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office  to  "explain"  his  orders. 

Appointment. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  our  intelligent  young 
friend,  Mr.  Herman  Bauer,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
has  received  the  appointment  of  Medical  Cadet, 
U.  S.  A.  Mr.  Bauer  has  been  ordered  to  the 
University  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  and  has  already 
entered  on  his  duties. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

MALIGNANT  SCARLATINA: 
Spotted  Fever. 

Gordon,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  ") juh  18, 1863.  ; 

Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — There  is  a 
great  deal  of  anxiety  manifested  at  the  present  time 
about  a  certain  new  disease  as  it  is  considered  by 
some,  which  has  received  the  appellation  of  Spotted 
Fever.  It  is  probable  if  this  disease  were  traced  from 
its  milder  forms  to  the  more  severe,  some  safe  clue 
would  be  obtained  to  its  correct  classification. 

We  have  had  prevailing  in  this  neighborhood,  for 
some  time,  a  milder  affection,  which  appears  to  me 
allied  to  this  more  serious  malad5^  Its  ordinary 
symptoms  were  those  of  infantile  remittent,  but  it 
presented  tliie  anomalies  of  sore  throat,  elevation  of 
papillae  of  tongue,  and  at  the  close  a  paralytic  con- 

dition of  the  hemix^legic  order. 
Retaining  these  symptoms  still,  suddenly  I  per- 

ceived in  the  more  aggravated  type,  this  affection 
manifesting  an  exanthematous  erui3tion,  a  rash  re- 
sembliug  that  of  scarlet  fever.  The  red  points  of  this 
eruption  gradually  became  blended  into  one,  over 
spaces  of  an  inch  or  more,  and  became  purple  in 
color  and  plainly  hemorrhagic  in  character. 

The  scarlatinal  rash  did  not  gradiially  fade  as  it 
would  in  the  ordinary  disease,  or  recede  as  it  does  in 
the  severer  forms,  nor  did  this  purple  discoloration 
manifest  itself  in  the  beginning  as  it  more  generally 
does  in  the  fatal  cases  of  this  fever.  The  inflamma- 

tion did  not  extend  to  the  nares  ;  rather  the  lids  of 
the  eyes  were  affected  ;  no  coryza  or  discharge  from 
nostrils  or  eyes.  In  addition,  there  was  still  present 
the  perplexing  paralytic  condition  of  right  side,  and 
the  head  was  temporarily  thrown  back,  as  a  writer  in 
your  journal  describes. 

Such  was  the  disease  in  its  graver  form,  which 
with  me  proved  fatal.  I  assumed  it  to  be  a  case  of 
malignant  scarlet  fever,  and  accounted  for  the  hem- 

iplegia by  supposing  it  of  a  rheumatic  nature ;  this 
latter  supposition  not  precluding  the  diagnosis  of 
scarlatina. 

A  subsequent  case  seen  this  morning  and  present- 
ing the  complication  just  referred  to,  in  the  acme  of 

the  disease,  by  the  transmutation  which  this  compli- 
cation underwent  after  it  was  first  seen,  has  convinced 

me  that  this  apparent  paralysis  is  simply  rheumatic. 
I  find  it  diffused  in  a  mere  soreness  over  the  whole 
body,  and  described  to  me  as  simply  a  soreness 
making  the  patient  very  sensitive  to  every  kind  of 
muscular  movement. 

I  prescribed  hypo-phosiDhite  of  soda  in  ten-grain 
doses  every  three  hours. 

Looking  at  the  last  number  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal oftlie  Medical  Sciences  published  in  your  city,  you 

will  find  one  of  the  writers,  in  a  discussion  upon  this 
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simply  an  exanthera  of  the  ordinary  scarlatinal  de- 

scription. This  point  is  very  important.  Hereby  is 
shewn  plainly  the  scarlatinal  progression  or  outset 
and  development  into  more  serious  malady,  now 
making  the  impression  upon  the  profession  of  the 
invasion  of  a  new  disease. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  sketch  given  above  pre- 
sents characteristics  of  their  diseases  generally  con- 

sidered distinct,  viz. :  Erysipelas,  Diphtheria,  and 
Scarlatina. 
At  one  time,  or  in  one  form,  the  erysipelatous 

character  predominates,  in  another  the  diphtheritic, 
and  in  the  graver  type  of  the  malady,  the  scarlatinal. 

This  latter  in  some  cases  being  so  anomalous  as  to 
impress  the  physician  with  the  apprehension  that  he 
had  to  deal  with  a  new  disease. 

In  this  last  case  probably,  in  consequence  of  the 
complications  referred  to,  the  usual  treatment  of 
scarlatina  is  inefficacious. 

It  must  be  distinctly  remembered  that  there  is  no 
tumefaction  of  tissues  affected  with  the  eruption  in 
any  case,  nor  any  tenseness  to  the  touch. 

That  the  several  types  or  forms  of  diseases  are 
one  will  be  apparent  from  the  manifest  and  easy 
transition  observable. 

The  fusion  of  distinct  diseases  is  no  new  thing,  but 
to  get  at  the  malady  which  forms  the  real  or  more 
substantial  ground  work  of  the  indisposition  is  no 
easy  task — Hie  labor  est. 

It  will  be  found,  I  think,  upon  a  closer  scrutiny  of 
this  "  new  disease," — so  called,  to  wit. :  spotted 
fever, — when  gradually  traced  that  it  is  a  simple 
scarlatina  maligna  in  its  character,  and  rendered 
anomalous  by  the  complications  referred  to. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  tell  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
the  vaunted  scarlet  fever  remedy,  sesqui  carb.  ammo- 

nia, entirely  failed  to  influence  the  progress  of  the 
graver  cases. 

Henry  Oliver,  M.  D. 

P.  S. — Quinia  rather  aggravates  than  relieves  the 
disease,  increases  delirium,  produces  spasms,  accele- 

rates coma.  Turpentine  I  have  not  tried,  nor  any  of 
the  mineral  acids.  Purgation,  of  course,  is  excluded 
by  early  prostration. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 

New  irampsbire  — Drs.  O.  H.  Bradley,  JalTrcy  ; 
JoifN  Cloi  oh,  Lef)anon. 
Vermont — Dr.  Ham'l  P.  DANFORxn,  lloyalton. 
Massacbufectts— Dr.  James  M.  UNDEJtwooD,  Abiiig- ton. 
New  York— Drs.  Wm.  II.  Johnson,  Johnstown  ; 

O.  Otis,  Kllenvillc. 
Michi^ran— Dr.  Louis  W.  Fahquelle,  St.  Johns. 
Indiana— Dr.  S.  W.  Vance,  Conncrsville. 
West  Virginia — Dr.  Jo.sici'ii  II.  IIofe,  Point  Plea- sant. 

Discharges  from  the  Array. 
It  is  stated  tliat  the  returns  in  the  Medical  Direc- 

tor's ofBce  shew  that  biucc  the  war  commenced 

135,000  soldiers  have  been  discharged  from  the  army 
on  surgeons'  certificates.  This  does  not,  of  course, 
include  any  one  whose  time  was  out,  but  comprises 
those  whose  health  and  physical  inability  to  be  a 
soldier  prevented  them  from  being  of  service  in  the 
army. — Army  and  jS^avy  Gazette. 

Changes. 

Surgeon  Horace  R.  "Wirtz  has  been  assigned  to the  Medical  Department  of  the  South,  and  ordered 
to  relieve  Surgeon  C.  H.  Crane. 

Army  Hospitals  in  Philadelphia. 
During  the  week  ending  July  18,  2,042  soldiers 

were  admitted  into  the  hospitals  of  this  department ; 
232  were  returned  to  duty,  17  were  discharged,  14 
died,  and  94  were  mustered  out  of  the  service.  The 
number  remaining  is  10,881,  distributed  as  follows  : 

West  Philadelphia  3930 
Chestnut  Hill  2851 
Nicetown  1117 
Broad  and  Cherry   693 
Summit  House   665 
Filbert  Street  Convalescent   430 
Turner's  Lane   293 
South  Street   264 
Christian  Street   213 
Chester   183 
Sixty-fifth  and  Vine   119 
Broad  and  Prime   65 
Camae's  Woods,  (Officers)   50 
Islington  Lane   8 

Origin  and  Age  of  Man. 
An  ethnological  controversy  has  been  going  on  for 

some  time  among  the  savans  of  Europe.  Some  of 
the  discussions  have  been  carried  on  with  considera- 

ble warmth,  and  sometimes  not  very  creditably  to 
the  temper  of  the  disputants.  The  following  bur- 

lesque copied  from  the  London  Times,  we  find  in  the 
Dublin  Medical  Press.  Our  readers  will  recognize  the 
names  of  prominent  ethnologists  and  palaouftolo- 

gists  : A  Sad  Case — Mansioti  House — April  23,  1863 — {Before the  Lord  Mayor. ) 

T.  H.  Huxley,  well  known  about  the  town  in  con- 
nexion with  monkeys,  and  Richard  Owen,  in  the  old 

bone  and  bird-stuffing  line,  were  charged  by  police- 
man X.  with  causing  a  disturbance  in  the  streets. 

The  prisoners  exchanged  glances  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  it  was  thought  prudent  to  keep  them  sepa- rated in  the  dock. 

Policeman  X.,  being  sworn,  stated  as  follows  : — 
My  attention  was  called  to  the  prisoners  by  a  crowd 
of  persons,  who  seemed  mucli  excited— they  appeared 
to  take  sides,  and  some  were  for  Owen  and  some  for 
Huxley.  On  coming  near  I  saw  Huxley  snapping  his 
fingers  at  Owen,  and  tilling  him  he  was  only  a  little 
better  than  an  ape  ;  he  seemed  dreadful  dngry,  and 
would  have  done  Owen  some  bodily  harm  if  I  had 
not  been  near.  He  told  Owen  he  had  quite  as  much 
l)rains  as  he  had,  and  he  called  liim  some  awful 
names.    Must  I  repeat  the  bad  words  your  worship  ? 

Lord  Mayor — Certainly.  You  must  state  what  he 
said. 

Policeman  X.— Well,  your  worship,  Huxley  called 
Owen  a  lying  Orthognathus  Brachycephalie  Bimau- 
0U8  PitbccuH  ;  and  Owen  told  liim  he  was  nothing 
else  but  a  tliorough  Ar(hencei)lialic  Primate. 

Lord  Mayor — Are  you  sure  you  heard  this  awful 
language  ? 

Poli(;eman  X. — Yes,  your  worship,  and  some  more 
I  could  not  exactly  understand. 

Lord  Mayor— Did  you  see  any  violence  used? 
Policeman  X. — Yes,  your  worshii).    Huxley  had 
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got  a  beast  of  a  monkey,  and  he  tried  to  make  it 
tread  on  Owen's  heels— and  said  'twas  his  grand- 

father—and like  him — and  just  the  same  breed  and 
all  that ;  and  some  gentlemen  cheered  and  said 

Bravo." 
Lord  Mayor— Did  you  see  the  man  Huxley  actually 

put  the  monkey  on  the  other  prisoner — was  there  no interval  between  them  ? 
Policeman  X,— He  put  the  beast  so  near  as  ever  he 

could  ;  he  tried  to  make  him  go  quite  close  but  he 
could  not,  and  he  kept  singing  out,  "  Look  at  'em, 
a'nt  they  like  as  peas  ?" 

Lord  Mayor— Did  Owen  appear  much  annoyed  by 
this  outrage  1 

Policeman  X.— He  behaved  uncommon  plucky, 
though  his  heart  seemed  broke.  He  tried  to  give 
Huxley  as  good  as  he  gave,  but  he  could  not,  and  some 
people  cried  "  Shame,"  and  "  He's  had  enough,"  and 
80  on.  Never  saw  a  man  so  mauled  before.  'Twas 
the  monkey  that  worritted  him,  and  Huxley's  crying 
out,  "  There  they  are — bone  for  bone,  tooth  for  tooth, 
foot  for  foot,  and  their  brains  one  as  good  as 
t'other." 

Lord  Mayor— That  was  certainly  a  great  insult. 
Huxley— So  they  are,  my  lord,  1  can  show  Here  a  scene  of  indescribable  confusion  occurred. 

Owen  loudly  contradicted  Huxley  ;  the  lie  was  given 
from  one  to  the  other  ;  each  tried  to  talk  the  other 
down  ;  the  order,  "  Silence  !"  was  unheeded  ;  and  for 
a  time  nothing  could  be  heard  but  intemperate  lan- 

guage, mingled  with  shouts  of  "  Posterior  Cornu," 
"Hippocampus,"  "Third  Lobe,"  &c.  &c.  When 
order  was  restored,  the  Lord  Mayor  stated  that,  in  all 
his  experience,  he  had  never  witnessed  such  virulent 
animosity  among  costermongers. 

The  Lord  Mayor  here  asked  whether  either  party 
were  known  to  the  police. 

Policeman  X, — Huxley,  your  worship,  I  take  to  be 
a  young  hand,  but  very  vicious  ;  but  Owen  I  have 
seen  before.  He  got  into  trouble  with  an  old  bone 
man,  called  Mantell,  who  never  could  be  off  com- 

plaining as  Owen  prigged  his  bones.  People  did  say 
that  the  old  man  never  got  over  it,  and  Owen  worrit- 

ted him  to  death  ;  but  I  don't  think  it  was  so  bad  as that.  Hears  as  Owen  takes  the  chair  at  a  crib  in 
Bloomsbury.  I  don't  think  it  be  a  harmonic  meeting 
altogether.    And  Huxley  hangs  out  in  Jermyn  street. 

Lord  Mayor — Do  you  know  any  of  their  associ- ates ? 
Policeman  X. — I  have  heard  that  Hooker,  who 

travels  in  the  green  and  vegetable  line,  pats  Huxley 
on  the  back  a  good  deal ;  and  Lyell,  the  resurrection- 

ist, and  some  others  who  keep  dark  at  present,  are 
pals  of  Huxley's. 

Lord  M  ayor — Lyell,  Lyell ;  surely  I  have  heard  that name  before. 
Policeman  X. — Very  like  you  may,  your  worship  ; 

there's  a, fight  getting  up  between  him  an'  Falconer, 
the  old  bone-man,  with  Prestwich,  tire  gravel  sifter, 
for  backer. 
Owen — He's  as  bad  as  any  of  'em,  my  lord.  I 

thought  he  was  a  friend  of  mine,  but  he's  been  say- 
ing things  of  me  as  I  don't  like ;  but  I'll  be  even with  him  some  day. 

Lord  Mayor— Silence  !  Have  you  seen  the  prison- 
ers in  the  company  of  any  ticket-of-leave  men  '{ 

Policeman  X. — No,  your  worship  ;  but  from  infor- 
mation I  have  received,  I  believe  Huxley  is  one  of 

the  same  set  with  John  William  Natal,  or  some  such 
name,  for  he  is  one  of  those  chaps  as  has  got  a  lot 
of  aliases,  v/ho  has  lately  returned  from  abroad. 
John's  been  kicking  up  a  pretty  row,  he  has. 

Lord  Mayor — I  desire  you  to  bring  him  before  me 
if  you  detect  him  in  creating  any  disturbances. 

Policeman  X.— Oh  !  your  worship,  there's  plenty 
trying  to  catch  him. ;  but  he's  so  artful  they  can't trap  him  no  how.  They  wanted  to  take  his  ticl^:et 
from  him,  but  they  could  not ;  then  they  tried  to  coax 
him  to  give  it  up,  but  he  would  not ;  not  he.  You 
see  when  he  was  across  the  water,  he  took  to  the  bush 

and  got  in  with  the  savages,  and  tried  to  come  over 
them,  but  one  of  the  Kaffirs  gave  him  sucli  a  topper 
that  he's  never  been  the  same  man  since. 

Lord  Mayor — Tou  have  not  seen  them  together  ? 
Policeman  X. — No,  your  worship  ;  but  I  believe 

they  are  both  tarred  with  the  same  brush. 
As  there  appeared  to  be  no  case  against  Owen,  he 

was  allowed  to  be  sworn.  Hereupon  Huxley  de- 
manded to  be  sworn  likewise,  but  Owen  objected, 

declaring  that  it  was  impossible  to  swear  a  man  who 
did  not  believe  in  anything,  and  Huxley  declared  it 
was  equally  impossible  to  swear  Owen.  Owen,  how- 

ever, was  directed  to  take  the  book  in  his  right  hand, 
whereupon  Huxley  vociferated,  "  He  does  not  know 
a  hand  from  a  foot."  An  angry  altercation  ensued 
between  the  parties,  amidst  the  din  of  which  the 
words,  "perona3us  longus,"  "moveable  toe," 
"thumb,"  "astragalus,"  and  " short  flexor,"  could 
be  distinguished.  The  Lord  Mayor  addressed  both 
parties,  and  declared  such  violent  conduct  was 
scarcely  human,  at  which  Huxley  laughed  and  Owen 
looked  grave.  He  then  gave  his  evidence  as  fol- 

lows : — I  knew  the  prisoner  in  former  years.  We  were 
both  in  the  same  business,  and  I  looked  upon  him  as 
a  quiet  well-meaning  man.  But  since  he  has  risen 
in  the  world,  he  has  become  highly  dangerous,  so 
much  so,  that  I  am  willing  to  believe  his  conduct 
proceeds  from'  diseased  brain. Here  the  Mayor  called  upon  Dick  Owen  to  come  at 
once  to  the  point. 
Owen  proceeded — For  the  last  two  years  my  life 

has  been  a  burden  to  me.  That  fellow  Huxley  has 
got  new  pals,  Charlie  Darwin,  the  pigeon-fancier, 
and  Rollstone,  and  others  of  that  awful  lot ;  and  he 
waylays  me  in  public,  and  throws  dirt  at  me.  In- 

deed he  has  hit  me  very  much  about  the  head,  very 
hard  indeed  ;  and  he  tries  to  make  believe  that  I 
don't  know  my  trade ;  and  that  he  can  teach  me ; 
and  he  tries  to  make  me  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  and  I  can't  bear  it.  And  lately  I  went 
down  to  Cambridge,  and  who  should  I  see  there  but 
that  Tom  Huxley  and  his  low  set,  and  they  all  at- 

tacked me  at  once — 
[Here  the  Mayor  directed  the  witness  to  keep  to 

the  point.] 
Owen  continued, — I  could  live  well  enough  if  you 

could  only  keep  that  beastly  monkey  away  from  me, 
and  make  Huxley  hold  his  tongue  about  comparing 
our  brains.  Indeed,  continued  Owen,  how  would 
you  like  to  be  told  in  public  that  physically,  morally, 
and  intellectually  you  were  only  a  little  better  than  a 

gorilla 
Huxley  was  now  called  upon,  and  said  as  follows  : 
Me  and  Dick  is  in  the  same  line — old  bones,  bird- 

skins,  otial,  and  what  not. 
The  Mayor — Do  you  mean  the  marine  store  line  ? 
Huxley — No,  your  worship  ;  that's  Bowerbank  and 

Woodward's  business.  Well,  as  I  was  saying,  we 
was  in  the  same  line,  and  comfortable  as  long  as 
Dick  Owen  was  top-sawyer,  and  could  keep  over  my 
head,  and  throw  his  dust  down  in  my  eyes.  There  was 
only  two  or  three  in  our  trade,  and  it  was  not  very 
profitable  ;  but  that  ̂ was  no  reason  why  I  should  be 
called  a  liar  by  an  improved  gorilla,  like  that  fellow. 

[Here  the  Mayor  cautioned  the  prisoner,] 
Well  in  my  business  I  put  up  monkeys,  and  the 

last  monkey  I  put  up  was  Dick  Owen's. [Here  the  Mayor  declared,  on  the  repetition  of  such 
language,  he  would  at  once  commit  Huxley. J 

Well,  as  I  Avas  saying,  Owen  and  me  is  in  the  same 
trade ;  and  we  both  cuts  up  monkeys,  and  I  finds 
something  in  the  brains  of  'em.  Hallo  !  says  I, 
here's  a  hippocampus.  No  there  ain't,  says  Owen. 
Look  here,  says  I.  I  can't  see  it,  says  he  ;  and  he sets  to  wcrriting  and  haggling  about  it,  and  goes  and 
tells  everybody  as  what  I  liuds  ain't  there,  and  what 
he  finds  is,  and  that's  what  no  tradesman  will  stand. So  when  we  meets  we  has  words.  He  will  stick  to 
his  story,  your  worship,  he  won't  be  right  himself, 
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[Vol.  X. nor  let  any  body  else  be  rij;:ht.  As  to  this  here  mon- 
key business,  I  can't  help  the  brutes  treading  on  his heels.  If  he  was  to  go  forward  more,  why  you  see 

he'd  be  further  olT  from  the  beast ;  but  he's  one  of 
these  here  standstill  Tories,  what  they  call  the  ortho- 

dox lot,  as  never  moves  forward.  If  he'll  keep  his 
tongue  in  his  head,  why  I'll  keep  mine  ;  but  he  shan't 
have  the  last  word,  or  my  name's  not  Tom  Huxley. 

[The  Lord  Mayor  having  tendered  advice  to  the 
disputants,  they  were  liberated.] 

Fossil  Man. 

Not  long  since,  in  some  remarks  upon  the  Ayiti- 
qvAty  of  JIcui,  we  alluded  to  the  discovery  of  M. 
Boucher  de  Perthes  in  the  ancient  drift  deposit  of 
the  Somme  valley,  of  flint  implements  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  man  and  associated  with  the  bones  of 
extinct  mammalia,  namely,  Elephas  primigenius,  the 
cave-bear,  cave-hy.nena,  &c.  On  the  38th  of  March, 
this  same  indefatigable  gentleman,  while  engaged  in 
his  explorations,  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  the 
only  link  wanting  to  complete  the  chain  of  evidence 
as  to  the  authenticity  and  importance  of  his  previous 
labors,  for  in  the  high,  level  gravel  beds  of  Moulin- 
Quignon  near  Abbeville,  and  beneath  a  layer  of  rough 
flints,  he  found  a  human  jaw.  This  discovery,  of  so 
vast  importance  both  to  anthropology  and  to  geol- 

ogy, necessarily  produced  great  excitement  in  the 
pclentific  world,  and  strong  doubts  as  to  its  authen- 

ticity were  expressed  by  men  of  science  in  England. 
On  Maj'lSth,  a  congress  of  pahcontologists  was  held 
at  Abbeville,  and  the  whole  evidence  in  the  case  was 
thoroughly  examined.  The  English  men  of  science 
present,  Dr.  Falcoxer,  Mr.  Prestwich,  and  Prof. 
Busk,  who  liad  previously  been  loud  and  strong  in 
their  statci  iciits  as  to  its  falsity,  were  obliged  to  ad- 

mit the  accuracy  of  the  views  of  such  men  as  Milne- 
Edwards,  Quatrefages,  Lartet  and  others,  who 
had  never  doubted  the  authenticity  of  the  specimen. 
The  following  are  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  unani- 

mously, b}"  the  commission  : — 1.  That  the  jaw  j 
found  at  Mou'in-Quignon  by  M.B.^ucher  de  Perthes  i 
IS  really  fossil.  2.  That  it  was  extracted  by  that  ' gentleman  himself  from  this  virgin  and  undisturbed 
bed.  3.  That  the  flint  implements  which  had  been 
said  to  be  fabricated  by  the  workmen  are  incontesta- 
bly  ancient." 

The  specimen,  which  is  said  to  resemble  the  jaw  | 
of  the  Esquimaux  more  than  that  of  any  other  race 
uow  living,  is  thus  described  by  Prof.  Busk  : 

"  The  black  coating  was  washed  oJf  readily  by 
means  of  a  sponge,  and  the  residuary  spots  in  the 
minute  hollows  were  removed  by  tlie  aid  of  a  tooth- 
lirush.    The  general  color  of  the  washed  surface  was  1 

a  light  burf',  mottled  witli  brown  stains.    The  outer  j surface  was  tolerably  smooth,  presenting  little  indi- 
caiion  of  the  erosion  commonly  seen  in  old  buried 
bones.  There  was  no  appearance  of  dendritic  patches  | 
cither  on  the  exterior  or  withiii,  and  no  infiltration  of 
metallic  matter.    The  substance  of  the  bone  was  dry 
and  friable,  c-pecially  towarcls  the  alveolar  border, 
l)ut,  on  tlje  whole,  it  was  tolerably  firm  under  the 
saw,  and  the  fresh  section  allbrded  a  distinct  odor  of 
sawn  bone.    The  internal  cancellated  structure  was  I 
of  a  faint  brownish  tinge,  and  the  cells  were  free  } 
from  any  incrustation.    The  most  remarkable  ap- 
I'earance  observable  in  the  section  was  the  lining  of, 
the  dental  canal  with  a  thin  layer  of  line  gray  sand,  ' 
free  from  any  admixture  with  tne  black  metallic  raa-  ' trix  which  bUu  ked  up  the  orilice  of  the  canal  below 
the  condyle.    The  section  of  the  fang  showed  that 
the  dentine,  ro  far  as  exposed,  was  white,  and  in  no 
respect  diirer<;nt  from  that  of  a  recent  tooth.  The 
enamel  was  wliite  and  Ijrilliant.    The  socket  towards 
the  ui>per  part  was  not  completely  111  led  by  the  fang,  I 
and  the  interval  was  partially  occuiiied  by  black 
jnatrix  and  sandy  particles."— i/W<o?t  lUcd.  arid  Surg. Journal. 

MARBIED. 

Grant — Manice. — Oa  Satuvdiiy,  .July  IS,  in  Oatlands,  L.  I., 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Moutgomery,  of  New  York,  Dr.  G.  Grant.  Surgeon 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  Caroline  A ,  daughter of  the  late  De  Forest  Mauice. 
McLean— Graman —In  the  Fir^t  Congregational  Church, 

Norwalk,  Conn.,  on  Monday,  July  13,  by  llev.  Mr  Pier.son,  J. 
W.  aicLean,  M.  D.,  of  Norwalk,*and  Hattie  L.,  eldest  daugh- ter of  C.  J.  Graman,  of  the  same  place. 

DIED. 
Stevenson. — In  Morristowu,  N.  J.,  on  Thursday,  July  16, 

Philip  Edward,  son  of  Dr.  R.  W.  and  Ellen  L.  Stevenson,  aged 
0  years  and  6  months. 
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DEATH ; 
Causes  whicli  produce  its  sudden  occurrence  in 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 

Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 
As  cold  is  the  absence  of  heat,  and  darkness  of 

light,  so  is  death  the  absence  of  life.  Man,  unen- 
lightened by  Divine  revelation,  has  wearied  his 

mind  in  attempting  to  solve  the  problems  of  life 
and  death.  Science  has  never  detected  that  sub- 

tle agent  which  gives  life,  power,  elasticity,  and 
beauty  to  the  human  form;  neither  has  it  de- 

veloped those  laws  by  which  death  claims  his 
victim,  after  a  brief  and  troublesome  existence. 
It  is  true,  physiology  teaches  us,  that  according 
to  the  laws  of  development  and  growth,  every 
living  creature  has  its  period  of  infancy,  youth, 
maturity,  and  decline.  And  that  all  these  periods, 
or  rather  changes  in  the  system,  occur  as  the  re- 

sult of  certain  fixed  laws,  that  the  Creator  of  all 
things  has  ordained  ;  development  and  growth  on 
the  one  hand,  degeneration  and  decay  on  the 
other — life  and  death — both  as  mysterious  as 
they  are  incomprehensible.  And  the  benighted 
materialist  is  ready  to  ask,  "Why  do  I  live?" 
' '  Why  has  nature  demanded  so  dread  a  penalty 
for  a  few  fleeting  moments  of  my  existence  ?"  "I 
shudder  in  silence  at  the  inscrutable  destiny  of 
creation." 

But  away  with  such  gloomy  thoughts,  turn  your 
eyes  from  nature's  darkness  to  the  path  of  life,  a 
beam  of  light  from  the  Celestial  Throne  is  stream- 

ing upon  it.  Listen  to  that  cheering  voice  :  "I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life."  have  dis- 

pelled the  darkness  of  the  tomb  and  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light."  Wonder  not,  then,  at 
the  inscrutable  destiny  of  man.  Death  is  not  an 
eternal  sleep.  The  day-star  of  hope  now  gilds  the 
passage  to  the  grave,  and  faith,  like  the  rainbow 
of  promise  spans  the  dark  river  of  dissolutipu. 
Death  to  the  man  of  faith  is  not  a  "leap  into  the 
dark.    He  knows  that  it  is  the  termination  of  his 

earthly  pilgrimage,  but  not  the  end  of  life.  He  feels 
that  there  is  a  glorious  immortality  beyond.  Na- 

ture speaks  to  the  senses  alone  ;  hence  the  mate- 
rialist is  bounded  in  his  vision  and  desires  by  the 

things  of  time.  He  sees  nothing  beyond,  life  is  a 
mystery,  and  death  the  grea^st  of  evils.  But 
not  so  with  the  spiritual  man,  he  looks  forward  to 
another  state,  and  considers  each  moment  that  he 
lives  as  big  with  the  destinies  of  eternal  ages ;  life 
is,  therefore,  to  him  a  profound  reality,  and  death 
but  the  prelude  to  a  life  that  will  never  end. 

But  some  criticising  and  irreligious  doctor  may 
be  ready  to  ask,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
causes  of  sudden  death  in  phthisis  ?  In  some 
respects  nothing,  and  in  others  much.  Physi- 

cians are  men,  and  they  are  accountable  for  their 
actions  to  the  same  Almighty  Judge  that  other 
men  are,  and  it  is  just  as  important  that  they 
should  have  correct  notions  of  life  and  death  as 

other  men,  that  they  may  make  a  wise  improve- 
ment of  the  former,  that  they  may  be  fully  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  latter.  How  cften  is  it  the  case 

that  in  the  exercise  of  our  vocation,  we  exert  every 
faculty  to  save  the  lives  of  others,  and  when  un- 

successful mourn  over  their  untimely  fate,  and 
never  think  for  one  moment  that  we  too  must  die. 
It  is  a  gloomy  subject  to  contemplate  I  know.  To 
die ;  to  be  separated  from  all  the  things  in  which 
we  have  found  occupation,  if  not  enjoyment;  to 
close  our  ears  for  ever  upon  the  busy  hum  of  life ; 
to  shut  our  eyes  upon  the  verdant  fields  of  earth, 
the  glorious  heavens,  and  the  shining  sun ;  and  lie 
down  in  the  silence  and  corruption  of  the  grave, 
is  indeed  an  appalling  reflection,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  we  shrink  from  its  contemplation. 
But  this  is  no  reason  why  we  should  banish  its 
thoughts  from  our  minds.  Death  will  come. 
Nothing  can  hinder  the  event.  To  be  prepared 
to  meet  it,  we  should  make  it  a  subject  of  fre- 

quent reflection.  In  this  way  it  may  be  disarmed 
of  half  its  terrors. 

But  we  were  to  treat  of  its  sudden  occurrence  in 
phthisis.  In  this  disease  the  cord  of  life  is  not 
generally  very  abruptly  sundered.  The  patient 
frequently  has  months  to  prepare  for  death.  The 
wasting  away  of  the  frame  is  so  gradual,  and  the 

sufi'ering  attending  it  so  inconsiderable,  that  he  is 
not  aware  of  his  danger  until  he  feels  his  life  de- 

parting on  his  expiring  breath. 
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[Vol.  X. The  average  duration  of  phtliisis  Las  been  set 
at  eighteen  months,  but  in  very  many  instances 
it  is  not  prolonged  to  half  this  period,  death 
supervening  suddenly  from  accidental  complica- 

tion, such  as : 
1.  Cerebral  apoplexy. 
2.  Perforation  of  the  pleura. 
3.  Perforation  of  the  intestines. 
4.  Bursting  of  a  large  abscess  into  the  bronchia. 
5.  Sudden  and  profuse  haemoptysis. 
^.  Acute  pleurisy,  pneumonia  and  catarrh. 

I.— Cerebral  Apoplexy. 
Every  physician  who  has  been  much  in  the 

practice  of  treating  individuals  suffering  under 
pulmonary  tuber^iulosis,  must  have  occasionally 
met  with  instances  of  the  sudden  termination  of 
this  disorder,  by  the  supervention  of  this  fatal 
complication.  The  symptoms  which  precede  the 
accident  are  commonly  very  obscure.  The  patient 
w4il  sometimes  complain  of  slight  pain  in  the  head, 
inability  to  sleep,  and  a  loss  of  intellectual  power, 
but  aside  from  these  complaints  there  is  nothing 
to  call  particular  attention  to  any  special  brain 
trouble. 

Three  years  since  I  had  under  my  care  a  man 
aged  35,  of  the  nervous  bilious  temperament.  He 
had  a  hereditary  title  to  phthisis,  his  father  and 
mother  having  died  with  the  malady.  He  had 
suffered  with  marked  symptoms  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  for  about  four  months.  He  was  still, 
however,  able  to  attend  to  his  business  most  of 
the  time ;  complained  chiefly  of  weakness,  and  a 
cough  which  troubled  him  at  night,  preventing 
sleep.  Of  late  he  had  emaciated  considerably, 
and  his  friends  had  discovered  a  marked  change 
in  his  disposition ;  naturally  he  was  passionate 
and  violent  in  his  temper,  but  now  he  was  mild 
as  a  lamb,  and  his  countenance  wore  an  expres- 

sion of  great  tenderne.ss. 
One  morning,  just  after  rising,  he  had  an  apo- 

plectic paroxysm.  I  did  not  see  him  until  three 
hours  afterward.  He  had  partly  regained  his 
mental  faculties;  but  could  not  speak.  He  ap- 

peared to  bear  as  well  as  common,  and  answered 
all  our  questions  by  jjhysical  signs.  There  was 
al>o  paralysi.s  of  the  right  arm  and  lex.  He  could 
not  protrudo  Ijis  tongue  but  a  short  distance 
beyond  lii.s  lips,  and  its  point  was  directed  to- 

ward the  right  side  of  the  mouth.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day  and  succeeding  night  he 
rested  well,  took  food  and  medicine  without  dif- 
ficulty. 

The  next  morning,  while  I  was  seated  by  his 
bedside,  aV>out  the  same  hour,  he  was  suddenly 
seized  witli  the  most  violent  convulsions.  His 
face  and  eyes  twitched  with  the  greatest  rapidity 
in  almost  every  x^cssible  direction;  his  counte- 

nance at  first  was  quite  flushed,  but  in  a  few 

seconds  became  very  livid;  the  respiration  at  first 
was  very  rapid,  but  soon  was  almost  suspended ; 

whenever  air  was  exx")ired  the  cheeks  flapped  out- 
ward; the  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt  at  the  wrist, 

while  the  carotids  were  pulsating  most  violently, 
and  the  jugular  veins  were  very  much  engorged ; 
the  pupils  were  dilated,  and  the  limbs  flexed,  but 
their  muscles  were  not  rigid.  In  less  than  five 
minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  seizure, 
the  respiration  ceased,  and  the  patient  was  dead. 

Post-mortenl  showed  extensive  tubercular  soften- 
ing in  the  superior  lobe  of  the  left  lung,  with 

limited,  crude  tubercular  indurations  in  the  right. 
The  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain  near  its  central 
connection,  was  found  very  much  softened,  its 
structure  was  larcerated,  and  a  large  apoplectic 
clot,  weighing  two  ounces,  was  removed.  The 
pathological  character  of  the  softening  was  tuber- 
cular;  granulated  nuclear  corpuscles  of  an  ovoid 
or  somewhat  irregular  shape,  interspersed  with 
granular  blastema,  and  particles  of  oily  matter 
were  found,  until  the  softening  was  imperceptibly 
lost  in  the  healthy  brain  tissue. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  just  here  to  observe, 
that  tubercular  disease  of  the  substance  of  the 

brain  is  a  very  rare  disorder.  It  is  mostlj''  con- 
fined to  the  membranes  of  the  brain;  the  pia 

mater  assumes  the  miliary  variety.  They  are 
not  seen  in  the  free  surface  of  this  membrane  or 
the  archnoid,  and  seem  in  no  way  connected  with 
these  membranes.  In  size  they  are  about  as  large 

as  a  pin's  head,  and  appear  in  the  form  of  grey 
granulations,  imbeded  among  a  vascular  net-work. 
This  constitutes  its  prevailing  pathological  features 
in  the  tubercular  meningitis  of  children.  In  the 
adult  subject,  however,  tubercular  deposits  occur 
most  frequently  beneath  the  pia  mater,  on  the  sur- 

face of  the  brain,  forming  irregular  nodules  within 
the  cerebral  tissues,  of  various  shapes  and  sizes. 
These  nodules  are  confined  principally  to  the  in- 

ferior part  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  and 
when  they  soften  form  abscesses,  that  may  be 
readily  taken  for  those  which  occur  in  common 
inflammation  of  the  brain.  In  this  respect  our 
case  was  unique,  the  tubercular  disorganization 
being  exclusively  confined  to  the  minute  structure 
of  the  brain,  which  was  clearly  demonstrated  by 
the  use  of  the  microscope. 

Our  patient  was  an  individual  of  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence;  he  was  a  hard  student.  For 

some  time  after  his  health  began  to  fail,  he  con- 
tinued to  tax  his  mental  powers  beyond  what  he 

was  able  to  bear,  and  as  his  memory  failed  him, 

it  appeared  to  be  only  a  stimulus  to  redouble  his 
mental  energy.  This  no  doubt  augmented  his 

lung  trouble,  and  perhaps  was  an  incidental  cause 
of  the  tubercular  deposit  in  the  brain,  and  its 

f*tal  sequence.    There  is  not  the  least  doubt  but 
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the  overtasking  of  tlie  mental  powers  of  chil- 
dren, especially  those  who  are  the  subjects  of 

the  tubercular  diathesis,  will  sometimes  produce 
tubercular  meningitis.  I  can  now  call  to  my  re- 

membrance several  little  children  who  have  died 
with  this  disease,  that  was  mainly  induced  by  too 
much  mental  excitement.  Children  of  the  tuber- 

cular temperament  are  usually  gifted  with  very 
active  mental  organs,  they  are  apt  to  learn ;  and, 
under  a  false  and  erroneous  system  of  education, 
the  physical  powers  are  not  properly  attended  to, 
the  brain  is  overworked,  tubercular  meningitis  is 
induced,  and  the  little  sufferer  fills  a  premature 
grave.  The  most  watchful  care  should,  therefore, 
be  exercised  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  the 
charge  of  the  physical  and  mental  training  of 
children,  to  avoid  such  debilitating  measures  as 
will  be  likely  to  increase  the  tubercular  dyscrasia, 
and  studiously  avoid  such  causes  as  will  produce 
too  much  mental  excitement  and  disturb  the 
healthy  functions  of  the  brain. 

[To  be  continued.] 

GOT-SHOT  WOUND 
OF  THE 

Frontal  Bone,  with  Loss  of  the  Orbital  Plate, 
Brain,  etc. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

Author  of  "Hints  and  Observations  on  Military  Hygiene." 
Since  the  publication  of  the  interesting  case  of 

E.  v.,  55th  Ohio,  by  me  in  the  Reporter  for  June, 
I  have  been  furnished  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Hall,  U,  S.  V., 
24th  New  York,  with  full  notes  of  the  case  up 
to  his  death.  It  is  -most  remarkable  that  vision 
should  have  remained  after  loss  of  the  frontal  bone 

with  the  orbital  plate,  injury  of  supra-orbital  nerve 
elevator  muscle,  with  so  much  loss  of  brain.  It  is 
a  well-recognized  principle  in  ophthalmic  surgery, 
that  if  there  is  a  lesion  of  the  first  branch  of  the 
fifth  pair,  vision  is  lost,  yet  the  pupil  does  not 
become  dilated,  the  iris  retaining  its  usual  action, 
although  the  retina  may  be  insensible  and  vision 

gone.*    The  following  is  Dr.  Hall's  letter : — 

Emory  Hospital,  ") 
Washington,  D.  C,  Jug.  1862.]" 

On  the  30th  August,  1862,  Edward  Volck,  pri- 
vate in  the  55th  Ohio  Infantry,  was  wounded  at 

the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  number  two,  by  a  musket 
ball  which  struck  him  half  an  inch  above  the  right 
eyebrow,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the 
mesian  line  of  the  os-frontis,  communicating  and 
carrying  away  the  os-frontis  to  the  extent  of  one 
and  one-fourth  by  two  and  one-fourth  inches,  and 
making  a  proportionally  larger  scalp  wound.  The 

*  See  Hints  and  Obserrations  by  tbe  author,  pp.  51,  55, 
Gun-skot  "Wounds  of  tlie  Eye.    Pliiladelpbia,  1S62. 

course  of  the  ball  must  have  been  oblique  from  the 
left,  else  the  head  of  the  subject  of  these  remarks 
was  turned  to  the  right  when  he  was  struck,  as 
about  one-third  of  the  ball  was  found  cut  up  on 
the  edge  of  the  frontal  bone,  the  other  two-thirds 
must  have  passed  outwards,  as  it  could  not  be 
found  inside  the  skull  on  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. 

His  own  statement  of  the  case  was  as  follows : 
He  was  about  to  fire  his  piece  when  struck ;  stag- 

gered, but  did  not  fall;  in  a  moment  or  so  he 
recovered,  fired,  loaded  and  fired  again,  then  fell, 
where  he  lay  on  the  field  six  days  and  lost  more 
than  a  teacupful  of  brains.  On  the  eighth  day 
after  receiving  the  injury  he  arrived  here,  which 
was  the  7th  of  September,  when  he  had  his  wound 
dressed  for  the  first  time  ;  took  out  many  pieces  of 
bone,  found  about  one-half  of  the  two  plates  which 
compose  the  frontal  sinuse  turned  in  edgeways  on 
the  brain,  which  could  not  be  removed  for  arte- 

rial haemorrhage.  There  was  a  great  quantity  of 
foetid  pus  and  about  one  teaspoouful  of  brain 
escaped.  The  most  remarkable  features  in  the 
case  are,  that  there  is  no  cerebral  disturb.-ince,  no 
impairment  of  vision,  pulse  normal,  in  short,  no 
complaints  whatever.  He  acted  the  most  rational 
of  all  the  patients  in  the  ward,  and  I  had  liked  to 
to  have  said,  the  most  sensible. 

In  dressing  used  adhesive  straps,  as  much  to 
prevent  the  eyebrow  from  falling  on  the  cheek  as 
to  approximate  the  edges  of  the  wound,  which 
gave  the  muscle  of  the  upper  eyelid  a  point  of 
support,  enabling  him  to  raise  the  lid,  when  he 
remarked,  he  could  see  as  well  with  the  right  eye 
as  he  ever  did.  When  dressed,  he  expressed  him- 

self as  comfortable,  got  up,  sat  down,  read  his 
newspaper  with  the  greatest  composure ;  cautioned 
him  against  reading  much. 

Sept.  8th.  When  the  dressing  was  removed  he 
presented  a  very  singular  appearance,  fully  one- 
half  of  the  scalp  being  shaved,  and  the  cerebrii- 
hernia,  excrescence-like,  protruding  of  the  size  of 
a  walnut,  heaving  with  every  pulsation.  Suc- 

ceeded in  removing  bones  of  frontal  sinuse  with 
slight  haemorrhage  ;  pus  plentiful  and  better,  with 
about  a  teaspoouful  of  softened  brain  matter. 

Sept.  9th.  Appetite  not  good;  tongue  cannot  be 
protruded,  owing  to  injury  to  temporal  muscle, 
but  from  what  was  seen,  was  covered  with  a  white, 
thick  fur,  tip  red. 

Sept.  19th.  He  has  continued  from  last  date  with 
little  change  in  his  condition,  except  that  he  is 
more  sensible  of  pain  when  the  wound  is  dressed ; 
its  edges  look  exceedingly  healthy  ;  pulsating  tu- 

mor has  receded,  and  nature  seems  to  be  putting 
forth  all  her  energies  to  close  tbe  opening. 

Sept.  20th.  Bowels  has  become  irritable  and 
seemingly  a  lack  of  control  over  them,  with  an 
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[Vol.  X. indifference  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  Held  the 
bowels  up  with  plumbi,  acetas,  ipecac,  and  opium, 
but  found  his  strength  was  failing,  although  his 
memory  was  perfectly  clear.  When  asked  if  he 
had  any  wife,  child,  or  relatives  he  wished  written 
to  in  th3  event  of  his  death,  his  answer  was  inva- 

riably, no ;  remarking,  if  a  man  had  to  die  there 
was  no  use  of  making  a  fuss  about  it. 

Sept.  22d.  Although  every  attention  was  paid  to 
his  diet,  as  well  as  mur.,  tinct.  ferrii,  three  times 
a  day,  he  continued  to  sink,  although  the  diar- 

rhoea was  checked.  He  never  rallied  from  its 

effects,  and  finally  died  at  half  past  three  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th. 
The  post-mortem  revealed  a  much  more  con- 

gested and  inflammatory  condition  of  the  brain 
and  its  membranes  than  the  weakened  pulse  of  a 
few  hours  previous  would  have  indicated ;  there 
was  also  a  large  quantity  of  watery  effusion  into 
the  ventricles,  mixed  with  pus.  The  fracture  of 
the  parietal  bone,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  specimen, 
is  much  more  extensive  than  we  would  have  sup- 

posed, reaching  to  within  two  inches  of  the  occi- 
pital bone,  a  distance  of  five  inches  from  the  seat 

of  the  injury.  There  is  also  a  large  clot  between 
dura  mater  and  the  skull  at  the  suture  of  os-fron- 
tis  and  parietal  bones.  Such  extensive  injuries 
precluded  any  possibility  of  ultimate  recovery. 

He  had  the  least  complaints  of  any  patient  in 
the  ward.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

DOMESTIC. 

A  Deaf  Mute  Hestorerl  to  Hearing  by  an  Attack of  Variola. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Samuels,  of  Marion,  Ulinios,  reports  the 
following  extraordinary  case  in  the  Cldcwjo  Medical 
Examiner  for  April  1803. 
Geouge  H.  Dickinson,  a  deaf  mute,  aged  45  years, 

was  seized  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  an  attack  of 
gmall-poy,  l-}tli  March.  There  was  nothing  remark- 

able either  iu  the  eruptive  fever,  the  appearance  of 
tlie  eruption,  (which  was  confluent,)  the  maturation 
of  the  i)UKtules  or  secondary  fever.  The  patient 
passed  on  to  convalescenc  e,  and  is  now  cornijletoly 
recovered.  But,  what  is  rather  strange,  the  patient, 
durii^'  his  illness,  hcraine  ahle  to  hear  Avith  the  left 
ear,  the  other  remaining  closed,  and  could  talk  al- 

most inunediately  after  he  could  hear.  While  visit- 
ing him  on  the  evening  of  the  21. st,  (which  was  the 

fourth  day  of  the  erujition,)  he  wn>te  upon  liis  slate 
these  words  :  "  I  heard  to-day  for  about  twenty  min- utes as  plainly  as  you  ever  did,  how  do  you  account 
for  It,  dortor  r'  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  this, and  hastily  replied,  that  I  sujiposed  tlie  inflamma- 

tion in  the  throat  had  afl'cctod  the  ear  through  the Eustachian  tube. 
On  the  evening  of  the  22d,  he  complained  of  pain 

in  the  left  ear  ;  and,  on  examination,  I  discovered  a 
slight  discharge  of  muco-purulent  matter  from  the 
exrernal  meatus.  One  of  the  attendants  informed  me 
that  the  patient  heard  the  noise  made  by  tlie  lowing 
of  a  cow  near  his  room,  and  had  also  heard  thunder 
in  a  storm-cloud  that  passed  over. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  while  at  his  beside,  I 
observed  his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  singing 
of  birds  near  his  room.  I  told  him  that  it  was  the 
birds  singing,  and  asked  him- what  kind  of  music 
they  made.  In  reply,  he  whistled  in  imitation  of 
them.  This  was  the  first  satisfactory  evidence  I  had 
had  that  he  really  could  hear.  He  still  complained 
of  pain  in  his  left  ear.  Being  called  to  the  country, 
I  did  not  see  him  on  the  24th,  he  being  visited  by  my 
preceptor  and  partner,  Dr.  A.  N.  Lodge.  On  enter- 

ing the  door  of  his  room  on  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
I  bowed  and  inquired  how  he  got  along,  to  which  he 
replied  "  bully  and  it  took  him  but  a  few  minutes to  tell  me  the  following,  which  I  had  already  learned 
from  Dr.  Lodge  : — "  When  he  awoke  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  his  head  was  filled  with  very  loud  and 
confused  sounds.  The  confusion  and  astonishment, 
for  the  moment,  produced  a  distraction  of  the  mind. 
On  regaining  himself,  he  wished  some  explanation 
of  the  phenomena,  he  called  out  distinctly  '  where  is doc.'  He  also  discovered  that  he  could  hear  his  at- 

tendants talk,  and  could  repeat  the  words  after  them." It  took  him  but  a  few  hours  to  learn  a  sufiicient 
number  of  words  to  converse  on  ordinary  subjects  ; 
indeed,  it  appears  to  me  that  he  could  speak  words 
that  he  never  heard  spoken.  He  now  hears  and 
speaks  with  as  little  difficulty  as  any  one. 

The  following  questions  have  occurred  to  me  con- 
cerning the  case  : — 1st.  Did  he  never  hear  before?  2d. 

What  influence  had  the  disease  on  the  organs  of  hear- 
ing? 3d.  How  could  he  so  readily  speak  after  he 

could  hear  ?  As  regards  the  first  question  :  I  found  the 
evidence  that  he  had  not  heard  or  spoken  for  25  years, 
conclusive.  Many  of  our  best  citizens  have  known 
liim  for  that  period  without  a  suspicion  ever  arising  in 
their  minds  that  he  could  hear  or  speak.  Further 
back  than  that,  "we  have  only  his  evidence,  which  in 
his  own  language  is  :  "  So  far  as  my  recollection  of 
myself  reaches  back,  I  never  did  hear  ;  and,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  my  parents  tauglit  me  that  I 
never  could  hear."  So  we  are  left  to  suppose  either 
that  he  could  hear  in  infancy,  but  that  by  disease  it 
was  destroyed  while  very  young,  or  that  he  never 
could  hear.  I  leave  each  one  to  their  own  supposi- 

tion as  to  what  influence  the  disease  exerted  on  the 
function  of  hearing.  I  could  not  now,  and,  perhaps, 
never,  give  a  better  answer  than  I  gave  to  the  pa- 

tient, when  he  requested  an  explanation. 
I  hope  men  more  competent  than  myself  will  en- 

deavor to  explain  this  matter,  in  regard  to  the  third 
(luestion, — "  how  could  he  so  readily  speak  after  he 
could  hear."  I  might  state  that  Dickinson  has  a  fine 
education,  and  completely  mastered,  among  other 
things,  that  most  dillicult  science,  labiaology,  which 
was  taught  liiui  by  tlie  late  Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
of  Philadelphia,  under  whose  instructions  he  was  for 
four  years.  A  brother  and  a  sister  of  Dickinson's were  also  deaf  mutes  ;  his  parents  were  cousins.  He 
has  been  married  once,  his  wife  was  a  deaf  mute  also. 
He  has  two  living  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter, 
the  former  aged  five  and  the  latter  four  years,  and 
both  arc  blessed  with  perfect  hearing  and  speech. 

A  Cheap  Spirometer. 

"W.  E.  Bowman,  M.  D.,  Editor  of  the  Canada  Lan- 
cet, publishes  in  that  journal  the  following  descrip- 

!  tion  of  a  cheap  spirometer,  which  may  be  found  very 
useful  l)y  our  readers  : 

A  che.-ij)  sj)iromcter  may  readily  be  made  from  two 
tin  vessels  sin)ilar  in  shape  to  the  ones  figured  in  tlie 
accompanying  w(;od  cut;  the  one  should  be  about 
twenty  inches  long  and  six  inches  in  diameter,  and 
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fhe  other  eighteen  inches  long  and  five  inches  in 
diameter.  The  latter  may  be  graduated  into  spaces 
of  eight  cubic  inches  by  means  of  our  ordinary  gal- 

lon measure,  which  is  the  old  "svine  measure  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  one  that  is  adopted  by  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia  ;  it  consists  as  everj-bodyknoTvs 
of  eight  pints  of  sixteen  ounces  each,  the  ounce  mea- 

suring 1.8  cubic  inches. 

14-- 
22-- 

H ^l  i-  - 0 

Si — 

a 

46-  - 

0 

62—5 7i  1  ... 

75 — 

4  feet. 

86-- 

4  It.  1  in. 

94-- 
4  It.  2  " 

102-- 

4  ft.  3 

110- - 
4  ft.  4  " 

irs-- 
4  ft.  5  " 

126-- 
4  It.  6  " 

134-- 
4  ft.  7  " 

142-- 
4  ft.  8  " 

1.30-- 
4  ft.  9  " 

158- - 
4  ft.  10" 

166-  - 4  ft.  11" 
174-- 

5  feet. 

182- - 5  ft.  1  " 
lyo — 5  ft.  2  " 
1JS-- 5  ft.  3  " 2i,sf3 — 5  tt.  4  " 
214-  - 5  It.  5  " 
222-- 5  ft.  6  " 
23  _i-  - 5  ft.  7  " 
238-:- 5  ft.  8  " 246-i- 5  ft.  9  " 
254-:- 5  ft.  10" 
262-i- 5  ft  11" 

27U-'- 
6  feet. 

27'^-- 6  ft.  1  " 2  HO-  - 6  ft.  2  " 2C4-  - 6  fx.  3  " 
3u2— 6  it.  4  " 

31  fluid  oz. 

1  pint  5  11.  oz. 

2  pts.  61  fl.  oz. 

3  pts.  Si  fl.  oz. I 
1 
4  pts.  lOi  fl.  oz. 

52  pints. 
I 
6  pts.  13|  fl-  02. 

1  gallon  less  ̂   oz. 

9  pts.  li  fl.*oz. i I 

10  pts.  3  fl.  oz. 

Having  placed  the  smaller  vessel  perfectly  upright, 
measure  into  it  a  gallon  of  water  less  half  an  ounce, 
and  with  a  rule  ascertain  the  precise  distance  from 
the  surface  of  the  liquid  to  the  brim  of  the  vessel, 
then  placing  this  measure  outside  of  the  tin,  mark 
the  height  of  the  water  as  230  c.  in.  In^  a  similar 
manner  with  half  a  gallon  and  lOi  fluii  ounces, mark  134  c.  in. 

Next  divide  the  space  between  these  two  points 
into  twelve  equal  parts,  which  will  be  measures  of 
eight  cubic  inches  each,  and  with  the  compasses  con- 

tinue the  graduation  upwards  and  downwards,  plac- 
ing the  figures  on  the  inverted  vessel  as  here  shown. 

If  its  diameter  be  everywhere  alike  the  measure  must 
be  correct,  its  accuracy  however  may  be  readily  tested 
by  the  annexed  subdivisions  of  the  same  measure. 
The  pulleys  and  counterpoise  may  now  be  adjusted, 
to  the  graduated  tin. 

Next  fill  the  larger  vessel  with  water  so  that  the 
smaller  may  be  just  covered  when  inserted  as  low  as 
possible  into  it,  and  mark  the  height  of  the  water  on 
the  inside  of  the  larger  tin.  Then  raise  the  small 
one  gently  until  the  174  c.  in.  line  appears  even  with 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  make  a  second  mark 
of  its  level.  Finally  put  the  third  graduation  in  the 
large  tin  when  the  smaller  is  raised  completely  out  of 
it. 

Lastly,  affix  two  or  three  feet  of  flexible  tubing 
and  a  mouth-piece  to  the  top  of  the  small  tin,  and 
the  spirometer  will  be  ready  for  use. 

The  graduation  inside  of  the  larger  vessel  is  to 
detect  and  obviate  any  difference  in  the  level  of  the 
water  within  and  outside  of  the  rising  vessel,  which 
after  receiving  the  breath  should  be  depressed  until 
the  water  is  at  its  proper  level,  the  tube  being  closed 
by  the  fingers  during  the  adjustment  and  reading 
olf. 

"With  this  scale  as  a  guide  the  York  Glass  Com- pany of  England  has  made  me  a  beautiful  spirometer 
of  this  form  entirely  of  glass,  and  correctly  gradu- 

ated into  cubic  inches.  It  differs  somewhat  from 
this  one  in  having  a  perforated  glass  stopper  in  the 
centre  to  which  the  silk-covered  tubing  is  attached  ; 
and  also  in  having  two  cords,  one  each  side  of  the 
stopper,  and  four  pulleys  which  prevent  it  from 
turning.  Thus  arranged  and  mounted  on  handsome 
brackets,  apart  from  its  usefulness  in  ascertaining 
the»  presence  and  progress  of  phthisis,  it  forms  an 
elegant  addition  to  a  surgery. — Canada  Lancet. 

TTew  Haemostatic. 
Dr.  T.  L.  Phipson  writes  to  the  Chemical  News  that 

"  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Societe  des  Sciences 
Medicales  et  Naturelles  of  Bruxelles,  the  subject  of 
a  new  hemostatic  agent,  lately  discovered  by  Dr. 
Piazza,  Professor  of  Organic  Chemistry  in  the  Uni- 

versity of  Bologna,  was  brought  forward.  This  sub- 
stance, destined,  as  its  name  indicates,  to  stop  a  flow 

of  blood  from  wounds,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most 
successful  therapeutic  agents  ever  prepared,  and  I 
hasten  therefore  to  call  attention  to  its  composition; 
being  yet  known  only  in  Italy  and  Belgium,  it  is  cer- 

tainly destined  to  render  great  services  in  our  hospi- 
tals, &c.  Before  alluding  to  the  manner  in  which  it 

is  prepared,  I  should  perhaps  state  that  the  liquid  in 
question  has  been  experimented  already  with  the 
greatest  success  in  the  hospitals  of  Parma,  Modena, 
and  Bologna,  also  in  several  hospitals  in  Bruxelles 
by  members  of  the  society  above  named,  and  has 
been  unanimously  declared  to  be  the  most  effective 
agent  in  stopping  a  flow  of  blood  from  a  wound  ever 
discovered. 

"In  making  numerous  experiments  upon  the  sub- 
stances which  are  capable  of  coagulating  blood. 

Professor  Piazza  found  that  the  coagulum  produced 
by  chloride  of  iron  was  rendered  so  compact  by  an 
addition  of  chloride  of  sodium  that  the  vessel  con- 

taining the  mixture  may  be  reversed  without  a  drop 
i  floAving  out.    No  other  coagulating  liquid  wiU  pro- 
1  duce  such  an  efi"ect  as  this.    Now,  when  chloride  of !  iron  is  used  alone,  it  is  necessary  to  employ  it  toler- 
I  ably  concentrated,  (25^  to  30^  Baurae,)  which  occa- 
j  sions  much  pain  and  irritation.    But  if  common  salt 
be  added,  the  liquid  is  efficacious  with  a  much  weaker 
solution  (10°  to  15°  B.)  of  chloride  of  iron.  The 

j  best  means  of  preparing  the  new  hemostatic  liquid 
!  consists  in  taking  a  solution  of  chloride  of  iron 
i  marking  10°  to  15°  of  Baume" s  areometer,-  and  ad- !  ding  to  it  an  equal  volume  of  a  concentrated  solution 
of  pure  cliloride  of  sodium.    One  precaution  must 

I  be  attended  to,  namely,  that  the  chloride  of  iron 
i  contain  no  free  acid.    This  is  avoided  by  evaporating 
the  iron  solution  to  dryness,  and  redissolving  in 
water.    The  liquid  is  used  by  immersing  in  it  the 
linen  destined  to  bind  the  wound."  &c. — Dental  Cos- 

Diuretic  Wine. 

M.  Trousseau  has  proposed  the  following  ne-w 
formula  for  diuretic  wine  : 

Take  of  Juniper  berries,  well  bruised,  600  gr. 

Digitalis,  in  powder,  120  '* 
Sciuill,  in  powder,  60  " White  wine,  a  pint. 

Macerate  during  four  days,  and  add 
Acetate  of  Potassa,  ISO  gr. 

Express  and  filter.  The  dose  of  this  wine  is  two 
or  three  tablespoonfuls  per  day.  M.  Trousseau 

proposes  to  call  this  preparation  "  Vin  diuretique  de I'Hotel  Dien  de  Paris,"  where  he  made  his  chemical 
experiments. — Bui.  Ther.  and  Jour,  de  Pharm. 
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SUKGICAL  AID  ON  THE  BATTLE-PIELD. 

The  experience  in  the  great  battles  of  last  year 
showed  the  necessity  of  some  provision  heing 
made  outside  of  the  regular  medical  service  of 
the  army  for  the  surgical  care  of  the  wounded 
immediately  after  a  great  battle. 

The  utter  impossibility,  when  there  were  thou- 
sands of  wounded  to  care  for,  to  have  their  wants 

properly  attended  to  by  the  regular  Surgical  Corps 
of  the  army,  was  fully  demonstrated  on  several 

occasions.  So  was  the  necessity  of  having  some 
systematic  provision  made  for  extra  surgical  aid. 

The  matter  was  again  and  again  urged  on  the 

attention  of  the  Surgeon-Gleneral,  yet  nothing 
was  done,  and  another  terrible  battle  has  been 

fought  and  the  wounded  left  with  very  inade- 
quate surgical  care. 

According  to  the  most  recent  statements,  the 
number  of  wounded  left  on  the  battle-field  of 

Gettysburg  must  have  exceeded  20,000 — it  has 
been  estimated  as  high  as  30,000.  One  thousand 

Surgeons,  in  addition  to  the  regular  Surgical 
Corps  of  the  army  who  could  be  spared  from  their 
regiments,  would  not  have  been  too  many  to 
give  the  wounded  the  attention  their  condition 

demanded.  Yet  no  adequate  arrangements  for 
extra  surgical  aid  were  made,  and  when  the 
Governor  of  this  State  tendered  such  aid,  it  was 
somewhat  superciliously  refused. 

We  are  very  glad  to  observe  by  the  following 
circular  letter,  addressed  to  the  Governors  of 

New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  that 

the  Surgfion-Geneial,  who  personally  visited  the 
battle-field,  saw  his  error,  and  that  he  is  dis- 

posed now  to  correct  it. 

Surokon-General's  Office,  '  1 
Wasliinyton  Citij,  D.  C,  Julij  27.  J 

Sir: — It  seeming  desirable  to  secure  abundant 
Burgioal  aid  for  the  exigencies  of  the  battle-field, 
the  following  plan  is  suggested,  in  which  your  co- 

operation is  requested. 
It  is  proi>o.sed  that  thirty  Surgeons,  for  whose 

ability  and  hkill  you  can  vouch,  organize  a  volun- 
tary aid  corps,  to  render  aid  to  the  wounded  imme- 

diately after  a  battle,  and  to  hold  themselves  in 
reafliness  when  notified  by  telegraph  from  this 
office,  througli  you. 

As  the  want  of  concerted  and  subordinate  action 
has  been  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  success  of  such 
organizations  in  the  past,  it  is  deemed  proper  that 
the  gentlemen  thus  volunteering  shall  guarantee 
to  serve  for  at  least  fifteen  days ;  shall  receive  or 
not,  at  their  pleasure,  the  compensation  allowed 
to  surgeons  employed  under  contract  by  this  de- 

partment ;  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders  of 
United  States  medical  authorities.  Should  this 
plan  meet  your  views  and  those  of  other  Surgeons, 
you  are  requested  to  take  the  necessary  steps  in 
the  case,  and  to  forward  to  this  office  the  names  of 
the  aid  corps  who  may  be  selected  by  you. 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv't. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General. 

JOS.  R.  S.MITH,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

DKAFTED  MSN. 

The  draft  which  is  now  in  i^rocess  of  execution 

throughout  the  loyal  States,  is  intended  to  add 
300,000  men  to  the  national  armies.  It  is  the 

intention  of  the  Government  to  first  fill  up  the 
regiments  that  are  now  in  the  field  to  their 

maximum  number,  and  already  hundreds  of  re- 
cruits thus  obtained  have  been  sent  forward. 

There  is  great  danger,  we  fear,  that  uninten- 
tional injustice  will  be  done  to  these  men.  It  is 

undoubtedly  wise,  on  many  accounts,  to  fill  up  the 
skeleton  regiments.  AYe  will  not  enumerate  the 

advantages  gained  by  it,  as  they  do  not  have  to 
do  with  the  health  of  the  recruits.  The  disadvan- 

tages having  this  vital  interest  attached  to  them 

properly. fall  under  our  cognizance. 
We  will  assume,  which  will  probably  be  the 

fact,  that  the  drafted  men  are  all  in  a  sound  phy- 
sical condition.  They  go  into  camp  healthy  men. 

But,  by  being  put  into  regiments  with  men  who 
h'lve  become  inured  to  the  toils  and  hardships  of 

camp  life,  long  marches  and  the  battle-field,  and  re- 
(iuired  to  partake  in  all  these  labors  to  whioh  they 
are  entirely  unaccustomed,  there  is  danger  that 

many  of  them  will  break  down  prematurely  and 
lose  their  lives  or  health  before  they  have  ren- 

dered the  Government  much  service. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  after  several  thousand  of 
these  raw  recruits  have  been  added  to  the  army  of 

the  Potomac,  it  should  be  ordered  on  one  of  its 

long,  fatiguing  marches,  like  that  from  Falmouth, 
Va.,  to  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  when  the  army  marched 
an  average  of  twenty  miles  a  day  for  several  days 
in  succession  and  then  fought  one  of  the  moat 
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sanguinarj  battles  of  modern  times.  How  would 
it  be  possible,  when  hundreds  of  veteran,  inured 
troops  fell  out  of  the  ranks  on  each  daj  of  the 
march,  for  raw  recruits  to  survive  ? 

This  is  a  matter  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 

officers  of  the  Grovernment,  and  especially  should 
the  Medical  Bureau  of  the  army  call  attention 
to  it. 

STBEET  CLEANING. 

Some  weeks  since,  we  spoke  of  the  good  effects 
of  the  appointment  of  a  new  City  Inspector  in  New 
York.  After  many  vain  attempts  to  nominate  a 
person  for  that  office  who  would  be  acceptable  to 

the  City  Fathers,  the  Mayor  proposed  the  name  of 
one  of  their  own  number,  Mr.  F.  I.  A.  Boole.  In 

accepting  the  position  thus  unexpectedly  thrust 
upon  him,  Mr.  Boole  pledged  himself  to  the  task 
of  immediately  cleansing  the  streets,  which  were 
in  a  very  filthy  condition. 

With  what  success  he  has  addressed  himself  to 

the  labor  he  undertook,  may  be  judged  by  the 
statement  that  during  the  past  five  weeks  Mr. 
Boole  has  had  1,400,000  cart  loads  of  manure, 
filth,  and  garbage  removed  from  the  streets  !  No 
wonder  that  New  York  has  had  the  unenviable  re- 

putation of  being  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  cities 

in  the  world !  We  trust  that  the'  good  work  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Boole  will  be  continued,  and  that 

his  example  will  prove  contagious.  ^ 
The  sanitary  condition  of  Philadelphia,  we  fear, 

is  likely  to  suffer  sadly  from  neglect  of  cleanliness. 
The  streets  of  this  city  have  been  much  neglected, 
and  it  need  not  surprise  our  readers  if  they  find  the 
mortality  of  this  city  increasing,  while  that  of 
New  York  is  diminishing.  It  would  seem,  from 

discussions  in  our  City  Councils,  that  the  Con- 
tractor for  cleaning  the  streets  has  neglected  his 

duties,  and  two  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment are  at  loggerheads  as  to  which  should  attend 

to  the  business.  In  the  meantime  the  accumula- 

tion of  filth,  and  the  noisome  exhalations  from  the 
street  gutters  give  no  ground  to  hope  for  favorable 
sanitary  reports  during  the  sickly  months  whose 
cycle  has  just  commenced. 

Prof.  SCA.NZONI  has  gone  to  St.  Petersburg  to 
attend  the  Empress  of  Russia  during  her  con- 
finement. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Long  Island  College  Hospital. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospital  was  held  in  Brooklyn  on 
the  2d  inst.  The  number  of  matriculants  during 
the  term  was  ffty,  and  the  number  of  graduates 
sixteen.  The  Hippocratic  oath  was  administered 
to  the  graduates  by  Dr.  Mitchell.  The  address 
to  the  graduates  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Austin 
Flint,  and  the  valedictory  on  the  part  of  the 
graduates  by  Alfred  W.  Mekeill,  of  New  York. 

Army  Medical  Museum. 

We  are  indebted  to  Surgeon-General  Hammond 
for  a  copy  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Army  Medical 
Museum  to  January  1,  1863.  At  that  date  the 
Surgical  section  contained  959,  and  the  Medical 
section  106  specimens.  The  Museum  also  con- 

tained 289  specimens  of  misciles. 
Under  proper  care  and  cultivation,  the  Museum 

will  become  a  very  valuable  pathological  cabinet. 
Dr.  Hammond  is  an  excellent  physiologist  and  his 
assistants,  Drs.  Woodward  and  Beinton,  are  first 
rate  pathologist. 

Philadelphia  Dental  College, 
In  our  advertising  columns  will  be  found  the 

announcement  of  the  first  course  of  Lectures  in 
the  Philadelphia  Dental  College.  This  is  the 
second  dental  college  in  this  city.  Its  founders, 
regarding  Philadelphia  as  the  great  centre  of 
Medical  education,  claim  that  it  may  be  made  the 
centre  of  Dental  education  as  well. 

This  is  very  true,  and  we  predict  that  the  effect 
of  opening  a  new  Dental  College  here  will  be,  by 
the  second  session,  to  double  the  number  of  den- 

tal students  in  this  city. 
A  very  small  proportion  of  those  who  practice 

dentistry  are  graduates  at  all,  and  if  a  reasonable 
multiplicity  of  schools  shall  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  number  of  scientifically  educated 
dentists,  so  much  the  better. 

The  gentlemen  connected  with  this  institution 
are  favorably  known  in  this  city,  and  we  doubt 
not  the  enterprize  will  command  success. 

Medical  Department  of  Yale  College. 
Dr.  Leonard  J.  Sanford,  of  New  Haven,  has 

been  elected  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  College.  Dr. 

Sanford' s  education  and  acquirements  render  his 
selection  for  this  responsible  position  a  very  pro- 

per one,  and  we  have  no  doubt  he  will  fill  it  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  institution.  The 
former  occupant  of  the  chair  was  the  late  Dr. 
Charles  Hooker. 
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[Vol.  X. An  Engineer  Regiment. 

Our  friend  Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  of  the  Polytecli- 

nic  College  in  this  city,  has  "been  selected  by 
Government  to  raise  an  Engineer  regiment  for 
service  in  the  army.  Such  a  regiment  will  find  a 
plenty  of  useful  employment  in  building  bridges 
and  doing  other  pioneer  work  of  a  marching  army, 
in  planning  fortifications  and  intrenchments,  lay- 

ing out  camping  grounds,  etc. ,  etc. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  :PR0M  W.  N.  COTE,  M.  D. 

Geneva,  June  z^tb,  1863. 
Electricity. 

Mr.  Editor  : — M.  A.  De  la  Rive,  of  this  city, 
publishes  an  interesting  paper  on  the  propagation  of 
electricity  through  rarilied  elastic  fluids.  Starting 
from  M.  Grassiot's  experiments,  proving  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  an  absolute  vacuum  does  not  transmit 
electricity,  M.  de  la  Rive  commenced  a  series  of 
researches  on  hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  two  simple 
and  unalterable  gases,  which,  although  differing  con- 

siderably in  chemical  and  physical  properties,  have 
yet  one  important  property  in  common,  viz. :  That 
of  exercising  no  action  on  metals.  To  measure  the 
clastic  force  of  these  gases,  he  employed  a  nano- 

meter delicate  enough  to  manifest  a  difference  of 
pressure  as  small  as  one-fiftieth  of  a  millimeter,  (a 
millimeter  being  equal  to  about  half  a  line.)  The 
intensity  of  the  electric  jet  was  determined  by  two 
platinum  wires  passing  through  distilled  water, 
which  formed  part  of  the  principal  circuit,  and  com- 

municating with  the  ends  of  a  very  sensitive  gal- 
vanometer. The  distance  between  the  two  extremities 

of  the  platinum  wires  might  be  varied  by  means 
of  a  micromctric  screw,  so  that  the  derived  current 
might  always  produce  the  same  deviation  in  the  gal- 

vanometer, say  30  deg.,  for  instance.  The  gases  to 
be  experimented  on  were  inclosed  in  tubes  of  about 
two  inches.  The  electrodes,  consisting  of  platinum 
balls,  could,  if  necessary,  be  even  brought  into 
contact.  The  facts  brought  to  light  by  these  experi- 

ments arc : 
1.  That  when  the  gases  above  alluded  to  have  ar- 

rived at  a  degree  of  rarefaction  approaching  to  that 
which  corrcpponds  to  their  maximum  conducting 
power,  the  latter  is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  length 
to  be  gone  through. 

2.  That,  as  the  pressure  diminishes,  that  is,  as  the 
gas  becomes  more  rarefied,  the  jet  of  llame  becomes 
continuous,  the  flame  itself  appears  divided  into 
Btrata,  and  at  length  a  black  space,  which  gradually 
increases,  separates  the  extremity  of  the  luminous 
column,  from  the  negative  electrode,  which  becomes 
enveloped  in  a  bluish  atmosphere. 

3.  That  if,  when  the  pressure  has  been  greatly  re- 
duced, a  small  quantity  of  gas  be  admitted  into  the 

tube  at  the  negative,  while  the  electricity  is  still 
flowing,  annular  rose-colored  stripes  are  suddenly 
perceived  in  the  black  space  ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
gas  be  re-admitted  at  the  positive  end,  a  thin  but 
brilliant  jet  of  light  will  be  seen  darting  through 
the  luminous  columns,  which  latter  will  at  once  in- 

vade the  whole  black  space  near  the  negative  elec- 
trode. 

4.  That  there  exists  a  difference  of  temperatiire 
between  the  black  space  near  the  negative  electrode, 
and  the  luminous  part  near  the  opposite  one. 

5.  That  if  an  electro-magnet  be  placed  on  the  side 
of  the  black  space,  the  conducting  power  of  the 
medium  diminishes  in  the  ratio  of  30  deg.  to  10  deg. ; 
if  on  the  contrary  it  be  placed  near  the  positive  elec- 

trode, there  is  no  variation,  while,  if  it  lie  between, 
the  variation  is  from  30  deg.  to  25  deg.,  and 

6.  That  magnetism  will  give  the  luminous  jet  a 
rotatory  motion  which  will  increase  to  100  revolutions 
per  minute. 

Fissure  of  Anus  in  Children. 

Dr.  Gauthier,  of  Geneva,  gives  some  interesting 
details  on  the  fissure  of  the  anus  in  children.  The 
attention  of  the  profession  has  been  called  to  this 
disease  only  within  the  last  few  years.  Although  it 
is  generally  considered  as  a  comparatively  rare  affec- 

tion, yet  Dr.  Gauthier  shows  that  it  is  exceedingly 
common,  especially  in  children,  and  that  this  disease 
is,  in  most  cases,  the  cause  of  constipation,  and 
other  symptoms  presenting  all  the  characteristics  of 
cerebral  congestions,  dyspepsia,  gastralgia,  and  tym- 

pany. As  a  general  rule  will  be  found  in  the  anal 
region  a  superficial  ulceration,  which  occupies,  in 
the  form  of  a  sulcus  or  irregular  groove,  the  mucous 
membrane  and  radiated  folds  of  fine  skin  that  are 
fused  into  each  other  near  the  verge  of  the  anus.  It 
is  not  an  easy  task,  always  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  furrow  without  the  assistance  of  the  speculum 
or  the  introduction  of  a  finger  into  the  rectum.  The 
fissure  seldom  penetrates  through  the  substance  of 
the  mucous  membrane.  It  occupies  the  back  and 
sides  of  the  anus,  is  rough,  irregular,  and  reddish  on 
the  bottom,  when  spread  open,  and  its  projected 
margins  indurated,  protuberant,  or  serrated.  There 
are  three  varieties  of  fissure,  according  to  Dupuy- 
tren — above,  below,  and  on  a  level  with  the  sphinc- 

ter. Dr.  Gauthier  has  never  found  it  above  the 
sphincter  in  the  case  of  children.  The  cause  of  the 
anal  fissure  has  been  attributed  to  the  spasmodic 
action  of  the  sphincter  muscles,  but  our  author  is 
under  the  impression  that  fissure  always  precedes 
the  anal  constriction,  and  that  even  in  examples  of 
anal  stricture  without  fissure  and  independent  of  all 
traumatic  lesion,  the  patient,  in  his  youth,  had  had 

i  fissure  of  the  anus  which  had  momentarily  cicatrized. 
A  lymphatic  temperament  and  scrofula  predispose  to 
this  disease,  owing  to  the  mucous  or  purulent  exuda- 

tions of  the  memln-anes  to  which  they  give  rise.  It 
may  be  caused  also  by  intestinal  worms,  especially 
tlic  thread  or  maw-worms.  As  regards  the  treat- 

ment, Dr.  Gauthier  advises,  in  most  cases  of  the 
kind,  the  introduction  of  rectum  bougies,  covered 
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with  an  ointment  composed  of  hog's  lard,  rantahia, 
and  belladonna.  In  a  few  days,  the  symptoms  are 
60  mitigated  generally  as  to  supercede  the  necessity 
of  other  applications.  In  some  instances,  however, 
nothing  less  than  the  caustic  will  answer  the  purpose 
of  effecting  a  cure.  The  lunar  caustic  should  be 
tried  only  after  more  simple  remedies,  such  as  opiate 
and  mercurial  lotions,  have  failed.  In  one  case  only 
Dr.  Gauthier  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  more 
violent  treatment.  He  effected  a  cure  by  intro- 

ducing successively  into  the  rectum  three  fingers 
— the  constriction  of  the  sphincter  then  gave  way 
and  the  young  patient  recovered.  The  use  of  the 
bistoury  has  never  been  found  necessary. 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 

DOMESTIC. 

A  CASE  OF  PHAIfTOM  TUMOK. 

Washington,  N.  J.,  July  20,  1863. 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  :— Mrs.  R., 

aged  about  twenty-five,  having  been  married  about 
eight  months,  conceived  herself  to  be  pregnant,  and 
began  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  the 
event,  which  was  expected  to  take  place  in  the  course 
of  two  months.  I  was  called  upon  as  her  medical 
adviser,  but  she,  being  of  a  good  constitution  and 
healthy,  nothing  was  required  at  the  time.  Proper 
advice  was  given,  and  the  expected  period  was  pa- 

tiently waited  for.  The  supposed  period  of  confine- 
ment arrived,  and  so  did  the  nurse.  After  waiting 

two  weeks,  I  was  again  called  for  the  purpose  of 
consultation,  everything  seeming  to  be  regular  and 
only  ordinary  inconvenience  experienced.  I  coun- 

selled patience,  presuming  that  an  error  in  time  had 
been  made.  Two  weeks  more  elapsed,  and  again  I 
was  called  ;  I  now  made  more  particular  inquiry,  but 
nothing  could  be  elicited  that  would  indicate  that 
conception  had  not  taken  place  at  the  time  specified. 
Cessation  of  the  menses,  morning  sickness,  enlarge- 

ment of  the  abdomen  and  breasts,  the  peculiar  are- 
olar discoloration,  had  all  made  their  appearance  at 

the  proper  time  and  in  their  regular  course.  Quick- 
ening had  also  occurred  at  its  proper  period  after  the 

supposed  time  of  conception.  The  sensations  of 
quickening,  as  related  by  her,  were  usual ;  nothing 
in  the  whole  case  was  a  departure  from  the  ordinary 
history  of  such  cases.  I  again  counselled  patience, 
as  the  case  did  not  seem  to  warrant  any  interference. 
Two  or  three  weeks  now  elapsed,  when,  patience  be- 

coming exhausted,  I  was  called  upon  again,  and 
now  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  a  thorough  exami- 

nation per  vaginam  and  by  auscultation,  when,  to 
my  own  astonishment  and  that  of  my  patient,  I  be- 

came satisfied  that  she  was  not  pregnant. 
I  immediately  prescribed  purgatives,  emmena- 

gogues,  salt  bathing,  change  of  air,  out-door  exer- 
cise, riding  in  carriage,  and  as  soon  as  practicable,  on 

horse-back.  The  patient  left  on  the  next  day,  and  I 
saw  nothing  of  her  for  six  months  ;  she  was  then 
entirely  well.    On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  immedi- 

ately on  commencing  her  course  of  treatment  she 
began  to  feel  relief.  The  abdomen  began  to  dimin- 

ish in  size,  the  breasts  to  become  flaccid,  and  a  grad- 
ual return  to  a  healthy  condition  took  place.  This 

change  was  entirely  gradual,  no  unusual  or  sudden 
discharge  of  flatus,  fseces,  menses,  or  water,  taking 
place.  In  fact,  there  had  been  no  accumulation  of 
either  during  the  abnormal  condition  of  the  system. 
All  the  functions  of  the  organs  of  the  body  being 
performed  regularly  and  properly,  except  the  men- 

strual flow,  which  took  place  some  three  months 
after  the  patient  left  my  charge,  and  then  in  a  per- 

fectly healthy  manner.  She  has  since  borne  four 
children,  all  healthy,  and  in  neither  case  has  there 
been  aught  to  require  medical  interference  from  the 
period  of  conception  to  confinement.  In  a  conver- 

sation in  relation  to  the  birth  of  the  last  child,  she 
stated  that  nothing  had  occurred  during  gestation 
with  her  children  that  she  did  not  experience  in  the 
first  instance. 

I  report  this  case  as  being  one  full  of  interest  from 
the  peculiarities  connected  with  it,  and  so  entirely 
different  from  the  reports  of  what  might  be  consi- 

dered similar  cases,  and  invite  a  solution  of  the  phe- 
nomenon from  the  profession. 

John  V.  Mattison,  M.  D. 

"  caIjOMeii  and  tartar  emetic— ESII- 
nent  members  of  the  profes- 

SlOlSr,"  ETC. 
Ithaca,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  \ 

July  18, 1863.  ; 

Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. — It  seems  to 
me  that  a  little  practical  common  sense  will  fully  reply 
to  the  Surgeon-General's  Order  "No.  6."  Calomel 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  by  any  one  who  knows  its 
value.  It  is  too  old  and  simple  a  remedy  to  justify 
any  abuse,  that  is,  any  injury  done  by  it. 
My  answer  to  what  extent  do  I  use  mercury,  is,  in 

greater  or  less  quantities  in  two-thirds  of  my  patients 
or  cases.  I  do  not,  indeed,  regard  mercury  as  indis- 

pensable, but  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  do 
without  it.  For  example,  in  the  question  of  rail- 

roads versus  canals,  the  road  is  very  convenient, 
swift  and  sure,  yet  not  indispensable.  Again,  I 
could  walk  to  Philadelphia,  but  would  rather  go  on 
a  canal  or  horse-back,  or  any  way  but  sweat  at  a 
three-mile-an-hour  foot  jog.  I  cannot  see  how  sur- 

geons in  the  army  could  do  without  calomel. 
In  my  own  practice,  I  find  I  use  but  four  mercuri- 

als, calomel,  yellow  iodide  of  mercury,  the  two  oint- 
ments, the  blue  and  the  nitrate,  and  I  ought  to  add 

the  blue  mass.  Of  late,  the  mild  or  yellow  iodide  of 
mercury  grows  in  my  esteem.  It  is  easily  prepared 
in  one's  own  office  by  one's  own  hands,  cheap,  and 
more  quickly  acts  on  the  sj^stem  than  any  other 
form  for  any  purpose.  It  is  a  free  cathartic ;  it  is 
in  a  very  brief  period  absorbed  and  in  the  circulation ; 
it  is  as  safe  and  as  mild  as  any  of  the  mercurials, 
and  its  over-dose  can  be  more  quickly  cheeked  by 
chlorate  of  potash.  It  can  be  given  in  large  doses 
as  well  as  small,  and  does  not  annoy  the  patient. 
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[Vol.  X. My  rule  is  never  to  salivate.    As  soon  as  the  breath  | 
gniells  slightly  of  the  article,  I  use  freely  the  invalu-  \ 
ails  clieck  of  chlorate  of  potash.    If  I  compare  mer- ! 
cury  to  the  locomotive,  then  chlorate  of  potash  is  I 
the  throttle  yalye  that  rules  the  monster  steam.    If  | 
the  Surgeon-General  of. the  United  States  will  instruct 
his  "  young  and  inexperienced  officers,"  (see  circu- 

lar June  17th,  1863,)  in  the  use  of  this  one  article, 
no  more  "  cases  of  sloughing  phagedena,"  (see  As- 

sistant Surgeon's  St.  Louis  circular.  May  7th,  1863,) 
need  be  reported. 

I  know  that  in  private  practice  a  stupid-minded 
man  will  swallow  a  dose  of  mercury,  and  neglect  the  } 
oil,  salts,-  or  pills  to  cause  the  cathartic  to  act.  1 1 
know  that  the  little  powders  or  medicines  will  be  [ 
taken  the  day  you  call  on  a  patient,  and  the  "  calo- ! 
mel  powder"  be  left  untaken ;  and  when  ten  days  i 
or  a  month  after  the  patient  is  again  sick,  he  will  j 

swallow  the  calomel  on  Zu'.s  own  responsibility  an^.  call  : 
you  to  see  his  "sore  mouth  and  gums,"  just  as! 
though  you  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  And  I  do  | 
not  believe  the  army  exempt  from  contingencies,  j 
But  how  a  man  of  decent  common  sense  can  have  an  j 
ulcer  or  "  phagedena  of  the  cheek,"  (see  Assistant  I 
Surgeon-General's  circular,  May  7th,  1863,)  with  | 
chlorate  of  potash  in  the  list  of  medicines,  is  be- 

yond my  comj)rehension.  And  how,  after  these 

many  years'  use  of  this  article  in  Europe  and  Amer-  j 
ica,  he  can  be  ignorant  of  chlorate  of  potash,  and  | 
call  himself  an  intelligent  practitioner,  I  cannot  ' 
understand.  If  the  Surgeon-General  will  issue  three  ' 
pounds  of  chlorate  of  potash  to  every  half  pound  of  ; 
calomel,  the  abuse  of  mercury  need  never  again  be 
named. 

Again,  I  say  of  chlorate  of  potash  as  of  iodide  of  i 
mercury,  it  can  be  used  as  one  pleases,  in  a  few  j 
grains  at  a  time,  or  it  may  be  given  in  drachm  doses 
every  two  hours  till  salivation  is  stopped.    Of  the  j 
comparatively  new  remedies,  these  two  are  safe  as  to 
all  reasonable  use.    Not  being  one  of  the  "more 
eminent  members  of  the  profession,"  (see  circular, 
June  12th,)  I  did  not  receive  the  circular  from  the 
Surgeon-General's  office.   And  being  only  middle- 

,  aged  and  no  politician,  I  can  only  claim  the  honor  of 
having  gone  to  Washington,  with  my  own  private 
instruments  of  the  best  make,  and  offered  the  Sur- 

geon-General a  month's  time  gratuitously,  and  being 
told  no  one  was  needed,  at  a  time  when  at  least  three 
thousand  lay  with  undressed  wounds. 

But  private  Insults  aside,  the  circular  of  the  Sur- 
geon-General I  believe  has  surprised  the  profession 

generally,  no  matter  liow  much  needed. 
The  arlieles  mentioned  by  Edwaud  Parrish  in 

the  July  4th  number  of  the  Rkporteu  I  constantly 
use.  They  will  never  Ij<;  wholly  discarded  by  those 
who  once  have  learned  their  use.  Yet  they  can 
never  supersede  iodine,  mercury,  or  other  well-tried 
articles. 

I  have  forgotten  to  say  that  I  do  not  use  tartar 
emetic.  I  believe  that,  except  for  inflammatory  con- 
gfistive  croup,  ijleurisy,  and  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  the  article  had  better  be  utterly  discarded ; 

and  that  most  cases  of  the  diseases  just  named  can 
better  be  treated  without  than  with  it.  The  use  of  it 
must  be  very  rare  indeed  in  the  army.  I  say  this  of 
tartar  emetic  notwithstanding  the  heroic  virtues  once 
claimed  for  it  in  so  many  diseases. Tours,  &c., 

S.  J.  Parker,  M.  D. 

News  and  Miscellany, 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 

ITassaehusetts. — Dr.  Ctrus  Temple,  Heath. 
Iowa. — Dr.  J.  T.  Kexxedt,  Tipton. 
New  York. — Drs.  Sam'l  Lendress,  Dansville  ;  M. 

A.  Gushing,  Glenn's  Falls  ;  Marcus  T.  Peake,  Glo- versville. 

Appointments. 
Drs.  Shepherd,  Karper,  and  Magoefin,  late  Re- 

sident Physicians  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and 
Dr.  T.  T.  Price,  of  Tuckerton,  N.  J.,  have  received 
appointments  as  Assistant  Surgeons  at  the  Mower 
U.  S.  A.  Hospital,  (Chestnut  Hill,)  in  this  city. 

Detailed  for  Duty. 
The  following  medical  officers  have  been  detailed 

for  duty  connected  with  the  draft  in  the  following 
States,  and  Avill  report  at  once  by  letter  to  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal-General. 

Fo7'  ATaine,  New  Hampshire^  and  Vermont. — Assist- 
ant Surgeon  H.  E.  Brown,  U.  S.  A. 

For  Massac7iusetts.—8\xrgeoii  A.  A.  McLaren.  U. 
S.  A. 

For  New  York. — Assistant  Surgeon  W.  Webster, 
U.  S.  A. 

For  jRliode  Island  and  Connecticut. — Surgeon  L.  A. 
Edwards,  U.  S.  A. 

For  Pennsylvania. — Assistant  Surgeon  C.  H.  Axden, 
U.  S.  A. 

Surgeon  R.  B.  McCoy,  United  States  Volunteers, 
now  on  duty  at  Balfour  General  Hospital,  Ports- 

mouth, Va.,  has  been  ordered  to  report  in  person  to 
Brig. -Gen.  Jas.  Carleton,  commanding  Department 
of  New  Mexico. 

Surgeon  A.  P.  Matlert,  now  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Purveyor  in  that  city. 

Ohio  College  of  Dental  Surgery. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Ohio  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery  will  commence  on  the  first 

Monday  of  November,  and  continue  till  the  20th  of 
February  succeeding. 

Compressed  Bread. 
To  replace  the  indigestible  hard  biscuit  used  in  the 

French  army  and  navy,  a  preparation  of  compressed 
bread  has  been  introduced.  Small  loaves,  baked  In 
tins,  are  thoroughly  dried,  and  then  pressed  into 
cakes  (four  inches  square  and  three  ciuarters  of  an 
inch  thick)  by  a  machine,  invented  and  patented  by 
M.  Marinoni,  of  Paris.  The  cakes  recover  their 
original  dimensions  when  put  into  water. 

Rebel  Wounded  at  David's  Island,  Y. 
There  are  at  the  hospitals  on  David's  Island  two 

thousand  eight  hundred  wounded  rebel  prisoners. 
They  receive  treatment  and  care  as  thorough  and  as 
good  as  are  given  our  own  soldiers.  The  medical 
and  nursing  attendance  is  provided  by  the  Govern- 
menr,  and  somewhat  by  private  donation,  and  is  in 
every  respect  such  as  the  sick  and  forlorn  should  re- 

ceive in  a  Christian  country. 
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Un fermented  Bread. 

This  new  system  of  bread-making  was  the  result 
of  a  long  course  of  experiments  by  Messrs.  Perry 
and  Fitzgerald,  the  original  Inventors,  who  resided 
in  New  York.  A  patent  was  obtained  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
business  is  carried  on  to  a  very  large  extent  in  Eng- land. 

The  business  was  introduced  into  this  city  by  Mr. 
W.  E.  Camp,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  who  located 
his  bakery  on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Buttonwood 
streets,  and  erected  facilities  for  the  manufacture  of 
about  fifty  barrels  of  flour  per  day  into  the  bread.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that  lai-gely  increased  facili- ties would  be  necessary  to  supply  the  demand,  and 
th6  building  occupied  by  him  was  extended  suffi- 

ciently to  receive  additional  ovens  and  other  machi- 
nery sufficient  to  convert  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour 

into  the  bread  every  twenty-four  hours. The  demand  for  this  bread  has  been  variable  to  the 
present  time,  but  constantly  increases  of  late  among 
families. 

At  the  present  time  the  average  of  sales  is  over 
fifty  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  which  is  distributed  in 
all  parts  of  the  city  to  regular  subscribers. 

The  process  is  perfectly  cleanly,  as  the  dough  is 
not  touched  by  the  hands  during  the  kneading,  and 
is  made  light  by  the  infusion  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
by  mechanical  means,  so  that  there  is  no  chemical 
change  effected  in  the  constituents  of  the  flour,  and 
no  drugs  of  any  sort  are  used,  leaving  a  perfectly 
pure  loaf  free  from  all  objectionable  matter. 

On  the  1st  of  January  last,  Mr.  Camp  associated 
with  him  Messrs.  Thos.  Potter  and  Geo.  C.  Bower, 
who  are  well  known  in  this  community  as  men  of 
large  means  and  thorough  business  habits,  and  if 
anything  was  needed  to  inspire  the  fullest  confidence 
of  the  public  in  the  character  of  the  concern  and 
give  a  pledge  of  its  success,  this  must  be  fully  met 
by  the  accession  of  these  gentlemen. 

In  connection  with  the  unfermented  bread,  this 
establishment  is  now  manufacturing  a  great  variety 
of  cakes  and  crackers  of  a  superior  quality,  designed 
particulai-ly  for  family  use. The  crackers  are  not  made  by  the  unfermented 
plan,  but  after  the  old  method. 

Bread  is  now  being  successfully  manufactured  by 
the  new  process  in  many  of  our  larger  cities,  and  is 
highly  prized  by  many  Avho  suffer  from  fevers,  dys- 

pepsia, and  similar  complaints. 
We  constantly  use  this  bread  in  our  family,  and 

can  give  unqualified  testimony  to  its  uniform  excel- 
lence. We  regard  it  as  particularly  well  adapted  to 

the  use  of  dyspeptics,  and  persons  troubled  with 
flatulence. 

The  "Wounded  at  Gettysburg. 
Dr.  Gordon  Winslow  writes  as  follows,  under 

date  of  Gettysburg,  July  27th  : 
"  You  have  ere  this  learned  that  I  am  again  in  the field  with  the  Sanitary  Commission.  It  is  a  field 

with  which  I  am  familiar,  I  believe,  in  all  its  parts. 
Few,  however,  know  or  imagine  the  value  of  its  ope- 

rations except  those  who  see  the  absolute  necessities 
not  to  say  luxuries  supplied  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers.  The  wagons  and  agents  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission  were  on  the  field,  in  the  very  midst  of 
battle,  long  before  any  other  supplies  were  within 
reach.  In  fact,  two  ivagons,  with  the  drivers  and 
agents,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  arc  not 
yet  released,  so  far  as  we  know.  The  rebels,  how- 

ever, have  uniformly  been  treated  with  so  much 
kindness  and  consideration  by  the  commission,  that 
it  is  presumed  they  will  not  long  retain  those  of  their 
agents  who  were  taken  without  arms,  and  Avhile  dis- 

pensing mercies  to  the  wounded,  both  friend  and  foe. 
My  first  work  was  to  visit  all  the  rebel  hospitals,  ob- 

tain the  number  of  wounded,  attendants,  physicians. 

etc.,  etc.  In  hospitals  exclusively  devoted  to  them, 
I  found  some  seven  thousand,  and  in  other  portions 
of  the  field,  where  they  were  mingled  with  Union 
men,  about  the  same  number.  In  all,  the  Avounded 
on  our  side  amounts  to  fourteen  thousand  two  hun- 

dred, (14,200)  and  on  the  rebel  side  to  about  sixteen 
to  eighteen  thousand,  (16,000  to  18,000). 

The  killed  were  nearly  equally  divided,  amounting 
to  about  ten  thousand,  (10,000)  making  an  aggre- 

gate of  killed  and  wounded  forty  thousand  and  two 
hundred,  (40,200) — quite  a  little  army.  It  has  been 
our  work  to  take  care,  as  far  as  possible,  of  this 
army  of  wounded  men,  or  rather  to  supply  material 
for  others  to  do  it.  All  the  hospitals  make  their  re- 

quisitions regularly  and  freely  for  all  imaginable  ne- 
cessities. We  have  for  the  last  two  weeks  been  send- 

ing ofi:  by  rail  some  six  or  eight  hundred  daily,  all 
of  whom  we  feed  at  the  depot,  and  have  large  tanks 
of  water  placed  in  the  cars,  a  surgeon  and  attend- 

ants with  stimulants,  and  anodynes,  &c.,  &c.  We 
have  a  large  depot  at  the  railroad  station,  with  tents 
to  accommodate  some  three  or  four  hundred,  which 
have  been  full  nearly  all  the  time,  day  and  night, 
though  regularly  shipped  twice  a  day.  As  soon  as 
one  crowd  left  another  came,  all  waiting,  as  at  the 
pool,  for  their  chance  for  healing  meats  and  drinks 
and  for  conveyance  to  some  distant  hospital.  I  have 
had  the  charge  of  all  the  depai'tments  for  some  two 
weeks  ;  it  gives  tne  full  employment.  We  are  now 
erecting  tents  at  the  general  hospital  for  our  stores, 
and  probably,  in  a  week  or  two,  shall  find  it  unneces- 

sary to  remain  longer  in  the  city.  The  battle-field  is 
very  extensive,  and  is  visited  by  thousands.  I  ex- 

pect to  be  ordered  to  the  front  before  long,  perhaps 
in  a  week  or  two." 

Meteorology  for  July. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Pre.'^s  furnishes  the 
following  meteorological  statistics  for  the  month  of 
July,  1862  and  1863,  also  the  average  for  thirteen 
years.  During  the  past  month  there  were  twenty- seven  cloudy  days. 

July, 
July, 

July. 

1863. 1862. 13  years. 

Thermometer. 

88.  O'' 95.  5^ 
100.  5° 

65.  0 53.  0 

53.  0 

Mean  daily  range. 3.22 4.23 
3.70 

Means  at  7,  A.  M.. 74.40 
71.13 73.79 

Means  at  2,  P.  M.. 80.24 82.06 83.42 

Means  at  9,  P.  M.. 76.32 
73.60 76.18 

Means  for  mouth.. 76.99 
75.60 77.80 

Days  rain  fell  
19  days. 10  days. 11.3  days. 

Amt.  rain  in  inchs. 5.690  in. 2.841  in. 3.812  in. 

Barometer. 
29.988  in. 30.156  in. 30.212  in. 29.524 29.4S7 

29.443 Mean  daily  range.. 0.079 0.107 0.092 
Means  at  7,  A.  M.. 

29.800 29.743 29.842 
Means  at  2,  P.  M.. 29.780 29.724 29.813 
Means  at  9,  P.  M.. 29.807 29.731 29.829 Means  for  month.. 29.796 29.733 29  82S Mean  dir'cn  wind. S.  11°  W. S.  58'.°  W. S,  58 i°  W. 

The  changes  of  temperature  Averc  less  during  the 
last  month  than  ever  before  observed.  The  highest 

temperature  was  lower,  and  the  lowest  higher  "than usual. 
The  warmest  day  was  the  26th,  with  a  mean  tem- 

perature of  81.67°.  The  coldest  day  was  the  17th— 
mean  temperature  70.5°. 

The  number  of  rainy  days  was  greater  than  ever 
before  observed  for  the  month  of  July.  The  nearest 
approach  to  it  was  in  July,  1861,  and  July,  1S53,  in 
each  of  whicli  there  Avere  fourteen  rainy  davs.  The 
amount  of  rain  was  exceeded  in  1853  and  in  1855. 

J.  A.  R. 
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[Vol,  X. Gross'  Military  Surgery. 
An  edition  of  Dr.  Gross'  Manual  of  Military  Sur- 

gery has  been  published  in  the  insurgent  States.  It 
makes  a  book  nearly  twice  the  size  of  the  original 
edition. 

Artificial  Petrifaction  of  Animal  Tissue. 
In  one  of  his  interesting  European  letters  to  the 

Amcr.  Med.  Times,  descriptive  of  the  principal  hos- 
pital and  other  medical  institutions  of  Florence, 

Prof.  Chas.  a.  Lee  thus  notices  a  very  important 
discovery,  a  knowledge  of  which  appears  to  have 
been  lost  throiigh  the  cold  indifference  to  new  ideas 
and  narrow  prejudice  auainst  progress  which  so  gen- 

erally prevails,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  science 
and  the  injury  of  those  noble  pioneers  of  truth  who 
promote  its  advancement. 

"  In  the  museum  of  this  school,  also,  are  the  cele- 
brated preparations  of  Legato,  who  died  about  thirty 

years  ago.  This  celebrated  anatomist  discovered  a 
mode  of  changing  all  animal  tissues  into  stone  with- 

out changing  their  form  or  color  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, and  even  preserving  the  natural  flexibility  of 

the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  joints,  etc.  Here  is  a 
tablet,  perhaps  a  foot  and  a  half  square,  inlaid  with 
splendid  mosaics  in  ornamental  figures,  consisting 
entirely  of  the  various  textures  of  tfie  body  converted 
into  stone,  hard  and  smooth  as  polished  marble. 
For  example,  a  portion  of  liver,  lung,  spleen,  skin, 
kidney,  penis,  uterus,  cartilage,  muscle,  brain,  nerve, 
spinal  cord,  rncraln-ane,  eye,  bone,  etc.,  etc.,  all retaining  theii  natural  color,  and  readily  recognized 
by  the  anatomist.  This  celebrated  genius  did  not 
meet  with  that  encouragement  which  he  expected  and 
deserved  for  his  most  important  discovery,  the  gov- 

ernment entirely  ignoring  his  valuable  services,  and 
the  secret  accoi-fliimiy  perished  with  him.  Among 
the  animals  cnm  ertiMl  into  stone  I  noticed  the  rat, 
cat,  spider,  IIsIk  s,  etc.,  all  looking  perfectly  natu- 

ral."— LrarjfjhU^  Circular. 

METEOBOLOGY. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORKESPOITDENTS. 
43?"  Corrps'pondknfs  will  ̂ Aease  notice  our  reiterctted  re- qii^jst  to  give  their  fall  addrtss  in  their  coraraunications  to 

U8.  Our  corres'pondf-.nce  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- sary for  vs  always  to  knnvj  the  Town,  County  and  State from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 
Dr.  J.  jr.,  Pernisylvania. — We  can  get  yon  a  set  of  bleached 

bones  not  wired  for  ;^20.  A  wired  skeleton,  bleached,  will  cost 
from  ̂ 2')  to  J3o. 

Dr.  S.  Y.,  M  1^71". — As  we  understand  the  law,  re-enlistment 
will  not  invalidate  a  pension  dne  for  services  previously  ren- 

dered. A  medical  man  who  does  not  wish  to  enter  the  army 
as  a  sargeon,  might  go  as  a  hospital  steward  or  nurse,  per- haps. 

MARRIED. 

noronrox— Wat^o??.— Oil  'iUcsday,  .Tuly  21,  at  Pt.  Peter's Church,  We^iche.^ter,  by  Itnv.  0  i).  Jackson,  D.  D.,  Henry  G. 
Houghton,  Ev).,  M.  D.,  and  Lydia,  eldest  daughter  of  Wm. 
WatHon,  Eh^  ,  of  W'ilmonnt. 

KAi,Bii— I>AVM.— Ill  Chicago,  HI  ,  Francis  H.  Kales,  Esq. 
and  MiMH  Nfillie  1'.,  danght<?r  <.f  N.  .S.  Da  vis,  M.  D.,  of  that  city. 

Lkwie — ArAV.— At  llie  rf-Hidciue  of  tlie  bride's  father,  on  the 
3'th  of  July,  by  Jicv.  Jcjhn  Thomi)s<ju,  Dr.  a.  II.  Lewie,  of Waf-hingtijn,  D.  C,  to  H.  .Malinda,  youngest  daughter  of  JUr. A.  Merritt  Asay,  of  thi«  city. 

DIED. 

rTBtnoir. — Dr.  Wolfrcd  Nelson,  a  physician  of  xomo  promi- 
nence, died  in  Montreal,  Canada,  on  the  17t)i  of  June,  aged  71 

yearn. 
MMtTH.— In  l)anville,  ■Va.,on  the  10th  inst.,  of  typhoid  fever, Dr.  Walt.T.  P.  hmllh,  son  of  Prof.  N.  Jl.  Hmith,  of  Baltimore, Md. 
Wir.Lf  AMH. — At  Alder  Creek,  Oneida  Connty,  N.  T.,  on  Mon- 

day, July  1.3,  very  fiuddenly,  Harah  Ann  Graham,  wife  of  I'latt WilJiams,  M.       formerly  of  Albany. 

July- 

20, 
21, 

22, 
23, 

24, 
25, 

26. 

Wind  

Weather.  ...j: 

Depth  Rain... 

S. 

Clear. 
S.  W. 
Clear. 

N.  W. 

Clear. 

S.  W. 
Clear. 

S. 

Cl'dy. 

Shw'r 

Th'dr 

Li'ng. 

1-10 

S.  W. 

Clear. Rain. 8-10 
s. 

Clear. 

Shw'r 
Thermometer 
At  8  A.  M 
At  12  M  
At  3  P.  M 

66^ 

75 
80 
83 
76 

68° 

77 
80 

81 76.5 

68° 

6i) 

77 
78 
73 

61° 

72 

80 
80 

73.2 

6o° 

71 
79 
83 

74.5 

68° 

75 

81 
85 

77.2 

69° 

76 

So 
86 
79 

Barometer. 
At  12  M  30.1 29.8 

30.1 

30»1 
.30.1 30 29.9 

Germaidown,  Pa. B.  J.  Leedom. 

VITAI. 
STATISTICS, 

Population  in  I860.. Mortality. 
Male  
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  
Cholera  Infantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus.... Croup  
Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Ery.sipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent 
Fever,  Remittent... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  
Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough  Influenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thrush  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  Cousumption  
Convulsions  
Drop.sy  
Guu-shot  Wounds.. 
Intern peranco  IMarasmus  i'leurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula  
Violence  and  Acc'ts 

§  CO 
565,529    805.651  2)2,418 

266 
97 

92 

263 
222 463 

81.87 359 

70 

22 

385 278 257 

663 
82.30 

4.j5 
lOS 

13 

104 4 

106 

63 
53 
29 
83 

61 

116 

54.61 

177,812 

72 
40.49 

55 
19 

50, 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  tliose  who  arc  not  anthors, 

we  will  state  that  manusckipt  intkndkd  fou  v\m- 
LIOATION  MUST  BE  WKITTICN  ON  nC'T  ONE  SIOE  of  thc 
Hheet.  If  greater  care  was  taken  in  tlie  preparation 
of  copy,  much  trouble  wf)iild  b(!  saved  to  printers, 
and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  l)ack  nuin])ers  (excepting 

Nos.  :{04,  yOf),  y08,  aOD,  and  iilO,  Avhicli  are  still  due, 
and  will  he  sent)  will  i)leaso  reincrnl^er  and  send 
money  to  pay  I'or  them  and  for  prjstage,  as  many  of tiic  numbers  arc  growing  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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Communications. 

DEATH ; 
Causes  which  produce  its  sudden  occurrencs  in 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 

Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 
[Continued  from  page  195.] 

Il.-Perforation  of  the  Pleura. 
This  is  a  frequent  cause  of  sudden  death  in 

phthisis.  It  may  occur  at  any  period  of  the  dis- 
ease after  softening  of  the  tubercular  deposits  has 

.taken  place.  And  the  symptoms  which  mark 
the  accident  are,  with  few  exceptions,  very  pro- 

nounced. The  patient  may  hare  mild,  progressing 
symptoms  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  there 
may  be  no  signs  of  speedy  dissolution,  when  very 
hastily  we  may  be  summoned  to  see  our  patient 
die.  This  was  the  case  with  G-.  D.,  a  young 
and  interesting  patient  of  mine,  who  died  with 

phthisis  several  years  since.  He  had  been  suf- 
fering with  very  mild  symptoms  of  the  malady  for 

about  four  months.  The  tubercular  deposit  was 
confined  to  a  limited  portion  of  the  superior  lobe 

of  the  right  lung,  and  'as  he  had  no  hereditary 
title  to  the  disease,  no  marked  tubercular  diathe- 

sis, good  digestion  and  excellent  sanitary  sur- 
roundings, I  gave  a  favorable  prognosis. 

Imagine  my  disappointment,  when  only  a  few 
days  afterward,  I  was  suddenly  called  to  see  my 
patient  die  with  a  perforation  of  the  pleura. 
When  I  entered  his  room  he  said  he  was  suflFo- 
cating.  I  was  informed  that  about  an  hour  before 
my  visit,  he  had  been  suddenly  seized  with  a 
sharp,  cutting  pain  in  the  right  side,  which  pro- 

duced continual  coughing  and  dyspnoea.  His 
pulse  was  extremely  small  and  weak,  numbering 
one  hundred  and  thirty  per  minute;  skin  cold 
and  clammy;  countenance  pinched  and  expres- 

sive of  great  suffering.  Percussion  on  the  right 
side  of  the  chest  was  much  clearer  than  the  left. 
Auscultation  detected  but  the  faintest  respiratory 
murmurs  of  the  right  side  ;  on  the  left  they  were 
much  louder  than  natural.    His  dyspnoea  gradu- 

ally increased,  his  pulse  became  imperceptible, 
and  after  three  hours  of  the  most  intense  suffering 
he  expired.  This  event  occurred  about  four  hours 
after  the  first  symptom  of  perforation. 

He  had  emaciated  but  very  little.  On  making 
an  incision  into  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  a  large 
quantity  of  air  escaped  with  considerable  noise. 
The  lung,  at  its  superior  part,  was  adherent  to 
the  pleuj^a  costalis  by  several  small,  white  cords. 
Near  the  apex  of  the  superior  lobe  of  the  lung, 
was  situated  a  tubercular  cavity,  capable  of  con- 

taining about  two  ounces  of  fluid,  this  had  dis- 
charged its  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 

by  a  considerable  perforation,  not  very  far  from 
the  superior  part  of  the  sac.  The  walls  of  this 
cavity  were  rugged,  a  few  bands  of  pulmonary 

1  tissue  crossed  it  in  various  directions,  and  near  its 

I  inferior  part  it  was  connected  by  a  pervious  open- 
ing, with  a  bronchial  tube  of  considerable  magni- 

tude. The  surrounding  structure  of  the  lung 
appeared  healthy;  not  a  single  tubercle  being 
found  outside  of  the  cavity.  The  middle  and  in- 

ferior lobes  were  congested,  and  somewhat  denser 
than  common,  but  otherwise  presented  no  marks 
of  disease.  The  pleura  was  slightly  inflamed,  and 
its  cavity  contained  about  four  ounces  of  turbid 

!  sero-purulent  fluid.  The  left  lung  was  very  much 
congested,  buf  in  other  particulars  healthy.  The 
bronchial  mucous  membrane  was  somewhat  redder 
than  usual,  but  in  other  respects  exhibited  no 
signs  of  disease.  The  heart  was  healthy.  The 
other  organs  were  not  examined. 

This  patient  would  in  all  probability  have  re- 
covered from  the  tubercular  malady  if  perforation 

of  the  pleura  had  not  occurred.  The  tubercular 
lesion  was  lijnited;  every  vestige  of  the  local 
deposit  had  been  eliminated,  and  the  cavity 
would,  by  judicious  management,  have  healed 
in  the  course  of  time.  His  vital  powers  were 
suffering  but  little,  and  his  strength  had  been 
improving  up  to  the  time  of  the  fatal  accident.  It 
is  not  common  for  patients  to  succumb  so  rapidly 
as  this  one  did,  from  a  simple  perforation  of  the 
pleura.  The  immediate  entrance  of  the  external 
air  into  the  pleural  cavity,  by  means  of  the  bronchi 
that  terminated  in  the  vomica,  caused  the  lung  to 
collapse  more  rapidly  than  it  would  have  done  if 
there  had  been  no  passage  for  the  external  air. 
The  sudden  ingress  of  air  into  the  pleural  cavity, 
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[Vol.  X. was  too  great  a  shock  for  the  system  to  endure. 
When  a  lung  collapses  from  a  gradual  process  of 
effusion,  the  shock  to  the  system  is  not  so  great, 
and  the  danger  of  immediate  dissolution  is  not  so 
imminent. 

Ill— Perforation  of  the  Intestines. 

Some  .writers  on  phthisis  have  doubted  whether 
this  lesion  ever  occurs  in  this  disorder,  as  the 
result  of  tubercular  deposits  in  the  intestines.  It 
is  unquestionably  of  rare  occurrence,  and  I  have 
frequently  conversed  with  physicians  of  extensive 
experience,  who  have  never  met  with  an  instance 
of  the  kind.  In  my  practice  I  never  met  with  it 
but  in  one  case.  It  was  briefly  described  in  my 
article  on  diarrhoea  as  a  symptom  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  published  in  the  Medical  and  Sukgi 
CAL  Reporter,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  287.  In  typhoid  fever 
this  is  a  common  accident,  causing  the  death  of  a 
large  number  of  patients.  Its  occurrence  is  so 
sudden,  and  the  suffering  that  it  produces  so 
great,  that  it  speedily  terminates  the  existence  of 
the  individual.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen  may  at 
first  be  confined  to  a  small  space,  but  it  soon  ex- 

tends over  the  entire  belly,  and  is  of  the  most 
agonizing  character.  The  pain  is  generally  ac- 

companied by  great  tenderness  on  motion,  or 
pressure  upon  the  abdomen;  tympanic  distention; 
rapid,  feeble,  and  thready  pulse ;  extreme  nausea 
and  vomiting ;  pinched  and  cadaveric  features  ; 
cold  and  clammy  skin ;  and  these  symptoms  are 
speedily  followed  by  death. 

M.  Lours  has  recorded  a  case  of  perforation  of 
the  intestines  that  occurred  during  the  progress 
of  phthisis,  the  pathological  anatomy  of  which  is 
worthy  of  particular  study.  We  will  give  our 
readers  a  brief  description  of  it.  The  patient  had 
suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  about 
four  months,  when  he  was  suddenly  seized  with 
acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  after  a  few  hours 
of  suffering  succumbed  to  his  malady. 

Limited  tubercular  lesions  were  found  in  both 
lungs,  but  the  chief  injury  was  in  the  intestines. 
On  examining  tlie  smaller  intestines,  they  were 
found  rather  larger  than  natural,  offering  exter- 

nally many  grey,  bluish  colored  spots,  and  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  turbid,  roddisli,  and 

moderately  thick  lluid.  dividing  them  into  five 
equal  parts,  the  mucous  membrane  was  liealthy 
in  the  first  and  last.  In  the  remainder  were  nu- 

merous ulcerations,  almost  all  situated  parallel  to 
the  direction  of  the  valvuh-e  conniventes.  Th*; 
largestiwere  in  the  centre  of  the  intestines,  inter- 

secting the  whole  of  its  circumference,  and  leav- 
ing the  muscular  coat  exposed.  Two  among 

them  presented  a  superficies  of  from  four  to  six 
inches;  they  were  greyisli-colored  and  rugged. 

The  muscular  coat  in  the  same  point  was  three- 
quarters  of  a  line  thick,  its  fibres  were  more  brit- 

tle and  less  flexible  than  natural. 

Above  and  below  this  portion  of  the  gut,  ulcera- 
tions existed,  (not  completely  encircling  the  in- 

testines,) whose  edges  were  thick,  but  whose 
centres  were  very  thin,  so  that  the  muscular  coat 
seemed  cut  obliquely.  The  bottom  of  several  con- 

sisted of  peritoneum,  which  was  itself  sometimes 
destroyed,  and  perforation  had  taken  place  in  two 
spots.  Round  one  of  these  perforations  the  serous 
membrane  was  of  a  livid  red  color,  and  for  the 
space  of  four  or  five  lines  exceedingly  thin,  and 
in  all  respects  resembling  those  that  take  place 
in  acute  disease.  Around  the  other  it  was  of  a 
natural  color  and  less  attenuated,  as  if  rather  the 
result  of  tearing,  than  of  any  other  cause. 

The  contents  of  the  larger  intestines  were  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  smaller.  The  muscular  coat 

was  denuded  in  the  whole  circumference  of  the 
caecum,  and  for  about  seven  inches  of  the  ascend- 

ing colon.  It  was  of  a  greyish  color,  with  partial 
but  inconsiderable  loss  of  substance,  and  one  line 
thick.  Below  this,  even  to  the  middle  of  the  trans- 

verse colon,  there  were  other  very  extensive  ulcera- 
tions, exactly  similar  to  the  one  described,  leaving 

the  intervening  mucous  membrane  healthy.  This 
last  was  pale  and  slightly  softened  in  the  descend- 

ing colon  and  rectum.  The  greater  part  of  the 
mesenteric  glands  were  much  increased  in  volume 
and  transformed  into  tubercular  matter.  The  other 
abdominal  viscera  were  healthy.  The  cavity  of  the 
peritoneum  contained  a  little  limpid,  reddish  co- 

lored fluid,  with  a  small  quantity  of  pus. 
This  patient  suffered  with  diarrhoea  from  the 

beginning,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
very  much  emaciated  and  broken  down  with  the 
profuse  discharges  from  his  bowels.  What  influ- 

ence the  perforations  of'the  intestines  may  have 
had,  in  producing  the  sudden  termination  of  the 
case,  is  a  question.  There  had  evidently  been 
considerable  peritonitis,  although  the  appearance 
of  that  membrane  is  not  described.  This  may 
have  existed  previous  to  the  first  symptoms  of  per- 

foration. M.  Louis  is  of  the  opinion  that  these 
perforations  did  not  exist  during  life.  That  the 
death  of  the  patient  was  caused  by  the  number 
and  extent  of  the  ulcerations  in  both  the  smaller 
and  larger  intestines,  liut  we  have  yet  to  learn, 
how  small  a  perforation  of  the  intestines  will  cause 
the  fatal  termination  of  a  case  of  chronic  disease. 
In  the  case  that  I  have  recorded,  the  tubercular 
disease  had  made  but  little  progr(;ss,  the  intes- 

tinal lesion  was  very  small,  and  the  effusion  in 
the  peritoneum  was  very  trifling,  yet  the  patient 
survived  tlie  event  but  a  short  time. 

[To  1)0  continued.] 
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Notes  on  the 
CHSONIC  DIARRHCSA. "SOLDIERS 

By  Elliott  Coues,  M.  D., 

^^B|i||||||^,  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  A., 

^^^H|PI^  Of  Washington,  D.  C. 

At  the  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital,  Wasliington,  D. 
C,  under  charge  of  Charles  A.  McCall,  M.  T).,  U. 
S.  A.,  there  were  treated  during  the  last  fall  and 
winter  months  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease,  affording  very  favorable  opportunities  for 
its  study.  Many  of  the  cases  came  from  the  pri- 

sons of  Richmond,  and  exemplified  the  disease  in 
its  most  fatal  type.  The  mortality  was  very  great, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  chronic  diarrhoea  dur- 

ing one  month  (December,  1862,)  equalling  those 
frd#l  all  other  causes  combined,  gun-shot  wounds 
alone  excepted.  The  ratio  of  mortality  .is  about 
twenty  per  cent.  ;  those  occurring  in  December, 
twenty-one  deaths  in  one  hundred  and  six  cases. 

I  believ'e  that  in  no  single  instance  has  a  patient 
recovered  after  being  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  from 
weakness.  All  ordinary  agents  for  checking  the 
discharge  seem  quite  inadequate  to  cope  with 
this  type  of  diarrhoea.  Vegetable  astringents,  as 
tannin,  etc.,  with  opium,  are  quite  inefficient,  pro- 

ducing only  very  temporary  relief,  if  indeed  any 
be  afforded.  In  many  cases  tr.  opii.  and  ol.  ricini, 
alternating  with  a  vegetable  or  mineral  astringent, 
have  seemed  to  do  some  good,  and  are  here  relied 
upon  more  than  perhaps  any  other  agents.  Ni- 

trate of  silver  and  sulphate  of  copper,  in  small 
doses  combined  with  opium,  appear  sometimes 
beneficial,  as  do  also  a  combination  of  hyd.  c, 
creta  and  pulv.  doveri.  But  when  the  disease  has 
reached  its  later  stages,  it  becomes  almost  inevit- 

ably fatal ;  and  if  any  remedies  are*  at  all  bene- 
ficial, the  relief  afforded  is  exceedingly  temporary, 

and  the  full  virulence  of  the  disease  soon  mani- 
fests itself. 

A  paper  by  Prof.  Clark,  in  a  former  number  of 
the  Reporter,  has  drawn  our  attention  more  par- 

ticularly to  the  pathalogy  of  the  disease,  and  our 
favorable  opportunities  of  studying  it  during  life, 
and  of  making  extended  and  repeated  post-mortem 
examinations,  enables  us  to  present  some  points 
not  noticed  in  Prof.  Clark's  able  paper.  We  will 
offer  a  few  remarks,  with  special  reference  to  the 
paper  alluded  to. 

While  the  great  emaciation  and  general  exhaus- 
tion produced  by  long-sustained  interference  with 

the  process  of  assimilation,  and  the  consequent  real 

"starvation"  of  the  system,  is  familiar  to  every 
one,  the  decidedly  scorbutic  character  which  the  dis- 

ease often  assumes  does  not  appear  to  have  excited 
general  attention^  That  such,  however,  is  really 
the  case,  seems  indicated  by  several  of  the  symp- 

toms which  may  be  noticed  during  the  latter 
stages.    The  purpuroid  rash,  which  is  so  charac- 

teristic of  scurvy,  is  very  apparent  in  many 
cases  shortly  before  death,  the  irregular  purplish 
patches  covering  various  parts  of  the  body.  There 
is,  moreover,  tamefaction  and  tenderness  of  the 
fauces,  causing  pain  on  deglutition,  this  painful 
swelling  being  accompanied  by  a  dusky  erythe- 

matous suffusion  of  the  parts.  There  indeed 
seems  no  good  reason  why  these  scorbutic  indi- 

cations should  not  appear.  In  true  scurvy,  the 
blood  is  starved  of  some  one  necessary  ingredient ; 
in  this  chronic  diarrhoea  the  blood  undergoes  a 
process  of  gradual  deprivation  of  all  nutriment; 
that  particular  substance,  the  lack  of  which  pro- 

duces scurvy  being  of  course  included. 
Another  interesting  fact  in  relation  to  this  dis- 

ease, is  the  sloughing  of  the  cornese,  which  so 
often  occurs  in  the  later  stages.  Our  observations, 
however,  in  this  particular,  differ  from  those  of 
Prof.  Clark,  who  states  that  "the  ulceration  of 
tlie  cornea  was  in  every  case  below  the  line  of  the 
pupil,  and  did  not  affect  the  sight;  there  was 
opacity  and  a  little  pouting  out,  and  a  consider- 

able redness."  In  one  case,  sight  was  totally 
destroyed  ten  days  before  death.  The  first  inter- 

ference of  vision  was  from  effusion  of  blood ;  but 
it  was  soon  totally  destroyed  by  the  sloughing 
through  of  the  cornea,  and  consequent  escape  of 
of  the  aqueous  humor  and  collapse  of  the  eye. 
In  two  other  instances,  sight  was  completely  lost 
four  or  five  days  before  death.  Instead  of  the 
"pouting"  above  referred  to,  a  flatness  and  loss 
of  tissue  was  readily  perceptible  by  a  side  view  of 
the  eye.  The  ulceration  alwaj^s  began  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  cornea,  at  the  j  unction  of  it  with 
the  sclerotica,  as  stated  by  Prof.  Clark, 
Two  cases,  selected  from  the  "Hospital  Case 

Book,"  reported  by  J.  P.  Wyer,  M.  D.,  will  well 
illustrate  this  sloughing  of  the  cornese,  and  also 
the  scorbutic  character  of  the  symptoms  of  the 
latter  stages  above  referred  to.  Both  are  typical 
cases,  progressing  slowly  to  a  fatal  issue,  unac- 

companied by  perforating  ulcers,  death  taking 
place,  after  extreme  emaciation,  and  loss  of 
vitality  of  lowly  organized  portions  (e.  g.  •  the 
cornea,  integument  over  prominent  processes  of 
bone,  etc.^  by  a  process  of  true  starvation. 

Case  I. — Moses  Burgb,  I,  49th  Pa.  Volunteers, 
admitted  October  2,  1862 ;  illness  dated  from 
August.  Was  for  three  weeks  treated  in  a  hos- 

pital tent ;  but  by  October  25,  illness  had  become 
so  severe  that  he  was  removed  into  a  ward,  to 
avoid  all  possibility  of  exposure  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  weather,  which  so  markedly  affect  patients 
suffering  with  this  disease.  From  this  period  the 
evacuations  decreased  in  number,  averaging  only 
three  or  four  during  the  twenty-four  hours ; 
scanty  in  quantity ;  of  a  watery  consistence  ;  no 
blood ;  tongue  dry,  of  a  strawberry  red  ;  no  sorde3 
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[Vol.  X. upon  it  or  upon  the  gums.  Slight  tenderness  of 
abdomen  on  pressure  ;  emaciation  extreme ;  great 
prostration  ;  anorexia.  Complains  of  great  thirst. 
Pulse  averages  about  SO,  soft,  readily  compres- 

sible under  the  finger. 
November  20.  An  opaque  spot  observed  on  the 

right  eye,  near  the  juncture  of  the  sclerotica  and 
cornea;  witliin,  and  at  lower  border  of  the  latter. 
This  white  speck  resembled  much  the  ordinary 
deposit  of  lymph.  It  rapidly  increased  in  size, 
extending  in  three  days  over  more  than  half  the 
cornea,  and  obscuring  vision.  As  the  opacity 
extended  it  seemed  also  to  increase  in  density, 
the  layers  of  the  cornea  apparently  softening  and 
undergoing  disorganization.  The  vessels  ramify- 

ing on  the  conjunctiva  much  enlarged,  but  there 
were  no  signs  of  active  inflammation.  Not  the 
slightest  pain  accompanied  the  ulcerations.  Two 
days  after  this  appearance  on  the  right  eye,  the 
left  became  similarly  affected. 

November  25.  Is  gradually  failing.  Pulse  75; 
one  discharge  ;  appetite  better,  but  complains  of 
great  pain  in  stomach  and  bowels  after  eating. 
For  the  past  day  or  two  a  slight  purulent  dis- 

charge has  been  noticed  on  right  eye.  Upon 
viewing  the  eye  by  a  side  view,  the  loss  of  tissue 
is  very  appreciable.  The  lower  part  of  the  cornea 
has  sloughed  away,  so  that  the  surface  is  not  oval, 
but  flat.    Pulse  in  evening  65. 

November  26.  Same  general  condition,  only  one 
passage.    Both  cornese  are  sloughing  rapidly. 

November  27.  Pulse 75.  Appetite  failing;  much 
nausea,  but  no  emesis.  Sloughing  of  both  cornese 
progressing ;  sounds  of  heart  normal,  but  feeble : 
no  murmurs  audible. 

November  29.  Pulse  72,  Complains  of  great 
distress  after  eating ;  is  slightly  delirious.  An 
ulcer  lias  formed  over  each  malar  bone.  Tongue 
dry,  red  ;  skin  dry,  harsh. 

'  November  30.  Pulse  85.  No  passage  during  the 
night.  Anterior  chamber  of  right  eye  filled  with 
blood — the  hemorrhage  from  ulceration  of  the 
small  vessels. 

December  1.  Complains  of  pain  and  soreness  of 
fauces  on  deglutition.  The  parts  are  turgid,  ten- 

der, with  a  dusky  erythematous  suO'usion. 
December  2.  Pulse  82.  Effused  blood  in  the 

eye  not  absorbed.  No  evacuations,  but  constant 
and  distressing  desire  to  defecate.  Tongue  and 
fauces  swollen  and  dry;  thirst  extreme.  Right 
cornea  ajipears  almost  or  quite  sloughed  through. 

December  4.  General  condition  same  ;  failing 
fast.  Complete  anorexia.  A  rasli  like  purpura 
lias  appeared  on  various  parts  of  the  body. 

This  condition  of  things  did  not  change  much 
till  Decenib<;r  6,  when  lie  died.  Intellect  good 
quite  ujj  to  time  of  deatli,  answere<l  questions 

rationally;  was  quite  blind  after  the  first  effusion 
of  blood  occurred. 

Autopsy. — The  large  organs,  the  liver,  spleen^ 
and  kidneys  of  normal  size,  but  considerably  con- 

gested, especially  the  latter,  in  which  the  cortical 
and  medullary  portions  cannot  be  distinguished. 
Stomach  small,  contracted.  The  valvulie  conni- 
ventes  excessively  thickened  and  in  spots  softened. 
No  ulcers  in  any  portion  of  intestines.  Descend- 

ing colon  contracted  and  thickened;  mesenteric 
glands  enlarged  and  irritated.  Half  of  the  cornea 
of  the  right  eye  sloughed  away,  allowing  the 
escape  of  the  aqueous  humor  and  collapse  of  the 

eye. Case  II.— 0.  S.  Sheppard,  A,  6th  Vermont ; 
attacked  with  diarrhoea  August,  1862,  since  w^pli 
time  the  disease  has  continued,  producing  ex- 

cessive emaciation  and  debility.  Appetite  capri- 
cious ;  stomach  irritable,  rejecting  the  lightest  food. 

Discharges  average  six  or  eight  a  day,  of  a' watery 
consistence  ;  passed  with  some  pain.  Desire  to 
defecate  urgent  and  frequent.  Urine  light-colored 
and  abundant,  but  non-albuminous.  Tongue  usu- 

ally dry,  glossy,  red.  Complains  of  continual 
chilliness.    Pulse  weak  and  languid. 

December  24.  For  several  days  has  been  rapidly 

failing ;  appetite  almost*  gone,  and  emesis  is  be- 
coming a  serious  symptom.  The  stomach  rejects 

even  stimulants.  Small  abscesses  have  formed  on 
the  face  and  neck.  There  is  an  erythematous 
blush  on  the  right  elbow  joint ;  and  the  same  dif- 

fused congestion  is  perceptible  on  the  fauces. 
These  are  tumid,  and  cause  pain  on  deglutition. 
These  latter  symptoms  are  evidently  of  a  scorbutic 
character,  and  are  well  pronounced.  On  the  right 
cornea  is  an. opaque,  cloudy  segment,  beyond  a 
doubt  the  beginning  of  sloughing  of  the  layers. 
Cornea  of  left  eye  covered  with  small  ulcers  of  the 
ordinary  kind ;  only  slight  conjunctivitis,  and  7?o 
pain.  Pulse  not  perceptible  at  the  wrist.  Passes  • 
urine  and  fieces  involuntarily.  Nothing  is  retained 
on  the  stomach.  Death  same  day,  and,  unfortu- 

nately, no  autopsy  could  be  made. 
Up  to  a  very  few  hours  before  death,  the  pa- 

tients are  usually  quite  rational,  when  roused  to 
answer  questions  ;  but  ordinarily  there  is  complete 
luibetude  of  mind  for  several  days  before  death ; 
the  patient  lying  with  a  relaxed  2)osition  of  body, 
perfectly  quiet,  the  eyes  half  closed,  the.  balls 
averted,  the  lips  drawn  apart  by  the  risus  sar- 
donicus.  They  seem  wholly  unconscious  of  their 
suffering.  Occasionally  there  is  slight  delirium  ; 
but  it  is  never  violent. 

The  vicissitudes  of  the  weather,  in  a  very 
marked  degree,  affect  the  patients.  The  Surgeon 
visiting  his  wards  on  a  cold,  wet  day,  after  a  week 
of  sunshine,  will  often  find  those  cases  wliich  have 
improved  relapsed  again  ;  and  the  unimproved 
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suffering  in  an  aggravated  degree.  The  evils  of 
indiscretion  in  diet  liave  seemed  more  palpable 
than  Prof.  Clark  has  found  them.  A  single  act 
of  imprudence  has  been  followed  by  a  severe  or 
fatal  relapse. 

As  remarked  by  Prof.  Clark,  ulcers  in  the  small 

intestines  are  more  frequently  absent  than  pre- 
sent; while  very  numerous,  small  irregular  ulcers 

are  usually  found  scattered  pretty  thickly  over 
any  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  large  intestines.  If 
there  be  any  ulcers  in  the  small  intestines,  they 
will  be  found  most  likely  in  the  lower  portion  of 
the  ileum,  near  the  ccBcum.  These  ulcers  do  not 

affect  by  preference  Peyer's  patches,  but  make 
their  appearance  any  where  on  the  mucous  mem- 

brane. The  mucous  and  muscular  coats  are  often 
involved;  very  rarely  the  peritoneal;  for  the 
ulcers  are  so  indolent,  that  the  patient  usually 
dies  before  a  perforation  can  occur.  The  lower 
part  of  the  ilium  is  sometimes  found  almost  gan- 
grenoid  in  appearance  ;  dark  greenish-black  in 
color,  mottled  with  patches  of  dull  reddish,  and 
minute  spots  of  bright,  florid  red.  In  these  cases, 
ulcers  are  usually  to  be  found ;  the  mucous  mem- 

brane is  in  a  state  of  more  advanced  disintegra- 
tion; and  a  perforation  is  quite  likely  to  occur. 

In  other  cases,  quite  as  severe  as  those  in  which 
the  above  state  of  things  is  found,  there  is  no  red- 

dening or  gangrenous  color  of  the  intestines,  nor 
do  ulcers  exist  any  where.  The  whole  effect  of  the 
disease  has  been  expended  in  thickening,  con- 

tracting, and  softening  the  walls  of  the  canal. 
The  large  intestines  are  often  no  larger  than  are 
the  small;  and  the  latter  feel  under  the  fingers 
like  small  fibrous,  cords.  Their  color  remains 
natural.  On  slitting  up  a  piece  of  gut  in  this 
condition,  the  thickening  of  the  walls  is  seen  to 
be  excessive.  The  mucous  membrane  is  greatly 
tumefied  and  softened,  the  valvulae  conniventes 

appearing  like  heavy,  soft  cords  around  the  intes- 
tine;  still  the  color  of  the  mucous  membrane 

remains  natural;  nor  is  there  any  active  inflam- 
mation or  disintegration.  This  excessive  thicken- 

ing and  softening  of  the  gut  seems  in  inverse  ratio 
to  the  amount  of  ulceration  or  disintegration. 

In  one  fatal  case  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  there  were 
found  two  well-marked  intmsuscejniones  within  a 
foot  or  so  of  each  other,  on  the  jejunum.  The 
invagination  in  one  of  them  amounted  to  two 
inches,  in  the  other  to  one  and  a  half.  Both 
were  evidently  of  long  standing,  from  the  con- 

tracted diameter  of  the  contained,  and  the  en- 
larged calibre  of  the  containing  portions.  The 

invagination  did  not  in  the  least  obstruct  the 
passage  of  the  liquid  fffices ;  nor  was  there  any 
sign  whereby  to  diagnose  their  existence  during 
life,  excej^t  some  pain  over  the  affected  part. 

The  kidneys,  as  stated  by  Prof.  Clark,  are 

nearly  always  larger  than  natural,  and  light 
colored.  Ordinarily  they  present  some  fatty  or 
granular  degeneration,  the  cortical  and  medul- 

lary portions  being  scarcely  contra-distinguish- 
able ;  more  rarely  they  are  found  quite  healthy  in 

appearance. The  co-existence  of  this  disease  with  morbus 
Brightii  seems  to  have  been  pretty  clearly  estab- 

lished ;  but  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  latter,  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  two  co-exist,  is  not  so 
evident.  While  it  seems  very  probable  that  the 
spansemia  and  general  cachexia  brought  about 
by  the  diarrhoea,  may  be  the  exciting  cause  of 
the  degeneration  of  tlie  kidneys.  It  is  quite  Na- 

tional to  suppose  that  when  Bright's  disease  ex- 
ists in  an  otherwise  healthy  man,  it  may  be  a 

powerful  predisposing  cause  of  an  attack  of 
chronic  diarrhoea;  the  exciting  cause  being  ex- 

posure, imprudence  in  diet,  etc.,  which  perhaps 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  produce  the  dis- 

ease had  not  the  kidney  affection  pre-existed.  On 
this  supposition,  the  action  of  Bright's  disease  in 
producing  diarrhoea  would  be  much  the  same  as 
that  of  phthisis,  or  other  constitutional  cachexia.  . 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

On  the  Dignity  of  Ancient  Pharmacy, 
The  following  very  interesting  article  on  ancient 

pharmacy  and  the  practice  of  medicine  is  by  M". 
Donovan,  M.  R,  I,  A.,  Hon,  Member  of  the  Phila- 

delphia College  of  Pharmacy.  Yv^e  copy  from  the 
Dicblin  Medical  Press. 

"As  the  discovery  of  direct  remedies  for  derange- 
ments of  health  would  be  the  natural  object  of  re- 
search amongst  those  who,  in  the  infancy  of  society, 

interested  themselves  in  the  relief  of  human  suffer- 
ing, so  pharmacy  would  be  cultivated  long  before 

the  slower  process  of  investigating  the  nature  of 
diseases,  or  distinguishing  them. 

"  Pharmacy  is,  therefore,  the  most  ancient  branch of  the  medical  art.  Were  a  proof  required  of  the 
dignified  position  which  it  occupied  in  the  early  ages 
of  the  world,  it  would  be  found  in  the  preservation 
of  its  records  from  remote  antiquity  ;  for  its  benefits 
were  universal,  and  all  mankind  were  interested  in 
their  perpetuation. 

"  There  are  many  historical  proofs  of  the  honor  in 
which  pharmacy  Avas  held  ;  not  only  did  the  pln'si- cians  of  emperors  invent  and  compound  medicines, 
but  emperors  themselves  ;  princesses  addicted  them- 

selves to  the  same  piTrsuits  ;  nay,  we  find  prophets 
and  apostles  occupied  in  compounding  formuhv.  A 
few  of  the  more  remarkable  instances  will  sufficiently 
establish  this  point. 
"The  Emperor  Aurelius,  on  the  death  of  Deme- 

trius, appointed  Galen  to  be  the  compounder  of  the 
celebrated  Theriaca.  Galon  was  lield  in  the  highest 
estimation  by  the  Emperor ;  and  the  appointment 
Avas  a  token  of  his  friendship  ;  for  so  much  vene- 

rated was  the  art  which  produced  a  medicine  of  such 
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[Vol.  X. extranrdinarr.  or,  as  it  raiirhr  "well  be  said,  extrava- 
gant virtues  as  it  was  supposed  to  possess,  that  none 

cleared  by  the  application  of  whips  and  goads,  the 
very  naminjr  of  which  induced  Democedes  to  confess 

were  raised  to  the  office  of  compounder  but  physi-  ;  himself  not  quite  so  ignorant.    In  fine,  by  the  appli- 
^;  -  T   .  .-^  I  patiQjj  Qf  mild  remedies,  according  to  the  Grecian practice,  which  was  in  this  instance  opposed  to  that 

':>f  Egypt,  the  ill  effects  of  the  previous  violent  mea- 
sures subsided,  and  a  complete  cure  was  effected, 

-^s  a  reward  for  his  services,  he  received  from  each 

clans  of  the  hiirhest  reputation. 
*'Avicenna  was  physician  to  the  Sultan  of  Bok- 

hara, and  also  his  grand  vizier  ;  he  was  the  compan- 
ion of  princes  and  nobles,  the  first  physician  of  his 

day,  and  the  great  leviathan  of  philosophy  in  the 
■universities  of  Europe.    There  is  evidence  that  he   of  the  wives  of  Darius  a  goblet  full  of  gold  pieces compounded  with  his  own  hands. 

Menecrates.  physician  to  Tiberius,  invented  and 
prepared  the  celebrated  diachylon — a  plaster  which 
has  preserved  an  undiminished  reputation  for  eigh- 

teen centuries,  and  will  probably  continue  to  do  so 
for  as  many  more. 

Dioscorides  of  Anazarba,  the  great  authority  for 
materia  medica  for  aares,  was  physician  to  Nero,  or, 
as  some  think,  to  Anthony  and  Cleopatra.  Antonius 
Musa,  of  celebrity  inferior  to  few,  was  physician  to 
Augustus,  from  which  prince  he  received  honors  and 
many  proofs  of  friendship,  in  return  for  his  having 
saved  his  life  in  a  dangerous  disease.  Pliny  says  the 
disease  was  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  but  Sueto- 

nius calls  it  a  disease  of  the  liver.  His  practice  is 
worth  mentioning  in  this  case^  Tliis  celebrated  phy- 

sician prescribed  lettuces,  cold  baths,  and  cold  drinks  ! 
"  Menecrates  of  Syracuse,  the  physician,  friend, and  intimate  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  not  content  with 

the  highest  honors  that  could  be  conferred  upon  him 
by  his  patron,  assumed  to  himself  the  style  and  dig- 

nity of  a  god.  He  named  himself  Jupiter  Mene- 
crates, and  appeared  in  public  attended  by  an  Apollo 

and  an  u£sculapius  of  his  own  creation.  Philip, 
however,  brought  him  to  his  senses  by  inviting  him 
to  a  feast,  where,  while  the  other  guests  were  enjoy- 

ing the  delicacies  of  the  table,  this  new  Jupiter  was 
regaled  with  incense  and  perfumes  at  a  side  table. 
The  god  understood  the  hint,  did  not  like  the  jest, 
and  retired  in  confusion. 
"Democedes  of  Crotona,  was  the  intimate  friend and  constant  guest  of  Darius  the  Great,  and  such 

were  his  talents  that,  from  beine:  an  obscure  person 
of  indigent  circumstances,  he  rose  to  the  highest 
rank,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  reputation  of  the 
medical  faculty  of  Crotona.  His  history  is  curious, 
and  a  sketch  of  it  will  illustrate  the  treatment  which 
medical  practitioners  sometimes  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  power.    The  facts  are  related  by  Herodotus. 

''Democedes  when  young  was  compelled  by  the irritable  temper  of  his  father  to  leave  his  home  and 
seek  his  fortune.  He  settled  at  ̂ gina,  but  was  so 
poor  as  to  be  unable  to  procure  the  instruments 
necessary  for  his  profession  ;  yet  such  was  his  skill, 
and  so  great  the  character  which  resulted  from  it, 
that  his  income  for  the  fourth  year  amounted  in  our 
money  to  nearly  £1,000.  Polycrates,  usurper  of 
Samos,  became  his  patron  and  retained  him  as  his 
physician  ;  but  Polycrates,  becoming  an  object  of 
the  unjust  autrer  of  Oroetes,  governor  of  Sardis,  was 
barbarously  crucified  by  him,  and  Oroetes  detained 
Democedes  and  others  as  slaves.  Darius,  disgusted 
at  the  crimes  of  Orates,  caused  him  to  be  assassi- 

nated, and  all  his  treasures  and  slaves,  amongst 
whom  was  Democedes,  to  be  brought  to  his  capital. 
Darius  one  day,  in  the  act  of  alighting  from  his 
horse  after  liuntintr,  chanced  to  overstrain  his  ankle, 
and  havinir  some  EL'yptian  physicians  about  him  on 
'#hom  he  placed  CTcat  reliance',  he  put  himself  under their  care.  These,  however,  according  to  the  p»rac- 
tice  of  their  country,  used  rough  measures  with  the 
limb,  and  twisted  it  about  in  such  a  manner  as 
greatly  to  aggravate  the  injury.  On  the  eighth  day, 
the  monarch  having  passed  a  restless  night,  and  be- 

ing in  great  i»ain,  commanded  Democedes  to  be 
brought  l)efore  him,  for  he  had  been  informed  of  his 
skill.  The  latter,  found  arnonirst  the  slaves,  was  led 
forward  in  his  rags  and  fetters.  He  at  first  denied 
his  skill,  fearing  that  to  avow  it  might  cause  his 
further  detention.  But  Darius  was  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  and  he  ordered  the  doctor's  faculties  to  be  , 

He  soon  became  possessed  of  a  spacious  house,  lived 
in  splendor,  and  Avas  a  constant  guest  at  the  king's 
table:  but  the  Egyptian  physicians  were  not  forgot- 

ten :  their  ignorance  excited  the  wrath  of  the  niou- 
arch,  and  for  the  crime  of  being  excelled  in  skill  by 
a  Greek,  Darius  was  about  to  spit  them  on  stakes  of 
wood — a  sentence  which  would  certainly  have  been 
executed  but  for  the  intercession  of  Democedes,  who 
at  length  procured  their  pardon.  A  short  time  after, 
he  proved  equally  successful  with  Atossa,  the  wife  of 
Darius,  who  had  a  tumor  in  the  breast,  and  having 
cured  her,  she  aided  him  in  a  stratagem,  and  he 
escaped  to  his  native  city,  Crotona,  where  he  founded 
a  school  of  medicine.  Owing  to  the  great  talents  of 
its  founder,  this  school  soon  acquired  ̂   high  charac- 

ter, and  shed  its  lustre  on  the  whole  profession  at 
Crotona,  the  physicians  of  which  were  at  length  con- 

sidered throughout  all  Greece  the  most  eminent  of the  faculty. 

"  The  crowned  heads  of  antiquity  personally  de- 
voted much  of  their  attention  to  pharmacy,  and'con- tributed  not  a  little  to  its  eclat.  A  prince  who  had 

the  welfare  of  his  subjects  at  heart,  could  not  do 
better  than  encourage  by  precept  and  example  the 
improvement  of  an  art  than  Avhich  none  ranks 
higher  in  point  of  utility  to  mankind. 
"We  are  informed  in  Scripture,  that  King  Solo- 

mon was  celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of  natural 
history.  He  spoke  parables  about  beasts,  birds, 
fishes,  and  trees,  from  the  cedar  to  the  hyssop  that 
springs  from  the  wall ;  of  course  their  medicinal 
properties  were  the  chieif  object  of  his  study.  When 
the  celebrated  Alexandrian  Library  was  burnt  during 
the  siege  of  the  city  by  Julius  Cresar,  it  is  said  that 
Solomon's  'History  of  Plants  '  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
flames,  alonir  with  some  fragments  on  magic.  There 
is  evidence  that  even  before  Solomon's  time  some  of 
our  most  powerful  and  useful  medicines  were  known, 
and  their  application  in  certain  instances  well  under- 

stood. There  is  on  record  a  prescription  of  those 
times,  which  is  the  earliest  in  the  medical  annals  of 
the  world,  being  three  thousand  years  old.  If  Ave 
can  rely  on  the  testimony  of  Nicolaus  Alexandrinus, 
who  lived  perhaps  one  thousand  six  hundred  years 
ago,  this  prescription  was  compounded  by  no  less  a 
person  than  King  David.  From  the  little  that  can 
l>e  collected  on  the  subject,  it  would  appear  that  the 
King  had  a  consultation  of  physicians,  and  that 
tliey  compounded  for  him  a  formula  consisting  of 
opium,  aloes,  saffron,  lignum  aloes,  myrrh,  and  vari- 

ous spices,  made  into  an  electuary  with  honey. 
Amongst  its  enumerated  virtues,  we  find  it  relieves 
melancholy — a  state  of  mind  under  which  the  royal 
psalmist  seems  in  no  small  degree  to  have  labored  at 
times,  and  it  is  probable  that  nothing  more  effectual 
for  procuring  temporary  relief  could  be  produced  in 
tlie  present  day  than  this  most  ancient  prescription. 

"  King  Antiochus  favored  the  Avorld  Avith  the  in- 
vention of  a  supposed  antidote  to  all  sorts  of  poi- 

sons ;  for  the  despotic  monarchs  of  antiquity  seemed 
to  have  lived  in  constant  apprehension  of  the  infu- 

sion of  some  mortal  dose  into  tlieir  food.  It  con- 
sisted of  some  seeds  and  herl»s,  and  instead  of  pos- 

sessing the  power  of  counteracting  poisons,  it  could 
scarcely  have  had  any  medical  virtue  of  any  kind. 
Absurd  as  its  pretensions  Avere,  such  Avas  its  attrib- 

uted value  that  the  jjrescription  Avas  engraved  on 
stone  at  the  entrance  or  most  conspicuous  part  of  the 
temple  of  ̂ .sculapius.  Antiochus  prescribed  it  for 
his  son,  to  whom  he  Avas  exceedingly  attached. 

[  To  be  cyntinued.  J 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  AUGUST  8,  1863. 

THE  SICKLY  SBASOJJ'. 
The  trying  season  to  our  armies  in  the  field, 

and  especially  to  those  in  the  far  South,  is  upon 
us.  If  there  are  no  epidemics  this  year  there  is 

every  reason  to  anticipate  that  there  will  be  less 

sickness  this  year  than  there  was  last,  as  our 

armies  are  weeded  of  much  of  the  unsound  mate- 

rial they  contained,  and  the  men  who  remain 
have  become  somewhat  acclimated.  It  will  be 

remembered,  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few 

cases  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West,  Florida,  and 
at  Port  Ptoyal,  the  posts  occupied  by  our  troops  on 
the  Southern  seaboard,  were  unusually  healthy 
last  year.  Not  a  case  of  yellow  fever,  we  believe, 

was  reported  from  New  Orleans — a  very  unusual 
circumstance.  This  was  no  doubt  in  great  part 

attributable  to  the  sanitary  measures  adopted  by 
Greneral  Butler,  then  in  command  at  that  point. 

Whether  these  posts  will  be  as  exempt  from  dis- 
ease this  year  remains  to  be  seen,  and  much  will 

no  doubt  depend  on  the  sanitary  precautions  taken 

by  the  generals  in  command  at  the  different  mili- 
tary stations. 

That  there  is  some  reason  to  fear  epidemics  of 

yellow  fever  this  year  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  that  the  disease  is  prevailing  at  som«  of  the 
West  India  ports,  and  that  a  number  of  cases  have 
arrived  at  quarantine  in  New  York,  enough  to 
excite  considerable  apprehension.  We  see  it 

stated  also,  that  sickness  is  greatly  on  the  in-  ! 

copoeias  of  Great  Britain  and  this  country  have 
been  in  process  of  revision.  Some  disagreement 
about  weights  and  measures  seems  to  have  been 
the  trouble  in  Great  Britain.  What  it  was  here, 
we  could  never  exactly  make  out,  but  suppose  it 
was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  country. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in 

this  edition,  which  will  be  noticed  more  at  length 

hereafter,  our  object  now  being  simply  to  an- 
nounce the  appearance  of  the  work,  which  we 

know  has  been  anxiously  looked  for  by  many  of 
our  readers. 

We  trust  that  the  appearance  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia will  be  followed  by  the  speedy  publication 

of  a  new  and  revised  edition  of  the  United  States 

Dispensatory,  which  is  much  needed. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  a  new  edition  of  Par- 

rish's  Pharmacy,  which  has  been  awaiting  the 
appearance  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  soon 
issued. 

All  the  above  are  exceedingly  valuable  works, 

particularly  to  the  country  practitioner,  and  should 
be  found  on  the  office  table  of  every  physician. 

DR.  LEHLBACH. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Dr.  C.  F  J.  Lehi- 
BACH,  formerly  associated  with  us  as  assistant 

editor  of  this  Journal,  is  Assistant-Surgeon  of  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  volfinteers.  In  view  of  Dr. 

Leulbach's  learning  and  ability  we  shall  expect 
to  hear  of  his  rapid  advancement. 

crease  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  that  the  disease 

ib  a  "malignant  congestive  fever  of  a  typhoid 

type." 
Ojie  thing  which  may  be  regarded  as  rather 

favorable  than  otherwise  for  the  health  of  the 

troops,  is  the  fact,  that  in  nearly  all  the  depart- 
meuts,  particularly  in  the  more  unhealthy  loca- 

tions, there  is  just  now  great  activity.  Activity, 
with  judicious  sanitary  precautions,  will  prove 
the  best  prophylactic  against  sickness. 

Notes  and  Comments, 

THE  UNITED  STATES  PHAKMACOPCEIA. 
We  are  happy  to  announce  to  our  readers  that 

the  speU  of  the  Pharmacopoeias  is  broken  by  the 

appearance  of  the  revised  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia.   For  two  or  three  years  past  the  Pharma- 

Yale  College,  New  Haven. 
This  ancient  institution  held  its  Commencement 

on  the  30th  ult.  The  following  graduated  in  the 
Medical  Department : 

Connecticut. — Albert  G.  Browmxg,  Woodstock; 
Henry  S.  Corxwell,  New  London;  Marcus  B^ 
FisK,  Stafford ;  Newtox  B.  Hall,  Branford ; 
TnoMAS  M.  Hills,  New  Haven ;  Cyrus  E.  Humis- 
Tox,  Cheshire ;  Wm.  C.  Minor,  New  Haven ;  Wm. 
B.  North,  New  Britain;  Frederick  S.  Treadwat, 
New  Haven ;  Frank  B.  Tuttle,  Naugatuck. 
New  York. — Judson  B.  Andrews,  Mechanics- 

ville  ;  Charles  J.  Tennant,  Franklin. 
Massachusetts. — Charles  G.  G.  Merrill,  New- 

buryport. 
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The  Americau  Dental  Association  lield  its  annual 

meeting-  in  tliis  cit}^  last  week.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  the  iiroceedings  were  full  of  interest 
to  Dentists.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Dr,  Watt,  of  Ohio.  The  following  were 
elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Wm. 

H.  Allen,  of  New  York;  Vice  Presidents,  J.  H. 
McQuiLLEN,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Wm.  B.  Hurd,  of 

Brooklyn  ;  Eecording  Secretary,  J.  Taft,  of  Cincin- 
nati ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  C.  Pt.  Butlee,  of 

Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  Treasurer,  A.  C.  Hawes,  of  New 
York. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  the  city  to  he  present  at  the  sessions  of  the 

Association. 

The  report  of  the  Publication  Committee  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Taft,  of  Cincinnati.  The  report,  as 

presented,  was  received. 
Dr.  Atki>:sox,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 

on  Dental  Physiology,  presented  a  valuable  paper, 
which  elicited  a  good  deal  of  discussion. 

The  same  gentleman  made  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Dental  Pathology  and  Surgery,  which  was 

Arell  received.  Both  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Publication. 

Niagara  Falls  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of 
meeting. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed : 
Committee  of  Arrangements. — Drs.  S.  B.  Palmer,  P. 

Harris,  S.  P.  Martin. 
Committee  on  FnUications. — Drs.  J.  Taft,  W.  A. 

Pease,  C.  W.  Spaulding,  H.  R.  Smith,  H.  A.  Smith. 
Prize  Essays— Drs.  S.  Dillingham,  G.  T.  Barker,  G. 

W.  Ellis,  A.  C.  Hawes,  W.  B.  Hand. 
Dental  Flajsiology.—Drs.  C.  A.  Kingsbury,  J.  H. 

McQuillen,  C.  N.  Pierce. 
Uental  C/icmisfry.—T>Y&.  Geo.  Watt,T,  L.  Bucking- 

iiam,  H.  A.  Smiili. 
Denial  Pathology  and  Surgery. — Drs.  W.  H.  Atkin- 

son, Foster  Flagg,  J.  L.  Suesserott,  C.  R.  Butler,  C. 
P.  Fitch. 

MxJumical  Dentistry.— Bra.  Thomas  Wardell,  J.  G. 
Cameron,  A.  W.  Allen,  S.  G.  Martin,  E.  M.  Skinner. 

Dental  Eduration.—S .  H.  McQuilleu,  J.  Taft,  H.  R. 
Smith. 

Dental  Liieratnre.-Dr.  C.  P.  Fitch,  J.  F.  Johnston, 
W.  H.  Allen. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Dental  Literature 
was  then  presented  by  Dr.  J.  H.  McQuillen.  One 
of  the  principal  features  of  this  report  was  the  ad- 
»-ancement  of  a  pure  dental  literature.  It  was  re- 
Tcrred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Dental  Education 
was  read  by  Dr.  Ellis,  of  this  city.  Other  papers 
were  read  by  Drs.  Flaoo  and  FiTcn,  bearing  on  this 
subject.  The  papers,  as  read,  were  all  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 

Papers  on  the  following  subjects  were  also  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication  :  On 

Extraction  of  the  Teeth,"  by  Dr.  Ellis  :  on  "  Ir- 
regularity," by  Dr.  Allen  ;  on  "  Exposed  Pulps  and 

Alveolar  Abscess,"  by  Dr.  Hawes  ;  on  "  Dental  In- 
stitutes," by  Dr.  Atkinson,  and  a  paper  on  Dental 

Instruments,  by  Dr.  Palmer. 
Dr.  Hawes  offered  the  following  resolution,  through 

Dr.  Flagg,  of  this  city : 
liesolved,  That  in  our  deliberate  judgments  the  fre- 

quent and  indiscriminate  extraction  of  teeth  for  tri- 
fling, temporary  and  often  wholly  unnecessary  causes, 

which  has  so  long  and  so  extensively  prevailed, 
should  not  only  be  held  perfectly  inexcusable,  but 
should  be  severely  censured,  and  that  an  intelligent 
and  patient  remedial  treatment  for  their  restoration 
from  disease  and  permanent  preservation  should  be 
the  first  and  highest  aim  and  effort  of  our  profession, 
and  should  also  be  most  earnestly  explained  and 
recommended  to  the  public.  And,  farther,  that  in 
our  belief,  the  progress  of  dentistrj^  at  the  present 
day,  has  revealed  resources  varied  and  ample  enough, 
Avhen  timely  used,  for  the  preservation  of  almost 
every  tooth,  so  that  the  decay  and  extinction  shall 
only  be  simultaneous  with  that  of  the  human  frame 
itself. 

Dr.  McQuillen  offered  the  following  : 
liesolved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 

this  association,  to  confer  with  Surgeon -General  Ham- 
mond, relative  to  the  appointment  of  dentists  to  the 

military  hospitals  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to 
secure,  if  possible,  prompt  and  efficient  action  on  the 
part  of  Congressby  having  petitions  prepared,  signed 
and  sent  to  that  body  from  all  parts  of  the  country  in 
favor  of  the  measure. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  and  Drs. 
McQuillen,  Spaulding,  Taft,  Fitch  and  Wads- 
worth  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

After  the  transaction  of  much  other  business,  the 
Convention  adjourned  on  the  fourth  day,  to  meet 
next  year  at  Niagara  Falls. 

Surgeons  and  Assistant-Surgeons  Wanted. 
We  would  call  the  attention  of  physicians  to  a 

notice  in  our  advertising  columns,  calling  for  Sur- 
geons and  Assistant-Surgeons  for  colored  regi- 

ments. The  demand  for  these  is  likely  to  be 
great,  as  many  regiments  of  colored  troops  are  in 
course  of  formation. 
We  transfer  this  advertisement  to  our  columns 

from  newspaper,  as  we  suppose  the  Surgeon- 
General  desires  to  have  it  meet  the  eye  of  physi- 

cians, and,  certainly  the  best  medium  for  reaching 
the  profession  is  through  the  medical  journals. 

A  Mistaken  Course. 

The  following  extract  from  the  editorial  columns 
of  our  cot(!iiiporary,  the  American  Medical  Times, 
would  indicate  that  its  course  fn  defence  of  the 

calomel  and  tartar-emetic  edict  of  the  Surgeon- 

(Jeneral  does  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of' its 
subscribers.  No  amount  of  patronage  from  the 

Surgeon-General's  oflico  will  compensate  the  Times 
for  loss  of  ind(!pendence  : 
"We  would  remind  those  correspondents  who 

so  frequently  write  '  private'  or  '  confidential'  let- 
t(!i'S,  approving  or  condemning  the  course  of  the 
Medical  'Times  on  various  questions,  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  put  their  oi)inioiis  in  proper  form 
for  i)ublication,  and  give  tliem  to  the  profession. 
A  portion  of  this  Journal  is  especially  devoted  to 
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tlie  discussion  of  miscellaneous  medical  subjects, 
current  topics,  etc.,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one 
who  desires  to  advance  his  profession  to  contri- 

bute his  influence  through  this  channel.  We  are 
always  grateful  for  advice  honestly  given  as  to  the 
course  this  Journal  should  pursue,  but  we  would 
much  prefer  that  every  medical  man  should  advo- 

cate his  own  views.  To  give  the  greatest  possible 
inducement  to  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  have 
their  names  appear  in  connection  with  special  sub- 

jects, we  are  willing  to  withhold  the  names." 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

ABSCESS  OF  THE  BRAIIST. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Juh,  1863. 
Editoe  :Med.  A^D  Sukg.  Eepoeter  : — I  was  called 

on  April  the  Sth,  1863,  to  attend  Stanley  S.,  aged 
seven  years  ;  temperament  bilious  ;  has  enjoyed  good 
health  until  about  nine  months  ago,  when  he  had 
scarlatina  of  the  simple  type,  from  which  his  recov- 

ery appeared  to  be  perfect. 
A  few  days  ago  his  mother  discovered  a  tumefac- 

tian  on  the  anterior  portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  on 
the  left  side,  extending  from  its  superior  portion  to 
the  superciliary  process  of  the  os  frontis.  This 
tumefaction  continued  to  increase  until  the  25th  day 
of  April,  when  distinct  fluctuation  being  very  evi- 

dent, my  friend,  Dr.  S.  E.  Morris,  at  my  request, 
lanced  it.  To  reach  its  contents,  it  was  necessary  to 
penetrate  the  periosteum,  the  pus  being  confined  be- 

tween it  and  the  bone.  About  one  ounce  of  pure  pus 
escaped  from  this  opening  ;  after  the  evacuation  of 
which,  we  introduced. a  tent,  withdrawing  and  re- 

placing it  twice  a  day  for  the  space  of  a  week.  This 
treatment  we  continued  for  eleven  days,  when  there 
being  no  longer  any  escape  of  pus,  we  allowed  the 
opening  to  heal.  Treatment :  nourishing  diet  and  as 
an  alterative, 

Liq,  ferri  iodidi,  gtt.  ij. 
Sig:  Ter  in  die. 
The  patient  now  began  again  to  engage  in  the 

ordinary  pursuits  of  childhood,  which  he  appeared 
to  enjoy  with  a  keen  relish,  being  naturally  of  a 
lively  and  active  disposition. 

This  favorable  state  continued  until  the  Sth  of  May, 
when  Dr.  Morris  and  myself  were  summoned  in 
haste  to  attend  our  little  patient.  We  found  him  in 
strong  convulsions  which  had  continued  from  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  o'clock,  when  we 
first  saw  him.  On  examining  the  seat  of  the  recent 
tumor,  we  found  very  slight  tumefaction.  Upon 
introducing  the  lancet,  a  few  drops  of  blood  and  pus 
escaped,  and  with  its  exit,  the  convulsions  immedi- 

ately terminated,  and  our  little  patient  turned  upon 
his  right  side  and  fell  into  a  perfectly  natural  sleep. 
From  this  time  until  the  24th  of  :May  he  appeared 
steadily  to  improve,  when  we  discontinued  our 
visits. 

On  June  the  30th,  we  were  again  summoned  to  see 

him,  and  saw  him*  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  He  was 
completely  comatose,  pupils  very  much  dilated,  and 
insensible  to  the  influence  of  the  strongest  light ;  he 
appeared  to  be  insensible  to  outward  impressions  ; 
you  might  grasp  the  flesh  with  considerable  firmness, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  no  consciousness  of  the 
pressure.  Pulse,  labored,  slow,  and  intermittent, 
about  forty-five  per  minute.  Prognosis  being  most 
unfavorable,  we  informed  his  relatives  tiiat  we  had 
scarcely  a  hope  of  his  recovery. 
He  died  at  eleven  o'clock,  same  day  of  attack, 

without  a  struggle,  as  tranquilly  as  if  passing  into  a 
calm  slumber.  An  hour  before  death,  for  a  few 
moments,  consciousness  returned,  and  he  remarked 
to  his  mother  that  he  knew  her,  but  immediately  re- 

lapsed into  a  comatose  state. 
Autopsy  thirty-six  hours  after  death,  made  by  Dr. 

S.  E.  Morris.  On  removing  the  skull  cap,  the  dura 
mater  was  found  highly  congested,  slightly  adhering 
to  the  surface  of  the  arachnoid,  the  convolutions  not 
presenting  the  rounded  appearance  natural  to  a  nor- 

mal condition.  In  cutting  down  the  middle  of  the 
brain  to  the  ventricle,  the  longitudinal  sinus  was 
found  filled  with  water,  the  left  half  of  the  brain 
rather  softened.  Two-thirds  of  tlie  left  half  of  the 
cerebellum  were  completely  converted  into  pus,  fol- 

lowing the  fissure  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tem- 
poral bone,  extending  downward  to  the  medulla 

oblongata. 
On  removing  the  dtira  mater,  the  bone  tln'oughout 

its  whole  extent,  where  covered  by  the  abscess,  exhi- 
bited the  appearance  of  rough,  sharp  sand-paper, 

and  in  places  the  bone  had  the  appearance  of  having 
been  partially  absorbed.  The  amount  of  pus  col- 

lected was  eight  ounces,  of  a  perfectly  healthy  char- 
acter. 

No  cerebral  disturbance  was  complained  of  within 
five  hours  of  the  comatose  state,  exceptin.g  a  slight 
headache,  referred  to  the  forehead.  The  day  before 
death,  the  patient  was  playing  with  his  little  sister, 
pursuing  her  through  the  rooms. 

The  rarity  of  these  cases  may  be  inferred  from  the 
experience  of  the  Marylebone  Infirmary,  where  only 
three  examples  occurred  out  of  many  hundreds  of 
examinations  of  cerebral  complications  made  at  the 
Infirmary  during  the  space  of  six  years. 

C.  S.  Baker,  M.  D. 

CALOMEL  AND  TARTAR  EMETIC  IT^-  THE ARMF. 

[The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Z.  Pitcher,  of  De- 
troit, to  the  Editor  of  the  Ajuevican  Jftdical  Times  is 

another  indication  of  professional  feeling  on  the 

order  of  the  Surgeon-General  striking  two  most  im- 
portant remedies  from  the  supply  table  of  the  army. 

Dr.  Pitcher  is  an  old  Army  Surgeon,  and  has  a 
right  to  speak  on  any  subject  involving  the  sanitary 
interests  of  the  army.  His  present  standing  in  th^ 

profession,  too,  is  high.    He  is  an  Ex-Presidcnt  of 
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the  American  Medical  Associatioa,  wliich,  it  will  be 
remembered,  explicitly  condemued  the  order!  Dr. 
Pitcher's  remarks  in  reference  to  outside  influences 
over  the  Medical  Bureau  arc,  we  have  reason  to  be- 

lieve, well  founded,  and  we  v\'ould  call  special  atten- 
tion to  them.] 

"  Participating  in  that  national  sensibility  which 
causes  Americans  to  shrink  from  the  touch  of  any- 

thing that  may  tarnish  our  national  escutcheon,  I 
was  Avounded  by  the  circular  of  the  Surgeon-General, 
dated  May  4, 1863,  which  directed  calomel  and  tartar 
emetic  to  be  '  struck '  from  the  medical  supply  table 
of  the  army ;  and  this  the  more  deeply,  because, 
from  the  oflQcial  eminence  of  its  source,  it  might  be 
regarded  on  the  other  hemisphere  as  a  proof  of  our 
professional  retrogression.  When  contemplated  from 
another  point  of  view,  whence  it  may  be  looked  at 
as  an  evidence  of  our  individual  and  national  imbe- 

cility, as  shown  in  the  readiness  with  which  we  bend 
to  every  breeze  of  fanaticism,  whether  freighted  with 
medical  or  political  heresy,  it  is  then  sufficiently 
humiliating,  and  should  be  met  with  a  rebuke  from 
every  conservative  member  of  the  profession. 

"  The  efforts  of  the  American  Medical  Times  to  jus- 
tify this  act,  and  to  sustain  and  sanctify  this  error  by 

its  influence  over  its  readers,  have  induced  me  to 
make  this  reply,  not  more  to  the  circular  than  to  the 
remarks  of  its  editor  in  vindication  of  it. 

"  I  can  find  excuses  for  the  action  of  this  officer  in 
the  fact  tliat  he  has  seen  but  little  of  military  ser- 

vice, and  knows  but  little  from  personal  observation 
of  the  diseases  of  soldiers  ;  and  also  in  the  influence 
imputed  to  the  National  Sanitary  Commission  over 
the  Chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau,  to  the  head  of  which 
commission,  he  being  clothed  with  a  sacerdotal  pal- 

lium, we  may,  perhaps,  justly  impute  a  full  share  in 
the  introduction  of  this  species  of  medical  fanati- 

cism into  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
"  For  the  gentleman  who  made  a  speech  \\\  defence 

of  the  circular  before  the  American  Medical  Assvcia- 
tion  at  Chicago,  an  apology  may  be  framed  on  the 
supposition  that  it  Avas  for  his  interest  to  do  so.  The 
official  reh'ition  of  the  parties  renders  such  a  suppo- 

sition quite  probable,  and  would,  in  other  courts, 
impeach  his  testimony. 

"  "Whilst  in  my  own  mind  lean  satisfactorily  account 
for  the  action  of  the  Surgeon-General,  and  apologize 
for  the  indiacretion  of  his  friend  in  the  Medical  Asso- 

ciation, I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  for  an  explanation  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  editor  of  the  America)/. 
Medical  Times,  in  bringing  the  influence  of  a  journal 
heretofore  aiming  to  be  the  exponent  of  the  medical 
opinion  of  the  country  to  the  defence  of  an  act 
ofTcnbive  to  that  profession  and  insulting  tothemed-. 
ical  staff  of  the  army.  One  reason  given  by  tlie 
Surgeon-General  for  the  erasure  of  calomel  and  tar- 

tar emetic  from  the  army  medical  supply  table,  viz., 
that  it  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  teachings  of 
4  modem  pathology,'  may  deceive  the  readers  of 
*  Physiological  Essays,'  but  cannot  mislead  the  stu- 

dents of  historic  medicine,  wlio  know  how  much 

[Vol.  X. therapeutics  are  indebted  to  empiricism,  in  its  ancient 
signification,  for  the  introduction  of  many  im-portant 
articles  into  the  materia  medica  prior  to  the  time  of 
Galen,  and  who  are  also  aware  that  the  usages  of 
that  sect  who  tested  the  utility  of  remedies  by  exper- 

imentation still  furnish  the  means  by  which  judg- 
ments are  formed  of  their  claims  to  a  position  in  our 

works  on  therapeutics. 
"  The  other  reason,  judging  from  its  position  the 

first  in  importance  in  the  estimation  of  the  Surgeon- 
General,  rests  upon  reports  of  the  Sanitai-y  Inspec- 

tors, who  have  assumed  that  certain  forms  of  humid 
gangrene  seen  among  the  troops  in  the  United  States 
service  are  the  effects  of  the  administration  of  mer- 

cury ;  and  from  thence  the  conclusion  is  arrived  at, 
that  the  evils  consequent  upon  its  use  more  than 
counterbalance  the  good  to  be  attained  by  its  further 
toleration  as  a  remedy,  wherefore  it  is  'struck '  from 
the  supply  table  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army.  That  neither  of  the  parties  advocating  the 
enforcement  of  the  order  excluding  calomel  from  the 
army  hospitals  should  have  uttered  a  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  or  the  cause  of  the  gangrene  alluded  to,  is  a 
painfully  significant  fact,  showing  either  ignorance 
of  the  medical  history  of  the  country  or  a  disposi- 

tion to  stifle  its  teaching. 
"  If  the  facts  assumed  by  the  Surgeon-General  to 

be  true  are  not  to  be  called  in  question,  they  only 
prove  what  all  right-minded  people  admit,  the  pre- 

dominance of  evil  in  this  world  everywhere.  All 
intelligent  members  of  the  medical  profession  know 
that  the  mischiefs  done  in  the  name  of  medicine  out- 

weigh the  good  it  has  accomplished.  And  what  we 
admit  to  be  true  of  medicine,  we  believe  to  be  also 
true  of  law  and  divinity  ;  but  no  sane  person  would 
on  that  account  for  one  moment  think  that  doctors, 
lawyers,  and  clergymen,  should  be  expelled  from 
civil  society,  any  more  than  intelligent  practical 
physicians  would  advocate  the  expunction  of  the 
name  of  a  medical  agent  of  recognized  utility  from 
the  supply  table  of  a  hospital,  because  it  had  been 
converted  in  the  hands  of  ignorance  into  an  instru- 

ment of  destruction. 

"A  very  important  question,  pertinent  to  this  dis- 
cussion, seems  not  to  have  been  asked,  but  if  so,  has 

not  been  answered  ;  and  that  is  :  Have  the  cases  of 
gangrene  reported  to  the  Medical  Bureau  been  caused 
by  the  use  of  mercury,  or  the  insalubrity  of  the  sea- 

son, or  of  the  particular  locality  where  they  have 
occurred  ! 

"More  than  thirty  years  ago,  whilst  on  duty  at  a 
military  outpost,  I  had  opportunities  of  seeing  cases 
of  humid  gangrene,  such  as  have  been  described 
under  tlie  names  of  gangrenous  erosion  of  the  cheeks, 
gangrenopsis,  and  ?)y  that  acutest  of  observers,  the 
late  Dr.  pAitnisir,  of  Philadelphia,  as  a  '  disease  re- 

sembling the  effects  of  mercury.'  This  disease  was 
recognized  as  the  product  of  malaria,  and  was  espe- 

cially familiar  to  the  physicians  residing  at  Natchez, 
on  the  Mississippi.  Cases  of  this  kind  occurred  in 
1830  and  1839  as  far  north  as  Detroit ;  since  when, 
owing  to  a  notable  change  in  the  diathesis  of  epi- 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
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demic  disease,  none  have  been  seen  of  whicli  I  haye 
any  knowledge  north  of  the  Ohio  river.  So  far  from 
having  been  caused  by  the  misuse  of  calomel,  it  was 
most  successfully  treated  by  heroic  doses  of  this 
ostracised  article. 

"I  think  it  now  quite  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  approach  of  a  similar  morbid  cycle  co-operating 
with  the  exposures  of  a  hazardous  service  may  have 
brought  back  the  long  lost  cases  of  gangrenous  ero- 

sion of  the  cheek.  One  reason  for  such  a  belief  is 
derived  from  the  condition  of  the  sick  found  in  the 
hospitals  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  Paducah,  Ken.,  Mound 
City  and  Cairo,  111.,  and  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  I 
saw  in  February  last  instead  of  the  destructive  marks 
of  excessive  mercurialization,  what  I  considered  evi- 

dences of  too  cautious  a  use  of  mercurials  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  diarrhoeas  associated  with  or  de- 

pendent upon  hepatic  torpor." 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Weekly  Report  of  the  Army  Eospitals  in  Phila- delphia. 
The  following  is  the  weekly  report  of  the  army 

hospitals  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  ending  on  Satur- 
day, August  1st.  The  reports  from  the  different  in- stitutions are  handed  in  at  the  close  of  each  week  to 

Dr.  Ebra  Swift,  Medical  Director,  by  whom  they 
are  transferred  to  the  Surgeon-General : 

47  200  5 
.......  99 

18 4 
100 4 

Vine  street  
Chester  !  '  
Nicetown  !  48  1080 
Summit  House  i  11  550 
Chestnut  Hill  '  570  3100 
Germantown  1  50  685 
WestPliiladelphia....:  263  3933  3 
Turner's  Lane   14  293  11 
Christian  Street  '          220  14 
South  Street   14  253  10 
Islington  Lane  '    53  60   Filbert  Street  ,  195  430  141 
Camac's  Woods   W,    49  6 Broad  street  :  27  700  G 
Broad  and  Prime  '  183  250,  2 

10  3 
610 

153 1185 
1032 

o3.--t 

2530 
...I....  688 
115  9,  3  3670 

279 254 
239 

7 235 
37 

673 67 

hundred  barrels  of  lime  are  ordered  to  sprinkle  the 
drains,  sinks,  sewers  and  water-tables  daily.    In  ten 

j  days  the  city  will  be  i^erfectly  clean. 

Surgeons  for  Colored  Volunteers." 
Dr.  John  N.  LTrMA^"^  has  been  commissioned  Sur- 

geon of  the  Third  regiment  of  Colored  Volunteers. 
Ten  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  are  yet  wanted 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  colored  regiments. 
Tetanus  Treated  Successfully  by  Immersion. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  United  States  Army  Medical 

!  and  Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore,  Surgeon  C.  C.  Cox 
reported  a  case  treated  successfully  by  immersion  in 

;  the  river.  A  lai'ge,  muscular,  colored  man  had  fallen 
j  into  the  fire.  The  burn  extended  over  the  whole  of 
I  one  side  of  the  neck  and  corresponding  arm.  He 
I  was  brought  forty  miles  to  be  pttt  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Cox.  Dr.  C.  had  given  directions  that  only  a 
part  of  the  burn  should  be  dressed  at  a  time.  This 
precaution  was  neglected,  and  tetanus  resulted,  -pro- 
bably  from  the  cold  air  acting  on  so  large  a  raw  sur- 

face. Being  a  large  muscular  man,  the  paroxysms 
were  correspondingly  strong  and  violent.  Chloro- 

form was  administered  in  large  quantities  by  inhala- 
tion at  every  paroxysm  to  complete  anfesthesia,  and 

opiam  in  full  doses.  For  two  days  and  a  half  the 
chloroform  seemed  to  be  of  benefit  and  to  partially 
control  the  spasms  :  at  the  end  of  that  time  it  lost 
its  power.  Having  heard  that  horses  had  been  cured 
of  tetanus  by  driving  them  into  the  river.  Dr.  Cox 
determined  to  try  immersion  in  this  case.  The  pa- 

tient was  taken  by  two  strong  negro  men  to  the 
adjoining  river  and  plunged  in,  then  taken  back  and 
vrrapped  up  in  bed,  perspiration  being  promoted. 
The  paroxysms  were  evidently  modified,  and  their 
violence  diminished.  This  practice  was  continued 
three  or  four  times  a  day  for  several  days,  during 
which  the  disease  gradually  subsided,  and  the  man 
recovered.  Dr.  Cox  stated  that  the  good  effects  of 
every  emersion  were  unmistakably  apparent.  He 
attributed  the  good  effect  of  the  cold  douche  to  its 
sedative  action  on  the  spinal  system  of  nerves.  Dr. 
Cox  made  some  remarks  on  trismus  neonatorum, 
stating  that  sometimes  it  assumed  an -epidemic  form 
in  India.  He  adverted  to  the  proposed  method  of 
cure  by  laying  the  child  on  its  side  in  order  to  avoid 
pressure  upon  the  occipital  bone. — Druggists'  Circu- lar. 

OBITUARY. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Vicksburg. 
A  correspondent  writing  from  Vicksburg,  imder 

date  of  July  27,  says  :  ; 
Proper  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  sani- ' tary  condition  of  the  city.  Dr.  Kitto,  on  Gen.  Sher-  | 

MAX'S  stag",  has  been  appointed  Health  Officer,  and  1 Capt.  Tkesiliax,  Engineer  of  Gen.  Logax's  staff,  is  | 
to  survey  the  city  and  direct  the  work  of  removing  j everything  offensive.  The  city  is  divided  into  eight  \ 
Districts,  each  one  in  charge  of  a  commanding  officer,  j Each  officer  is  furnished  with  a  map  of  his  District, and  two  prominent  citizens  (formerlv  Aldermen)  act  I 
as  guides  within  their  respective  Districts.  The  Dis- 1 
trict  Officers  take  the  names  of  each  person  present, 
with  the  location  of  the  houses,  in  blocks  and  streets'  ' and  compel  the  occtipants  to  clear  up  all  around  | 
their  premises  daily.  Fortv  teams  and  three  hundred  I 
negroes  haul  off  the  rubbish  to  the  river.  Fifteen 

Dr.  S.  P.  HiLDRETH  died  of  Eaterlc  Fever,  resulting  in  Hemi- 
plegia, at  Marietta,  Ohio,  July  24th,  1S63,  after  an  illness  ot 

three  weeks.  He  was  about  eighty  years  of  age,  and  bad  re- 
sided in  Ohio  about  fifty-seven  years. 

Dr.  HiLDRETH  was  born  at  Methuen,  Mass.,  Sept.  .30th,  17S3, 
and  studied  medicine  at  Andover  with  Dr.  Thos.  Kittredge. 
He  beyan  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Hampstead,  a  small 
inland  town  of  Xew  Hampshire,  in  when  less  than 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  September  9th,  ISO'3,  he.  bein„' 
thea  twenty-three  years  old,  started  on  horseback  for  Mari- 

etta, Ohio,  arriving  thei'e  on  the  4th  of  the  following  month In  Angu.st,  1SJ7,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Khoda  Cook,  of 
Belpre,  Ohio,  who  still  survives  him.  Dr.  Hildketh  did  not 
forraaliy  Jay  aside  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  last 
Apvil,  Siiier  fifty-seven  years  of  laborious  practice. 

Scie>itifi:and  Historical  Labors — His  Pi'fdications.— Ahrond 
Dr.  HiLDRETH  was  known,  and  well  known  for  his  scientific 
labors,  for  his  various  publications  in  medicine  and  several 
scientific  subjects,  and  in  local  biographyand  history.  Among 
his  publications  were,  in  1S0^,  a  history  of  the  Epidemic  of 
the  year  lSi)7  ;  in  1S12,  a  description  of  the  American  Colombo, 
with  a  drawing  of  the  plant ;  in  1S22,  an  article  on  Hydro- 

phobia, and  another  on  a  curious  case  of  Siamese  twins,  in 
his  practice — all  of  these  in  the  yew  Y-  rk  Medical  Rej^'j^itory. In  1S24,  in  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  a 
full  history  of  the  Great  Epidemic  Fever  that  visited  the  Ohio 



2l6 NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

[Vol.  X. Valley  and  Marietta  in  1S22  and  1823;  and  in  1825,  in  the 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine,  Cincinnati,  an  account  of  the minor  diseases  of  the  epidemic.  In  1826,  he  published  in 
SiUiman's  Journal  of  Science,  New  Haven,  a  series  of  articles on  the  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Washington  county. 
From  that  time  until  his  death,  nearly  forty  years,  he  was  a 
contributor  to  the  Journal — such  articles  as  descriptions  and 
drawings  of  fresh-water  shells  found  in  the  Muslcingum  and 
other  streams,  several  upon  geological  subjects,  touching 
upon  the  geology  of  South-Eastern  Ohio,  the  salt-bearing  rock, the  history  of  salt  manufacture  from  the  first  settlement  of 
Ohio,  the  coal  tormation,  etc.  "The  Diary  of  a  Naturalist," •on  the  Seventeen-year  Locust  in  1829,  again  in  1846,  and  from 
1826  to  the  present  time^  a  journal  of  the  weather,  amount  of 
rain,  flowering  of  plants,  ripening  of  fruits,  kc,  for  each  year. 

In  1837,  JJv.  HiLDRETHwas  one  of  the  Assistant,  Geologists 
upon  the  State  Geological  Survey,  and  the  report  of  his  labors 
was  published  by  the  State,  in  connection  with  the  reports  of 
other  geologists  upon  the  survey. 

In  1839,  he  was  President  of  the.  Medical  Society  of  Ohio, 
and  delivered  the  annual  address  at  Cleveland,  a  history  of 
the  diseases  and  climate  of  South-Eastern  Ohio  from  its  first 
settlement,  which  was  printed  by  the  Society.  In  the  same 
year,  he  published  a  History  of  the  Settlement  of  Belville, 
Western  Virginia,  continued  in  several  numbers  of  the  Hespe- rian, a  magazine  then  published  at  Cincinnati,  by  William,  D. 
Gallagher  and  the  late  Otway  Curry.  In  1842'  and  1843,  he contributed  many  valuable  articles  to  the  American  Pioneer, 
then  published  monthly  at  Cincinnati,  by  Col.  John  S.  Wil- 

liams. In  1S48,  was  published  his  "Pioneer  History."  an 
octavo  volume  of  525  pages,  "an  account  of  the  first  exami- nations of  the  Ohio  Valley,  and  early  settlement  of  the  North- 

west Territory."  His  volume,  octavo,  539  pages,  "Lives  of 
the  Early  Settlers  of  Ohio,"  followed  in  1852. 

His  CaUnet.—ln  1830,  Dr.  Hildreth  began  in  earnest  the 
collection  of  a  Cabinet  of  Natural  History,  from  the  fossils, 
insects,  shells  and  plants  of  Ohio,  and  by  exchanges  of  these, 
acquired  minerals,  insects,  marine  shells,  &c.,  from  other 
quarters.  lu  a  few  years  he  had  four  thousand  specimens  in natural  history,  arranged  in  cases  and  drawers,  labeled, 
numbered  and  entered  in  a  catalogue— with  many  curious 
relics  from  the  "ancient  mounds."  In  1S5-,  he  donated  to 
Marietta  College  his  cabinet,  together  with  his  scientific 
library,  and  various  volumes,  that  are  rare,  upon  the  early 
history  of  the  West.  They  occupy  a  room  in  one  of  the  Col- 

lege Buildings— known  as  the  "Hildreth  Cabinet.''  This  do- nation made  Dr.  Hildreth  one  of  four  or  five  of  the  largest 
benefactors  of  the  College. 

For  most  of  the  above  facts'we  are  indebted  to  an_obituary 
notice  of  Dr.  Hildreth  in  the  Register  published  at  Marietta, 
Ohio. 

MAKRIED. 
GooDE— Guthrie. — In  Shelby  county,  Ey.,  July  SOth,  by 

Elder  T.  M.  Allen,  Dr.  Eobert  H.  Goode,  of  Vandalia,  111.,  and 
Miss  Virginia  A.,  daughter  of  E.  Guthrie,  Esq.,  of  Shelby  Co. 

Hou.se— Vervalen.— At  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  July  14th,  by 
Eev.  A.  S.  Freeman,  Henry  H.  House,  M.  D.,  of  Engiewood, 
N.  J  ,  and  Elizabeth  Permelia,  daughter  of  Eichard  A.  Verva- len, Esq.,  of  Haverstraw,  N.  T. 
Newcomb— Has.sler.— At  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  4th 

inst.,  by  the  Eev.  P.  D.  Gurley,  Prof.  S.  Newcomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  Mary  C,  daughter  of  the  late  Surgeon  Chas.  A.  Hassler, TJ.  S.  Army. 

DIED. 
Bell. — At  Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  County,  Michigan,  of 

phthisis  pulmonalis.  Dr.  H.  W.  Bell,  in  the  60th  year  of  his 
age. GuxN.— At  Hospital  of  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
near  Potomac  Creek,  Va.,  June  2d,  of  enteric  fever,  Assistant 
Surgeon  Neil  K.  Gunn,  First  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infan- try, First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Array  Corps. 

Dr.  GuN>-  M'as  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  a  graduate  of  Har- vard at  its  last  commencement  and  had  been  on  duty  with 
Ills  regiment  but  about  six  weeks.  He  Avas  buried  with  im- 

posing military  ceremonies,  his  funeral  being  attended  by  the 3Iedical  Staff  of  the  Division  and  many  other  ofiicers. 
Holmes. — In  camp  near  Germantown,  Fauquier  County,  Va., 

ou  the  23d  of  June  last,  of  diphtheria,  after  an  illness  of  only 
six  davs,  Dr.  Freeland  S.  Holmes,  Surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Eegi- ment  Maine  Volunteer.^,  of  Foxcroft,  Me. 

Jackson. — On  the  4th  inst ,  at  Providence  Hospital,  in  care 
of  Sisters  of  Charity,  Washington  City,  D.  C,  of  typhoid 
fever,  contracted  on  the  battle-field  at  Gettysburg,  Dr.  E.  Owen Jackson,  Assistant  Surgeon  Second  Kegimeut  P.  K.  V.  C,  aged 
26  vears,  son  of  E.  O.  Jackson,  of  this  city. 

\Vir,(  ()X.— On  t)ie  28th  of  July,  T.  Hamlin  Wilcox,  Esq.,  son 
of  Col.  .Jame'-^  Wilcox,  of  Virginia,  and  grandson  of  John 
F.  Lamb,      D.,  of  Fiankford,  Philadelphia. 
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we  will  state  that  manuscript  intended  for  pub- 
lication MUST  BE  WRITTEN  ON  BUT  ONE  SIDE  of  the 

sheet.  If  greater  care  was  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be  saved  to  printers, 
and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 
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Subscribers  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting 

Nos.  304,  305,  308,  309,  and  310,  which  are  still  due, 
and  will  be  sent)  will  please  remember  and  send 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  for  postage,  as  many  of 
the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



THE 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPOETEE. 

No.  352.]  PHILADELPHIA,  AUGUST  15,  1863.  [Vol.  X.— No,  16. 

Original  Department. 

Communications. 

KOUGH  IQ-OTES 
Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Eebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  United  States  Army,  and  Surgeon  in  Chief,  2d 

Division,  3d  Army  Corps. 
]sro.  21. 

Feigned  Diseases. 
Said  a  Medical  Director  of  a  corps  to  me  one 

day:  "I  never  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  'total 
depravity'  until  I  came  into  the  army,  but  now  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  that  and  go  further  if  it 
were  possible."  The  remark  was  called  forth  by 
a  conversation  about  feigned  diseases,  and  I  cite  it 
here  as  a  fitting  introduction  to  an  article  upon 
the  same  subject. 

It  is  difficult  to  bring  to  the  mind  of  a  practi- 
tioner in  some  quiet,  rural  district  the  zeal  which 

some  men  in  the  army  manifest  to  palm  them- 
selves off  as  sick  men,  and  it  would  scarcely  be 

believed  until  one  has  witnessed  it  for  himself, 
how  persistently  men  will  attempt  to  malinger. 

The  term  malingerer,  which  has  always  been  in 
use  in  the  army  to  designate  a  soldier  who  feigned 
disease,  has  been  almost  entirely  superseded  by  a 
slang  term,  of  the  origin  of  which  I  am  as  ignorant 
as  I  am  of  its  orthography,  but  which  is  pro- 

nounced '■^  Dead  BeatV  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
introducing  it  here,  as  its  use  is  so  universal 
among  all  ranks  and  classes,  from  Major- Generals 
to  drummer  boys,  and  because  I  have  known  of 
such  ludicrous  interpretations  given  to  it  by  peo- 

ple at  the  North  who  heard  it  fall  from  the  lips  of 

an  army  officer.  Like  the  word  "skedaddle," 
which  one  now  sees  even  in  the  official  language 
of  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  it  is  a  word 
originating  no  one  knows  how,  where,  or  when, 
but  the  use  of  which  is  universal. 

The  incentives  to  feign  disease  in  the  army  are 
great,  and  the  army  practitioner  has  to  be  con- 

stantly on  the  alert  to  detect  the  true  from  the 
false.    A  regimental  medical  officer,  if  he  knows 

his  regiment  as  he  should,  will  soon  be  enabled 

to  single  out  the  '•'•Dead  Beats,''''  and  know  who 
to  suspect.  But  woe  be  to  a  medical  officer  fresh 

from  civil  life  who  takes  charge  of  a  "sick  call" 
in  an  old  regiment.  Every  malingerer  in  the  regi- 

ment makes  his  appearance  at  the  "call,"  and 
such  pains  as  he  suffers,  and  such  complaints  as 
he  pours  into  the  ear  of  the  medical  officer  will 
almost  make  the  latter  believe  that  his  prede- 

cessor has  been  some  heartless  brute  who  has 
been  maltreating  the  poor  fellows;  but  let  him 
order  them  "6n  duty,"  and  he  will  see  at  the 
afternoon  drill  the  crippled  rheumatic  of  the  morn- 

ing the  erect  and  active  skirmisher  of  the  after- 
noon. 

These  malingerers  are  often  very  ingenious. 
They  understand  very  well  what  diseases  can  be 

"played,"  (as  they  term  it, J  and  what  cannot. 
As  an  instance  of  this  I  may  give  the  following 
anecdote,  which  I  have  from  indubitable  authority. 

"A  Board  of  Medical  Officers  were  examining 
patients  for  discharge.  They  were  in  a  wall  tent, 
and  after  a  patient  had  been  examined  and  sent 
out,  the  following  conversation  was  overheard 
between  him  and  a  comrade  : 

"What  did  they  do  with  you,  Jim?" 
"  I  don't  know ;  they  didn't  seem  to  see  it." 
"  What  did  you  have  ?" 
"Pain  in  the  side  ;  bad  cough,  and  fluttering  at 

the  heart." "Oh!    You  might  have  known  they'd 
find  you  out.  All  they've  got  to  do  is  to  thump 
you,  (percussion,)  and  they  know  you  lie.  Why 
didn't  you  play  rheumatism,  carry  a  big  cane,  and 
howl  like  the  whenever  you  moved  your  leg  ? 

Then  you'd  have  had  them." 
This  is  the  generally  received  opinion  among 

the  old  soldiers,  and  some  of  them  do  simulate 
rheumatism  so  artfully  that  it  is  indeed  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  charac- 

ter of  the  man,  to  determine  whether  the  case  is 
genuine  or  spurious.  , 

A  man  who  has  once  made  up  his  mind  that  he 

will  "play  for  a  discharge,"  will  pertinaciously 
adhere  to  his  story,  and  will  suffer  all  sorts  of 
punishment  and  take  the  most  nauseous  potions 
before  he  will  "give  in."  Let  me  mention  an  ex- 

ample or  two. 
F.  P.,  Co.  B,  5th  Excelsior,  was  a  Frenchman 
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[Vol.  X, of  some  forty  years  of  age.  He  had  been  in  tlae 
Zouaves  D'Afrique  of  the  French  service  for  four- 

teen years,  and  at  the  time  he  came  under  my 
notice  he  was  a  private  in  the  regiment  of  which 
I  was  surgeon. 

He  presented  himself  at  sick  call  while  the  regi- 
ment was  in  Maryland,  complaining  of  rheumatism 

in  the  muscles  of  the  back  and  one  leg,  and  was  not 
at  first  suspected.  But  as  he  took  his  medicine 
regularly,  and  as  he  got  no  better  at  all,  my  sus- 

picion was  aroused,  and  I  made  inquiries  in  his 
company  from  which  I  learned  that  he  was  by 
profession  a  juggler,  or,  as  that  class  of  performers 
now  style  themselves,  a  jjrestidigatateur — that  his 
nights  were  spent  in  gambling,  and  that  every 
thing  tended  to  show  that  he  was  a  malingerer. 

At  the  next  morning  "call"  I  told  .him  that  I 
knew  all  about  him— that  his  disease  was  all 
assumed,  and  I  directed  the  orderly-sergeant  to 
put  him  on  duty. 

He  protested,  begged  and  threatened  in  turn, 
but  I  was  inexorable.  He  was  compelled  to  go  on 
duty,  but  he  still  persisted  in  his  rheumatism 
and  limped  after  the  most  approved  fashion. 

After  a  month's  trial  his  captain  requested  me 
to  try  him  again  with  medicine  and  see  whether  a 
somewhat  active  course  of  treatment  would  not 
bring  him  to  terms.  I  accordingly  tried  active 
purgation,  blisters,  and  low  diet,  but  with  no 
effect.  The  disease  got  worse  instead  of  better, 
and  he  would  wake  up  his  comrades  at  night  by 
his  cries  of  pain ;  he  would  apparently  writhe  in 
agony,  and  the  sweat  would  appear  in  great  drops 
upon  his  brow.  I  watched  him  very  narrowly 
and  still  adhered  to  ray  opinion.  The  officers  of 
his  company,  however,  feared  I  had  been  mis- 

taken, and  that  he  really  was  sick. 
I  cleared  him  out  of  the  hospital  and  reported 

him  for  duty;  but  after  trying  various  punish- 
ments without  success,  and  after  trying  with  alike 

ill  success  to  get  me  to  consider  him  sick,  his  com- 
pany officers  gave  him  up  as  a  case  beyond  their 

power  to  manage,  and  he  did  about  as  he  pleased, 
occasionally  doing  a  little  guard  duty  or  helping 
around  the  cook  tent. 
On  one  occasion  he  came  to  me,  and  after 

apologizing  in  the  Frenchiest  style  of  polite  ob- 
Eequiousness  for  the  trouble  he  had  unavoidably 
given  me,  informed  me  that  a  vapor  bath  was 
the  only  thing  that  would  cure  him,  as  that  had 
relieved  him  while  in  the  French  service  after 

long  years  of  suffering.  If  I  would  sign  his  dis- 
charge i^apers  he  would  go  to  New  York,  get 

cured  \)y  a  vapor  bath  and  immediately  re-enlist. 
I  told  him  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  his 
doing  that,  as  I  would  arrange  to  give  him  vapor 
baths  in  carnp.  With  a  sang-froid  unimaginable 
he  quickly  replied,  that  that  would  never  do,  as 

after  the  bath  he  must  needs  keep  housed,  and 
that  a  tent  would  not  answer  to  stay  in  after  the 
bath. 

Shortly  after  this,  and  after  he  had  been  malin- 
gering for  three  or  four  months  or  more,  I  was 

one  evening  just  about  dusk  coming  out  of  a  tent 
near  the  color  line  (where  I  had  been  to  visit  a 
patient  "sick  in  quarters" J  and  espied  my  trou- 

blesome rheumatic  running  at  full  speed  across 
the  parade  ground. 

A  wagon  with  pies  had  been  in  camp  and  was 
about  leaving,  he  wanted  a  pie  and  had  halloed 
to  the  driver  of  the  wagon  in  vain,  when  seeing 
no  one  observing  him,  he  made  a  run  for  the 
wagon  when  he  suddenly  confronted  me. 

His  game  was  up,  and  with  the  utmost  non- 
chalance he  repeated  to  his  comrades  how  ' '  Mon- 

sieur le  Docteur"  had  surprised  him.  A  few  days 
after  I  asked  him  what  tempted  him  to  keep  up 
the  deception  so  long  and  endure  so  many  punish- 

ments. Striking  his  pocket  and  jingling  the  gold, 
(for  Government  was  then  paying  specie,)  he 
laughingly  replied  in  his  broken  English,  to  the 
effect,  that  when  out  of  money  he  was  very  sick 

that  he  might  spend  his  time  in  gambling,  at ' which  he  was  most  expert,  and  from  which  he 
realized  large  sums. 

After  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  he  again  com- 
menced his  malingering,  but  his  former  expose 

prevented  him  from  having  much  success.  I 
recollect,  however,  on  one  fatiguing  march  he 
positively  refused  to  go  further,  and  the  colonel 
tied  him  behind  a  wagon.  He  watched  his  chance, 
untied  himself,  and  fell  behind,  and  on  the  ap- 

pearance of  an  ambulance  went  through  his  terri- 
ble contortions,  was  picked  up  by  the  ambulance 

driver,  and  when  we  halted  for  the  night  we  found 
him  quietly  cooking  his  coffee,  (the  ambulance 
having  passed  us,)  and  as  we  rode  in  he  saluted 
us  (a,  quiet  smile  of  triumph  on  his  face)  with  a 
polite  military  salute  and  a  pleasant  "Bon  jour, 

Messieurs." I  remember  another  case  where  I  treated  two 
men  of  one  company  for  rheumatism  for  nearly 
a  month.  They  would  get  better,  and  every  rain- 

storm would  make  them  worse.  They  shammed 
it  so  well  and  bore  such  a  good  name  in  their 
company,  that  I  never  suspected  them.  One 
morning,  however,  when  they  had  been  com- 

plaining of  a  severe  relapse,  my  Hospital  Steward 
observed  them  amusing  themselves  by  jumj^ing  a 
ditch  about  six  feet  wide — and  they  suddenly  con- 
valesced. 

A  most  remarkable  case  of  feigned  insanity  oc- 
curred in  a  regiment  under  the  charge  of  a  friend 

of  mine.  A  supposed  insane  man  was  kept  in  the 
regiment  for  several  months  and  his  every  action 
carefully  and  closely  watched.    He  would  sit  for 
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hours  together  on  the  color  line  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  camp,  with  a  pole,  and  imagine  him- 

self fishing.  He  was  at  length  discharged,  and 
when  leaving  his  camp,  one  of  his  old  company 
said  to  him:  ''Bill,  what  did  you  make  such  a 
d — d  fool  of  yourself  as  to  sit  out  in  the  sun  all 
day  pretending  to  be  fishing."  Pulling  out  his 
discharge  papers  he  replied,  with  a  quiet  smile, 
"  I  was  fishing  for  these  papers." 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 
Antagonistic  Action  Between  Opium  and  Bel 

ladonna— Granular  Lids. 
Translated  for  !he  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masiilon,  Ohio. 

In  the  International  Congress  of  Ophthalmology, 
in  Paris,  last  October,  Graefe  made  some  remarks 
on  the  antagonism  which  is  observed  between 
opium  and  belladonna  in  their  action  on  accom- 

modation and  upon  the  dimension  of  the  pupil. 
Graefe  said :  "  Works  oa  general  therapeutics,  as 
well  as  the  observation  of  oculopupillar  phenom- 

ena, reveal  a  state  of  antagonism  between  the 
action  of  belladonna  and  opium,  in  a  general  point 
of  view,  as  well  as  with  reference  to  the  dimen- 

sions of  the  pupil.  If  the  belladonna  and  its  alka- 
loid dilate  the  pupil,  opium  and  its  alkaloids  it  is 

well  known  will,  on  the  contrary,  cause  contrac- 
tion. The  inquiry  arises,  whether  this  antago- 

nism does  not  go  further,  and,  after  having  exerted 
their  influence  on  the  iris,  whether  opium  does 
not  influence  accommodation  in  a  manner  contrary 
to  the  action  of  belladonna.  We  have  injected 
the  salts  of  morphia  in  the  cellular  tissue  in  the 
ocular  region,  and  we  have  noticed  that  the  con- 

traction of  the  pupil  was  not  the  only  phenome- 
non produced  in  this  circumstance.  Accommoda- 
tion was  also  affected  ;  the  patient  could  no  longer 

see  far;  this  apparent  myopy  was  quite  real,  as 
concave  glasses  neutralized  it.  What  was,  in 
this  case,  the  effect  sustained  by  accommodation  ? 
In  which  case  did  it  depend  on  spasm  ?  In  what 
other  must  it  be  attributed  to  paralysis  ? 

"A  few  reflections  will  enlighten  us  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  is  known  that  on  dividing  the  cervical 

fibres  of  the  great  sympathetic,  the  pupil  contracts 
just  as  it  does  after  the  absorption  of  the  salts  of 
morphia.  Now,  on  irritating  the  superior  end  of 
the  cut  fillet,  the  pupil  enlarges  as  it  does  after 
the  absorption  of  belladonna.  If  the  same  effects 
ought  to  be  generally  attributed  to  the  same 
causes,  we  must  then  view  the  atropine  as  an  ac- 
^tive  force  which  provokes  contraction  of  the  radi- 

ated fibres  of  the  iris,  and  not  paralysis  of^  the 
circular  fibres.  Professor  Ruete  has  demonstrated 

that  in  paralysis  atropia  still  acts.    In  extend- 

ing the  same  mode  of  action  of  atropia  to  the 
apj)aratus  of  accommodation,  we  ought  to  think 
that  it  apparently  paralyzes  accommodation  only 
by  the  irritation  it  produces  on  the  sympathetic 
fillets  of  the  tensor  of  the  choroid.  It  is  known 
that  the  ciliary  apparatus,  like  the  iris,  has  two 
direct  sources  of  innervation,  the  one  cerebro- 

spinal, the  other  sympathetic. 
"  The  force  which  presides  over  active  accom- 

modation is  derived  from  the  cerebro-spinal  sys- 
tem ;  the  other,  which  holds  under  its  control  the 

tensor  of  the  circular  fibres,  is  the  ganglionic  sys- 
tem, and  it  is  upon  this  last  system  on  which 

opium  and  belladonna  act  with  opposite  effects, 
the  former  paralyzing  them,  and  the  latter  excit- 

ing them.  We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  contraction  of  the  radiated  fibres  corres- 

ponds to  relaxation  of  accommodation,  as  paraly- 
sis does  to  the  maximum  convexity  of  the  lens. 
"The  tensor  muscle  of  the  choroid,  like  the 

iris,  is  composed  of  a  crown  of  radiated  fibres, 
implanted  by  their  internal  extremity  upon  a 
circle  formed  of  circular  fibres  in  the  manner  of 

sphincters. 
"The  radiated  fibres,  placed  under  the  influence 

of  the  sympathetic,  contract  in  both  organs  under 
the  reflex  action  of  the  sympathetic,  or  by  the  ac- 

tion of  belladonna.  Opium,  on  the  contrary, 

paralyzes  them,  as  does  the  division"of  the  supe- 
rior fillet  of  the  cervical  gangliouj  thus  evincing 

the  action  of  sphincters." 
Granular  Lids. 

In  the  same  Congress,  Dr.  Anagxostakis,  of 
Athens,  (Greece)  read  a  very  interesting  paper 
entitled  "  Contributions  historiques  d  la  pathologie  et 
d  la  therapeutique  des  granulations  palpebrales,'^  in 
which  the  learned  doctor  proves  that  notwith- 

standing the  attention  given  by  great  minds  of 
late  years  to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  gran- 

ular disease  of  the  eyes,  and  that  notwithstanding 
the  general  belief  that  great  progress  has  been 
made  in  that  direction,  in  reality  very  little  has 
been  gained  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  Curi- 

ously enough,  he  proves  by  quotations  that  the 
popular  pathological  classification  of  granular  dis- 

ease of  M.  Hairion  differs  but  little  from  that 
given  by  Aetius.  According  to  the  authority  of 
Galex,  tannin  was  applied  to  the  lids  in  the  form 
of  gall-nuts.  Hippocrates  recommends  local  de- 

pletion, the  excision  of  the  granulations,  general 
bleeding,  and  topical  astringents,  very  similar  to 
the  popular  treatment  of  the  present  day. 

The  tritoxyde  of  iron,  lead,  escharotics,  fine 
sulphate  of  copper,  verdegris,  oxyde  of  zinc, 
mercury,  antimony,  and  arsenic,  are  among  the 
remedies  in  common  use  among  the  ancients  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease. 

The  doctor  claims  that  the  history  of  the  pathol- 
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[Vol.  X. ogjand  treatment  lias  not  been  sufficiently  studied, 
and  that  national  honor  has  impelled  him  to  fill  up 
this  lacuna  by  the  production  he  presented.  He 
concludes  by  saying  :  *'  Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to 
conclude  my  short  ir^moire  by  a  parable.  I  know 
a  man  who  abandoned  the  old  house  he  had 
received  by  heritage,  and  at  great  expense  erected 
a  fashionable  structure.  *  My  friend,'  I  told  him, 

'at  least  save  a  great  expense  by  using  the 'mate- rial of  the  old  house  in  the  construction  of  the 

new.'  " 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

On  the  Dignity  of  Ancient  Pharmacy. 
(Continued  from  p.  210.) 

"Attains,  the  last  King  of  Pergamus,  famous  for 
liis  knowledge  of  metallurgy,  was  also  well  skilled 
in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  He  invented  several 
medicines  which  acquired  great  celebrity,  and  com- 

pounded poisons  and  antidotes,  the  effects  of  which 
he  proved  upon  sentenced  criminals.  Our  present 
ointment  of  white  lead,  and  some  other  formuhe 
which  have  descended  to  us,  are  of  his  invention. 
Marcelhis  has  preserved  the  following  prescription 
which  this  prince  used  to  prescribe  for  diseases  of 
ihe  liver  and  spleen,  for  dropsy,  and  for  improving 
a  lurid  complexion.  It  consists  of  crocus,  nardus, 
indicum,  cassia,  cinnamon,  mj-rrha,  schteni  ilores  et costus.  These  are  to  be  made  into  a  confection  or 
electuary  with  honey,  to  be  ]<cpt  iu  a  silver  box. 
The  King's  knoAvledge  of  metals  tauglit  him  that 
the  medicine  would  be  injured  by  any  other  readily 
procurable  metal." 

"  Mithridatcs,  King  of  Pontus,  perhaps  invented 
the  celebrated  antidote  called  '  coiifcctio  Mitliridatis  ;' 
1>ut  he  miglit  have  improved  it  only,  for  some  au- 
I'ient  authors  think  that  the  worthless  secret  was 
romniunicatcd  to  him  by  the  physician  Zopyrus. 
This  may  liave  been  the  same  Zopyrus  who  com- 

pounded an  antidote  against  mortal  poison,  and 
airainfet  pain  in  the  stomach,  liver,  or  spleen,  for 
Ptolemy,  King  of  Ejrypt,  probably  Latliyrus ;  it 
consisted  of  costus,  tlius  masculum,  piper  albtim, 
florcs  juncl  rotundi,  cinnainoinum,  cassia,  crocus, 
myrrlia  ct  nardus,  made  into  an  electuary  with  honey. 
It  was  named  '  Ambrosia.'  It  is  related  that  certain 
criminals  havin^c  been  compelled  to  swallow  poison, 
8omc  got  the  Mithridatic  confection  and  recovered, 
while  others  who  did  not  got  it  died.  Avicenna 
seems  to  liavc  believed  that  Mithridatcs  composed 
his  antidote  with  his  own  hands  ;  at  least  we  may 
judge  BO  from  the  einjdiatic  langua;;e  which  he  uses. 
He  says,  '  Confcctio  MitliridatiR  ncjbilis  est  confectio 
'luarn  fecit  Mithridafr-s  rex  I'outi,  et  noniinavit  suo 
nomine,  ct  compoRiilt  ipsam.'  The  use  of  the  words 
frcit  and  romposnU  in  the  same  sentence  seems  cm- 
I'hatic.  Mithridatcs  dosed  himself  with  this  won- 
•Icrful  alexiffharmir',  but  by  r-onnfant  use  of  it  he 
became  infonveniently  poison-proof ;  for  when  he 
found  it  nc'csfiary  to  fjoison  hirnnfrir  he  rould  not, 
and  was  obliged  to  apply  to  a  friend  to  8tal>  liim  ! 

*' Jubn  tlic  J^cfrmd,  the  amiable  and  acf oinj)lishcd 
king  of  Maiu  itania,  wrote  books  on  natural  history 

and  on  the  virtue  of  herbs.  Evax,  a  king  of  Arabia, 
wrote  a  book  on  medical  botany,  which  he  dedicated 
to  Nero.  Nero,  himself,  was  a  proticieut  in  a  branch 
of  medicine  which  occasionally  stood  his  friend. 
This  imperial  reprobate  was  in  the  habit  of  wander- 

ing aboiit  the  streets  of  Rome  at  night  iu  disguise, 
creating  riots  and  committing  all  sorts  of  distur- 

bances. He  used  on  these  occasions  to  get  inyolved 
in  pugilistic  contests,  during  which  he  was  often 
soundly  thrashed,  and  seldom  escaped  without  a 
black  eye  or  two,  and  a  face  vying  with  the  rainbow. 
Believing  this  Avas  not  a  very  reputable  appearance 
for  an  emperor,  he  had  the  grace  to  keep  by  him  in 
stock  an  ointment  which  he  made  of  an  acrimonious 
lierb  called  thapsia,  or  deadly  carrot,  mixed  with 
frankincense  and  wax.  After  these  drubbings  he 
smeared  his  face  with  his  ointment,  and  next  morn- 

ing M-as  quite  free,  as  Pliny  affirms,  from  all  proofs 
of  his  well-merited  punishment. 
"Agrippa,  King  of  the  Jews,  invented  an  oint- ment for  debility  of  the  nerves,  which  cueumbered 

the  Pharmacopoeias  of  Europe  until  a  few  centuries 
ago.  It  bore  his  name,  and  so  much  did  this  nar- 

row-minded monarch  prize  his  secret,  that  he  never 
could  endure  to  communicate  it  to  his  subjects. 

"  The  Emperor  Adrian  is  said  to  hav(>  possessed 
considerable  knowledge  of  medicine  and  pharmacy, 
and  he  also  favored  mankind  with  a  royal  antidote 
against  all  sorts  of  poison.  It  was  called  '  Adri- 
anum,'  and  consisted  of  opium,  henbane,  euphor- 
bium,  and  thirty-eight  other  ingredients  of  little 
power.  The  last  royal  medicine  to  which  I  shall 
allude,  is 'One  composed  in  the  sixth  century  by  the 
Emperor  Justin,  which  continued  in  use  for  nearly 
one  thousand  years. 

"  The  medical  art  was  also  understood  and  used 
for  purposes  which  were  not  always  the  best,  by 
pi'incesses.  From  Diodorus  Siculus  we  learn  some 
historical  facts,  disguised  in  fable,  it  is  true,  but 
probably  having  reference  to  real  persons  and  occur- 

rences. Hecate,  the  daughter  of  Perses,  studied  the 
compoundiug  of  poisons,  and  was  the  discoverer  of 
aconite,  or  wolfsbane.  She  made  trial  of  every  com- 

position by  mixing  them  with  the  food  which  was 
given  to  strangers  ;  for  it  was  the  custom  to  destroy 
all  strangers  that  came  to  or  Avere  cast  on  the  island. 
Being  tiuis  grown  skilful  in  the  art,  this  accomplished 
lady  iioisoned  her  father  and  usurped  his  croAvn. 
According  to  Diodorus  she  had  two  dauu'Iitei's.  named Ciree  and  ̂ Medea.  Circe  was  much  addicted  to  the 
compounding  of  all  sorts  of  medicines  ;  slie  discov- 

ered the  efficacy  of  various  roots  and  herbs  ;  learned 
much  from  her  well-practised  mother,  but  much 
more  by  her  own  industry ;  so  that,  as  Diodorus 
believed,  she  left  nothing  to  be  learned  by  any  that 
came  after  her  that  could  advance  the  art.  She,  im- 

itating the  exaijjple  of  her  excellent  mother,  turned 
her  skill  to  an  equally  good  account,  for  she  poisoned 
her  husband  and  tisurped  his  crown,  l)ut  perpetrated 
so  many  cruelties  on  her  subjects,  that  she  Avas  at 
length  expelled  the  kingdom.  Medea,  hoAvever,  turned 
her  knoAvledge  to  humane  purposes.  (Diodor.  Sic. cap.  iii.) 

"Cleopatra,  Queen  of  Egypt,  wrote  treatises  on 
medicine,  especially  on  the  diseases  of  Avomen.  She 
made  extensive  experiments  on  ])oisons,  and  con- 

trived various  cosmetics,  which  in  her  OAvn  case  she 
turned  to  good  account. 

"  Besides  croAvncd  heads,  the  profession  of  medi- cine enumerates  in  its  lists  some  of  the  most  eminent 
l)hilO(Soi)h(!rs  of  antiquity,  Avho  also  invented  and 
(^ompoimded  remedies.  Pyth.agoras  and  Democritus 
travelled  all  over  Persia,  Arabia,  Ethiopia,  and 
Egypt,  and  had  conferred  Avith  tiie  sages  and  learned 
pcirsons  called  Magi  ;  the  great  kuoAvledge  of  medi- 

cine thus  ac(iuired  they  each  presented  to  the  Avorld 
in  the  form  of  a  book.  Both  of  them  publicly  pro- 
f(;ssed  magic,  l)ut  kept  its  mysteries  secret.  P3'tha- 
goras  Avas  certainly  an  extraordinary  character  ;  en- 
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dowed  vrhh  qualifications  of  the  highest  order,  per- 
sonal and  mental,  he  commanded  admiration  and 

respect  whenever  he  appeared.  He  was  a  celebrated 
wrestler,,  then  a  popular  accomplishment,  and  was 
skilled  in  oratory,  rhetoric,  poetry,  music,  and  phi- 

losophy. On  his  return  from  his-  travels,  he  settled 
at  Crotona,  in  Magna  Grpecia,  where  he  founded  a 
school,  as  well  as  a  new  sect  of  philosophers.  His 
celebrated  doctrine  relative  to  transmigration,  he,  in 
all  probability,  purloined  from  the  Egyptian  priests  ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  he  supported  it  in  a  manner 
v\-hich  he  himself  must  have  known  to  be  false.  He 
pretended  that  the  soul  of  his  deceased  friend,  Calli- 
phon,  conversed  with  him  night  and  day,  and  gave 
him  the  important  advice  not  to  pass  over  a  place 
where  an  ass  had  fallen  down.  On  the  whole,  one 
would  be  disposed  to  consider  this  celebrated  char- 

acter as  a  highly  talented  and  successful  impostor. 
The  following  specimen  of  his  pharmacy  may  be 
interesting.  It  was  famed  under  the  name  of  'Anti- 
dotum  Pythagoras ;'  and  we  are  informed  that  the 
great  philosopher,  having  proved  its  efficacy,  pre- scribed it  for  such  of  his  dear  friends  as  labored 
under  stomach  complaints,  in  all  kinds  of  which  it 
is  affirmed  to  be  successful.  '  Recipe ;  Iridos  drach- 

mas octodecim  et  scrupulos  duos  ;  gentiante  drach- 
mas quinque ;  zingiberis  drachmas  quatuor  cum  se- 

misse :  melano-piperis  drachmas  quatuor;  mellis 
q.s.  Detur  in  modum  nucis.'  Pythagoras  also  in- 

vented vinegar  of  squill ;  but  the  medicinal  use  of 
the  squill  was  taught  him  by  Epimenides. 

"  Empedocles  of  Agrigentum.  a  philosopher  and  I 
an  eminent  poet,  was  celebrated  for  his  knowledge  ; 
of  medicine.    Of  such  consideration  was  he  amongst  i 
his  countrymen  for  his  talents  and  social  virtues,  I 
that  they  offered  him  the  crown,  but  this  proof  of  j 
their  affection  he  had  the  magnanimity  to  refuse.  I 
He  was  a  believer  in  a  modified  doctrine  of  transmi- 

gration ;  according  to  his  own  account  he  had  been  j 
a  girl,  a  shrub,  a  fish,  and  finally  a  philosopher,  j 
Could  he  have  sincerely  believed  this  ?  | 

Democritus,  who  had  travelled  to  the  same  coun-  j 
tries  as  P3i;hagoras  in  search  of  knowledge,  seems  to  | 
have  been  an  equally  eccentric  genius  ;  and  such  I 
were  his  peculiarities  that  he  was  at  one  time  sup-  | 
])osed  to  be  mad.    He  seems  to  have  had  a  taste  for  j 
chemistry  ;  for  he  found  solvents  for  ditferent  stones,  ; 
made  artificial  gems  and  colored  them  with  metallic  j 
oxides,  and  invented  an  atomic  hypothesis,  which,  ; 
however,  had  little  resemblance  to  that  at  present  | 

known.  '  The  following  is  one  of  his  prescriptions  ;  ̂ it  does  not  evince  much  skill  in  the  selection  of  i 
remedies :— Take  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  hyaena, 
mix  it  with  his  gall  and  some  old  oil,  and  boil  them  • 
all  together.    It  was  employed  for  all  pains  of  the  I 
nerves.    (Marcellus.)    In  the  book  written  after  his  ; 
travels,  he  has  given  a  prescription  which  inevitably  j 
leaves  him  in  the  dilemma  of  being  accounted  either  j a  most  credulous  fool  or  a  consummate  knave.    It  i 
is  a  composition  which  enables  a  man  to  have  hand-  j 
some,  virtuous,  and  fortunate  children.  (Pliny.) 
Miserably  for  the  votaries  of  beauty,  the  prescription 
is  lost.    The  characteristics  of  the  ancient  physi- 

cians is  the  attributing  of  inordinate  powers  and  too 
many  virtues  to  inconsiderable  remedies.  Chrysip- 
pus  and  Dienches  each  wrote  a  book,  wonderful  to 
sav,  on  the  medical  virtues  of  cabbage.  (Plinv, 

Galen.)  "  j "  I  shall  give  but  two  or  three  more  instances  of  I illustrious  persons  of  ancient  times  who  occupied  I 
themselves  with  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  The  i 
prophet  Esdras,  while  in  exile  at  Babylon,  amused  j 
himself  with  compounding  a  medicine  of  his  iuveu-  i 
tion,  which,  up  to  a  few  centtiries  since,  retained  a  j 
place  in  the  pharmacopoeias  of  Europe.  It  consisted  j 
of  no  less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  ingredients,  and 
one  of  these  consisted  of  forty  ;  out  of  which  number  i 
the  prophet  calculated  that  one  at  least  should  be  ' capable  of  curing.  He  might  have  shortened  his  i 
prescription  and  his  labors  by  directing  a  little  of  all  i 

the  medicines  known  in  the  world  at  that  time  to  b^ 
mixed  together.  Those  who  wish  to  compound  this 
polychrest  formula  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  ingre- 

dients, will  find  it  in  fuU  detail  in  the  work  of  Xico- 
iaus  Pmepositus. 

"It  is  not  perhaps  generally  known  that  St.  Paul was  an  amateur  in  physic  ;  yet  NicolaiTS  Propositus 
gives  a  formula  which  he  calls  Potio  Sancti  Pauli, 
and  which,  he  says,  was  invented  by  that  learned 
apostle.  It  is  the  same  heterogeneous  medley  as  all 
the  medical  prescriptions  of  that  age.  St.  Luke,  as 
is  well  known,  was  a  physician  ;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  gain  any  insight  into  his  practice. 

"  On  consideration  of  this  list  of  emperors,  prin- 
cesses, philosophers,  physicians-royal,  prophets,  and 

saints,  who  have  in  different  ages  of  the  world  pur- 
sued the  knowledge  of  medicine  cbmbined  with  phar- 

macy, we  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  antiquity 
and  grandeur  of  the  art,  as  it  was  then  practised — a 
noble  art  cultivated  for  its  own  sake,  without  fee, 
but  not  without  reward — as  a  branch  of  philosophy, 
and  as  an  element  of  liberal  education. — Dublin 
Jledical  Press. 

DOMESTIC. 

On  the  Arrest  of  the  Secretion  of  Milk. 
Mrs.  P.,  ffit  30,  has  had  five  children,  and  has  been 

several  times  troubled  with  indurated  breasts  after 
labor.  She  was  delivered  by  a  midwife  on  the  first 
of  ilay  inst.,  of  a  still-born  child.  I  was  consulted 
tvrelve  hours  after  her  accouchement,  on  account  of 
some  imaginary  abnormal  sensations,  and  put  her 
at  once  on  five-grain  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium 
every  four  hours,  directing  frequent  frictions  of  cam- 

phorated oil  to  the  breasts,  and  keeping  them  covered 
with  cotton  batting  and  bandaged  tightly,  hoping  by 
this  means  to  prevent  the  formation  of  milk  ;  this 
caused  her  some  pain  in  them  for  twenty-four  hours, 
when  it  gradually  subsided.  Had  I  commenced  the 
treatment  a  little  sooner,  I  feel  confident  it  would 
have  succeeded,  as  the  quantity  secreted  on  the.  set- 

ting in  of  the  milk  fever,  was  extremely  small ;  to 
disperse  it,  I  now  conjoined  with  the  iodide  of  pot- 

assium, half-drachm  doses  of  the  wine  of  colchicum, 
continuing  the  local  application  of  camphor  and  the 
bandaging,  and  giving  directions  to  take  away  a 
little  of  the  milk,  should  the  breasts  become  painful. 
They  were  slightly  drawn  tAvice,  and  in  two  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  colchicum  (four  days 
after  confinement)  I  found  the  mammary  gland  flat, 
indurated  and  withotit  milk.  In  twenty-four  hours 
after  this,  i  was  compelled  to  suspend  the  use  of  the 
remedy,  on  account  of  its  purgative  action  on  the 
bowels,  and  now  trusted  to  the  camphorated  oil 
alone  to  remove  the  induration,  which  it  did  com- 

pletely in  about  a  week.  The  breasts  remain  much 
smaller  than  natural,  and  the  areohe  are  of  a  dark 
brown  color,  and  papillre  much  enlarged.  She  says 
she  has  not  had  any  trouble  Avith  her  breasts  since 
the  first  day,  and  denies  feeling  the  least  uneasiness 
in  them.  She  finds,  however,  that  she  is  not  gaining 
her  strength  as  fast  as  usual  this  time.  / 

Dr.  LococK  remarks  that  the  ill  health  that  follows 
the  artificial  arrest  of  milk,  is  best  relieved  by  laxa- 

tives ;  these  I  had  found  necessary  to  give  a  few  days 
since,  notwithstanding  her  pale  auiT^mic  appearance, as  the  costiveness  with  which  she  had  been  troubled 
seemed  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  the  excessive  flow 
and  continued  red  color  of  her  lochia.  She  is  now 
on  the  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine,  and  improving daily. 

Extract  of  Belladonna:  To  Dr.  R.  H.  Goolden,  of 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  the  profession  is  indebted  for 
again  bringing  into  notice  the  extract  of  belladonna, 
as  an  application  to  the  breasts  for  the  arrest  of  the 
secretion  of  milk.    He  merely  applies  it  to  the  areolie. 

Colchicum  internally :  And  having  noticed  that  cows 
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eatin!?  the  colcliicum  plant  iu  pastures,  immediately 
became  dry,  he  tliouaht  of  trying  the  wine  of  colchi- cum,  in  half-drachm  doses,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
was  applying  tlie  extract  of  belladonna  to  the  nip- ples ;  and  iu  one  case,  where  the  breasts  were  very 
tumid,  tender,  painful  and  hard,  within  two  hours  they 
became  perfectly  relieved,  the  milk  greatly  absorbed, 
and  what  is  very  important,  there  was  no  fever  or 
other  inconvenience  attending  the  sudden  suppres- sion of  the  milk. 

Dr.  BrRROWS,  of  Liverpool,  who  likewise  has  been 
very  successful  Avith  the  belladonna,  gives  conjointly 
with  the  colchicum,  drachm  doses  of  epsom  salts, 
repeating  the  mixture  every  four  hours  ;  and  finds 
that  in  thu-ty-six  liours,  the  swollen,  hard,  tender 
and  red  breast  becomes  cool,  pale  and  flaccid,  being 
finally  reduced  smaller  even  than  before  pregnancy. 

Dr.  E.  U.  Berry,  of  Covent  Garden,  mentions  two 
cases  where  in  place  of  arresting  the  secretion,  the 
belladonna  seemed  to  merely  relax  the  mouths  of  the 
lactiferous  tubes,  and  give  relief  to  the  inflamed 
breasts  by  causing  the  milk  to  flow  freely  away  into 
a  bread  poultice,  and  the  suckling  was  continued 
afterwards.  May  it  not  have  been  the  action  of  the 
poultice  that  produced  this  effect  1 

The  belladonna  does  not  seem  to  alfect  the  milk  in 
the  breast,  and  the  child  may  be  applied  at  any  time, 
after  washing  the  nipples  carefully. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner,  of  New  York,  applies  a  plaster 
of  extract  of  belladonna  spread  on  kid,  and  leaves  a 
hole  for  the  nipple  when  it  is  desired  to  remove  swel- 

ling and  decrease  the  quantity  of  milk,  and  the  child 
is  allowed  to  suck  without  disturbing  it. 

Cnmphor:  Dr.  Harris,  of  Savannah,  who  has  had 
much  experience,  prefers  camphor  to  belladonna, 
and  mixes  it  Avith  glycerine  ;  and  we  have  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  checking  a  too  excessive  flow  of  milk 
by  frictions  of  camphorated  oil,  which  have  never 
seemed  to  affect  the  child  in  any  way,  although  kept 
constantly  at  the  breast. 

Iodide  of  Potassium :  This  salt  has  been  strongly 
recommended  by  some  French  and  German  practi- 

tioners. Professor  M.  Roussel,  of  Bordeaux,  who 
has  employed  it  in  twenty  cases  of  painful  engorge- 

ment of  the  breast,  finds  that  the  iodide  removes  it 
generally  in  three  d.iy.s,  and  that  the  milk  will  return 
if  desired,  by  discontinuing  the  remedy  as  soon  as 
relief  has  been  obtained  :  and  farther,  that  six  or 
eight  grains  in  the  twenty-fours,  taken  in  divided 
doses,  has  X)roved  more  successful  in  his  hands  than 
wlien  given  in  larger  doses. 

Dr.  Gaillard  Thomas  applies  the  belladonna,  and 
gives  large  doses  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  internally. 

Tobacco:  Tol)acco  ointment  made  by  boiling  an 
ounce  of  fresh  tobacco  in  a  pound  of  lard,  is  said 
to  act  similar  to  extract  belladonna,  and  never  to 
produce  constitutional  effects  when  applied  to  the 
breaBts. 

Sdijc:  Taken  in  strong  infusion,  long  since  recom- 
mended by  Van  Sweiten,  has  often  been  resorted  to 

with  Rucceas  to  arrest  the  flow  of  milk. —  Canada 
Lancet. 

Medicated  Cigarettes. 
Cigarettes  may  be  made  of  almost  any  variety  of 

thick  paper,  but  that  kind  should  be  selected  that  on 
burning  yields  a  smoke  most  easily  inhaled.  I  have 
always  employed  the  heavy  pajier  used  for  copy-))Ook 
covers  (olive  pressings)  ;  thick  blotting  paper,  how- 

ever, makes  a  good  cigarette;,  but  the  regular  filter- 
ing pai>er  does  not  answer  as  its  smoke  is  dense  and 

Butfofating. 
First,  cut  the  papr-r  into  strips  about  soven  inch(!S 

long  and  an  iu'  li  and  a  <|uartf;r  u  i(ie,anfi  next  ascer- 
tain exactly  how  mufh  fluid  it  rc'iuires  to  saturate 

twenty-five  of  these  pieces.  Tliis  is  readily  done  by 
Boakintj  them  in  an  exactly  measured  ounce  of  water. 

when,  on  withdrawal,  it  will  be  found  that  about  five 
fluid  drachms  of  the  liquid  has  been  imbibed ;  this 
will  give  the  key  to  the  strength  you  are  to  make  the 
solutions. 

Next,  saturate  the  slips  with  the  remedy,  and  when 
nearly  dry,  gum  or  paste  one  border  of  each,  and 
roll  it  around  a  pencil  as  shown  in  the  following 
wood  cut,  afterwards  withdraw  the  pencil,  and  the 
cigarette  is  made. 

Arsenical  Cigarettes.— ^o\\  twenty-five  grains  of 
arsenious  acid  (the  lump  broken  up  is  purest)  in  a 
Florence  flask  with  four  ounces  of  water  down  to 
the  quantity  required  to  saturate  one  hundred  slips 
of  the  paper  previous  to  rolling.  They  will  then 
contain  a  quarter  of  a  grain  each.  If  you  have  not 
the  usual  apparatus,  hang  the  flask  above  some  live 
coals  by  means  of  a  wire. 

Merciirial  Cigarettes. — Dissolve  three  drachms  of 
red  precipitate  in  three  drachms  of  nitric  acid,  and 
add  enough  water  to  make  up  the  quantity  requisite 
to  saturate  one  hundred  slips  of  paper.  They  will 
contain  about  three  grains  of  the  nitrate  of  mer- cury. 

Nitre  Gigarettps. — Dip  the  paper  in  a  saturated  so- 
lution of  the  nitrate  of  potash  before  rolling. 

Balsamic  Cigarettes  are  made  by  giving  the  dried 
nitre  cigarettes  a  coating  of  tincture  of  benzoin. 

In  the  British  3Iedicai  Jourrial,  Dr.  Nevins,  of  the 
Eoyal  Infirmary  School  of  Medicine,  Liverpool, 
speaks  highly  of  these  cigarettes  in  a  number  of 
cases. 

ApJionia. — A  patient  who  could  not  speak  above  a 
whisper  for  over  a  year,  probably  due  to  the  thick- 

ened condition  of  the  chordre  vocales,  as  she  had  no 
pain  or  constitutional  symptoms,  used  the  mercurial 
cigarettes  for  a  month,  and  perfectly  recovered. 

Offensive  Discharges  from  the  liostrils. — With  a  sense of  uneasiness  in  the  frontal  sinuses,  was  quite  cured 
in  about  a  month  with  the  mercurial  cigarettes.  The 
patient  held  his  nose  after  taking  a  mouthful  of  the 
smoke,  and  then  forced  it  into  his  nostrils  in  the 
manner  practiced  by  accomplished  smokers. 

Polypus  in  the  Nose. — A  patient  who  had  been 
twice  operated  upon  for  polypus,  is  now  able  to  keep 
the  disposition  to  form  fresh  polypi  in  check  by 
smoking  the  inercurial  cigarette  in  the  same  man- ner when  he  feels  that  uneasiness  which  warns  him 
of  the  danger  of  its  recurrence. 

Deafness. — When  d(;pendant  upon  an  obstructed 
Eustachian  tube,  he  finds  the  nitre  cigarettes,  made 
with  brown  paper,  most  successful,  and  that  the 
smoke,  f()rc(!d  into  the  tympanum  from  the  throat, 
gradually  resloi-cs  the  sense  of  hearing.  The  cir- cunistaiicc  \\  hicli  first  led  him  to  adoi)t  this  method, 
was  hearing  a  deaf  pers(m  on  one  occasion  remark, 
that  when  he  was  sneezing  the  day  )}cfore,  he  heard 
l)crfectly;  the  violent  effort  appeared  for  the  mo- 

ment to  have  dilated  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  hear- 
ing was  the  result.  He  says,  that  in  a  deafness  of 

seven  years  standing,  he  had  benefitted  a  patient 
more  by  this  treatment  than  by  any  other. 

Phthisis. — Trousseau  long  ago  recommended  a 
ptiff  or  two  of  an  arsenical  cigarette  twice  or  three 
times  a  day  in  ])hthisi8. 
When  the  attention  of  the  profession  has  been 

duly  aroused  to  this  subject,  there  will  doubtless  be 
found  many  other  affections  in  which  medicated 
cigar<;tt(;s  may  be  advantageously  employed,  as  in 
8yj)hilitie  ulcerations  of  the  throat,  oz;cna,  offensive 
breath,  obstruction  of  the  lachrymal  duct,  diphthe- 

ria, &c.,  &c. —  Canada  Lancet. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPOETEE.  \  some  hslttow  ideas  himself  on  some  mode; 

PHILADELPHIA.  ALGUST  15.  1S63. i  practice,  and  being  under  the  influence  of  some 

  ;  unprofessional  friends  vrho  entertain  sentimental 
OUS  SUKGEOTT-GEZNTEEAL  ABROAD.  i  and  infinitesimal  notions  on  the  practice  of  medi- 

One  effect  of  the  Surgeon-G-enerars  order  strik-  cloes  not  hesitate  to  issne  an  nntrathfal 
ing  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  from  the  supply  ;  order  which  is  slanderous  to  everv  surgeon  in  the 
table  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  is  the  license  it  gives  to  '  armr.  As  to  defences  of  the  order  bj  cotempo- 
medical  journals  abroad  to  depreciate  the  medical  ^"^7  medical  journals,  or  men  in  this  countrv,  so 

service  of  our  country.  If,  however,  our  own  j  far  as  we  know,  they  are  merely  tubs  to  catch  the 
Surgeon-General  could  cast  so  foul  a  slander  on  |  whale,  and  have  no  real  significance  or  weight, 
the  Surgeons  in  the  army,  and  on  the  profession  One  of  our  foreign  exchanges  speaks  of  the 
of  the  country  as  is  implied  in  his  Order  No.  6,  it  ;  American  me<iical  journals  having  been  remark- 
will  become  us  to  receive  with  becoming  meekness  ably  barren  of  authentic  and  reliable  hospital 

the  lectures  and  admonitions  of  the  foreign  press.  I  reports,  and  says  that  the  true  condition  of  the 

And  past  experience,  and  particularly  the  expe-  troops  appears  to  have  been  carefully  concealed, 

rience  of  the  two  years  in  which  our  unfortunate  |  The  Surgeon-G-enerars  orders  are  then  quoted  as 

civil  war  has  been  in  progress,  shows  what  we  j  an  evidence  why  this  has  been  done.  The  infer- 
generally  have  to  expect  from  the  foreign  press  ence  seems  to  our  cotemporary  a  fair  one,  that  the 
when  a  seeming  advantage  is  gained.  To  the  \  ignorance  and  bad  management  of  the  surgical 

London  newsboy's  cry,  "G-ood  news — General  staff  of  the  army  has  been  so  disgraceful,  that  the 
Lee's  army  in  Pennsylvania!"  is  now  virtually  facts  were  withheld  by  the  press,  until  finally  the 
added  in  the  medical  journals,  "G-ood  news — Sur-  head  of  the  Army  Medical  Department  was  com- 

geon-General  HAjnioyo  admits  the  inferiority  of  j  pelled  "  only  in  lire  iiTieSiity.' "  to  issue  his  order 
the  American  medical  profession : taking  from  the  profession  the  ''edged  tools"  with 

The  untruthful  statements  in  the  Surgeon-Gene-  which  such  a  vast  amount  of  harm  is  being  donel 

ral's  uncalled  for  order  are  calculated  to  do  us  !  It  is  too  true,  that  the  American  medical  jour- 
much  injury  in  the  eyes  of  the  profession  abroad,  i  nals  are  remarkably  barren  of  authentic  and  reli- 
It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  some  ignorant  and  able  reports  from  the  military  hospitals,  but  our 
incompetent  surgeons  have  been  appointed  into   cotemporary  draws  an  entirely  wrong  inference 

the  army.  It  was  the  Surgeon-General's  busi- 
ness to  weed  out  such,  and  put  competent  men 

fact.     TVe  will  tell  him  why  it  is. 

The  head  of  the  Army  Medical  Department"  is 
in  their  places,  rather  than  issue  an  order  which  collecting  material  for  a  Surgical  History  of  the 

virtually  places  them  all  in  the  category  of  quacks   War,  and  amay  surgeons  have  Veen  discouraged 
and  impostors. from  publishing  cases  that  have  occurred  under 

"We  can  assure  our  cotemporaries  abroad  that  their  observation,  lest  it  should  detract  from  the 
the  Surgeon-General's  orders  bearing  on  this  sub-  freshness   and  originality  of  the  contemplated 
ject,  place  our  profession  in  a  false  light.    Taken  work.    Surgeons  are  ordered  to  report  their  cases 
as  a  whole,  there  never  was  an  army  more  ably  i  to  the  bureau  at  Washington,  hence  they  do  not 
served  than  the  United  States  army  is.     Ignor-  get  into  the  meiiical  journals.     Such  exclusive- 
ance  and  pretension  are  to  be  found,  but  they  are  ness  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  that 
the  exception  and  not  the  rule.    Calomel  and  should  characterize  the  medical  profession.  In 

tartar  emetic,  so  far  from  being  abused  in  "innu-  spite,  however,  of  this  spirit  of  exclusiveness, 

merable  instances,"  have,  there  is  irrefragible  very  interesting  articles  are  published  from  time 
testimony  to   prove,  been  very  sddom  abused,  to  time  iu  our  pages,  from  Surgeons  in  the  United 

Our  greatest  iacompetent,  our  foreign  cotempo-  States  liospital  and  field  service.    "We  know,  too, 
raries  may  rest  assured,  is  our  Surgeon-General  that  material  is  accumulating,  which  will  ultimately 
himself,  who  never  was  a  practical  surgeon,  but  a  see  the  light,  in  spite  of  the  baneful  influences 

mere  experimenter  in  physiology,  who,  having:  which  now  surround  the  Surgeon-General's  office. 
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It  is  fortunate  for  the-  dwellers  in  our  large 
cities  that  the  sea- shore,  the  mountains  and 
mineral  springs  are  easy  of  access  during  the 

hot  months  of  the  year ;  and,  we  think  it  is  par- 
ticularly fortunate  this  year,  when  an  unusual 

amount  of  wet  weather  has  been  succeeded  by 

very  great  heat.  To  have  our  city  population  all 
remain  at  home  under  such  circumstances,  would 
be  to  run  the  certain  risk  of  much  sickness 

and  a  high  rate  of  mortality.  The  few  weeks, 

or  even  days,  spent  at  the  sea-side  or  among  the 
mountains  at  this  season  of  the  year,  has  a  very 

important  influence  upon  our  city  population  in  a 
hygienic  point  of  view. 

Many  thousands  of  the  population  of  our  large 
cities  are  to  be  found  at  this  season  of  the  year  at 

the  various  sea-side  resorts.  Cape  May,  Atlantic 

City,  Long  Branch,  Coney  Island,  Rockaway,  New- 
port, xsahant,  and  elsewhere ;  at  Saratoga,  Bedford 

and  other  mineral  springs  ;  at  such  mountain 
resorts  as  the  White,  Cattskill  and  Alleghany 
Mountains,  while  many  more  spend  the  hot 
months  in  travelling  in  Europe,  to  the  Canadian 
provinces,  or  anywhere  in  search  of  that  staple 

of  existence  "pure  fresh  air." 
Any  one  who  witnesses  the  thousands  of  visit- 

ors to  these  various  resorts,  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  fact,  that  their  absence  from 
the  jjent  up  Uticas  of  the  land  must  have  a  great 
influence  in  diminishing  their  mortality  records. 
For  despite  the  great  diminution  in  population  in 
the  cities  during  the  summer  months,  the  increase 

in  the  mortality  is  frightful,  as  the  following  com- 
parison between  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 

cities  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  for 
the  weeks  ending  on  or  about  the  1st  of  February 
and  August,  respectively,  will  show: 

place  in  the  country  and  board,  or,  they  can  at 
least  avail  themselves  of  the  numerous  avenues 

of  exit  from  our  cities  where  even  small  doses,  as 
it  were,  of  pure  air  may  be  taken  every  day  or 

two.  Many  an  infant's  life  is  saved  by  taking 
them  on  daily  trips  on  our  ferry-boats  or  railway 
cars  to  the  country,  where  their  lungs  may  be 

expanded  by  air  that  is  not  loaded  with  the  foul 
exhalations  from  our  filthy  streets,  alleys  and 

gutter-ways — and  the  often  fouler  air  of  the 
crowded  and  ill- ventilated  tenements  of  the  poor. 

Private  enterprize  is   throwing   open  to  the 

population  of  our  cities,  at  very  small  cost,  many 
places  of  resort.    From  this  city  such  popular 

places  of  sea-side  resort  as  Cape  May  and  Atlantic 
City  are  readily  reached  by  rail,  and  means  of 
accommodating  visitors  are  in  the  main  excellent. 

We  would  suggest  that  a  little  liberality  toward 
our  profession  on  the  part  of  the  corporators  of 

I  our  railways  and  the  proprietors  of  sea-side  and 
I  other  resorts,  might  have  a  favorable  reactionary 
effect.    Physicians  are  about  the  hardest  worked 

'  and  the  best  abused  class  of  the  community,  and 

j  the  brief  time  that  they  can  get  to  spend  out  of 
town  should,  when  they  are  engaged  in  the  active 
duties  of  their  profession,  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
free  of  cost  to  them. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Week  end  in  a; Week  eni'ing 
Aug. «,  isea. 

Philadelphia  253  5G8 
New  York  423  070 
Boston   71  180 

In  view  of  the  beneficial  influence  on  health,  of 
an  absence  from  the  impure  air  of  cities  during 
the  hot  montlis,  our  profession  sliould  encourage 
the  families  over  whom  llioy  have  any  influence 
to  spend  as  much  of  their  time  as  possible  out  of 
town.  Those  who  cannot  afford  to  travel  or  go  to 

places  of  fashionable  resort,  can  go  to  some  quiet 

Great  Mortality  in.  I\e\y  York. 
The  fearful  number  of  nine  hundred  and  seventy 

deaths  were  reported  by  the  City  Inspector,  as 
having  occurred  in  New  York  during  the  past 
week.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  previous 
week  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  over  the 
same  period  last  year  of  four  hundred  and  two!  The 
deaths  caused  by  the  excessive  heat  reach  the 
startling  number  of  one  hundred  and  thirtyfuur. 
Of  the  entire  number  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  were  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Physicians  wanted  in  Norfolk. 
The  following,  taken  from  the  Norfolk  Virginian, 

bears  us  out  in  the  remarks  we  made"  on  pages 
435-6  of  the  last  volume  in  regard  to  the  pros- 

pective demand  for  physicians  in  the  South  : 
**  We  are  requested,  by  the  Mayor  of  Norfolk,  to 

say  that  several  physicians  are  wanted  in  this  city, 
and  can  obtain  immediately  a  good  practice.  The 
old  phybicians  being  required  by  an  act  of  iLe 
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Legislature  of  Virginia  to  take  tlie  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States  Government,^  refuse  to 

do  so  generally,  and  consequently  there  is  but  one 
doctor  in  the  city  qualified  to  practice. 

"Loyalty  and  regular  diploma  are  the  qualifica- 
tions required.    Apply  to 

'<  W.  H.  Brooks, 

"  Mayor  of  Norfolk,  Va." 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  W.  N.  COTE,  M.  D. 

Geneva,  JuTie  z^th,  1863. 
[Continued  from  page  210.] 

Typhus  Fever. 
Dr.  LoMBAKB,  of  this  city,  member  of  many 

Medical  Societies,  and  for  many  years  chief  physician 
to  the  Geneva  Hospital,  publishes  some  observations 

suggested  by  a  comparison  of  the  post-moi'tem  ap- 
pearances produced  by  typhus  fever  in  Dublin,  Paris, 

and  Geneva.  Tou  are  well  aware  of  the  different 
views  entertained  iu  France  and  England  on  this 
important  subject.  On  the  one  hand  the  French 
pathologists  and  most  -writers,  such  as  Louis,  and 
others,  have  described  the  continued  fever  named 
typhus,  as  being  always  attended  by  a  certain  patho- 

logical state  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which  begins 
with  swelling  and  enlargment  of  the  follicular 
glands,  situated  in  the  lower  third  of  the  ilium,  and 
forming  the  oval  patches  termed  glanduloe  Feyerianoe. 
This  process  is,  according  to  them,  a  constant  attend- 

ant on  typhus,  and  in  fatal  cases  always  ends  in 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane.  The  English 
pathologists,  on  the  other  hand,  have  stated  that  al- 

though they  do  usually  meet  with  the  state  of  mucous 
membrane  described  by  Louis,  yet  they  do  not  con- 

sider it  as  being  an  essential  accompaniment  of  fever, 
and  they  maintain  that  fever  of  a  continued  and 
typhous  character,  is  not  necessarily  connected  with 
any  particular  morbid  appearance  or  change  in  the 
intestinal  canal. 

Dr.  Lombard  after  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  engaged  for  more  than  six  years  in 
close  attention  to  this  subject,  and  tbat  he  has  seen  a 
great  number  of  fatal  examples  of  typhus  fever 
dissected,  states  that  never  in  a  single  instance  has 
he  missed  finding  tbe  peculiar  state  of  the  intestinal 
canal  above  referred  to.  The  post-mortem  appear- 

ances both  in  Paris  and  in  Geneva,  lead  to  the  same 
results,  whilst  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  England, 
not  a  single  trace  of  this  morbid  change  can  be  foimd 
in  any  part  of  the  intestinal  canal,  save  some  redness 
and  softness  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach,  which  may  be  produced  by  inflammation, 
but  more  probably  is  owing  to  vascular  congestion, 
occurring  during  the  last  stage  of  tbe  disease^  or 
even  duriug  the  agony  which  precedes  death. 

As  for  the  external  api^earances  they  are  most  im- 
doubtedly  the  same  :  there  is  the  same  headache, 

pain  in  the  loins,  prostration  of  strength  ;  the  same 
pulse,  hot  and  burning  skin;  the  same  depressed 
tongue,  and  in  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease,  the 
same  tendency  to  the  formation  of  bed  sores,  and 
to  involuntary  discharges  of  stools.  The  same  pul- 

monary and  cerebral  complications  take  place  in 
both  fevers,  and  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  determina- 

tion of  the  blood  to  the  head,  and  arachnitis,  or  at 

least  engorgement  of  the  meninges-,  occur  in  both. 
Having  said  wherein  consists  the  general  similarity, 

Dr.  Lombard  next  points  out  some  of  the  most  obvious 
differences.  In  the  first  place,  then  the  papuljB  or 
measles-like  eruption  which  is  always  found  in  our 
continental  typhus,  but  which  never  acquires  any 
great  extent  or  importance,  is  here  most  remarkable, 
both  in  appearance  and  in  quantity,  for  cases  are 
seen  Adhere  is  found  a  rash  quite  as  diffused  as  that 
which  distinguishes  exanthematous  diseases  properly 
so  called,  and  not  dissimilar  to  the  papular  blotches 
which  cover  the  skin  at  the  first  appearance  of  the 
eruption  of  confluent  small-pox.  Again,  in  the 
English  fever,  this  rash  is  in  bad  cases  mixed  with 
true  petechije,  and  in  many  of  the  very  malignant 
ones  with  purple  blotches  or  vibices,  an  occurrence 
very  rare  on  the  continent. 

Another  circumstance,  is  the  occurrence  of  fever 
in  infants  and  old  people.  In  the  English  hospitals 
can  be  seen  cases  of  fever  attacking  persons  who 
have  passed  sixty,  seventy,  or  even  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  which  exhibit  the  very  same  appearance, 
the  same  typhoid  symptoms,  and  the  same  eruptions 
that  are  observed  in  young  and  middle  aged  adults. 
This  observation  applies  also  to  infants,  for  it  is 
reported  that  infants  at  the  breast,  often  catch  fever 
in  Great  Britain,  a  circumstance  never  witnessed 
in  France  or  Switzerland. 

Another  symptom  which  must  be  considered  as 
constituting  a  difference,  is  diarrhoea,  which  is  much 
less  frequent,  both  before  and  during  typhus 
fevers  in  Great  Britain,  than  it  is  in  either  Paris  or 
Geneva.  In  general  it  seems  that  in  the  former 
country,  the  abdominal  sj^mptoms  are  less  intense 
and  of  less  importance  than  in  Europe.  Another 
difference  Dr.  Lombard  points  out,  is  the  highly 
contagious  nature  of  the  fever  in  the  British  Isles, 
compared  with  that  of  the  continent.  No  doubt  the 
continued  fever  observed  in  France  and  Europe  is 
contagious — there  are  undeniable  proofs  of  its  trans- 

mission by  contagion — but  yet  its  trausmissibility 
from  one  person  to  another,  is  far  less  common  here 
than  in  Great  Britain.  Here  the  attendants  on  the 
sick  are  seldom  attacked,  whereas  in  England  the 
hospital  nurses  scarcely  ever  escape.  In  Paris  the 
students  who  visit  the  fever  wards,  the  clinical  clerks 
who  take  the  cases,  and  the  physicians  who  attend 
them  are  not  liable  to  this  disease  in  a  greater  ratio, 
or  at  all  events  iu  a  much  greater  ratio,  than  other 
persons  residing  in  the  same  city,  and  unconnected 
with  any  hospital.  In  Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary, 
the  very  reverse  happens,  and  it  is  rare  to  meet  an 
iudividual  of  any  of  these  classes,  who  has  escaped 
being  attacked  with  typhus.  So  far  then  the  tj-phus 
on  the  continent  differs  as  to  the  intensity  of  its 
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In  one  remarkable  point,  however,  they  agree,  the 
fact  that  no  one  is  Icnoxtn,  or  at  least  very  rarely,  to  have 
the  eruptive  tyj-tJuis  twice.  A  person  once  attacked 
with  typhus,  attended  ^yith  the  measles-like  eruption 
may  safely  calculate  upon  immunity  from  this  dis- 

ease for  the  future,  a  circumstance  which,  as  has 
been  well  remarked  by  a  Glasgow  physician,  stamps 
upon  typhus  one  of  the  distinguishing  marks  or 
characteristics  of  the  exanthemata. 

Dr.  LoMBAKD  attaches  miich  importance  to  so 
striking  a  difference  as  the  constant  existence  of  a 
certain  morbid  state  of  the  intestines  in  one  case, 
and  its  comparative  rare  occurrence  in  the  others.  A 
difference  tlie  more  remarkable,  as  being  unaccom- 

panied by  any  corresponding  difference  in  the  general 
or  external  symptoms.  Some  difference  does  exist 
between  the  symptoms  of  English  and  continental 
typhus — but  then  they  are  comparatively  trifling,  and 
not  at  all  proportioned  to  the  difference  that  ought 
to  exist,  if  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal  plays  so 
important  a  part  in  producing  these  symptoms,  as 
the  continental  phj'sicians  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
believing.  The  question  here  naturally  occurs, 
whether  the  two  diseases  are  different  or  the  same. 
Our  author  cannot  allow  that  they  are  specifically 
distinct,  and  consequently  he  is  almost  forced  to  give 
up  the  opinion  that  the  local  changes  of  structure  are 
of  paramount  importance  in  causing  or  producing 
the  symptoms  that  accompany  this  tj'pe  of  fever. 
If  they  are  of  the  importance  which  many  assert,  and 
if  the  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine, 
more  particularly  if  the  inflammation  of  Peyer's 
glands,  and  their  subsequent  ulceration,  are  the  chief 
or  the  sole  cause  of  the  chain  of  symptoms  observed 
in  French  typhus,  how  comes  it  that  the  very  same 
set  of  symptoms  occur  in  Great  Britain,  where  post- 

mortem investigations  place  it  beyond  all  doubt  that 
their  cause  does  not  reside  in  a  morbid  state  of  the 

mucous  membrane  or  of  Peyer's  glands. 
All  these  considerations  lead  our  author  to  the  con- 

clusion, that  typhus  fever  is  more  a  general  disease 
affecting  the  whole  constitution,  than  a  malady  de- 

pending on  any  local  inflammation,  or  any  local 
change  of  structure.  Various  causes  serve  to  im- 

press upon  tliis  general  disease  a  tendency  to  asso- 
ciate itself  with,  and  produce  various  local  ailments, 

among  these  causes  the  most  influential  probably 
arc,  climate,  seasons,  the  race  of  mankind,  diet,  and 
various  circumstances,  which  act  powerfully  both  on 
the  mind  and  body,  and  which,  when  concentrated 
on  any  one  point  of  time,  have  given  rise  to  those 
epidemics  of  typhus  that  have  so  frecjuently  devas- 

tated the  different  countries  of  Europe.  This  view 
of  the  Buhjcct  must  evidently  lead  to  important 
practical  results,  for  it  will,  in  the  first  place,  make 
us  cautifni.s  in  applying  the  treatment  n\)\)\'n-n\)\ii  in one  European  country  to  the  typhus  of  ainAlier,  for 
in  the  latter,  local  sym|)toins  may  (.'xist  that  render 
that  treatment  inapplicable.  Tlins  tli(!  system  of 
active  pnr^^ition  might  be  pursued  with  less  injury 
in  Glasgrnv  or  I)ul)lin,  than  in  Paris  or  Geneva, 
where  Lhc  i>eculiar  proneness  of  tin;  Coliicular  glands 
to  run  into  ulceration  renders  the  Irritation  of  purga- 

tives a  more  serious  matter. 

DOMESTIC. 

SALIVAKY  CAIiCULTJS. 

Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  ") Ji^g.,  1863.  \ 

In  the  month  of  October,  1860,  I  extracted  the  en- 
closed specimen  of  salivary  calculus.    It  occupied 

an  excretory  duct  of  the  sublingual  gland  under  the 
right  side  of  the  tongue.   The  accompanying  cut 

represents  the  calculus,  full  size. 
The  subject,  set.  thirty-eight,  was  G.  McD.,  of 

Beallsville,  Monroe  county,  Ohio.  At  the  time  I  was 
consulted  and  extracted  the  calculus,  the  tumor  had 
existed  over  two  years,  and  was  the  size  of  an  ordi- 

nary almond.  After  subsidence  of  a  severe  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat,  complicated  with  external 

swelling,  which  was  followed  by  ulceration  of  the 
mouth  and  tongue,  the  tumor  first  attracted  atten- 

tion. The  patient  never  suffered  severe  pain  in  the 
tumor,  but  when  under  the  influence  of  cold  he  often 
experienced  an  "unpleasant  cramping  sensation," 
also,  occasionally,  lancinating  pain. 

During  the  interval  of  two  years  referred  to,  he 
could  not  discover  much  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
tumor,  except  when  under  the  influence  of  cold,  at 
which  time  it  became  inflamed  and  enlarged.  Press- 

ing the  side  of  the  tongue  upward,  the  tumor  con- 
stantly interfered  with  the  free  use  of  that  organ, 

which  inconvenience  was  greatly  increased  when  the 
tumor  was  inflamed. 

For  about  six  weeks  after  the  discovery  of  the 
tumor,  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  to  reduce  the 
"morbid  growth "  by  means  of  caustics,  and  from 
that  time  till  it  came  under  my  care  the  use  of  reme- 

dies was  abandoned.  Patient  writes  me,  "  I  often 
felt  uneasy  on  account  of  the  tumor,  fearing  it  might 
be  of  the  nature  of  a  cancer,  and  I  was  very  much 
sm-prised  when,  upon  examining,  you  told  me  there 
was  something  confined  there  that  should  be  removed. 
*  I  have  been  entirely  relieved  and 

discover  no  appearance  of  its  return." JouN  C.  Hupp,  M.  D. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 
Changes. 

Dr.  IT.  V.  Dayton,  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  First 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  of 
the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry  Regiment  which  is 
now  Ijeing  tilled  up  by  volunteers. 

Surgeon  J.  M.  Foi.tz,  detached  as  Fleet  Surgeon  of 
the  West  Gulf  blockading  squadron  and  waiting orders. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  Longsiiaw,  detached  from 
the  Penobscot  and  ordered  to  the  Lehigh. 

Resigr  ation. 

Dr.  Pekley,  Medical  Inspector-General  of  the 
United  States  Army,  has  resigned  his  position  as 
Medical  Inspector,  and  Dr.  Baunes  has  been  ap- 

pointed his  successor. 
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Some  time  since  serious  charges  were  preferred 
against  Dr.  Perlbt,  among  them  that  of  signing 
soldiers'  discharges  in  blank.  A  Court  of  Inquiry 
was  ordered  to  investigate  the  charges,  but  before 
any  progress  was  made  Dr.  Perley  resigned. 

Ordered  Before  the  Ketiring  Board. 

Surgeons  J.  J.  B.  Wright  and  Burton  Randall 
have  been  ordered  before  the  Retiring  Board  now  in 
session  at  Wilmington,  Del. 
List  of  Hospitals  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

and  their  Locations. 

Armory  Square  hospital,  Seventh  street  west,  be- tween 0  and  D  south. 
Carver  hospital.  Fourteenth  street  west,  at  termi- 

nus of  City  railroad. 
Columbian  hospital.  Fourteenth  street  west,  at  ter- 

minus of  City  railroad. 
Campbell  hospital,  Seventh  street  west,  at  termi- 

nus of  City  railroad  north. 
Douglas  hospital,  corner  of  I  street  and  New  Jer- 

sey avenue. 
Eckington  hospital,  on  Gales's  farm,  northeast  of city. 
Emory  hospital,  near  Alms  House,  east  of  the 

Capitol. 
Finley  hospital,  Kendall  Green,  Fourth  street, 

northeast  of  city. 
Harewood  hospital,  Corcoran's  farm,"  Seventh street  west. 
Judiciary  Square  hospital,  Judiciary  Square,  Lou- isiana avenue. 
Kalorama  (small-pox)  hospital,  Rock  creek,  out 

Twenty-second  street. 
Lincoln  hospital,  one  mile  east  of  Capitol. 
Mount  Pleasant  hospital.  Fourteenth  street,  be- 

yond Carver  hospital. 
Seminary  hospital,  (Georgetown,)  corner  of  Gay 

and  Green  streets. 
Stone  hospital,  Fourteenth  street,  near  Columbian 

hospital. 
St.  Elizabeth  hospital,  (Insane  Asylum,)  beyond 

Navy  Yard  west. 
St.  Aloysius  hospital,  (Swampoodle,)  North  Cap- itol and  K  streets. 
Stanton  hospital,  I  and  New  Jersey  avenue. 

Weekly  Beport  of  the  Army  Hospitals  in  Phila- delphia. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Government 
Hospitals  for  the  week  ending  with  Saturday,  Aug. 
8th :— 
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News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
Maine. — Drs.  John  N.  Houghton,  Phillips  ;  Moses 

S.  Wilson,  Lincoln ;  Edward  N.  Mats,  Houlton ; 
Stephen  Whitmorb,  Gardiner ;  Nathaniel  Pease, 
Bridgeton. 

Nev)  RampsMre. — Drs.  R.  P.  J.  Tennt,  Pittsfleld  ; 
W.  H.  Grant,  Farnesworth. 

Vermont. — Dr.  Norman  W.  Bralet,  Chelsea. 
Maryland. — Dr.  Thos.  H.  Owing,  Baltimore. 
Illinois. — Drs.  Edward  J.  Ticknor,  Newton ;  E. 

E.  Walborn,  Mt.  Vernon. 
Coal  Tar. 

This  is  a  very  complicated  substance,  but  of  con- 
stantly increasing  value  in  the  arts.  When  carefully 

distilled,  it  yields  certain  volatile  fluids,  smelling 
more  or  less  of  tar,  among  which  is  a  naptha  called 
benzole.  Small  bottles  of  this  benzole  are  sold  for 
removing  grease  stains,  under  the  name  of  "  benzine 
collas."  Benzole  is  next  acted  on  by  nitric  acid,  and 
by  that  means  changed  into  nitro  benzole,  a  liquid 
having  so  exactly  the  smell  of  the  essential  oil  of 
bitter  almonds,  that  it  is  substituted  for  it  in  the 
manufacture  of  almond  soaps  and  of  cheap  perfu- 

mery. When  iron  filings  and  acetic  acid  act  upon 
the  nitric  benzole  it  is  changed  into  aniline,  and 
this  aniline  when  acted  on  by  arsenic  acid  and  some 
other  chemicals,  yields  a  great  variety  of  very  beau- 

tiful colors,  which  are  coming  into  extensive  use. 
These  coal  tar  dyes  formed  quite  a  notable  feature  of 
the  London  exhibition.  In  one  case  was  shown  a 
cylinder  of  solid  analine  purple,  which  could  easily 
be  carried  under  the  arm.  It  is  valued  at  four  thou- 

sand dollars,  and  required  for  its  production  the  tar 
obtained  from  two  thousand  tons  of  coal. 

Resignation  of  Prof.  H.  H.  Childs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Med- 
ical College,  held  recently,  Henry  H.  Childs,  M.  D., 

the  President  of  the  Institution,  as  well  as  its  founder 
and  father,  resigned  the  Professorship  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,"  which  he 
has  held  so  many  years.  Dr.  Childs'  advanced  age 
rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  seek  some  relief 
— although  a  hale  and  hearty  old  age  is  his,  which 
we  trust  will  enable  him  to  hold  for  years  the  Presi- 

dency of  the  College,  which  he  still  retains.  In  ac- 
cepting the  resignation  the  Board  adopted  unani- 

mously the  following  resolutions  : 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Childs  re- 

quires from  us  more  than  a  passing  notice.  For  nearly 
forty  years  he  has  been  the  active  head  of  the  Berkshire 
Medical  College — his  usefulness  having  extended  to 
a  period  almost  unprecedented.  During  these  years, 
by  his  energy,  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  he  has  achieved 
a  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  medical  man,  and  by 
his  kindness  of  heart  and  courtesy  of  manner,  a  no 
less  deserved  name  as  a  Christian  gentleman.  He 
has  ever  maintained  a  high  standard  of  medical 
honor,  and  his  pupils  must  forget  to  ignore  his  teach- 

ings before  they  could  stoop  to  anything  ignoble  or 
ungenerous.  With  a  quick  appreciation  of  merit, 
however  modest,  and  ever  ready  with  the  kindly 
word  of  needed  encouragement,  his  pupils  learned  to 
love  him,  and  thousands,  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  land,  aflectionately  look  back  to  him 
as  a  kindly  foster-father. 

While  we  regret  the  infirmities  Avhich  compel  the 
retirement  of  our  venerable  President,  as  an  active 
instructor,  we  earnestly  hope  that  his  interest  in  the 
institution,  which  is  so  identified  with  his  life  and 
name,  may  not  abate,  and  that  he  may  long  be  spared 
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[Vol.  X. to  speak  words  of  cheer  to  the  new  generation  of 
students,  and  to  give  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and 
counsel  to  the  Faculty  and  Trustees. 

The  Difference  between  Man  and  Ape. 

At  a  recent  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Anthropolog- 
ical Society,  (London,  Eng.,)  a  discussion  took  place 

on  the  above  named  subject  after  the  reading  of  a 
paper  "  On  ihe  Brain  of  a  Microcephalic  Female 
Idiot."  Professor  0"v\t;n  observed  that  as  the  brain 
of  man  is  more  complex  in  its  organization  than  the 
brain  of  inferior  animals  it  is  more  subject  to  injury, 
and  more  liable  to  experience  the  want  of  perfect 
development.  Instances  of  idiocy  occur  among  all 
races  of  mankind.  Extreme  smallness  of  the  skull 
indicates  in  all  cases  want  of  intellect  approaching 
to  idiocy.  Alluding  to  the  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  find  a  link  of  connection  between  man  and 
apes,  he  remarked  that  it  was  possible  that  an  idiot 
with  an  imperfectly  developed  brain  might  wander 
into  some  cave  and  there  die,  and  in  two  or  three 
hundred  years  his  bones  might  be  covered  with  mud, 
or  be  imbedded  in  stalagmite,  and  when  discovered, 
such  a  skull  might  be  adduced  as  afi'ording  the  looked for  link  connecting  man  with  the  inferior  animals  ; 
but  the  brain  of  such  an  idiot  as  the  female  whose 
skull  is  exhibited  is  distinctly  difi"erent  from  that  of the  anthropoid  apes ;  and  he  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  dilference  is  too  wide  to  be  bridged  over  by 
the  skull  of  any  creature  yet  discovered. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPOTTDElSrTS. 
J8®~  Corresjinndents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- quest to  givt  their  full  address  intheir  communications  to 

us.  Our  cui-r..f;p(indi:nce  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary for  vs  u'lciu/s  to  know  the  Town,  County  and  State 

from  whtnf't  ;  ■i.  lr  li  tters  are  sent. 
Dr.  W.  jr.  L  .  Ohio. — The  price  of  the  best  articulated  skel- 

etons i.s  uuw  10  .<3.j.  The  increased  cost  of  ether,  which  is 
used  in  bleachiug  the  bones,  has  added  somewhat  to  the  cost of  the  skeletons. 

Dr.  B.  J.  P.,  X.  Y. — Only  a  small  number  of  medical  cadets 
is  appointed  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  The  pay  of  a  regular  cadet 
is  i30  a  month,  rations  and  transportation  being  found  by 
the  Government.  Application  must  be  made  by  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  at  Washington,  who  will  give  all  needed 
information.  Excellent  opportunities  are  alToriled  for  ac- 

quiring a  practical  kmjwledge  of  many  of  the  minor  opera- 
tions in  feurgery,  and  of  witnessing  the  larger  operations  and 

the  treatment  of  surgical  cases. 

MARRIED. 

CI.ARK — Clark — In  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  11th  inst,  Eer. 
Edward  L.  Clwrk  and  Miss  Susan  G.  P.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry 
U.  Ciark,  of  B..ston. 

Cl"TTi;k — Tuf'W. — On  Wednesday,  Aug.  12,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  parents,  by  Kev.  Wilton  Badger,  1).  IX,  Dr.  Jas. 
B.  Cutter,  L'.  .S.  .K.,  and  Miss  Kittie  S.  Trow,  being  of  the  same 
at'O  and  name  and  married  on  the  same  day  of  tlie  month  and by  the  same  clergyman  as  her  motlier  twenty-nine  years 
since,  and  second  daughter  of  John  1-'.  Trow,  iisq.,  of  Now York. 
HoRTOjr— DtJiJxicA.— In  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Thursday  evening, 

the  6th  in«t.,  at  the  roHideiice  of  tho  bride's  fatlier,  by  the  llev. 
h.  A.  Mutch  more.  Dr.  Samuel  M.  llortou,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Cuited  Stales  Aimy,  and  MisH  Sailio  K.,  youngest  daughter  of Judge  James  Duunica. 
pArrKKso.s— Camkkon. — Aug.  1.3th,  by  Rev.  Chas.  Hill, Mas. 

n.  Patterrton,  M.  D.,  of  .Sterling,  III.,  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Cam- 
erou,  daughter  of  tho  lato  Ell  Cameron,  Esq.,  of  Philad'a. 

DIED. 

Dabrach.— At  VlckHbnrg,  MIsh.,  July  18,  of  dysentery, 
Uariow  Darrach.  M.  D. ,  Surgeon  U.  S.  V.,  aged  W.i  years,  at  tho 
po«t  of  duty  in  tho  triiimphH  of  a  christian  faith. 
KiKUV.— In  Ht-.w  Vork,  huddenly,  on  Monday,  Aug.  lOtli,  Dr. 

Theodore  Kirl^y,  mou  of  Dr.  S.  11.  Kirl>y,  iu  the  3bth  year  of hiH  age. 
Parkp,.— At  .St.  John's  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dr.  Wm. 

W.  Parke,  of  ̂ ew  i'ork  City,  on  Monday,  Aug  3d,  of  typhoid fever  contracted  while  in  the  employ  of  tho  Governmont  as 
Abfeiitlaat  Sargcon  in  the  guuboat  borvico. 

METEOROLOGY. 
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VITAL 
STATISTICS. 

Popl'n,  (estimated.) Mortality. 
Male  
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Adults  
Under  lo  years  
Under  2  years  
Total  
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Foreign  
Negro;  
Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus  .... 
Croup  Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  Dysentery  
Erysipelas  
Fever,  Intermittent 
Fever,  Iteraitteut... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,|;Typhoid  
Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough  Influenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Thrush  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria;  
Apoplexy  Consumption  
Convulsions  
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors, 
we  will  state  that  MANU.scjtiPT  intended  fok  pub- 

lication MUST  HE  WKITTEN  ON  BUT  ONE  SIDE  of  the 
sheet.  If  jL^eater  care  was  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  copy,  much  trouble  wouhl  be  saved  to  printers, 
and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desirinic  old  back  numbers  (excepting 

Nos.  :J04,  305,  308,  30'J,  and  310,  wliicli  are  still  due, and  will  bo  sent)  will  please  remember  and  send 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  for  postaj^e,  as  many  of 
tho  numbers  are  growin;^  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  x>08tage,  tw^  cents  a  number. 
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Communications. 

BOUGH  NOTES 

Of  an  Army  Surgeon's  Experience,  during  the Great  Rebellion. 

By  J.  Theodore  Calhoun, 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  United  States  Army,  and  Surgeon  in  Chief,  2d 

Division,  jd  Army  Corps. 
[Wo.  21. 

Feigned  Diseases. 
[Concluded  from  page  142.] 

It  may  seem  strange  that  in  an  army  of  volun- 
teers— an  army  from  the  people  and  of  the  people 

— men  should  go  to  such  extremities  and  use  such 
means  and  be  so  persistent  in  their  efforts  at  de- 

ception, and  it  is  strange,  yet  not  difficult  to  be 
accounted  for. 

There  is  generally  in  every  regiment  some  old 
soldier  who  knows  the  tricks,  and  perhaps  teaches 
them  to  his  comrades  more  for  the  fun  of  the  thing 
or  to  show  that  he  is  "posted,"  than  any  thing 
else,  and  once  started  in  a  regiment  it  is  sure  to 
spread.  All  medical  men  know  how  a  case  of 
chorea  placed  in  a  ward  of  a  hospital  will  soon 
he  followed  by  other  cases,  and  so  it  is  with  the 
feigned  diseases  of  an  army;  men  seem  to  follow 
the  bad  example  set  them  from  a  pure  spirit  of 
imitation.  But  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  there 
is  besides  incentives  to  feign  diseases— the  desire 
to  escape  duty,  or  punishment,  or  the  anxiety  to 
keep  out  of  a  fight  for  instance,  or  to  procure  a 
discharge.  While  it  would  be  impossible  within 
the  limits  of  this  article  to  dwell  specifically  upon 
every  feigned  disease,  a  few  of  the  more  common 
attempts  at  deception  may  be  noticed. 

Hernia  is.  very  nicely  imitated  by  blowing  up 
the  areolar  tissue  with  a  fine  pointed  blow-pipe, 
something  after  the  manner  butchers  are  said  to 
sometimes  blow  up  the  connective  tissue  of  a 
sheep  before  exposing  it  in  the  market.  At  one 
time  in  the  army,  it  is  believed,  that  men  made 
the  production  of  hernia  a  regular  business.  And 
indeed  it  is  done  very  cleverly,  and  at  first  sight, 
is  calculated  to  deceive  any  one.    To  one  accus- 

tomed to  handling  hernia,  or  who  takes  the  trouble 
to  feel  for  the  ring,  the  cheat  is  transparent. 

A  very  common  deception  is  the  production  of 
simulated  fever.  A  species  of  wild  onion  that 
grows  abundantly  in  Virginia  is  used  for  that  pur- 

pose. The  bulb  is  peeled  and  introduced  into  the 
rectum.  In  about  an  hour  a  flushed  face  and 
accelerated  pulse  is  said  to  be  produced,  which 
can  easily  be  mistaken  for  febrile  symptoms. 
A  brown  furred  tongue,  quite  commonly  pro- 

duced for  deceptive  purposes,  is  said  to  be  the 
result  of  gunpowder  chewed  for  awhile,  followed 
by  vinegar  held  in  the  mouth  for  some  minutes. 
I  remember  well  the  surprise  of  an  assistant-sur- 

geon, newly  commissioned,  who  had  been  telling 
me  of  the  immense  number  of  threatened  typhoid 
cases  in  his  regiment,  when  I  told  him  of  the  de- 

ception. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  pecu- 
liar appearing  tongue  is  produced  as  described 

exactly,  (although  I  have  been  told  so  by  good 
authority, )  but  it  is  somehow  produced  in  a  most 
perfect  manner. 

The  swallowing  of  a  small  piece  of  tobacco  is 
frequently  resorted  to  for  the  production  of  the 
nauseating  and  prostrating  effects  which  are  well 
known  to  follow. 
Rheumatism  and  insanity  are  shammed  as  be- 

fore described,  and  in  very  many  cases  it  becomes 
a  most  difficult  matter  to  determine  when  a  man 

is,  and  when  he  is  not  sick. 
In  some  of  the  general  hospitals  at  the  North, 

very  little  effort  has  been  made  to  detect  impos- 
tors, and  when  our  army  has  been  laying  near 

Washington  and  Alexandria,  it  has  been  not 
unfrequent  for  a  perfectly  well  man  to  desert  his 
regiment,  reach  some  northern  hospital,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  get  his  discharge. 

No  doubt,  there  are  many  of  your  readers  who 
can  recall  discharged  soldiers  in  their  own  neigh- 

borhoods who  are  perfectly  well  and  at  work  at 
their  usual  avocations ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  an  un- 

common thing  for  soldiers  to  get  discharged  and 
again  re-enlist.  Many  of  the  discharged  soldiers 
came  out  as  officers  of  the  nine  months'  regiments. 

The  system  of  wholesale  discharges  has  been  of 
very  serious  detriment  to  the  service.  Surgeons 
who  have  never  served  in  the  field  can  form  but 
little  idea  of  the  value  of  a  man  to  the  service, 
and  many  of  them,  anxious  to  rid  their  hospitals 
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or  deceived  by  the  plausible  stories  of  men  of 
whose  previous  history  they  know  nothing,  or 
yielding  to  the  importunities  of  friends  or  the 
influence  of  the  sympathizing  fair  sex  who  visit 
their  hospitals,  or  to  the  wishes  of  men  of  high 
political  station,  tjjiey  discharge  men  who  are  able 
to,  and  should  have  been  compelled  to  serve  out 
their  term  of  enlistment.  The  further  removed 
from  the  seat  of  war  the  greater  has  been  the  want 
of  discrimination  in  selecting  the  assumed  from 
the  real  cases  of  disease ;  and  as  we  are  more  and 
more  beginning  to  consider  war  more  of  a  busi- 

ness and  less  as  a  patriotic  pastime,  so  we  are 
daily  becoming  more  rigorous  in  the  granting  of 
discharges. 

The  recently  inaugurated  Invalid  Corps  has 
done  away  with  discharges  to  a  very  great  extent, 
and  will  no  doubt  save  many  men  to  the  service 
although  it  may  in  some  instances  be  abused  by 
cowardly  pretenders  seeking  shelter  in  it  from  the 
dangers  of  the  field. 

The  draft  now  in  progress  depends  most  mate- 
rially for  its  success  upon  the  detection  by  the 

examining  surgeons  of  feigned  diseases,  and  upon 
the  reception  of  the  drafted  men  in  camp  we  may 
expect  still  more  persistent  elforts  to  feign  disease 
to  procure  exemption  from  military  duty. 

The  whole  subject  of  feigned  diseases  is  one 
well  worthy  of  careful  study,  and  a  monograph 
upon  the  subject  from  some  army  Surgeon  who 
has  had  the  experience,  and  has  the  time  and 
talents  to  devote  to  it,  would  prove  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  army  Surgeon,  and  of  no  small 
interest  to  the  profession  at  large. 

DEATH ; 
Causes  which  produce  its  sudden  occurrence  in 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 
Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 

[Continued  from  page  19.j.] 

IV.- -Bursting  of  a  large  Abscess  into  the Bronchia. 

Tubercular  cavities  ar^'found  in  the  lungs  of 
various  sizes;  sometimes  they  are  as  large  as  a 
pea;  then  again  tliey  may  be  found  large  enough 
to  contain  a  pint  or  more  of  matter.  Indeed,  it  is 
a  very  corumon  thing  in  jditliisis,  to  find  almost 
the  whole  superior  lolje  of  a  lung  converted  into 
one  vast  abscess.  When  an  abscess  of  consider- 

able magnitude  suddenly  bursts  into  the  bronchia, 
there  is  always  danger  of  immediate  suffocation. 
I  have  mi'.i  with  several  cases  where  the  accident 
proved  immediately  fatal.  The  case  of  S.,  an  in- 

timate friend  of  mine,  I  shall  never  forget.  lie 
had  been  ill  for  several  mouths  with  8ymi>tom3  of 

phthisis.  The  disease  appeared  to  be  of  the  mildest 
form,  and  run  a  very  lingering  course.  He  was  a 
sign  painter  by  occupation,  and  was  able  to  attend 
to  his  business  until  the  da.y  of  his  death.  In  the 
^orning  of  that  day  he  went  to  his  place  of  busi- 

ness as  usual.  Returning  home  about  the  middle 
of  the  day,  he  complained  of  being  very  weak,  and 
laid  down  for  a  few  moments  to  rest.  On  being 
summoned  to  dinner,  by  some  member  of  the 
family,  they  discovered  that  a  very  su(iden  change 
had  come  over  him,  he  could  not  rise ;  his  coun- 

tenance was  blanched ;  in  a  few  moments  he  be- 
came speechless,  and  before  the  family  could  be 

gathered  in  he  was  dead. 
In  consequence  of  his  sudden  and  unexpected 

dissolution,  his  family  requested  a  post-mortem. 
This  revealed  the  existence  of  a  very  large  tuber- 

cular abscess  in  the  superior  lobe  of  the  right 
lung,  which  had  ruptured  into  the  bronchia,  fill- 

ing it  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  suffo- 
cation, which  was  the  more  immediate  cause  of 

the  patient's  death.  If  it  had  discharged  gradu- 
ally; his  life  might  have  been  prolonged  for 

months ;  but  he  could  not  have  permanently 
recovered,  for  there  were  too  many  tubercular 
indurations  in  other  parts  of  the  lung,  which 
would  ultimately  have  softened  and  caused  fur- 

ther disorganization  of  the  lungs. 
Abscesses  that  rupture  in  this  way  are  generally 

encysted.  Morton,  in  his  Illustrated  Consumption, 
presents  the  following  diagram,  which  we  regard 
a  very  good  representation  of  this  form  of  tuber- 

cular disorganization. 

The  abscess  represented  in  the  cut,  was  found 
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in  the  middle  lobe  of  tlie  right  lung.  The  cyst 
was  less  than  a  line  in  thickness,  and  was  com- 

posed of  a  sub-cartilaginous  texture.  Toward 
the  bottom  of  the  cavity  was  a  cruciform  cord  of 
condensed  pulmonary  tissue,  in  which  the  remains 
of  blood-vessels  were  still  visible.  The  internal 
parietes  of  the  cavity  were  straw-colored,  and 
much  corrugated.  The  surrounding  pulmonary 
tissue  contained  irregular,  blackish  tubercles, 
with  a  solitary  spheroidal,  crude  tubercle.  The 
bronchia  opened  into  the  cavity  by  four  or  five 
large  orifices. 

v.— Sudden  and  profuse  Haemoptysis. 
Although  haemoptysis  is  one  of  the  first  and 

most  prominent  symptoms  that  announce  the 
approach  of  this  fell  disease,  yet  strange  to  say, 
it  is  very  seldom  the  cause  of  sudden  death. 
I  have  had  phthisical  patients  under  my  care  who 
have  bled  most  profusely,  but  in  no  instance  has 
it  proved  immediately  fatal.  As  we  have  observed 
in  another  place,  nature  has  taken  the  greatest 
care  to  prevent  such  an  event.  Tubercle  being 
an  extra-vascular  deposit,  when  it  is  exuded  in 
the  interstices  of  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs,  it  com- 

presses their  blood-vessels  in  such  a  manner  that 
scarcely  a  drop  of  the  vital  fluid  can  escape. 
Bones,  muscles,  and  cellular  tissue  readily  disap- 

pear under  the  influence  of  ulceration,  while  blood- 
vessels remain  almost  perfect.  Thus  the  walls 

of  the  pulmonary  arteries,  when  surrounded  by 
tubercular  softening  and  ulceration  of  the  pul- 

monary tissues,  instead  of  sharing  in  the  disor- 
ganization, usually  thicken  by  the  development  of 

fresh  materials,  their  caliber  gradually  dimin- 
ishes; after  a  time  they  cease  to  be  pervious,  and 

are  transformed  into  solid  cords.  And  it  is  only 
in  those  cases,  in  which  such  vessels  are  suddenly 
torn  before  they  are  perfectly  closed,  that  profuse 
hasmorrhage  can  take  place  from  a  tubercular 
cavity  in  the  lungs.  Haemoptysis  in  phthisis, 
however,  may  and  does  frequently  occur  from 
other  sources  ;  it  may  proceed  from  the  parietes  of 
a  granulating  abscess,  or  as  an  exhalation  from 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  or  even  from  a 
rupture  of  the  pulmonary  tissues.  But  it  matters 
not  from  what  source  it  comes,  if  it  is  very  pro- 

fuse, and  the  patient's  strength  has  been  very  much 
exhausted  by  the  tubercular  disease,  it  may  pi-o- 
duce  sudden  death  by  the  quantity  lost,  or  by  its 

accumulation  in  the  air  passages  and  sufi"ocating 
the  patient. 

'VI.— Acute  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia  and  Catarrh. 
Pleurisy  and  pneumonia  are  very  common  com- 

plications of  pulmonarj^  tuberculosis  ;  at  one  time 
they  were  considered  the  chief  cause  of  the  dis- 

ease. This  opinion  was  based  upon  the  theory  of 
the  inflammatory  and  local  origin  of  the  malady, 

which  is  now  generally  discarded  by  all  enlight- 
ened pathologists.  Pleurisy  and  pneumonia  never 

originate  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  They 'may, 
however,  by  the  local  injury  they  inflict  upon  the 
pulmonary  organs,  and  the  system  generally,  in 
individuals  predisposed  to  the  disorder,  lead  to  a 
more  rapid  development  of  it.  An  acute  attack  of 
either  of  these  diseases,  at  any  time  during  the 
progress  of  phthisis,  is  a  circumstance  of  very 
grave  importance.  I  have  known  cases  to  be  very 
abruptly  terminated  by  their  invasion.  An  attack 
of  acute  bronchial  catarrh  is  also  frequently  very 

fatal  to  patients  sufi'ering  with  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, particularly  in  the  last  stage  of  the 

disease,  when  the  patient's  strength  is  much 
exhausted,  and  his  vital  powers  are  at  low  ebb. 
The  bronchial  excretion  is  sometimes  thrown  out 
so  rapidly  that  the  patient  has  not  the  strength 
to  expectorate  it,  and  suffocation  is  the  result. 
Patients  in  a  promising  condition  are  sometimes 
very  suddenly  carried  off  in  this  way.  Dr.  T. 
Thompson,  in  one  of  his  lectures  on  Pulmonary 
Consumption,  speaks  of  an  epidemic  catarrh  which 
at  one  time  prevailed  in  London,  that  was  very 
fatal  to  his  phthisical  patients,  removing  some  of 
them  from  the  world  very  suddenly.  And  I  have 
observed  for  several  years,  that  when  pneumonia 
and  broncho-pneumony  was  very  rife,  the  mor- 

tality from  phthisis  would  be  greatly  increased. 
Patients  that  were  in  comparatively  comfortable 
circumstances,  would  take  suddenly  worse,  and 
die  in  a  few  days. 

There  are  other  causes  of  sudden  death  in 
phthisis,  such  as  oedema  of  the  lungs,  emphysema, 
and  profuse  diarrhoea,  but  as  we  have  noticed 
them  elsewhere,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  de- 

scribe them  in  this  article. 

Diphtheria  among  Army  Horses. 
A  new  disease  seems  to  have  lately  broken  out 

among  the  horses  in  some  of  the  army  camps.  J.  H. 
Thompson,  surgeon  of  the  Thirty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  stationed  at  Williauisburgh,  Va.,  thus 
describes  its  symptoms  and  effects  :  "  Four  horses died  in  one  battery  within  a  few  hours  of  each  other. 
They  appeared  well  in  the  morning,  refused  a  por- 

tion of  their  oats  at  mid-day,  and  in  the  evening 
could  not  swallow  anything  ;  rapid  exhaustion  fol- 

lowed, and  in  a  few  hours  they  died.  On  opening 
the  animals,  the  mouth,  larynx,  and  trachea  were 
found  covered  with  diphtheritic  membranes  some- 

what thicker  and  more  tenacious,  but  in  other  re- 
spects resembling  that  found  in  the  human  subject 

in  cases  of  diphtheria.  If  this  is  diphtheria  iu  the 
horse,  and  I  know  of  nothing  else  it  is  likely  to  be, 
is  it  with  them  a  new  disease  I  Or  is  it  only  new  to 
me,  because  I  am  ignorant  of  its  previous  existence  ? 
Certainly  none  of  the  persons  having  charge  of  the 
Government  horses  around  here  know  anything  of 
the  disease."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  notice  will 
an-est  the  attention  of  scientific  veterinary  surgeons, 
and  that  they  will  be  able  to  ai)ply  a  remedy. — Scien- 

tific American, 
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DOMESTIC. 

Ovarian  Tumor. 

Dr.  John  O'Eeillt,  of  New  York,  publishes  an 
interesting  case  in  -whicli  be  operated  for  the  removal 
of  an  ovarian  tumor  of  large  size.  The  following 
are  the  interesting  points  in  the  case  :  Married  lady, 
tifty-tive  years  old,  mother  of  several  children  ;  tumor 
tirst  appeared  seven  years  ago.  The  tumor  was 
rirmly  fixed,  but  the  parietes  were  movable  slightly 
upon  it.  There  was  no  evidence  of  fluctuation. 
Forty  drops  of  laudanum  was  given  to  keep  the 
bowels  quiet  and  contracted  during  the  operation. 
Chloroform  was  administered.  The  attachments  of 
the  tumor  were  extensive,  viz.,  to  the  uterus  behind, 
and  embraced  by  the  Fallopian  tubes  on  either  side, 
to  the  third  and  fourth  lumbar  vertebrae,  and  along 
the  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis  so  far  down  in  the 
pelvis  that  a  vessel  had  to  be  tied  low  down  in  the 
recto-uterine  space.  The  attachments  were  partly 
cut  and  partly  torn  through.  Six  or  seven  blood- 

vessels were  severed,  each  being  tied  as  it  was 
divided.  When  the  tumor  was  removed,  the  abdom- 

inal cavity  was  sponged  out  several  times  to  remove 
the  blood.  During  the  operation  the  window  was 
kept  open,  admitting  a  free  draught  of  air  :  (it  was 
ou  the  first  of  July).  The  intestines  were  allowed  to 
come  out,  and  were  not  touched  until  the  operation 
was  over,  when  they  were  lifted  in  again.  Vomiting 
having  occurred,  the  stomach  was  thrown  forward 
out  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  Its  contractions  and 
dilatations  could  be  plainly  observed.  The  tumor  was 
fatty  fibro-cellular,  and  weighed  over  thirty  pounds. 

The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together 
first  by  a  deep  metallic  suture  twisted,  embracing  the 
soft  parts  external  to  the  peritoneum,  and  by  a  com- 

mon interrupted  suture  securing  the  integuments, 
adhesive  plaster  being  applied  in  the  intervals  be- 

tween the  sutures.  A  towel  folded  flat,  a  pad  of  tow, 
and  a  many-tailed  bandage,  the  two  last  tails  being 
brought  down  under  the  thighs,  up  in  front  of  the 
groin  and  fastened  there  to  guard  against  any  slip- 

ping, completed  the  dressing. 
A  draught  containing  two  grains  of  opium  was 

immediately  administered,  and  after  half  an  hour 
two  grains  more.  Was  ordered  to  have  nothing  but 
a  small  piece  of  ice,  sucked  occasionally,  and  to 
take  two  grains  of  opium  every  third  hour,  making 
eight  grains  between  the  hours  of  one  and  nine, 
P.  M.  After  the  last  dose  of  opium  she  slept  about 
three  hours,  and  had  no  pain  of  any  kind.  The 
opium  was  continued  during  the  night  every  third 
hour.  In  the  morning,  having  rejected  the  anodyne 
draughts,  opium  pills  were  substituted  and  two 
grains  given  every  third  hour.  At  23^  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the  second  day,  pain  increasing,  the  opium  was 

given  at  shorter  intervals,  and  between  that  hour  and 
83-<  she  took  fourteen  grains.  The  pain  being  now 
relieved,  the  usual  doses  were  resumed.  On  the 
third  day,  having  complained  of  acidity  of  the  sto- 

mach, three  parts  of  sweet  milk  and  oue  of  lime- 
water  was  given  in  half-ounce  doses  occasionally. 
Otherwise,  treatment  as  before.  At  83^  o'clock,  P.  M., 
having  suffered  a  great  deal  of  spasmodic  pain  dur- 

ing the  afternoon  in  the  umbilical  and  right  iliac 
regions  and  taken  eighteen  grains  of  opium  without 
relief,  a  four-grain  dose  was  given  at  once,  upon 
which  the  pain  ceased  entirely,  thus  making  twenty- 
two  grains  of  opium  between  23^  and  83^  o'clock. 
During  the  day  she  drank  a  quart  of  milk  and  lime- 
water,  and  sucked  one  orange.  The  opium  was  con- 

tinued during  the  night  in  two-grain  doses  every 
third  hour  as  before.  She  continued  to  progress 
well  until  the  fifth  day,  when  she  drank  some  cream 
of  tartar  water  and  lemonade  contrary  to  orders, 
which  were  rejected.  The  opium  was  given  every 
sixth  hour.  On  the  seventh  day  the  dressings  were 
removed,  as  well  as  the  pins  and  sutures.  The  whole 
wound  had  healed  by  first  intention  except  the  lower 
part  where  the  ligatures  came  out.  Not  the  slightest 
pain  on  pressure  over  any  part  of  the  abdomen. 
Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  ultimate  success  of 
the  ease,  the  patient  on  this  day,  perversely,  against 
express  orders,  sent  for  six  cents  worth  of  cream  of 
tartar,  which  she  had  ̂ dissolved  in  cold  water,  and 
drank  off.  Not  relishing  it,  she  sent  to  another  drug 
store  and  procured  three  cents  worth  more,  and  thus 
took  nearly  three  ounces!  As  might  have  been  ex- 

pected, the  result  was  severe  hypercatharsis.  Opium, 
stimulants  and  restoratives  were  freely  used,  but 
without  effect — and  she  died  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
ninth  day  after  the  operation,  a  victim  of  her  own 
folly.    A  post-mortem  examination  was  refused. 

Transportation  of  Compound  Fractures  of  Hjeg and  Thigh. 

Dr.  John  Swinbukne,  of  Albany,  New  York,  com- 
municates the  following  on  the  best  method  for  the 

transportation  of  cases  of  compound  and  commi- 
nuted fractures  of  the  leg  and  thigh  to  the  American 

Medical  Tiriiea. 
"  The  plan  I  have  recommended  and  adopted  with 

entire  success  is  to  place  compresses  made  of  straw, 
hay,  leaves,  husks,  or  even  sand-bags,  between  the 
legs  and  thighs.  After  drawing  the  broken  limb 
down  to  its  normal  length,  apply  the  compresses, 
and  fasten  it  to  the  well  one  by  means  of  a  bandage 
cast  lightly  about  them  both,  thereby  making  a  splint 
of  the  sound  liuib.  In  this  manner  these  patients 
can  ])c  removed  for  miles  in  ambulances,  and  changed 
or  handled  with  less  injury,  discomfort,  or  inconve- 

nience than  with  any  other  dressing  with  which  I 
am  familiar.  The  only  care  requisite  is  to  see  that 
the  8ubsef|uent  swelling  from  inflammation  or  infil- 

tration does  not  destroy  the  vitality  of  the  parts  ; 
eohl  water  and  the  reai>plication  of  the  dressings 
will  obviate  this  danger." 

Sulphur  Bendered  Soft. 
A  young  German  chemist  has  discovered  that,  by 

the  addition  of  a  small  (luantity  of  iodine,  pure 
sulphur  is  rendered  perfectly  soft,  and  may  be  formed 
into  thin  leaves  as  flexible  as  wax. 
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On  the  Use  of  Purgatives  in  the  Treatment  of Dysentery. 

Dr.  J.  Delioux  de  Savignac,  in  the  Bulletin  Gene- 
rales  de  Tlierapeutics,  says  on  this  subject : 

"After  ipecacuanha,  purgatives  are  the  most  suit- 
able remedies  for  dysentery.  Bretonneau  was  one 

of  the  first  to  demonstrate  clinically  the  importance 
of  this  class  of  remedies  in  the  disease  in  question, 
and  the  mortality  returns,  the  relapses,  and  chronic 
cases  have  diminished  since  the  evacuant  plan  has 
superceded  the  antiphlogistic  in  the  treatment.  Pur- 

gatives, in  fact,  increase  the  peristaltic  movements and  the  muscular  contractions  of  the  intestines,  and 
atford  a  free  passage  at  first  to  the  matters,  such  as 
bile  and  excrement,  which  are  accumulated  in  their 
cavities,  and  afterwards  to  the  new  products  of 
secretion  drawn  to  them  by  the  dynamic  action  of 
the  dru2:s  ;  in  other  words,  they  re-establish  the  nor- mal conditions  of  def?ecation,  they  produce  an  afflux 
of  blood  and  serosity,  acting  upon  the  liver,  the 
orgasm  of  which  they  moderate,  and  upon  the  vas- cular network  of  the  mucous  membrane,  which  they 
disgorge  of  its  contents  ;  and  lastly,  they  induce 
diarrhoea.  But  only  mild  purgatives  should  be  given, 
because  it  is  essential  not  to  irritate,  and  especially 
not  to  inflame  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
The  energetic  and  irritating  purgatives  are  not  at  all 
suitable  in  dysentery,  such  as  colocynth  and  croton- 
oil ;  and  even  the  resinous  kinds  in  general  do  harm, 
such  as  jalap,  scammony,  and  aloes  ;  and  calomel 
and  rhubarb,  which  are  frequently  beneficial,  some- 

times become  dangerous.  Dr.  DELiorx,  in  the  choice 
of  purgatives,  prefers  the  phosphate  of  soda,  the 
tartrate  of  soda,  and  the  tartrate  of  soda  and  potash, 
all  of  which  exert  a  mild  but  at  the  same  time  an 
aperient  action.  Castor-oil  is  employed  by  Dr.  De- 
Lioux  very  frequently,  and  the  only  objection  to  its 
use  is  that  it  may  be  inadequate  to  the  purpose  re- 

quired. He  does  not  much  approve  the  use  of  calo- 
mel, except  when  it  is  necessary  to  act  energetically 

on  the  biliary  secretion  when  it  has  been  obstinately 
suspended.  Some  pills  prescribed  by  Segond,  phy- 

sician-in-chief in  French  Guiana,  have  been  very 
much  recommended  by  the  French  medical  practi- 

tioners in  Cayenne.  They  consist  of  a  mixture  of 
ipecacuanha,  "^calomel,  and  the  watery  extract  of opium,  and  although  Dr.  Delioux  does  not  think 
them  particularly  serviceable  in  acute  dysentery,  he 
often  uses  them  with  success  in  the  chronic  form  of 
the  disease." — B.  and  F.  Med.-Chir.  Rev.  and  Dtcblin 
Med.  Press. 

On  the  Use  of  Perchloride  of  Iron  in  Diph- ttieria. 

M.  CouRTT  says  it  is  now  generally  admitted  that 
the  pseudo-membranous  formations  of  the  throat  or 
larynx  ought  to  be  treated  with  tonics  instead  of 
antiphlogistics.  M.  Courty  is  persuaded  that  these 
diseases  are  of  an  adynamic  nature,  and  he  disap- 

proves of  any  measure  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  weakening  the  organism,  admitting  only  such  re- 

medial means  as  are  of  an  opposite  nature,  such  as 
a  substantial  and  restorative  diet,  and  among  medi- 

cines, cinchona,  and  especially  iron,  which,  without 
being  a  specific,  he  regards  as  assisting  essentially  in 
a  cure.  He  considers  the  solution  of  the  perchloride 
of  iron  to  be  the  best  of  the  ferruginous  prepara- 

tions, but  he  thinks  that  there  are  some  others  which 
may  be  preferred  in  certain  cases,  as  for  instance, 
the  iodide  of  iron  in  scrofulous  children.  M.  Courtt 
employs  the  prechloride  in  two  forms  : — 1.  Inter- 

nally, in  the  dose  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  drops  in  a 
glass  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours,  given  in  tea- 
spoonfuls,  and  each  dose  followed  by  a  mouthful  of 
milk  to  remove  the  styptic  after-taste.  He  continues 

the  medicine,  even  after  the  cure,  for  a  sufficiently 
long  time  to  restore  the  strength  and  to  shorten  the 
convalescence.  2.  He  employs  it  locally,  if  not  to 
the  exclusion  of  every  other  topical  application,  still 
with  a  marked  preference,  and  the  reason  of  the  pre- 

ference is,  that  the  solution  has  at  once  a  caustic, 
haemostatic,  and  tonic  action,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
very  favorably  modifies  the  surface  after  the  removal 
of  the  false  membrane,  and  spares  the  neighboring 
parts,  which  are  not  denuded  of  epithelium  ;  and 
besides,  if  it  is  impossible  to  remove  the  diphtheritic 
patch,  the  perchloride  of  iron  possesses  the  valuable 
property  of  acting  upon  it  and  penetrating  it,  of  in- 

filtrating itself  under  its  edges,  and  thus  going  on  to 
reach  and  modify  the  subjacent  tissue. — Brit,  and 
Fur.  Mbd.-CMr.  Rev. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Manual  of  Instructions  for  Military  Surgeons, 
on  the  examination  of  recruits  and  discharge  of 
soldiers.  With  an  Appendix  containing  the  Offi- 

cial Regulations  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General's Bureau,  and  those  for  the  formation  of  the  Invalid 
Corps,  etc.,  etc.  Prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission.  By  John  Ordronaux, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  Co- 

lumbia College,  New  York.  12mo,  pp.  238.  New 
York:  D.  Van  Nostrand,  192  Broadway,  1863. Price  $1. 

This  very  useful  manual  is  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission. 
The  officers  of  that  commission  and  the  members  of 
our  profession  who  have  visited  the  battle-field  and 
our  military  hospitals,  know  well  how  much  impo- 

sition has  l^een  practiced  on  the  Government  by  men 
volunteering  and  receiving  heavy  bounties  who  were 
physically  incapable  of  enduring  the  labors  and 
fatigues  incident  to  the  life  of  a  soldier — and  who have  thus  been  a  burden  on  the  Government  until 
they  have  been  discharged  on  account  of  physical 
disability — often,  to  re-enlist,  obtain  bounty-money 
again,  and  go  through  the  same  course.  In  this  way 
our  Government  has  been  defrauded  of  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars,  and  our  profession  is  largely 
responsible  in  the  premises  for  their  criminal  care- 

lessness, not  to  say  ignorance  in  the  examination  of 
recruits. 

Dr.  Ordronaux's  manual  will  be  found  to  meet  a 
want  of  the  profession  in  this  respect,  and  it  should 
be  widely  distributed  among  those  whose  duty  it  is 
to  inspect  recruits  for  the  army.  This  manual  is 
founded  on  the  French  Code  of  Instruction  on  the 
subjects  of  enlistment  and  discharge  of  soldiers. 

The  manual  is  issued  in  a  very  neat  style,  is  of 
moderate  size,  yet  seems  to  contain  all  that  is  essen- 

tial as  a  guide  to  the  physician. 

The  Nature,  Causes,  and.  Treatment  of  Nervous 
Deafness.    Translated  from  the  French  of  "  Du- 
cheune,"  with  additions  by  Laurence  Turnbull, 
M.  D.,  Ain-al  Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Aural Surgery  at  Howard  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  etc.,  etc. 
12mo.   Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1863. 
Local  Faridazation  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  especi- 

ally upon  the  tympani  nerve,  is  one  which  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  M.  Di'CUenne  since  the  year 1851,  Avhen  it  assumed  such  importance  as  to  form 

the  subject  of  a  memoir,  which  later  was  embodied 
in  his  well  known    L'Electrisation  Localisee." 

The  volume  before  us  is  a  translation  of  that  por- 
tion of  this  work  devoted  to  "  Nervous  Deafness," extracts  from  which  have  frecpicntly  been  presented 

to  the  readers  of  this  Journal  by  Dr.'  Turnbull After  a  few  introductory  remarks  the  author  gives 
tlie  mode  of  "  Operative  Procedure,"  which  is  to 
place  the  auditory  canal  in  a  perpendicular  direction, 
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[Vol.  X. and  after  fillino:  the  canal  with  -water,  a  metallic thread  is  Introduced,  taking  care  that  it  does  not 
touch  the  walls  of  the  canal  or  the  membrana  tym- 
pani ;  but  as  a  slight  movement  of  the  head  mav  bring 
the  thread  in  contact  with  these  parts,  M.  Du- 
CHENXE  has  constructed  an  auricular  rheoplure 
where  the  conductor  is  insulated  by  an  ivory  enve- 

lope. * 
"Having  waited  until  the  noise  has  ceased  that  is produced  by  the  impression  of  the  liqiiid  upon  the 

membrane  of  the  tympanum,  we  place  the  auricular 
rheoplure  in  connection  with  one  of  the  conductors 
of  the  inductive  apparatus,  and  Ave  close  the  circuit 
by  placing  upon  the  mastoid  process  the  other  whet- 

ted rheoplure,  which  itself  communicates  with  the 
second  conductor  of  that  apparatus."    (p.  7.) 

After  a  certain  time  of  excitation,  there  is  felt  "a 
kind  of  tickling  in  the  right  side  of  the  tongue," 
often  followed  by  "  a  numbness,  and  sometimes  by 
an  increased  and'  excessive  sensibility  in  the  anterior two-thirds  of  the  edge  of  the  tongue,  which  may  last 
a  long  time."    (pp.  9-10.) 

He  then  proceeds  to  the  discussion  of  these  phe- 
nomena, and  to  better  do  this  we  have  introduced 

some  wood  cuts,  showing  the  anatomical  construc- 
tion of  the  parts  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  their 

production,  and  after  discussing  the  opinions  of 
Bernard,  Fa"no,  and  others,  proceeds  to  describe that  class  of  paralysis  where  Faridazation  Avould 
appear  indicated. 

These  cases  of  nervous  paralysis  are  very  nume- 
rous indeed,  and  in  the  foremost  rank  we  tind  that 

variety  referable  to  hysterine  and  accompanied  with 
intra-aural  sounds,  more  or  less  strong  and  annoy- 

ing. It  will  generally  be  observed  that  the  left  side 
is  the  one  most  frequently  disturbed,  but  it  some- 

times, also,  occurs  that  the  deafness  is  found  on  both 
sides,  though  greater  on  the  left. 

The  author  now  gives  some  very  interesting  cases 
where  the  absence  of  hearing  was  supposed  to  be 
hysterical,  or  from  the  prolonged  use  of  quinia,  as  a  j 
consequence  of  eruptive  fevers,  or  without  any  as-  i 
signable  cause,  where  the  happiest  results  followed  j 
the  application  of  Faridazation  to  the  muscles  of  the  j 
small  bones  and  the  chorda  tympani.    The  facts 
recorded  lead  us  to  conclude  that  as  a  general  rule  { 
nervous  deafness  is  curable  from  the  local  applica-  ; 
tion  of  electricity,  yet  the  too  numerous  unsuccessful  ! 
cases  makes  it  extremely  desirable  that  some  definite  | 
indication  be  found  by  means  of  which  a  differential  ! 
diagnosis  may  be  established  between  that  due  to  j 
some  functional  disturbance  of  the  nervous  distribu-  | 
tion,  and  perhaps  amenable  to  treatment  from  elec- 

tricity, and  that  form  dependent  upon  some  lesion  i 
in  the  apparatus  itself,  and  demanding  other  care.  : 
This  occurred  to  M.  Phili.ipeaux,  who  says  : 

"  There  is  a  certain  numljer  of  deaf  persons  who  [ have  been  tlius  aficcted  during  a  longer  or  shorter  ; 
time,  wlio,  notwithstanding  tlieir  affection,  very  dis-  ! 
tinctly  feel,  under  the  influence  of  electricity,  that  ! 
characteristic  pain  on  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  while  [ 
there  are  others  in  whom  that  symptom  is  wanting. 
Seeing  my  want  of  success  with  those  deaf  patients, 
who,  on  electrical  e\-i>loration,  have  not  shown  the 
characteristic  symptoms  which  I  am  endeavoring  to  | 
establish  in  this  memoir,  that  I  now  entirely  decline  ! 
the  treatment  of  deafness  of  long  standing,  where 
j)atienls,  on  electrical  exi)loration,  do  not  exhibit 
that  jicculiar  sensation  physiologically  perceived  at 
tho  tip  of  the  tonirue."    (pp.  | From  the  complete  absence  of  the  jjliysiological  { 
senHation  pcn  ciJtihle  by  the  tongue;,  under  the  ener- 
getic  excitation  of  that  nervit.  in  some  whose  hearing 
was  perfectly  sound,  and  Htill  furilicr,  deaf  mutes  in 
whom  excitation  fjf  the  chorda  tynifjani  could  not  be  ! 
produced,  the  author  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  i 

"Tlie  ahsenc(;  of  lingual  sfuiHations,  jiroduced  by  ■ electrical  exfitation,  is  not,  thv.u,  a  pathognomonic  ! 
Hvmptom  of  an  incurable  nervous  deafness."  (p. 
47.;  I 

In  conclusion  of  the  article,  the  following  general 
summary  is  arrived  at : 

"1.  That  hysterical  nervous  deafness  is  generally curable  by  the  electrical  excitation  of  the  chorda 
tympani,  and  of  the  movements  of  the  chain  of  little 
bones. 

"2.  That  some  nervous  deafnesses,  consecutive 
upon  continuous  eruptive  fevers,  etc.,  are  curable  by 
the  same  treatment,  of  hoAvever  long  duration  they 
may  be.  and  even  though  their  resistance  to  other 
means  of  treatment  may  give  them  the  appearance 
of  being  incurable. 

"  3.  That  probably  the  therapeutic  action  of  the 
process  of  Faridazation  employed  in  these  researches 
is  owing  principally  to  the  labyrinthine  liquid,  pro- 

duced by  the  movement  of  the  chain  of  bones,  and 
consequenth'-  of  the  fenestra  ovalis. 

"4.  That  the  electrical  exploration  of  the  ear  does 
not  furnish  any  pathognomonic  symptom  which 
allows  of  our  prognosticating  the  incurableuess  of 
the  deafness."    (p.  49.) 

We  find  pages  50  to  page  87  devoted  to  the  history, 
etc.,  etc.,  of  seven  cases  of  another  variety  of  nervous 
deafness,  known  as  "deaf  muteness,"  where  local 
applications  of  electricity  resulted  not  only  in  de- 

i  cided  improvement,  but  permanent  recovery"!  From 
I  consideration  of  these  facts,  M.  Duchen^ve'  is  led  to 
}  think,  that j     "  There  is  a  species  of  deaf  muteness,  congenital 
j  or  not,  completely  independent  of  any  appreciable I  anatomical  alteration,  consequently,  no  one  is  war- 

I  ranted  in  pronouncing  that  species'of  deaf  muteness i  incurable.    The  exploration  of  the  middle  and  inter- 
!  nal  ear  by  the  Faridazation  of  the  chorda  of  the 
tympanum,  and  of  the  motor  muscles  of  the  little 
bones,  enables  us  almost  infallibly  to  ascertain  when 
the  deaf  muteness  is  not  produced  by  an  organic 
alteration. 

"  It  is  demonstrated  by  facts  that  nervous  deafness 
may  be  cured  by  Faridazation  of  the  chord  of  the 
tympanum  and  of  the  little  bones,  but  at  present 
that  mode  of  treatment  has  only  succeeded  in  con- 
Alerting  deaf  muteness  into  half  deafness. 

"  That  state  of  half  deafness,  obtained  in  cases  of 
congenital  deaf  muteness,  exerts  a  happy  and  speedy 
influence  upon  the  moral  condition  of  the  child, 
upon  his  feelings  of  afiection,  and  upon  his  educa- 

tional receptiA-ity,  and  finally  it  admits  of  the  devel- 
opment of  speech  through  the  medium  of  the  hear- 

ing."   (pp.  83-3.) We  have  now  reached  the  termination  of  this 
translation  of  the  valuable  memoir  of  Duchenne, 
which  is  folloAved  by  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Turxbull 
l)efore  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society, 
January  14,  1863,  upon  the  subject  of  "Nervous 
Deafness."  The  writer  presents  us  with  a  general 
summary,  collected  from  various  authorities  and 
interspersed  Avith  cases  occurring  in  his  private  and 
hospital  practice  upon  the  "Definition,"  "  Eliol- 
ogy,"  "Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Internal 
Ear."  In  regard  to  the  "  Frequency  of  the  Diagno- 

sis "  of  the  disease  under  consideration,  he  very 
aptly  remarks  : 

"  That  in  all  branches  of  medicine,  the  less  one's 
anatomical  knowledge  and  exact  research,  the  oftener 
one  considers  diseases  as  "  nervous,"  and  the  greater 
one's  ]irogcess  in  these  two  requisites,  the  more 
means  has  one  of  explaining  the  symptoms,  and  the 
less  often  does  one  make  such  a  diagnosis."  (p. 
108.) 

We  have  noAv  reached  the  conclusion  of  the  little 
volume,  which  is  presented  to  us  in  a  very  neat  form 
and  marked  by  but  few  typographical  errors,  such  as 
diversity  in  the  mode  of  spelling  "Faridazation," 
"Chorda  Tyn»pani,"  and  "Chord  of  the  Tympani." Considered  as  a  Avhole,  it  is  quite  creditable  to  the 
translator  ;  and  to  those  specially  interested  in  Aural 
Surgery  and  unaccpiainted  with  the  original,  will 
repay  perusal  and  i)r()ve  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
literature  upon  the  subject.  A.  P.  T. 
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PHILADELPHIA,  AUGUST  23,  1863. 

CENOTAPHS. 

He  wlio  loses  Ws  life  in  the  cause  of  his  country 

is  worthy  of  lasting  remembrance.  But  separate 
monuments  cannot  be  raised  to  the  thousands 

who  in  this  war  die  by  disease,  or  fall  from  the 
ranks  in  the  tedious  marches,  or  who  are  reported 

killed"  and  "missing"  in  the  skirmishes  and 
battles  that  are  constantly  occurring.  The  visitor 

to  the  battle  field  will  see  many  a  head-board 

marked — "An  unknown  soldier  lies  here," — 
"ten,"  "twenty,"  "fifty,"  "unknown  soldiers 
are  buried  in  this  trench."  Aye,  he  will  see 
many  more  mounds  with  no  head-boards  at  all 
to  mark  the  spot.  These  saddening  sights  meet 
the  eye  on  many  a  square  mile  of  more  than  a 
dozen  States  of  the  Union. 

— Brave  men !  An  enduring  monument  must 
be  erected  in  honor  of  your  noble  deeds  and 
sacrifice  of  self.  A  scant  six  feet  of  earth  and 

the  assurance  of  the  lasting  gratitude  of  your 
countrymen  is  scarcely  a  compensation  for  your 

toils,  your  sufi"erings  and  the  final  sacrifice  of  life 
itself.  Many  of  you  have  left  behind  loved  ones, 
the  thought  of  whose  destitute  and  forlorn  con- 

dition has,  perhaps,,  imparted  the  keenest  pang 
to  your  death-struggle.  You  would  have  died 
content  if  you  could  have  had  the  assurance  that 

your  loved  ones  would  be  properly  cared  for. —  ' 
It  will  surely  be  done  The  American  people 

will  not  be  unmindful  of  their  duty  to  the  de- 
fenders of  their  nationality.  They  will  accept  the 

legacy  left  them  in  trust  by  those  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  who  have  fallen.  The  question  of  erect- 

ing cenotaphs  to  the  memory  of  soldiers  who  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  for  their  country  is  being 
discussed.  It  is  important  to  settle  upon  some 
shape  to  give  these  monuments.  How  shall  the 

oflferings  of  the  people,  of  the  nation,  and  the 
States,  at  this  shrine  be  disposed  of.  Something 

will  be  ofi"ered.  Shall  they  be  put  into  the  form  of 
mere  shafts  of  marble  or  granite,  with  the  names 
of  the  fallen  inscribed  thereon  ?  Or  shall  they  not 
rather  take  some  practical  enduring  shape  which 
shall  confer  lasting  blessings  on  the  loved  ones  of 

those  who  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  their 

country  in  her  hour  of  trial  ? 

The  principles  in  defence  of  which  these  men 
have  lost  their  lives  are  lasting  enough,  and 

important  enough  to  secure  the  erection  of  monu- 
paents  to  their  memory  that  shall  stand  the  test  of 

time,  and  from  which  those  whose  stay  and  sup- 
port they  were,  shall  reap  some  lasting  benefit. 

The  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people  under- 
lie the  permanency  of  all  republican  institutions. 

Then  let  the  monuments  erected  to  the  memory 

of  our  fallen,  be  of  such  a  character  as  shall 
be  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  principles  which 
they  died  in  defence  of.  Let  them  be  educational 
institutions  of  a  high  order,  to  whose  benefits 
the  descendants  of,  first,  those  soldiers  who  have 
lost  life  or  health ;  and,  second,  of  any  soldier  who 
has  served  in  the  armies  of  the  Union  during 
these  trying  times,  shall  have  a  pre  emption 
claim.  Let  our  State  and  municipal  governments, 
corporations  and  individuals  contribute  liberally, 
and  let  the  general  government  aid  also ;  and  in 
small  States  establish  a  permanent  fund  for  the 

support  of  one,  and  in  large  ones  more  than  one 
educational  institution  of  a  high  order.  Let  these 

be  substantially  built,  and  contain  one  room — a 
rotunda — devoted  to  historical  statuary,  paintings, 
and  collections  of  trophies,  curiosities,  etc.,  con- 

nected with  the  war,  and  a  record  in  some  perma- 
nent form  of  the  names  of  the  soldiers  who  went 

fi*om  the  State  or  section  of  a  State  in  which  the 
institution  is  located.  Let  these  institutions  be 

j  of  an  order  higher  even  than  any  that  now  exist 
in  our  country,  and  let  special  pains  be  taken  to 
instruct  the  pupils  in  those  principles  of  govern- 

ment which  have  in  less  than  a  century  made 
ours  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  most  intelli- 

gent nations  of  the  world. 

The  idea  suggested  above,  if  properly  carried 
out,  would  result  in  perpetuating  the  memory  of 
our  soldiers  to  some  purpose.  If  the  idea  should 
be  considered  chimerical  on  the  score  of  expense, 

we  have  but  to  refer  to  the  immense  sums  appro- 
priated by  the  General,  State,  and  Municipal 

Governments,  and  contributed  by  private  indi- 
viduals during  the  past  two  years,  on  account  of 

the  war,  or  in  the  interest  of  the  soldiers  or  their 
families.    In  Pennsylvania  five  millions  of  dollars 
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would  build  and  endow  two  educational  institu- 

tions superior  to  any  tliat  now  exist  in  our 
country,  and  tliat  amount  of  money  the  State 
should  raise  without  difficulty,  especially  for  so 
noble  and  so  enduring  an  object. 

"THE  PHYSICIAJSrS  AND  THE  CLEBGY." 

"Under  the  abore  caption,  a  cotemporary  news- 
paper of  this  city — the  Public  Ledger — has  some,  in 

the  main,  very  sensible  remarks,  from  which  we 

make  a  length}-  quotation  below. 

compensation.  The  liberality  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, in  this  respect,  has  been  very  great.  But 

it  seems  to  us,  as  it  does  to  many  of  the  best  of 
themselves,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  making 
any  regulation  binding  upon  all.  Let  each  case 
rest  upon  its  own  merits.  Where  a  man  like 
Henry  Ward  Beeclier  receives  $12,000  a  year,  that 
is,  receives  a  separate  income  from  his  writings 
and  lectures,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  medical 
man  should  and  would  naturally  charge  him,  un- 

less money  were  no  object  to  him,  or  the  advantage 
in  some  way  on  his  side.  There  is  a  very  large 
class  of  ministers,  however,  whose  income  from 
their  preaching  is  hardly  $12  a  year,  who  do  great 

We  believe  that  physicians  should  invariably  |  g^o^i  through  the  country,  who  are  in  labors  above 
charge  those  clergymen  for  medical  attendance 

who  lend  their  influence  in  support  of  quackery 

or  irregular  modes  of  practice.  Neither  clergy- 
men or  newspaper  editors  occupy  a  stand- point  on 

this  subject  sufficiently  elevated  to  enable  them  to 
judge  of  the  duties  of  medical  men. 

If  they  would  accept  the  testimony,  the  evanes- 
cent character  of  the  thousand  and  one  vaunted 

specifics  and  improved  modes  of  practice,  which 
they  certify  to  and  advertise,  is  a  sufficient  answer 

to  their  sophistry.  But  no !  it  pays  to  say  that 
physicians  are  bigoted  because  they  will  not 
use  quack  remedies  and  fraternize  with  irregular 
practitioners.    Would  the  Ledger  regard  him  as  a 

measure.  To  make  it  a  rule  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession that  they  should  charge  all  such  persons, 

would  be  hard  indeed. 

"At  present  both  practices  prevail.  There  is 
no  obligation  on  either  side.  Generally  speaking, 
a  pastor  receives  the  medical  attendance  of  some 
member  of  his  congregation,  and  then,  we  believe, 
it  has  not  been  very  customaiy  to  charge.  This  is 
very  liberal,  yet,  taking  ministers  as  a  class,  they 
probably  lose  nothing  by  it.  The  judgment  of  a 
judicious  and  popular  minister  will  often  be  not  a 
little  influential  over  that  of  his  flock. 

"  The  whole  subject  of  these  gratuities  to  clergy- 
men needs  considering  on  a  broader  scale  than  has 

been  customary.  If  they  receive  freely  they  give 
freely  services  that  in  every  other  country  are 
regular  matters  of  charge.  In  all  Europe  every 

model  clergyman  who  should  testify  to  the  purity  |  minister,  even  of  the  established  churches  of  the 
and  usefulness  of  the  remedies  advertised  by  the  '  land,  charge  a  fee  (generally  about  two  dollars ) 
class  of  ''doctors"  whose  nasty  advertisements 
befoul  its  third  page  ?  Or,  would  it  take  the  recom- 

mendations of  clergymen  appended  to  the  adver- 
tisements of  astrologists  (missing,  of  late,  from  its 

columns  under  the  operation  of  legal  restraints) 
as  an  evidence  of  liberality  and  good  feeling  ? 

The  following  is  the  extract  alluded  to : — 

for  attending  every  funeral.  In  the  neighboring 
British  provinces  we  have  known  an  Episcopal 
clergyman  to  send  for  his  fee,  and  receive  perhaps 
^bout  $5  for  attending  to  the  service.  So  it  is 
with  baptism  and  many  other  services.  In  this 
country  no  such  charge  is  ever  thought  of.  It  is 
customary  to  present  a  fee  at  marriages,  yet  even 
this  is  never  charged,  and  sometimes  omitted. 

Yet  ministers  are  constantly  sent  for  to  visit 

"Recently  there  was  a  curious  discussion  going  the  sick  and  to  bury  the  dead,  not  only  of  their 
on  in  some  of  the  medical  journals,  as  to  the  pro-  |  own  congregations  but  of  others,  perfect  strangers  ; 
priety  of  the  resolution  recently  passed  by  the  !  and  where  often  they  are  expected  to  preach  ser- 
Medical  Society,  by  which  the  members  resolved  mons  and  take  long  rides  and  expose  themselves 
'  to  charge  clergymen  for  medical  attendance.'  Of  to  all  sorts  of  weather.  Yet  such  a  thing  as  a 
course,  the  rule  that  'the  workman  is  worthy  of  minister  refusing  to  attend  for  lack  of  a  fee,  or  ex- 
his  hire,'  applies,  to  medical  men  as  well  as  to  pecting  any  such  thing  in  connection  with  any 
ministers,  and  there  are  no  doubt  many  cases  j  other  service  for  a  family,  except  only  marrying, 
where  it  would  be  wrong  for  a  minister  to  desire  '  we  venture  to  say,  is  unheard  of.  It  ought  not  to 
the  services  of  a  medical  practitioner  in  bis  family  |  be  the  case  with  families  of  respectability  that  they 
without  recompense.  We  have  never  known  of  a  '  thus  take  up  the  time  of  ministers,  especially  of 
minister  being  unwilling  to  pay  any  charge  of  the  !  other  congregations,  without  any  compensation, 
kind,  but  have  known  of  many  instances  in  which  I  But  thoy  do.  And  we  rather  think  that  if,^he 
they  have  desired  to  remunerate  a  medical  atten-  j  clergy  of  this  city  were  to  meet  and  gravely  pass  a 
dant,  but  could  not  persuade  him  to  accept  of  resolution  that  they  would  not  attend  any  more 
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such  cases  out  of  their  own  parishes  without  pay, 
and  publish  it,  there  would  be  some  feeling  in  the 
community  that  it  wa*.  not  quite  worthy  the  char- 

acter of  a  liberal  profession. 

"But  it  is  charged  that  the  clergy,  as  a  class, 
often  recommend  various  quack  medicines,  and 
thus  interfere  with  the  physicians.  Indeed  it 
was,  we  believe,  ostensibly  on  this  ground  that  the 
resolution  was  adopted.  But  what  illiberality  is 
this  I  May  not  ministers  form  and  express  an 
opinion  as  to  any  medicine  they  have  tried  and 
found  beneficial  ?  They  do  not  defame  any  class 
or  individuals.  Suppose  that  they  were  to  resolve 
that  all  heretics  and  skeptics,  and  all  who  sanc- 

tioned heretical  preachers  by  attending  their 
churches,  were  great  pests,  directly  subversive  of 
their  calling,  and  therefore  that  no  man  of  any 
such  sentiments,  and  especially  no  such  doctor  or 
his  family,  should  be  visited  when  sick,  or  buried 
when  dead,  without  a  proportionably  heavy  fee. 
Physicians  have  a  regulation  among  themselves 
that  they  will  not  conceal  or  patent  any  discovery, 
medicine  or  mechanical  invention  for  medical  pur- 
poses,  or  professionally  fraternize  with  those  who 
do,  because  these  medical  men  may  make  such 
rules  for  themselves,  though  designed  to  cast  a  slur 
on  others  whom  they  term  quacks,  and  although 
it  is  a  liberal  profession,  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  more  inventions  would  not  be  made  were 
the  interest  of  each  man  in  his  own  discovery  or 
invention  press erved.  But  medical  men  should 
hardly  attempt  to  impose  this  rule  upon  others 
who,  without  profit,  certify  what  they  consider 
facts." 

break  down  the  American  Medical  Association, 
has  turned  its  attention  to  hunting  up  scraps  of 
news  for  the  edification  of  its  readers.  If  it  suc- 

ceeds as  well  in  all  its  statements  as  it  has  done 

in  a  small  item  about  the  Reportek,  its  "relia- 
bility" will  not  be  worth  mentioning. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Levis,  formerly  connected  with  this 
journal,  has  not  entered  the  army  as  a  Surgeon  of 

j  volunteers,  or  thought  of  doing  so.  He  has  as 
:  much  as  he  can  do  to  attend  to  a  large  private 

j  practice,  and  to  his  duties  as  Surgeon  in  charge 
1  of  one  of  the  military  hospitals  of  this  city,  and 
I  Visiting  Surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital, 

j  Dr.  0.  C.  GriBBS  has  not  discontinued  his  commu- 
j  nications  to  the  Reporter,  except  temporarily,  in 
I  consequence  of  having  entered  the  army  as  a  Sur- 

geon of  volunteers. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Yellow  Fever  on  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Alabama. 

The  U.  S.  Gunboat  Alabama  has,  for  some  time, 
been  at  the  quarantine  station.  New  York,  with 
yellow-fever  on  board.  Sixteen  fatal  cases  have 
occurred.  She  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  worst 
infected  ships  that  ever  came  to  the  port  of  New 
York.  It  is  proposed  to  send  her  on  a  northern 
voyage  to  meet  early  frosts.  If,  when  she  first 

arrived  at  port,  she  could  have  been  started  ofi"  to 
the  North  Atlantic  until  she  encountered  ice-bergs 
or  reached  a  cold  region,  she  might  have  been  dis- 

infected before  so  many  lives  were  lost.  In  the 
case  of  infected  steam  vessels  at  least,  we  should 
think  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan  might  prove  a 
very  good  and  economical  one,  as  regards  both  life 
and  property. 

Field  and  Hospital  Stretcher. 
Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton  has  just  perfected  an 

admirable  invention  of  a  field  and  hospital  stretcher, 
which  is  at  the  same  time  as  comfortable  a  bed  as 

any  man,  sick  or  well,  could  desire.  It  is  the  sur- 
geon's and  nurse's  long-sought  desideratum,  and  is 

as  well  adapted  for  use  in  private  families  as  in  the 
army.  The  chief  merits  of  it  are  compactness  and 
facility  for  moving  or  changing  the  position  of  the 
patient  without  touching  his  body  or  lifting  him  by 
the  limbs,  a  process  that  is  dangerous  and  often 
impossible  with  wounded  men  on  the  usual  plans 
of  support.  It  will  be  a  positive  preventive  of 
the  terrible  bed  sores  from  which  the  soldier 
often  suffers  more  than  from  broken  limbs.  Two 

or  three  hundred  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  stretchers  can 
be  carried  in  a  single  wagon,  and  it  does  not  take 
three  minutes  to  put  them  in  trim.  The  greatest 
advantage  will  be  gained  by  them  in  removing  the 
wounded  from  a  field.  The  canvass  can  be  drawn 
under  a  body  in  strips  so  gently  as  not  to  provoke 
or  increase  the  bleeding  of  wounds,  and  being  but- 

toned to  the  side-pieces  and  stretched  by  a  simple 

screw,  the  bed  can  be  carried  ofi",  or  supported  on 
stones,  as  comfortably  to  the  patient  as  on  a  regu- 

lar four-poster.  The  model  will  be  presented  to  the 
Surgeon-General  in  a  few  days. 

"Reliable"  News. 
A  certain  medical  journal  at  the  West,  of  small 

circulation  and  waning  influence,  having  failed  to 

Bcird  of  Naval  Surgeons. 

A  Board  of  Naval  Surgeons,  for  the  examination 
of  assistant  surgeons,  for  promotion,  as  well  as 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  medical  corps  of 
the  Navy,  will  be  convened  at  the  Naval  Asylum 
at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  of  September  next. 

Surgeon  James  M.  Green,  President  of  the  Board, 
Surgeon  A.  A.  Henderson,  member,  and  Surgeon 
B.  Vreeland,  member  and  Recorder  of  the  Board. 

The  Medical  Department. 
It  is  stated  that  a  Special  Commission  is  engaged 

in  examining  into  alleged  maladministration  in  the 
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has  connection  -witli  the  administration  of  the  late 
Medical  Inspector-Greneral,  Dr.  Perlet. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  Income  Tax  to  be  Paid  by  Physicians. 
The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of 

the  Medical  Association  of  the  District  of  Colmnbia 
have  obtained  the  information  with  regard  to  the 
Income  Tax,  embodied  in  the  folio  whxg  letter  : 

{Official.) 
Treasury  Department.  ^ 

Office  of  Inter>-al  Revejjue,  > 
Washington.  Ju?ie  11,  1863.  ) 

Gentlemen  :— Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been 
received,  and  contents  noted.  It  is  asked  whether 
an  assessment  for  Income  Tax  is  to  be  made  upon 
collections  during  the  year-  1863,  for  professional 
services  rendered  during  that  year  and  previous 
years,  and  -whether  an  estimate  of  unrealized,  or contingent  income  due  for  services  rendered  in  that 
year,  ought  to  be  included  ?  I  answer,  that  the 
assessment  should  be  made  upon  all  collections  dur- 

ing the  year  1S62,  without  regard  to  whether  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered  durins:  that  or  previous  vears. 

If  any  profits  made  during  that  year  and  uncollected, 
remain  uncollected  when  they  might  have  been 
readily  realized,  and  with  a  view  merely  to  avoid  the 
assessment  of  the  tax,  they  are  to  be  considered  as 
collected,  and  assessed  accordingly ;  for  no  evasion 
of  the  liability  of  the  tax-payer  of  his  duty  under 
the  law,  should  be  allowed  to  profit  him.  But 
merely  contingent  profits,  uncollected,  the  sum  not 
ascertained,  remaining  open  for  adjustment,  are  not liable  to  assessment. 

2d.  As  to  "  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  car- 
rying on  any  trade,  business,  or  profession,"  physi- 
cians cannot  be  allowed  the  wear  and  tear  of  horses, 

carriages  and  harness,  any  more  than  they  can  of 
their  own  constitutions,  or  of  their  health,'necessa- rily  injured  in  the  practice  of  their  vocation ;  but 
any  incidental  expenses,  such  as  the  feeding  of 
horses,  hire  of  servants,  and  such  like,  are  to  be 
deducted  from  their  income. 

Very  respectfully, 
Joseph  J.  Lewis, 

Commissioner. 
H.  Ltnbsly,  M.  D.,  C.  H.  Liebermann,  M.  D.,  W.  P. 
Johnston,  M.  D..  Committee. 

Woihingtoj},  L.  C. 

Revenue  Decision— Physicians'  Expenses. 
The  following  decision  has  just  been  made  by  the 

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  : 

"Washington,  Aug.  15,  186.3. 
"  Sir  :  In  reply  fo  yours  of  tlie  IHth  in'st.,  enclosing communir-ation  from  Dr.  ,  I  have  to  say  that  the 

amount  expended  hy  a  physician  for  the  keeping  of 
a  horse  used  exclusively  in  the  business  of  his  pro- 

fession, is  a  legitimate  deduction  from  income. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"Ei>WAUi)  McPheuson, ''''  Jjcjmty  Commu<sioner. 
"  G.  P.  Pt  tnam,  Esf|.,  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue^ 

No.  937  Broadway." 
Appointment. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Wabk,  of  Newark,  N.^J.,  has  received  an appointment  as  Ab.sl«tant  Surgeon  in  the  United 
States  Army,  and  been  ordered  to  report  to  Hilton 
Head,  8.  C,  for  duty. 

Appointments  by  the  Provost-Marshal- General. 
Kentucky,  Ninth  District. — Dr.  Joshua  Barnes  v. 

BuFORD,  declined. 
California,  Southern  BUitrict. — Dr.  L.  C.  Lane,  San 

Francisco.  Mcldle  District. — Dr.  A.  B.  Nixon,  Sac- 
ramento. Xortliern  District. — Dr.  Lorenzo  Hub- 

bard, ]\fayville. 
Tlli)iois. — Dr.  John  White  v.  Prince,  resigned. 
New  York. — Dr.  Geo.  N.  Richardson  ^.'^Okdro- NEAUX,  resigned. 

!  Pennsijlvania . — Dr.  A.  Parchment  v.  Kuhn,  '  re- 
i  signed. i 
i  Calomel  and  Tartar  Emetic. 

Pacts  accumulate  daily  to  show  that  calomel  and 
tartar  emetic  have  not  been  abused  to  the  extent  as 
stated  in  Circular  No.  6.    A  surgeon  who  acted  as 

I  Medical  Director  in  the  campaign  in  Missouri,  at 
j  Island  No.  10,  before  Corinth,  assured  us  that  he 
'  did  not  see  any  cases  of  mercurial  gangrene,  and  but very  few  cases  of  ptyalism,  the  most  of  which  were 
intentionally  produced  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis. 
Another  surgeon,  now  a  Medical  Director  of  a  large 
department,  and  who  has  served  in  the  same  capa- 

I  city  in  the  South,  and  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
,  gives  us  the  same  assurance.    At  the  meeting  of  the 
Ohio  State  Society,  several  surgeons  on  sick  leave 

,  stated  that  they  had  not  seen  the  "innumerable" cases  of  ptyalism.    The  inconsistency  of  the  Order 
is  glaring.    The  Surgeon-General  cuts  out  calomel 
from  the  supply  table  and  leaves  pill,  massa  hydrarg., 
corrosive  sublimate,  and  the  iodides.    Again,  we 
must  iterate  a  fair  inference  from  reading  the  Order, 
that  the  Surgeon-General  issued  it  to  gratify  the charlatans  and  enthusiasts  who  have  been  about  him. 
Why  did  he  use  the  ordinary  synonym,  calomel,  if 
he  did  not  intend  to  gratify  a  popular  prejudice  fos- 

tered by  various  quacks  ?    Why  did  he  not  use  a 
I  chemical  name  proper  in  designating  the  remedy  ? 
!  His  Order  would  have  been  as  readily  jj^uderstood  by 
:  the  military  surgeons.    It  looks  as  if  he  intended  to 
'  give  his  profession  a  blow.    It  looks  as  if  he  intended 
to  place  the  seal  of  his  high  ofilce  on  the  slanders  of 
the  correspondents  of  two-penny  papers,  and  the  lies 
of  a  set  of  men  improperly  called  sanitary  inspec- 

tors, which  have  been  uttered  time  and  again  against 
the  military  surgeons.    Whatever  his  intentions  may 
have  been,'he  has  committed  an  uncalled  for,  and  an I  unjust  injury  to  his  profession.    He  has  placed  his 

j  brethren  in  a  position  where  every  little  traveling 
I  quack,  and  every  so-called  respectable  charlatan  may 
\  point  his  finger  at  in  triumph.    If  it  could  be  estab- 

lished that  the  two  remedies  had  been  abused,  there 
might  be  some  justification  of  the  Order.    But  we 

I  have  yet  to  hear  one  surgeon  state  that  he  has  seen 
i  the  abuses. —  Cincinn  iti  Lancet  and  Observer. 

I    Dr.  J.  R.  Black,  Medical  Director  of  Gen.  Gil- 
I  BERT'S  command,  writing  from  Triune,  Tennessee, 
i  says : 
I     "  The  recent  order  of  the  Surgeon-General  in  ref- 

erence to  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  has  created  con- 
siderable feeling,  and  indeed  I  must  confess  that 

there  is  ground  for  it.    We  are  not  by  the  terms  of 
the  order  considered  trustworthy,  must  not  be  trusted 
Avith  edge  tools  for  fear  we  hurt  some  one.    It  is 

'  difficult  to  think  why  the  abusers  of  the  remedy  were I  not  dismissed,  instead  of  the  remedy  itself,  for  from 
j  the  reports  he  receives  he  mtist  know  who  they  are. 
I  I  have  been  receiving  reports  from  .-ix  regiments  for 
j  some  time,  have  visited  their  hospitals  weekly,  and 
I  had  frecjuent  opportunities  to  ol)scrve  cases  in  gene- 
j  ral  liospitals,  but  I  must  say  that  I  have  the  first 
I  case  of  the  abuse  of  (ialomel  to  observe.    I  have 
never  seen  a  case  of  ptyalihm  in  the  army,  and  only 
three  of  slight  mereurialization  as  manifested  by 
tenderness  of  the  gums  and  fetid  breath.    As  for 

1  mercurial  gangrene,  I  have  not  seen  a  single  case, 
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and  hare  yet  to  see  the  surgeon  wlio  has  seen  it  in 
the  army.  As  for  tartar  emetic,  it  is  seldom  used  by 
army  sur.^eons.  But  wliy  not  exclude  blue  mass, 
hydrarg.  cum  creta,  iodide  mercury,  etc.  The  whole 
thing  looks  mystical,  but  seems  to  indicate  a  very 
large  tub  to  a  very  small  whale.  And  yet  there  are 
signs  that  point  to  the  true  solution.  At  the  Medi- cal Purvevor's,  on  the  shelves  of  army  surgeons, 
you  will  see  quite  a  free  sprinkling  of  Bennett's 
Practice.  In  fact,  he  s^eems  to  be  the  favorite  author with  the  powers  that  be. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Rebel  Prisoners  at Fort  Delaware. 

It  having  been  charged  that  the  rebel  prisoners  at 
Fort  Delaware  are  badly  provided  for,  and  that  con- 

sequently their  sanitary  condition  is  below  par,  the 
following  statements  have  been  published,  taken  from the  oliicial  records  of  the  post. 
Number  of  prisoners  on  hand  July  1st,  1863,  3,576  ; 

number  of  prisoners  received  during  July  and  August, 
9,191 ;  total,  12,767.  Number  of  deaths  during  the 
same  time  (liity-one  days),  182,  making  an  average 
of  about  three  and  a  half  per  diem,  or  one  and  a 
half  per  centum  of  total  number  received.  I  also 
submit  a  statement  made  by  their  own  surgeons, 
whose  evidence  alone  should  be  conclusive  and  en- 

tirely satisfactory. 
Fort  Delaware,  A^(g.  19,  1863. 

Having  been  prisoners  at  this  fort  nearly  one 
month,  and  being  in  attendance  upon  the  sick  Con- federate prisoners  every  morning,  thereby  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  situation,  we,  the  undersigned,  Sur- 

geons of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  would  re- 
spectfully ask  to  make  the  following  statement  in 

regard  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners  at  this  place  :— On  careful  esamination  of  official  lists  of  deaths, 
we  find  from  July  1,  1863,  to  August  19,  1863,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  deaths,  making  an  average  of 
less  than  four  per  day,  which,  taking  into  considera- 

tion the  large  amount  of  prisoners  confined  here, 
there  being  nearly  ten  thousand,  is  exceedingly  small. 

In  justice  to  the  officer  commanding  this  post,  we 
would  beg  leave  to  state  that  everything  in  his  power 
to  add  to  the  comfort  of  these  prisoners  is  being 
done.  The  sif  k  are  cared  for  as  well  as  possible,  and 
new  hospitals  built  for  the  accommodation  of  more. 
They  are  not  compelled  to  drink  water  from  the 
ditches,  as  is  reported,  but  water  sufficient  to  supply 
the  island  is  brought  here  by  boats  twice  daily  from 
a  distance,  besides  the  supply  of  rain  Avater  con- 

stantly on  hand.  The  barracks  are  being  kept  as 
comfortable  as  can  be  expected  under  the  circum- stances. 

^  Signed)  R.  R.  Good,  Surgeon  and  Medical  Direc- 
tor Morgan's  Cavalry. 

(Signed)  E.  Holt  Jones,  Medical  Inspector  Mor- 
gan's Cavalry. 

(Signed)  Thomas  H.  Foster,  Surgeon  Morgan's Cavalry. 
^ Signed)  W.  W.  Cleaver,  Surgeon  Morgan's  Cav- alry. 

A  Quack  Curing  Rheumatism. 

A  foreign  paper  just  received  tells  the  following 
doubtless  true  tale  :  "A  melancholy  case  of  empiri- 

cism was  last  week  brought  before  one  of  the  cor- 
rectional tribunals  of  the  West  of  France.  The 

accused  is  an  herb-doctor  who  was  then  charged 
with  having  a  short  time  previously  literally  baked  a 
woman  alive  in  order  to  cure  an  attack  of  rheuma- 

tism from  which  she  had  long  suffered.  The  cm-e 
for  this  disorder,  practiced  by  the  Sieur  Lenoble 
*  with  success  upon  his  own  father,'  was  to  put  his 
patients,  lying  in  a  bed  of  reeds  freshly  plucked 
from  a  river,  in  a  baker's  oven  till  their  couch  should 
be  reduced  to  powder  with  the  heat.    The  husband 

of  the  woman  whom  Lenoble  last  cooked,  deposed 
to  her  having,  when  shut  up  an  hour  within  the  oven, 
complained  that  her  side  was  being  burned.  The 
quack  ascended  into  the  cJiambre  ardente  and  applied 
some  leaves  to  the  burn.  He  had  hardly  descended 
when  the  patient  complained  of  another  burn.  The 
same  remedy  was  no  sooner  applied  to  it  than  the 
woman,  Carre,  said  that  her  physician  'must  re- main with  her  in  the  stove  till  the  rheumatism  would 

baked  out  of  her.'  She  then  cried  out  that  she 
felt  herself  ill  from  head  to  foot,  on  which  Lenoble 
assured  her  that  it  was  nothing,  for  if  she  wanted  to 
be  cured  she  must  endure  all  the  suffering  it  was 
possible  to  inflict  on  her.  After  a  long  interval  of 
silence,  which  struck  the  quack  as  being  very  strange, 
'  seeing  that  the  woman  chatted  to  him  during  the 
application  of  the  cure,'  he  resolved  to  draw  her  out of  the  oven.  She  was  then  senseless.  Vinegar  and 
reed  roots  were  applied,  but  without  effect,  and  next 
morning  the  unhappy  woman  died  without  having  in 
the  meantime  shown  any  sign  of  consciousness. 
The  utmost  penalty  of  the  law  was  not  inflicted  on 
Lenoble,  he  being  condemned  only  to  pay  a  tine  of 
fifty  francs  and  to  six  months'  imprisonment." 

Lithotomy  in  Russia. 
Dr.  Ebermann  stated,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 

St.  Petersburgh  Medical  Society,  that,  according  to 
the  reports  of  the  Russian  civil  hospitals  for  1856-9, 
there  has  been  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  of 
lithotomy,  of  which  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
terminated  in  good  recovery,  and  thirty-seven  in 
death.  During  the  same  period  there  had  been  only 
five  cases  of  lithotrity,  all  of  which  were  successful. 
This  marked  disproportion  of  the  cases  in  which 
lithotomy  and  lithotrity  were  employed  is  striking, 
and  suggests  the  question  whether  lithotrity  might 
not  have  been  advantageously  resorted  to  in  some  of 
the  cases  in  which  the  more  formidable  and  danger- 

ous operation  was  employed. — Lancet. 

Du  Chaillu's  Collection. 
The  museum  of  this  indefatigable  explorer  has 

just  been  disposed  of  by  auction,  and  one  of  the 
most  valuable  lots  (93),  described  as  a  magnificent 
series  of  gorillas,  male,  female,  and  young,  in  fine 
condition — having  been  beautifully  prepared  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  eminent  taxidermist — was  knocked  down 
to  Dr.  Edward  Crisp,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  for  the  large  but 
it  is  stated  inadequate  sum  of  £110.  Mr.  Flower, 
the  Conservator  of  the  Hunterian  Museum,  and  Pro- 
j  fessor  Clark,  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  made 
I  judicious  purchases  for  their  respective  museums. 
The  University  of  Oxford  also  purchased  several 
specimens. — Lancet. 
Weight  of  Visc3ra  on  ths  Right  and  Left  Sides. 

Dr.  John  Struthers,  in  a  very  able  paper  in  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  has  stated  that  the  weight 
of  the  viscera  on  the  right  side  of  an  adult  of  average 
size  is  twenty-two  ounces  and  three-quarters  heavier 
than  on  the  left ;  and  as  this  is  reduced  by  about 
seven  and  a  quarter  ounces  by  the  contents  of  the 
stomach,  there  is  a  clear  preponderance  of  fifteen 
ounces  in  favor  of  the  right  side  ;  the  centre  of  gra- 

vity of  the  body  is  therefore  on  the  right  side  of  the 
middle  line. — Lancet. 

A  Congress 
of  German  naturalists  and  physicians  is  to  be  held 
this  year  at  Stettin,  for  the  discussion  of  medical 
and  scientific  subjects.  The  proceedings  commence 
on  the  18th  of  September,  under  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  Dohne  and  Dr.  Behm. 
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[Vol.  X. Cesspools  and  Typhoid  Fever. 
The  London  Builder,  an  excellent  authority  in 

isanitary  matters,  says  that  the  local  commissioners  ] 
of  Galashiels,  Scotland,  have  consulted  Dr.  Bkis- 
nANE  as  to  the  connection  of  town  cesspools  with 
fever,  and  the  couseciuent  desirability  of  getting  rid 
of  tlie  cesspools.  Tlie  report  of  the  doctor  says,  j 
that  for  some  years  past  the  facts  as  to  typhoid  fever  1 
prove  the  connection  of  such  fevers  with  cesspooW.  I 
He  further  says,  "  That  outbreaks  of  typhoid,  ente-  | ric,  or  gastric  fever,  are  essentially  connected  with  | 
defective  drainage,  is  now  an  almost  universally 
acknowledged  fact.  Whether  the  fever  poison  is 
o-enerated  de  iioco  by  decomposing  sewage,  or  merely 
fostered  thereby,  may  admit  of  some  doubt;  but  no 
doubt  whatever  exists  as  to  the  intimate  relation  be- 

tween outbreaks  of  gastric  fever  and  the  emanations 
from  sewage  or  other  putrescent  substances.  The continued  fevers  met  with  have  been  divided  into 
lour  classes  by  Dr.  Murchison  :  1,  Febricula,  due 
to  errors  in  diet,  heat,  fatigue,  &c.  ;  2,  Relapsing 
fever,  due  to  famine ;  3,  Typhus  fever,  due  to  over- 

crowding and  destitution  ;  4,  Typhoid  fever,  or  gas- 
tric fever,  due  to  causes  above  stated.  It  is  notori- 
ous that  relapsing  fever  is  never  met  with  in  Gala- 

shiels, and  typhus  rarely,  the  species  of  fever  almost 
always  met  Avith  being  febricula  or  gastric.  Again, 
it  is  sufficiently  established  that  the  latter  fever  gen- 

erally prevails"^  most  in  autumn,  particularly  during dry,  warm  seasons  ;  the  high  temperature  favoring 
decomposition,  while  the  defect  of  water  prevents 
the  efficient  removal  of  the  putrid  substances  thus 
generated.  The  causes  of  any  disease  being  known, 
and  these  being  remediable,  it  behooves  sanitary 
authorities  to  direct  every  legitimate  and  available 
means  towards  the  eradication  of  these."  Dr.  Bris- 

bane also  states  that  he  believes  the  above  cause  is 
an  equally  fertile  source  of  other  and  more  formida- 

ble diseases,  such  as  diphtheria,  cholera,  &c.  The 
quality  of  the  water  has  also  much  to  do  with  the 
health  of  the  community. — Scientific  American. 

Frightful  Loss  of  Life  at  Manilla. 
The  London  papers  state  that  by  the  earthquake  at 

Manilla  on  the  3d  of  June,  the  town  was  destroyed 
and  ten  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

METEOBOLOGY. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORBESPOJNTDEIsrTS. 
JB®*  Gorres'ponrlents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- quest to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to 

us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary for  us  al  ways  to  know  the  Town,  County  and.  State 

from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 
Dr.  J.  K.  II ,  Pa.,  and.  others. — The  price  of  "  Dentition  and 

its  Derangements,"  by  Jaoobi,  is  $1.  We  will  forward  the book  on  reception  of  the  price. 
Dr.  H.  0.,  Ohio. — We  can  forward  you  a  Hypodermic  injec- tion apparatus  for  $j.  We  would  not,  however,  recommend 

the  method  you  propose  for  treating  varicose  veins.  It  is  not safe.  A  better  mode  of  treatment  is  to  cause  issues  in  the 
course  of  the  veins  by  the  use  of  Vienna  paste. 

MABRIED. 

Adair— Kelpy.— July  24th,  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Taylor,  J.  T. 
Adair,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Cynthia  Kelpy,  all  of  Mt.  Jackson,  Pa. 
Savage — iiTE>t.\iEL. — In  Philadelphia,  July  16th,  by  Rev.  L. 

H.  Christian,  D.  D  ,  Win.  E.  Savage,  M.  D.,*and  Miss  Marion Stemmel. 
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DIED. 
Burden. — In  this  city,  on  the  16th  inst.,  Ellen  Josephine, wiie  of  A.  M.  Burden,  M.  D. 
Wainwright.— At  New  Orleans,  on  board  U.  S.  Ship  Black- 

Hawk,  Aug.  5th,  of  typhoid  fever,  after  an  illness  often  days, 
Dr.  D.  W.  Wainwright,  Sui-geon  U.  S.  A. 
Wick. — In  Putneyville,  Armstrong  county.  Pa.,  on  Friday 

evening,  the  24th  of  July,  after  a  severe  illness  of  two  weeks, 
Emily  Judson,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  H.  and  Mary  Wick, 
aged  11  years  and  16  days. 

Germantown,  Pa. B.  J.  Leedom. 
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TO  COBBESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors, 

we  will  state  that  manuscript  intended  for  pub- 
lication MUST  BE  written  ON  BUT  ONE  SIDE  of  the 

sheet.  If  greater  care  was  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be  saved  to  printers, 
and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 

BACK  NUMBEBS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting 

Nos.  304,  305,  308,  309,  and  310,  which  are  still  due, 
and  will  be  sent)  will  please  remember  and  send 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  for  postage,  as  many  of 
the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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Communications, 

PLASTER  SPLINTS 
In  the  Treatment  of  Fractures  of  the  Hand, 

Fore-arm,  and  other  parts. 
By  J.  E.  Garretson,  M.  D., 

Of  Philadelphia. 

[Several  montlis  ago  -n-e  called  attention,  as  our  readers 
will  remember,  to  a  mode  of  treatinjj  certain  fractures  by 
means  of  plaster  of  Paris  splints,  as  introduced  into  the  Phila- 

delphia School  of  Anatomy,  and  Operating  Surgery,  by  Dr. 
James  E.  Garretson,  of  that  institution.  The  great  -worth  of 
these  dressings,  and  the  marked  progress  they  are  making  in 
professional  favor,  seems  to  demand  at  our  hands  as  public 
journalists,  further  and  more  exact  notice.  Particularly 
•would  we  direct  attention  to  Dr.  Garretson's  method  of  treat- 

ing a  Barton's  or  Colles'  fracture  ;  nothing  more  fully  meet- ing the  indications  can,  it  seems  to  us,  be  devised.  These 
dressings  are  as  cheap  as  they  are  simple;  we  have  three 
different  splints  in  the  reading-room  of  our  office  for  exam- 

ination, and  the  cost  of  the  lot  has  certainly  not  exceeded  a 
shilling. 

For  the  instruction  of  those  who  desire  to  make  and  use  the 
dressings,  we  append  an  exact  description,  kindly  furnished 
ns  by  Dr.  Garretson.  The  drawings  we  have  had  made  that 
the  reader  may  see  what  they  look  like.— Ed.  Med.  &  Surg. 
Hep.] 

Fig.  1. 

No  1  is  a  palmetto,  adapted  to  fractures  of  the 
phalangeal,  metacarpal  or  carpal  hones.  To  make 
this  splint — take  a  piece  of  thin  board — the  side|of  a 
common  segar-box  answers  the  purpose  admirably 
— lay  the  hand  upon  this  board  and  mark  out 
roughly  its  outline,  and  with  your  pocket  knife  cut 
this  out.  Next  cut  one  or  more  holes  through  it  at 
the  part  representing  the  hand.  (These  holes  are 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  plaster  firmly  to  the 

splint. )  'Nqpw  mix  up  a  cupful  or  more  of  common plaster  of  Paris  with  water  to  about  the  consist- 
ence of  thick  paste,  pour  this  upon  the  palm  of 

the  splint,  lay  the  hand  upon  this  mass  in  such 
position  as  may  seem  demanded  by  the  peculiari- 

ties of  any  special  case,  or  if  making  the  ordinary 
palmette,  in  a  state  between  flexion  and  exten- 

sion. Keep  at  rest  till  the  plaster  sets,  then  trim 
up.  The  finger  marks  can  be  made  to  suit  any 
hand  simply  by  carrying  out  the  tips. 

This  palmette  I  have  found  to  answer  a  very 
satisfactory  purpose  in  treating  injuries  of  the 
dorsum  of  the  hand;  divisions,  for  example,  of 
the  extensor  tendons,  modified  so  as  to  throw  the 
whole  hand  obliquely  upward,  and  which  is  sim- 

ply effected  by  piling  the  plaster  paste  high  up  on 
the  phalangeal  portion  of  the  splint.  Modifications 
on  the  same  principle  can,  of  course,  be  made  to 
suit  many  injuries  of  the  part  where  rest  and  posi- 

tion are  among  the  indications. 
Fig.  2. 

No.  2  is  a  dressing  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
employing  for  the  past  two  years  in  the  treatment 
of  all  fractures  about  the  wrist. 

To  make  this  splint,  cut  out  the  palmette  as 
directed,  then  make  it  into  a  half  palmette  by  cut- 

ting it  obliquely  across  on  a  line  representing  the 
metacarpo-phalangeal  articulation.  It  will  now 
represent  nearly  the  ordinary  Bond  splint  without 
the  block.  (A  Bond  splint,  by  the  way,  will 

answer  very*  well.;  La^  this  splint  upon  the table  and  tack  around  it  a  strip  of  pasteboard,  say 
one  and  a  half  inches  in  width ;  this  need  not  be 
tacked  to  the  splint,  but  merely  rested  against  it 
by  bracing  it  with  tacks  driven  into  the  table ;  the 
pasteboard  should  extend  from  a  point  about  three 
or  four  inches  above  where  the  wrist  is  to  lie  down 
around  the  board  to  the  same  point  on  the  opposite 
side.  Its  office  is  merely  to  keep  the  plaster  on 
the  board  when  the  arm  and  hand  is  laid  upon  it. 
Now  mix  up,  as  before,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
plaster — it  will  take  perhaps  three  ordinary  tea- 
cupfuls, — pour  this  upon  the  splint,  and  having 
oiled  the  arm,  bring  the  hand  into  extreme  ab- 

it  somewhat  on  the  fore- 
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[Vol.  X. arm,  lay  it  into  the  mass ;  the  plaster  being  sup- 
ported hy  the  rim  of  pasteboard  will,  of  course, 

fill  up  around  the  wrist ;  now  keep  at  perfect  rest 
until  the  material  hardens.  When  the  parts  are 
lifted  from  tlie  plaster-bed  a  perfect  impression 
will  be  found  to  have  been  obtained.  The  finish- 

ing step  is  to  dress  ofi"  all  surplus  plaster,  so  as  to 
lighten  as  much  as  possible.  This  operation  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  accomplishing  in  great  part  before 
the  plaster  entirely  hardens  ;  in  its  plastic  state  it 
is,  of  course,  cut  without  trouble. 

This  splint  is,  like  the  first,  to  be  made  in  pairs, 
unless  the  practitioner  should  choose,  like  myself, 
to  prepare  them  for  each  special  case.  Before 
attempting  this  latter,  however,  I  think,  judging 
from  my  own  experience,  it  would  be  better  to 
practice  a  little  in  moulding  them  to  our  own  arm, 
or  to  some  uninjured  arm,  for  while  they  are  simple 
enough  to  make,  yet,  like  every  thing  else,  they 
are  made  the  better  and  easier  for  a  little  practice. 
I  infer,  however,  from  what  experience  I  have  had 
with  the  dressing,  that  by  keeping  on  hand,  say 
three  sets,  of  diflferent  sizes,  the  indications  of 
almost  any  case  can  be  met,  for  if  the  smallest 
splint  should  a  little  too  large,  a  trifle  of  cotton 
will  correct  the  fault,  and  if  the  largest  should  be 
too  small,  it  can  in  a  very  few  moments  be  made 
larger. 

The  advantage  of  this  mode  of  dressing  frac- 
tures about  the  wrist  seems  to  me  to  be,  that  it 

presents  the  possibility  of  latteral  motion,  that  it 
gives  to  surgeon  and  patient  the  assurance  of  per- 

fect coaptation  and  right  position  of  parts  so  long 
as  the  arm  is  in  the  splint,  thus  making  the 
patient  a  fair  judge  of  his  own  condition,  and 
doing  away  with  the  necessity  for  frequent  dress- 

ing. Again,  it  certainly  secures  perfect  rest,  thus 
affording  the  best  chance  for  speedy  and  uninter- 

rupted union. 
In  moulding  a  dressing  to  a  broken  arm,  I  pro- 

ceed as  follows :  First,  I  set  the  fracture  and  give 
it  to  an  assistant  to  hold ;  then  I  rim  my  half  pal- 

metto with  the  pasteboard  as  described,  next  the 
plaster  is  mixed  and  laid  upon  the  bt)ard.  Some- 

times, as  it  happens  to  be  convenient,  a  little 
block,  imitating  the  Bond  splint  being  first  laid 
upon  the  board,  for  the  jmrpose  of  preventing  tlie 
liand  sinking  too  deeply  into  the  mould ;  sometimes, 
again,  I  have  found  it  answer  a  good  purpose  to 
lay  a  compress  upon  the  wrist  part  of  the  splint, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  support  to  the  lower 
fragment,  but  this  latter  only,  when  there  is 
marked  tendency  to  antero-posterior  disj)lacement. 
Proceeding  thus,  as  the  case  seems  to  demand,  I 
take  the  limb  from  the  assistant  and  lay  it  gently 
upon  the  plaster  mass,  quietly,  and  kindly  press- 

ing it  down  to  a  depth  that  shall  bring  the  plaster 
uj)  around  the  sides  of  the  hand  and  wrist,  as  indi- 

cated in  the  model.  Perfect  rest  is  now  maintained 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  allow  the  mould  to 
harden,  the  excess  of  plaster  being  trimmed  away 
while  this  process  is  going  on.  This  excess  of 
plkster  is  reached  at  by  simply  taking  out  from  the 
table  the  tacks  which  support  the  rim,  and  pulling 
the  pasteboard  away. 

In  preparing  this  splint  for  special  cases,  it 
requires  of  course  that  the  mould  be  taken  either 
before  or  after  the  inflammatory  stage.  If  it  is 
taken  before  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  remove 
the  arm  to  a  larger  splint  when  swelling  comes  on  ; 
but  the  moment  this  swelling  has  been  reduced 
the  parts  are  to  ̂ te  put  back  into  the  original dressing. 

With  this  splint  I  have  secured  fair  union  in 
Barton's  fracture  in  two  weeks.  And  I  have 
treated  cases  where,  from  the  complete  quiet  I 
have  been  able  to  secure  to  the  parts,  I  have  not 
had  occasion  to  remove  the  arm  from  the  splint 
from  the  occasion  of  first  moulding  it,  until  com- 

pelled by  the  necessity  for  passive  motion  of  the 
implicated  joint;  in  other  words,  the  inflammatory 
action  has  been  so  slight — the  result  in  part,  as  I 
believe,  of  the  profound  quiet  secured  to  the  part — 
that  the  little  swelling  has  been  easily  enough 
combatted  without  at  all  interfering  with  the 
dressing.  At  times,  however,  I  have  found  my- 

self compelled  to  ease  the  patient  by  cutting  away 
more  or  less  of  the  sides  of  the  splint,  but  this  is, 
of  course,  easy  enough  done  without  disturbing 
the  dressing  in  any  important  particular. 
No  dorsal  splint  is  required  with  this  dressing, 

and  very  seldom  any  compress. 

Fig.  3— a. 

a  is  a  palmetto  ;     a  plaster  mould ;  c,  a  compress. 
Take  a  palmetto  as  represented  by  c/,  or  the 

the  plaster  palmette  of  dressing  No.  1  answers 
quite  as  well,  although  because  of  its  greater  light- 

ness I  i>refer  the  former,  being  made  all  of  light 
wood.  Set  the  fracture,  and  lay  the  arm  upon  the 
palmette,  dressing  between  pronation  and  supi- 

nation. Take  now  a  piece  of  coarse  crash,  and 
cutting  it  so  as  to  fit  the  dorsum  of  the  fore-arm, 
saturate  with  x^l'i«ter- cream,  made  by  thinning 
down  the  plaster  with  water;  now,  while  all  wet, 
lay  it  quietly  around  the  arm,  and  throw  a  loose 
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bandage  about  the  whole  ;  keep  the  arm  perfectly  at 
rest  until  the  plaster  sets,  then  remove  the  rollers. 
The  plaster  saturated  crash  will  now  be  found  to 
have  assumed  the  character  of  an  unyielding  a,nd 
perfectly  fitting  splint,  which,  when  bound  to  the 
parts  with  the  proper  degree  of  compression,  will 
prevent  the  slightest  possible  motion.  The  delicate 
compress  represented  by  fig.  5,  is  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  interosseous  space.  It  may  or  may 
not  be  found  necessary  to  employ  it.  To  apply 
this  compress,  take  off  the  plaster  splint  and  lay  it 
along  the  middle  of  the  back  of  the  fore-arm,  first 
with  the  fingers  kneading  the  muscles  down  into 
the  interosseous  space.  As  the  plaster  mould  fits 
the  arm  perfectly  without  the  compress,  the  pad 
can  of  course  be  pressed  down  to  any  extent  be- 

tween the  bones,  the  interosseous  pressure  being 
graduated  by  the  thickness  of  the  pad. 

I  should  have  remarked,  that  the  base  splint  is 
to  be  padded  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  pre- 

vious to  moulding  the  plaster  crash  to  the  back  of 
the  arm,  the  proper  position  of  the  bones  is  to  be 
secured.  This  makes  a  remarkably  neat  and  im- 

mobile dressing. 
Fractures  of  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  are  treated 

very  easily  on  this  same  principle,  using  for  the 
front  of  the  arm  an  angular  splint,  after  the  man- 

ner of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  dressing,  and 
moulding  about  the  sides  and  back  the  plaster 
saturated  crash. 

A  perfectly  fitting  and  costless  splint  that  will 
secure  the  complete  rest  to  the  hip- joint,  may  be 
made  as  follows :  Place  the  thigh  in  the  position 
required ;  then  commencing  at  the  knee-joint  run 
up  the  spiral  reversed  bandage  to  the  illeo- femoral 
articulation ;  cover  in  the  groin  and  nates  by  a  care- 
fully  and  closely  applied  spica,  now  take  a  piece  of 
coarse  heavy  crash  stuff  and  cut  it  so  that  it  shall 
cover  in  the  side  of  the  hip  and  thigh,  from  the 
crest  of  the  ilium  down  nearly  to  the  knee. 
Saturate  this  crash  with  the  plaster  cream  and 
mould  it  carefully  to  the  parts  ;  keep  the  limb  per- 

fectly quiet  until  the  plaster  sets.  When  this  has 
taken  place,  a  second  spiral  and  spica  must  be 
thrown  over  the  dressing  to  bind  it  securely  to  its 
place.  To  remove  this  plaster  case  it  is  only 
necessary  to  cut  through  the  first  applied  bandage 
wlien  all  comes  away  cleanly  in  a  mass — this,  if 
properly  made,  is  quite  a  light  dressing. 

I  have  used  a  smilar  splint  with  much  satisfac- 
tion in  treating  a  knee-joint  for  anchylosis.  The 

principle  of  making  it  being  of  course  the  same, 
throwing  first  around  the  articulation  a  figure  of  8 
roller,  and  then  applying  the  saturated  crash. 

Fractures  of  the  lower  maxilla  are  treated  I 
think  most  simply  and  easily  after  the  same 
manner.  Take  a  piece  of  crash,  cut  it  into  an  ob- 
ong  square,  slit  this  square  from  either  end  to  a 

point  equi-distant  to  the  centre,  then  saturating  it 
in  the  plaster  place  it  under  the  chin ;  the  frac- 

ture being  adjusted,  carry  two  of  the  four  tails  up 
over  the  sides  of  the  face,  reverse  the  two  other 
tails  so  as  to  throw  part  of  the  crash  in  front  of  the 
chin  and  carry  them  back  towards  the  rami.  The 
face  must  of  course  be  first  divested  of  hair  and 
should  be  oiled.  The  splint  is  to  be  held  to  its 
place  by  a  roller  or  carefully  applied  handkerchief dressing. 

Fracture  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  also 
treated  very  satisfactorily  in  this  manner,  much 
more  so,  I  think,  than  by  Boyer's  dressing.  This 
fracture  being  within  the  capsular  ligament,  there 
is  of  course  little  tendency  to  displacement.  Cut 
a  piece  of  crash  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  the 
deltoid  muscle,  saturate  it  in  plaster  and  mould  it 
about  the  shoulders ;  when  hard,  fix  it  by  a  care- 

fully and  accurately  applied  spica.  The  dressing 
is  finished  by  simply  binding  the  arm  to  the  side 
and  supporting  the  fore- arm  in  a  sling,  or  the  in- 

ternal angular  splint  may  be  used  if  preferred. 
Simple  and  compound  fracture  of  thigh.  Take 

a  simple  piece  of  board  and  tack  to  its  sides  strips 
of  pasteboard ;  lay  upon  this  a  bed  of  plaster,  and 
having  secured  apposition  of  the  bones — in  other 
words,  having  extended  the  limb  to  its  proper 

length,  lay  it  in  this  plaster.  When  the  plaster* 
sets  perfect  immobility  will  be  found  to  have  been 
secured.  If  the  manipulations  have  been  properly 
performed  no  other  means  of  extension  or  counter- 
extension  will  be  demanded.  The  cone  of  the 

thigh  being  grasped  regularly  and  firmly  by  the 
plaster  will  not  allow  of  any  intrusion  on  the  part 
of  the  upper  or  the  lower  fragment ;  while  the 
similar  grasping  of  the  irregularities  of  the  leg 
prevent  lateral  or  vertical  displacement  on  the 
part  of  th'3  lower  fragment.  A  leg  dressed  after 
this  manner  can  at  once  be  afforded  every  advan- 

tage of  change  in  position  without  inconvenience 
or  harm,  simply  by  raising  and  lowering  the  splint 
after  the  fashion  of  the  simple  inclined  plane  of 
Professor  Gibsox. 
Another  mode  of  dressing  this  class  of  frac- 

tures is,  to  take  the  double  inclined  plane  of  Sir 
Chables  Bell,  or  make  a  domestic  one  by  nailing 
two  pieces  of  board  together  at  the  proper  angle, 
lay  upon  this  plane  the  bed  of  plaster  and  fix  the 
limb  in  it  as  before — if  the  fracture  is  compound 
the  plaster  must  of  course  be  cut  away  entirely 
from  about  the  external  wound  so  as  to  allow  of 
cleaning  and  dressing. 

Fractures  of  one  or  both  hones  of  the  leg.  Take 
a  piece  of  board  a  little  wider  and  a  little  longer 
than  the  leg  to  be  treated;  tack  strips  of  paste- 

board along  the  sides,  say  three  or  four  inches 
wide,  pro  re  nata,  lay  upon  this  a  bed  of  plaster — 
at  least  a  common  washbasin  full  should  be  mixed 
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[Vol.  X. — and  in  this  plaster  lay  the  fractured  limb,  sink- 
ing it  about  one-half  in  the  plaster,  no  extension 

or  foot  stay  will  be  needed. 
Gexekal  Remarks. — Where  the  fractured  limb 

is  not  first  encased  by  the  bandage— oil  the  part 
before  laying  in  the  plaster,  and  if  there  is  much 
hair  it  is  better  to  shave ;  always  keep  up  ex- 

tension and  counter-extension  until  the  plaster 
hardens. 

Any  one  splint  will  be  found  to  suit  many  cases. 
If  water  dressings  are  to  be  used  the  splint  will 

be  the  better  for  a  coat  of  water-proof  varnish. 
Always  cut  holes  in  the  wood  part  of  the  splint 

so  that  the  plaster  shall  be  firmly  held. 
The  immobility  secured  will  be  found  to  influ- 

ence suppuration  in  compound  fractures  most 
happily,  and  limits  irritative  inflammation  almost 
completely. 

The  first  attempt  to  dress  with  plaster  may  be 
apt  to  discourage.  It  should  first  be  manipulated 
on  sound  parts. 

[JToTE  BT  Ed. — As  this  mode  of  dressing  is  being  introduced 
extensively  in  military  practice,  we  ■would  be  pleased  if  some 
cf  our  armv  surgeons  -nroald  communicate  to  us  the  results.] 

On  the  rapid  Cure  of 
GONORRHOEA  AND  SYPHILIS. 

By  H.  Lassing,  M.  D., 
Of  New  York. 

Any  practitioner  at  all  conversant  with  city 
office  practice  knows  that  the  most  profitable  office 
patients  are  those  afllicted  with  the  various  dis- 

eases of  the  organs  of  generation.  In  order  to 
obtain  a  run  of  this  class  of  j)atients,  it  is  neces- 

sary to  compete  with  a  set  of  the  most  unscru- 
pulous, avaricious  and  ignorant  fellows,  whose  bold, 

false,  untruthful  and  obscene  advertisements  and 
posters  insult  and  disgust  you  on  every  available 
post,  wall  and  fence,  and  fill  the  columns  of  nearly 
every  newspaper.  One  of  the  greatest  attractions  to 
the  ignorant,  whom  they  interest,  in  these  adver- 

tisements, is  tlie  promise  of  a  quick  cure.  All 
who  are  thus  afilicted,  as  indeed  almost  all  pa- 

tients are  anxious  to  be  restored  to  health  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  but  none  more  so  than  he  who 
has  a  venereal  disease.  They  never  think  of  the 
consequences  or  of  the  present  difficulties — a  rapid 
cure  is  all  they  ask  for. 

There  is  notjiing  more  troublesome  to  the  honest 
practitioner  tlian  when,  in  answer  to  a  patient's 
inquiry,  he  tells  him,  as  indeed  he  must,  if  can- 

did, that  it  is  impossible  to  warrant  a  cure  within 
a  certain  time,  he  is  quickly  replied  to  something 
as  follows:  **Why,  Doctor  so  and  so  advertises 
in  such  and  such  a  paper,  that  he  cures  my  disease 

in  twenty-four  hours,  or  no  pay  ;"  and  if  the  gall- 
ing remark,  that  "as  you  are  a  regular  doctor  you 

ought  to  know  liow  to  do  it  quicker"  is  not  added, 

!  you  are  very  fortunate.   To  talk  with  the  majority 
I  of  such  patients  is  worse  than  useless.    If  you  tell 
j  them  of  the  dangers  of  contracting  a  stricture  or 
of  secondary  syphilis,  etc.,  they  do  not  believe 

1  you.    Neither  will  they  believe,  that  in  the  ma- 
I  jority  of  cases,  these  quacks  do  not  perform  the 
j  cure,  if  at  all,  within  the  promised  time,  throwing 
'  the  blame  upon  what  they  call  an  untoward  acci- 

dent.   As  a  consequence,  it  is  best  to  endeavor  to 
outdo  these  boastful  pretenders  by  really  curing 
your  patients  rapidly  but  safely. 

I  have  tried  many  difi'erent  methods  of  treat- 
ment, but  find  that  the  majority  of  cases  will  yield 

most  rapidly  to  the  following  method :  In  gonor- 
rhoea, if  I  see  the  patient  before  the  discharge  has 

set  in,  I  inject  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  gr. 
XXX.  to  the  ounce  of  water.  This,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  will  entirely  remove  all  danger  of  any 
further  trouble. 
When  the  discharge  has  once  set  in,  I  give  an 

active  saline  purge,  containing  a  small  quantity  of 
tartarized  antimony,  order  a  suspensory  bandage 
to  be  worn,  and  give  a  paste  composed  of  copaiba 
thickened  with  pulverized  cubebs  and  having 
some  nitrate  of  potash  added,  and  an  injection  of 
alam  gr.  ss.  to  the  ounce  of  water.    As  the  in- 

flammation subsides  I  increase  the  strength  of  the 
injection  gradually  to  about  gr.  v.  to  the  ounce. 
Should  orchitis  set  in,  I  immediately  apply  col- 

!  lodion  and  strapping.    The  results  of  this  method 
I  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  is  com- 
;  posed  of  cases  treated  by  me  within  the  last  year 
in  dispensary  and  private  practice,  and  will  there- 

fore be  a  fair  indication  of  the  results  of  the  treat- 
i  ment  upon  a  class  of  patients  from  all  grades  of 
I  society,  and  laboring  under  various  adverse  and 
favorable  circumstances  while  under  treatment : 

Whole  number  treated  1,530 
Of  these  I  saw  before  appearance  of  dis- 

charge...  43 
No  discharge  appeared  aftei:  injection  in  37 
Disease  progressed  in   6 
Treated  after  discharge  appeared  1,487 
Entirely  recovered  in  twenty-four  hours.  294 
"  "        in  forty- eight      "  361 
"  "        in  three  days   597 

"        in  five        "    53 
"  "        in  ten        "    101 
"  in  fifteen    "    21 
"  "        in  twenty    29 
'<  "        in  thirty    *'    8 

Gleet  appeared,  lost  sight  of  patient   11 
Patient  but  slightly  improved   2 
Dropped  treatment   10 
Orchitis  supervened  during  treatment  in  41 
In  the  treatment  of  simple  chancroid  I  always 

employ  the  stick  caustic  to  a  thorough  extirpation 

of  the  sore,  and  then  dress  with  calamine  oiut- 
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ment.  In  true  chancre  I  also  employ  caustic,  but 
dress  with  black  wash  and  give  the  pill  hyd. 
protiod.  internally.  Bubo  I  always  treat  in  its 
first  stages  by  compression  with  a  truss  of  peculiar 
construction,  adapted  to  exert  a  direct  backward 
and  inward  pressure  upon  the  induration,  and  if 
too  far  advanced  by  a  free  use  of  the  lancet,  and 
dress  with  linseed  and  yeast  poultices.  Many 
variations  of  these  methods  are  of  course  made 
necessary  by  various  indications  of  the  case,  but 
as  a  general  rule,  these  methods  are  the  quickest, 
safest,  and  therefore  the  most  desirable  in  compe- 

tition with  the  brazen,  dishonest  and  ignorant 
quack. 

ELECTKO  THERAPEUTICS. 

By  H.  Lassing,  M.  D., 
Of  New  York. 

I  wish  briefly  to  glance  at  a  few  cases  which  are 
not  of  every-day  occurrence,  in  the  treatment  of 
which  electro-magnetism  has  been  found  a  useful 
adjuvant. 

There  are  perhaps  no  diseases  so  troublesome 
and  discouraging  to  the  practitioner  as  the  various 
sequelae  of  acute  rheumatism,  and  among  these 
those  cases  where  the  disease  has  been  perhaps 
improperly  managed,  has  been  allowed  full  sway 
for  some  time,  and  has  produced  a  stiffness  and 
thickening  of  the  ligamentous  and  other  struc- 

tures around  the  joints.  This  has  frequently 
caused  a  permanent  disability  of  the  joint.  Inter- 

nal remedies  are  of  no  avail  directly,  and  liniments 
and  lotions  seem  to  do  but  little  good.  A  method 
of  treatment,  which  L  have  found  very  successful, 
is  the  following:  Absolute  quiet  being  enjoined 
upon  the  patient,  I  apply  a  strong  induced  electro- 

magnetic current  through  the  affected  joint  by 
means  of  metallic  conductors  twice  a  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  stimulating  the  joint;  I  then  have  the 
entire  limb  actively  and  well  rubbed,  not  as  lini- 

ments are  ordinarily  rubbed  on,  but  by  taking  a 
firm  hold  of  the  part  and  not  allowing  the  hand  to 
rub  the  skin,  but  with  the  pressure  suflS.cient  to 
retain  the  skin  rub  it  over  the  integuments  un- 

derneath. The  capillaries  are  thus  brought  into 
action  much  quicker  and  easier  than  by  any  other 
manner  of  rubbing.  While  upon  the  subject  let  me 
add,  that  unless  the  patient  is  so  situated  that  he 
can  command  the  assistance  of  an  intelligent  per- 

son to  do  this  rubbing  properly,  I  do  it  myself. 
Most  of  the  "wonderful  cures"  performed  by  so- 
called  natural  bone  setters  and  other  charlatans, 
are  due  to  this  rubbing  and  the  assiduity  with 
which  they  attend  their  patients.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  do  as  much  for  my  patients  as  they  do, 
hence  do  not  think  it  at  all  derogatory  to  profes- 

sional dignity  to  do  a  little  manual  labor  of  this 

kind,  and  if  more  of  the  profession  would  practise 
upon  the  rule  that  if  you  want  any  thing  done 
right,  you  must  do  it  yourself,  there  would  be  less 
opportunity  for  these  "wonderful  cure  doctors." 

After  this  operation  I  bandage  the  affected  joint 
in  lint  saturated  with  the  following  lotion : 

Tr.  iod.  comp.,       f.  §ss. 
Grlycerine,  f.  §ijss. 
Aquae,  ad  f.  §vj.  M. 

Fiat  lotio. 
A  bandage  is  firmly  and  evenly  applied  over 

this,  which  gives  a  firm  support  to  the  joint  and  is 
very  favorable  to  a  rapid  absorption  of  the  effused 
fluids.  The  lotion  prepared  and  applied  as  described 
insures  a  constant  application  of  iodine,  which  is 
absorbed  and  furnishes  a  constant  stimulus  to  the 
removal  of  the  effused  synovial  fluid.  The  electro- 

magnetic applications  and  rubbing  stimulate  the 
local  circulation  and  assist  in  getting  rid  of  the 
chronic  thickening  around  the  joint. 

A  case  just  discharged,  after  thirty-three  days 
treatment  of  an  indurated  knee,  with  a  large  quan- 

tity of  effused  fluid  in  the  joint,  the  result  of  acnte 
rheumatism,  with  other  cases  previously  treated, 
satisfies  me  of  the  success  attending  this  method 
of  treatment. 

[To  be  continued.] 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

DOMESTIC. 

Fibrinous  Coagula  in  the  Heart. 
The  fibrinous  coagula  occasionally  found  in  the 

cavities  of  the  heart,  and  which  have  long  been  con- 
sidered by  the  greater  number  of  authorities  as 

merely  formed  in  articulo  morits,  have  latterly — since 
the  scientific  investigations  with  reference  to  Thrombi 
and  Emboli  have  thrown  so  much  light  on  a  previ- 

ously obscure  branch  of  pathology — attracted  much 
attention  from  pathologists. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  London  Pathological 
Society,  Dr.  Ogle  exhibited  eight  preparations  "illus- 

trating the  spontaneous  formation  of  fibrinous  coa- 
gula, at  a  long  period  before  death,  in  the  cavities  of 

the  heart,  most  of  which  had  undergone  considerable 
softening,  and  some  of  which  were  quite  fluid  in 
their  centre.  In  several  of  these  specimens  the  cen- 

tral puriform  fluid  was  bounded  by  a  firm,  smoothish 
surface,  reminding  one  of  the  wall  of  an  abscess, 
and  welled  out  on  section  of  the  clot  being  made. 
The  firm  character  of  these  coagula,  their  color, 
their  adherence  to  the  walls  of  the  heart,  and  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  or  were  taking  place 
within  them  marlvcd  conclusively  that  the  formation 
of  the  coagula  had  occurred  sometime,  possibly 
some  weclcs,  before  death.  Out  of  the  eight  cases, 
this  old  standing  and  degenerating  coagulum  was 
found  in  the  rig-ht  auricle  in  five  cases,  in  the  right 
ventricle  in  three  cases,  and  in  the  left  ventricle  in 
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[Vol.  X, one  case  only.  In  almost  all  instances  the  cases  had 
been  such  as  included  retardation  of  the  blood's  cir- 

culation throuirh  the  lungs,  and  mostly  a  long  and 
lingering  death  :  the  patients  also  being  chiefly  sub- 

jects of  ill-health  or  intcm]>erance." 
Dr.  Oglk  thouirht  py;x^mia  might  be  produced  by 

Imrsting  of  a  concretion.  No  special  phenomena 
had  marked  the  formation  ;  a  term  of  months  miii'ht 
liave  elapsed,  he  believed,  in  some  cases.  Dr.  Oole 
also  relat(;d  some  cases  of  eml)olism  of  both  middle 
cerebral  arteries,  and  of  tb.c  coronary  arteries. 
We  have  frequently  observed  these  fibrinous  con- 

cretions in  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  and  in  at  least 
one  instance  seen  distinct  vascularity  of  the  new 
formation  entitling  it  to  the  denomination  of  poly- 
pus. Our  friend  Dr.  J.  P.  Lynx  exhibited  to  us,  a  few 
days  since,  a  well-marked  specimen  evidently  formed 
long  anterior  to  the  death  of  a  well  known  resident 
of  this  city. 

With  regard  to  the  causes,  it  is  evident  that  all 
that  is  requisite  is  first  a  nidus  upon  which  the  clot 
may  form  then  an  excess  of  the  fibrin  of  the  blood, 
and  lastly,  but  perhaps  most  important  of  all,  such 
a  degree  of  retardation  of  the  velocity  of  the  circu- 
latioli  as  may  favor  deposit  upon  the  roughened  sur- face of  the  excess  of  fibrin  present. 

The  physiological  principles  involved  are  well 
understood,  and  have  been  taken  advantage  of,  again 
and  again,  in  the  cure  of  aneurism  and  stoppage  of 
hfemorrhage  by  position,  and  mechanical  and  medi- 

cal appliances. 
Propositions  to  which  we  wish  noAv  to  call  atten- 

tion are  simply  and  briefly  these  :  The  incremed  fre- 
quency of  the  hearts  coutraciion  in  inflommatory  and 

febrile  offrctionsi  7ias  the i^hyaiological  object  of  'preventing 
"^tJie  formation  of  coofjida  in  i7.s  cavities.  Rash  interfer- ence with  tliix  prophylactic  effort  of  nature,  by  agents 
i'<hic7i  notably  retard  the  he^rrt\s  action,  directly  f  jvors 
forrtmtion  of  thes'''  coariidn  and  their  s')d)sr(jt(ent  dangers. 

He  who  boasts  that  with  Veratrum  Viride,  or  Tar- 
tar Emetic,  or  other  sedative,  he  has  reduced  the 

pulsation  from  a  luiudred  or  more,  below  the  normal 
standard,  by  no  means  convinces  me  that,  unwil- 

lingly perhaps,  he  is  not  responsible  for  the  sudden, 
or  it  "may  be  slow  and  lingering,  death  which  ensues. In  this  respect,  it  must  be  confessed,  Tartar  Emetic 
is  immensely  superior  to  its  proposed  substitutes, 
because  it  contemporaneously  with  its  action  upon 
the  heart,  defibriuates  the  blood.  — CA/ctr^o  Medical Journal. 

Bemoval  of  the  Uterus  and  Ovaries. 
Dr.  CiiAS.  Clay,  of  Manchester,  England,  reports 

to  the  London  Obstetrical  Society  "the  entire  extir- 
])ation  of  the  uterus  and  its  ovaries  through  the 
aljdominal  walls,  which  has  ended  most  fortunately, 
the  lady  returning  to  her  friends  on  the  thirty-fifth 
day  after  the  operation,  and  still  continuing  well, 
thus  estaltlishing  another  great  fact  in  abdominal 
fcurgcry.  The  case  was  that  f)f  a  fibroid  uterus  of 
eleven  pf)unds  weight,  with  the  ovaries  in  an  un- 

healthy condition,  and  the  tumor  by  its  growth  liad 
latterly  so  lilled  up  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  as  to 
render  the  i)assage  of  tlie  f;eces  and  urine  dXIicuIt. 
Dr.  C.  df)e8  not  suppose  that  many  uterine  cases 
could  be  advisedly  extirjiated,  but  thinks  some  of 
those  densely  liard  fn)rr)id  masses,  where  the  consti-  j 
tution  lias  not  been  greatly  prostrated,  might  aflf'ord  i 
a  fair  {jrospect  of  cure  under  the  knife. — Chicago Med.  Junr. 

Purulent  Sinuses  of  the  Mamma  Cured  by  Rest. 
The  powerful  curative  agency  of  rent  is  well  illus- 

trated in  a  case  of  deep  purulent  sinuses  in  the  left 
mamma,  of  five  months  standing,  treated  by  Mr. 
Ukk  in  St.  Mary's  IIf)Fj)ital,  J>ondon.  The  breast 
was  perforated  in  several  places  by  the  sinuses  which 

could  be  traced  under  the  gland,  and  from  which 
there  was  a  discharge  of  sero-purulent  matter.  It 
felt  hard,  somewhat  fuller  than  the  other,  and  was 
the  seat  of  occasional  throbbing  pain.  The  difficu.Uy 
was  attributed  to  a  blow  on  the  part.  Patient  in  a 
state  of  nervous  trepidation  from  the  idea  of  its 
cancerous  nature.  Mr.  Ure  directed  the  left  arm  to 
be  kept  steadily  bandaged  close  to  the  side,  Avith  the 
forearm  brought  across  the  chest ;  the  breast  itself 
being  simply  covered  with  a  ])iece  of  lint,  to  absorb 
the  dischar<re.  Without  other  treatment,  the  cure 
was  complete  in  ten  days.  The  principle  involved  is 
well  worth  application  to  other  cases  now  generally 
treated  by  laying  open  the  sinuses,  Or  by  the  use  of 
injections  with  uncertain  result.— C/wca^/o  Medical 
Journal. 

The  Pitcher  Plant  in  Small-Pox. 
To  THE  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Times, 

N.  Y. :— Monday,  May  18,  1863,  was  called  to  W.  C, 
a  young  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  strong  and 
vigorous  constitution.  Pound  him  with  all  the  pre- 

monitory symptoms  of  variola,  the  lumbar  pains 
being  particularly  prominent.  He  had  been  exposed 
to  that  disease  eight  or  ten  days  before.  Does  not 
remember  ever  having  been  vaccinated. 

Tuesday,  19th. — Pever  higher,  and  pain  more  se- 
vere ;  eruption  beginning  to  appear.-  I  gave  him  the 

usual  treatment ;  but  without  entering  into  details, 
sufllce  to  say  that  on  Saturday,  23d,  there  was  a 
copious  eruption  of  pustules  about  the  size  of  small 
split  peas,  diffused  over  the  whole  body,  particularly 
on  the  hands  and  face.  The  latter  was  so  swollen  as 
almost  to  close  the  eyes  ;  the  eruption  being  so  thick 
even  at  this  stage,  as  to.  look  like  one  great  pustule. 
There  had  been  more  or  less  delirium  during  the 
night,  and  the  severe  lumbar  pains  were  undimin- 

ished. It  now  occurred  to  me  to  give  the  sarracenia 
purpurea  a  trial,  as  it  was  growing  in  abundance  in 
a  marsh  near  the  house.  I  sent  out  and  procured 
some  of  the  roots,  and  directed  the  nurse  to  give  a 
teacup  two-thirds  full  of  the  decoction  every  four hours. 

Sunday  evening,  24th  saw  him  again,  had  been 
delirious  the  night  before,  but  was  now  calm,  pulse 
slow,  skin  cool,  and  many  of  the  pustules  shrivel- 

ling. From  this  time  the  disease  never  advanced, 
l)ut  all  the  pustules  dried  up  without  maturing  or 
leaving  any  pitting.  The  root  in  this  case  had  cut 
short  the  disease.  Let  other  physicians  then  give  a 
trial  and  report  on  its  results. Yours,  &c., 

Samukl  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
Cameron  Mills,  J/me  23,  18(53. 
We  call  attention  particularly  to  the  above  case,  on 

account  of  the  pit(dier  plants  growing  wild  through- 
out Canada,  and  the  facility  therefore  with  which 

every  physician  can  try  it  for  himself.  The  effect  of 
this  remedy  is  one  of  the  great  controversies  of  the 
day  in  Great  Britain,  where  it  has  been  sent  from 
Nova  Scotia,  and  administered  in  the  small-pox  hos- 

pitals to  some  of  the  most  severe  cases,  and  its  pow- 
ers denied.  We  shall  be  happy,  therefore,  to  hear 

from  any  i)hysieian  who  gives  it  a  trial  ;  and  also  to 
learn  the  localities  in  which  it  is  found  most  abund- 

antly.—  Canada  Lancet. 

FORKIGN. 

Physiology  of  Tea-Drinking. 
The  reduction  of  the  duty  on  tea  involves  not  only 

a  financial  experiment,  but  a  physiological  one,  of 
interest  to  all  who  study  medical  and  social  science. 

An  enthusiastic  historian  of  the  stimulants  we  use 

might  find  plausible  ground  for  saying  that  the  intro- 
duction of  tea  into  the  western  world  is  the  most 
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revolutionary  innovation  in  the  sphere  of  diet  which 
history  records,  and  for  tracing-  to  its  influence  on 
our  national  character  much  of  the  mental  and  phy- 

sical activity  of  this  nineteenth  century.  "We  niu?t avoid  enthusiasm,  and  try  to  say  a  few  sober  words 
on  this  subject. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  anticipates  an 

additional  consumption  of  tea  to  the  figure  of 
6, 0''^0,000  pounds  (?)  What  will  be  our  experience of  English  character  and  life  imder  this  increased 
tea-drinkiiig  I  What  will  be  the  e(iuivalent  physio- 

logical results  of  these  six  millions  of  pounds  of 
tea  ?  What  will  be  their  effect  on  English  temper 
and  tissue  ? 

That  tea  has  an  influence  over  the  tissues  of  the 
body  is  now  among  the  things  admitted  in  physio- 

logy. This  influence  is  of  a  conservative  nature,  and 
its  value  to  the  poor  can  scarcely  be  overrated.  Tcf 
them,  tea  is  virtually  tissue,  and  makes  a  supply  of 
food,  that  would  otherwise  be  inadequate  to  main- 

tain the  weiu:ht  of  the  body,  suflBcient  for  that  pur- 
pose. Doubtless  an  unlimited  supply  of  food  capa- 

ble of  replacing  any  amount  of  effete  tissue  would  be 

preferable  to  a'substance  which  simply  goes  to  pre- vent tissue  from  becoming  effete  ;  but  this  is  imprac- 
ticable— the  unlimited  supply  of  nitrogenous  food 

being  a  thing  that  as  yet  neither  Providence  nor 
politicians  have  given  to  us.  Doubtless,  too,  alcohol 
Las,  in  common  wi;h  tea  and  other  substances,  this 
power  of  retarding  the  waste  of  the  tissues  of  the 
body ;  but  probably  it  acts  differently,  and  certainly 
it  is' open  to  strong  objections  which  cannot  be  made 
against  tea.  This'preservative  power  of  tea  over  the tissues  has  not  hitherto  been  explained.  Perhaps  it 
mav  not  be  altogether  unconnected  with  another 
influence  of  tea  which  we  proceed  to  notice— namely, 
an  influence  over  the  temper,  or  rather  the  mood,  or, 
speaking  physically  after  our  fashion,  over  the  nerves. 
Nothing:  affects  the  wear  of  tisstie  more  than  mood  ; 
and  tea  has  a  strange  influence  over  mood — a  strange 
power  of  changing  the  look  of  things,  and  changing 
it  for  the  better  :  so  that  we  can  believe,  and  hope, 
and  do,  under  the  influence  of  tea,  what  we  should 
otherwise  give  up  in  discouragement  and  despair — 
feelings  under  the  influence  of  which  tissues  wear 
rapidly.  In  the  language  of  the  poor,  who,  in  Lon- 

don, we  are  told,  spend  an  eighth  of  their  income  in 
buyimr  tea,  it  produces  a  feeling  of  comfort.  Neither 
the  philosopher  nor  the  philanthropist  will  despise 
this  property  of  tea,  this  power  of  conferring  com- 

fort or  removing  ennui,  of  promoting  those  happier 
feelings  of  our  nature  under  which  we  can  do  most 
and  bear  most.  There  is  no  denying  the  considera- 

ble dependence  of  our  moods  and  frames  upon  sub- 
stances ;  and  as  moods  are  as  important  as  muscles, 

as  they  effect  as  largely  a  man's  ability  for  the.  great 
ends  of  life,  we  cannot  regard  the  cheapening  of  such 
substances,  ♦when  devoid  of  noxious  qualities,  as 
other  than  a  most  important  benefit  to  the  poor  and 
a  most  interesting  experiment  for  medical  observers 
to  watch. 

Tea  is  indeed  a  great  fact  in  our  present  mode  of 
life.  It  has  been  the  making  of  an  additional  meal 
among  us  since  the  good  old  days  "  when  people lived  on  three  meals  a  day.  Justice  has  scarcely 
been  done  to  the  magnitude  of  the  change  which  has 
happened  since  the  time  Avhen  gentlemen — aye,  and 
ladies,  too — took  beer  to  their  early  breakfast,  when 
they  dined  at  eleven,  supped  between  five  and  six, 
and  went  to  bed  at  ten.  Tea  and  coffee  have  been 
the  principal  causes  of  this  revolution. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of  the  use  of 
tea  is  the  prolongation  of  the  social  evening.  At 
the  time  of  evening  leisure  it  gives  the  feeling  of 
morning  lightsomeness  and  freshness.  It  has  some- 

thing like  the  effect  of  sleep  upon  us.  It  removes 
that  heaviness  which  follows  the  principal  meal  and 
would  take  us  to  bed  "at  ten."  It  postpones  the 
hour  of  sleep.  As  a  consequence  of  the  postpone- 

ment of  the  hour  of  sleep,  follows  inevitably  the 

postponement  of  the  hour  of  waking.  Early  rising 
has  probably  no  such  enemy  as  tea.  There  are  not  a 
few  people  who  breakfast  when  their  fathers  used  to 
think  of  dinner,  who  dine  when  their  fathers  supped, 
find  who  take  their  enlivening  cup  at  the  hour  when 
their  fathers  v/ere  getting  stupid  and  making  ready 
for  bad.  No  doubt  there  is  some  evil  in  all  this,  but 
there  is  more  good.  The  mere  alteration  in  the 
hours  of  sleep,  or  even  the  taking  of  an  additional 
hour  for  this  purpose,  are  not  necessary  evils.  The 
question  of  evil  or  good  turns  upon  the  character  of 
our  wakimr  hours,  and  we  believe  we  are  not  saying 
too  much  for  our  present  life  when  we  say  that  life 
never  was  so  active  and  so  fruitful  of  good  results  as now. 

Of  course  the  increased  consumption  of  tea  which 
is  to  happen  may  involve  some  physiological  conse- 

quences of  a  disagreeable  nature ;  but  not  many. 
For  the  class  to  whom  the  cheapening  of  tea  will 
be  the  greatest  temptation  are  not  troubled  with 
"nerves."  They  have  so  much  hard  work  to  do,  and 
so  little  of  luxury  in  their  lot,  that  the  addition  of  a 
little  good  tea  to  their  daily  fare  can  only  be  a  great 
comfort  and  a  great  boon,  for  which  they  will  bless 
the  name  of  Mr.  Gladstone. — London  Lancet. 

Subcutaneous  Herniotomy. 
^1.  Langexbeck,  of  Hanover,  performs  this  opera- 

tion as  follows : — The  surgeon  pinches  up  a  fold  of 
skin,  and  makes  an  opening  sufficient  to  allow  the 
passage  of  the  index  finger,  the  opening  being  situ- 

ated a  little  below  and  internally  to  the  external  ring. 
With  the  index,  the  soft  parts  which  surround  the 
protruding  bowel  are  then  detached  up  to  the  stric- 
tured  part.  The  fibres  of  the  ring  are  then  to  be 
torn  with  the  finger,  and,  if  the  hooked  finger  do  not 
succeed,  a  hernia-knife  may  be  glided  on  it,  or  a 
blunt  hook  may  be  substituted  for  the  knife,  to  avoid 
hpemorrha2:e.  The  sac  is  then  to  be  examined,  adhe- 

sions broken  down,  and  the  bowel  returned  into  the 
abdomen.  There  must  be,  in  this  mode  of  operat- 

ing:, a  great  deal  of  tearing  and  bruising,  and  very 
little  certainty  as  to  the  parts  acted  upon. — Lancet. 

Another  I^ew  Metal. 

M.  AsRAVAis,  Professor  of  Geology  at  Strasbourg, 
has  obtained  a  new  metal  from  the  mineral  waters  of 
Alsace.    It  is  yellow  like  gold,  but  is  soft  as  lead. 
It  has  been  introduced  among  the  Paris  jewelers. 

 -^-^^^^  

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Mitchell's  New  General  Atlas -of  the  Various 
Countries  of  the  World.  Containing  Maps,  Plans 
of  Cities,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Published  by 
S.  Augustus  Mitchell,  Jr.,  31  South*  Sixth  street. 1863.    Price  S7. 

The  great  want  of  a  large  atlas  in  offices  and  fam- 
ilies seems  happily  supplied  in  this  nicely  executed 

work.  Being  large  quarto,  it  is  more  convenient 
than  the  still  larger  atlases  of  earlier  times.  And 
that  Mr.  ]^Iitciiell  is  its  author  and  publisher,  will 
carry  conviction  of  accuracy.  Its  eighty-four  maps 
and  plans,  plainly  engraved,  exhibit  the  entire  world's surface,  including  valuable  statistics.  Our  railroads, 
and  generally  those  of  all  other  countries  ;  our  new 
States,  new  territories,  and  new  counties,  largest  cities 
with  streets,  our  harbors,  forts,  and  battle  places, 
have  received  careful  attention.  The  convenience 
with  which  we  find  places,  by  aid  of  its  post-office 
list,  is  a  highly  acceptable  feature.  The  great  value 
of  this  new  atlas,  for  refercucc,  its  low  price,  must 
insure  for  it  a  rapid  sale.  G. 
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THE  STUDY  OF  ANATOMY. 

If  the  profession  of  medicine  and  the  science 
and  art  of  surgery  are  of  any  benefit  to  mankind ; 
if  it  is  proper  to  encourage  young  men  to  prepare 

mittee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Gross,  Jewell,  Nebin- 
GER,  CoNDiE  and  Bache,  of  this  city,  and  Dr. 
McGriRR,  of  Westmoreland  county.  The  whole 

Society  was  also  appointed  a  committee  of  co- 
operation. We  trust  it  will  not  lose  sight  of  the 

fact,  and  that  the  great  body  of  the  profession  of 
the  State  outside  of  the  Society,  will  lend  their 
aid  in  the  matter. 

Let  not  the  coming  winter  pass  without  the themselves  to  attend  upon  the  sick,  the  wounded, 

or  otherwise  injured,  then  it  is  worth  while  to  give  ■  record  of  a  statute  passed  by  the  Legislature  for 

them  every  facility  for  the  pursuit  of  anatomical  |  encouraging  the  study  of  anatomy.  The  material 

studies,  which  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  medi-  j  is  abundant,  and  can  be  obtained  without  the 
cal  and  surgical  knowledge.    Yet  to  the  disgrace  :  most  remote  danger  of  hurting  the  feelings  of 

of  Pennsylvania — a  State  which,  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury, has  been  the  fountain-head  from  which  has 

Uowed  the  streams  for  the  healing  of  the  nation, 
a  State  which  has  given  the  country  more  than 
half  its  physicians,  and  whose  medical  schools  are, 
and  have  been  a  source,  directly  and  indirectly, 

of  an  immense  revenue — the  only  laws  on  her 
statute  books  bearing  on  the  study  of  medicine 
render  its  students  by  implication,  at  least,  guilty 

surviving  friends,  as  every  one  knows.  The  en- 
actment of  a  law  protecting  the  study  of  anatomy, 

would  put  the  most  effectual  stop  to  the  repre- 
hensible practice  of  violating  the  sanctity  of  the 

grave.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  a  law  was 

passed  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  study  of  anatomy,  and  its  passage 

has  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  traffic  in  human 

remains  formerly  carried  on.  The  necessary  ma- 

terial is  now  legitimately  obtained  and  nobody's of  felony,  for  the  material  without  which  they 

cannot  pursue  their  studies  to  advantage,  it  is  feelings  are  hurt,  or  are  likely  to  be 
against  statute  law  for  them  to  obtain.  Accord- 

ing to  the  dogma  ̂ ^qui  facit  per  alia  facit  per  sg," 
every  student  of  medicine  who  comes  to  this  State 

and  pursues  his  studies,  becomes  in  some  sense  '     We  have  never  been  particularly  favorable  to 
amenable  to  the  law  for  encouraging  the  infrac-  j  the  practice  of  specialties,  for  the  reason  that  it 
tion  of  one  of  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,   j  opens  a  wide  door  to  charlatanry  and  its  tricks. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  profession  of  this  State  j  We  notice  of  late  quite  a  disposition  in  the  pro- 

SPECIALTIES. 
A  word  of  Caution. 

lias  not,  by  a  united  effort,  had  these  obnoxious 
laws  repealed  long  ago.  It  is  to  be  accounted  for 
only  on  the  ground  of  neglect  of  organization. 
Uow  can  the  profession  unite  on  any  course  of 

action  when  out  of  sixty-six  counties  in  the  State 
not  a  score  of  them  possess  any  medical  organiza- 

tion?   If  we  were  properly  organized,  and  acted 

fession,  in  some  localities,  to  divide  off  into  the 

practice  of  specialties,  and  find  that  just  in  pro- 
portion as  this  is  done  the  temptation  is  strong, 

and  often  yielded  to,  to  adcertise  in  some  waj^  It 

is  begun  by  publishing  articles  of  an  intensely 
special  character  in  the  medical  journals,  then  a 
card  is  inserted,  first  in  the  medical  journal,  and 

in  concert,  our  influence  would  be  potent  to  secure  |  finally  a  newspaper;  then  a  reporter  of  the  press 
any  law  for  the  protection  of  so  vital  an  interest  j  happens  to  witness  a  "  si)lendid  operation,"  which 
to  medicine  as  the  study  of  anatomy. 

We  have  been  glad  to  observe  that  this  subject 
has  of  late  received  more  attention  at  the  hands 

of  our  profession.     It  has  been  tlie  subject  of 

is  duly  heralded  to  the  world ;  then  an  illustrated 
pamphlet  follows,  which  may,  and  may  not  be 

sent  "to  physicians  only."  We  frequently  re- 
ceive such   pamphlets   bearing   the   imprint  of 

several  conferences,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  j  honorable  members  of  the  profession,  wlio,  we 

the  State  Medical  Society,  held  in  this  city.  Dr.  j  fear,  are  in  very  great  danger  of  prostituting  their IIkjjky  HAiiTsnouNR  offered  a  resolution  on  the   h\<rh  callin)?. 

subject,  which  was  ref(.'rr<;d  to  an  excellent  com- We  believe  the  public  would,  in  the  long  run, 
\ 
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be  better  served  by  tbe  intelligent,  general  prac- 
titioner of  medicine  and  surgery,  who  does  not 

shrink  from  cases  of  any  kind,  but  who  is  ever 
ready  to  fortify  himself  in  serious  and  doubtful 
cases  by  calling  to  his  aid  the  counsel  of  others  of 
more  experience  or  tact  than  himself. 

There  are  two  natural  divisions,  viz.,  medicine 

and  surgery,  which  it  may  be  well  enough  to 
recognize  to  a  certain  extent,  but  not  without 
great  caution.  Some  practitioners  seem  to  have 
more  taste  and  capacity  for  practice  in  one  of 
these  departments,  while  others  have  more  for  the 
other.  But  when  it  comes  to  subdividing  these 

departments,  there  is  very  great  danger  that  more 
harm  than  good  will  result  to  both  the  profession 

and  the  public.    Verb.  sap.  sat. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Mitchell's  Atlas. 
Sometime  since  we  briefly  noticed  this  splendid 

work.  "We  have  such  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to 
it,  and  do  so  with  so  much  satisfaction,  that  we 
must  be  excused  for  again  calling  attention  to  it. 
The  work  is  strongly  bound  in  stiff  covers,  and 
contains  fifty- three  large  quarto  maps,  and  eighty- 
three  maps,  plans  of,  cities,  etc.  Our  readers 
will  find  it  very  convenient  for  reference,  at  this 
time  when  we  hear  of  battles  being  fought  in  so 

many  parts  of  our  own  country  from  Devil's  lake 
on  the  North  to  the  Teche  country  on"  the  South, and  from  the  Cache  settlements  in  the  West  to  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  in  the  East,  besides  the  fighting 
that  is  now  going  on  and  that  which^is  likely  to  be 
done  in  Mexico,  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the 
world.  Seven  dollars  invested  in  the  Atlas  will 
be  money  well  spent. 

Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations. 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  second  edition 

of  this  very  complete  work.  The  study  of  this 
subject  has  been  with  Dr.  Hamilton  a  work  of  love 
— and  he  has  produced  a  book  which  will  be  a 
lasting  and  useful  monument  to  his  patience  of 
investigation,  learning,  and  practical  ability. 

This  revised  and  enlarged  edition  appears  at  an 
opportune  time,  and  we  doubt  not  there  will  be 
an  extensive  demand  for  it.  The  work  is  placed 
on  the  United  States  Army  Supply  Table  for  Post 
and  General  Hospitals.  It  will  be  found  well 
adapted  to  their  use. 

An  extended  notice  of  the  book  will  soon  appear 
from  the  hands  of  a  competent  reviewer. 
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Blackberries— (Fruit  of  rubus  Canadensis.) 
It  is  said  that  Virginia  is  one  vast  blackberry 

field,  and  that  the  soldiers,  in  consequence  of 
living  on  this  diet  for  some  time  past,  are  in  an 
excellent  sanitary  condition.  It  is  estimated  that 

since'the  army  returned  to  Virginia,  the  free  use 
of  blackberries  has  saved  the  Government  nearly 
a  million  of  dollars  in  medical  and  hospital  stores. 

•   •♦^•►-o-  

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

THE  HOSPITALS  AT  GETTYSBUHa. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Gordon  Winslow, 
an  agent  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  to  one  of  its 
officers,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  hospitals 

at  Gettysburg,  and  of  the  labors  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, and  the  esteem  in  which  it  is  held  by  all 

parties. Gettysburg,  August  13,  1863. 
I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  just 

received.  You  seem  interested  in  our  hospital  mat- 
ters, and  I  am  quite  disposed  to  afford  any  details 

that  may  be  desired.  I  will  be  as  specific  as  circum- 
stances will  allow.  The  camp  hospital  is  called 

Camp  Letterman,  and  is  about  a  mile  from  Gettys- 
burg. It  occupies  an  elevated  plateau  of  table-land, 

of  some  fifty  acres,  overlooking  the  town  and  the  ex- 
tensive battle-fields  for  miles  around.  This,  compri- 

sing the  Round  Top,  Flat  Top  (or  as  it  is  now  called 
Weed's  Hill),  the  Cemetery  Hill,  the  College  and 
Seminary,  make  up  the  foreground  of  the  picture, 
and  in  the  distance  are  spurs  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains,  with  undulating  lines  of  rich,  deep  indigo 
along  the  horizon. 

The  site  of  the  camp  and  the  surrounding  fields 
Avere  occupied  by  the  Rebels  when  attempting  to  turn 
our  left  wing.  The  tents  are  arranged  in  military 
order,  of  the  usual  hospital  size,  in  double  rows, 
backed  together,  each  opening  upon  avenues  twenty 
yards  wide  on  either  front,  forming  six  double  rows, 
with  avenues  some  three  hundred  yards  long,  render- 

ing the  camp  nearly  square.  On  the  north,  northeast 
and  west  are  primitive  groves  of  tall  hickory  and 
oak,  cleared  of  the  underbrush,  in  which  are  situated 
on  the  northeast  a  row  of  tents  for  officers,  surgeons 
in  attendance,  lady  nurses,  and  the  large  store  tents 
of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  five  in  number,  with 
their  cook-house,  &c.,  &c.  Along  the  line  on  the 
north  are  arranged  the  commissary  tents,  the  kitchen, 
some  seventy  feet  long  by  thirty  wide,  surrounded  by 
huge  boilers,  &c.,  an  ice  house,  a  bakery,  and  sundry 
tents  for  attendants,  &c. 

Further  back  in  tlie  woods  are  the  quarters  of  the 

guai'd,  nearly  surrounding  the  whole.  A  strict  police 
is  kept  up.  I  had  forgotten  to  say  that  across  the 
east  end,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  officers' 
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[Vol.  X. tents,  is  a  vow  of  tents  for  Rebel  olBcers,  numberinir 
some  eighty  to  one  hnnclred,  ̂ Yho  are  kindly  cared 
for.  The  whole  number  of  patients  is  now  about 
fourteen  hwidrccl,  of  whom  there  are  over  nine  hun- 

dred of  the  worst  class  of  wounds,  viz. : 
Penetrating  wounds,  of  the  chest   70 
Penetrating  wounds,  abdomen   28 
Penetrating  wounds,  pelvis   55 — 153 
Compound  fractures,  thigh   171 
Compound  fractures,  leg   89 
Compound  fractures,  arm  and  forearm  . . .  90—350 
Amputations,  thigh  128 
Amputations,  leg  172 
Amputations,  arm  and  forearm   136 — 436 

Total  939 
Dr.  C.  N.  Chamberlin  is  at  present  the  Surgeon-in- 

Chief,  assisted  by  three  division  and  some  fifty  ward 
surgeons. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  the 

Sanitary  Commission  has  maintained  its  position  as 
a  most  wise,  humane,  and  efficient  aid  to  the  Govern- 

ment in  mitigating  the  horrors  of  war  in  many  im- 
portant respects.  Its  agents  are  on  every  battle-field, 

in  every  camp,  and  every  hospital,  to  rescue  the 
unfortunate  sufi'erer  from  the  miseries  of  neglect  and 
untimely  death.  This  is  felt  and  appreciated  by  the 
Rebel  as  well  as  Union  soldiers.  At  the  late  battle, 
two  of  the  agents  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  were 
captured,  and  are  now  in  Libby  Prison,  Richmond. 
The  moment  this  was  known  to  the  Rebel  surgeons 
iu  our  hospitals,  they  united  in  a  petition  to  General 
Lee,  for  their  release.  This  petition  is  worth  record- 

ing, and  is  as  follows  : 
"  The  undersigned  surgeons  of  the  Confederate 

army,  now  in  charge  of  the  several  hospitals  within 
the  Union  lines  at  and  about  Gettysburg,  beg  leave  to 
testify  to  our  Gcncral-in-chief  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Connnission  as  a  most  praiseworthy 
and  charitable  institution.  Through  its  kind  provi- 
aions  onr  hospitals  are  supplied  with  many  comforts 
which  are  of  inestimable  value  to  our  wounded  and 
suffering  men.  While  the  promptness  with  which 
their  agents  follow  on  the  heels  of  battle,  enables 
them  to  dispense  an  immense  amount  of  relief  to  the 
unfortunate  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  on  either  side, 
it  also  necessarily  exposes  them  to  any  reverse  of  for- 

tune which  may  oblige  them  to  ask  protection  from 
the  successful  party.  Thus,  during  the  late  battle  at 
Gettysburg,  four  of  the  agents  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
raission  fell  into  our  hands,  and  as  we  learn,  are  now 
held  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  respectfully  submit 
that  as  these  men  were  taken  without  arms,  and 
while  in  the  employ  of  their  charitable  office  as 
almoners  of  the  Sanitary  (Jommission  to  the  wounded 
Boldiers  of  either  party,  they  be  released  from  re- 
Htraint  and  permitted  to  return  to  their  work  of  be- 

nevolence and  good-will  to  all." 
The  above  was  signed  by  some  twelve  of  the  chief 

surgeons  of  the  Rebel  army,  and  directed  to  General 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Changes. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Josiah  H,  Culver,  detached 
from  the  receiving  ship  at  New  York,  and  ordered  to 
duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron. 

A  Tour  of  Inspection. 

Gen.  Canbt  and  Staff,  Surgeon-General  Wm.  A. 
Hammond,  Medical  Director  Surgeon  C.  McDougall, 
and  Major  Stewart  Van  Vleit,  Quartermaster  U. 
S.  A.,  were  at  New  York,  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of 
the  hospitals  and  defences  in  that  harbor,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last.  Brig.-Gen.  Harvey  Brown,  now 
in  command  at  Fort  Schuyler,  joined  the  party  also 
at  that  point.  Gen.  Canby  and  Surgeon-General 
Hammond  expressed  themselves  as  well  satisfied 
with  the  condition  and  management  of  the  hospi- 

tals, both  for  our  own  men  and  for  the  rebels  on 
David's  Island.  The  Surgeon-General  has  certainly been  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  a  Medical  Director 
for  this  Department.  Dr.  McDougall  is  peculiarly 
qualified  for  this  position,  both  by  long  experience 
in  the  army,  and  in  possessing  those  other  qualities 
of  kindness  and  sympathy,  which  render  him  at  all 
times  accessible.  The  several  military  Departments 
work  harmoniously  and  satisfactorily  to  all  parties concerned. 

Surgeons  Promoted. 
The  following  Assistant  Surgeons  have  been  pro- 

moted to  the  rank  of  Surgeons  in  the  Volunteer 
Corps :  C.  E.  Swasey,  L.  G.  Rice,  Jas.  H.  Peabody, 
Wm.  R.  Dewitt,  and  H.  W.  Ducachet.  The  follow- 

ing have  been  appointed  Assistant  Surgeons  of  Vol- 
unteers: J.  K.  Bunday,  W.  B.  Trull,  G.  McMiller, 

Fred.  Lloyd,  D.  B.  Wilson,  J.  K.  Rogers,  and  G.  S. 

Courtwriglit.  * 

News  and  Miscellan 
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Chicago  Medical  College. 
The  Medical  Department  of  Lind  University  has 

adopted  the  name  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College. 
The  Medical  Examiner  says  : 
"The  friends  of  this  Institution  will  be  gratified 

to  learn  that  its  next  Annual  Course  of  Instruction 
will  be  given  in  an  entirely  new  and  permanent  Col- 

lege edifice.  The  latter  is  now  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, and  Avill  Ixi  (',oini)leted  before  the  end  of  Sei>- 

teiTi!)er  next.  It  is  loeated'in  the  South  Division  of 
tiie  City,  near  tlic  corner  of  State  street  and  Ring- 

gold place.  It  is  being  l)uilt  of  brick,  throe  stories 
aiiove  tiie  bascincnt,  and  will  contain  a  lil)rary  and 
dispensary  room,  laboratory,  muscuni,  dissecting 
room,  college  hall  or  lower  lc(;ture  room,  and  amphi- 

theatre. Being  constructed  especially  for  a  medical 
college  building,  it  will  contain  all  the  con vcmiences 
and  comforts  that  are  desirable  in  such  institutions. 
The  location  is  directly  between  the  Mercy  Hospital 
and  the  City  Hospital  building,  and  so  near  that  stu- 

dents will  have  easy  a(;ces8  to  both  ;  thus  enabling 
the  faculty  to  retain  the  most  am])le  clinical  advan- 

tages, as  a  ])art  of  their  regular  course  of  instruc- 
tion. The  i)res(!nt  summer  course  of  instruction, 

which  is  now  nearly  completed,  has  b(!en  a  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  one ;  and  the  institution,  iu 
all  its  relations,  is  steadily  increasing  in  its  prosper- 

ity." 
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•  Apothecaries  and  their  Relations  to  the  Med- ical Profession. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Medical  Society, 

held  July  14,  1863,  the  attention  of  the  Society  was 
called  to  the  censurable  course  pursued  by  some  of 
the  druggists  of  the  county.  It  was  stated  by  seve- 

ral of  the  members  that  these  gentlemen  were  in  the 
habit  of  commenting  upon  prescriptions  to  the  dis- 

paragement of  physicians,  substituting  otber  articles 
for  those  prescribed,  and  not  unfrequently  renewing 
the  prescriptions  without  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  the  attending  physician,  and  that  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  prescribing  for  patients.  For  these, 
among  other  reasons,  a  committee  was  appointed, 
who  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Whereaf>,  It  is  eminently  desirable  that  the  art  of 
prescribing  and  dispensing  medicines  should  con- 

form, as  far  as  possible,  to  scientific  accuracy,  there- fore, 
Eeaolved,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County 

of  Kings  recognizes  the  fact  that  physicians  should 
be  scrupulousfy  careful  in  writing  their  prescriptions 
distinctly,  and  that  they  should  use,  as  far  as  practi- 

cable, officinal  names  only. 
Besolved,  That  it  is  the  dntj  of  dispensing  apothe- 

caries to  put  up  prescriptions  distinctly  as  directed, 
or  to  reject  them,  excepting,  however,  when  there  is 
cause  to  suspect  a  mistake ;  in  which  case,  it  is 
manifestly  the  duty  of  the  apothecary  to  assure  him- 

self of  the  intention  of  the  prescriber,  before  dispen- 
sing the  prescription. 

Eesolved,  That  the  practice  which  some  apothecaries 
indulge  in,  of  treating  cases  of  disease,  constitutes 
quackery  in  its  worst  form,  because  of  the  false  con- 

fidence Avhich  their  semi-professional  character  in- 
spires in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Eesolved,  That  recommending  nostrums,  prescrib- 
ing, criticizing  prescriptions,  or  otherwise  indulging 

in  conversation  tending  to  impair  confidence  in  the 
author  of  a  prescription,  substituting  other  articles 
than  those  directed  by  physicians,  keeping  incompe- 

tent clerks,  dispensing  medicines  of  bad  quality,  re- 
peating prescriptions  against  the  expressed  wish  of 

the  prescriber,  and  habitual  carelessness,  are  all  dis- 
reputable practices  ;•  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the members  of  this  Society,  who  may  hereafter  become 

cognizant  of  such  conduct,  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Society  for  the  benefit  of  his  Fellows. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  and  preamble  be 
approved  by  the  President  and  Secretary  in  behalf  of 
the  Society,  and  published  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
same  be  presented  to  every  apothecary  in  the  county, 
if  practicable. 

Dewitt  C.  Exos, 
Prest.  Kings  Co.  Jled.  Soc^y. 

John  T.  Young,  M.  D., 
Sec.  Kings  Co.  Med.^Sochj. 

— Am.  Med.  Times. 
A  Tremendous  Shock. 

Dr.  Jerome  Kjdder,  of  New  York,  has  lately  en- 
joyed the  happiness  of  receiving,  with  perfect  safety, 

a  shock  of  electricity  sufficient,  according  to  the 
previous  ideas  of  scientific  people,  to  kill  fifty  men. 
The  experiment  took  place  at  the  Cooper  Institute, 
under  the  direction  of  the  eminent  Professor  Yander 
Wede,  of  that  institution.  The  battery  consisted  of 
six  of  the  large  Bunsen  cups  and  a  Ruhmkortf  coil, 
of  sixteen  miles  of  wire,  made  by  E.  S.  Ritchie,  of 
Boston — one  of  the  best  makers  in  the  country.  A 
most  formidable  battery,  truly  !  The  New  York  Tri- 

bune states  that  Dr.  Kidder  had  observed  that  the 
longer  the  wire  was  used  the  greater  the  tension,  and 
consequently  the  greater  the  ease  with  which  the 

current  is  conducted  through  the  body.  Hence  he 
argued  that  the  enormous  length  of  the  wire  in  the 
Ruhmkorfi"  coil  must  render  the  current  so  highly conductible  that,  in  spite  of  its  great  power,  it  would 
not  lacerate  the  tissues  of  the  body.  He  staked  his 
life  on  his  opinion  and  won  it. — Scientific  American. 

Doctors'  Quarrels.I 
Despite  the  popular  opinion  upon  this  subject,  our 

own  notion  is  that  doctors  are  quite  as  amiable 
toward  each  other  as  members  of  other  callings, 
trades  and  professions.  We  have  seen  even  staid 
and  white-neckclothed  clerical  gentlemen  quite  as 
lacking  in  broad  and  generous  charity  as  ever  we 
observed  in  our  brethren  of  the  lancet.  The  follow- 

ing very  good  story,  however,  at  our  expense,  is  told 
by  the  author  of  "  The  Book  about  Doctors,"  which we  give  for  its  spice  : 

A  London  druggist  once  put  up  at  the  chief  inn  of 
a  provincial  capital,  whither  he  had  come  in  the 
course  of  his  annual  summer  ride.  The  good  man 
thought  it  would  hurt  neither  his  health  nor  his  inte- 

rests to  give  "  a  litile  supper  "  to  the  apothecaries  of 
the  town,  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing 
business.  Bent  on  giving  practical  expression  to 
this  resolve,  he  sallied  out  from  "  The  White  Horse," 
and  spent  a  few  hours  in  calling  on  his  friends,  ask- 

ing for  orders,  and  delivering  invitations.  On  re- 
turning to  his  inn,  he  gave  orders  for  a  supper  for 

twelve,  as  eleven  medical  gentlemen  had  engaged  to 
sup  with  him.  When  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
repast  was  at  hand,  a  knock  at  the  door  was  followed 
by  the  appearance  of  guest  A.,  with  a  smile  of  in- 

tense benevolence  and  enjoyment.  Another  rap, 
and  guest  B.  entered.  A.  looked  blank,  every  trace 
of  happiness  suddenly  vanishing  from  his  face.  B. 
stared  at  A.  as  much  as  to  say^  "  You  be  !"  A. shuffled  with  his  feet,  rose,  made  an  apology  to  his 
host  for  leaving  the  room  to  attend  to  a  little  matter, 
and  disappeared.  Another  rap,  and  C.  made  his 
bow  of  greeting.  "  I'll  try  to  be  back  in  five  min- 

utes, but  if  I'm  not,  don't  wait  for  me,"  cried  B., 
hurriedly  seizing  his  hat  and  rushing  from  the  apart- 

ment. C.,  a  cold-blooded,  phlegmatic  man,  sat  down 
unconcernedly,  and  was  a  picture  of  sleeping  con- 

tentment till  the  entry  of  D.,  when  his  hair  stood  on 
end,  and  he  fled  into  the  inn  yard  as  if  he  were  pur- 

sued by  a  hyena.  E.  knocked  and  said,  "  How  do 
you  do  ?"  b.  sprung  from  his  chair,  and  shouted 
"  Good  bye  !"  And  so  it  Avent  on  till,  on  guest  No. 
11  joining  the  party  that  had  received  so  many  new 
comers,  and  yet  never  for  an  instant  numbered  more 
than  three.  No.  10  jumped  through  the  window,  and 
ran  down  the  street  to  the  bosom  of  his  family.  The 
hospitable  druggist  and  No.  11  found  on  a  table  pro- 

vided for  twelve  quite  as  much  supper  as  they  re- 

quired. Next  morning  the  druggist  called  on  A.  for  au 
explanation  of  his  conduct.  "  Sir,"  was  the  answer, 
"I  could  not  stop  in  the  same  room  with  such  a 
scoundrel  as  B."  So  it  went,  down  the  line.  B.  had 
vowed  never  to  exchange  words  with  C.  C.  would 
be  shot  rather  than  sit  at^the  same  table  with  D. 

"  You  gentlemen,"  observed  the  druggist,  with  a 
smile  to  each,  "seem  to  be  almost  as  well  disposed 
amongst  yourselves  as  your  brethren  iu  London  ; 
only  they,  when  they  meet,  don't  run  from  each other,  but  draw  up,  square  their  elbows,  and  light 
like  men." — Lancet  and  Observer. 

New  York  Medical  TJ"ews. 
Professors  Carnochan,  Budd,  and  Smith,  have 

resigned  their  chairs  in  the  Thirteenth  Street  Medi- 
cal College,  owing  to  the  slim  attendance  of  students. 

Professor  Budd  has  accepted  the  chair  of  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children,  iu  the  University  Medical 
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College,  just  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Bed- 
ford. 

The  idea  of  establishing  specialty  "wards  in  Belle- 
vue  Hospital,  which  seems  to  have  originated  in  a 
desire  to  supply  a  service  to  Dr.  Echeverria  and 
one  or  two  orhors.  has  fallen  throngh. 

Bclleviie  Hospital  has  commenced  the  English 
system  of  having  out-door  patients  ;  a  very  good 
idea,  but  seriously  injuring  Demilt  Dispensary,  which 
is  located  close  by,  and  which  has  heretofore  been 
considered  as  the  only  dispensary  worth  the  students' attention. 

The  French  Conscription. 

The  year's  conscription  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men,  which  is  just  over,  shows,  it  is  said,  a  large 
increase  in  France  in  the  number  of  the  sickly  and 
the  deformed,  of  the  class  who  are  below  even  the 
small  stature  of  the  approved  conscript. — Lancet  and Observer. 

Induction  of 'Premature  Labor. 
Professor  Giordaxo  tells  us  that  the  best  method 

of  inducing  premature  labor  is  cauterization  of  the 
neck  of  the  womb  with  lunar  caustic.  This,  he 
says,  excels  all  other  methods. — Amer.  Med.  Times. 

Vivisection. 
The  deputation  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention 

of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  which  some  time  since  waited 
on  the  Emperor  Napoleon  to  protest  against  the 
practice  of  vivisection,  have  been  rewarded  by  an 
ordinance  of  police,  which  places  a  check  on  this 
practice.  The  veterinary  and  anatomical  schools  are 
therefore  expected  to  relinquish  it  entirely. — London Lancet. 

The  Upas  Poison. 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  Abeille  ̂ Tedlccde  that  a 

scientific  gentleman  of  Berlin  recently  took  three 
grains  of  the  upas.    He  immediately  felt  an  exhila- 

ration of  spirits,  followed  by  headache  ;  in  half  an 
hour  this  was  succeeded  by  spasmodic  convulsions  j 
and  other  symptoms.    On  removal  to  the  hospital,  ; 
an  emetic  and  opiates  were  administered.    He  recov 
ercd  in  six  days. —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 

NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

METEOROLO  GY. 
[yoL.  X. 

DIED. 

BARTtKTT.— At  Mifldletotrn  Point,  N.  .T.,  Aug.  25,  Dr.  John S.  Bartlett,  In  the  TM  year  of  his  age.    He  was  an  Englishman 
by  Ijirih,  a  j:enlleinau  of  fine  literary  talent,  twenty-six  years  j 
proprietor  of  the  "New  York  Albion,"  and  subsequently  of 
the  "Anglo  Saxon,"  published  in  Boston. 
BLATCHFORn  — In  Troy,  New  York,  on  Sunday,  August  23, T.  WickoH  Hlatchford,  of  New  York,  son  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Blatch- 

ford,  aged  43  years  and  six  months. 
.  Brow.n  — In  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Brown,  of  the 
'^)ne  Hundred  and  Seventy-fourth  Kfginient,  New  York  State Volnnteer«,  formerly  of  New  York  City,  la  the  39th  year  of hi*  age. 
Davih.— On  Thursday,  AnguRt  20,  off  Cape  Hattoras,  Norlh 

Carolina,  Luth<T  DaviH,  a  mfinb<-r  of  the  Ninth  Kegiment, 
New  .Jer'-py  V'.lnnt«-f'rH,  son  of  Dr.  riharles  Daviw,  of  I'liiliips- 
burgh.  New  Jersey,  of  bilious  fever,  in  the  21st  year  of  his 
age. 
00MI50ER.— On  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  Thomas 

PiMmore,  son  of  Dr.  William  H.  and  C.  E,  Gomiuger,  in  the 
16th  year  of  his  age. 
8TKVK5R05.— On  Tuesday  morning,  Aug.  2f>,  at  his  late  resl- 

dence.  No.  15  Haniitoa  street,  N.  \  .,  Dr.  John  B.  Stevenson, 
aged  6S  years.  ' 
WAixwRtonT. — In  New  Orleans,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  C,  of 

typhoid  fever,  arqnlred  In  camp  before  Vlcksburgh,  Dr.' D. Wadsworth  Wainwright,  Surgeon  U.  8.  V.,  in  the  Slst  year of  hU  age. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  arc  not  authors, 

wc  will  state  tliat  manuscript  intended  for  pub- 
lication MUST  BE  WRITTEN  ON  BUT  ONE  SIDE  of  the 

sliect.  If  greater  care  was  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be  saved  to  printers, 
and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  dcsirinj,^  old  back  numbers  (excepting 

Nos.  304,  305,  308,  309,  and  310,  which  are  still  due, 
and  will  be  sent)  will  please  remember  and  send 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  for  postage,  as  many  of 
the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 
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Treatment. 

There  is  probably  no  disease  in  the  treatment  of 
which  a  greater  variety  of  remedies  has  been  pro- 

posed than  in  that  of  diphtheria. 
Tracing  back  its  history  to  the  most  remote 

periods,  from  which  date  our  first  accounts  of  the 
disease,  we  can  find  no  uniformity  among,  and  but 
little  to  encourage  us  in  the  views  of  the  earlier 
physicians  on  its  treatment.  The  time  is  still 
fresh  in  our  recollection  (for  many  years  have  not 
yet  passed)  when  many  practitioners  were  accus- 

tomed to  regard  it  as  a  sthenic  disease,  requiring 
for  its  cure,  in  almost  every  instance,  depressants, 
counter  irritation,  evacuants,  and  not  unfrequently 
even  bloodletting.  Mercury,  in  some  form  or  other, 
had  a  goodly  number  of  advocates,  and  by  such,  no 
matter  in  what  form  the  disease  presented,  this 
remedy  was  extensively  used  in  and  considered 
alike  applicable  to  every  case.  There  were  others 
•again  who  regarded  local  applications  as  the  treat- 

ment par  excellence,  and  these  were  accustomed 
to  rely,  almost  exclusively,  upon  the  application 
to  the  fauces  of  nitrate  of  silver,  the  mineral 
acids,  etc. 

During  the  last  few  years,  however,  since  the 
experience  of  the  profession  with  the  disease  has 
become  more  enlarged,  and  their  acquaintance  with 
its  true  nature  more  extended,  the  principles  of 
treatment  have  been  established  upon  a  more 
rational  basis ;  and,  although  there  are  still  differ- 

ences of  opinion  in  regard  to  minor  points  on  this 
subject,  upon  its  main  features  there  is  now  a  very 
general  unanimity.  That  we  may  justly  claim  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  means  of  cure  for- 

merly resorted  to  in  the  management  of  diphtheria, , 
no  reasonable  mind  will,  for  a  moment,  dispute. 

This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  every  one  who  has  taken  the  pains  to  keep 

pace  with  the  advance  in  medical  science,  and 
who  will  compare  the  results  of  former  treatment 
with  the  results  of  the  therapeutics  of  the  pre- sent day. 

It  must  still,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
there  has,  as  yet,  been  discovered  no  specific  anti- 

dote to  the  poison  of  this  disease,  and  notwith- 
standing the  alleged  success  which  some  writers 

claim  to  have  had  from  this  or  that  particular 
remedy,  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  it,  when  it 
occurs  in  a  malignant  form,  will,  even  under  our 
improved  plans  of  treatment,  be  such  as  to  very 
soon  cool  the  ardor  of  him  who  trusts  confidingly 
in  vaunted  specifics  or  relies  implicitly  on  the 
assertions  of  those  who,  under  their  favorite  mode 

of  treatment,  "have  never  lost  a  case."  In  com- 
paring the  great  success  of  some  practitioners,  as 

occasionally  published  in  the  medical  periodicals 
of  the  day,  with  the  entire  failure  of  others  of  no 
less  eminence  and  ability  in  the  management  of 

diphtheria,  the  inquiry  naturally  arises — Whence 
this  great  disparity  in  the  results  of  treatment  ? 
Its  solution,  no  doubt,  is  to  be  found  in  this — that 
the  former  were  favored  with  a  peculiarly  mild 
form  of  the  disease,  whilst  the  latter  may  have 
had  to  do  with  cases  of  more  than  usual  malig- 

nancy. That  a  certain  proportion  of  deaths  will 
occur  in  malignant  cases  under  even  the  most 
skillful  management,  no  one  can  truthfully  deny  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  statement  is  equally 
true,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  same  cases 
will  recover  under  timely  and  appropriate  treat- 
ment. 

In  judging  of  the  efficacy  of  any  therapeutic 
means  resorted  to  in  the  cure  of  diphtheria,  it  is 
important  to  recollect  that  in  this,  as  in  many 
other  diseases,  there  is  every  conceivable  grade  of 
severity,  and  whilst  some  cases  will  end  in  re- 

covery with  little  or  no  treatment,  there  are  others 
which,  in  spite  of  all  the  remedies  with  which  we 
are  at  present  acquainted,  will  run  on  rapidly  to  a 
fatal  termination.  During  the  epidemic  preva- 

lence of  diphtheria  there  is  a  third  class  of  cases  of 
intermediate  severity  which  most  usually  comes 
under  the  notice  of  the  physicians.  These  cases,  if 
left  to  themselves  or  badly  treated,  will  generally 
die,  and  it  is  in  this  form  of  the  disease  that  the 
importance  of  timely  and  judicious  interference 
becomes  apparent.    If  there  are  any  points  which 
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of  the  physician,  tliey  are  as  follows  :  In  diphtheria 
he  has  a  specific  disease,  one  in  which  there  is  a  poi- 

son to  be  eliminated  from  the  blood  and  in  which 
death,  unless  accidentally  caused  by  mechanical  ob- 

structions to  the  respiration  by  the  extension  of  the 
exudation  to  the  larynx,  usually  results  from  asthenia. 

So  well  are  these  facts  beginning  to  be  recog- 
nized among  the  observing  portion  of  the  profes- 
sion, that  the  number  of  those  willing  to  risk 

depletory  or  depressing  means  in  its  treatment, 
is  now  exceedingly  small.  That  it  is  essentially 
an  asthenic  disease,  and  requires  from  its  incep- 

tion, or  very  soon  thereafter,  a  sustaining  course 
seems,  at  the  present  day,  to  be  clearly  estab- 
lished. 

The  main  objects,  therefore,  to  be  kept  steadily 
in  view  are,  to  support  the  system  during  the  pro- 

gress of  the  disease,  and  conduct  the  patient  safely 
to  its  termination.  These  are  best  accomplished 
by  the  early  and  persistent  use  of  nourishing 
and  easily  digestible  food,  by  the  administration 
of  tonics  and  stimulants,  and  especially  by  the 
observance  of  those  hygienic  regulations  which  con- 

duce to  cleanliness  of  person  and  surroundings 
and  a  proper  attention  to  ventilation. 

Hygienic  Munagement. — This  we  consider  of  pri- 
mary importance  in  the  cure  of  all  bad  cases  of 

the  disease.     It  must  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 

every  practitioner  who  has  had  the  requisite  ex- 
perience, to  observe  how  favorably  diphtheria  may 

be  modified  by  the  observance  of  strict  hygienic 
rules  alone,  and  often  before  any  other  remedial 
means  have  been  brought  into  play.    The  occa- 

sions are  not  infrequent  when  the  physician  is 
called  upon  to  contend  with  this  disease  occurring 
in  the  abode  of  filth  and  misery — the  home  of  a 
family  poor  in  every  thing  save  in  the  number  of 
its  constituents.    Here  he  witnesses  generally  the 
epidemic  in  its  malignant  form,  and  under  condi- 

tions very  adverse  to  successful  treatment.  The 
first  few  cases  are  rapidly  fatal ;  not  so  much  so 
perhaps  for  tlie  want  of  medical  skill  or  treatment 
as  on  account  of  the  disease  attacking  those  in 
whom  there  exists  great  depression  of  the  vital 
forces  ̂ nd  a  peculiar  state  of  the  system  engen- 

dered by  the  circumstances  in  which  the  most 
destitute  of  our  race  are  obliged  to  live.    To  add 
to  the  severity  of  a  malady  already  sufficiently 

grave,  from  causes  just  enumerated,  the  erro- 
neous impression  exists  among  the  ignorant  that 

in  hickne.ss  every  avenue  to  the  approacli  of  light 
and  air  must  be  carefully  avoided.   A  number  arc; 

huddled  together  in  a  small,  unventilated  apart- 
HK-nt,  which  must  answer  for  all  the  purposes  of 

cooking,  eating  and  sleeping  for  a  numerous  house- 
hold.   The  consequence  is,  an  atmosphere  is  geno- 

undermine  the  health  of  even  the  most  robust  con- 
stitution, and  make  its  possessor  doubly  suscepti- 

ble to  any  epidemic  influence  that  may  be  prevail- 
ing.   What  wonder  that  the  mortality  of  any 

disease  should  be  frightful  under  the  circum- 
stances?   The  air,  poisoned  by  the  emanations 

from  their  own  bodies,  but  aggravates  ten-fold  the 
depression  consequent  upon  unwholesome  and  in- 

sufficient food,  and  renders  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
ease an  easy  prey  to  the  fell  destroyer.  The 

system,  when  invaded  by  sickness,  under  such 
conditions,  is  found  to  possess  but  little  reactive 
power,  and  if  the  causes,  which  originally  gave 
rise  to  this  state,  are  permitted  to  continue  in 
operation,  no  surprise  need  be  excited  at  the  fruit- 
lessness  of  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  nature  or  art 
in  the  cure  of  the  disease.    The  patient  is  dead 
almost  before  any  attempt  at  the  elimination  of 
the  diphtheritic  poison  has  been  made,  and  with- 

out proper  precaution,  every  inmate  of  the  infected 
dwelling  must  speedily  follow  in  his  wake.  These 
are  the  cases  in  which  the  skill  of  the  physician  is 
most  sorely  tried.    He  may,  perhaps,  be  too  late 
in  enforcing  the  observance  of  ventilation,  cleanli- 

ness, appropriate  nourishment,  and  segregation  of 
cases  for  those  already  fairly  within  the  grasp  of  the 
disease,  but  the  effect  of  such  advice  tells  power- 

fully upon  those  subsequently  taken  ill  of  it.  We 
have  frequently  seen  reports  in  which  entire  fami- 

lies are  said  to  have  died,  one  after  another,  in 
rapid  succession,  from  the  ravages  of  diphtheria, 
and  have  had  the  misfortune  on  several  occasions 
to  lose  two  of  a  family,  where  the  surroundings 
were  such  as  greatly  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 
Yet,  whenever  the  necessary  hygienic  regulations 
were  properly  observed  from  the  beginning,  the 
cases  subsequently  attacked   exhibited  a  much 
greater  amount  of  reactive  power,  showing  an  in- 

creased effort  on  the  part  of  nature  in  the  elimina-  ̂  
tion  of  the  poison  from  the  blood,  and  affording 
more  time  to  bring  into  play  the  therapeutic  means 
necessary  to  assist  nature.    That  the  malignancy 
of  the  disease,  in  instances  such  as  those  just  re- 

ferred to,  is,  in  a  very  great  part,  due  to  the 
enfeebled  condition  of  the  constitution,  arising 
from  neglect  of  proper  hygienic  rules,  we  have  no 
doubt  whatever.    The  epidemic  influence  is  inten- 

sified by  local  causes,  such  as  previously  referred 
to,  and  in  consequence  of  which  an  atmosphere  is 
generated,  which  cannot  but  exercise  a  most  inju- 

rious influence  upon  those  living  within  its  sphere. 
Acting  from  such  convictions,  our  first  endeavor 
on  such  occasions  has  been  to  remove  everything 
that  may  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  restoration 
of  the  vital  forces  to  their  highest  condition  of 
healthful  activity.    This  being  accomplished,  we 
have  then  reasonable  hopes  of  our  ability  to  do 

rated  which  will,  no  matter  how  slowly,  still  surely,  j  good  by  the  administration  of  medicines. 
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Therapeutic  Treatment. 
In  the  administration  of  medicines  in  diphtheria, 

our  first  aim  should  be  to  select,  if  possible,  such 
remedies  as  are  capable  of  neutralizing  the  poison 
of  the  disease,  and  of  assisting  nature  in  its  elimi- 

nation. No  precise  formula  can  be  given  for  the 
treatment  of  all  cases,  for,  as  in  other  diseases,  so 
in  this,  there  may  be  little  uniformity  in  the  cases 

presenting,  and  so  great  a  diSerence  in  the  indica- 
tions of  remedies, » that  in  its  management  the 

practitioner  must,  to  a  great  extent,  be  guided  by 
general  principles.  The  prudent  attendant  will, 
therefore,  depend  much  upon  his  own  judgment  as 
to  the  means  used  to  conduct  it  to  a  favorable 
issue  ;  and,  although  he  may  have  learned  to  rely 
upon  a  certain  course  of  treatment,  applicable  to 
a  majority  of  cases,  his  main  object  must  be  to 
combat  symptoms  as  they  arise  in  each  individual 
case  of  the  disease.  .  In  that  form,  in  which  from 
the  beginning  constitutional  symptoms  predomi- 

nate, there  is  every  variety  of  grade,  ranging  from 
a  small  and  circumscribed  yellovrish  exudation  on 
one  or  both  tonsils,  surrounded  by  a  bright  red 
condition  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  gland, 
to  an  ashy-grey  coating  over  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
the  tonsils,  uvula  and  pharynx,  accompanied  with 
gangrenous  sloughing  of  one  or  all  the  parts,  and 
much  external  swelling.  The  former  and  milder 
form,  C although  the  sequelae  sometimes  occur  even 
in  the  mildest  cases,)  is  self-limited,  and  if  occur- 

ring in  a  tolerably  healthy  constitution,  and  under 
favorable  hygienic  conditions,  will  generally  end 
in  recovery  without  any  medication  ;  the  latter  and 
gangrenous  form,  although  much  influenced,  and 
often  promptly  arrested  by  judicious  interference, 
is  sometimes  totally  unmanagable  under  any  form 
of  treatment. 

In  the  milder  form  of  diphtheria,  in  which  the 

pulse,  though  considerably  quickened,  is  open  and 
full,  and  the  exudation  mostly  confined  to  the 
tonsils,  and  of  a  bright  buff  color,  we  have  found 
nothing  more  necessary  than  a  mild  purge,  fol- 

lowed by  chlorate  of  potash,  in  from  five  to  ten 

grain  doses,  every  three  hours.  Marked  relief  fol- 
lows in  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  after 

the  first  administration  of  the  salt,  and  recovery  is 
thereby  much  hastened,  so  that  in  several  days 
the  patient  may  be  discharged.  In  the  severer  type 
of  the  disease,  in  which  the  exudation  is  more  dull 
or  ashy,  the  surrounding  borders  livid,  the  breath 
foul,  and  a  greater  tendency  to  sloughing,  we  add 
to  each  dose  of  the  chlorate  of  potash  from  five  to 
twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  chloride  of  iron.  In 
addition  to  this,  and  at  the  same  time  of  adminis- 

tration, we  always  give  quinine  in  from  one  to 
three  grain  doses,  and  in  a  bad  case,  especially 
where  there  is  much  frequency  and  feebleness  of 
the  pulse,  we  would  by  no  means  be  willing  to 

relinquish  this  remedy.  In  cases  having  a  gan- 
grenous tendency  especially,  we  are  disposed  to 

look  for  signal  benefit  from  the  use  of  quinine  ; 
and,  since  we  have  used  it  freely,  in  conjunction 
with  the  above  named  remedies,  we  have  seen 
recoveries  brought  about  in  cases  which  our  former 
experience  would  have  warranted  us  in  pronouncing 
hopeless.  In  these  cases,  too,  the  regular  and 
systematic  administration  of  nourishment  and 
stimulants  becomes  absolutely  indispensable. 
When  these  cannot  be  given  by  the  mouth  on 
account  of  difficalty,  or  impossibility  of  degluti- 

tion, they  must  be  given  by  injection  frequently, 
and  in  such  quantities  as  can  be  easily  retained  by 
the  bowel. 

These,  with  the  exception  of  some  local  treat- 
ment, to  which  we  shall  presently  refer,  are  the 

means  upon  which  we  are  accustomed  to  rely  in 
the  description  of  cases  above  given  ;  and,  although 
we  do  not  contend  that  a  cure  will  invariably  fol- 

low, we  confidently  expect  recovery  in  cases  of 
great  malignancy,  provided  we  see  the  patient 
early,  and  our  directions  are  fully  complied  with. 

In  that  class  of  cases  in  which  the  disease  in- 
vades the  larynx,  threatening  death  by  sufibcation, 

or  when,  as  occasionally  happens,  it  originates  in 
this  locality,  the  prospects,  under  any  circum- 

stances, are  extremely  unfavorable.  Always  antici- 
pating this  condition  of  things,  we  have,  for  a  long 

time,  been  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  chlorate  of 
potash  as  a  preventive. 

Our  experience  with  this  remedy  in  variou3 
afiections  of  the  mucous  membranes,  as  well  as  in 
the  form  of  the  disease  under  consideration,  ex- 

tends back  over  a  period  of  now  nearly  ten  years, 
during  which  time  we  have  had  abundant  evi- 

dence of  its  anti-diphtheritic  influence,  and  we  are 
firmly  convinced  that  its  virtues  are,  even  at  this 
day,  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  profession. 
When,  however,  croupal  symptoms  have  become 
fully  established,  our  chief  reliance  has  been  in 
sulphate  of  copper  given  to  the  production  of  free 
emesis,  and  at  such  intervals  as  the  urgency  of 
the  dyspnoea  may  seem  to  require — with  this,  or 
in  the  intervals  between  the  emetic,  we  give  calo- 

mel in  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  system  is  properly  supported 
by  appropriate  nourishment  and  stimulants.  Until 
we  had  adopted  this  plan,  now  about  two  years 
ago,  we  were  in  the  habit  in  these  cases  of  giving 
invariably  an  unfavorable  prognosis.  We  had 
never  seen  a  case  recover. 

With  the  sulphate  of  copper  and  mercurial  treat- 
ment we  have,  since  we  first  adopted  it,  seen  a 

number  of  recoveries  from  this  hitherto  hopeless 
condition  ;  and  in  some  other  cases,  in  which  the 
same  means  were  resorted  to,  although  the  laryn- 

geal complication  was  overcome,  the  patients  died 
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part  of  this  disease. 

[To  be  continiied.] 

SARRACENIA  PURPUREA 
In  the  Treatment  of  Variola,  with  Cases  and 

Remarks. 

By  a.  N.  McDowell,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A., 
of  L'onton,  Mo. 

Symptoms  of  Variola. 
The  patient  complains  of  severe  pain  in  the 

limbs  and  lumbar  region ;  when  the  eruption 
appears  the  pain  is  relieved,  and  the  patient  will 
often  remark  that  he  is  well.  There  is  soreness  of 
the  fauces.  If  you  examine  you  will  find  the 
eruption  appearing  in  the  throat  and  more  ad- 

vanced than  upon  the  skin.  These  are  diagnostic 
marks,  you  see  them  in  every  case.  If  you  have 
diarrhoea  in  the  outset  of  the  disease,  the  prognosis 
is  very  unfavorable. 

Is  it  a  sthenic  or  asthenic  disease  ?  As  I  have 
seen  it,  and  as  it  occurs  in  our  army  hospitals,  it 
most  certainly  belongs  to  the  latter  class,  and 
calls  for  tonic  and  stimulating  treatment. 

Prognosis. 

What  is  the  prognosis  ?  If  the  disease  be  recog- 
nized at  first,  and  properly  treated  and  nursed, 

not  to  have  the  patient  put  off  in  a  pest  house, 
without  fresh  air  and  perfect  ventilation,  and 
seldom,  if  ever,  prescribed  for,  and  then  by  a 
physician  looking  in  at  the  window ;  but  prescribed 
for  and  attended  to  as  in  any  other  disease,  the 
prognosis  is  not  unfavorable.  A  physician  who 
neglects  a  small  small-pox  patient  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  profession. 

Out  of  sixty-two  cases  treated  by  me,  many  of 
them  very  malignant  cases,  I  have  only  lost  three. 

Treatment. 

My  cases  are  all  treated  as  if  the  disease  were  of 
an  astlienic  type,  using  stimulants  freely;  give 
the  patient-s  lager  beer,  ad  libitum  ;  it  is  generally 
very  cooling  and  grateful,  and  relished  well  by  the 
patients,  and  when  taken  with  a  relish  they  all 
lived  ;  also,  whiskey  freely,  in  milk-punch,  but  I 
prefer  beer  if  it  can  be  obtained. 

Diet  to  consist  of  eggs  and  milk.  The  only 
medicine  used  was  the  sarracenia  purpurea.  It  was 
prepared  according  to  the  following  formula:  (I 
used  the  Ifaves  as  I  could  not  get  the  root ;)  one 
and  a  half  ounces  of  leaves  to  one  quart  of  boiling 
water,  V)oiled  down  to  one  and  a  half  pints,  and 
administered,  one  wineglas-sful  every  six  liours. 

The  first  case  in  which  this  remedy  was  used, 

the  patient  was  unprotected  by  vaccination,  and  j 
had  \)€cn  several  montlis  at  this  hof^pital  acting  a 
nurse.  He  was  taken  with  violent  symptoms,  sharp 

pain  in  the  chest,  great  difliculty  of  breathing ; 
in  fact  the  symptoms  were  more  those  of  pleuritis. 
When  the  eruption  appeared,  and  we  determined 
to  use  the  infusion  of  sarracenia,  assuming  that 
if  its  exhibition  in  this  case  was  successful,  it 
might  be  a  useful  remedy.  Our  prejudices  were 
against  the  remedy,  but  it  soon  proved  its  efficacy ; 
the  eruption  came  out  well,  but  instead  of  pro- 

ceeding to  suppuration,  as  usual,  it  began  to  dry 
up ;  the  swelling  was  much  diminished,  because 
there  was  much  less  irritation,  and  the  secondary 
fever  much  milder  and  of  short  duration  ;  in  fact, 
all  the  symptoms  were  greatly  mitigated,  and  in 
a  short  time,  instead  of  scabbing  off  with  the  usual 

fever  and  great  irritation,  the  scales  peeled  oft'  like 
bran.  An  old  nurse  in  attendance  remarked,  "Why, 
doctor,  what  is  the  matter  with  this  patient,  he 
acts  altogether  difierent  from  other  small-pox 
patients ;  he  is  scaling  off,  and  every  day  when  I 
make  his  bed  I  find  about  two  handfuls  of  scales 

like  bran  ! ' '  We  watched  the  case  closely  and  were 
delighted,  in  fact  we  were  satisfied  of  the  triumph 
of  the  remedy. 

Will  it  prevent  pitting  7  Let  the  medicine  speak 
for  itself.  Two  females  were  ordered  into  our  hos- 

pital by  the  post  commander,  both  sick  with  small- 
pox ;  one  had  been  sick  for  two  weeks,  to  this  one 

I  gave  no  sarracenia ;  the  other  was  in  the  second 
day  of  the  eruption  ;  neither  had  ever  been  vacci- 

nated. To  the  latter  I  administered  the  sarracenia 
with  the  same  effect  as  in  the  case  first  described. 
The  one  who  took  none  of  ilie  infusion  was  pitted 
fearfully,  in  fact,  was  scarred  ;  the  skin  of  the 
other  was  smooth,  and  in  a  short  time  every 
vestige  of  variola  disappeared.  Let  me  compare 
those  who  took  no  sarracenia  with  those  who  did, 
and  mark  the  difference.  Having  had  some  cases 
under  treatment  before  I  obtained  the  remedy — 
severe  cases  of  variola  confluens — there  was  great 
swelling,  much  irritation  and  suppuration,  and 
prolonged  suftering,  with  great  puffiness  of  the 
hands  and  face.  On  the  contrary,  those  treated 
with  the  infusion  of  sarracenia,  had  no  suppura- 

tion, the  irritative  fever  was  very  slight,  and  the 
long  and  tedious  stage  of  scabbing  was  passed 
over  by  the  quick  process  of  scaling. 

Surely  a  remedy  that  will  so  hasten,  alleviate, 
and  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  patients,  and  pre- 

vent such  terrible  disfigurement  should  not  be  laid 
aside. 

Of  the  three  who  died,  two  left  camp  on  a 
drunken  spree,  and  having  a  quantity  of  whiskey 
and  fearing  to  return  to  camp  with  it,  they  deter- 

mined to  finish  their  debauch,  and  took  refuge  in 
a  deserted  shanty  in  which  a  female  had  died  the 
day  before  of  confluent  small-pox.  They  laid  down 
upon  her  bed  in  the  midst  of  the  filth  and  there 
remained  drunk  for  two  days  and  nights ;  neither 
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had  been  vaccinated,  and  both  had  variola  maligna. 
From  the  time  of  their  admission  into  hospital 
both  had  bloody  diarrhoea,  nausea,  and  refused 
every  thing,  even  their  favorite  beverage,  whiskey. 

In  the  forty-three  cases  treated  at  the  small-pox 
ward  of  this  hospital,  the  infusion  of  sarracenia 
was  given  in  nearly  every  case,  and  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  of  which  I  have 
given  you  a  truthful  statement,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  sarracenia  purpurea  is  a  most  useful 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  variola. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Kemarkable  Arrest  of  Cancerous  Disease  by 
"  Operation. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Xew  York  Pathological 
Society,  Dr.  Conant  referred  to  a  remarkable  Instance 
of  arrest  of  cancerous  disease  by  operation,  which 
had  occurred  twenty  years  ago,  lu  the  practice  of  Dr. 
]SIrsssT.  The  disease  tirst  made  Its  appearance  in 
the  thumb,  and  that  member  was  amputated  ;  recur- 

ring in  the  stump,  the  hand  was  amputated  ;  and 
continuing  to  return,  the  fore-arm,  arm  and  shoulder 
were  successive^  removed  :  and  last  of  all  it  was 
found  necessary  by  Dr.  Ckosbt,  who  then  had  charge 
of  the  case,  to  remove  the  scapula  and  clavicle.  The 
disease  never  returned  after  this  last  operation,  and 
the  subject  of  this  series  of  operations  Is  now  per- 

fectly well. — Boston  JTed.  a  fid  Surg.  Journal. 
Ovariotomy — A  Complicated  Case. 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  Dublin  Medical 
Press  says  : 

"I  was  present  last  week  at  an  operation  at  King's 
College  Hospital,  which  Is  of  great  interest  to  the 
ovarlotonilsts,  and  which  Is  exciting  some  Interest, 
where  an  ovarian  tumor  was  removed  by  Mr.  Henry 
Smith,  and  v/here  the  most  formidable  difficulties 
were  not  only  met  with,  but  overcome.  The  tumor, 
which  was  of  several  years  growth,  and  was  of  a 
seml-solld  nature,  was  found,  when  the  abdomen  was 
opened,  to  be  firmly  adherent  on  all  sides.  Almost 
the  entire  of  its  anterior  surface  was  tirmly  attached 
both  to  the  omentum  and  the  abdominal  wall,  and 
when  these  adhesions  were  torn  away,  and  the  tumor 
was  exposed,  it  was  found  that  It  was  still  very  firmly 
attached,  both  posteriorly  and  laterally,  to  the  Intes- 

tines and  mesentery;  consequently,  the  greatest  care 
was  necessary  In  separating  them,  so  as  to  avoid 
wounding  the  Intestines.  This  was  effected,  how- 

ever, and  the  entire  mass  was  removed  after  a  pro- 
longed and  most  difficult  series  of  manoeuvres,  and 

perhaps  no  case  has  yet  occurred  where  so  many 
difficulties  were  met  Avlth  and  overcome,  a^  existed 
in  Mr.  Smith's  patient.  It  was  supposed  by  most 
persons  who  witnessed  the  operation,  that  the  patient 
could  not  survive  many  hours,  but  It  appears  she  has 
rallied  from  the  shock,  and  the  last  tidings  I  heard 
of  her,  on  the  seventh  day  after  the  operation,  was 
that  she  was  doing  well." 

A  TTew  Method  of  Auto-Op hthalmoscopy. 
M.  GiRAUD  Teulox  lately  submitted  to  the  Acad- 

emy of  Medicine  of  Paris  an  Instrument  composed 
of  two  plane  mirrors,  inclined  one  upon  the  other,  at 

angles  of  ninety-six  degrees.  The  objective  lens  of 
the  ophthalmoscope  is  placed  before  one  of  the  mir- 

rors, and  before  the  other  an  ordinary  ophthalmo- 
scopic mirror.  The  left  eye  is  then  put  in  contact 

with  the  left  mirror  and  the  lens,  the  right  eye  with 
the  ophthalmoscope  or  the  mirror  of  the  right  side. 
A  lamp  is  now  placed  on  the  right,  as  in  ordinary 
exploration,  and  the  auto-examinatlon  of  the  right 
eye  is  then  very  easy.  M.  Giraud  Teulox  has  used 
the  instrument  upon  himself  with  great  success. — Dublin  Med.  Press. 

Treatment  of  Ringworm. 
Dr.  Alexander  Lane,  R.  N.,  writing  from  Nova 

Scotia,  to  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  gives  the  follow- 
ing as  his  method  of  treating  ringworm  : 

For  the  cure  of  ringworm,  I  take  two  drachms  of 
pure  iodine,  and  rub  down  with  it  in  one  ounce  and 
a  half  of  spirits  of  wine  as  much  of  the  pure  hydrio- 
date  of  potash  as  will  dissolve  it.  I  paint  the  parts 
affected  with  this  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil 
every  two  hours  until  the  parts  become  quite  black, 
extending  the  application  one-quarter  of  an  inch 
over  Uie  edge  of  the  parts  affected,  and  at  each  appli- 

cation you  will  have  to  rub  It  over  half  a  dozen  times 
or  more.  This  takes  off  the  skin  in  large  flakes,  as 
the  case  may  be.  I  continue  the  application  until  I 
have  a  perfectly  new  skin  formed.  I  have  never 
known  it  fall  when  properly  used  and  proper  atten- 

tion paid.  The  parts  should  be  excluded  from  the 
atmosphere  by  means  of  adhesive  plaster. 

Permanganate  of  Potash  as  a  Disinfectant. 
Dr.  Ploss  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  disin- 

fecting power  of  this  substance.  It  effectually  re- 
moves all  smell  from  the  most  stinking  suppurating 

sores  and  discharges.  Most  remarkable  results  of 
this  kind  have  followed  its  injection,  repeated  several 
times  a  day,  in  cases  of  cancer  of  the  uterus— half 
a  drachm  to  eight  ounces  of  distilled  water  being  a 
good  proportion.  In  the  case  of  open  wounds  and 
ulcers,  all  the  dressings  covering  them  should  be 
moistened  with  the  solution.  Xo  means  succeeds  ^ 
more  rapidly  than  this  in  removing  the  disagreeable 
smell  of  the  hands  after  the  performance  of  autopsies, 
for  which  purpose  a  stronger  solution  (3  ss  ad  ̂ j.) 
may  be  employed.  It  is  far  superior  to  chlorine  in 
its  "eiTects,  which  are  not,  as  Is  the  case  with  that substance,  fugitive.  For  this  reason  it  is  a  superior 
propliylactlc,  applied  to  the  hands  oi  acLOucheurs,  to 
chlorine  In  puerperal  fever.  In  ozoena  it  is  strough'- to  be  recommended,  the  solution  (3ss  ad  5  vili.) 
being  introduced  into  the  nares  by  means  of  a 
caoutchouc  syphon.  In  bad  smells  of  the  mouth, 
resulting  from  carious  teeth,  it  is  an  admirable  means, 
a  little  cotton  wool  being  moistened  in  a  weak  solu- 

tion. Finally,  the  permanganate  is  to  be  recom- 
mended as  a  wash  for  stinking  feet.  This  remedy 

deeply  stains  linen  it  comes  In  contact  Mith,  but  the 
spots  may  be  removed  by  means  of  the  sulphate  of 
iron. — Am.  Drngf/ist^  Circular  from  Varjes^  ZeitscJiriJl^ 
N.  S.,  vol.  i.,  p.  187. 
We  observe  that  Surgeon-General  Hammond  has 

added  the  Permanganate  of  Potash  to  the  Medical 
Supply  Table  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  recommends 
Its  use  in  a  special  order  as  a  disinfectant  and 
deodorizer. 

Gaiib.ldi's  Wound. 
Dr.  OccHiPiNTi  states  that  the  wound  in  Gari- 

baldi's foot  is  completely  cicatrised ;  and  that  the 
General  now  takes  horse-exercise.  He  expects  that 
in  two  months,  Garibaldi  will  be  able  to  get  about 
without  crutches. 
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THE  NEW  PHARMACOPCEIA.* 

There  are  certainly  hundreds,  probably  thou- 

sands of  physicians  in  this  country  who  have 

never  seen  the  Pharmacopoeia,  some  probably  do 

not  even  know  what  the  term  means  ;  so  we  may 

be  pardoned  for  occupying  some  space  with  a 

sketch,  partly  historical,  partly  descriptive,  and 

partly  critical  of  this  truly  national  work,  espe-  j 

cially  of  the  new  edition  just  issued.  I 

One  of  the  first  necessities  of  men  in  any  pro- 

fessional or  other  associated  labor,  is  to  provide 

for  established  and  recognized  standards  of  prac- 

ten  years  since  its  original  issue ;  Pharmacopoeial 
Conventions  having  been  held  successively  in 

j  Washington  in  1830,  1840,  1850  and  1860,  at  each 
'  of  which  the  general  features  of  the  work  were 
submitted  to  discussion,  and  the  revision  and 

publication  intrusted  to  a  committee.  The  late 

coiVimittee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin Bache,  of  this  city,  has,  like  its  predecessors, 

held  its  meetings  in  Philadelphia,  and  here  issued 
the  work. 

The  general  features  of  former  Pharmacopoeias 
will  not  be  so  interesting  to  the  reader  as  those  of 
the  edition  just  issued,  and  we  therefore  proceed 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  arrangement  and  structure 

of  the  work  as  at  present  constituted.  The  pri- 
mary division  is  into  the  list  of  materia  jnedica 

and  preparations.    In  the  list  are  enumerated  the 
tice.    Especially  in  the  progress  of  medicine  was .       ̂       .       „         J-      leading  drugs  used  in  medicine,  of  mineral,  vege- 
this  want  early  felt.    The  introduction  of  remedies  <  ^       ̂   '  « table  and  animal  origin.  The  object  of  this  is  to 

give  the  correct  name  of  each  of  these,  a  matter  of 

very  great  importance  in  view  of  the  numerous 

and  indefinite  synonyms  used  in  common  lan- 
guage ;  also,  to  define  the  properties  by  which 

they  may  be  severally  identified,  and  the  sources, 
botanical,  etc.,  from  which  they  are  derived.  The 
list  does  not  include  all  the  crude  medicines  in 

use,  but  such  of  them  as  the  authors  of  the  work 

consider  as  of  such  permanent  reputation  as  to  jus- 

tify their  being  made  official — this  term  having  a 
technical  application  to  medicines  authorized  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia.  There  are  two  lists,  primary 

and  secondary,  the  latter  designed  to  include  some 
drugs,  chiefly  indigenous  to  our  own  country, 
which  are,  as  it  were,  on  trial  and  liable  to  be 
promoted  into  a  full  officinal  position  in  the  course 
of  future  revisions.  It  is  also  a  convenient  place  to 

drop  some  "obsolescent"  remedies,  such  as  cow- 

j  hage,  pellitory,  simaruba  bark,  and  tormentil, 
!  which,  having  fallen  into  disuse,  are  still  worthy 
to  be  kept  in  respectful  remembrance.  Among 
the  medicines  now  for  the  first  time  found  in  the 

primary  list,  are  arnica  flowers,  which  we  doubt 
not  are  now  as  extensively  employed  in  the  form 
of  tincture  as  any  other  external  remedy;  chiretta, 

a  popular  tonic,  resembling  quassia,  in  therapeu- 

•  ThU  article  wa*  ̂ rltun  by  Mr.  Edward  Parrisft,  a  di8-  I  tical  applications;  ignatia,  the  poisonous  seed  of 
«nguinh«54i  pharmac»«aii»t  of  this  city,  an'i  it  «*;oined  to  pobhchh  gtrychnos  St.  Ignatia,  from  which  is  prepared  the 
»o  much  interest  and  Ijnportance  that  w*;  iuscrt  It  aH  aa  edi-  ,  ,       ,  ,   .  . 
^^^j  ,  extract  so  much  employed  as  a  powerful  tonic 

frequently  of  empyrical  origin,  the  constituents  of 

which  were  carefully  concealed ;  the  prevalence  of  j 

crude  methods  of  medication  not  sanctioned  by  j 

reason  or  experience,  and  the  ignorance  of  materia  j 

medica  so  generally  prevalent  even  among  those  j 

making  pretensions  to  medical  skill,  early  called  ̂  

for  the  publication  of  some  authoritative  exposi-  j 
tion  of  the  remedies  constituting  the  arcana  of  the  | 

profession.  I 

From  this  want  originated  Pharmacopeias,  first  | 

issued  by  colleges  and  learned  bodies,  couched  in 

the  language  of  science,  and  designed  for  the 

select  few  who,  in  early  days,  were  distinctively 

denominated  the  learned.  These,  in  their  occasional 

revision  exhibit  one  important  phase  of  the  gra 

dual  advancement  of  medicine,  from  a  crude  and 

empyrical  art  to  its  present  advanced  condition  as 
a  humane  and  liberal  science. 

The  Pharmacopoeias  of  Europe,  and  especially 

those  of  the  three  colleges  of  London,  Edinburgh, 

and  Dublin,  w<^ro  in  use  in  the  United  States  until 

the  year  1820,  when  an  effort,  originating  in  the  j 
New  York  State  Medical  Society,  and  combining  the  , 

several  medical  organizations,  culminated  in  the 

first  edition  of  the  United  States  Pliarmacopooia.  I 

This  work  has  been  subjected  to  revision  every  i 
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Extractum  Hvoscvami  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum  Ignatis  Alcoiioli- cam. 
Extractum  IpecacuanLse  Flu- 

idam. 
Exrractum  Lupuiicse  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum  Pnmi  Yirgiuianse 
Fluidum. 

Extractum  Sarsaparillse  Flu- 

A  cecum  Lobeliae. 
Acetum  SaDguinarife. 
Acidum  Hydriodicum  Dilutum. 
Acidam  Xitromoriaticum  Dilu- 

tum. 
Acidum  Piiosphoricum  Dilu- 

tum. 
Acidum  Fulphurosum. 
Acidum  Valeriamcum. 
.Sther  Fortior. 
Aloe  Puriflcata. 
Aluminse  Sulphas, 
Ammouiae  Valeriana s. 
Antimonii  Oxidum. 
Antimonii  OxTsalphuretum. 
Aqua  Aurantii  Fiorum. 
Aqua  CMorinii. 
Aqua  Greasoti. 
Atropia. 
Atropiffi  Sulphas. 
Bismuthi  Subcarbonas. 
Cadmii  Sulphas. 
Calcis  Phosphas  Prsecipitata. 
Ceratum  Extracti  Cantharidis. 
Cinchoniae  Sulphas. 
Collodinm  cum  Cantharide. 
Emplastrum  Antimonii. 
Emplastrum  Aruicas. 
Emplastrum  Picis  Canadensis. 
Extractum    Arnica  Alcoholi- 

cum. 
Extractum  Buchu  Fluidum. 
Extractum  Cannabis  Purifica- 

tam. 
Extractum   Cimicifuga  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum  Ginchonae  Fluidum.    Ferri  Pyrophosphas. 
Extractum    Colchici    Kadicis   Ferri  Sulphas  Exsiccata 
Fluidum.  Infusum  Juniperi. 

Extractum   Golchici    Seminis    Infusum  Pareirse. 
Fluidum.  Infusum  Picis  Liquidae. 

Extractum  Golocynthidis  Alco-   Infusum  Salvia. 

Mel  Sodae  Boratis. 
Mistura  Chloroformi. 
Oleoresina  Capsici. 
Oleoresina  Lupulinae. 
1  'leoresina  Zingiberis. 
Oleum  Erigerontis  Canaden sis. 

Pilulae  Aloes  et  Mastiches. 
Pilulae  Antimonii  Compositae.  Tinctura  Arnicae. 

Tinctura  Gannabis. 
Tinctura  Opii  Deodorata. rientes. 

Pulvis  Ehei  Compositus 
Quiniae  Valerianas. 
Eesina  Jalapae. 
r.esina  Podophylli. 
P.-sina  Scammonii. 
Sa^:-;' :i:um. 
>  _  -lie  A'a^-rianas. 
-piritus  Anisi. 

We  insert  this  list  because  it  shows  to  those 

familiar  with  the  previous  editions  of  the  hational 
standard,  the  progress  made  during  the  past  ten 
rears,  which  has  induced  the  highly  conservative 
Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication  to  add  so 

large  a  number  of  valuable  preparations  to  those 
previouslv  officinal,  fa  few  old  preparations  are 
dismissed  from  this  edition,  and  because  it  serves 

i^^xm^simpU fluid extr'ct).  g^Q^  ̂ he  drift  of  modern  pharmacy  toward Extractum  Senegae  Alcoholi- 
more  scientific  and,  in  a  general  wav,  more  con- 

in  dyspeptic  aflfections  ;  matico,  the  stvptic  ;  mas- 
tiche,  a  choice  aromatic  resin ;  vanilla,  the  popular 
flavoring  agent ;  leptandra,  a  favorite  indigenous 
alterative  :  pepo,  the  brief  name  given  to  pumpkin 
seed,  and  other  less  important  vegetable  remedies. 

.Among  the  mineral  substances  introduced,  we  no- 

tice phosphorus  and  phosphoric  acid  ;  carbonate  of  P^^eres  Effervescentes. Pulreres  Effervescentes  Ape- 
lithia,  the  new  antilithic.  and  chromic  acid,  which 

possesses  the  properties  of  a  caustic  without  the 

danger  of  spreading  on  to  the  adjacent  parts.  Nu- 
merous other  drugs  are  introduced  into  the  list  on 

account  of  their  uses  in  making  the  preparations. 
To  this  class  the  present  revision  has  added  the 

followins;  new  remedies  : 

Spiritus  Chloroformi. 
Spiritus  Cinnamomi. 
Spiritus  Limonis. 
Strychniae  Sulphas. 
Syrupus  Aurantii  Fiorum. 
Syrupus  Lactucarii. 
Syrupus  Rosae  Gallicae. 
Syrupus  Rubi. 

Tinctura  Teratri  Viridis. 
Trochisci  Cubebae. 
Trochisci  Ferri  Subcarbona- 

tis Trochisci  Zingiberis. 
Unguentum  Acidi  Tannaci. 
Unguentum  Benzoini. 
Unguentum  Verairias. Zmci  Valerianas. 

cum. 
Extractum  Serpentaris  Flu- 
idum. 

Extractum    Spigeliae  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum   Stramonii  Alco- 
holicum. 

Extractum    Taraxici  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum  Uvse  Ursi  Flui- 
dum. 

Extractum  Valeriana  Alco- 
holicam. 

Extractum   Veratri  Viridis 
Fluidum. 

Extractum  Zingiberis  Flui- 
dum. 

Ferri  Chloridum. 
Ferri  et  Ammonia  Citras. 
Ferri  et  Ammonia  Sulphas. 
Ferri  et  Ammonia  Tartras. 
Ferri  et  Quinia  Citras. 
Ferri  Lactas. 

holicum. 
Extractum  Conii  Fluidum. 
Extractum  Digitalis  Alcoholi- cum. 
Extractum    Dalcamara  Flui- 

dum. 
Extractum  Ergota  Fluidum. 
Extractum  Gentiana  Fluidum. 

centrated  medicines.    Our  space  will  not  allow  of 

extended  comments  upon  these  formula?.  We  con- 
gratulate the  profession  upon  the  introduction  of 

twentv-one  fluid  extracts,  though  we  feel  tempted 
to  demur  at  the  selection  of  conium,  hvosciamus, 

and  veratrum  viride,  for  this  form  of  preparation. 
Of  the  two  fljst  we  have  tinctures  of  appropriate 

strength  given  in  doses  of  thirty  or  forty  drops, 

while  of  the  last  the  tincture  is  so  strong  as  to  re- 
quire a  dose  seldom  exceeding  ten  drops.  These 

fluid  extracts  will,  it  appears  to  us,  be  too  strong 

to  be  convenient,  and  we  see  no  reason  for  adopt- 
ing them  which  would  not  apply  to  other  remedies 

I  of  the  same  class.  The  peculiar  adaptations  of  the 
form  of  fluid  extracts  are  to  remedies,  the  doses  of 

.  which  are  comparatively  large,  such  as  cinchona, 

j  gentian,  serpentaria,  valerian,  uva  ursi,  buchu, 
I  senna,  ergot,  taraxacum  and  dulcamara ;  and  the 

j  fluid  extracts  of  these  and  similar  drugs  greatly 
I  aid  the  physician  in  prescribing.    Fluid  extract  of 
,  rhubarb,  of  ipecacuanha,  and  of  spigelia  come  in 

I  play  in  the  preparation  of  the  weaker  officinal  pre- 
Liquor  Hydrargyri  Mtratis.  i  parations  of  the  Same  drugs,  though  the  plan  of Liquor  Soda. 

,  purchasing  fluid  extracts  exclusively,  as  pursued 

Linimentum  Chloroformi. 
Liquor  Ferri  Citratis. 
Liquor  Ferri  Subsulphatis. 
Liquor  Ferri  Tersulphatis. 
Liquor  Gutta-p<>rcha. 



26o EDITORIAL. rVoL.  X. 

l^y  some  physicians,  and  from  these  preparing  all 
the  corresponding  infusions,  sjrups,  tinctures, 
etc.,  is  far  from  realizing  the  most  perfect  results. 
The  great  utility  and  convenience  of  fluid  extracts 
consists  in  the  dose  being  in  each  case  a  measured 
equivalent  of  the  weighed  dose  of  the  drug ;  so 
that  a  drug  of  which  the  dose  is  a  drachm  would 
be  given  in  the  form  of  fluid  extract  in  a  fluid 
drachm  or  teaspoonful  dose,  the  dose  of  the  drug 
being  ten  grains,  that  of  the  fluid  extract  will  be 
ten  minims,  or  drops. 
Among  the  additions  the  reader  will  notice  no 

less  than  eleven  new  preparations  of  iron.  Of 
these  none  has  more  interest  or  value  than  liquor 

Jerri  suhsulpkatis,  Moxsell's  solution.  The  physi- 
cian should  not  fail  to  adhere  to  this  officinal 

name,  by  which  it  is  distinguished  from  solution 

of  Persulphate,  made  officinal  for  the  extempora- 
neous preparation  of  the  hydrated  oxide,  the  anti- 

dote for  arsenic.  Iron  by  hydrogen,  formerly 
called  ferri  piilvis,  is  now  to  be  designated  as 
ferrum  redact it  .n.  We  notice  with  pleasure  that 
ferri  jnjrofilwsplids  is  made  officinal,  this  is  the 
most  tastfless  of  the  soluble  iron  salts,  the  least 

disposed  to  blacken  by  contact  with  astringents, 

and  withal  the  least  liable  to  disagree  with  dtli- 
cate  and  sensitive  stomachs. 

It  will  be  unexpected  to  many  to  notice  that 
tuictura  veratri  veridis  is  now  for  the  first  time 

found  in  the  Pharmacopeia,  it  is  a  strong  pre 
paration,  designed  to  be  given  in  a  dose  of  from 

five  to  ten  grains.  Tinctura  opii  dcodorata  is  de- 
signed to  supersede  the  various  elixirs  of  opium 

in  use ;  it  should  receive  a  fair  trial  on  all  hands. 

Tinctura  cauitdhis  (Indica^  and  the  cxiractum  can- 
nahis  purijirata  will  be  prized  by  physicians ;  the 
latter  we  regard  as  an  experiment  in  improving 

the  quality  of  this  valuable  "exhileraut."  It 
mast  not  be  forgotten  that  syrup  of  ipecacuanha 
is  doubled  in  strength  in  the  new  edition,  and  lead 

water  is  improved  by  directing  ihree  drachms  of 
the  strong  solution  iuHtead  of  two  as  formerly  to 
the  pint  of  wat  r.  Of  the  changes  in  notneuclalare, 

which  should  be  carefully  studied  by  eveiy  physi- 

cian and  pharmaceutist,  perhaps  the  most  impor- 

tant is  the  naming  of  Dover's  powder  pulcis 
ipecacuanha  compositus  instead  of  pulv.  ipecac,  et 

opii,  a<:  formerly. 

Another  notable  modification  of  nomenclature 

is  in  the  case  of  neutral  mixture,  which  as  made 
with  lemon  juice,  is  called  mistura  potassce  citratis, 
though  as  made  by  the  formula  with  citric  acid 

and  bicarbonate  of  potassa,  it  is  named  I  quor  po- 
tassce citraiis:  it  is  a  serious  objection  to  such 

modifi  ations  that  they  are  quite  overlooked  by 
most  physicians  and  hence  lead  to  confusion  in 

the  compounding  of  prescriptions. 
This  article  has  already  been  too  far  extended 

to  give  the  few  new  extemporaneous  formulae 
which  the  Committee  have  vouchsafed  us.  The 

pilulce  aloes  et  masticke,  as  they  do  not  contain 

ipecacuanha  do  not  substitute  Chapman's  dinner 
pills,  but  more  nearly  represent  Lady  Webstek 

pills.  Plulce  antimon'i  compositce  are  Plummee's 
pills,  a  famous  remedy  of  long  standing  in  Eng- 

land. Syiritus  cJdorofori/ii  substitutes  the  "chloric 
ether,"  so  much  resorted  to  in  the  composition  of 
anod^nie  mixtures.  Mistura  chlorojonni  contains 
chloroform  and  caniplior  combined  into  an  aqeous 
mixture  by  tlie  aid  of  yolk  of  egg,  it  will  doubtless 
serve  a  good  purpose. 
On  the  whole,  this  Pharmacopoeia  is  a  great 

improvement  on  its  predecessors,  and  worthy  to 

occupy  a  place  in  eveiy  physician's  library,  or 
rather  upon  his  otiice  table. 

The  Committee  have  held  one  hundred  and 

nineteen  meetings  during  the  consideration  of  its 
details,  and  of  course  all  its  processes  have  been 

subjected  to  repeated  experimental  tests.  That  it 
should  be  faultless  could  not  be  expected,  but  we 

think  that  both  the  in-ofessions,  ably  represented 
in  the  Committee,  have  cause  to  thank  them  for 

their  zeal  and  industry,  and  to  adopt  their  conclu- 
sions unreservedly. 

THE  SURGEON-GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 
Some  significant  changes  have  taken  place  in 

the  Surgeon-General's  office  during  the  past  week. 
In  the  first  place  an  announcement  was  made  to 

the  eflfect  that  Surgeon-General  Hammond  had  been 
ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  inspect  the 

sanitary  condition  of  the  armies  and  army  hos- 
pitals in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  Military^ 

Departments,  viz.:  at  Charleston,  Hilton- Head, 

Key- West,  Ship  Island,  New  Orleans,  etc.  As- 
sistant Surgeon- General  Joseph   R.  Smith  was 
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announced  as  Acting  Surgeon-General  in  tlie  mean 
time.  In  a  few  days,  however,  another  order 

sends  Assistant  Surgeon-General  Smith  to  St. 

Louis,  and  the  recently  appointed  Medical  In- 
spector-General Joseph  K.  Barnes,  U.  S.  A.,  has 

been  assigned  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 

Surgeon- General.  What  disposition,  if  any,  has 
been  made  of  Assistant  Surgeon-General  R.  C. 
Wood,  of  the  Western  Department,  head  quarters 
at  St.  Louis,  has  not  as  yet  transpired,  though  we 
shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  his  appointment 
to  a  more  prominent  position  than  the  one  he  has 
so  ably  filled  at  St.  Louis. 

The  Surgeon-General's  office  seem^to  have  been 
taking  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  in  alterative 
doses ! 

Xew  York  , London  
England  . . 
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5477  5663  5826  6016  5859  6201  64.33  6676  6,827  7 
173  ir.» .304  1  ■121 
402  7540 

The  annual  average  for  ten  years,  in  New  York,  is 
150.    The  annual  average  for  ten  years,  in  London, 

I  is  1,112.    The  proportion  is  7|  in  London  to  1  in :  New  York. 

When  it  is  remeifibered  that  London  contains  about 

I  three  times  the  population  of  New  York,  the  excess 
of  deaths  by  this  disease  in  the  former  is  more  appa- rent. 

Sept.,  1863.  Ctkus  Ramsay,  D. 
Register  Eec'ds  and  StaVcs,  Xew  York  City. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

COMPABISON  OF  THE  DEATHS  BY  CAN- 
CER IN  THE  CITIES  OP  LONDOIf  AND 

NEW  YORK  FOR  ELEVEN  YEARS. 

Cancers,  from  their  incurable  character,  always 
demand  attention.  Few,  if  indeed  any,  educated 
physicians  at  this  day  entertain  the  idea  that  they  can 
cure  this  disease,  when  once  fully  developed.  There 
are  tumors  resembling  cancers,  and  partaking,  in  a 
limited  degree,  of  their  nature.  These  are  often 
cured,  and  this  gives  men  of  limited  knowledge  the 
idea  that  they  can  cure  this  terrible  malady ;  hence 
the  publicity  some  persons  obtain  when  they  cure  the 
semi-malignant  diseases,  and,  for  a  time,  arrest  the 
progress  of  genuine  cancer. 
The  cause  has,  as  yet,  eluded  the  skill  of  man. 

We  often  attribute  it  to  certain  tangible  influences, 
as,  for  instance,  when  it  is  located  in  the  mammee, 
and  the  patient  dates  the  origin  of  the  disease  from 
the  receipt  of  a  blow,  or  some  other  injury  to  the 
breast.  Again,  when  it  attacks  an  old  smoker  upon 
the  precise  spot  on  which  the  stem  of  the  pipe  rests. 
There  may  be  some  justice  in  regarding  these  as  the 
exciting  causes,  but  how  many  millions  of  persons 
are  exposed  to  the  same,  with  no  such  results.  The 
fact,  however,  that  cancers  of  the  breast  are  some- 

times cured  when  they  seem  to  be  the  result,  in  part, 
of  an  injury,  favors  the  idea  that  the  blow  did  pro- 

duce them,  and  that  they  are  of  a  less  malignant 
character  than  when  developed  by  entirely  unknown 
causes. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  total  deaths  by  this 
cause  in  New  York,  London,  and  England,  in  each 
year  from  1851  to  1863. 

THE  NUTRITION    OF   THE  EXTERNAL 
TABLE  OF  THE  SKULL. 

Editor  Med.  A>fD  Sceg.  Reportee  :— The  foUow- 

ing  described  accident  has,  it  seems  to  me,  such  con- 
clusive bearing  on  a  rather  mooted  question,  viz., 

the  source  of  nutrition  to  the  external  table  of  the 

skull,  that  I  am  induced  to  write  it  out  for  the 
Reporter,  under  the  impression  that  its  perusal  will 
prove  neither  uninteresting  or  useless. 

Master  B.,  a  lad  some  seven  years  of  age,  was 
knocked  down  and  kicked  by  a  horse,  the  blow  taking 
effect  upon  the  frontal  region,  tearing  up  the  scalp  a 
distance  of  four  inches,  the  periosteum  being  raised 
with  its  neighboring  layers  as  cleanly  as  though  it 
had  been  done  by  the  hand  of  the  surgeon.  Called 
immediately  after  the  accident,  I  dressed  the  wound 
in  the  usual  manner,  approximating  the  parts  and 
retaining  by  carefully  applied  waxed  silk  sutures, with  cold  water  dressings. 

On  the  seventh  day,  the  sutures,  of  which  there 
were  five,  being  no  longer  of  service,  were  removed, 
union  by  first  intention  having  been  nicely  secured. 

Two  days  after  this,  the  boy,  being  at  play  in  the 
yard,  fell  from  the  top  of  the  fence,  striking  the  im- 

perfectly consolidated  wound,  disuniting  it  some  two 
inches.  Being  recalled  to  "the  case,  stitches  were 
applied  as  before.  The  next  day,  being  in  the  cellar, 
the  little  patient  stumbled  over  a  stick  of  wood,  again 
injuring  the  parts.  The  injury  from  this  last  acci- dent was  so  severe  as  to  cause  a  slough,  exposing  a 
portion  of  the  frontal  bone  quite  the  size  of  a  dime 
piece.  The  angry  appearance  of  surrounding  parts 
contra-indicating  further  active  treatment  for  the 
present,  mild  applications  were  resorted  to,  and  the 
parts  allowed  to  heal.  This  Avas  effected  with  the 
exposure  of  the  dime-sized  portion  of  os  frontis. 

Five  weeks  of  perfect  rest  was  now  allowed,  the 
cicatricial  tissue  becoming  very  firm  and  hcahby 
looking,  the  exposed  surface  of  bone  presenting  the 
appearance  as  if  a  thin  film  of  blood  had  dried  over 
it.  At  the  end  of  this  period  I  loosened  up  the  cica- 

trix, pared  the  edges,  and  by  careful  manipulation 
brought  the  parts  together,  thus  covering  the  exposed 
bone,  confining  them  in  position  with  the  hare-lip 
pins  and  figure  of  eight  suture.  The  third  day  these 
pins  sloughed  out,  and  the  parts  fell  back  to  their 
original  position.    The  patient  was  now  put  upon  a 
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[Vol.  X. highly  stimulating  diet,  combined  with  a  tonic  of 
iron  and  quinia. 

Strapping  with  the  ordinary  adhesive  strips  was 
now  resorted  to,  hut  the  weather  being  very  hot  and 
the  patient  perspiring  freely,  these  had  not  sufficient 
tenacity  to  resist  the  action  of  the  occipito-frontalis 
muscle.  The  next  step  was  to  shave  the  head  to  the 
vertex.  Two  strips  of  the  India-rubber  plaster  were 
prepared,  the  one  stretching  below  the  wound  across 
the  forehead,  the  other  above  across  the  vertex ;  some 
half  dozen  or  more  strips  of  the  most  adhesive 
isinglass  plaster  stayed  these  transverse  strips  from 
a  vertical  direction.  After  these  had  thoroughly 
dried,  stitches  were  passed  from  the  strip  below  to 
the  strip  above,  and  by  carefully  made  traction  the 
parts  were  gotten  together.  Examination  each  day 
showing  that  the  wound  tended  to  gap  a  little,  fresh 
stitches  were  daily  reapplied,  the  parts  thus  being 
held  together.  Powerful  local  stimulation  was  kept 
constantly  applied  to  the  parts  ;  thus  a  union  was 
finally  secured  and  the  long  exposed  bone  covered. 

To-day,  September  1st,  three  months  after  the  acci- 
dent, I  have  carefully  re-examined  the  parts  ;  every- 
thing presents  the  most  healthy  appearance.  I  am 

convinced  that  the  bone  beneath  the  cicatrix  is  as 
healthy  as  that  of  any  other  part. 
Query.— Does  not  this  case  prove  that  the  external 

plate  is  not  dependent  exclusively  upon  its  perios- 
teum for  its  nutrition  ? 

J.  E.  Garretson,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  1,  1863. 

FOKETHOUGHT    OF   A  MEDICAL  OFFI- 
CER. 

The  following  we  copy  from  the  correspondence  of 
the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

"Cumberland,  Md.,  yune  22,  1863. 
♦  *  »  "  This  city  was  abandoned  to  the  enemy 

by  the  entire  withdrawal  of  all  Government  troops, 
on  Monday,  15th  inst.  I  had  about  four  hundred 
patients  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  but  on  the  fol- 

lowing day  I  succeeded  in  removing  all  but  eight, 
who  were  too  sick  to  be  taken  from  their  beds.  Most 
of  them  hid  in  the  neighboring  mountains,  where 
they  were  perfectly  safe  from  capture  or  parole,  and 
their  wants  could  be  sufficiently  attended  to.  The 
following  morning  (17th)  the  rebels  appeared  on  the 
hill  just  back  of  my  office,  and  threw  a  few  shell  into 
the  town.  Not  meeting  witli  any  response,  they 
came  in  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  soon  after  our 
Btrects  were  filled  with  grey-backs.  Their  force  was 
not  large,  and  they  appeared  to  be  greatly  in  fear  of 
an  attack  while  here,  and  hurriedly  took  themselves 
off  after  a  few  hours'  occupation.  They  commenced 
writing  paroles  of  the  eight  sick  soldicTs  in  hospital, 
but  in  th<;ir  alarm  they  lied  before  the  writings  were 
finished,  so  that,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  I  have  not  had 
a  man  c-apturcd  or  paroled. 

*'  They  visited  my  store-house  and  dispensary,  but 
could  find  nothing  worth  taking;  I  had  secreted  my 
stock  of  quinine,  morjjhine,  calomd  and  tartar  emetic. 

"  The  case  of  exsection  you  refer  to  is  doing  well, 

and  I  shall  be  happy  to  report  at  a  future  time.  The 
rebel  surgeons  got  hold  of  the  patient,  who  was  in 
the  streets  in  citizen's  dress  at  the  time.  They  ex- 

amined his  arm,  and  questioned  him  closely  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  injury,  but  the  fellow  concocted  a  story 
that  wholly  misled  them. 

"  No  property,  public  or  private,  was  destroyed  in 
the  city  by  the  enemy  while  here. 

"  Very  truly,  yours, 

"  J.  B.  Lewis,  Surgeon  XT.  S.  V. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Changes  in  the  Medical  Department. 

Acting  Surgeon-General  Joseph  K.  Smith  has  been 
relieved,  and  ordered  to  St.  Louis.  Medical  Inspec- 

tor-General Barnes  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the vacancy. 

The  following  Assistant  Surgeons  have  been  re- 
cently appointed  Surgeons  in  the  Volunteer  corps  : 

Wm.  Watson,  Richard  Lloyd,  W.  Grimsted,  J.  H. 
Currey,  and  Nathan  P.  Rice. 

Assistant  Surgeon  F.  Floyd  has  been  ordered  to 
the  Department  of  Tennessee. 

Assistant  Surgeon  B.  D.  Wilson, U.  S.  V.,has  been 
ordered  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

Assistant  Surgeon  G.  S.  Courtwright,  U.  S.  V., 
has  been  ordered  to  the  Department  of  Ohio. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  K.  Rodgers  has  been  ordered 
to  the  Department  of  the  South. 

Medical  Officers  Ordered  to  Charleston. 
In  view  of  the  active  operations  in  the  Department 

of  the  South,  the  following  medical  officers  have 
been  ordered  to  repair  without  delay  to  Charleston  : 
Assistant  Surgeon  Marsh,  U.  S.  A.  ;  Assistant  Sur- 

geon Hilley,  U.  S.  a.  ;  Assistant  Surgeon  Morri- 
son, U.  S.  A. ;  Assistant  Surgeon  Wyncook,  Q.  S.  A. 

Promoted. 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Sanger,  First  United  States  Artillery, 

has  been  made  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General 
under  Gen.  Gillmore. 

Resigned. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Varnum,  U.  S.  V.,  has  tendered  his  re- 
signation, which  has  been  accepted. 

Surgeon  Relieved. 
Dr.  Clymer,  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  officers  who 

are  sick  in  the  city,  was  relieved  by  Dr.  Dewitt  a 
few  days  since.  Dr.  Dewitt's  office  is  at  the  corner of  Nineteenth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Dr. 
Clymku  is  ordered  to  duty  at  Hilton  Head,  South 
Carolina. 

 •   

News  and  Miscellany. 

Sudden  Death  under  Peculiar  Circumstances. 
On  the  night  of  the  28th  ult.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  M. 

Gemmill,  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  died  under  the  following 
singular  circumstances.  She  had  retired  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  her  usual  health  and  in  fine  spirits.  About 
twelve  o'clock  a  brass  band  came  to  serenade  the 
doctor,  and  about  the  same  time  he  was  called  away 
to  see  a  patient.  After  the  doctor  left,  Mrs.  G.  arose 

I  and  called  her  neicc  to  hear  the  music,  and  then  sat 
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down  at  the  window.  When  the  band  had  finished 
playing,  Mrs.  G.  left  her  seat  at  the  window,  and 
threw  herself  upon  the  bed,  observing  that  she  was 
suflfering  severely,  and  in  a  short  time  expired.  The 
doctor  pronounced  her  disease  apoplexy. 

Weekly  Report  of  the  Army  Hospitals. 
The  reports  of  the  army  hospitals  for  the  week 

ending  Saturday,  5th  instant,  are  as  follow  : 

HOSPITALS. 

Chester  
South  and  Twenty-fourth  Streets . Summit  House  
Fort  Mifflin  
Sixty-fifth  and  Vine  Streets  Broad  and  Prime  Streets  
Broad  and  Cherry  Streets  
Saterlee  
Germantown  
Christian  Street  
Officers'  
Islington  Lane  
Harrisburg,  Pa  
York,  Pa  
Chestnut  Street,  Harrisburg  
Cotton  Factory,  Harrisburg  
Convalescent  
Turner's  Lane  
Nicetown  
Chestnut  Hill  

M  p  n 

3:  1 
6  12 

66' 

13 

6  1084 
270 
460 
27 

147 62 21  634 
2  2713 

519 
236 
41 5 
62 

923 70 

106 
321 240 
730 

1760 

The  hospitals  east  of  the  Susquehanna  river  now 
report  at  the  office  of  the  Medical  Director,  in  this 
city. 

The  Sanitary  Commission. 
On  Tuesday,  September  1st,  Dr.  J.  A.  Douglass, 

Associate  Secretary  of  the  Sanitary  Commission, 
Bailed  for  Charleston  harbor  from  New  York,  on  a 
tour  of  observation  and  inspection.  The  Sanitary 
Commission  at  Morris  Island  is  also  represented  by 
Dr.  N.  M.  Marsh,  who  has  labored  faithfully  and 
industriously  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  there. 

The  Sanitary  Commission  are  still  supplying  the 
wounded  at  Gettysburg  with  delicacies.  The  patients 
are  reported  to  be  improving  slowly.  The  good 
work  is  in  charge  of  liev.  Gordon  Winslow,  Chap- 

lain of  Duryea's  Zouaves  (Fifth  New  York  Regi- ment), who  is  unremitting  in  his  attentions  to  the 
sufferers  under  his  care.  It  is  expected  the  hospitals 
at  this  place  will  be  contiuaed  for  two  or  three  months 
longer,  owing  to  many  of  the  more  severely  wounded 
cases  not  being  in  a  condition  to  be  removed. 

Petroleum  and  Health. 
A  memorial  was  lately  sent  to  the  Liverpool  Health 

Committee,  signed  by  several  hundred  citizens,  and 
complaining  of  the  storage  of  petroleum  in  their 
neighborhood  as  "  a  nuisance  and  prejudicial  to 
health."  The  question  was  referred  to  Dr.  French, 
the  medical  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  ;  and, 
after  a  very  thorough  personal  examination  of  the 
case,  he  reported  that,  while  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
pronounciug  the  oil  a  nuisance  on  account  of  its 
strong  oflensive  smell,  his  investigation  satisfied  him 
that  petroleum  was  not  prejudicial  to  health.  In 
order  to  make  a  full  investigatioD,  he  visited  one 

hundred  and  fifty-three  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
oil  stores,  and  found  no  cases  of  sickness  arising 
from  the  petroleum.    His  report  says  : 

"  The  medicalofficer  of  health  particularly  observed 
the  condition  of  the  children  and  young  people — first, 
as  being  more  sensitive  to  the  eifects  of  noxious  va- 

pors ;  second,  as  being  less  likely  to  be  sufferers  from 
either  intemperance,  or  those  anxieties  of  life  which 
give  to  the  countenance  the  aspect  of  disease.  He 
never  remembers  to  have  seen  in  any  district  of  the 
town,  so  many  healthy,  ruddy-faced  children,  or 
more  healthy-looking  young  people." 

An  Extraordinary  Piece  of  CharcoaL 
Dr.  RowELL,  of  this  city,  has  shown  us  a  piece  of 

charcoal  which  he  uses  to  lay  gold  on  to  be  annealed 
under  the  blow-pipe,  and  which  he  says  he  has  had 
for  thirty  years,  and  that  it  has  been  on  fire  at  least 
as  often  as  once  a  day  during  the  whole  of  that  pe- 

riod. It  is  burned  into  the  form  of  a  shallow  trough, 
but  the  cavity  is  not  more  than  an  inch  in  depth ; 
showing  that  not  more  than  one-thousandth  part  of 
an  inch  has  been  burned  away  at  each  ignition.  It  is 
probable  that  the  gases  so  completely  envelope  the 
heated  surface  that,  though  this  is  red  hot,  no  actual 
burning  generally  takes  place.  Dr,  Rowell  says 
that  he  finds  great  difi'erence  in  difi'erent  pieces  of charcoal— some  burning  out  very  quickly,  and  he 
never  had  any  other  piece  last  nearly  as  long  as  this. 
This  piece  is  of  pine. — Scientific  American. 

Cruelty  to  Animals. 
Vivisections  by  the  physiologists  in  France  have 

of  late  frequently  been  made  the  subject  of  complaint 
on  account  of  the  cruelty  exercised  toward  animals 
in  their  performance.  We  have  no  doubt  that  this 
method  of  advancing  our  knowledge  of  physiology 
has  been  greatly  abused  abroad,  and  hope  that  it  will 
never  in  this  country,  as  there,  be  carried  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  require  interference  at  the  hands  of  the 
civil  authorities.  The  following,  from  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  is  a  sad  exemplification  of  the  truth 
of  the  remark  of  a  distinguished  physiological  lec- 

turer to  his  class  : — "  Vous  savez,  messieurs,  que  les 
chiens  ne  s'amuses  pas  ici !" 

The  busy  bee,  L'Abeille  Medicale,  tells  us  that  the office  of  its  editor  is  situated  close  to  the  Ecole  Pra- 
tique at  Paris.  "  The  place  is  very  quiet,  and  in 

winter  a  death-like  silence  reigns  there.  But  in 
summer,  when  the  course  of  physiology  is  going  on 
at  the  ecole,  the  scene  changes.  The  ditterent  rooms, 
which  no  longer  contain  subjects,  are  now  filled  with 
living  dogs,  which  are  shut  up,  probably  without 
bread  or  water,  ready  for  serving  their  turn  at  the 
lecture-room.  At  all  events,  whether  through  star- 

vation or  through  instinctive  dread  of  the  place,  the 
poor  brutes  bark  and  howl  night  and  day,  so  as  to 
disturb  all  the  neighborhood.  We  thereupon  took 
the  liberty  of  complaining  to  the  police,  and  especi- 

ally because  all  this  howling  was  close  to  the  ears  of 
the  women  in  the  Maternity  Hospital.  The  police 
were  reasonable,  and  visited  the  school;  and  soon 
returned  to  inform  us  that  there  would  be  no  more 
bai-king.  '  You  Avill  hear  no  more  of  it,' the  com- 

missary said.  '  What !  are  the  dogs  no  longer  to  be 
kept  in  the  dissecting-i-ooms  T  'Oh,  yes!  but  it  ap- 

pears that  tlicy  have  cut  something  about  the  dogs' 
necks,  which  stops  their  crying.'  We  understand the  poor  brutes  have  been  subjected  to  two  painful 
operations  (section  of  the  laryngeal  nerves)  before 
otlier  tortures  are  inflicted  on  them.  And  this  is  all 
they  have  taken  through  our  interference  !  If  we 
had  Icnown  it,  we  would  have  quitted  the  place,  in- 

stead of  becoming  the  cause  of  this  rchuement  of 

cruelty !" 
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[Vol.  X. The  Air-Bladder  of  Fishes. 
The  use  of  the  air-bladder  of  fishes  still  puzzles  the 

savant.  M.  Moreau  has  just  informed  his  Academy 
that,  according  to  his  experiments,  it  must  be  consi- 

dered as  an  oxygen  reservoir,  filled  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  life  of  the  fish.  .  Perch,  when  put  in  a  situa- 

tion in  which  they  were  unable  to  renew  the  oxygen 
of  the  air-bladder,  were  asphyxiated.  The  quantity 
of  oxygen  in  that  air-bladder  diminished  proportion- 
ably  with  the  duration  of  the  experiment ;  and  when 
it  arrived  at  zero,  the  fish  died. 

Surgery  and  Silver. 
In  a  recent  issue  of  the  South  Carolinian  we  find 

the  following  advertisement :  Silver  Plate  Wanted. — 
To  be  converted  into  caustic  for  the  use  of  the  sick 
of  the  army.  88  per  ounce  will  be  paid  for  all  prime 
plate.  Old  spoons  and  old  plate  will  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  medical  department  as  well  as  new. 
Apply  at  Medical  Purveyor's  office,  opposite  Con- 
garee  House. 

J.  J.  Chisolm, 
Surg,  and  Med.  Ficr.^  C.  S.  A. 

ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDEOTS. 
CoiTesi^ondents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 

"qwist  to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary for  us  ah'jays  to  know  the  Town,  County  and  State 

from  ichtnce  their  letters  are  sent. 
Dr.  J.  P.,  JTd. — The  Dispeusatory  is  a  commentary  on  the 

Pharmacopo  id.  The  latter  merely  gives  the  ofScinal  nanses 
of  such  medicinal  substances  and  preparations  as  are  recog- 

nized by  the  proper  authority  in  this  country,  vrith  the  mode 
of  preparing  the  latter,  and  a  brief  account,  in  some  instances, 
of  their  physical  properties.  The  Dispens;itory  includes  nearly 
or  quite  all  the  matter  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

There  is  no  present  prospect  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Dispen- 
satory being  publibhed,  though  one  is  much  needed. 

OBITUARY. 

Death  of  Dr.  J.  Moore  Neligan. — The  medical  profession 
in  Ireland  has  sustained  a  blow  not  easily  remediable  in  the 
unexpected  death  of  Dr.  Nkligan,  at  his  residence,  Clonmel  j 
House,  near  Blackrock.    Although  Dr.  I^eligan  has  been  suf-  1 
ferring  for  some  time  from  affection  of  the  kidney,  and  had 
found  it  necessary  in  consequence  to  exchauL'e  a  residence  in  j 
town  for  the  country,  still  no  apprehension  of  immediate  j danger  was  entertained  till  a  few  days  before  his  death,  and  i 
he  had  been  enabled  within  a  week  to  fulfil  his  professional  1 
duties.    Ou  Thursday  last  he  was  so  mucli  worse  that  little  1 
hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recovery,  and  on  Friday  even-  I 
iug.  July  21st,  he  expired  from,  as  we  uu(lerst;i nd,  urtemic  ! 
poirtoning,  the  result  of  the  chronic  malady  of  wliich  he  was  i 
the  fiubject.    Dr.  Nkliga.n'.s  name  will  be  best  remembered  ; 
hyour  readers  in  connexion  with  the  JJuh/in  Quarterly  Jour-  \ 
nal,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  'ho  Editor,  and  the 
character  of  wliich  wa«  never  higher  than  when  conducted  by  ! 
Lim.    To  the  jMiblic  lie  was  known  as  llie  author  of  works  on 
"Medicine.","  and  on  "^ki^  Disease-s,"  and  as  tlie  Editor  of "Grave'H  Clinical  Medicine  "—labors  sufficient  of  tliemselves to  perpetuate  bis  name  as  an  as.siduous  and  energetic  phy.s- 
ician.    His  connection  with  the  Kini,'  and  Queen's  College" of Physicians,  for  tlio  i'resid.-ncy  of  -wliich  lie  was  a  candidate 
last  year,  was  long  "  in  years  and  honors,"  and  his  loss  will lie  deeply  felt  by  the  many  whose  friendsliip  liis  professional 
and  private  wortli  had  secured  to  h\m.— Dublin  Med.  Press, July  29. 
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MARRIED. 

WA.'?irBrRli— Rc«8.— On  Tuesdny,  Fept.  1.  at  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  mother,  by  11'- v.  Cliarles  C  Wallace,  Dr.  S.  D. 
Wanhburn,  Houfc  PliyMician  to  i^eamen's  Reireat,  Staten Island,  and  Elizabctli  Crowell  Kuhk,  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

DIED. 

Lt.'TRS.— In  Norwalk,  Conn.,  on  Thursday,  Auf.  27,  Susan 
8t.  John,  Infant  daughter  of  Dr.  bamuei  and  Emily  A.  Lyucs, 
ag<»d  7  months. 
RoHRER.— On  the  29th  nit.,  aflora  short  but  severe  illncsB, l;r.  John  a.  RoLrer,  of  this  citv. 
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I  imcr  j  3'cHr8. 
TO  CORRESPOISTDENTS. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors, 
we  will  state  that  manusckipt  intended  for  pub- 

lication MUST  BE  WRITTEN  ON  BUT  ONE  SIDE  of  the 
sheet.  If  greater  care  was  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  copy,  iriuch  trouble  would  be  saved  to  printers, 
and  niistalces  would  rarely  or  never  be  made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  dcsirini^  old  back  numl)ers  (excepting 

N08.  ;}04,  30.5,  308,  309,  and  310,  wliich  arc  still  due, 
and  will  bo  sent)  M'ill  ])lcasc  remember  and  send 
money  to  i)ay  for  them  and  for  postage,  as  many  of 
the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and  we  have  to  pre- 

pay the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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DIPHTHEHIA. 

By  p.  R.  Wagexseller,  D., 

Of  Selin's  Grore,  PennsylvarJa, 
(Contiimed  from  page  255.) 

Sequelse. 
In  those  cases  in  vrhicli.  after  tlie  disappearance 

of  all  local  disease,  the  system  is  left  pale,  ansemic 
and  cedematous,  where  there  Is  complete  relaxation 
of  the  muscular  system  accompanied  by  paralysis, 
most  usually  of  the  muscles  of  deglutition ;  where 
the  features  lose  their  espression,  and  every  ray 
of  intelligence  =ee::i2=  to  r.^-^  -^r:e^  counte- 

nance, with  sta^- r:-t,  i: -:c,.  etc., 
time,  tonics,  and  an  :  :  :  '  :  ;  :  with 
rest,  has  seemed  to  :o  c.ij  ji  1  zl^-  ]^-<z  results. 
Particularly  is  it  necessary  for  the  phv.sician  to 
enjoin  the  avoidance  of  all  sudden  exertion,  and 
advise  the  use  of  stimulants,  before  even  the 
smallest  effort  of  the  muscular  system.  We  have 

in  our  mind's-eye  now  three  patients  in  whom 
these  curious  sequelfe  had  occurred,  and  in  each 
of  whom  recovery  was  confidently  expected,  yet 
two  died  suddenly,  and  immediately  after  rising 
from  bed,  and  while  in  the  p.ct  of  vr?'V'n2"  across 
the  floor,  and  a  third  fro i-i.  r'^  _  i  ;  : 
up  too  long  whilst  taking  Lis  lir-i^er. 

These  results,  we  have  no  doubt,  may  occur  from 
sudden  paralysis  of  the  heart,  but  they  most  likely 
are  usually  the  results  of  a  fainting  fit,  rendered 
fatal  by  the  extreme  exhaustion  of  the  system.  In 
these  cases  recovery  will  usually  follow  if  the  pa- 

tient can  be  kept  up  beyond  the  second  week; 
this,  however,  in  children  under  five  or  six  years 
of  age,  is  frequently  difficult  to  do,  and  any  relaxa- 

tion in  effort,  either  on  the  part  of  physician  or 
friends,  is  generally  followed  by  speedy  death. 
With  older  cases,  and  adults  especially,  time  and 
proper  hygienic  regulations  will  usually  accomplish 
a  cure. 

Local  Treatment. 

There  are  not  a  few  in  the  profession  who  are 
accustomed  to  rely  mainly  upon  local  remedies, 

whilst  others,  equally  eminent,  attach  no  import- 
ance to  their  use  whatever,  or  even  contend  that 

they  are  jjositively  and  directly  injurious.  This 
disagreement  among  physicians  arises,  we  believe, 
from  the  same  v:\::  :-r  f.s  dies  the  difference  o: 
opinion  in  regard  :o  tl.-  L^u-i.stion.  whether  diphthe- 

ria is  originally  a  local  or  a  constitutional  disease  : 
some  forms  of  it  being  benefitted  by  appropriate 
topics.1  medication,  whilst  others  do  equally  well, 
or  even  better,  by  constitutional  remedies  alone. 
We  are  acquainted  with  practitioners  who  would 

de-ni  i:  a  d  n  ' otic:!  c  :  duty  to  allow  any  case  of 
tli]  :a:  d-:'ra-r  t  ̂   ]:  a--  tdrc-  agh  their  hands,  with- 

out a  daily  swabbing  with  the  everlasting  nitrate 
of  sUver-  No  matter  whether  the  disease  be  active 

I  inflammation,  ulceration,  or  that  asthenic  condi- 
tion of  throat,  accompanied  by  putridity  and  gan- 

grene, nitrate  of  silver  is  the  fiLrst  and  last  remedy. 
yov7  vre  Lia-e  ::o:  the  d:-;r:  :s:t::u  here  to  discuss 

the  Lr.ds  ::  tdi-  a-rl  agent,  and,  while 
we  acknowledge  its  superiority  as  a  local  applica- 

tion und-r  certain  circumstances,  we  must  enter 
our  selemn  protest  against  its  universal  applica- 
lility  irr  diphtheria.  We  formerly  used  it  exten- 
siv-'.v  h_  -  :  aatda_i=  of  vajrious  strength,  in  diph- 

theria and  scarlatina.  This  we  were  induced  to 
do  from  the  favorable  light  in  which  its  action  was 
viewed  by  many  eminent  authorities,  but  we  must 
confess  that  our  expectations  of  its  beneficial  effects 

•  were  by  no  means  realized  in  any  form  of  the  dis- 
ease under  consideration.  On  the  other  hand,  we 

believe  we  have  seen  it  do  harm  in  numerous  in- 
stancoe.  We  have  seen  cases  in  which  the  appli- 

cation of  nitrate  of  silver  seemed  to  have  initiated 
laryngeal  disease,  arising,  as  we  supposed,  from 
its  entrance  into  the  larynx  during  the  struggles 
of  the  child.  Not  so,  however,  with  a  remedy 
which  we  have  latterly  used  exclusively  in  those 
severer  forms  of  diphtheria,  accompanied  by  gan- 

grenous sloughing,  foulness  of  the  breath,  and 
'  characterized  by  general  ataxic  symptoms.  The 
i  application  to  which  we  refer  is  the  same  solution 
j  which  we  give  internally,  viz. :  a  combination  of  the 
chlorate  of  potash  and  tincture  of  chloride  of  iron, 
only  in  a  more  concentrated  form.  We  use  about 

i  one  part  of  the  tincture  to  three  parts  water,  with 
as  much  of  the  potash  salt  as  the  mixture  will  dis- 

solve. This  is  applied  to  the  throat  with  a  mop 
from  two  to  three  times  in  the  course  of  the  dav 
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[Vol.  X. and  it  requires  but  a  few  applications  to  convince 
even  the  most  skeptical  of  its  beneficial  effects. 
The  manner  in  whicli  it  acts  is  as  follows  : — It  is 
powerfully  disinfectant  and  prevents  the  injurious 
results  arising  from  swallowing  the  septic  secre- 

tions ;  it  promotes  the  separation  of  the  sloughs, 
and  so  modifies  the  parts  after  their  detachment 
that  healthy  reparative  action  ensues,  and,  by  its 
astringent  and  stimulant  properties,  changes  the 
color  of  the  whole  mucous  membrane  from  the 
dusky  and  livid  hue  charactristic  of  impaired 
vitality,  to  the  bright  arterial  hue  of  healthy 
action. 

But,  ngnin,  there  is  another  local  remedy  to 
which  tiie  attention  of  the  profession  has  been 
directed  by  several  writers  upon  the  subject  of 
diphtheria,  from  which  most  marked  benefit  is 
asserted  to  have  resulted.  We  refer  to  the  chloro- 
hydric  acid.  Although  in  the  gangrenous  forms 
of  the  disease,  as  before  described,  it  has,  in  our 
practice,  by  no  means  answered  the  purpose  as 
well  as  the  combination  of  the  potash  and  tincture 
of  the  chloride,  there  is  one  form  of  diphtheria  in 
which  it  is  the  only  application  from  which  we 
have  witnessed  any  good  results.  We  allude  to 
that  form  of  it  in  which  the  constitutional  symp- 

toms have  been  so  slight  as  to  escape  the  attention 
of  the  relatives,  and  in  which  the  first  obvious 
symptoms  are  the  occurrence  of  diflicult  breathing, 
and  the  characteristic  ringing  cough  of  incipient 
croup.  In  this  form  of  diphtheria  (which  will 
occasionally  attack  one  member  of  a  family  when 
all  the  others  are  suffering  from  the  sloughing  va- 
riety)  an  inspection  of  the  fauces  will  reveal  the 
existence  of  a  well  defined,  ashy-grey  membrane 
of  much  firmness,  of  limited  extent,  and  confined 
principally  to  the  uvula.  There  is  some  redness 
of  the  fauces,  a  sense  of  soreness,  and  constriction 
of  the  parts  on  swallowing,  but  no  positive  pain  ; 
the  external  swelling,  if  it  exist  at  all,  is  slight, 
the  puLse  but  little  changed,  and  the  child  com- 

paratively cheerful,  with  a  good  appetite,  and  in 
apparently  no  danger,  until  within  the  last  few 
hours  of  its  life.  Under  these  circumstances,  wo 
believe  the  chlorohydric  acid,  diluted  with  twice 
its  bulk  of  water,  to  be  the  most  available  remedy, 
and,  certainly  in  our  hands,  has  been  the  only 
one  that  has,  in  the  least,  arrested  the  extension 
of  the  exudation.  In  tlie  variety  of  the  disease 
just  described,  and  if  seen  when  the  membrane  is 
still  confined  to  the  uvula  and  fauces,  this  agent 
will  frequently  save  life,  by  preventing  the  exten- 

sion of  the  disease  to  the  larynx.  Its  use  hastens 
the  dctacliment  of  the  membrane,  as  is  evidenced 
by  its  corrugation  and  shrinking  after  one  or  two 
eflfectual  applications,  when  it  is  seen  frequently 
to  loosen  its  hold  on  the  parts  to  whicli  it  adheres, 
and  gradually  roll  up  in  the  shape  of  a  scroll  until 

it  drops  off  entire,  and  none  is  subsequently  re- 
produced. If,  however,  the  larynx  be  once  fairly 

implicated,  no  matter  how  slight  the  constitutional 
symptoms,  the  prognosis  will  be  almost  certainly 
unfavorable. 

Tracheotomy. 

In  view  of  the  almost  utter  hopelessness  of  those 
cases  of  diphtheria,  in  which  the  larynx  becomes 
involved  by  the  exudation,  the  question  arises,  is 
tracheotomy  justifiable  under  the  circumstances? 

The  operation,  in  itself,  we  conceive  is  not  sur- 
rounded hy  suflEicient  danger  to  deter  us  from  its 

performance.  Statistics  furnish  us  the  history  o 

many  successful  cases,  and  why,  therefore,  *should 
we  hesitate  in  resorting  to  a  procedure  under  cir- 

cumstances such  as  all  our  past  experience  teaches 
us,  point  most  unmistakably  and  inevitably  to  cer- 

tain death.  The  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of 
recoveries  follows  tracheotomy,  in  cases  in  which 
its  performance  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies 
becomes  necessary,  is  a  sufficient  justification  for 
the  belief  that  the  operation  itself  need  not  mate- 

rially increase  the  risks  of  the  patient.  Having 
never  operated  but  once,  and  this  in  a  case  almost 
if  not  quite  moribund,  we  have  little  from  our  in- 

dividual experience  to  offer  on  the  subject.  Be- 
lieving it,  however,  the  duty  of  practitioners  to 

give  fairly  and  candidly  all  their  cases — their  re- 
verses as  well  as  their  successes — we  place  this  one 

cheerfully  on  record.  On  Thursday,  March  4th, 

1863,  I  was  called  to  see  "Katie,"  daughter  of  H, 
E.  Miller,  Esq.,  of  our  place.  The  little  girl  was 
about  four  years  of  age,  and  had  been  previously 
very  healthy.  She  had  been  complaining  of  sore 
throat,  with  slight  fever,  for  several  days.  Upon 
examining  the  fauces  I  noticed  the  peculiar  exuda- 

tion upon  the  tonsils,  uvula  and  adjacent  parts, 
and,  as  the  larynx  was  already  invaded,  I  expressed 
to  the  parents  my  fears  as  to  the  result.  She,  how- 

ever, improved  under  emetics  of  sulphate  of  copper, 

and,  through  the  efi'orts  at  vomiting,  seemed  to 
have  entirely  relieved  the  larynx  of  the  exudation. 
Calomel  was  then  given,  with  a  view  to  its  aplastic 
effects,  in  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses. 
The  improvement  continued  during  the  day  and 
night  of  Thursday,  and  on  Friday  her  chances  for 
recovery  were  flattering.  On  Saturday  morning, 
however,  I  found  my  patient  with  a  return  of  the 
dyspna'a*  in  worse  form  than  before,  when  I  again 
immediately  resorted  to  the  emetic  plan,  alter- 

nating with  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses 

*  That  this  case  was  not  one  of  croup  but  diphtheria,  is 
Kbown  by  subsequent  events.  A  young  lady,  who  spent  much 
of  her  time  at  tlio  patiout's  bedside,  was  subsequently  taken 
with  diphtheria,  of  severe  foi'm  ;  she  recovered  and  next  after 
Jier,  tlio  disease,  in  well  luarked  form,  attacked  her  little 
iii.-coayod  about  Ave  years  and  lastly  a  youugor  cliild,  nephew 
of  the  same  patient,  was  taken,  and  sulforcd  from  the  peculiar 
Bcqueljc  common  to  diphtheria,  , 



863-] COMMUNICATIONS. 

267 

of  the  mercurial.    Chlorate  of  potash  was  freely  '  operation  was  postponed  nntil  the  patient  was  ap- 
given,  with  animal  broths  as  nourishment.  The 
snlphate  of  copper  now  failed  to  excite  emesis  (an 
unfavorable  sign  invariably),  and  little  remained 
to  be  done  but  to  witness  passively  the  train  of 
distressing  symptoms,  momentarily  becoming  ag- 
gravated. 

Sabbath  morning  fonni  the  patient  with  cold 
extremities,  great  lividity  of  the  snrface,  and  in  a 
state  of  great  stupor,  evidently  due  to  the  want  of 

arterial  blood  in  th*e  brain.  Death,  apparently,  was 
just  at  hand.  At  the  request  of  the  father,  after 
having  fully  explained  to  all  interested  the  dan- 

gers and  uncertainty  of  the  operation,  and  expressed 
my  fears  that  in  her  then  extremely  critical  condi- 

tion the  patient  might  die  even  before  its  comple- 
tion, I  proceeded,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Hot- 

TEJTSTEnr,  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Whitmee,  student  of  medi- 
cine, to  open  the  trachea.  Owing  to  the  great  depth 

of  the  organ,  arising  from  the  shortness  of  the 

little  patient's  neck,  together  with  the  great 
amount  of  adiposg  tissue  present,  it  was  reached 
only  after  a  somewhat  tedious  and  careful  dissec- 

tion. The  incision  having  been  made,  an  amount 
of  secretion  almost  incredible  was  forcibly  expelled, 
and,  for  the  space  of  several  minutes,  it  seemed  as 
if  life  was  too  far  gone  to  enable  the  patient  to 
rally  from  the  suffocation  threatened  by  what  little 
still  remained  in  the  trachea.  Slowly,  however, 
she  revived,  and  it  was  not  long  until  she  breathed 
freely  through  the  artificial  opening.  Nourish- 

ment was  now  freely  given,  and  in  a  few  hours 
the  natural  color  and  expression  of  the  counten- 

ance returned.  The  operation  was  completed  at 
ten  o'clock,  A.  il.,  and  in  a  few  hours  thereafter 
the  patient  was  progressing  so  finely  as  to  encou- 

rage us  with  hopes  of  recovery.  We  were,  how- 
ever, disappointed,  as  during  the  afternoon  symp- 
toms denoting  a  return  of  the  exudation  were 

becoming  manifest,  and  although  treatment  was 
assiduously  persevered  in,  suffocation  became 
more  and  more  threatening  momentarily,  and  at 
twelve  o'dock  Sunday  night,  just  fourteen  hours 
after  the  operation,  death  closed  the  scene.  In 
this  instance,  although  the  operation  was  resorted 
to  when  the  patient  was  evidently  in  extremis,  Ufe 
was  prolonged  considerably,  and  more  time  given 
to  bring  the  system  under  the  influence  of  such 
remedies  as  the  indications  seemed  to  require. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give 
the  following  letter  from  Dr.  D.  G-ilbeet,  of  your 
city,  embodying  some  additional  experience  in  this 
class  of  cases : 

Philadelphia,  December  10,  1861. 
My  Dear  Doctor: — I  have  operated  in  four  cases 

for  croup  and  one  of  diphtheria,  all  of  which  died. 

proaching,  if  not  in,  articulo  mortis.  If  it  were 
not  that  I  have  operated  in  four  cases  for  foreign 
bodies  in  the  trachea,  all  of  which  were  successful, 
though  some  of  them  were  infants,  I  would  be 
almost  ready  to  clothe  myself  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes,  in  view  of  my  want  of  success  in  croup,  etc. 
The  favorable  result  in  the  latter  cases  proves  to 
me  that  the  fault  was  not  in  the  operation,  but  in 
the  extreme  condition  of  the  patients,  as  a  conse- 

quence of  disease. 
I  am,  however,  not  willing  to  advise  against  the 

operation  in  membranous  croup,  in  sporadic  cases 
when  there  is  no  epidemic  prevalence  of  other 
malignant  or  blood-poison  disease,  smeh  as  erysipe- 

las, scarlatina,  typhoid  or  typhus  fever.  When 
the  disease  is  purely  inflammatory,  and  the  pa- 

tient is  evidently  dying  from  local  obstruction  by 
false  membrane,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
there  is  reactive  power  enough  in  the  system,  then 
the  operation  should  be  performed.  There  are 
successful  cases  on  record  of  the  operation.  My 
son-in-law,  Dr.  Akleb,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  has 
performed  it  successfully  twice  in  croup.  In  great 
haste, 

Yery  truly,  yours, 
D.  G-ELBEBT. 

To  one  of  the  above  operations,  performed  by 
Dr.  G-.  in  the  winter  of  1851-52,  we  were  witness, 
and  had  the  opportunity  of  subsequently  watching 
the  case.  The  case  was  one  of  croup,  almost  in 
articulo  mortis,  and  although  death  occurred  some 
time  afterward — do  not  recoUect  the  precise  pe- 

riod— most  striking  relief  to  the  sufferer  was 
afforded  by  the  operation,  and  the  want  of  succes--, 
at  the  time,  I  felt  disposed  to  attribute  more  to  the 
carelessness  or  ignoranee  of  the  nurse  than  to  any 
other  cause. 

It  were  a  cause  for  congratulation,  if  all  practi- 
tioners who  have  operated,  would  give  to  the  medi- 

cal public  their  whole  experience  on  this  important 
subject,  no  matter  how  unsuccessfuL  The  results 
would  go  far  to  establish,  what  it  should  be  the 
design  of  every  conscientious  physician  to  ascer- 

tain, either  the  utility  or  non-utility  of  the  ope- 
ration. 

ELECTEO  THESAPEUTICS. 

By  H.  Lassin-g,  M.  D., 
Of  Ne^r  Ycr!c 

Galvanic  Cautery. 

Mrs.  R.,  aged  29,  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
of  which  the  youngest  is  ten  months  of  age,  came 
to  my  office,  and  from  answers  elicited  to  questions, 
I  gathered  the  following  history :    She  has  beerf 
out  of  health  for  some  five  years ;  has  been  mar- 

One  of  the  croup  cases  died  on  the  third  day  after  I  ried  nine  years  ;  always  enjoyed  good  health  be- 
the  operation  of  pneumonia.    In  every  case  the  (  fore  marriage,  but  after  the  birth  of  her  fourth 
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cliild,  some  five  years  since,^  found  her  health,  de- 
clining ;  was  troubled  with  pain  in  her  back  and 

hips  and  a  severe  pain  on  the  top  of  her  head ; 
some  eighteen  months  since  a  vaginal  discharge, 
which  had  previously  been  very  slight,  became 
more  profuse,  foetid,  and  soiled  her-linen,  which 
still  continues,  and  seems  to  get  worse.  Patient 
has  been  much  reduced  in  flesh ;  has  a  poor  atppe- 
tite  ;  is  much  constipated ;  finds  a  sediment  in  her 
water  ever  since  the  discharge  increased,  some 
eighteen  months  since.  Upon  a  vaginal  examina- 

tion I  found,  as  I  had  supposed  I  would,  extensive 
ulcerations  of  the  cervix  uteri,  which,  from  the 

patient's  statements,  had  evidently  been  caused 
by  two  severe  instrumental  deliveries.  The  urinal 
deposit  consisted  of  lithates. 

The  treatment  I  resorted  to  consisted  of  a  thor- 
ough cauterisation,  by  means  of  an  improved  gal- 
vanic cautery,  which,  by  means  of  a  spring,  can 

be  instantaneously  heated  to  a  white  heat,  being 
connected  with  but  a  single  cup  battery  of  peculiar 
construction,  (the  whole  apparatus  only  occupying 
a  space  of  less  than  six  cubic  inches.)  The  cau- 

terisation was  repeated  six  times,  at  intervals  of 
one  week.  For  the  obstinate  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  the  following  pill  was  prescribed : 

I^.    Est.  colocynth.,  gr.  xij. 
Ext.  jalap,  podophylin, 

leptandria,  aa  gr.  vij. 
Ext.  hyosciami,  gr.  iij. 
Ext.  gentian,  gr.  ij. 
01.  menthje  pp.  q.  s.  M. 

Ut  fiat  massa  et  in  pilulae    No.  xv.  div., 
cujus  una,  hora  somnia  sumtr.,  and  a 
teaspoonful  of  the  following  mixture  three 
times  a  day : 

]^.    Quinse  et  ferri  citras,  3ij. 
Vinum  Madeirje.  §iv.  M. 

Upon  examining  patient  yesterday,  being  forty- 
eight  days  from  the  time  treatment  was  com- 

menced, I  found  that  there  was  no  purulent  dis- 
charge ;  urine  healthy  ;  the  ulceration  of  the  uterus 

has  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  organ  is  in  a 
perfectly  normal  state.  Patient  informs  me  that 
she  feels  entirely  well  and  free  from  pain;  that  her 
bowels  are  regular,  and  appetite  excellent. 

Although  this  is  a  very  interesting  case,  I  merely 
give  it  to  show  the  advantages  of  the  galvanic  cau- 

tery over  the  nitrate  of  silver  and  other  escharotics. 
It  possesses  many  advantages,  but  particularly  to 
be  mentioned,  are  its  ease  and  convenience  of  ap- 

plication, the  operator  having  only  the  ebony 
handle  of  the  instrument  in  his  hand,  while,  until 
he  touches  the  spring,  there  is  nothing  cauterizing 
About  the  instrument,  and  therefore  the  operator 
can  apply  the  instrument  deliberately  to  the  part  to 
hfi  cauterized,  without  fear  of  injury,  and  when  all 
ready,  he  touches  the  spring,  and  instantaneously, 
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what  was  previously  harmless,  becomes  a  white 
hot  platina  point,  wire  or  plate,  as  the  case  may 
be.  Neither  is  there  any  danger  of  the  caustic 
breaking,  or  falling  from  the  porte  caustique  into 
the  vagina ;  nor  is  the  operator  compelled  to  stain 
his  fingers ;  and  the  secretion  washing  over  the 
cauterized  surface,  cannot  carry  the  escharotic  to 
healthy  structures. 

While  speaking  of  this  galvanic  cautery,  I  may 
add  that,  with  a  little  variation,  I  employ  it  also 
to  cauterize  the  prostate  glands,  the  fauces, 
larynx,  uvula,  and  to  syphilitic  sores,  and  in  every 
case  find  its  advantages  far  superior  to  any  other 
method  or  means  of  Qauterizing. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

FOREIGN. 

Effects  of  Tobacco  Smoking. 
The  effects  of  tobacco  on  the  system  has  been  a 

subject  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers  and  medical 
and  other  scientific  journals  for  some  time  past.  Dr. 
B.  W.  Richardson,  who  certainly  writes  as  though 
he  was  himself  fond  of  the  luxury  of  a  smoke, 
comes  to  the  following  conclusions  on  the  subject. 
They  are  published  in  the  London  Lancet. 

"  1.  The  effects  that  result  from  smoking  are  due 
to  different  agents  imbibed  by  the  smoker,"viz.,  car- bonic acid,  ammonia,  nicotine,  a  volatile  empyreu- 
matic  substance,  and  a  bitter  extract.  The  more 
common  effects  are  traceable  to  the  carbonic  acid 
and  ammonia  ;  the  rarer  and  m#-e  severe  to  the 
nicotine,  the  empyreumatic  substance,  and  the  ex- tract. 

"  2.  The  eflects  produced  are  very  transitory,  the 
poison  finding  a  ready  exit  from  the  body. 

"  3.  All  the  evils  of  smoking  are  functional  in 
character  ;  and  no  confirmed  smoker  can  ever  be  said, 
so  long  as  he  indulges  in  the  habit,  to  be  well.  But 
it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  becoming  the  subject  of 
organic  and  fatal  disease  because  he  smokes  ! 

"4.  Smoking  produces  disturbances  in  the  blood, 
of  the  stomach,  of  the  heart,  of  the  organs  of  sense, 
of  the  brain,  of  the  nervous  filaments  and  sympa- 

thetic or  organic  nerves,  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth,  and  of  the  bronchial  surface  of  the lungs. 

"  5.  The  statements  to  the  effect  that  tobacco- 
smoke  causes  specific  diseases — such  as  insanity, 
epilepsy,  St.  Vitus'  dance,  apoplexy,  organic  disease 
of  the  heart,  cancer,  and  consumption — have  been 
made  without  any  sufficient  evidence  or  reference  to 
facts.  All  such  statements  arc  devoid  of  truth,  and 
can  never  accomplish  the  object  which  those  who 
propose  them  have  in  view. 

"  6.  As  the  human  body  is  maintained  alive  and  in 
full  vigor  by  its  capacity  within  certain  well-defined 
limits  to  absorb  and  apply  oxygen,  as  the  process  of 
oxydation  is  most  nctivc  niui  moat  required  in  those 
periods  of  life  when  the  structures  of  the  body  are 
attaining  their  full  development,  and  as  tobacco- 
smoke  jiosscsscs  the  power  of  arresting  such  oxyda- 

tion, the  habit  of  smoking  is  deleterious  to  the 

young. 
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*'  7.  In  the  main,  smoking  is  a  luxm*y  which  any nation  of  natural  habits  would  be  better  without. 
The  luxury  is  not  directly  fatal  to  life,  but  its  use 
conveys  to  the  mind  of  the  man  who  looks  upon  it 
calmly  the  unmistakable  idea  of  physical  detriment. 

"  8.  But  as  a  luxury  tendins;  to  this  condition,  it  is 
probably  one  of  the  least  hurtful  of  luxuries.  It  is 
on  this  ground,  in  fact,  that  tobacco  holds  so  firm  a 
position ;  that  of  nearly  every  luxury  it  is  the  least 
injurious.  It  is  innocuous  as  compared  with  alco- 

hol ;  it  does  infinitely  less  harm  than  sugar  (?)  ;  it  is 
in  no  sense  worse  than  tea  ;  and,  by  the  side  of  high 
living,  altogether  it  contrasts  most  favorably.  It  is 
most  antidotal  to  gluttony. 

"  9.  Tobacco  may  also  be  considered,  in  certain 
cases,  as  a  remedy  for  evils  that  lie  deeper  than  its 
own,  and  as  such  a  remedy  it  will  persist  in  holding 
its  place  until  those  evils  be  removed," 

On  the  above  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  remarks  as 
follows : 

"  The  reader  of  the  above  will  at  once  perceive 
that  Dr.  Richardson's  observations  are  as  mildly 
condemnatory  of  the  practice  of  smoking  as  they 
well  can  be;  while  he  admits  that  'no  confirmed 
smoker  can  ever  be  said,  so  long  as  he  indulges  in 
the  habit,  to  be  well ;' while  he  enunciates  the  fact 
that  'as  tobacco-smoking  possesses  the  power  of 
arresting  oxydation,  the  habit  of  smoking  is  delete- 

rious to'the  young,'  yet  he  winds  up  by  saying  that '  it  is  one  of  the  least  hurtful  of  luxuries  ;'  he  makes 
the  extraordinary  statement  that 'it  does  infinitely 
less  harm  than  sugar,'  and  '  is  antidotal  to  gluttony.' So  far  we  must  admit  that  Dr.  Richardson  is  a  most 
competent  and  unprejudiced  judge ;  but  as  his  ver- 

dict fails  to  condemn  the  use  of  tobacco,  on  account 
of  its  direct  effects,  we  must  only  fall  back,  in  the 
absence  of  further  and  more  decisive  evidence,  on 
the  common  sense  view  of  the  case.  Let  us  suppose 
that  it  is  an  open  question  whether  tobacco  be  hurt- 

ful or  not,  and  we  think  we  can  show  that  smoking 
is  a  practice  which  even  the  satisfaction  of  enjoying 
a  luxury  cannot  justify.  In  the  first  place,  we  would 
ask  is  it  not  culpably  foolish  for  the  smoker  to  create 
an  appetite  which  does  not  exist  in  nature?  If  it 
were  possible  for  a  person  to  exist  without  drink, 
would  it  not  be  clearly  wrong  for  him  to  tie  himself 
for  the  future  to  a  want  which  he  may  not  have  the 
means  of  gratifying,  and  how  much  more  is  it  objec- 

tionable to  create  a  necessity  which  entails  inconve- 
nience and  expense?  The  smoker  will  say,  '  but  the 

pipe  is  a  luxury,  and  repays  us  for  the  inconveni- 
ence and  expense ;'  to  which  we  reply,  '  it  is  a  lux- 

ury, because  you  have  made  it  one,  and  a  necessity 
of  your  own  creation.  If  you  had  not  made  the  pipe 
your  master,  you  would  not  have  felt  the  necessity  of 
the  luxury.  The  man  who  never  smoked  feels  no 
loss,  because  he  knows  not  the  appetite.'  In  the second  place,  public  decorum  and  politeness  are  not 
compatible  with  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  it  is  on  this 
ground  that  the  habit  was  attacked  by  the  Times. 
Perhaps  a  smoker  amongst  smokers  commits  no 
breach  of  manners,  for  the  callous  olfactory  senses 
of  his  company  experience  no  discomfort ;  still  he 
should  remember  that  a  large  section  of  the  public, 
and  more  especially  those  to  whom  politeness  is  par- 

ticularly due,  the  aged  and  the  fair  sex,  regard  the 
smell  of  tobacco  as  no  better  than  that  of  assafoe- 
tida,  and  he  should  consider  that  to  lungs  unaccus- 

tomed to  the  fumes  of  the  fragrant  leaf,  smoke  is  as 
distressing  as  sulphureous  vapors.  If  young  men 
remembered  this,  if  they  refrained  from  annoying 
and  inconveniencing  their  neighbors,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  their  own  morbid  appetite,  people  might 
say,  'let  them  poison  themselves  so  long  as  we  are 
none  the  worse.'  Bat  it  is  a  jjatent  fact,  wliich  calls 
for  the  loudest  public  complaint,  that  they  da  not 
refrain,  but  rather  force  their  vitiated  taste  upon  the 
public  on  every  occasion.  A  lady  or  an  old  gentle- 

man cannot  enter  a  railway  carriage,  or  any  place  of 
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open  air,  public  resort,  without  having  their  senses 
off'ended  and  their  clothes  be  scented  with  the  odor  of 
stale  tobacco ;  nor  is  it  considered  unworthy  of  a 
gentleman  in  this  fast  a2:e  to  enter  a  ball-room  or 
theatre  redolent  of  the  filthy  perfume  which  is  insep- 

arable from  his  after-dinner  pipe.  No  one  has  the 
right  to  outrage  good  manners  to  satisfy  his  morbid 
taste,  and  sm»kers  should  not  abuse  the  good  humor 
of  the  public  by  obtruding  their  bad  taste  where  it  is 
out  of  place  ;  but  if  we  are  to  admit  that  the  ques- 

tion of  injury  to  health  is  still  an  open  one,  we  must 
admit  that  the  opponents  of  the  pipe  have  a  jorlma 
facie  case  of  the  most  conclusive  description  in  favor 
of  their  view.  It  is  altogether  impossible  and  con- 

trary to  -every  analogy  that  persons  can  imbibe  even 
the  minutest  doses  of  a  virulent  poison,  such  as  nico- 

tine, without  suffering  injury.  If  the  smokers  have 
no  more  forcible  argument  than  the  pleasure  of 
smoking  to  adduce,  they  must  be  content  to  be  en- 

rolled with  the  opium-eaters,  who  are  ready  to  urge 
the  same  argument.  The  relative  difference  between 
the  smoker  and  opium-eater  is  the  quantity  of  poison 
imbibed,  and  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  believe  that 
a  habit  which  necessitates  such  a  system  can  be  re- 

garded otherwise  than  as  a  degrading  vice,  and 
worthy  of  public  condemnation." 

Appearance  ex*hibited  by  Blood-corpuscles  un- der tlie  influence  of  a  Solution  of  Magenta. 
In  a  paper  to  the  Royal  Society,  Dr.  William 

Roberts  communicates  an  account  of  the  following 
phenomena  : — When  human  blood  and  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  roseaniline  (magenta)  are  mixed  under 
the  slide  of  the  microscope  the  following  changes  are 
observed  : — The  blood  discs  speedily  lose  their  opac- 

ity ;  they  become  trans])arent,  and  assume  a  faint 
rose-colour.  They  also  expand  sensibly  and  lose 
their  biconcave  figure.  A  dark  red  spot  is  observed 
on  some  portion  of  each  periphery,  whilst  their 
nuclei  are  displayed  with  great  clearness,  dyed  a 
magnificent  carbuncle  red.  Blood  from  the  horse, 
pig,  ox,  sheep,  deer,  camel,  cat,  rabbit,  and  kangaroo, 
gave  similar  results  as  regards  the  red  corpuscles. 
The  nucleated  blood  discs  of  the  oviparous  classes 
also  yielded  like  results,  whilst  the  macula,  or  spot 
upon  the  periphery  (although  sometimes  difficult  to 
find,  it  having  suffered  eclipse  from  the  nucleus), 
was  even  more  decidedly  developed  than  upon  the 
mammalian  blood  discs.  The  maculne  wer.e  detected 
in  the  fowl,  frog,  dace,  and  minnow.  The  author 
goes  on  to  state  that  this  macula  is  in  each  case 
clearly  situated  in  the  cell-wall,  and  not  in  the  inte- 

rior of  the  corpuscle.  The  main  deduction  to  be 
drawn  from  the  aboA^e  experiments  (and  also  the  fol- 

lowing ones  made  with  a  solution  of  tannin)  seems 
to  be  that  the  cell -Avails  of  the  blood  discs  do  not 
possess  the  simplicity  of  structure  usually  attributed 
to  them.  Blood-corpuscles  floating  in  their  OAvn 
serum,  or  after  treatment  Avith  acetic  acid  and  Avater, 
appear  to  be  furnished  Avith  perfectly  plain  envelopes 
of  a  simple  homogeneous  membrane.  We  think 
Avith  the  author  that  his  experiments  decide  this 
question  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Action  of  Tannin  upon  Blood-corpuscles. 
The  remaining  half  of  Dr.  Roberts'  paper  is  de- 

voted to  experiments  performed  Avith  tannin.  It 
seems  that  Avhen  blood  is  treated  under  the  micro- 

scope with  a  solution  of  tannin  (three  grains  to  the 
ounce),  the  corpuscles  thoAV  out  highly  refractive 
buds  or  projections  upon  their  surfaces.  These  pro- 

jections are  usually  about  one-fourtli  the  size  of  the 
corpuscle  on  Avhich  they  are  fixed,  but  they  vary 
considerably  ;  very  rarely  in  mammalian  blood  tAvo 
projections  Avere  seen,  and  as  rarely  a  corpuscle  dc- I  void  of  any. 
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"  The  projections  were  commonly  ronnd  or  dome- 
shaped,  bordered  with  a  deeply  refractiTe  outline. 
Freqtiently  a  minnte  apparently  Tcsicular  body  could 
be  seen  within  this  outline,  and  then  the  projection 
presents  a  curiously  hooded  aspect.  In  a  urinary 
deposit,  from  a  lad  i2  years  of  age,  containing  blood 
and  pus,  nearly  every  blood-disc  presented  the 
hooded  appearance  after  the  addition  of  tannin.  The 
projections  in  the  blood  of  the  frog  had  a  strong  ten- 

dency to  multiply.  .  .  Even  five  would  rise  in 
succession  on  the'  face  of  the  disc.  It  appeared  too not  unfrequently  as  if  the  entire  outer  membrane  of 
the  cell  was  detached  from  the  parts  beneath,  and 
raised  in  eight  or  ten  unequal  elevations,  giving  the 
outline  of  the  disc  an  irregularly  crenate  appearance." The  formation  of  the  projections  could  be  watched 
without  difficulty,  the  author  says,  by  acting  upon 
defibrinated  blood  obtained  by  allowing  fowls'  blood 
to  sink  through  a  column  of  syrup  (sp.  gr.  1025.) 

Fowls'  blood  washed  in  this  way  was  mixed  in 
a  little  glass  with  five  times  its  volume  of  the  tannin- 
solution,  and  a  drop  immediately  put  under  the 
microscope.  The  discs  first  enlarge  and  become 
rounded,  and  the  central  nucleus  comes  into  view. — 
In  thirty  to  forty  seconds  the  pallulation  begins,  and 
each  corpuscle  with  instantaneous  rapidity  and  with- 

out previous  sign,  throws  out  its  bud.  The  disc 
itself  suffers  not  t^he  leasi  disturbance  during  this 
act,  it  preserves  its  symmetry  unchanged,  as  if  it 
had  no  concern  beyond  that  of  proximity  with  the 
sudden  apparition  on  its  surface." In  these  experiments  no  visible  rupture,  according 
to  the  author,  took  place  in  the  cell-wall,  as  the 
original  outline,  of  the  cell-wall  could  be  distin- 

guished through  the  projections.  On  adding  acetic 
acid  to  these  altered  corpuscles  they  regained  their 
pristine  form,  at  least  it  was  so  in  human  hlood  : 
but  acetic  acid  failed  to  produce  the  reducing  action 
when  applied  to  the  corpuscles  of  the  fowl."  Gallic acid  and  a  number  of  other  substances,  which  the 
author  tried,  failed  in  producing  any  phenomena. — 
From  these  experiments,  and  also  those  enumerated 
above,  Dr.  Roberts  draws  certain  conclusions,  which 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows : — 

That  the  appearances  produced  in  the  blood-discs 
of  the  ovipara  and  those  observed  in  the  mammalian 
corpuscles,  support  the  view  that  these  corpuscles 
are  homologous  as  wholes  ;  also,  that  the  envelope 
of  the  vertebrate  blood-discs  is  a  double  membrane, 
or  that  within  the  outer  covering  there  is  an  interior 
vesicle  which  encloses  the  coloured  contents  and  the 
nucleus  in  the  ovipara.  The  blood-corpuscle  may 
then  be  viewed  as  similar  to  a  vegetable  cell,  the 
inner  vesicle  corresponding  to  the  primordial  utricle. 
—Dublin  Med.  Press. 

Mechanism  of  Emesis. 
Dr.  Patry  forwarded  some  time  since  to  the  Acad- 

emy a  case  of  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen, 
with  remarks  on  the  mechanism  of  emesis.  In  the 
name  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
paper,  M.  Sappet  reported  on  Dr.  Patrt's  com- 

munication. The  patient  was  a  shepherd  boy,  aged 
11,  who  was  tossed  by  a  bull  ;  the  abdominal'wound was  so  extensive  that  tlie  stomach,  spleen,  and  a 
portion  of  the  intestines  were  exposed  to  view.  Dr. 
Patry's  researches  and  the  learned  reporter's  per- 

sonal observations  show  that  the  theory  of  vomiting 
may  be  re^luced  to  the  two  following  proj)ositions  : — 
1.  Four  organs  have  a  share  in  producing  emesis — 
viz.,  the  CESOpliagus,  stomach,  diai>hragMi,  and  ab- 

dominal muscles,  which  Cf»titract  simultaneously. — 
The  action  of  the  stf^mach  is  slow,  gradual,  often 
scarcely  apparent,  but  permanent.  The  other  mus- 

cular structures  act  in  a  distinctly  spasmodic  manner. 
2.  The  share  of  each  of  the  organs  in  the  result 

depends  on  the  mode  rather  than  on  the  energy  of 
Action,  as  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  oesoph- 

agus and  stomach  contract  slowly,  and  propel  the 

contents  of  the  viscus  progressively  towards  the 
mouth  after  every  eflort. 

In  M.  Patbt's  case,  although  the  intestines  were 
exposed  to  air  for  a  lengthened  period,  and  panly 
desiccated,  the  patient  recovered  :  and  M.  CLOQm 
took  this  opportunity  of  relating  a  singular  instance 
illustrative  of  the  innocuity  of  exposure  of  the  bowels. 
Some  thirty  years  since,  the  Professor  was  com- 

pelled to  operate  in  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia. 
The  patient,  disregarding  every  injunction,  got  up 
and  sat  down  before  the  fire,  and  at  the  surgeon's 
next  visit  he  found  the  intestines  protruding  throueh 
the  wound,  and  partly  dried  up  by  the  heat.  Tha 
woman  was  replaced  in  bed.  the  bowels  were  returned 
into  the  abdomen,  and  a  perfect  cure  was  ultimately 
effected. — Jour,  de  Med.  and  Dublin  Med.  Fress. 

On  ImpregnatiorL. 
Dr.  F.  J.  VT.  Packmax  writes  as  follows  to  the 

Zo7uIm7i  Lancet : — Sir, — It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
queen  bees  lay  female  eggs  first,  and  male  eggs  after- 

wards. Also,  that  if  her  conception  be  protracted 
beyond  a  lunar  month  from  her  birth,  she  will  pro- 

duce males  only. 
In  the  htunan  female  conception  in  the  first  half 

of  the  time  between  menstrual  periods  produces 
female  offspring,  and  male  in  the  latter. 
Numerous  instances  of  females  being  "  out "  in reckoning  the  time  of  their  parturition  gave  rise  in 

my  mind  to  a  suspicion  of  the  ex"stence  of  some law  "  as  a  cause :  and  from  the  frequency  of  a 
male  child  coming,  I  usually  concluded  and  predicted 
that  a  late  case  was  due  to  an  idle  boy  "  and  rarely 
failed  in  being  right.  The  law  above  stated  explains 
these  irregularities  ;  and  its  existence  has  been  con- 

firmed by  a  frieud  on  whose  testimony  as  to  its  being 
a  fact  implicit  reliance  may  be  placed. 

That  law  of  generation  applies  also  to  animals, 
and  1  irobably  to  all  animated  beings. 

Whether  regarded  as  applicable  to  produce  a  male 
or  a  female  population,  an  heir  or  an  heiress  to  a 
title  or  an  estate,  or  successor  to  a  throne, — or  to  the 
incalculable  advantages  of  breeding  male  or  female 
stock,  and  ultimately  rendering  the  whole  feminine 
creation  subservient  to  the  necessities  and  will  of 
man,  it  must  tend  to  raise  our  admiration  of  the 
Creator's  power  of  regulating  our  existence  by  laws 
even  more  mysterious  than  those  yet  known  to  us. 

Evidence  of  the  universal  existence  of  such  a  law, 
and  of  its  applicability  to  the  purposes  of  man  in 
"  affording  a  check  to  an  overpopulating  of  the 
globe,"  counterbalancing  the  effects  of  war  and  emi- 

j  gration  by  raising  a  male  population,  in  proportion 
I  to  the  demand,  instead  of  females,  and  in  breeding 
male  instead  of  female  flesh  for  the  service  and  sus- 

tenance of  our  race,  may  be  naturally  expected  in 
time,  as  its  bearing  among  animated  nature  becomes 
understood  and  developed. 

Hoping  that  this  communication  may  serve  to  in- 
crease our  physiological  knowledge  of  uterine  func- 

tions, I  beg  your  permission  to  have  it  inserted  in 
your  scientific  and  valuable  journal. 

Maternal  Impressions. 
Dr.  John  S.  Beale  communicates  the  following  to 

the  London  Lancet : 
>Irs,  ̂   J  aged  twenty-four  years,  primipara,  a 

woman  of  delicate  build,  and  highly  nervous  tem- 
,  perament,  suffered  a  great  deal  during  her  pregnancy 
i  with  mornin<r  sickness,  faintinirs,  and  crreat  despon- 

dency of  spirits.  About  ten  weeks  previous  to  her 
delivery  slie  had  a  few  scattered  spots  of  "herpes'* on  the  front  of  the  chest,  which  disappeared  under 
ordinary  treatment,  when  some  kind,  good-natured, 
knowinl'  old  woman  informed  her  it  was  the  "  small- 

pox, and  that  without  doubt  her  child  would  suffer 
from  the  same  disease."   The  bare  notion  of  this 
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preyed  very  much  upon  her  mind,  and  her  husband 
and  myself  both  failed  in  driving  the  absorbing 
notion  from  her  brain. 

On  June  22nd  she  sent  for  me,  having  been  in 
labour  some  four  hours.  On  rupturing  the  mem- 

branes, a  most  unusual  quantity  of  amniotic  fluid 
escaped,  coming  away  in  gushes  with  the  commence- 

ment of  each  pain.  On  the  child  being  born,  I 
noticed  it  had  been  dead  for  several  days,  the  head, 
face,  and  whole  surface  of  the  body  being  covered  at 
about  three-quarter  inch  intervals  with  pustules,  ex- 

actly resembling  in  size,  form,  and  appearance  the 
small-pox  vesicles  at  maturity.  The  depression  in 
the  centre  was  plainly  marked.  When  the  topmost 
cuticle  was  detached,  there  was  no  fluid  of  any  sort 
underneath.  The  mother's  flrst  remark  was,  "  Is  the 
child  marked  ?"  she  fully  believed  it  would  be  so. — 
We  well  know  how  mysterious  are  the  freaks  of  na- 

ture in  cases  of  this  description.  Still  I  think  a  care- 
ful compilation  of  numerous  cases  would  tend  even- 

tually to  throw  more  light  on  the  matter. 
The  following  cases  have  occurred  in  my  prac- 

tice : — 
1.  A  child  born  with  one  eye  of  a  light-blue  color 

(right  eye)  ;  the  other  a  dark  hazel.  Mother  says 
she  had  seen  a  child  with  similar  eyes  sitting  on  a 
doorstep  in  Lisson-grove. 

2.  Child  born  with  mouth  and  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities resembling  those  of  a  dog.  Mother  states 

that  she  was  worried  and  torn  by  a  dog  whilst  she 
was  in  the  seventh  month  of  gestation. 

3.  Child  born  with  left  eye  blackened  as  from  a 
blow.  The  mother  stated  that  her  husband  came 
home  irritated,  and  struck  her  (eight  hours  previous 
to-  her  confinement)  on  the  corresponding  part  of  her face. 

4.  A  child  born  with  four  little  fins  or  stumps  for 
upper  and  lower  extremities.  The  mother  had  been 
frightened  by  seeing  a  man  maimed  in  his  lower  ex- 

tremities, who  used  to  traverse  the  streets  on  a  board 
with  wheels. 

5.  Child  born  ten  nights  after  display  of  fireworks 
in  commemoration  of  Crimean  war.  Child's  feet 
were  covered  with  bladders  of  serum,  similar  to  those 
arising  from  scald  or  burn.  The  mother  was  alarm- 

ed by  the  descent  of  a  stick  of  a  discharged  fire- 
rocket,  which  struck  the  roof  close  by  the  place 
where  she  was  standing. 

Digitalis  a  Cardiac  Tonic. 
The  following  case  with  remarks  by  Dr.  Hand- 

field  Jones  was  originally  published  with  others  in 
the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  and  was  copied  into 
Braithwaite's  Ketrospect,  from  which  we  copy 
it.  We  would  add,  that  having  had  considerable  ex- 

perience in  the  use  of  large  doses  of  digitalis  in 
delirium  tremens,  we  can  unhesitatingly  commend  it 
to  the  notice  of  our  readers  : 

E.  G.,  a  carpenter,  aged  fifty,  was  admitted 
February  28.  He  has  been  ill  one  year.  He  has 
had  no  rheumatic  fever  nor  "  inflammation  of  the 
chest ;"  no  arcus  senilis,  and  he  is  not  aufemic. 
He  complains  that  walking  a  little  distance  brings 
on  a  violent  fluttering  and  trembling  sensation  at 
the  praecordia,  attended  by  a  sense  of  suftbcatiou, 
and  also  pain  in  the  shoulders  and  numbness  of 
the  right  hand  and  great  perspiration.  Wlien  this 
goes  ofl"  it  leaves  the  "  heart  heavy,"  and  he  is excessively  weak,  and  has  a  feeling  as  if  his  knees 
would  give  way,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  con- 

tinually making  water,  which  is  clear.  He  says  he 
is  often  obliged  to  press  his  side  to  get  relief  from 
the  heavy,  dead,  gnawing  pain.  A  full  meal  will  in- 

crease his  distress  ;  he  cannot  lie  down  for  the  sense 
of  suffocation.  Pulse  weak,  small,  regular,  visible 
at  both  elbows,  scarcely  so  at  wrist.  Jugulars  not 
distended.  No  dropsy.  Respiration  quiet.  No 
morbid  sounds  in  posterior  parts  of  chest.  Right 

lung  descends  far,  pushing  down  liver  ;  left  seems 
of  normal  size.  The  impulse  of  the  heart  is  diff'used, visible  in  epigastrium,  not  in  normal  situation.  Its 
rhythm  is  quite  regular.  To  the  left,  outside  of 
papillary  vertical  line,  at  the  base  of  the  left  of  the 
sternum,  up  to  both  clavicles,  and  at  both  sides  of 
neck,  and  at  each  side  of  the  epigastrium,  a  loud, 
single,  prolonged,  blowing  murmur  is  heard,  loudest 
at  the  sides  of  the  epigastrium.  No  other  sound  is 
audible.  Murmur  at  heart  is  nearly  synchronous 
with  the  radial  pulse,  rather  precedes  it.  Exercise 
makes  the  murmur  louder. 

From  the  date  of  his  admission  to  April  21,  he  took 
iodide  of  potassium,  compound  iron  pill,  with 
opium,  strychnia,  ammonio-citrate  of  iron,  and  ses- 
quicarbonate  of  ammonia,  in  infusion  of  calumba. 
The  last  was  of  material  benefit  for  some  while,  but 
at  the  end  of  the  time  he  was  in  much  the  same 
state  as  at  first.  He  was  then  ordered,  I^.  Tine, 
digitalis,  in.  xij. ;  tine,  ferri  muriat.,  Ifl  xv.  ;  spt. 
teth.  chlor.  Ill.x.  ;  aq.,  §  j-,  ter  die. 

This  he  took  with  some  phosphorated  oil,  after 
the  first  three  weeks,  till  June  2.  On  this  he  im- 

proved very  much,  and  described  himself  on  May  19 
as  having  less  fluttering,  trembling,  and  breathless- 
ness,  but  that  as  soon  as  he  got  tired  his  heart  became 
"heavy  and  dead."  The  digitalis  was  omitted,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  causing  some  gastric  irritation.  He 
went  on  with  sesquicarbonate  of  ammonia  in  infusion 
of  chiretta,  and  with  the  phosphorated  oil,  to  which 
was  added,  on  June  5,  a  scruple  of  the  saccharated 
carbonate  of  iron  three  times  a-day.  On  the  19th 
his  symptoms  were  worse,  but  the  breath  sound  was 
still  clear,  especially  at  the  back  of  the  chest.  The 
digitalis,  iron  and  chloric  ether  mixture  was  now  re- 

sumed, the  dose  of  the  flrst  being  fifteen  minims  three 
times  a-day. 

June  26th.  The  patient  remarks,  "  I  think  that 
medicine  seems  to  agree  with  me."  He  could  lie 
down  now  for  three  or  four  hours,  which  he  was  un- able to  do  before.  To  take  the  mixture  four  times a-day. 

He  continued  decidedly  improved  till  July  7,  when 
he  complained  of  a  painful  sensation,  like  that  re- 

sulting from  a  violent  blow  at  the  region  of  the  heart 
which  seemed  to  be  connected  with  an  attack  of 
catarrh.  On  July  10th  the  iron  and  chloric  ether 
were  exchanged  for  a  mixture  containing  four  grains 
of  quinine  and  fifteen  minims  of  tincture  digitalis. 
This  seemed  to  agree  fairly  well  with  him  for  four- 

teen days,  after  which  Dr.  Jones  lost  sight  of  him 
for  nearly  a  month.  When  he  saw  him  again  dropsy 
had  set  in,  and  there  was  considerable  gastric  dis- 

order. The  dropsy  increased,  and  he  died  towards 
the  end  of  September.  The  urine  on  August  25th 
was  fairly  healthy,  free  from  albumen.  Dr.  Jones 
pressed  very  much  to  be  allowed  a  post-mortem,  but 
was'  refused. 

Remarks  by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones. — The  foregoing 
case  is  an  exquisite  example  of  great  dilatation  and 
enfeebleraent  of  the  heart.  The  hypertrophy  was 
much  less  than  in  the  first  case,  and  the  dilatation 
was  quite  predominant.  No  better  case  could  be 
imagined  to  test  the  influence  of  digitalis,  and  the 
result  was  certainly  unequivocal.  Instead  of  causing 
any  further  depression  of  the  enfeebled  organ,  it 
decidedly  increased  its  tone  and  power,  and  cuaMcd 
it  to  carry  on  its  function  better  than  when  any  other 
remedy  was  given.  If  digitalis  were  in  any  degree 
a  cardiac  depressant,  it  would  have  extinguished  the 
weak  contractility  of  this  poor  fellow's  heart,  instead 
of  arousing  it.  No  special  diuretic  action  ensiied 
from  its  administration  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  dropsy 
for  some  considerable  time,  the  improvement  of  the 
heart's  action  cannot  be  referred  to  any  relief  of  the 
circulation  in  this  way.  On  the  Avhole,  the  two 
cases  related  afford  some  evidence  that  digitalis  is  a 
cardiac  tonic,  and  certainly  prove  that  it  maybe  given 
with  advantage  in  cases  of  great  cardiac  debility. 
The  observations  of  Winogradoff  and  of  Traube, 
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arteries,  go  very  much  "to  confirm  this  view;  and KuLP's  account  of  the  action  of  digitalis  in  inflam- 
matorv  disease,  seems  to  prove  that  it  induces  arterial 
contraction,  rendering  the  hands  and  face  cold.  Its 
action  upon  the  uterus  in  menorrhagia,  and  on  the 
arteries  in  hemorrhai:-es,  seems,  also,  to  be  of  th's kind.  Diminishing  the  frequency  and  arrest  of  the 
heart's  action  depend  according  to  Traube,  on  the 
predominating  excitement  of  the  vagi,  the  regulating 
nerves  of  the  lieart ;  while  increased  action  depends 
on  the  sympathetic  nerves  being  more  strongly  ex- 

cited, lie  regards  the  action  of  digitalis  as  at  first 
stimulating  and  afterwards  depressing.  I  am  in- 

clined to  question  this  view,  as  certainly  in  the  above 
cases  ther  ■  Avas  no  evidence  of  its  causing  depression 
at  any  tinie.  It  seems  to  me  more  probable  that, 
■when' diiritalis  induces  dangerous  symptoms,  it  is from  its  producing  a  tetanic  state  of  the  heart,  i.  e., 
stimulating:  tliis  hollow  muscle  so  strongly  to  con- 

tact, that  it  does  not  dul-  relax  and  admit  a  supply 
of  blood.  In  any  fatal  case  of  digitalis  poisoning  it 
■would  be  most  important  to  ascertain  the  exact  state 
of  the  heart's  cavities,  whether  they  were  contracted 
or  relaxed.  On  the  whole,  I  am  much  inclined  to 
tbink  that  digitalis  may  be  more  safely  used  in 
asthenic  conditions  of  the  heart  than  in  the  opposite. 
What  little  experience  I  have  had  of  its  use  in 
delirum  tremens  points  in  the  same  direction.  It 
seems  to  be  injurious  in  sthenic,  and  beneficial  in 
asthenic  cases. 

The  phosphorated  oil  referred  to  in  the  second 
case  is  made  with  phosphorus  and  almond  oil,  five 
or  ten  grains  to  the  ounce.    Dose,  5  drops. 

On  the  Action  of  Digitalis. 

On  this  subject  "W.  B.  Kesteven,  Esq.,  writes  as follows  in  the  3fedical  Times  and  Gazette: 
Attention  having  recently  been  directed  to  the 

eflects  of  digitalis,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  or  un- 
instructive  to  your  readers  to  have  their  attention 
directed  to  the  opinions  expressed  in  Dr.  Fuller's 
recent  work  on  "  Diseases  of  the  Chest."  Dr.  Ful- 

ler is  Avell  known  as  a  man  of  sound  practical  judg- 
ment, and  one  who  does  not  express  an  opinion  with- 

out having  duly  weighed  all  the  facts  on  which  it  is 
based.  It' is  urged  by  Dr.  Fuller,  that  the  general notion  of  the  danirer  attending  the  administration  of 
diLMtalis  in  dilatation  of  heart  is  incorrect,  incon- 

sistent with  fact,  and  founded  on  the  erroneous  im- 
pression, that  digitalis  exercises  a  depressing  influ- 

ence over  the  action  of  the  heart,  and,  therefore, 
leads  to  accumulation  and  coagulation  of  the  b  ood 
in  its  cavities,  if  not  to  actual  paralysis  of  its  mus- 

cular structure.  Dr.  Fuller  affirms,  that  digitalis 
Btiinulatcs  the  muscular  fil)res  of  the  hearty  and 
antcmcnts  the  contractility  of  the  capillaries  ;  that 
•when  it  kills,  it  is  not  by  ]>aralysis,  but  by  tonic  con- 

traction and  spasm  of  the  lieart ;  that,  such  being 
the  case,  it  is  a  valua)>le  remedy  in  dilatation,  and 
dangerous  only  when  administered  in  hypertrophy. 
The  ;rrf>uhds  given  by  Dr.  Fi  LLEit  for  these  opinions 
arc  thus  stated  by  the  autlior  ip.  592)  : — 

"  Ist.  During  many  years,  I  have  observed  that 
the  cases  of  lieart  disease  most  benefited  by  digitalis 
have  been  those  in  which  the  heart  has  been  weak 
and  dilated,  and  the  ]mi1sc  feeble  and  irregular.  In 
these  the  pulse  has  become  stronger  and  steadier,  and 
lehs  frequent  under  its  actifin. 

"  2nd.  In  the  only  cases  in  which  I  liave  known 
death  to  occur  suddenly  during  the  administration  of 
digitalis,  the  heart  has  bef.-n  hypertrophied  and  firmly contracted.  This  may  have  been  a  coincidence,  but, 
viewed  in  ccmnection  with  the  results  of  experiments 
to  which  I  shall  presently  refer,  it  is,  at  least,  a  sus- 
pi  cious  faft. 

"lid.  Dr.  Dickenson  has  pointed  out  (Med.  Chir. 
T  pans.,  vol.  xxxix.),  and  1  have  repeatedly  verified 

his  observation,  that  digitalis,  if  given  in  full  doses, 
induces  violent  uterine  contraction,  and  checks 
uterine  hemorrhage  ;  and,  inasmuch,  as  its  action  in 
staying  menorrhagia  and  uterine  hemorrhage  is  per- 

manent, it  seems  fair  to  conclude  that  it  g'ives  tone to  the  capillaries,  and  increases  their  contractility. 
"  4th.  This  view  is  borne  out  by  what  I  have  long 

since  observed  relative  to  its  action  in  arresting 
hemoptysis,  viz.,  that  whilst  effecting  the  object  re- 

quired, it  does  not  weaken  but  rather  increases  the 
force  of  the  pulse,  though  it  lessens  its  frequency. 

"  5th.  When  patients  die  of  delirium  tremens,  the 
pulse  is  usually  rapid  and  fluttering  before  death, 
and  the  heart  is  found  weak,  flaccid,  and  distended 
with  blood  afterwards.  These  are  just  the  cases  in 
which,  on  the  commonly  received  doctrines  as  to  the 
action  of  digitalis,  the  drug  ought  necessarily  to 
prove  fatal,  and  yet  modern  experience  has  shown 
that  in  these  cases  it  is  tolerated,  even  in  excessive 
doses.  My  impression  is,  that  its  remedial  action  in 
these  cases  depends  on  its  stimulating  the  heart,  sub- 

duing its  irritability,  and  increasing  the  tonicity  and 
contractility  of  the  heart  and  capillaries,  so  that  the 
brain  is  better  supplied  with  blood,  and  the  effusion 
of  its  more  fluid  parts,  Avhich  gave  rise  to  the  "wet 
brains  "  of  habitual  drunkards,  is  avoided. 

"  6th.  It  has  been  proved  by  experiments  on  ani- 
mals (Dr.  H.  Jones)  that  when  death  is  induced  by 

digitalis,  the  heart  is  not  flaccid  aud  distended  with 
blood,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  but,  on  the  conti-ary, 
empty,  contracted  to  the  utmost,  and  in  a  state  of 
tonic  spasm.  All  these  facts  confirm  my  view  as  to 
the  action  of  digitalis  ;  and  if  it  is  correct,  its  prac- 

tical importance  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 
cardiac  dilatation  can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

The  preceding  extract  places  before  us  clearly  all 
that  can  be  said  on  the  action  of  digitalis,  that, 
although  long,  it  will  not,  I  believe,  be  found  too 
long  to  claim  the  careful  attention  of  your  readers. 
Having  myself  observed  the  clinical  facts  stated  by 
Dr.  Fuller,  I  would,  with  much  difference,  beg  per- 

mission to  endorse  the  practical  views  thus  put  forth 
on  the  therapeutic  value  of  digitalis. 

Horsehair  Sutures. 

Dr.  Jasper  Cargill  in  a  communication  to  the 
London  Lancet,  says  : — 

On  reading  Mr.  Thomas  Smith's  interesting  article 
"On  Horseliair  as  a  Substitute  for  Wire,"  I  ■\\as 
determined  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  on  the  principle 
that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  profession  as  well  as 
our  patients  to  make  use  of  inventions  so  evidently 
commendable. 

The  first  case  was  an  adult,  on  whom  I  operated 
for  phymosis  ;  but  he  resided  so  far  away  from  me 
that  I  cannot  give  details  of  the  recovery.  All  I 
know  about  it  is  that  he  got  well  very  soon,  and  did 
not  keep  his  bed  for  one  day. 

On  the  5th  February,  I  removed  an  epithelial  can- 
cer from  .the  lower  lip  of  a  young  man.  I  made  the 

usual  V-incision,  aud  stitched  up  the  wound  with 
three  horsehair  sutures,  previously  soaked  in  water, 
as  recommended  by  ]Mr.  Smith.  I  saw  the  patient 
every  day  (who  returned  to  his  work  as  clerk  in  a 
store  immediately  after  the  operation),  and  I  was 
])articularly  pleased  with  the  complete  success  of  this 
unirritating  suture.  At  the  end  of  seven  days  the 
wound  had  entirely  healed  without  any  suppuration, 
and  the  sutures  were  in  sUu,  and  readily  removed. 

The  next  case  was  a  negro,  on  whose  tongue  was  a 
wound,  dividing  it  nearly  across  (the  result  of  a  bite 
from  a  man  in  a  fight).  I  brought  the  edges  of  the 

i  wound  together  Avith  horsehair  sutures,  and  in  three 
days  union  without  suppuration  had  taken  place,  the 
sutures  remaining  in  their  i)laces. 

I  am  i)erfectly  persuaded  that  the  horsehair  suture 
is  <///;  proper  thing  in  all  cases  where  the  tension  is 

i  not  too  great. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  EEPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  12,  1863. 

THE  LECTUKE  SEASODXT. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  winter 
courses  of  instruction  in  the  various  medical  col- 

leges. The  advertisements  of  many  of  them  will 
be  found  in  our  columns. 

In  our  principal  cities  instruction  is  given  by 
means  of  public  and  private  lectures.  The  public 

lectures  are  given  in  chartered  institutions — uni- 
versities or  colleges — which  have  the  power  of 

granting  the  diploma,  or  legal  license,  to  practice 

medicine.  Of  these  institutions,  there  are  in  ope- 
ration at  this  time  in  the  United  States,  so  far  as 

we  are  at  present  informed,  twenty- seven,  which 
are  located  as  follows  : — In  Maine,  one,  at  Port- 
laud  ;  in  New  Hampshire,  one,  at  Hanover ;  in 
Vermont,  two,  at  Burlington,  and  at  Woodstock ; 

in  Massachusetts,  two,  at  Boston,  and  at  Pitts- 
field;  in  Connecticut,  one,  at  New  Haven;  in  New 

York,  eight,  four  in  New  York  city,  one  in  Brook- 
lyn, one  in  Albany,  one  in  Geneva,  and  one  in 

Buffalo ;  in  Pennsylvania,  two,  in  Philadelphia  ; 
in  Maryland,  one,  at  Baltimore ;  in  District  of  Co- 

lumbia, one,  at  Washington  city  ;  in  Ohio,  four, 
two  at  Cincinnati,  one  at  Columbus,  and  one  at 

Cleveland;  in  Illinois,  two,  at  Chicago ;  in  Michi- 
gan, one,  at  Ann  Arbor ;  and  in  Missouri,  one,  at 

St.  Louis.  It  is  possible  that  the  two  Kentucky 
medical  schools,  one  at  Louisville  and  one  at  Lex- 

ington, will  be  in  operation  the  coming  winter,  but 
we  are  at  present  unadvised  on  the  subject. 

These  schools  are  in  the  main  supplied  with  able 
instructors,  and  offer  excellent  advantages  to 
medical  students.  There  are  some  advantages  to 
be  had  in  the  larger  cities  which  serve  to.  bring  to 
them  far  the  largest  number  of  students.  The 

outbreak  of  >the  rebellion  for  a  time  seriously 
affected  the  principal  schools — but  they  have  now 
almost  entirely  recovered  from  the  blow,  and  all 
are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  demands  of  the  Government  for  surgeons 
have  drawn  heavily  on  our  profession,  and  ample 

•provision  must  be  made  for  future  exigencies. 
For,  whether  the  war  continues,  or  peace  soon 
dawns  on  our  land  again,  the  demands  for  medical 

men  will  continue  to  be  great  for  some  time  to 

come.  We,  therefore,  confidently  expect  that  the 

colleges  will  all  have  full  classes  the  coming  win- 
ter, and  no  doubt  special  pains  will  be  taken  on 

the  part  of  teachers  to  impart,  and  on  that  of  stu- 
dents to  acquire  such  knowledge  as  will  be  availa- 

ble in  an  application  for  a  position  in  the  Govern- 
ment service. 

The  two  medical  schools  in  this  city,  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 

and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  have  able  facul- 
ties, and  will,  no  doubt,  maintain  their  position  as 

the  chief  medical  schools  of  the  country.  Into  the 

former,  young  life  and  energy  has  been  infused  by 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith  to  the  chair 

of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  R.  A.  F.  Pen- 
rose to  that  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women. 

Both  these  gentlemen  are  experienced,  capable 
teachers,  and  good  lecturers,  and  both  are  popular 
with  students.  The  only  recent  change  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  is  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Ellerslie  Wallace  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics  and 

the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  which  is  an 
excellent  and  popular  one.  Dr.  Wallace  has  long 
been  connected  with  the  Jefferson  College,  and  he 
is  favorably  known  to  the  alumni  of  that  celebrated 
school. 

Private  lectures  constitute  an  important  part  of 
the  course  of  medical  instruction  in  our  principal 
cities.  In  this  city  the  principal  private  lectures 
that  are  given  are  at  the  Philadelphia  School  of 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  on  Anatomy  by  Dr.  Gar- 
RETTSON,  and  on  Surgery  by  Dr.  D.  Hayes  x\gnew. 
The  former  gentleman  is  one  of  our  most  enthusi- 

astic anatomical  students,  is  an  excellent  lecturer, 

and  is  rapidly  acquiring  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  our  best  anatomical  teachers.  Dr.  Agnew 

has  been  for  several  years  engaged  in  teaching 
anatomy  and  surgery  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  well 
known  all  over  the  country  for  his  ability  as  an 
anatomist  and  surgeon,  and  particularly  for  his 

peculiai;.  qualifications  as  a  teacher.  He  always 
commands  large  classes.  In  any  other  city  the 

Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy  would  be  a  char- 
tered college.  In  the  number  of  its  students  it 

surpasses  most  of  the  chartered  medical  schools  of 
the  country,  and  indeed  rivals  the  two  great  schools 
of  this  city. 

Another  course  of  private  instruction,  accompa- 
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nied  by  lectures  and  demonstrations,  whose  im- 

portance to  the  student  cannot  easily  be  over- 

estimated, is  Mr.  Edward  Parrish's  course  on 
Practical  Pharmacy.  Mr.  Parkish  has  long  been 

engaged  in  giving  instruction  on  this  all-important 
branch  to  the  student  who  would  become  a  com- 

petent practitioner,  and  his  ability  as  a  lecturer 
and  teacher  are  well  known. 

Clinical  instruction,  being  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  knowledge  imparted  in  the  lecture- 

room,  forms  a  prominent  part  of  the  course  in  all 
our  medical  colleges.  Of  course  the  facilities  for 
clinical  teaching  is  greatest  in  the  larger  cities, 

and  in  them  it  is  more  systematically  given.  Be- 
sides the  clinics  at  the  several  colleges,  the  prin- 
cipal hospitals  in  all  our  large  cities  are  freely 

open  on  stated  days  to  medical  students,  and  their 
staffs  are  generally  appointed  with  a  special  view 
to  their  ability  to  impart  clinical  instruction  to  the 
medical  classes. 

STATISTICS  OF  PERSONS  OF  AFRICAN 
DESCENT. 

A  Commission  has  been  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  colored 

population,  emancipated  by  the  President's  pro- 
clamation and  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  to  re- 

port what  measures  are  necessary  to  place  them  in 

a  condition  of  self-support  and  self-defence,  with 
the  least  disturbance  of  the  great  industrial  inte- 

rests of  the  country. 
The  Commission  are  seeking  to  ascertain  the 

vital  statistics  concerning  the  African  race  and  the  ' 
mulattoes,  as  well  in  the  Northern  and  Middle,  as  I 

in  the  Southern  States.    It  is  very  important  that  I i 
this  should  be  done,  but  unfortunately  the  data  do 
not  exist. 

It  is  not  known  from  any  wide  circle  of  observa- 

tion, whether  the  mulattoes  are  as  fertile  as  whites 
and  blacks  ;  whether  they  are  long  lived  ;  nor  even 
whether  their  breed  can  exist  permanently ;  that 

is,  whether  its  hybridity  will  prevent  .its  per- 
gistence. 

Then  there  are  questions  about  the  adaptation 

of  the  cross  breed  to  tbe  northern  parts  of  the  tem- 

perate zone ;  questions  about  the  effects  of  amal- 

gamation upon  the  white  race,  and  the  like.  j 
The  Commission  have  sent  out  circulars  to  many  i 

medical  men;  but,  of  course,  will  not  reach  all 
who  might,  if  called  upon,  give  valuable  aid. 

We,  therefore,  print  the  series  of  questions  put 
forth  by  Dr.  Howe,  in  behalf  of  the  Commission, 
and  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  it.  Those 

who  are  disposed  to  answer  the  queries,  or  to  favor 
the  Commission  with  their  views  upon  the  general 
subject  committed  to  it,  are  invited  to  address  Dr. 

S.  G.  Howe,  No.  143  Second  street,  New  York. 

I  QUESTIONS. I  1.  What  is  the  number  of  the  colored  popula- 
;  tion  of  your  town  ? 

2.  About  how  many  pure  blacks  ? 
3.  About  how  many  mulattoes  ? 
4.  Does  the  colored  population,  if  not  recruited 

by  immigration,'  increase  or  decrease  ? 
5.  Do  mulattoes  seem  to  you  to  have  as  much 

vital  force  to  resist  disease  and  destructive  agencies 
as  pure  blacks,  and  as  whites  ;  and  do  they  usually 
live  as  long  ? 

6.  To  what  diseases  do  mulattoes  seem  pecu- 
liarly liable  ? 

7.  Do  mulatto  families  usually  have  as  many 
children  as  white  families  ? 

8.  Can  you  give  instances,  within  your  own 
knowledge,  of  the  number  of  children  in  one  family 
born  of,  and  reared  to  maturity  by,  mulatto  pa- 

rents ? 

9.  Are  the  colored  people  generally  industrious 
and  self-supporting,  or  not  ? 

10.  How  is  it  in  the  second  generation,  with  re- 
gard to  the  number  and  health  of  offspring  ? 

11.  Through  how  many  generations  has  any 
family  of  mulattoes  been  known  to  persist? 

12.  Do  the  mulattoes  seek  public  charity  in 
greater  or  less  proportion  than  whites  ? 

13.  Do  you  consider  them,  upon  the  whole,  as 
valuable  members  of  the  community,  or  not  ? 

EXTRA  SURGICAL  AID  ON  THE  BATTLE FLi]L,D. 

A  correspondent  holding  a  prominent  and  very 

responsible  position  in  the  army  writes  as  follows, 
on  the  subject  of  extra  surgical  aidVon  the  battle 
field.  The  want  of  some  systematic  plan  at  the 

Surgeon-General's  office  has  been  a  source  of  great 
evils  in  this  connection,  much  to  the  annoyance  of 

the  regular  army  surgeons,  and  to  the  injury  of 
the  wounded  soldiers. 

The  plan  that  we  have  urged,  of  appointing  pro-  • 
minent  men  of  character  and  standing  in  different 
localities,  and  calling  on  them  for  a  certain  num- 

ber of  men  would  entirely  obviate  the  evils  com- 
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plained  of  in  tlie  remarks  appended.  It  was  an- 

nounced not  long  since  that  tlie  G-orernors  of 
certain  States  were  requested  to  make  such,  ap- 

pointments from  their  States,  so  as  to  hare  corps 

of  competent  surgeons  organized  in  different  lo- 
calities, to  be  called  on  in  cases  of  emergency.  The 

following  is  the  extract  referred  to  : 

"As  a  sequel  to  your  article  on  '  extra  surgical 
aid,'  why  do  you  not  urge  that  the  Goyernors  select 
men  of  good  professional  standinj,  and  not  deluge 
us  with  a  lot  of  he  and  she  quacks,  with  now  and 
then  a  decent  man  interspersed,  as  they  haye  done 
heretofore.  The  majority  of  men  heretofore  sent 
us  have  had  more  pretensions  than  brains,  more 
impudence  and  mendacity  than  skill  and  polite- 

ness. Many  of  the  really  educated  men,  too,  seem 
to  think  that  we  must  at  once  relinquish  our 
knives,  handing  them  over  to  them.  For  one,  I 
always,  in  civil  and  military  practice,  claim  the 
right  to  have  absolute  dictation  over  my  own  pa- 

tients. If  a  new  man  offers  to  assist  me,  and  I 

need  his  help,  I  welcome  him,  hut  I  don't  propose 
to  hand  over  to  him  the  direction  and  act  as  his 
assistant,  unless,  indeed,  he  is  some  prominent 
surgeon,  whose  skill  is  well  known.  It  is  not  hu- 

man to  expect  it,  and  the  men  who,  unknown  to 
fame  except  in  tlieir  own  county,  come  down  to 
us,  expecting  us  to  play  second  fiddle  to  them, 
while  they  attend  our  patients,  and  find  out  their 
mistake,  and  then  go  home  and  talk  about  •  army 
butchers'  and  'conservative  surgery,'  simply 
write  themselves  down  asses.  The  sour  grapes 
are  too  evident.  Of  course  they  can  get  a  lot  of 
kind-hearted  reverends  and  sympathizing  old 
maids  to  back  them  up  in  their  terrible  yarns,  but 
whoever  saw  a  homoeopath,  or  any  other  quack, 
who  did  not  have  the  same  backers  ?  For  my 
part,  I  always  suspect  a  doctor  whose  reputation 
depends  on  preachers  and  old  women." 

VISITIK"G  LISTS  FOB  1864. 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston  have  sent  us  a  copy  of  their 

Visiting  List  for  1864.  The  work  is  too  well  known 
to  the  professlit  to  warrant  any  extended  desciip- 
tion.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  it  is  ready.  There 
is  no  essential  change  of  plan  in  the  work  this 

year.  In  conseciuence  of  the  increased  cost  of  ma- 
terial and  labor,  we  notiee  a  slight  increase  in  the 

price  of  the  Visiting  List. 

Townsend's  Hand- Book  of  Practice  and  Physi- 
cian's Visiting  List  will  be  ready  soon.  It  will  be 

further  noticed  when  issued. 

We  will  supply  the  above  Visiting  Lists  to  our 
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subscribers  at  a  reduced  cost,  axd  stamp  the  ow^'ek's 
>'AME  GILT  LETTEKS  oiT  THE  TUCK.  The  Commuta- 

tion price  of  the  Reporter  and  Visiting  Lists,  and 

other  works,  will  be  found  under  "Publisher's 

Notices." 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Enlargement. 

With  this  number,  we  begin  to  enlarge  the  Re- 
porter again,  somewhat.  It  will  be  remembered 

that  in  consequence  of  the  greatly  increased  cost 
of  paper,  we  diminished  the  number  of  pages  rather 
tha^  increase  the  subscription  price,  as  was  done 
by  most  of  the  newspapers.  At  the  same  time, 
the  diminution  was  more  apparent  than  real ;  for, 
by  enlarging  the  page  and  using  a  different  type, 
we  have  been  giving  nearly  as  much  as  formerly, 
when  we  published  half  as  many  more  pages. 

When  the  clinical  lectures  begin  in  the  hospitals 
and  colleges,  we  shall  still  further  augment  the 
size  of  the  work,  if  our  subscribers  give  us  the 
means  of  doing  so.  Let  it  be  observed  that  the 
cost  of  paper  has  diminished  but  very  little,  being 
still  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was  a  year  ago. 

Calomel  and  Tartar  Emetic. 

An  intelligent  assistant  surgeon  of  a  regiment 
in  the  field  writes  as  follows,  in  regard  to  the  use 
of  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  in  the  army,  and  the 

Surgeon-G-eneral's  order  thereon : 
"In  the  abstract,  I  think,  the  Surgeon-Greneral 

is  right.  Neither  calomel  nor  tartar  emetic  is  ad- 
missible in  any  of  the  diseases  of  the  soldier. 

Even  inflammatory  diseases,  of  an  acute  charac- 
ter, in  the  army  have  a  tendency,  always,  to 

assume  a  low  type,  and  the  nature  of  all  army 
diseases  is  asthenic.  As  for  giving  calomel  in 
'  fashionable'  doses,  as  an  alterative,  in  those  pa- 

thological nonentities,  comprised  under  the  name 
of  '  biliousness, '  to  put  an  imaginary  spur  into  the 
liver,  the  practice  is  bad  enough  in  civil  life,  but 
it  becomes  utterly  unreasonable  in  military  prac- 

tice. With  aU  the  clamor  raised  against  the  Sur- 
geon-General's order,  it  has  as  yet  not  been  shown 

by  those  who  cry  out  against  it  that  there  is  any 
special  class  of  diseases,  or  any  particular  disease, 
in  which  calomel  or  tartar  emetic  is  indicated,  it 
cannot  be  replaced  by  other  remedies  less  danger- 

ous in  their  general  effects ;  while  on  the  other 
side,  it  is  boldly  claimed  that  the  general  physio- 
logoical  condition  of  the  soldier,  and  the  patho- 

logical tendency  of  army  disease  always  and  im- 
peratively contradicts  the  use  of  these  articles." 

Another  correspondent,  holding  a  high  position 
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[Vol.  X. in  one  of  our  grand  armies,  writes  as  follows  on 
the  subject : 

"I  have  read  your  forcible  critiques  on  the  Sur- 
geon-General. Opinions  vary  much  in  the  army 

on  the  calomel  question.  For  my  own  part,  des- 
pite the  order,  1  get  plenty  of  calomel,  and  use  it 

without  hesitancy." 

The  Sanitary  Reporter. 

This  journal,  published  semi-monthly  in  Louis- 
viUe,  Ky.,  by  the  Western  Branch  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission,  contains  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  information  to  the  physician.  In  it 
are  published  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 

sion, with  accounts  of  the  labors  and  observations 
of  its  members  on  the  battle  fields.  We  would 
commend  it  to  the  notice  of  our  subscribers. 

University  of  Maryland— Medical  Department. 
The  56th  annual  session  of  this  school  of  medi- 

cine will  commence  in  Baltimore,  on  Monday,  the 

19th  of  October.  The  advantages  ofi'ered  by  the 
school  are  of  the  first  order,  and  the  Faculty  is 
well  known  to  the  country.  During  the  session  of 
1S62-63  there  were  103  matriculants  and  37 
graduates. 

Erratum. 

In  Dr.  Garrettson's  article  in  a  late  number,  on 
Plaster  Splints,  p.  242,  quite  an  important  typo- 

graphical error  occurred  in  the  omission  of  the  fol- 
lowing words  just  before  Figs.  3,  4  and  5  : 

"No.  3  is  a  dressing  for  fracture  of  both  bones  of 
the  fore- arm.  This  dressing  consists  of  three 
pieces,  as  re^jresented  in  the  following  cuts." 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Medical  Inspector-General. 
Medical  Inspector  Cuylek,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been  de- 

tailed as  Acting  Medical  Inspector-General,  in  the 
place  of  Dr.  Jos.  K.  Barnes,  Acting  Surgeon- General. 

Appointments. 

The  position  lately  held  by  Dr.  Clymer  (ordered 
South)  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Surgeon 
Bache,  U.  S.  a. 
Wm.  T.  Kemp,  appointed  an  Assistant  Surgeon  in 

the  Navy,  from  the  Stli  September,  18G3. 
Besigned. 

The  resignation  of  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  P.  Rus- 
sell, U.  S.  A.,  has  \>0Mn  afcc])tcd  by  the  President. 

A  Ilorse  Litter. 

A  Board  consisting  of  Mcdioal  Inspector  Lymax. 
Surgeon  McDotgal,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Bkene- 
MAN,  has  been  ordered  to  assemble  at  New  York,  to 
examine  a  recently-invented  horse  litter. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

■  Preservation  of  Meat. 
It  is  worth  knowing  at  this  time  of  the  year  that 

meat  may  be  kept  sweet  for  a  long  time  in  an  atmos- 
phere strongly  impregnated  with  acetic  acid;  The 

meat  is  placed  on  a  Avooden  support,  or  suspended, 
in  a  close  vessel,  on  the  bottom  of  which  some  strong 
acetic  acid  is  poured. — Dingier' s  Polytec.  Jour. 

Heport  on  Vivisections. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  some  time  since  a  depu- 

tation from  the  English  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals  made  a  representation  upon  the 
subject  of  the  vivisections  performed  at  Alfort  and 
other  French  schools.  And  certainly,  although  this 
prejudiced  and  fanatical  body  (judging  from  the 
proceedings  at  their  recent  conference)  can  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  a  prudent  councillor,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  atrocioiTS  cruelty  of  some  of  "the  ex- periments, and  the  needless  repetition  of  others,  have 
been  well  calculated  to  excite  disgust  in  even  the 
most  forbearing  of  minds.  The  French  Euaperor 
took  this  view,  and  while  ordering  a  temporary  sus- 

pension of  those  at  Alfort,  he  called  upon  the  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  to  state  the  limits  within  which  the 

practice  of  vivisection  may  be  properly  permitted,  in 
order,  we  suppose,  that  the  necessary  decrees,  which 
in  France  seem  to  be  required  for  the  regulation  of 
even  moral  duties,  might  be  issued.  The  Academy 
appointed  a  committee,  of  which  the  lamented 
Moquin-Tandon  was  reporter,  and  at  the  period  of 
his  death  he  had  a  report  ready,  by  which  it  is  said 
that  the  difficult  problem  of  distinguishing  between 
the  use  and  the  abuse  of  vivisection  was  admirably 
solved.  It  is  now  announced  that  this  report  has 
been  withdrawn  from  the  Academy  by  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  because  it  had  undergone  modifications 
and  alterations,  they  being  determined  that  it  should 
only  be  presented  as  the  author  left  it. — Mccl.  Times and  Dublin  Iledical  Press. 

Colored  Troops  in  Hot  Climates. 
The  comparative  liability  of  white  and  colored 

troops  to  diseases  of  a  malarious  origin ,  has  long  since 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  English  authorities, 
and  has  doubtless  greatly  influenced  the  composition 
of  their  forces  serving  in  malarious  countries.  From 
the  annual  report  of  the  British  army  for  1859,  it 
appears  that  in  Jamaica  the  ratio  of  mortality  is  as 
follows  :— White  101.9,  black  8.2  •  Bahamas,  M-hite 
159.0,  black  5.6  ;  Sierre  Leone,  white  410,  black  2.4. 
These  facts  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  present 
policy  of  our  Government,  in  organizing  negro  regi- 

ments for  service  in  the  malarious  regions  of  the 
South.  Already  Surgeon-General  Hammond  has 
liecn  able  to  contribute  an  item  of  statistical  infor- 

mation bearing  on  this  point.  In  a  recent  commu- 
nication to  the  Secretary  of  War,  h^ates  that  Med- 

ical Inspector  Townsend  reports  Wki,  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf,  white  and  colored  troops  are 

found  serving  together,  and  ccpially  subjected  to 
malarious  influences.  The  ratio  of  sick  of  diarrhoea, 
dysentary,  remittent,  intermittent,  typhoid  fevers, 
<fec.,  is  white  10.8  per  cent,  and  colored  0.8  per  cent. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  the  employment  of  colored 
troops  at  the  South,  if  based  on  their  comparative 
immunity  from  the  diseases  peculiar  to  that  region, 
is  conclusive. — American  Med.  Times. 

Source  of  Oxygen, 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Munich  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Baron  Liebig  announced  what  he  regarded 
as  a  very  important  discovery.   The  atmospheric  air 
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lias  hitherto  been  regarded  as  the  chief  or  only  source 
of  the  oxygen  employed  in  the  processes  of  nutrition 
and  metamorphosis  within  the  animal  organism. 
By  the  aid  of  an  apparatus,  for  which  King  Max  pro- 

vided 7000  florins  from  his  private  purse,  it  has  now 
been  shown  that,  within  the  bodies  of  carnivora,  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  oxygen  is  produced  from 
water  ;  and  that,  under  given  circumstances,  a  pow- 

erful process  of  decomposition  is  set  up,  resolving 
the  water  into  its  constituent  parts,  its  oxygen  serv- 

ing for  the  formation  of  carbonic  acid,  and  the 
nitrogen  (which  often  exceeds  the  volume  of  the 
animal  in  quantity)  being  discharged  by  expiration. 
— Med.  Times. 

Sir  Henry  Holland. 
The  distinguished  physican,  Sir  Henky  Holland, 

arrived  in  New  Haven  recently,  and  spent  the  day 
in  calling  upon  several  distinguished  citizens.  A 
New  Haven  paper  says :  He  is  past  seventy  years 
of  age,  but  has  lost  none  of  his  mental  or  physical 
activity.  He  uses  neither  cigars,  tobacco,  nor  wine. 
Since  1855  he  has  extended  his  travels  to  Sweden, 
Lapland,  Russia,  Iceland,  Jerusalem,  Damascus, 
the  Danube,  Constantinople,  Asia  Minor,  twice  to 
the  United  States,  and  twice  to  Canada. 

ZJfew  Method  of  Cauterization. 
M.  Nelaton  proposes  and  practices  a  new  method 

of  cauterisation,  using  a  fine  jet  of  flame,  produced 
by  the  combustion  of  ordinary  gas,  for  the  purpose. 
— American  Medical  Times. 

The  Modern  Use  of  Tobacco. 
A  Dublin  medical  gentleman,  at  present  in  one  of 

the  midland  counties,  writes  to  say,  that  it  appears 
to  him  that  the  evil  effects  of  smoking  tobacco  are 
every  day  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  among 
the  working  classes.  A  considerable  number  of 
labourers  have,  in  the  course  of  his  inquiries,  come 
under  his  observation,  who  complained  of  pain  and 
distress  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  and  for  which, 
by  the  most  careful  exploration  and  examination  into 
general  symptoms,  he  was  quite  unable  to  account, 
except  on  the  supposition  that  they  were  produced 
by  excessive  smoking.  Our  correspondent  further 
remarks,  that  the  working  people  have  of  late  years, 
in  that  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  alludes,  not 
only  become  more  addicted  to  smoking,  but  changed 
their  usual  practice  of  using  the  pipe  in  a  manner 
that  he  believes  much  more  conducive  to  constitu- 

tional derangement  than  their  method  of  smoking 
some  years  since.  Formerly  a  labourer  working  in  a 
field  found  considerable  diflaculty  in  lighting  his  pipe, 
and  was  obliged  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of  expedients 
to  procure  fire,  such  as  touch-paper  with  flint  and 
steel,  endeavours  to  keep  a  coal  alive,  &c.,  all  of 
which  were  attended  with  such  uncertainty,  or  occu- 

pied so  much  time,  that  "  the  smoke,"  though  so ardently  coveted,  was  usually  per  force  postponed 
to  stated  times,  when  the  man  indulged  in  a  good 
pipe  full  and  had  done  with  it  for  some  hours.  The 
invention  of  the  lucifer  match,  however,  shortly  fol- 

lowed by  a  large  increase  in  wages  to  the  workman, 
formed  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  smoking. 
Tobacco,  though  so  expensive  an  article,  became 
more  easy  of  access,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  now  be  lighted  out  of  doors  threw  the  tempta- 

tion of  its  frequent  use  in  a  manner  absolutely  irre- 
Bistible  before  the  workman,  whose  habit  noM^  is  to 
smoke  small  quantities,  perhaps  every  hour  or  half- 
hour,  so  as  to  keep  himself  almost  continually  slight- 

ly under  the  influence  of  this  fascinating  narcotic. — 
We  have  great  pleasure  in  inserting' the  above  re- 

marks collected  from  our  correspondent's  letter. — 
The  subject  is  a  very  interesting  and  important  one. 
— Editorial  in  Dubliyi  Medical  Press. 

A  IvTobla  Honorarium. 
Occasionally  a  member  of  our  profession  is  had  in 

remembrance,  and  receives  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  a  grateful  patient.  The  avenues  to  wealth  are 
almost  closed  to  the  medical  profession,  and  we  are 
compelled  to  toil  in  season  and  out  of  season  for  very 
moderate  compensation  for  our  professional  services. 
We  are  often  promised  a  great  deal,  but  seldom 
realize.  Few  physicians,  we  apprehend,  after  their 
sick-bed  experiences  will  have  much  confidence  in 
death-bed  repentance,  though  the  following  case 
which  we  quote  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  is  an  evidence  that  it  may  sometimes  be 

genuine. Our  recent  mention  of  the  large  fees  received  by 
the  surgeon  of  the  King  of  Belgium  and  the  accou- 

cheur of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  has  prompted  a 
friend  to  remind  us  of  even  a  larger  sum  than  either 
of  those  fees  left  as  a  legacy  some  years  since  ta  one 
of  our  Boston  physicians,  who  is  still  in  active 
practice.  The  circumstances  are  so  peculiar  that 
they  are  worth  relating,  although  some  of  the  facts 
are  undoubtedly  well  known  to  a  portion  of  our 
readers. 
Dr.  was  called  to  the  wife  of  a  neighboring 

physician,  who  was  in  difficult  labor.  The  husband 
delegated  to  him  the  responsible  duty  of  delivering 
by  forceps,  which  he  accordingly  did  at  once,  and 
left  t-he  house  after  a  stay  of  twenty  minutes.  The 
mother  and  child  did  well ;  no  second  visit  was 
necessary.  Of  course  no  charge  was  made  to  a  fel- 

low practitioner,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
were  consigned  to  the  dusty  shelves  of  past  profes- 

sional experience.    Forty  years  after,  Dr.    was 
notified  that  he  had  become  the  heir  to  a  magnificent 
legacy  from  the  lady  whom  he  had  so  relieved  in  her 
hour  of  peril.  The  statement  was  so  incredible  that 
it  required  strong  persuasion  to  make  him  believe 
it.  The  lady  died  a  widow  and  childless,  having 
lost  her  daughter  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  The 
amount  of  the  legacy  was  10,000  dollars  in  personal 
property,  which  was  paid  at  the  time,  and  a  share  of 
a  valuable  estate — said  share  being  valued  at  10,000 
dollars.  Circumstances  have  prevented  the  estate 
as  yet  from  being  sold  or  divided.  The  present 
value  of  this  property  is  undoubtedly  much  greater 
than  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  former 
owner,  as  forty  thousand  dollars  have  been  offered 
for  a  portion  of  it  which  was  at  that  time  valued  at 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  So  that  on  the  whole 
our  friend  is  safe  in  reckoning  the  amount  of  his 
legacy  as  at  least  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand dollars. 

Quackery— Veronica  Quinquefolia. 
It  is  a  thankless  task  to  fight  humbug  in  its  various 

phases.  No  sooner  is  it  killed  in  one  form,  than  it 
rises  in  another  guise  more  specious  than  before. 
One  theory  which  quack  doctors  most  make  use  of 
is,  that  all  diseases  arise  from  impurity  of  the  blood 
— if  we  can  only  purify  the  blood,  all  diseases  will 
disappear.  This  is  beautiful  in  theory,  and  takes 
readily  with  the  ignorant  and  easily  gullible.  The 
only  objection  to  it  is,  that  it  has  not  the  least  foun* 
dation  in  fact.  If  any  man,  whether  calling  himself 
a  physician  or  not,  talks  about  p?<?-(/>/i»r7  the  blood,  it is  safe  to  set  him  down  as  a  humbug  of  the  rankest 
kind.  Some  weeks  ago  we  saw  a  long  article  in  the 
N.  Y.  Tribune,  recommending  the  root  of  }'eronir/i qicinqucfoUa,  as  a  grand  panacea  for  scrofula  in  all 
its  forms.    We  felt  grieved  to  see  such  a  quackish 
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[Vol.  X. article  in  so  Tridely  circulated  a  paper,  but  let  it  pass 
unnoticed.  Now  that  vre  see  in  our  esteemed  cotem- 
porary,  the  Rural  New  Yorker,  another  arti-cle  by  the 
authoV'of  the  one  which  appeared  in  the  Tribune,  we feel  called  upon  to  expose  the  thins:.  On  reading 
these  articles  we,  of  course,  suspected  that  there  was 
a  cat  hidden  under  the  meal,  and  upon  making  an 
inquiry,  we  ascertained  that  the  writer  of  the  articles 
was  selling  the  root  at  three  dollars  an  ounce,  or  two 
ounces  for  five  dollars.  The  price  of  the  article  in 
the  Xew  York  drug  and  herb  stores,  is  less  than  one 
dollar  a  pound!  The  editors  of  the  Tribune  and 
Rural  New-Yorker,  have  unwittingly  allowed  the  use 
of  their  columns  to  aid  a  private  and  extortionate 
speculation.  It  is  a  sort  of  spasmodic  revival  of  an 
old  thing  which  has  been  before  the  public  in  one 
way  or  another  for  the  past  20  years.  The  medicine 
in  question  is  the  root  of  a  plant,  the  proper  botan- 

ical name  of  which  is  Veronica  Virgin/ca  and  has 
been  called  Leptanclra  Virginica,  and  Veronica  quin- 
quefolia.  The  common  name  is  Culver's  Root,  and it  is  sometimes  called  Indian  physic.  Though  not 
very  common  around  New  York,  it  is  abundant 
enough  through  the  West.  " In  regard  to  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  plant, 
we  have  only  to  say,  that  it  is  much  used  by  the  so- 
called  "herb  doctors,"  and  it  possesses  powerful cathartic  and  emetic  properties.  We  judge  it  to  be 
altogether  too  active  an  agent  to  be  used  unadvisedly. 
If  one  is  ill  enough  to  require  a  medicine  of  this  kind, 
he  is  in  a  condition  to  need  the  advice  of  an  intelli- 

gent physician.  We  are  decidedly  opposed  to  indis- 
criminate dosing,  hence  we  exclude  from  our  col- 

umns all  advertisements  of  patent  or  quack  medi- 
cines, although  people  who  have  these  to  sell,  can, 

from  the  large  profit  they  make,  afford  to  otfer  very 
high  prices  for  advertisements. — Ajnerican  Agricul- tunat. 

Dr,  Eerz— Prejudice  against  Jews. 
Dr.  IIerz  the  eminent  Surgeon  and  Anatomist,  at 

Erlangen,  was  lately  unanimously  recommended  by 
the  whole  university,  the  theological  faculty  not  ex- 

cepted, to  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  for  a 
professorship.  This  appointment,  we  now  learn,  has 
not  been  made,  it  being  said  that  the  King  of  Bavaria 
himself  refused  to  ratify  the  nomination. 

OBITUARY. 

Dr.  Calvin  West. — Dr.  Calvin  West,  died  in  Hagerstown, 
Indiana,  August  2.jth,  of  Camp  Diarrhoea,  contracted  while  on 
dnty,  during  and  after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  as  special  Sur- geon to  the  Sth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteers.  His  illness 
continned  twenty-seven  day.s,  and  he  lived  twelve  days  after his  arrival  at  home. 

In  Dr.  West,  the  profession  of  Indiana  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  Uhcful  members.  He  was  a  zealous  and  intelligent  prac- 

titioner, and  a  student  and  k-arner  to  the  last,  losing  no  op- 
portanity  to  add  to  his  professional  acquirements. 

MARRIED. 

BAroN— 0'Mk.\ra.— On  the  27th  of  Au^fust,  1803,  by  the  Rev. Charles  Hill,  .lames  Hacon,  M.  D.,  of  Baltimore,  and  Mary  M. 
O'Meara,  of  Philadelphia.  • 

DIED. 
CnKfrro.T. — On  the  14th  of  Augunt,  on  board  the  steamer 

Charles  McDongald,  oti  his  way  from  Vick«l<urg  to  St.  Louis, 
Dr.  Elijah  Chewton,  Asfdstant  Burgeon  U.  S.  A.,  son  of  Elijah 
Cbeston,  iiucks  County. 

&TEPHK.'»».— At  Tappantown,  Rockland  County,  N.  Y.,  on 
Sunday,  .'^♦•ptember  tJth,  after  a  protracted  and  severe  illnesH, Caroline  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jamen  J.  Stephens.  .M.  D.,  and 
eldest  daughter  of  Bev.  Isaac  D.  Cole,  in  the  :i'.nh  year  of  her 
age. 

VA.fnKVK.tTKR. — At  Roslyn,  L.  I.,  on  Sunday,  September 
6th,  Samnr  l  <.»-lt.ton,  son  ot  Dr.  Hugh  B.  and  Harriet  E.  Van- 
d«Tenter,  la  the  ninth  year  of  his  age. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  Information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

state  that  MANisrRipT  intended  for  puri.ication  must  bb 
WRITTEN  ON  liCT  ONE  SIDE  of  tho  slioet.  If  greater  care  waa 
taken  in  the  i)reparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  b« 
saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

.mo,  :iOH,  309,  and  .310,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) 
will  please  remember  and  send  money  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  uyiuy  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pro-pny  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DIVERSITY  PENNSYLVANIA— PHILADEL- PHIA.   AIEPICAL  PEPAKTMENT. 
IflNETY-EIGUTH  SESSION  (1S63-64.) 

William  Girsox.  M.  I>., 
Emertus  Profesj^or  of  Surgery. 

.KOR<rE  B.  Wood,  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

~  AM'Jci.  Jacksox,  M  D., Emeritus  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicines, 
l  -.m  L.  HonrtE.  M.  D., Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
•  .<EPH  Cakso.v.  M.  I).,  Ciiildren.] Professor  oi  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 
:;..)BEKT  E.  ROiiFSS.  -M.  D.. 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 
'  SEPH  Leii  t,  M.  D., Professor  of  Anatomy. 
:!!:5Kr  H.  Smith,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Surgery. 
'A'n.MAM  PrPrER,  M.  i).. 

i'rofess.)r  of  Theory  and  Practice'of  Medicine. .  GrKXr.Y  Smith,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine, 

.i.  .V.  F.  Pe.vkose,  M.  D.. 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

■  >HN  H.  Packakd,  M.  D., I-emonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
The  Lectures  of  the  Session  will  begin  on  the  second  Monday  of  Octo- 

'^r  and  close  on  the  first  of  March. 
'>ue  Introductory  will  be  delivered  to  the  Course, 
("liuical  Instruction  is  given  throughout  the  Session,  in  the  Medical 

'':in,  by  the  Professors,";! rd  at  the"  Hospitals.    At  the  Philadelphia >spital,  coutainijig  .571  b.-ds.  iusti  uction  is  free. 
Military  Surgery  and  Hygiene  will  be  folly  taught  by  the  appropriate air.s. 
The  Dis.secting  Rooms,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Professor  of 

\  :iatoniy  and  the  Demonstrator,  are  open  from  the  middle  of  September. 
The  Room  for  Operative  Surgery  and  the  Application  of  Bandages, 

A'-.,  i<  open  early  in  September  and  throughout  the  Session,  under  the 
\l>er\-ision  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

E.rgioal  Deraou..r.tors,  {     L^i^^H^irf^.^M.  D. Ft(3. — For  the  Lectures  (each  Professor  $15),  $105  ;  Matriculation  Fee 
:>  tid  ouce  odIv),  $.5  :  Graduation  Fee,  ̂ SO. E.  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  3Iedicnl  Faculty, University  Building. 
A>irEL  Pktce,  Janitor, 

University  Building. 
P.       Board  may  be  had  at  from  $2.50  to  $6  per  week.         Im — 355 

A 
EDICAL   COLLEGE  OF  OHIO 

SESSION'  OF  1863-64. 
The  regular  Course  of  Instruction  in  this  Institution  will  open  on 
iiday,  the.«ecoud  day  of  iVovember,  and  continue  four  months.  Cliu- 

.1  Lectures  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of  October. 
FACULTY: 

.  .M.  Lawsox.  M.D.,  Profes.?orof  the  Institutes  and  Pck  ̂  ce  ..f  Modicine. 
■•.  (\  Bi.AfKMAX,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  and  (    i,.  ;  1  <iugery. 

■  W.  DAW-i>'.\,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Phy.-  ioiegy. :  n  Wrijiht,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Wome» ,1  •  hildr.n. 
' .   ' '  >.  M,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  nierapeutics. 

'   li,  A  M  ,  L.  L.  B  ,  Professor  of  Chemistry. M.I)..  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
;       ■-,if<]().    Matriculation  Ticket,  (payable  once,) 

Commercial  Hospital  Ticket,  $5.    St.  John's uHtion  Fee,  ̂ 2i. 
!  taking  any  number  of  tickets  tliat  may 
'an  be  obtained  at  *2..'50  to  ̂3.00  per 
u  procuring  boarding  houses,  by  apply- 

_  ,    i-  I.        .11  bide  of  Sixth  street,  between  Vine  and 
.  :  /rmation  may  be  obtained  by  addresHing  the  Dean. 

L.  M.  LAWSOX,  M.  D.,  Dea.v, 
'  rn.  SotUh-eagt  corner  SixtJi  and  Jiaoe  Streets. 
;)Tr  Ali  INSTITUTION  OP  YALE  COLLEGE. 

'  irK«  of  Ijffcuiron  for  lS(i:i-(}4  commence  on  TIIUR.'jDaY, I7tw,  and  '(.utiiiiUf  wivontfon  weeks. 
,>  K.MoiiT,  M.  D.,  I'mfctmif  of  ̂ arge^y. 

Mii.\<iTO.'»  HooKKU,  M.  v.,  ProfcMhor  of  Theory  and  I'ractice  of 
.    -.JAMUf  ('ii.MMA.v,  Jr.,  11.  v.,  Profosuor  of  ChcniiHlry  and  Pliar- 
I'l  f?fT  A.  Jew£TT,  M.  D.,  ProfeiMior  of  Ob»lelrlc8  and  Medical  Juris- 

•  K4  A.  LiifiwLET,  M.  1).,  ProfeMor  of  Materia  Mcdira  nnd  Tlicra- 

'  -  ■     "RD,  M.  D.,  ProfeiMwr  of  Anatomy  and  PliyHloloj^y. 
Lecture  Fees,  ♦0b.5o  ;  DoinoDKtralorH'  Ticket,  >ji.j  ; 

CUAKLE.S  A.  LIND.^LEY,  M.  D., 
-Nrw  HArKJi,  July  22d,  18fi3.  JJevn  o/ the  FtuuUy. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUB-! GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., 

Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  PEIHCE,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E  WILDMAN,-D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 
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Communications, 

ABSORPTION  OP  TUBERCULAR  MATTER. 

By  A.  P.  DuTCHER,  M.  D., 
Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 

I.— The  Possibility  of  the  Absorption  of  Tuber- 
cular Matter. 

Dr.  Carswell  and  some  other  writers  on  phthi- 
sis, advocate  the  doctrine  that  tubercular  matter 

may  be  absorbed  without  undergoing  anj  change 
— that  is,  without  softening,  and  its  common 
sequence  the  formation  of  vomica  and  the  destruc- 

tion of  pulmonary  tissue.  Vogel  and  several  other 
pathologists  deny  this  in  the  most  positive  man- 

ner, and  consider  the  tubercular  process,  from  first 
to  last,  disorganizing  and  destructive  in  its  nature 
and  tendency.  Perhaps  in  the  present  state  of 
our  knowledge  on  this  subject,  it  cannot  be  defi- 

nitely determined,  yet  there  are  some  reasons  de- 
rived from  analogy  and  practical  experience  which 

would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  such  absorption 
is  possible. 

There  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that  at  first 
tubercular  matter  is  always  deposited  in  a  semi- 

fluid state,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
it  immediately  becomes  indurated  or  concrete ; 
and  if  it  would  remain  fluid  for  even  a  limited 
period,  it  would  but  obey  the  ordinary  laws  of  the 
animal  economy  to  re-enter  the  circulation  by 
endosmotic  action.  And  it  is  a  legitimate  infer- 

ence that  such  action  may  be  carried  on  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  thus  retard  or  prevent  the 

accumulation  of  the  morbid  matter,  especially  in 
those  cases  where  the  tubercular  predisposition  is 

not  very  great,  or  if  favoi-able  influences  are 
brought  to  act  on  the  patient,  there  is  every  rea- 

son to  believe  that  the  tubercular  exudation,  like 
the  inflammatory,  may  be  absorbed,  and  the  parts 
regain  their  usual  health. 

The  evidence  of  the  absorption  of  tubercle,  as 
derived  from  practical  observation,  to  our  judg- 

ment, is  quite  conclusive,  and  admits  of  little 
doubt.    It  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice  of  those 

much  engaged  in  the  treatment  of  phthisical  pa- 
tients, that  the  incipient  stage  of  the  disease  may 

be  well  marked  by  general  symptoijas  and  physical 
signSj  yet  the  disorder,  instead  of  advancing,  will 
recede,  and  the  patient  regain  his  wonted  health. 
I  have  frequently  met  with  instances  of  this  kind, 
where,  from  the  presence  of  Thompsox's  gingival 
margin,  prolonged  expiratory  murmur  and  dull- 

ness on  percussion,  I  have  had  every  reason  to 
suspect  the  existence  of  tubercular  deposits  in  the 
lungs,  vi#en,  by  prompt  and  efScient  treatment, 
they  have  been  restored  to  health,  these  signs  have 
entirely  disappeared,  the  expiratory  murmur  has 
become  normal,  and  the  resonance  of  the  chest 
clear. 

Dr.  Lawson  has  the  following  remarks  on  this 
subject  in  his  new  work  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  p. 
456:  "Cases  have  come  under  my  observation 
in  which  a  strong  probability  existed  of  the  deposit 

of  tubercular  efi'usion,  and  the  final  cessation  of 
the  signs  afi'orded  a  fair  presumption  of  the  arrest 
of  the  process.  The  immediate  physical  sign 
which  has  seemed  to  me  indicative  of  this  condi- 

tion, is  a  peculiar,  slight,  tearing  sound,  heard 
with  both  inspiration  and  expiration,  of  limited 
extent,  but  permanent  in  its  development.  The 
sound  is  more  intense  than  the  crumpling  of 
FouKNET,  and  is  what  I  have  described  under  the 
name  of  tubercular  crepitus.  It  conveys  to  the  ear 
exactly  the  impression  of  the  air-cells  expanding 

in  an  adhesive  liquid,  which  ofi'ers  some  resistance, 
but  yields  with  a  slight,  half  sticky  sound.  This 
sign  I  have  observed  in  many  cases  in  which  a 
tubercular  condition  or  tendency  was  supposed  to 
exist,  but  without  any  other  physical  evidence  of 
deposit ;  and  in  due  course  of  time,  I  have  wit- 

nessed the  disappearance  of  the  sign,  and  a  com- 
plete restoration  to  health.  In  fact,  all  the  circum- 

stances clearly  indicated  to  my  mind,  tuberculous 

efi'usion  had  really  occurred,  a^id  that  it  was  ulti- 
mately absorbed.  And  even  in  the  absence  of 

demonstrable  evidence,  which  is  an  impossibility, 
the  position  is  not  so  much  at  variance  with  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  exudation  and  absorption 
as  to  require  its  uAConditional  rejection;  and, 

therefore,  I  feel  inclined  to  adopt  it." 
Admitting  the  proposition  that  tubercular  blas- 

tema may  be  absorbed,  it  becomes  a  question  of 
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[Vol.  X. great  practical  importance,  liow  this  may  be 
effected.  Have  vre  any  therapeutical  agents  that 
"will  aid  nature  in  this  work?  I  believe  we  have. 
Many  years'  experience  in  treating  phthisis  leads 
rae  to  advance  the-opinion,  with  great  confidence, 
that  we  have  agents  in  abundance,  hygienic  and 
therapeutical,  that  will  produce  the  most  beneficial 
effects,  if  employed  with  energy  and  skill.  We 
will  not  enumerate  them  here,  but  will  quote  a 
case  from  our  note-book,  which  will  give  the  reader 
a  better  idea  of  our  manner  of  diagnosis  and  treat- 

ment than  any  general  description  that  we  could 

give. 

II.— A  Case  Illustrating  Treatment. 

June  26,  1858.  Mr.  T.  M.  came  to  my  office 
this  morning  for  advice.  He  informed  me  that  he 
had  usually  enjoyed  good  health  until  about  six 
months  since,  attributes  his  loss  of  health  to  ex- 

cessive application  to  business,  irregularity  in 
sleeping  and  eating  ;  has  also  been  intemperate  in 
the  use  of  tobacco  and  his  venereal  propensities ; 
lias  been  married  twelve  years,  and  wife  has  no 
children.  He  is  of  the  nervo-sanguinious  temper- 

ament, age  thirty-five,  and  has  a  hereditary  pro- 
clivity to  phthisis,  his  mother  having  died  with 

the  disorder ;  merchant  by  occupation,  has  made 
money,  and  is  in  good  circumstances  to  enjoy  life, 
if  he  only  had  health.  His  strength,  of  late,  has 
failed  him  very  much ;  his  muscles  are  soft  and 
flabby ;  skin  blanched,  and  countenance  expressive 
of  debility  and  anxiety.  His  appetite  is  bad, 
stomach  very  irritable,  with  occasional  vomiting. 

Tongue  very  red,  and  mouth  dry.  Thompson's 
gingival  margin  very  clearly  defined  upon  the 
gnms  of  the  lower  jaw.  Bowels  very  much  con- 

stipated ;  urine  scanty  and  very  high  colored ; 
complains  of  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 'region  of 
the  kidneys.  For  the  last  month  has  been  troubled 
with  cough  and  mucous  expectoration.  Has  a 
constant  pain  in  the  left  breast,  just  under  the 
clavicle.  On  pressure,  there  is  tenderness  over 
the  epigastric  region ;  there  is  also  tenderness  and 
an  nnusual  fullness  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 
pointing  out  considerable  engorgement  of  that 
organ.  Is  troubled  at  times  with  vertigo  and 
palpitation  of  the  lieart;  liands  and  feet  almost 
always  cold.  Has  never  had  h?emoptysis,  chills  or 
fever.  Has  to  wear  an  extra  amount  of  clothing 
to  maintain  his  animal  lieat.  Pulse  ninety-six, 
and  respiration  thirty.  Height,  five  feet  and  six 
inches  ;  weight,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  ;  weight 
in  health,  one  Imndred  and  thirty-five.  His  brain 
ii  larg«; ;  the  rftgion  of  the  sentiments  and  propen- 
Kitie.H  prfri)onflrTating ;  Powell's  vital  space  mea- 

suring nearly  throe  quarters  of  an  inch.  The 
base  of  tlu;  brain  is  well  dcveloj^ed,  indicating  an 

abundance  of  nerve  power  to  drive  the  respiratory 
and  circulating  apparatus.* 

On  inspection,  the  chest  was  found  to  be  large 
and  symmetrical  ;  no  inequality  in  its  motion 
could  be  detected.  On  percussion,  the  resonance 
of  the  chest  was  very  clear,  excepting  over  the 
superior  lobe  of  the  left  lung ;  here,  marked  dull- 

ness was  elicited  from  the  summit  to  the  third 
intercostal  space,  corresponding  with  the  location 
of  the  pain  complained  of  by  the  patient.  On 
auscultation,  the  respiratory  murmurs  of  the  right 
lung  seemed  to  be  somewhat  louder  than  natural, 
with  slight  mucous  rhonchi ;  on  the  left  side,  pro- 

longed expiratory  murmur  was  quite  audible ;  it 
was  heard  over  the  whole  lung.  The  heart  sounds 
were  normal,  but  its  impulse  was  more  forcible 
than  in  health,  and  could  be  heard  very  distinctly 
over  a  large  space,  even  to  the  apex  of  the  right lung. 

A  microscopical  examination  of  the  sputum  ex- 
hibited the  ordinary  products  of  mucous  expecto- 

ration, with  a  small  number  of  withered,  tubercular 
cells  and  shrivelled  nuclei. 

The  diagnosis  in  this  case  is  very  plain :  recent 
tubercular  eflusion  in  the  superior  lobe  of  the  left 

*  As  some  of  our  readers  may  not  be  acquainted  ■with.  Dr. 
Powell's  vital  space,  a  remark'  or'two  in  explanation  will  not be  out  of  place.  Dr.  Powell  in  an  article  on  the  functions  of 
the  base  of  the  Irain,  maintains  that  the  breadth  of  the  base 
of  the  brain  indicates  the  vigor  of  life,  and  the  depth  deter- 

mines the  exifiting  tenacity  of  life.  The  breadth  of  the  base 
of  the  brain  can  be  determined  by  observing  the  diameter  of 
the  head  from  one  meatus  to  the  other,  and  from  one  temple 
to  the  other.  Its  depth  can  be  ascertained  by  extending  a  line 
from  the  occipital  protuberance  to  the  inferior  lateral,  or  ex- 

ternal angle  of  the  os  froutis,  and  the  space  existing  between 
this  line  and  the  meatus  auditorius  indicates  the  object  of  the 
measurement.  This  is  Dr.  Powell's  vital  space  ;  by  it,  ho 
determines  the  longevity  of  mankind.  This  space  will  be 
found  to  vary  much  in  different  men.  In  some  rare  instances, 
it  has  been  found  to  measure  one  inch  and  a  quarter,  and  in 
others  as  low  as  an  eighth.  One  inch  is  regarded  as  large, 
and  at  life's  meridian  it  may  indicate  a  longevity  of  eighty  or 
nirjoty  years,  with  a  liability  to  disease  proportioned  to" the incidental  violations  of  the  laws  of  hygiene,  and  a  certain  ex- 

emption from  death,  except  by  chemical  and  mechanical 
causes,  till  the  space  between  the  line  and  the  meatus  becomes 
reduced  to  four  or  live  eighths  of  an  inch.  This  amount  of 
vital  endowment  may  continue  life  for  many  years,  provided  it 
escape  invasion  by  disease.  Half  an  inch,  in  general,  may  be 
regarded  as  the  pivot  upon  which  hang  suspended  the  chances 
of  life  and  death  in  relation  to  disease.  At  this  point,  and  at 
all  points  below  it,  life,  against  disease,  is  the  reward  of  obe- 

dience to  the  laws  upon  wliich  lifo  depends.  Life,  at  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  and  above  it,  is  a  necessary  condition, 
without  regard  to  disease,  with  an  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
health.  When  the  vital  measure  Is  at  half  an  inch,  and  goes 
on  reducing,  death  may  be  said  to  be  already  at  work.  In 
decided  casosof  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  this  space  will  seldom 
exceed  half  an  inch.  We  would,  therefore,  always  do  well  to 
attend  to  this  measure;  it  will  sometimes  aid  us  very  much 
in  making  out  our  diugnoHiH  and  prognosis  of  this  malady. 
TlioKowho  may  wisli  to  read  Dr.  Powell's  article  on  this  sub- 

ject, will  find  it  in  tho  July  Number  of  the  Scalpel  for  1855. 
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lung,  morbid  irritability  of  tlie  stomach,  and  con- 
gestion of  the  liver. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn,  his  treatment,  np  to  the 

present  time,  has  been  empirical.  Patient  is  very- 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  health,  very  self-willed, 
thinks  that  he  ought  to  be  cured  in  a  few  days,  is 
willing  to  take  any  kind  of  medicine,  but  is  unwil- 

ling to  leave  his  business,  reform  his  habits,  and 
employ  such  hygienic  means  as  will  improve  his 
general  health.  Declined  treating  his  case,  for 
want  of  assurance  that  patient  would  be  obedient 
to  prescriptions. 

July  26.  Patient  called  again  this  morning.  His 
symptoms  are  about  the  same  as  Q,n  the  last  visit. 
Has  made  up  his  mind  to  submit  to  the  treatment 
proposed.  In  managing  his  case,  we  shall  try,  in 
the  first  place,  to  improve  his  sanitary  condition  ; 
second,  relieve  the  congestion  of  the  liver  and  im- 

prove his  digestion  ;  and  third,  produce  absorption 
of  the  tubercular  effusion  in  the  lung. 

In  the  first  instance,  he  is  to  abandon  all  his 
irregular  habits,  put  away  his  tobacco,  relinquish 
his  confining  employment,  take  such  out-door 
exercise  as  his  strength  will  allow,  use  the  tepid 
bath  every  third  day  just  before  tea,  is  to  retire  to 

rest  at  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  rise  at  five  o'clock, 
A.  M. ;  his  mind  is  to  be  occupied  with  cheerful 
conversation  and  pleasant  reading;  his  animal 
heat  is  to  be  well  maintained  by  such  clothing  as 
the  season  of  the  year  indicates.  To  improve  the 
condition  of  the  digestive  organs  and  overcome  the 
morbid  irritability  of  the  stomach,  he  is  to  take 
twenty  grains  of  the  chlorate  of  potash  three  times 
a  day,  and  for  a  few  days  his  diet  is  to  be  confined 
exclusively  to  bread,  butter,  boiled  rice,  and  ani- 

mal jelly.  To  relieve  congestion  of  the  liver  and 
Gostiveness,  he  is  to  take  one  of  the  following  pills 
every  night  on  retiring  to  rest : 

Mass.  pill,  hyd.,  gr.  xii. 
Ext.  liyosciami,  gr.  xxiv. 
Podophyllin,  gr.  vi.  M. 

Ft.  in  pill.  No.  xii. 
As  a  counter-irritation  to  the  affected  lung,  a 

small  blister  is  to  be  applied  just  under  the  clavi- 
cle.   It  is  to  be  renewed  as  often  as  it  heals. 

August  10.  Patient  returned  again  this  morn- 
ing ;  treatment  appears  beneficial ;  the  tongue 

looks  better,  and  the  digestion  is  improving ; 
bowels  quite  regular ;  rests  well  at  night ;  has  a 
desire  for  greater  latitude  in  his  diet,  but  this  is 
not  allowed.  Continued  the  chlorate  of  potash, 
and  omitted  the  pills. 

September  1.  The  stomach  has  regained  its 
healthy  functions  ;  liver  entirely  relieved;  patient's 
strength  is  very  much  improved ;  can  walk  a  couple 
of  miles  in  the  course  of  the  day  ;  has  tried  riding 
on  horse-back,  but  finds  that  it  increases  the  pain 
in  the  chest.    The  patient  was  now  allowed  a 

slight  increase  in  the  range  of  his  diet,  and  a 
tablespoonful  of  the  following  three  times  a  day, 
two  hours  after  eating,  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  absorption  of  the  tubercular  effusion  in  the lungs. 

Syrup  phellandrii  aquatici. 
comp.,  Oj. 

Potassii  bromid.,  3ii.  M. 
This  is  a  favorite  prescription  of  mine  in  all 

cases  of  tubercular  effusion,  particularly  in  the 
first  stage.  The  following  is  the  formula  which  I 
use  for  making  the  compound  syrup  of  phellan- 
drium  aquaticum : 

Sem.  phellandrii  aquatici.  ] 
Had.  stillingige  silviticse. 
Cort.  cinchonse  rub.,       aa.  ̂ ij, 

Saac.  albse,        *  ibij. 
Aquse  bullientis,  Oij.       M.  • 

The  seeds,  bark,  and  roots  are  to  be  well  bruised, 
placing  them  in  a  proper  vessel,  add  the  boiling 
water,  and  simmer  over  a  slow  fire  for  twenty 
minutes ;  when  cold,  strain ;  then  evaporate  the 
liquor  to  one  pint,  add  the  sugar,  dissolved  with  a 
gentle  heat,  removing  any  scum  which  may  form ; 
strain  the  mixture  while  hot. 

To  secure  a  more  permanent  counter- irritation, 
the  emp.  cantharides  was  omitted,  and  the  comp. 
tar  plaster  of  the  Eclectic  Dispensatory  was  substi- 

tuted. This,  by  the  way,  is  a  most  powerful 
revulsant,  and  when  we  wish  to  keep  up  counter- 
irritation  for  a  considerable  time,  it  is  far  superior 
to  cantharides,  tartar  emetic,  or  croton  oil. 

October  1.  Patient  has  been  gradually  gaining 
weight  and  strength  since  the  commencement  of 
treatment.  He  now  rides  five  or  six  miles  a  day 
on  horse-back  ;  eats  with  a  relish  the  most  sub- 

stantial food ;  he  has  still  some  cough  and  expec- 
toration, but  no  pain  in  the  chest ;  his  pulse  is 

seventy-five  in  the  sitting  posture,  and  respiration 
twenty- one  ;  percussion  still  elicits  slight  dullness 
under  the  clavicle.  On  auscultation,  the  inspira- 

tory and  expiratory  murmurs  are  nearly  equal, 
showing  a  decided  improvement  in  the  functions 

of  the  affected  lung.  Thompson's  margin  has  also 
disappeared  from  the  gums,  and  the  color  of  the 

patient's  skin  and  lips  show  a  marked  increase  of 
the  red  corpuscles  in  the  blood,  and  the  prognosis 
is  favorable.  Treatment  was  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  one  of  the  following  pills  three  times a  day: 

I^.    Quinise  sulpli.,  gr.  xxx. 
Ferri  sulph. ,  5j . 
Ext.  gentian*,  .ojss.  M. 

Ft.  in  pill  No.  30. 
November  25.    Patient  called  again  this  day, 

and  to  all  appearance  has  regained  his  wonted 
health.    The  resonance  of  the  chest  on  percussion 
is  quite  normal,  there  being  very  little  difference 
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murmurs  are  natural,  his  cough,  and  expectoration 
have  ceased,  his  pulse  still  remains  at  seventy-five 
in  the  sitting  posture,  has  gained  some  fifteen 
pounds,  and  feels  able  to  resume  his  business. 

III.— General  Remarks. 

Five  years  liave  now  elapsed  since  tbis  patient 
was  under  my  care,  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  he 
has  enjoyed  good  healtli  ever  since.  There  were 

several  circumstances  that'pointed  out  his  case  to 
have  been  one  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  the 

first  place,  TnoMPSOJi's  gingival  margin  was  very 
clearly  defined  upon  the  gums  of  the  lower  jaw; 
second,  there  were  numerous  withered  cells  and 
shrivelled  nuclei  in  the  expectoration ;  and  third, 
there  was  dullness  under  the  clavicle  on  percus- 

sion, and  prolonged  expiratory  murmur  ;  all  these 
symptoms  we  regard  as  characteristic  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  treatment  was  based  upon  this 
diagnosis.  That  special  virtues  are  to  be  attached 
to  the  medical  agents  which  were  employed,  I  do 
not  maintain,  for  we  admit  no  specifics  in  this 
malady.  But  in  our  hands,  at  this  stage  of  the 
disorder,  these  agents  have  proved  more  generally 
useful  than  any  others  that  we  have  ever  used. 
If  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  investigate 
their  nature  and  physiological  action,  he  will  see 
the  philosophy  of  their  employment,  to  fill  the 
indications  of  the  case  in  question. 

We  should,  however,  always  remember,  in  phthi- 
sis, that  medicine  can  avail  but  little,  so  long  as 

the  patient  is  permitted  to  live  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  health.  Although  my  patient  had  a 
hereditary  proclivity  to  phthisis,  his  health  would 
not  have  suflfered  if  he  had  been  regular  in  his 
habits,  and  attended  with  proper  care  to  the  wants 
of  his  physical  system.  Even  when  he  first 
became  ill,  he  would  have  regained  his  health 
without  a  particle  of  medicine,  if  he  had  relin- 

quished, for  a  season,  his  business,  abandoned  his 
vices,  and  pursued  a  course  of  life  more  in  accord- 

ance with  the  laws  of  man's  physical  being. 
Nothing  but  the  most  rigid  hygienic  regulations 
can  save  patit-nts  suffering  under  pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis, and  these  must  be  insisted  on  from  the 
very  first ;  and  I  always  make  it  a  rule  never  to 
treat  a  patient  of  this  kind,  without  his  promising 
the  most  implicit  obedience  to  such  sanitary  regu- 

lations as  I  may  think  it  necessary  to  prescribe. 
In  Bome  diseases,  an  individual  may  continue  to 
engage  in  an  unliealthy  business,  chew  or  smoke 
tobacco,  drink  ardent  spiritH,  and  indulge  in  other 
viceB,  and  yet,  after  a  time,  regain  comparative 
health  ;  but  not  so  in  plithisis,  here  there  must  be 
total  a>>stinence  from  every  injurious  habit.  Phy- 

sicians have  Bometimcs  been  astonished  at  the 
recovery  of  tubercular  patients,  when  they  liave 

abandoned  all  drugs,  relinquished  their  in-door 
confinement,  and  gone  out,  as  it  were,  to  seek 
health  in  the  roughest  kind  of  life.  But  if  they 
would  examine  this  mode  of  life,  they  would,  per- 

haps, not  find  in  it  half  as  many  violations  of  the 
laws  of  health  as  in  the  former. 

In  phthisis,  we  sometimes  can  accomplish  much 
with  medicine,  when  it  is  well  sustained  by  proper 
hygienic  measures.  Our  patient,  T.  M.,  like  many 
others,  was  willing  to  take  any  bitter  drug  that  we 
might  prescribe.  He  desired  tg  be  cured,  but  at 
first  was  unwilling  to  renounce  those  things  which 
lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  his  troubles,  and  were 
the  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  recovery :  his 
sedentary  pursuits,  his  attachment  to  tobacco,  and 
his  abuse  of  the  sexual  propensities.  To  abandon 
such  habits  is  no  easy  task.  The  disorder  of 
man's  moral  nature  is  such,  that  he  finds  gratifi- 

cation in  vicious  indulgences.  This  proclivity  in  * 
man's  mental  constitution  is  frequently  a  great 
obstacle  in  our  way  of  benefitting  the  afflicted  of 
our  race.  They  are  not  always  willing  to  relin- 

quish their  vicious  habits.  We  prescribe  for  their 
maladies,  but  all  in  vain.  They  eke  out  a  wretched 
existence  in  this  world,  die  in  their  sins,  and  go  to 

perdition  in  the  next. ' 

THE  PATHOGENY  OF  STRABISMUS. 
By  Dr.  F.  C.  Bonders. 

Translated  from  Arch  v  fiir  Ophthalmo  l  -gie  Bd.  ix.  i,  for  fhe  Medical and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masillon,  Ohio. 

This  is  a  continuation  of  Doxders'  series  of  highly 
interesting  papers  in  the  "Archiv,"  based  on  his 
theory  of  the  "Anomalies  of  Refraction  and  Ac- 

commodation." He  defines  strabismus  to  be  a 
deviation  from  the  natural  position  of  the  eyes  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  maculca  lutece  of  both  eyes 
receive  images  of  different  objects.  The  optic  lines 
do  not  intersect  at  the  desirable  point,  only  one  of 
the  eyes  having  the  proper  direction.  It  is  not 
alone  the  expression  that  suffers  in  the  effort  of 
seeing,  for  want  of  symmetry  of  the  parts  con- 

cerned, but  at  least  one  eye  has  its  capacity  to  see 
disturbed,  and  the  person  squi^nting  always  lacks 
the  advantages  of  binocular  vision. 

Squinting  is  not  in  itself  a  diseased  condition ; 
as  above  defined,  it  is  only  a  symptom,  and  a  symp- 

tom dependent  on  quite  different  conditions,  which, 
as  such,  are  connected  with  other  quite  different 

symptoms. 
This  matter,  if  it  has  for  a  long  time  been 

known,  has  had  no  practical  adoption.  To  study 
it,  hand-books  have  been  opened,  in  which  a  spe- 

cial chapter  is  devoted  to  strabismus,  wherein  all 
is  given  that  relates  to  this  deviation,  and  in  other 
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places  we  find  it  liut  incidentally  named  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  causes,  all  its  forms  are  named, 

however  immense  their  difference.  Is  it  then 

strange  that  the  Pathogeny  of  Strabismus  yet  re- 
mains in  the  dark  ? 

A  few  years  ago  Donders  recognized  an  anomaly 
of  refraction,  in  which  the  retina,  in  the  quiet  eye 
is  found  in  front  of  the  focus  :  hypermetropliia.  He 
soon  convinced  himself,  after  the  slight  degree  of 
this  anomaly  in  its  latent  form  was  made  known 
to  him,  that  it  was  the  basis  of  asthenopia,  and  of 
strabismus  convergens,  the  origin  of  which  to  that 
period  had  remained  problematic. 

In  1860,  DoNDEKS  published  his  views  on  hyper- 
metropia  as  a  cause  of  asthenopia ;  that  the  insuf- 

ficiency of  the  7'ect.  int.  muscles,  as  stated  by  Grsefe, 
give  rise  to  a  disease,  similar  in  many  respects  to 
asthenopia  from  hypermetropia ;  but  that  such 

^ases  are  comparatively  rare.  It  will  be  seen  that 
in  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  strabismus 
divergens,  that  they  are  often  found  in  connection 
with  myopia.  He  also  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  greater  the  breadth  of  accommodation, 
the  stronger  the  hypermetropia  can  be  without 
causing  asthenopia,  and  that  therefore  the  more 
trifling  the  later  is  the  asthenopia  manifested. 
Feebleness  of  accommodation,  whether  from  local 
or  general  causes,  calls  forth  asthenopia.  More 
recently  he  published  observations  on  paresis  of 
accommodation  after  angina  diphtherina  as  the  cause 
of  symptoms,  which,  superficially  observed,  cannot 
be  distinguished  from  asthenopia  following  it. 
This  subject  engaged  his  attention  for  along  time, 
and  he  made  an  effort  to  determine  generally  with 
what  anomalies  of  the  eye  the  different  forms  of 
strabismus  stand  in  connection,  which  he  thought 
would  render  clear  its  pathogeny,  and  in  this  pa- 

per the  general  results  are  exhibited.  He  has 
adopted  the  statistical  methods  of  investigation, 
and  special  cases  are  not  given.  In  the  two  hun- 

dred and  eighty  cases  registered,  a  wonderful  de- 
gree of  patience  and  zeal  is  exhibited.  The  occu- 

pation, age,  the  breadth  of  accommodation,  acute- 
ness  of  vision,  degree  of  motion,  etc.,  etc.,  were 
noted  for  each  eye.  He  confines  himself,  how- 

ever, exclusively  to  the  pathogeny,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  the  influence  of  the  refracting  state  of  the 

eye,  as  connected  with  strabismus. 
According  to  the  direction  of  the  deviation,  it  is 

important  to  distinguish  two  forms  of  strabismus : 
strabismus  conv  rgens  and  strabisvius  db  ergens.  The 
chief  results  of  the  investigations  are  given  under 
two  heads  : 

1.  Strabismus  convrgens  has  its  basis  mostly  in 
hypermetropia. 

2.  Strabismus  diver g  ns  is  universallij  the  result  of 
myopia . 

1. — Apparent  Strabismus. 
"  When  eyes,  free  from  strabismus,  are  fixed  on 

an  object  at  a  finite  distance,  then  the  optic  lines — 
the  lines  passing  from  the  macula  lutea  through 
the  optic  center — are  parallel.  When  this  parallel- 

ism is  wanting,  then  true  strabismus  exists. 
But  the  parallelism  may  exist,  and  yet  apparent 
strabismus  be  present  at  the  same  time.  Our  de- 

cision as  to  the  existence  of  strabismus  is  based  on 
the  direction  of  the  corneal  axis  when  fixed  on 
different  distances.  If  now  the  relation  between 
the  corneal  axis  and  the  optic  lines  is  an  unusual 
one,  then  there  must  be,  in  properly  directed  optic 
lines,  apparent  strabismus.  This  apparent  stra- 

bismus plays  an  important  role  in  the  development 
of  the  true. 

"  In  normal  eyes,  on  looking  at  distant  objects, 
the  optic  lines  are  parallel,  it  seems  as  if  the  cor- 

neal axis  must  proceed  in  the  same  direction.  In 
this,  however,  we  are  mistaken.  The  optic  lines 
in  each  eye  cut  the  cornea  on  the  nasal  side  of  its 
axis,  and  consequently  the  corneal  axes  diverge, 
when  the  optic  lines  have  a  parallel  direction. 
Neither  do  they  both  lie  on  the  horizontal  plane  ; 
but  in  the  vertical  projection  the  deviation  is  more 
trifling,  and  without  any  important  bearing  on  our 
present  labor,  and  we  will  no  further  dwell  on  it. 

"  When  we  regard  the  dioptric  system  of  the  eye 
as  centered  (centrirt),  which  is  always  nearly  the 
case,  then  will  the  optic  lines  and  the  corneal  axes 
intersect  in  the  united  optic  center  ;  the  angle  of 
their  intersection  we  name  a;  it  is  situated  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  optic  axis.  Senef  discovered  the 
slight  deviation  of  the  corneal  axes  and  the  optic 
lines.  Helmoltz  found  in  three  eyes  the  angle  a  — 

4=  19',  6°  43',  and  7^  35'.  The  results  obtained 
by  Knapp  hardly  vary  from  these.  They  have  also 
been  sustained  by  my  investigations,  and  even 
according  to  two  methods.  First,  the  method 
which  Knapp,  I  believe,  followed  after  the  exam- 

ple of  Helmoltz,  consists  in  this :  that  the  refract- 
ing radius  be  taken  as  well  in  the  optic  lines,  as  in 

a  certain  number  of  degrees  on  its  inner  and  outer 
sides.  A  second  method  I  used  in  connection  with 
Dr.  DoYER.  We  assumed,  as  we  had  the  right  to 
do,  from  the  results  obtained  from  the  investiga- 

tions of  Helmoltz,' KxAPP  and  myself,  that  the corneal  axis  cuts  the  cornea  in  its  center.  The 
angle  a  was  found  by  the  determination  of  the 
angle  between  the  optic  lines  and  the  axis  of  the 
ophthalmometer,  which  was  necessary,  in  order 
to  place  a  light  in  this  axis,  so  as  to  see  the  flame 
reflected  in  the  center  of  the  cornea.  The  reflected 
image  lies  in  the  middle,  when  at  the  same  time 
each  of  its  double  images  touch  the  border  of  the 
opposite  double  image  of  the  cornea.  It  was  found 
in  this  manner,  that  in  more  than  fifty  eyes  nearly 
emmetropic,  that,  without  exception,  the  cornea 
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was  cut  on  the  nasal  side  of  its  axis  by  the  optic  | 
lines.    A  closer  determination  for  fifteen  emme-  I 

tropic  eyes  gave  for  the  angle  a  as  maximum  7°, 
as  minimum  3^  5,  medium  5°  082.  | 

"Hence  it  follows  that,  in  seeing  at  a  distance,  ' 
the  corneal  axis  of  emmetropic  eyes  diverge  about 

2x5=10^" 
We  are  not  impressed  by  this  condition  as  a 

divergence,  but  rather  that  it  is  parallelism.  Ap-  | 
parent  strabismus  is  only  noticed  when  the  diver-  ' 
gence  is  greater,  and  by  approaching  nearer  to  | 
parallelism  we  believe  to  recognise  Hrabisjnus  con-  \ 
vergens.  The  former  assimilates  hypermetropia, 
the  latter  myopia. 

Even  in  examinations  by  the  first  method,  it 
struck  DoxDEKS  that  in  individual  cases  of  strong  | 
myopia  that  the  maximum  curvature  of  the  cornea  j 
almost  approached  the  optic  lines  ;  the  angle  a  was 
inordinately  small.     By  examination,  after  the 
second  method  applied  in  seventeen  myopic  eyes, 

he  found  as  maximum  5j°,  as  minimum  me- 
dium some  less  than  2°.    In  not  less  than  five  of  : 

the  seventeen  eyes  even  a  negative  value  was  ob- 
tained ;  the  angle  lay  on  the  temporal  side  of  the 

corneal  axis.    On  the  whole,  the  angle  a  grew  less 
the  greater  the  degree  of  myopia.    The  oppo- 

site was  found  in  hypermetropia :  in  sixteen  ex- 
amined eyes  the  minimum  of  a  was  6°,  the  maxi- 

mum 9'^,  the  medium  7.  3°.    Constant  as  the  dif- 
ference is  between  myopia  and  hypermetropia  in  | 

this  particular,  it  follows  that  the  maximum  of  a  j 

with  myopia  is  overstepped  by  the  minimum  with  ' 
hypermetropia.    The  determination  of  the  radial 
curvature  of  the  cornea,  as  well  in  the  optic  line 

as  also  10°  outwards,  yields  in  myopia  a  less  value 
in  the  optic  line,  in  hypermetropia  outwards  from 
the  optic  line. 

A  divergence  of  10°  of  the  emmetroi)ic  eye  can 

make  room  for  a  convergence  of  3°.  Also,  for  j liypermetropia  eyes,  the  deviation  is  sufficient  to 

be  readily  noticed  :  a  divergence  of  16°,  yes  of  18°,  1 
will  not  readily  be  regarded  as  parallelism.  The 
diflfirence  in  the  position  of  the  corneal  axis  is  in- 

deed of  moment  to  the  i)hy3iognomy  of  myopists 
and  hypermetropists. 

The  direction  of  the  optic  line  is  determined 
through  two  points  througli  wliich  it  passes  the 
macula  lutea  and  optic  center  k  ( Knotmpunk).  By 
increase  of  the  jnyopia  the  optic  center  is  further 
removed  from  the  retina,  and  even  should  the  de- 

viation between  the  viaruln  lutna  and  the  length- 
ened corneal  axis  remain  unchanged,  then,  on 

account  of  the  greater  di.stanc*^  from  /•,  would  the 
angle  between  the  corneal  axis  and  oj)tic  lijie  be- 

come smMller.  But  a  more  important  agent  is  con- 
cerned here,  as  is  sliown  in  the  fact  that  the  angle 

cannot  only  become  smaller,  but  negative.  TJiis 
imi)ortant  agent,  like  straphyloma  poslicum^  is  the 

unequal  strong  expansion  of  the  outer  half  of  the 
membranes  of  the  hindermost  segment.  The  re- 

sult of  this  is,  that  the  optic  nerve  deviates  much 
more  inward  from  the  corneal  axis,  and  that  this 
affects  the  macula  lutea,  notwithstanding  that  its 
distance  from  the  optic  nerve  becomes  greater,  and 
atrophy  of  the  choroid  at  the  border  of  the  optic 
nerve  toward  the  macula  lutea  takes  place.  The 
unequal,  strong  expansion  of  the  outer  side  also 
brings  about  the  approach  nearer  and  nearer  of 
the  macula  lutea  toward  the  point  on  which  the 
corneal  axis  is  directed,  and  may  even  cause  it  to 
overstep  this  point,  so  that  the  angle  a  will  be- 

come negative. 
As  regards  the  hypermetropic  eye,  the  greater 

value  of  the  angle  a  is  at  first  dependent  on  the 
shorter  distance  between  the  optic  centre  and  the 
retina;  yet,  it  must  in  part  be  sought  for  in  a  con- 

genital position  of  the  macula  lutea,  which  is  lo-^ 
cated  further  outward.  All  seems  to  point  to  the 
fact  that  the  hypermetropic  eye  is  imperfectly  de- 
veloped. 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 
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Clinic  by  E.  A,  Spooner,  M.  D. 
Reported  by  J.  H.  Sln  ri,  M.  D. 

Ulceratioi^  ot  Cervix  Uteri, 
Gentlemen  : — Ulcerations  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus 

are  such  conditions  of  that  organ  as  have  been  re- 
garded, by  those  of  our  profession  who  accept  the 

term,  as  corresponding  to  a  condition  which  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  body 
would  receive  the  same  appellation. 

That  conflicting  opinions  regarding  the  pathology 
of  this  disease  have  been  as  honestly,  as  strenuously 
advocated  by  difiercnt  physicians,  is  perhaps  less 
strange  than  you  would  at  first  incline  to  suppose. 
For,  in  as  much  as  early  definitions  of  the  term  ulcer 
confine  its  application  to  a  condition,  the  cause  of 
which  is  inherent  in  the  economy,  many  minds  have 
boon  taught  to  reject  the  term  whenever  a  constitu- 

tional derangement  was  unrecognized,  and  hence  it 
follows  that  soluiions  of  continuity  in  portions  of 
the  neck  or  lip  of  the  uterus,  resulting  from  dillicult 
labors,  miscarriages,  displacements  of  the  womb, 
(kc,  continuing  until  the  ai)raded  or  denuded  surface 
becomes  studded  with  unhealthy  granulations,  and 
assumes  the  characteristics  of  an  ulcer,  have  been 
denied  the  term. 

Accepting  the  foregoing  description  as  pertaining 
to  benign  ulcerations  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
malignant  and  specific  varieties  would  of  necessit}' conceded,  and  also  the  subdivision  of  acute  and 
chronic. 

The  causes  are  constitutional  and  local.  Various 
al)normal  conditions  of  the  system  may  both  predis- 

pose and  excite  ulceration  of  the  cervix,  among 
which  stand  i)re-emincnt,  the  plethoric  and  anaemic 
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conditioDS,  together  with  cancerous  and  scrofulous 
diathesis,  &c.  Of  the  local  causes,  should  be  men- tioned the  peculiar  mobility  of  .the  organ,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  function  of  menstruation,  labor, 
both  premature  and  at  term,  constipation,  cold,  etc., 
,ete.  Indeed  nearly  all  of  the  numerous  causes  of 
debility  when  subjoined  to  derangement  of  the  uterine 
condition  or  function  may  be  productive  of  ulcera- tion. 

The  symptom!^  of  ulceration  are  both  general  and 
local,  but  they  are  by  no  means  uniform.  The  con- stitutional symptoms  may  consist  of  pain  in  the 
head,  chest,  abdomen,  back  and  sides,  with  constipa- 

tion, impaired  digestion,  etc.,  etc.  Occasioually 
pain  is  referred  to  the  region  of  the  uterus,  and  at 
times  unusual  and  uncomfortable  sensibility  of  the 
part  may  be  complained  of.  Frequently  the  dis- charge from  the  vagina  proves  troublesome,  which 
may  be  either  mucous,  muco-purulent,  or  muco-san- 
guinolent  in  character. 

The  diagnosis  will  invariably  be  dependent  on  the 
information  gained  by  the  two  senses  of  touch  and 
sight.  And  no  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to 
the  application  of  these  means  in  the  investigation  of 

^uterine  affections  need  err  in  the  detection  of  what- 
ever variety  of  ulceration  may  have  possession  of  the 

organ,  whether  benign,  malignant  or  specific. 
Case  1.— R.  W.,  aged  30,  married,  has  one  child 

which  is  now  nearly  four  years  old  and  is  quite 
healthy.  She  has  been  an  attendant  here  since  July, 
1862,  and  now  presents  herself  to  say  that  she  is  well. 
Upon  examination  per  vaginam  we  find  no  disease 
whatever  either  uterine  or  vaginal.  The  notes  of 
the  case  are  as  follow :— July  10th,  1863,  complains 
of  headache,  sore-throat,  etc.  Menstruates  regularly 
but  has  other  symptoms  of  uterine  irritation,  such  as 
leucorrhoea,  pain  in  the  back,  and  pelvis,  etc.  Ex- 

amination per  vaginam  revealed  prolapse  with  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cervix  uteri,  the  ulceration  was  consid- 
ered simple,  although  the  sore- throat,  catarrh,  etc., 

gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  she  was  laboring  under 
constitutional  syphilis.  The  ulcerated  part  was 
touched  with  nitrate  of  silver  and  a  ring  pessary  was 
introduced  to  correct  the  prolapse.  She  returned  a 
week  after  her  first  visit,  the  ring  was  in  position, 
the  condition  of  the  cervix  unimproved  ;  the  throat 
continuing  sore  she  was  ordered 

Hydg.  chlo.  cor.  gi".  ij. Pot.  iodi-d.  3iiss. 
Syr.  sars.  comp.  ,  foiU- 
Aqua.  font.  f§j.  M. 

Sig.    A  teaspoonful  three  times  daily  with 
Vf..    Acid.  nit.  5j. 

Aqua.  font.  f^vij.  "M. As  a  wash  for  the  throat. 
This  with  tonics  constituted  the  treatment  for  some 

months,  (the  nitmte  of  silver  being  applied  to  the 
ulcerated  cervix  about  once  a  week),  when  the  con- 

stitutional symptoms  were  entirely  relieved,  but  the 
ulceration,  of  the  cervix,  although  less  extensive,  still 
remained  unhealed.  About  three  months  ago  the 
following  was  ordered : 

Pot.  iodid.  5ij. 
Liq.  fer.  iodid.  f3ij. 
Tinct.  cinch,  comp. 
Syrup  simp.         aa        f^ij.  M. 

Sig.    Teaspoonful  three  times  daily,  and  this 
with  the  almost  weekly  application  of  nit.  of 
silver  to  the  ulcer,  has  been  the  treatment  since, 
which  has  resulted  in  restoring  the  patient  to 
health.  ■ 

Case  2.— J.  O.,  who  was  on  a  former  occasion 
treated  at  this  institution,  and  relieved 'of  a  series  of 
distressing  symptoms,  the  result  of  hypertrophy  and 
congestion  of  the  os  uteri,  presented  herself  a  second 
time  on  the  6th  of  June,  last,  complaining  of  an 
itching  of  the  external  genitals,  heat  in  the  lower 
part  of  her  stomach,  a  white  discharge  from  the 
vagina,  constipation,  &c.  Her  appetite  was  good, 
she  was  nursing  and  her  strength  was  greatly  reduced, 

she  is  30  years  old,  has  had  six  living  children  and 
two  miscarriages  in  t6n  years,  her  youngest  child 
was  six  months  old.  Per.  Vag.  Ex.  : — Ulceration  of OS  and  cervix  uteri.  Nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ulcerated 
surface.  A  solution  of  borax  with  sulphate  of 
morphia  as  a  wash  externally  with  injections  of  cold 
water  into  the  vagina  has  been  the  local  treatment. 
To  improve  her  general  health  she  took  a  teaspoonful 
three  times  daily,  of  a  mixture  containing  1  gr.  cinch, 
sulph.  and  10  drops  tinct.  fer.  chlo.  to  each  dose. 
For  the  constipation  she  took  the  compound  infus.  of 
gentian  and  rhubarb,  peculiar  to  this  institution. 
She  is  now  quite  well,  her  child  died  a  week  ago,  she 
has  not  yet  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  the 
check  to  lactation. 
Case  3. — A.  S.,  aged  25,  married,  mother  of  two  still- 

born children,  confined  8  months  ago,  menstruates 
regularly.  Leucoi-rhoea.  Pain  and  weakness  in  the back.  General  condition  anemic.  Came  here  for  the 
first  time  on  the  27th  of  June,  when  a  gum-elastic 
pessary  was  taken  from  her  vagina,  and  she  was 
found  to  suffer  from  slight  prolapse  and  ulceration  of 
the  internal  os  uteri.  She  has  been  here  once  a  week, 
regularly,  since  her  first  appearance.  The  ulcer  has 
been  cauterized,  she  has  taken  tonics,  (tinct.  fer. 
chlo.,  cinchonse,  Ac.,)  freely.  White  oak  bark  with 
tinct.  fer.  chlo.,  §j.  of  the  former  and  f3j.  of  the  latter, 
to  the  pint  of  boiling  water  has  been  thrown  into  the 
vagina  twice  daily  to  relieve  the  leucorrhoea,  and  to 
correct  the  great  relaxation  of  the  vagina,  upon 
which  latter  the  prolapse  was  to  a  great  extent  due. 
Per.  vag.  Ex. : — The  ulcer  is  greatly  improved,  re- 

laxation of  the  vaginal  walls  still  exists.  We  will 
continue  the  treatment. 

Editorial  Department. 
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FOREIGN, 

Care  of  the  Eyes  in  the  use  of  the  Microscope. 
The  Westminster  Jievieiv  gives  the  following  instruc- 

tive remarks  upon  this  subject  from  the  valuable 
work  on  "  The  Microscope  and  its  Revelations,"  by 
Dr.  CarpejsTer.  "  Although  most  microscopists 
acquire  a  habit  of  employing  only  oneeje,  (generally 
the  right,)  yet  it  will  be  decidedly  advantageous  to 
ti  e  beginner  that  he  should  learn  to  use  either  eye 
indifferently  ;  since  by. employing  and  resting  each 
alternately,  he  may  work  much  longer,  without  incur- 

ring unpleasant  or  injtiriotis  fatigaie,  than  when  he 
always  employs  the  same.  Whether  or  not  he  do 
this,  he  will  find  it  of  great  importance  to  acquire  the 
habit  of  keeping  open  the  unemployed  eye.  This,  to 
such  as  are  unaccustomed  to  it,  seems  at  first  very 
embarrassing,  on  account  of  the  interference  with 
the  microscopic  image  which  is  occasioned  by  the 
picture  of  surrounding  objects  formed  upon  the  retina 
of  the  second  eye  ;  but  the  habit  of  restricting  the 
attention  to  that  impression  only  which  is  received 
through  the  microscopic  ayo,  ma}'  generally  be  soon 
acquired  ;  and  when  it  has  once  been  formed,  all 
difficulty  ceases.  Those  who  find  it  unusually  diffi- 

cult to  acqtiire  this  habit,  may  do  Avell  to  learn  it  iu 
the  first  instance  with  the  assistance  of  the  shade 
just  described,  the  employment  of  which  will  permit 
the  second  eye  to  he  kept  open  without  any  confusion. 
The  advantage  of  the  practice,  in  diminishing  the 
fatigue  of  long-continued  observation,  is  such  that 
no  pains  are  ill  bestowed  by  the  microscopist  which 
are  devoted  to  early  habituation  to  it.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  habitual  use  of  the  microscope  lor 
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■with  hiu"h  nmu'iiifyiui::  powers,  has  a  great  tendency 
To  injure  the  siuiit.  Every  microscopist  "who  thus occupies  himself,  therefore,  will  do  well,  as  he 
values  his  eyes,  not  merely  to  adopt  the  various  pre- 

cautionary measures  already  specified,  but  rigorously 
to  observe  the  simple  rule  of  not  continuing  to  obscrre 
any  longer  than  he  can  do  so  icithoul  fatigiu\'^ — Dental Cosmos. 

Popular  Medical  Errors. 
Certain  diseases  are  generally  supposed  to  be  the 

inevitable  lot  of  children.  Most  parents  think  that 
their  children  '  are  born  to  have  measles,  hooping- 
cough,  perhaps  even  scarlet  fever,  just  as  they  are 
born  to  cut  their  teeth,  if  they  live.'=*  That  the 
majority  of  children  do  have  at  any  rate  the  first  two 
of  these  diseases  (and  that  a  respectable  percentage 
of  them  die  in  consequence)  is  a  fact ;  but  that 
children  7nust  have  these  diseases  we  know  to  be  an 
assumption,  and  a  very  false  one  too.  Children 
catch  these  diseases  simply  because  parents  and 
guardians  do  not  observe  those  sanitary  precautions 
which  will  guard  them  against  the  contagion.  What 
those  sanitary  precautions  are,  no  one  has  shown 
more  clearly  and  forcibly  than  that  lady  whose  words 
we  have  just  quoted.  j 

"  Speaking  of  teething,  this  reminds  us  of  another  ; popular  error.    Parents  anticipate  this  period  as  one 
apt  to  be  accompanied  with  more  or  less  sufiering, 
and  even  danger  for  their  children.    So  far  they  are 
right.    But  when,  as  is  usually  the  case,  they  regard 
the  process  of  dentition  as  the  cause  of  the  diseases 
and  derangements  which  may  happen  to  coexist  with 
it,  they  are  wrong.    It  is  not  so  much  their  cause  as 
their  occasion.     Teething  children  are  peculiarly 
subject  to  these  diseases  and  derangements,  not  t 
because  their  teeth  are  piercing  their  gums,  but  be-  ; 
cause  the  period  of  teething  is  one  of  active  growth  I 
and  development,  and  therefore  of  peculiar  siiscepti- 
bility  to  disturbing  causes.  j 

"  Children  of  tender  years,  and  even  tender  consti- 
tutions, are  sometimes  made  to  rough  it,  as  the  say- 

ing is,  i.  c.  to  endure  exposure  to  cold,  etc.,  more  or 
less  inadequately  clad,  under  the  impression  that 
they  will  thereby  grow  up  all  the  hardier  and 
stronger.  The  mistake  is  a  cruel  one,  and  apt  to  tell  • 
most  injuriously  on  the  child's  health  and  strength. 
It  generally  arises  from  ignorance  of  the  compara-  * 
tively  small  power  which  children  have  of  resisting 
cold  — in  other  words,  of  maintaining  an  independent 
temperature.  Such  a  system  of  child-nurture,  if 
universally  adopted  and  pushed  to  an  extreme, 
would  perhaps  not  be  without  its  advantages.  While 
the  feeble  and  sickly  would  generally  die^,  the  strong and  healthy  alone  would  generally  survive ;  and 
thus,  ill  the  course  of  a  generation  or  two,  supposing 
the  usual  conditions  of  health  to  be  observed.  En- 

glishmen would  attain  a  high  degree  of  physical 
vigor.  Perhaps  the  fondest  dreams  of  the  muscular 
Christain  would  be  soberly  realized.  The  old  Ro- 

mans tried  the  exi>criinent,  ̂ d  their  poets  were  for- 
ever harping  upon  the  durum  a  stiiye  genus,  which  \ 

was  the  result.  Of  course  the  means  whereby  the 
result  was  attained  nevc;r  sfriu-k  them  as  savoring 
somewhat  of  i»arbarity.  Statistics  of  child  mortality  ! 
were  not  kept  in  those  gf»od  old  times.  I 

"  Another  great  phyHiological  truth,  ignorance  or! 
disregard  of  which  is  sure  to  entail  l»ad  consefiuences  ' 
is  the  ner-essity  far  children  Caiid  adults  as  well)  of  i 
a  diet  always  wholesoirx-,  but  still  not  too  monoto-  I 
nous.  Some  jjan-nts  try  to  r<  ar  their  children  on  ' 
what  they  fancy  to  be  a  faulth-HS  diet.  They  allow 
them  plenty  of  bread,  milk,  butler,  meat,  and  pota- 

toes, but  rigidly  withold  '  trash,'  such  as  pickles  and 

Miw  NJghtlngale'»  "  Notes  on  NorBing,",  p.  20,  l«t  ed. 

sweets  of  all  kinds,  perhaps  even  fresh  fruits  and 
\  green  vegetables.  For  a  time  this  diet  answers  well 
enough,  but  by-and-by,  to  their  surprise,  their 
children,  so  far  from  thriving  better,  thrive  worse 
than  those  who  have  been  allowed  to  eat  and  drink 
pretty  much  what  they  like.  Their  diet,  in  so  far  as 
it  contained  a  due  proportion  of  nitrogenous,  non- 
nitrogenous,  and  inorganic  principles,"was  whole- some enough  ;  but  inasmuch  as  persistence  in  it  did 
not  afford  that  variety  of  aliment  necessary  to  healthy 
nutrition,  it  became  positively  unwholesome.  Dys- 

peptics and  valetvidinarians  often  make  the  same 
mistake,  and  with  the  same  result.  They  over-diet 
themselves,  lose  tiesh,  get  costive  bowels,  and  become 
hypochondriacal  to  the  last  degree. 

*'  There  is  a  host  of  popular  fallacies  about  different 
medicinal  remedies.  We  shall  consider  merely  a  few 
of  the  more  important.  Camphor  and  fumigations, 
such  as  pastiles,  burnt  vinegar,  the  smoke  of  tobacco, 
and  even  of  brown  paper,  still  enjoy  great  repute  as 
deodorizers  and  disinfectants.  The  public  do  not  ap- 

preciate, first,  that  such  remedies  as  these  do  not 
de-troy  («.  e.  chemically  decompose)  a  smell  or 
miasm,  but  merely  overpower  and  mask  it ;  secondly 
that  even  those  remedies  which  do,  such  as  charcoal, 
chlorine,  etc.,  are  at  best  mere  makeshifts,  the  only 
way  to  maintain  a  pure  atmosphere  being  free  venti- lation and  removal  of  the  cause  of  the  smell  as  well 
as  of  the  smell  itself.  Such  new-fangled  doctrines 
run  counter  to  long-established  customs.  They  are 
inconvenient  truths  which  rich  and  poor  alike  are 
slow  to  believe,  slower  still  to  act  upon.  Literally  as 
well  as  metaphorically,  people  prefer  the  time-hon- 

ored maxim  of  not  stirring  stinks.  A  stink  is  a  nasty 
thing  to  have  to  remove,  and  the  task  of  its  removal 
is  by  no  means  sweetened  by  the  uncomfortable  re- 

flection that  the  nuisance  was  (most  likely  j  wholly 
preventable.       *       *       x-       *       *  * 

"  The  vulgar  notion  that  chalybeate  medicines 
cause  c"aries  of  the  teeth  sometimes  proves  a  nuisance 
when  we  want  our  patient  to  continue  their  use.  He 
is  taking  steel,  and  his  teeth  are  'going  '—conclusive evidence  to  his  mind  that  the  steel  is  destroying  his 
teeth.  He  suspects  its  of  refining  when  we  try  to 
make  him  understand  that  the  caries  of  his  teeth 
depeiids  not  upon  the  medicine  but  the  defective 
nutrition  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy.  The  pre- 

judice against  calomel,  or  mercury  in  any  form,  on 
the  ground  that  it  ruins  the  teeth,  is  much  stronger, 
though  scarcely  better  foitnded,  than  the  prejudice 
against  steel.  A  'cachectic  child,  Avith  occasional attacks  of  gastric  derangement,  is  ordered  occasional 
and  appropriate  doses  of  calomel ;  at  the  same  time 
its  teeth  happen  to  be  '  going  '—just  as  they  '  go  '  in siiriilarlv  ill-conditioned  children  who  may  have 
ii<  \ci-  \:\krn  a  uraiii  of  calomel  at  all.  Mamma  and 
nurse,  as  a  matter  of  course,  denounce  the  calomel 
as  the  cause  of  the  caries,  blame  the  doctor  for  pre- 
serii)ing  it,  then  ])erhaps  takes  the  child  to  some  ill- 
educated  (U'ntist,  who  is  pretty  sure  to  confirm  their 
ui-nmi(lles.s  and  unjust  assumption.  Or  again,  per- 

haps (a  most  improbable  supposition)  the  calomel 
has  been  really  abused,  and  given  to  stich  an  extent 
that  the  gums  have  sloughed,  the  teeth  loosened,  and 
some  of  them  even  droi)ped  out.  Surely  here,  they 
Avill  say,  is  pretty  conclusive  evidence  that  calomel 
fhjcs  ruin  the  teeth.  But  the  truth  is  that  these  teeth 
are  not  necessarily  unsound.  Often  they  are  not 
decayed  at  all.  They  get  loose  and  drop  out,  just  as 
they  do  in  old  age,  because  there  is  not  gum-substance 
enough  to  hold  them  in — Avith  this  dillerence,  hoAv- 
ever,  that  the  loss  of  sui)j)ort  is  due  in  old  age  to 
atroi)hy  ;  in  over-salivation,  to  actual  destruction  of 
the  gum-substance.  That  calomel,  if  given  in  exces- 

sive <|uantity.  Avill  cause  salivation,  and  that  in  pro- 
fuse salivation  teeth  are  ai)t  to  be  lost,  no  one  can 

b(;  foolish  enough  to  deny  :  Ave  simply  maintain  that 
in  the  loss  of  the  teeth  calomel  has  by  no  means  that 
d inset  agency  Avhich  is  popularly  attributed  to  it." — (Jled.  Times  wid  Gaz.  and  Dental  Cosmos.) 
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PREMIUMS  FOE  HEW  SUBSCKIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  iu  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  waj 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 

advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 
scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  woeth  of  books  to 

iheir  libraries  here  ifter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  icith  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 

year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 

any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 

dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 
tion for  a  year  in  advance. 

For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 

anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 
culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 

pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  will  shortly  publish  a  list  of  the  more  im- 
portant medical  books  published,  from  which  se- 
lections may  be  made. 

NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE— 
Announcements. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Reporter,  in  a  notice 
of  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Budd,  of  his 
professorship  in  the  New  York  Medical  College,  the 
reason  assigned  for  his  retirement  was  that  the 
classes  were  so  small.  The  item  was  inserted 

during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  editor  from 
home,  and  no  one  was  more  surprised  to  see  it 
than  he.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  no 
such  reasons  influenced  Dr.  Bcjdd  in  tendering  his 
resignation.  The  New  York  Medical  College  has 
an  able  Faculty  and  is  doing  its  full  share  of  the 

Medical  teaching  of  New  York.  Several  changes 
have  taken  place  recently  in  this  College.  Dr.  Budd 
has  been  called  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 

eases of  Women,  in  the  University  of  New  York, 

recently  vacated  by  Dr.  Bedford.  It  is  expected 
that  his  place  will  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
a  well  known  instructor  in  New  York.  Dr.  Caexo- 

was  compelled  by  his  private  interests  to  re- 
sign, and  Dr.  J.  Y.  C.  Smith  has  gone  to  New 

Orleans.  His  place  is  filled  by  Dr.  D.  S.  CoNA^-T— 
a  very  decided  gain. 

In  saying  this  much,  however,  we  must  not  be 
understood  as  exonerating  the  New  York  Medical 
College  from  all  blame  in  this  matter.  It  is  the 

business  of  Medical  Colleges  to  send  us  their  an- 
nouncements, so  that  we  may  know  what  to  say 

in  regard  to  them.  Scarcely  half  the  Medical  Col- 
leges in  the  country  think  it  worth  their  while  to 

trouble  us  with  their  announcements,  even  the 

two  colleges  in  this  city  being  derelict  in  this  re- 
spect. Under  such  circumstances,  we  can  hardly 

be  held  entirely  responsible  when  we  happen  to 
fall  into  error  when  speaking  of  a  medical  coUege. 
It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  encourage  in  every  way 

in  our  power  every  legitimate  and  proper  effort  to 
advance  the  interests  of  medical  teaching  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  we  never  will  knowingly 
lend  our  widely  extended  influence  to  injure  the 

prospects  of  any  educational  enterprise.  At  the 
same  time,  we  have  our  rights,  and  among  them 
is  the  means  of  knowing  whether  an  enterprise 
exists,  and  what  its  claims  are  on  the  medical 
public.  We  are  frequently  asked  by  subscribers 
for  information  in  regard  to  this,  that  and  the 
other  medical  college,  what  their  text  books  are, 

etc.,  and  are  always  glad  to  give  such  information 

as  we  are  possessed  of,  but  certainly  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  give  information  if  the  colleges  do  not 

think  it  worth  while  to  provide  us  with  the  means. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

At  a  very  heavy  expense  we  have  effected  a  per- 
manent engagement  for  a  regular  weekly  foreign 

correspondence.  Several  letters  from  our  corres- 
pondent have  already  appeared  in  the  Reporter, 

and  subscribers  can  see  that  his  abilities  are  of  a 

high  order.  Dr.  Cote  will  present  in  his  letters  a 

brief  resume  of  new  ideas  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery,  so  far  as  they  are  practical  and 

useful,  that  may  be  taught  in  the  hospitals  of 
Europe.  For  some  months  Dr.  Cote  will  remain 

in  Paris,  and  then  he  will  probably  go  to  Edin- 
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burg,  or  some  other  of  tlie  centres  of  medical  edu- 

cation in  Europe,  and  spend  several  months.  In 
this  way  the  readers  of  the  Eeporter  will  be  kept 

promptly  apprized  of  the  progress  of  medical  and 
surgical  ideas  in  Europe  in  a  very  condensed  and 
attractive  form. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

SENSIBLE  ADVICE  TO  SOLDIERS. 

We  know  nothing  of  Gen.  CARRixGTO^f  except 
that  he  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army. 

From  the  testimony  before  us,  which  we»quote 
below,  we  judge  him  to  be  a  good  and  a  sensible 

man,  and  we  dare  guess — a  brave  one. 

In  view  of  the  temptations  that  surround  the 
soldier  in  regard  to  his  morals  and  his  health, 
we  can  scarcely  conceive  it  possible  to  put  more 
appropriate  and  profitable  advice  to  him  in  fewer 
words  than  Gen.  Carrington  has  done  in  these 

remarks.  If  our  army  would  but  follow  such 

advice,  their  ' '  morale ' '  would  be  such  that  in 
the  hyperbolic  language  of  Scripture,  one  could 

"chase  a  thousand,  and  two  put  ten  thousand  to 

flight."    "We  give  the  speech  in  full. 
"I  soon  leave  you — do  not  expect  a  speech.  I 

am  a  man  of  few  words ;  they  will  seem  homely, 
but  they  are  the  result  of  experience.  First,  avoid 
profane  speech.  He  who  is  the  God  of  battles,  and 
holds  the  issues  of  life,  should  be  revered,  if  you 
would  have  His  blessing.  The  man  who  honors 
His  holy  name  is  a  true  soldier ;  he  fears  not  to 
die,  because  he  is  prepared  for  the  issues  of  death. 
Temperance  is  the  next  virtue.  The  best  stimulus 
to  the  soldier  is  his  coffee.  Liquors  are  temporary, 
and  bring  relaxation,  and  they  also  involve  bad 
habits.  Water  should  be  used  frequently,  but  in 
small  draughts — too  much  water  at  a  time  involves 
perspiration,  and  weakens  the  body.  Drink  it 
often,  but  always  in  moderation.  Be  chaste  and 
truthful.  Be  as  good  citizens  in  the  service  as  out 
of  it.  liathing  Is  important ;  keep  clean.  If  your 
feet  are  sore  after  a  march  bathe  them  in  soft 
water,  and  you  will  be  fresh  in  the  morning.  In 
closing,  let  me  say  that  nothing  pains  me  so  much 
as  to  see  a  soldier  who  forgets  his  duty  as  a  citizen 
and  a  Christian.  Be  so  pure  that  your  wives  and 
sweethearts  will  honor  you  every  step  of  your 
progress  as  a  soldier.  If  we  meet  again  it  will  be 
my  pleasure  and  duty  to  serve  the  country  with 
you  ;  if  not,  be  true  to  the  flag,  and  your  country 
will  honor  you.  To  yourselves,  all  I  liave  to  say 
after  two  days'  drill  is,  I  am  satisfied.  Take  that 
as  a  soldier's  good-bye." 

Postage. 

The  new  postage  law  bears  quite  heavily  upon 
us.  Our  transient  postage  is  doubled  in  amount, 
and  we  are  charged  with  postage  on  matter  that 
has  heretofore  gone  free  of  cost  to  us. 

Correspondents  will  please  observe  in  prepaying 
their  letters,  that  they  put  enough  stamps  on  to 
cover  the  postage,  otherwise  their  prepayment 
counts  as  nothing,  and  we  are  charged  the  full 
amount.  For  instance — a  three  cent  stamp  is  put 
on  a  letter,  and  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  postage, 
which  is  six  cents.  The  three  cents  is  not  counted 
at  all,  and  the  whole  amount  of  six  cents  is  col- 

i  lected  of  us.  There  must  be  a  serious  defect,  it 
seems  to  us,  in  a  law  with  such  a  provision  as 
that.  But  it  is  a  new  law,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  defects  will  be  remedied. 

Subscribers  must  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  send  stamps  to  prepay  postage  on  back 

numbers  that  have  been  issued  from  the  office. 

Parched  Corn  Meal. 

Some  time  since  we  spoke  of  the  use  of  parched 
corn  meal  by  the  Indians,  and  by  hunters  and 
travelers  in  the  West,  and  recommended  it  as  a 

j  useful  addition  to  the  army  ration.    The  American 
j  Agriculturist,  in  noticing  our  article  says  : — "The 
j  preparation  described  above,  forms  under  the  name 
of  Pinola,  a  large  share  of  the  rations  of  the  Mex- 

ican army,  and  is  much  used  as  an  article  of  food 
by  the  Mexican  people  generally.    When  travel- 

I  ing  in  that  country,  it  often  was  our  principal 
I  food.    We  have  often  wondered  why  it  was  not 
introduced  into  our  army,  for  the  use  of  detached 
expeditions  ;  it  is  very  nutritious  and  requires  no 
cooking ;    stirred  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  to  form  a  kind  of  gruel,  it  satisfies  both 

thirst  and  hunger." 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FHOM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 
Paris,  September  T,d,  1863. 

A  New  Bulbous  Plant. 

M.  QiTinoN,  head  gardener  of  the  Zoological  Garden 
in  the  Bois  dc  Boulogne,  has,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  director  of  that  establishment,  described  a  new 
bulbous  plant  sent  over  to  him  from  the  West  Indies 
by  an  intelligent  traveller,  M.  Alexandre  Cochet. 
The  plant  is  called  Bacooarooroo,  or  Beeaheatij,  or 
Mootakoo  by  the  Indians,  and  exercises  a  salutary 
cfl'ect  on  the  kidneys.    The  specimens  sent  over  to 
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Paris  in  June,  1861,  were  planted  partly  in  the  open 
air,  and  partly  in  tlie  hot-house— but  a  winter's  ex- 

perience soon  sho-\ved  that  the  plant  could  bear  the 
climate  of  Paris  quite  well.  In  the  following  spring 
the  bulbs  were  taken  out  of  the  earth,  and  stripped 
of  the  shoots,  which  had  -made  their  appearance 
around  the  neck.  These  shoots  serve  to  propagate 
the  plant,  which,  according  to  M.  Cochet^  besides  its 
medicinal  properties,  possesses  the  not  less  important 
one  of  containing  more  sugar  and  of  a  better  quality 

than  the  beet-root.  From  M.  Quihon's  experiments  j it  appears  that  one  hectare  {214  acres,)  will  yield 
120,000  lbs.  of  this  bulb,  which  has  been  provision- 

ally called  "  Cochet's  Earth  Pear."  The  only  pro- 
tection it  requires  during  winter  is  a  layer  of  leaves, 

from  three  to  four  inches  thick. 

Putrefaction. 
.  M.  Pasteue  published  not  long  ago  a  paper  on 
putrefaction.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  common 
definition  of  this  word,  namely,  a  state  of  animal  or 
vegetable  matter,  in  which  it  undergoes  a  spontaneous 
change  and  emits  fetid  gases,  is  incorrect,  inasmuch, 
as  it  tends  to  confound  certain  phenomena  with 
others  essentially  distinct  from  them,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  excludes  others  which  have  the  same 
origin.  His  labors  on  fermentation  having  shown 
that  this  chemical  action  is  produced  by  certain 
animalcules,  he  now  extends  this  principle  to  putre- 

faction, which  he  ascribes  to  a  certain  kind  of  vibrio, 
which  can  live  without  free  oxygen.  This  subject, 
you  see,  is  a  very  extensive  one,  and  I  shall  probably 
be  obliged  to  advert  to  it  again. 

Does  Smoking  Produce  Cancer  of  the  Lip  ? 
The  Social  Science  Bevieiv  contains  an  article  by 

Dr.  Richardson  on  the  question  whether  smoking 
produces  cancer  of  the  lower  lip.  It  has  been  ob- 

served unquestionably  of  this  cancer  that  it  occurs 
frequently  in  persons  who  smoke  short  pipes,  and 
that  it  breaks  at  that  part  of  the  lower  lip  where  the 
pipe  produces  an  impression.  Here,  therefore,  we 
may,  without  hesitation,  assume  that  smoking  excites 
the  cancerous  disorder — but  this  exciting  cause, 
according  to  Dr.  Richardson,  is  indirect  in  its 
action,  inasmuch  as  it  is  connected  with  the  pipe 
and  not  with  the  tobacco — for  it  has  been  found  by 
experience  that  the  mischief  does  not  become  devel- 

oped in  cigar  smokers,  nor  even  in  those  who  smoke 
pipes  having  a  smooth  surface,  and  which  are  of 
sufficient  length,  and  as  a  consequence  are  cool,— 
but  that  the  accident  happens  mainly  from  the  use  of 
the  short  cutty  pipe,  which  is  held  very  firmly  in  the 
lips  without  any  support  from  the  hand,  and  conve)'s 
to  the  lip  considerable  heat,  amounting  sometimes 
almost  to  pain.  "  Those  who  are  opposed  to  tobacco," 
says  the  author,  "will  naturally  accept  the  above 
fact  as  a  condemn-ation  of  the  weed.  Those  who  ad- 

vocate tobacco,  on  the  other  hand  will  assert  that  the 
statement  if  true  tells  nothing  against  tobacco  itself, 
but  simply  against  an  objectionable  way  of  using  it, 
and  I  confess  that  this  latter  view  of  the  subject  is 
the  one  with  which  I  should  agree."  The  Doctor 
then  goes  on  to  say,  that  whenever  the  pipe  brings  I 

out  the  disease,  there  existed  in  the  person  affected  a 
strong  predisposition  which  would,  almost  to  a  cer- 

tainty, become  developed  in  some  one  part  or  other 
of  the  body,  if  it  did  not  break  out  in  the  lip.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  life  of  the  sufferer  will  be 
considerably  lengthened  or  shortened,  according  to 
the  point  at  which  the  disease  manifests  itself,  and 
if  there  is  one  point  of  the  body  more  favorable  than 
another  for  the  development  of  cancer,  it  is  the  lip, 
and  if  there  is  one  form  that  is  more  open  to  cure  by 

I  operation  than  another,  it  is  the  epithelial  cancer, 
which  occurs  in  the  lip.  Hence  the  Doctor  thinks 
that  in  the  run  of  cases  it  may  rather  be  an  advantage 
than  otherwise  that  the  cancerous  disease  should  be 
thrown  out  at  a  spot  where,  for  a  time  at  least,  it 
may  drive  the  development  of  the  fatal  growth  from 
more  vital  organs,  and  where,  in  extremity,  it  lies 
within  the  reach  of  treatment,  and  even  of  cure. 

A  Surgical  Operation, 

somewhat  resembling  that  recommended  for  Gari- 
baldi by  M.  Nelaton,  was  lately  performed,  with 

complete  success  by  Dr.  Manec,  of  the  Charite 
hospital,  assisted  by  Dr.  Leon  Belliol,  on  the  per- 

son of  M.  Lavenne,  belonging  to  the  Emperor's 
household.  M.  Lavenne  was  one  of  the  victims 
of  the  terrible  explosion  at  the  opera-house  on  the 
14th  January,  1858.  He  was  carried  immediately 
to  the  Charite,  and  remained  there  several  months, 
and  during  three  subsequent  years  he  visited  various 
watering  places  without  obtaining  a  perfect  cure. 
There  still  remained  a  swelling  in  the  right  thigh, 
which,  to  the  doctors  appeared  to  indicate  a  frag- 

ment of  the  bomb  buried  in  the  flesh.  They  in 
consequence  determined  on  an  operation,  and  suc- 

ceeded in  extracting  a  small  fragment  of  cast  iron, 

j  The  patient  is  now  relieved,  and  the  wound  in  pros- 
pect of  healing. 

Vivisections. 

That  our  knowledge  in  physiology  has  been  im- 
mensely increased  by  painful  operations  upon  living 

animals,  is  true — but  it  is  equally  true  that  this  ad- 
vantage is  not  so  much  due  to  the  practice  of  vivi- 

sections, as  to  the  genius  and  profound  knowledge 
of  the  eminent  men  who  have  had  recourse  to  that 
cruel  method  of  investigation  in  order  to  verify  cer- 

tain theories  previously  suggested  to  them  by  their 
experience  and  vast  scientific  attainments.  But  when 
every  student,  every  beginner,  thinlis  he  has  a  right 
to  torture  a  poor  beast,  merely  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
particular  instruction,  the  matter  becomes  serious 
enough  to  require  the  intervention  of  the  police  au- 

thorities. The  Abeille  Jledicale,  in  taking  this  view 
of  the  case,  states  that  tlie  Rues  Racine  and  Monsieur 
le  Prince  have  become  uninhabitable  on  account  of 
the  cries  and  the  howls  of  the  poor  dogs  submitted  to 
daily  torture  by  the  medical  students  who  live  in  that 
quarter.  The  question,  it  is  said,  will  shortly  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 
Laurel  leaves  in  the  treatment  of  Indolent 

Ulcers. 

j  Dr.  JtrLiA,  a  surgeon  in  the  French  army,  states 
'  that  in  the  case  of  simple  but  obstinate  sores,  which 
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like  color,  and  show  no  tendency  to  heal,  he  has 
obtaiucd  excellenr  effects  by  the  application  of  laurel 
leaves,  (L(iio\iCiri'S>(.s)  between  two  pieces  of  very 
fine  linen  on  the  sore.  Immediately  on  the  following 
day  he  finds  the  suppuration  more  active,  every  day 
the  leaves  are  changed,  and  the  sore  soon  acquires  a 
satisfactory  rose-colored  aspect  as  a  preliminary  step 
to  its  cure. 

Treatment  of  Pneumonia. 
Dr.  Deliox  be  Savigkoe  announces  that  he  has 

cured  obstinate  cases  of  pneumonia,  with  delirium, 
by  administering  the  pure  acetate  of  ammonia  in  doses 
of  30  and  even  60  grammes  in  a  potion  sweetened 
with  a  syrup  of  tolu.  A  gramme,  you  are  aware,  is 
equal  to  20  grains. 

Oxygenized  Water. 
M.  F.  DuPUET  proposes  a  new  process  for  obtain- 

ing oxygenized  water.  It  consists  in  making  a  very 
rapid  current  of  carbonic  acid  pass  through  distilled 
water,  and  throwing  in  at  intervals  a  small  quantity 
of  bi-oxide  of  barium  finely  powdered.  Carbonate  of 
barium  is  thus  produced,  and  the  oxygen  released  is 
absorbed  by  the  Avater. 

Hydrated  Peroxide  of  Iron. 

The  hydrate  of  peroxide  of  iron,  when  recently  pre- 
pared is  light  and  flaky,  and  in  this  state  easily  com- 

bines with  arsenious  acid,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
is  used  as  an  antidote  for  the  latter.  But  it  often 
happens  that  after  a  certain  time  this  hydrate  changes 
its  nature,  and  becomes  hard  and  crystalline.  In  this 
state  it  loses  the  property  of  combining  with  arsenious 
acid,  and  consdiuently  that  of  neutralizing  its  effects. 
Dr.  Leroy  having  investigated  the  matter  shows  that 
when  the  hydrate  is  kept  in  a  place  the  temperature 
of  which  never  falls  below  1.2  degrees  C.  (about  55 
degrees  F.)  it  preserves  its  original  state  indefinitely. 
He  has  some  which  has  been  kept  ten  years  in  a  well 
lighted  place,  the  temperature  of  which  is  generally 
above  the  limit  above  stated,  and  he  has  ascertained 
that  it  possesses  all  its  properties  unimpaired. 

Carbonic  Acid  in  the  Atmosphere. 
M.  Mine  lately  sent  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  a 

paper  on  the  fjuantity  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  air, 
showing  that  it  does  not  exist  in  the  same  quantity 
throughout  tlic  year.  During  the  months  of  Decem- 

ber and  January  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  re- 
mains nearly  the  same ;  it  increases  in  February, 

March,  April,  and  May,  and  diminishes  during  the 
three  months  of  June,  July,  and  August ;  after  which 
It  increases  again  from  September  to  November,  the 
maximum  of  the  year  occurring  in  October.  During 
tlic  night  there  is  more  carbonic  acid  than  in  the 
day  time,  the  maximum  quantity  during  the  day 
occurring  at  noon.  After  a  shower  the  quantity  of 
carbonic  acid  always  experiences  an  increase. 

A  Singular  Case. 

Here  is  a  very  singular  case.    Dr.  CirAMi'KAcx,  a 
purgcon  in  the  French  navy,  was  consulted  in  1827, 
by  a  cavalry  oflTicer,  M.  Kixji'HE,  about  a  small  sore 

which  he  had  in  the  nape  of  the  neck  since  June, 
1815.  This  sore  would  sometimes  heal,  and  remain 
closed  for  about  a  week  or  so,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  it  would  again  become  painful,  then  open  and 
suppurate  as  before,  and  so  on.  M.  Elopjie  had 
belonged  to  the  old  guard,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  charged  the  British  cuirassieurs,  but  was 
hit  on  the  breast  by  a  fragment  of  a  howitzer  shell, 
and  fell  insensible  from  his  horse.  He  was  just 
coming  to  himself  again  when  the  grenadiers,  driven 
back  by  the  lancers,  passed  by  him,  and  the  latter 
seeing  he  was  not  dead,  wounded  him  in  several 
places  with  their  lances,  one  of  these  wounds  was 
inflicted  on  his  neck.  Repulsed  in  their  turn,  the 
lancers  passed  over  him  again,  and  the  grenadiers 
seeing  him  attempting  to  get  up,  carried  him  to  the 
rear,  where  his  wounds  were  dressed.  Since  then  he 
had  always  been  afflicted  with  this  fistulous  sore.— 
On  probing  it  Dr.  Champeadx  felt  something  hard 
at  the  bottom,  and  soon  discovered  from  the  sound 
that  it  must  be  a  metallic  fragment,  most  probably 
of  a  lance.  The  extraction  was  resolved  upon,  and 
succeeded  ;  the  extraneous  body  extracted  was  found 
to  be  one  of  the  thin  brass  scales  which  cover  the 

straps  of  a  helmet  or  grenadier's  cap,  and  which  had 
been  violently  forced  into  the  wound  by  the  lance. 
This  inconvenient  guest  had  remained  in  for  eleven 
years,  the  wound  got  well  and  M.  Elgphe  only  died 
this  year,  and  therefore  survived  the  battle  48  years, 
and  the  operation  36. 

IsTew  Treatment  of  Epilepsy  and  Paralysis. 
The  Medical  Times  publishes  an  account  of  a  cura- 

tive treatment  by  Dr.  Chapman,  of  epilepsy  and 
paralysis,  and  all  diseases  depending  on  the  circula- 

tion of  the  blood  so  far  as  that  is  affected  by  the 
sympathetic  nerve.  He  stimulates  and  depresses  the 
sympathetic  and  cercbro-spinal  nervous  systems  at 
will  by  applying  heat,  or  ice  in  india-rubber  bags,  to 
the  back  of  the  head  and  the  ganglia,  and  contends 
that  the  treatment  produces  permanent  cures.  If 
such  be  the  case  it  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
discoveries  of  medical  science. 

The  medical  school  in  this  city  has  now  closed  its 
summer  session. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Change  of  Surgeons. 
Dr.  EnwAun  Stiippen,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  appointed 

Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  at  Twenty-fourth 
and  South  streets,  in  place  of  Dr.  Paul  B.  Goddard, 
U.  S.  v.,  relieved. 

Naval  Orders. 
Assistant  Surgeon  H.  P.  BAnoocK,  detached  (sick) 

from  the  Wabash,  and  waiting  orders. 
Assistant  Surgeon  AucniuALD  C.  RiroABES,  de- 

tacdied  from  the  Pocahontas,  and  waiting  orders. 
Assistant  Surgeon  CiiAS.  H.  Bukha>ik,  granted 

permission  to  appear  for  examination  for  promotion. 
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Insane  Soldiers. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 
Sept.  12,  1863.— Circnlar  No.  16.— The  attention  of 
all  Medical  Directors  is  especially  called  to  paragraph 
169,  Revised  United  States  Regnlations,  and  section  2, 
General  Orders,  No.  98,  dated  headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Not.  13,  1861,  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  "  insane 
Eoldiers." 

No  insane  soldier  can  be  discharged  the  service  on 
Surgeon's  certificate  of  disability. 

JOS.  K.  BARNES,  Acting  Surgeon-General. 
Enlisted  Men  Employed  in  Hospitals. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 
Sept.  14,  1863.— Circular  No.  17.— Medical  Directors 
are  hereby  instructed  that,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
from  the  War  Department,  all  enlisted  men  of  the 
regular  regiments,  excepting  Hospital  Stewards,  now 
employed  in  hospitals,  must  be  at  once  sent  to  their 
respective  regriments.    By  order. 

CHAS.  S.  CRANE,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 
A  Surgeon  Reinstated. 

SnEKMAx  Morris,  late  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
Second  New  York  Cavalry,  whose  appointment  was 
revoked  by  Special  Order  No.  175  current  series,  is 
hereby  restored  to  his  regiment,  with  pay  from  date 
of  rejoining  it,  provided  the  vacancy  has  not  been 
fiUed,  and  that  the  regiment  is  not  deprived  of  one 
Assistant  Surgeon  under  the  requirements  of  General 
O-rder  No.  182  of  the  War  Department. 

Examining  Board. 
Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz  ordered  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  as 

presiding  officer,  and  Surgeon  Wm.  Lowber  as  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Board  for  the  examination  of 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  navy  as  Midshipmen. 

On  Furlough. 
Dr.  W.  W.  L.  Phillips,  formerly  of  Trenton,  N. 

J.,  now  Division  Surgeon  of  Gen.  Gregg's  Cavalry 
brigade,  reached  Trenton  on  Monday  morning,  on  a 
visit  of  two  or  three  weeks  among  his  friends.  Dr. 
Phillips  has  been  sufiering  from  an  attack  of  re- 

mitting fever  but  is  now  convalescent,  although  stUl 
weak. 

Medical  Attendance  on  Officers. 
A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  Dr.  E.  Lee 

Jones,  No.  12  West  Thirty-fifth-street,  New  York,  \ 
for  medical  attendance  upon  the  officers  of  the  regu-  j 
lar  army  stationed  in  New  York  City,  who  may  re-  i 
quire  his  services  during  the  absence  and  detail  of  | 
Surgeon  J.  F.  Hammond,  U.  S.  A.,  on  other  duty.  | 

News  and  Miscellany.  i 

Increased  Value  of  Opium. 
The  last  sale  of  opium  in  Calcutta  during  the  | 

month  of  January  realized  £450,000  against  £350,000  | 
in  December.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  an  increase 
of  1000  chests  a  month  has  not  lowered  the  price, 
though  the  December  rate  was  £30  a  chest  above  the 
price  estimated  by  Mr.  Laing. 

Muscular  Electricity. 
Ranke,  the  German  physiologist,  has  published, 

amongst  the  results  of  his  investigations  into  the 
phenomena  of  electric  currents  in  the  muscles,  the 
fact  that  dead  muscle  is  a  much  better  conductor  of 

!  electricity  than  the  living  muscle,  because,  as  he 
judges,  of  the  presence  of  certain  products  of  de- 

■  composition  which  do  not  appear  till  after  death. — 
i  Lancet. 

I  Fire-Proof  Dresses. 
!     In  noticing  the  death  of  a  lady  from  her  clothes 
taking  fire,  the  London  Standard  says  :  "  It  should  be 

i  universally  known  that  either  of  these  three  sub- 
stances — phosphate  of  ammonia,  sulphate  of  ammo- 

j  nia,  or  tungstate  of  soda — may  be  mixed  in  the 
i  starch  at  the  cost  of  a  peniiy  a  dress,  so  as  to  render 
:  it  impossible  to  consume  the  fabric  by  burning, 
except  by  a  slow  process  of  smouldering,  which,  of 
course,  would  be  harmless.    The  sad  instances  of 
destruction  of  life  in  this  terrible  manner  should  call 
attention  to  the  above  preventives." 

Fossil  Remains. 
A  cavern,  similar  to  those  found  in  England  and 

on  the  continent,  containing  osseous  remains  of 
men  and  of  lower  animals,  has  recently  been  discov- 

ered and  explored  at  Poltaliock,  Argyleshire,  Scot- 
land. The  contents  consist  of  the  remains  of  men, 

of  other  animals,  and  shells  of  edible  shell-fish.  The 
only  article  of  manufacture  found  in  it  was  a  small 
flint-flake :  and  the  only  domestic  utensil  was  a 
scallop-shell,  or  pi^t'^e  -  hio/xwu'^ — the  shell  used  by 
the  ancient  Celts  as  a  drinking  vessel.  The  cavern 
was  evidently  used  as  a  place  of  residence,  for 
beneath  the  cave  stuff,  or  Cu'-hrU,  wera  found  ashes, bits  of  charred  wood,  and  bones,  a  flint  pebble  for 
striking  fire,  and  stones,  which,  from  their  form  and 
position,  seemed  to  have  served  for  seats.  When 
first  discovered,  the  human  remains  were  supposed 
to  have  been  those  of  persons  who  had  fled  there  for 
shelter  when  the  adjacent  country  was  laid  waste  by 
fire  and  sword  during  the  ruthless  raid  of  Alister 
]\r'CoLL  CiTTO.  The  absence,  however,  of  metal 
weapons  and  culinary  vessels — both  which  were  of 
universal  use  in  the  days  of  this  scourge  of  Argyle- 

shire, and  Avhich  undoubtedly  would  have  been  con- 
veyed by  the  refugees  to  their  place  of  concealment 

— and  the  presence  of  celis  and  scallop-shells,  seern 
to  disprove  this  opinion,  and  to  point  to  a  much 
higher  antiquity  for  its  inhabitants.  What  seems  to 
confirm  tliis  opinion  is  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
bones,  teeth,  and  shells  are  as  firmly  imbedded  in  a 
calcareous  matrix  as  are  the  fossil  remains  in  the 
lias  and  carboniferous  limestone. 

London  Bread. 

London  bread,  judging  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  bakeries  are  kept,  can  hardly  be  the  most  palatable 
or  the  most  wholesome  of  food.  Mr.  Tremenheere 
has  lately  made  a  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
bakeries,  which  is  likely  to  create  a  strong  distaste 
against  shop-bread.  A  London  paper  writing  of  the 
shop-bread  says  "  it  was  prepared  in  a  ̂ oathsome, underground  den,  reeking  with  filth  and  vermin  ; 
the  hands  with  which  the  dousrh  Avas  mixed  were 
dirty  ;  and  the  exertion  of  handling  heavy  masses 
of  leavened  flour  in  a  close,  unventilated  bake-house 
caused  the  perspiration  to  roll  oft'  the  arms  and  face of  the  workmen  in  streams  into  the  trough.  The 
board  on  which  the  dough  was  laid  preparatory  to 
its  being  fashioned  into  loaves,  had  served  but  a  few 
moments  before,  with  a  filthy  sack  thrown  over  it, 
as  the  temporary  couch  of  a  journeyman  baker,  to 
whom  personal  ablution  was  a  stranger."  To  fill  up 
this  picture  of  horrors,  there  is  one  bakehouse  at  the 
West  End  in  which  the  space  between  the  kneading- 
trough  and  the  wall  was  used  for  a  nameless  purpose. 

Du  Chaillu,  the  celebrated  traveller  and  naturalist 
recently  left  London  and  returned  to  Africa. 
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ANSWERS  TO  COKRESPONDENTS. 
i8S*  Corres'pondents  xcill  please  notice  ozt-r  reiterated  re- 

quest to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  e.xtfnsive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary for  i(S  always  to  k7iow  the  Town,  County  and  State 
from  ichence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  G.  C,  Kentucky. —Da,  Costa's  Medical  Diagnosis  is  not 
yet  published.  It  is  in  press,  and  will  be  issued  shortly,  -when we  will  inform  you  of  the  price. 

Dr.  F.,  Philadel2)hia.— Yon  will  observe  in  this  number 
that  our  foreign  correspondent  lias  spoken  of  Chapman's method  of  treating  epilep.^y  and  paralysis.  We  have  requested 
him  to  write  further  on  the  subject  if  he  finds  it  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  profession. 

OBITUARY. 

Dr.  Thomas  McHenky.— The  Key  West  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Daily  Times,  contains  the  following  tribute  to  a 
Volunteer  Surgeon  in  the  Navy. 
Among  the  very  many  cases  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to 

country  which  this  war  has  presented,  there  is  none  more  de- 
serving of  notice  than  that  of  Dr.  Thomas  McHexry,  of  Chester 

County,  Pa.,  Acting  Assistant-yiirgeon  in  our  Navy,  who  died 
in  this  city  last  month.  Dr.  McHenrt  arrived  here  in  August, 
1S62,  in  the  height  of  the  yellow  fever  season,  when  strong 
meu  were  prostrated  and  carried  to  tlieir  final  home  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  He  was  at  once  ordered  to  duty  ou  the  steamer 
Hv.ntsville,  where  his  first  visit  was  greeted  with  the  corpses 
of  two  young  officers  of  that  ship,  Surgeon  and  Paymaster,  who 
had  died  the  previous  day.  Several  of  the  crew  were  down 
with  the  fever ;  and  amidst  this  did  this  young  man  devote 
himself  to  duty  as  only  those  do  who  have  offered  up  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country.  Much  demand  was  made 
upon  his  time  by  the  Fleet  J-urgeon,  Dr.  Horner,  on  the  flag- ship St.  Lawrence,  where  a  large  number  were  sick  and  dying 
with  the  fever.  His  devotion  amid  the.se  arduous  and  heavy 
duties  was  such  that  his  fellow  ofiicers  felt  compelled  to  remon- 

strate with  him  and  reciuire  that  he  should  take  more  care  of 
himself.  Providence  spared  him  through  those  scenes  of  death 
to  periods  of  greater  calm  and  restored  healthfulness.  He  was 
subsequently  attached  to  the  schooner  Wanderer,  commanding 
and  retaining  the  liveliest  sympathies  of  his  many  friends.  Of 
a  retiring  and  modest  disposition,  he  was  the  true  hero,  meeting 
difEculties  and  dangers  with  no  motive  but  a  discharge  of 
duty.  His  death  occurred  at  the  Naval  Hospital,  whence  his 
remains  were  attended  to  their  resting  place  by  a  numerous 
concourse  of  his  brother  ofiicers  and  his  friends.  * 

METEOROLOGY. 

MARRIED, 

Dyer— Kemptox.— In  Norwich,  Conn.,  September  9th,  by 
Eev.  W.  C.  Doane,  Dr.  Ezra  Dyer  and  Miss  Lucy  M.  Kempton, 
both  of  Philadelphia. 
Fretz— Robertson. — In  this  city,  September  15tU,  by  Rev. 

Albert  Barnes,  Dr.  A.  N.  Fretz,  of  Wai-wick,  Pa.,  and  Miss Emmie  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Robertson,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia.  .  * 

HcRST — Oberhoi.tzer. — In  Lancaster,  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber l.Oth,  by  Kev.  .Mr.  Chubb,  at  his  residence,  M.  "W.  Hurst, M.  D.,  from  Earlville,  and  Miss  Hallie  Oberholtzer,  from  Fair- 

ville,  yoangest  daughter  of  John  Oberholtzer,  Esq.,  both  of 
LancastetT  County,  Pa. 
Martin— Down.-.— On  the  1.5th  inst.,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Addison Henry,  Dr.  R.  A.  Martin,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  Isabella, 

only  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Downs,  of  West  Philadelphia. 
Perry — Ufsn.— At  the  residence  of  the  bride's  father,  on Wednenday  evening,  September  9ih,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Perry,  Mr. 

6.  O.  Perry,  of  Lower  Providence,  Montgomery  County,  Pa., 
and  .MiK.i  Carrie  H.,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  Bush,  of  East  Coventry, 
Chester  Coualy. 

SwA."*— KE.-snALL. — In  Longwood,  on  Tuesday,  September 
8th,  by  Rev.  J.  l^wis  Dimon,  Charles  Y.  Swan,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York,  and  Elizabeth  Lawrenw  Kendall,  of  Groton,  Mass, 

DIED. 
McOai.l. — Of  membranous  croup,  on  the  27th  ult.,  Anna, 

infant  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  H.and  Cynthia  M'Call,  of  Camber- land,  Ohio. 
Of  diphtheria,  on  the  1st  Jn.sl.,  Ida,  only  daughter  of  the 

above  named  parents,  aged  4  yfarw. 
I'KKiKKKR. — On  the  I'lth  inHt,,  from  disease  contracted  in  the 

army,  Dr.  P.  C.  I'feilfpr,  of  Uban-.n  Co.,  Pa. 
Tti.er.— Ill  Frf^derick,  .'Id  .  <.ri  the  Olh  iiiHt.,  of  iiaralysis.  Dr. William  Bradler  TyU-r,  iu  the  76t)i  year  »f  his  age.  Dr,  Tyler 

was  for  f.jrty  yearn  :i  jtrai-tising  j.liyKifinn. 
Va.hi^krvuokt. — On  Thursday  evcuing.  September  17,  after 

a  lingering  illne-t",  .Tames  O.,  youngest  son  of  John  L.  Yander- Toort,  M.  D.,  in  the  18th  yoir  of  his  age. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  tliose  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

state  that  mani'script  intended  for  punLicATioN  mcst  bb 
written  on  bct  onk  bide  of  the  sheet.  If  greater  care  wa.s 
taken  in  the  preparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  b« 
saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  l)ack  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

,305,  30S,  .309,  and  310,  which  are  still  /lue,  and  will  be  sent) 
will  please  remember  and  send  money  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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Terms  of  Subscription — $3  per  annum,  or  $1.50  per  6  mos.,  invariablv  in  advance. 

Specimen  numbers  furnished  gratis. 

Single  JS!  umbers. 
The  price  of  single  numbers  is  Ten  Cents.  Those  wishiijg 

extra  numbers  of  current  issues,  or  back  numbers  to  complete 
volumes  for  binding,  can  obtain  them  by  enclosing  to  us  the 
PBICE  and  STAMP  to  prepay  the  postage. 

Missing  Ifumbers. 
Where  numbers  have  not  been  received,  but  have  been  cor- 

rectly mailed,  we  will  supply  others  without  charge,  if  applica- tion is  made  within  three  months  from  date  of  such  numbers,  and 
stamps  be  enclosed  to  prepay  postage.  If  the  fault  lies  with  us 
they  will  always  be  replaced  gratis. 

Back  Volumes. 
We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  back  volumes  of  the  Reporter 

since  its  commencement  as  a  weekly  in  1858.  We  will  furnish 
them  unbound  at  the  subscription  price,  one  dollar  and  a  half  per 
rolume,  or  bound  at  two  dollars  and  a  quarter.  These  will  make 
a  handsome  and  valuable  addition  to  a  library.  We  can  still 
make  up  a  few  complete  sets  of  the  weekly,  containing  nine 
VOLUMES,  or  SIX  THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN 
PAGES, 

Wanted. 
Subscribers  having  any  of  the  following  numbers  to  spare,  will 

confer  a  favor,  and  likewise  be  credited  on  their  running  sub- 
ecriptions,  with  such  as  thej-  may  return  us.  ^ Vols.  I,  II,  III  &  IV.    All  the  numbers. 
Vol. 

I9>  V. 3,  '61. 
I  to  23, 

9>  30, 

V.  No.  I,  Oct  6,  '60;  No "  VI.  Nos.  18,  19,  Aug.  3,  I 
"    VII.  Nos.  I,  2,  6,  Oct  5, 12,  Nov.  9,  '61, ;  Nos. 

Dec.  7,  '61,  to  March  8,  '65. "    VIII.  Nos.  17,  18,  19,  22,  23,  July  26,  Aug. 
Sept.  6,  '62. "   IX.  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  13  &  14,  17  &  18,  Nov.  8, 15,  22,  '62, 
Dec.  27,  62  &  Jan.  3,  '63,  Jan.  24  &  31,  '63. 

Answers  to  Correspondents. 
We  are  glad  to  give  any  information  in  our  power,  in  our 

Answers  to  Correspondents;  also  to  superintend  the  purchasing  of 
Books,  Instruments,  etc.,  and  to  see  that  they  are  carefully  Ex- 

pressed to  subscribers. 
Subscribers'  Address. Subscribers  should  be  PARTICULAR  to  give  us  their  AD- 

DRESS IN  FULL,  and  in  changing  their  location,  should  in- 
form us  where  they  have  been  residing,  as  well  as  where  they 

change  to. 

Agents. 
J.  HULME,  J.  ROWE  SMITH,  S.  D.  ALLEN,  and  H.  P. 

THROOP,  are  nov/  traveling  in  their  respective  fields  ,  they  are 
in  every  respect  to  be  relied  on,  and  their  receipt  will  be  acknow- 

ledged by  us.    Changes  in  this  list  should  be  noticed. 
Special  Notice. 

Our  agents  are  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  collect 
from  old  subscribers,  in  accordance  with  the  published  terms.  To 
prevent  mistakes,  subscribers  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  re- 

ceipt given  by  the  agent,  a  receipt  from  this  office.  If  this  h 
not  received  in  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  number  after  the  pay- 

ment is  made,  subscribers  will  please  notify  us. 
Commutations. 

We  will  furnish  The  London  Lancet,  Braithwaite's 
Retrospect,  and  Von  Ddben's  Microscopical  Diagno- sis, at  reduced  rates,  if  subscribed  for  in  connection  with  the 
Keporter.  The  price  of  the  Lancet  is  $5;  Reponer  and 
Lancet,  for  one  year,  $6.  Braithwaite,  S2.50J  Reporter  and 
Braithwarte,  $5.  Von  Duben,  $1 ;  Reporter  and  Von  Duben, 

$3.60. Rates  of  Advertising. 
ins. 1  mo. 

3  mos. 

6  mos.    1  yr. 

$2 

$6 

$14 
$35 

4 9 20 30  50 
Half  "   7 

'S 

30 

50  90 

10 

25 

50 

90  lyo 

IS 

40 

85 

150  250 

Kcol. 

I  col.    I  page. 
I3S 

$60 

$95  $150 "        I  month,     "  ... 

25 

40 

60  100 
"        2  weeks,  6  month? 

iS 

40 

60  JOO 
"       I  month,  " 

20 

30 

50  75 

Payable  quarterly  in  advance. Postage. 

After  July  1st,  1863,  the  postage  on  the  REPORTER  will  be  re- duced to  TWENTY  CENTS  PER  TE.VK. 

Vaccine  Virus'. Physicians  desiring  a  supply  of  reliable  matter,  carefully  put 
up  in  air-tight  cases,  can  obtain  it  gratis  by  enclosing  a  stamp  to this  office. 

Address,  ̂ tedL^a./.  a.n.d  ̂ LLif^c^iacLL  ̂ 3LE/La/-±Et^,  VmL.\Ti'E\.VHi\y  Pa. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

[J 
DIVERSITY   OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

THIA.    MEDICAL  DEPAKl'MENT. 
KINETY-EIGHTH  SESSION  (1S63-64.) 

-PHILADEL- 

WiLi.iAM  Gibson,  M.  D., 
Eiiuu-itus  Professor  of  Surgery. (iiA>K(*E  B.  Wood,  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

>AMaEL  Jackson,  M.  D., Emeritus  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicines. 
lluaH  L.  HoDOE,  M.  D., 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  "Women  and JoriKPH  Carson,  M.  D.,  Children.] 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

lu>BEKT  E.  Rogers,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry, 

.JOoKPH  LeIDY,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Henkt  H.  Smith,  M.  D  , 
Professor  of  Surgery. 

Wu.i.iam  Pepper,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

F.  GuRNEY  Smith,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine, 

i!  A.  F.  Penrose,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Biseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

.loH.v  H.  Packard,  M.  I)., 
i  emonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  LectiTi'es  of  the  Session  Avill  begin  on  the  second  Monday  of  Octo- 
ber sud  close  on  the  fir.'~t  of  IMarch. 

Ou>'  Introductory  will  be  delivered  to  the  Com-se. Clinical  Instruction  is  given  throughout  the  Session,  in  the  Medical 
ll-.ili,  by  the  Frolessors,  and  at  the  Hospitals.  At  the  Philadelphia 11  .spitaf.  containing  571  beds,  instruction  is  free. 

Military  Surgery  and  Hygiene  will  be  fully  taught  by  the  appropriate rh;iirs. 
The  Dissecting  Rooms,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Professor  of 

.\iiatoniy  and  the  Demonstrator,  are  open  from  the  middle  of  September. 
The  Room  for  Operative  Surgery  and  the  Application  of  Bandages, 

.!tc  ,  is  open  early  in  September  und  throughout  the  Session,  under  the 
•supervision  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Surgical  Demonstrators,  {     Lnox  Hod'^e!'m.  D. Fkhs. — For  the  Lectures  (each  Professor  $15),  $105  ;  Matriculation  Fee 
paid  once  only),  $5;  Graduation  Fee,  $3i). R.  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  Bean  of  the  Medical  Faculty, University  Building. 
6AM.ui;L  Price,  Janitor, 

University  Building. 
P.  S. — Board  may  be  had  at  from  $2.50  to  $6  per  week.  Im — 355 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OP  YALE  COLLEGE. 
The  Course  of  Lectures  for  1863-64  commence  on  THURSDAY, ^1;,1^EMBER  ITth,  and  continue  seventeen  weeks. 

.Jo.vathax  Knight,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  turgery. 
WoRTHixGTON  HooKKR,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of Medicine. 
Benjamin  Sillimax,  Jr.,  BL  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- jnHcy. 
Pmny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Juris- prudence. 
I  HARLES  A.  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- ix'utics. 
Leonard  J.  Sanford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Matriculation,  So;  Lecture  Fees,  $68.30;  Demonstrators'  Ticket,  $5  ; ijraduatiou  Fee,  $15. CHARLES  A.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D., 
Nkw  Haven,  July  22d,  1863.  Btan  of  tUe  Faculty. 

NERVOUS  DEAFNESS.  Its  Nature,  Causes,  and 
Treatment.  Trauslaied  trom  the  French  of  "  Duchenne,"'  with  addi- tions. By  Laurence  Tdrnbui.l,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Aural  Surgeon 

to  Howard  Hospital,  &c.,  &c.  One  Volume,  12mo.,  pp.  lit),  Illustrated 
with  Wood  Engravings. CONTEXTS. 
Physiological  Action  of  the  Process  of  Localized  Faradization  applied  to the  Treatment  of  Nervous  Deafness. 
Facts  Demonstrating  the  Therapeutic  Value  of  "  Duclienne's  Method." Faradization  of  the  Motor  Muscles  of  the  Small  Bones  and  of  the  Chorda 

Tynipani. 
The  Application  of  Localized  Faradization  to  Hysteric  Deafness,  Deaf- ness from  the  use  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine.  Deafness  consecutive  to 

the  continued  Eruptive  Fevers,  resisting  all  ju'evious  treatment  and from  ten  to  twenty  years  duration. 
Observations  by  L.  TurubuU,  M.  D.,  Definition  of  Nervous  Deafness, 

Causes  and  Frequency  of  the  Disease,  Physiology,  Pathology,  Symp- 
toms, Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  and  Treatment. For  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Reporter,  N.  E.  Cor.  Seventh  and  Sansom 

streets,  and  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  No.  25  South  Sixth  street. 
PRICE  THIRTY-EIGHT  CENTS. 

The  book  will  be  sent  to  any  address,  postage  paid,  on  receipt  of 
price.  aug 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OP  DENTAL  SUR. 
GERY.  ^ THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., 
Emeritus  Professor. 

T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 

C.  N.  PKIRCE,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. E.  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  S.  FOKBES,  M  D.,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and''Phy.-iology. JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 
Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 
Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 

During  October  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 
delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  ,  i The  most  ample  facilities  are  furnished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac  f tical  instruction 

Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demonstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Mati dilation  Fee,  $5.    Diploma  Fee,  $30. 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Deak, 
349-'^m.  501  N.  Seventh  St.,  Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — PIBS? ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863-64. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  Kingsbury,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Open- tive  Dentistry. 
Thos,  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuillen,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flagg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
Henry  Morton.  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry.  ^ The  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  andpr^  1 
liminary  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  da'  | during  the  month  of  October;  the  lecture  on  Wednesday  of  each  weei  i 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  m.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  teaching.  The  regalir  / Course  of  Instruction  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novembe,  \ 
and  continue  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  February.  ' The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extensive  and  mluab^ 
collections  of  Anatomical,  Pathological  and  Mineralogical  specimen- 
and  the  Philosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  oftli' 
various  Chairs,  and  every  opportunity  will  be  afforded  in  the  Clinic  aua 
Laboratory  for  obtaining  a,  practical  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Mo- chanical  Dentistry. 

Fees. — Matriculation  (paid  but  once\  $5;  Tickets  for  the  Course,  in- 
cluding the  Demonstrators",  $100;  Diploma,  $30. For  further  particulars,  address 

J.  H.  McQUILLEN,  Deait, 
347-6m  1112  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia^ 

CINCINNATI    COLLEGE    OP    MEDICINE  AND SURGERY. 
SESSIONS  OF  186.3-64. 

The  Sixteenth  Regular  Cour.se  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will 
commence  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  October,  1863,  and  continue  four 
months.  Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  given  for  two  weeks  previous  I  f the  regular  course. 

The  Fourth  Spring  Session  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
March,  1864,  and  end  the  last  week  in  June. 

At  the  close  of  each  term  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  will  t'' 
conferred  upon  all  candidates  who  shall  have  complied  with  the  requis- itions of  the  school,  and  passed  a  satisfactory  examination. 

Fees  for  each  Course. — Professors'  Tickets,  $35.00 ;  MatriculatV)n 
Ticket,  $5.00 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $o.U0  ;  Commercial  Hobpiui Ticket,  ?5.00;  Graduation  Fee,  $25.00. 

Boarding  can  be  obtained  at  from  $2.50  to  $3.50  per  week.  Students, 
on  their  arrial  in  the  city,  by  calling  at  the  College,  S.  W.  corner  Long- worth  Street  and  Centi'al  Avenue,  will  be  conducted  to  a  boarding  hou»J 
by  the  Janitor. For  particulars  see  announcement,  or  address 

Prof.  A.  H.  BAKER,  M.  D.,  Presideitt, 
316  West  Sixth  Street,  Cincinnati,  OMo. 

E.  C.  S.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Registrar.   lm--j34 
DENTAL   INSTEUMENTS  -  TEETH.- JOHN  KLEIN-f No.  22  North  EIGHTH  Street,  Philadelphia,  manufacturer  of  allf 
kinds  of  Porcelain  Teeth,  Dental  Instruments,  Materials 
etc.,  wbolesale  and  retail.  188. 

KING  &  BAIRD,  No.  607  Sansom  Street,  Pbi^ad'a English  and  German  Book  and  Job  PRIJN'TING,  STEREOTYPING, ELECTROTYPING,  &c.,  promptly  executed  in  the  best  manner  ana  o» 
reasonable  terms.  Publishers  of  Prayer  Books  (Staoxdard  Edition)  .1*' he  use  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
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Published  Wefkly,  at  115  South  Seventh  St.,  near  Chestnut,  Philada. 
I  Editor.  S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. 

01^    TKE  ■WOI^DSI- 
ORIGINAL  DEPARTMEISTT. 

Original  Lectures  on  Special  Departments  of  Medicine  and  Surgery — Original  Communi- 
cations— Hospital  Reports  of  this  and  other  Cities — Medical  Society  Reports. 

EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Weekly  Periscope,  Domestic  and  Foreign — Reviews  and  Book  Notices — Editorial  Articles 

— Notes  and  Comments — Correspondence — Army  and  Navy  News  and  Miscellany. 

Each  number  contains  24  SUPER-ROl'AL  OCTAFO  PAGES.,  printed  with  clear  type  on  good paper.     (In  consequence  of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  paper  and  printing,  we  are  for  a  time 
running  below  our  usual  size.)    There  are  tivo  •volumes  a  year,  commencing  with 

January  and  July.     Index  and  Title  Page  accompany  each  volume. 

The  REPORTER  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Profession,  and  is  absolutely  INDEPENDENT  of  anf 
party  or  selfish  interest.    We  intend  that  our  readers  shall  find  it  a  practical  and  reliable  exponent 

of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  all  their  departments,  and  we  confidently  look  to  the 
Profession  for  their  countenance  and  support.    Communications,  Essays,  Items 

of  Intelligence,  Biographical  Sketches,  etc.,  are  respectfully  solicited. 
Terms  of  Subscription — $3  per  annum,  or  $1.50  per  6  mos.,  invariably  in  advance. 

Specimen  numbers  furnished  gratis. 

Single  JSJ  umbers. 
The  price  of  single  numbers  is  Ten  Cents.  Those  wishing 

extra  numbers  of  current  issues,  or  back  numbers  to  complete 
volumes  for  binding,  can  obtain  them  by  enclosing  to  us  the 
PRICB  and  STAMP  to  prepay  the  postage. 

Missing  Numbers. 
Where  numbers  have  not  been  received,  but  have  been  cor- 

rectly mailed,  we  will  supply  others  without  charge,  if  applica- tion is  made  within  threi  months  from  date  of  such  numbers,  and 
stamps  be  enclosed  to  prepay  postage.  If  the  fault  lies  with  us 
they  will  always  be  replaced  gratis. 

Back  Volumes. 
We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  back  volumes  of  the  Reporter 

since  its  commencement  as  a  weekly  in  1858.  We  will  furnish 
them  unbound  at  the  subscription  price,  one  dollar  and  a  half  per 
volume,  or  bound  at  tv.-o  dollars  and  a  quarter.  These  will  make a  handsome  and  valuable  addition  to  a  library.  We  can  still 
make  up  a  few  complete  sets  of  the  weekly,  containing  mne VOLUMES,  or  SIX  THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN 
PAOB3. 

Wanted. 
Subscribers  having  any  of  the  following  numbers  to  spare,  v/ill 

confer  a  favor,  and  likewise  be  credited  on  their  running  sub- 
scriptions, with  such  as  they  ros/  reru  -n  uj. Vols.  I,  II,  III  &  IV.    All  the  numbers 

Vol  V.  No  I,  Oct.  6,  '60;  No.  19,  Feb.  9,  '61. 
"    VI.  Nos.  18,  19,  Aug.  3,  10,  '61. 
"    VII.  Nos.  I,  2,  6,  Oct.  5,  12,  Nov.  g,  '61, ;  Nos.  ro  to  23, 

Dec.  7,  '61,  to  March  8,  "6j. 
**    VIII.  Nos.  17,  18,  19,  22,  23,  July  26,  Aug.  2,  9,  30, 

Sept.  6,  '62. "   IX.  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  13  &  14,  17  &  18,  Nov.  8, 15,  22,  '62, 
Dec.  27,  '62  &  Jan.  3,  '63,  Jan.  24  &  31,  '63. 

Answers  to  Correspondents. 
We  are  glad  to  give  any  inforination  in  our  power,  in  our 

Answers  to  Correspondents;  also  to  superintend  the  purchasing  of 
Books.,  Instruments.,  etc.,  and  to  sec  that  they  are  carefully  Ex- pressed to  subscribers. 

Subscribers'  Address. Subscribers  should  be  PARTICULAR,  to  give  us  their  AD- 
DRESS I.N  FULL,  and  in  changing  their  location,  should  in- 

form us  where  they  have  been  residing,  as  well  as  where  they change  to. 

Agents. 
J.  HULME,  J.  ROWE  SMITH,  S.  D.  ALLEN,  and  H.  P 

THROOP,  are  nov/  traveling  in  their  resi>ective  fields  j  they  ara 
in  every  respect  to  be  relied  on,  and  their  receipt  will  be  acknow- 

ledged by  us.    Changes  in  this  list  should  be  noticed. 
Special  Notice. 

Our  agents  are  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  collect 
from  old  subscribers,  in  accordance  with  the  published  terms.  To 
prevent  mistakes,  subscribers  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  re- 

ceipt given  by  the  agent,  a  receipt  from  this  office.  If  this  is 
not  received  in  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  number  after  the  pay- 

ment is  made,  subscribers  will  please  notify  us. 
Commutations. 

We  will  furnish  The  London  Lancet,  Braithwaite's 
Kf.tro.>pect,  and  Von  Dub  en's  Microscopical  Diaqno- SKS,  at  reduced  rates,  if  subscribed  for  in  connection  with  the 
Ruporter.  The  price  of  the  Lancet  is  $5  j  Reporter  and 
Lancet,  for  one  year,  $6.  Braithwaite,  $2.50;  Reporter  and 
Braithwaite,  $5.  Von  Duben,  $1  ;  Reporter  and  Vpn  Duben, 

$3 .60. 
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DEFOBMITIES  OF  THE  NECK. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 

Of  Bro^.klyn,  N.  Y. 

The  cervical  region  is  likewise  subject  to  deformi- 
ties. In  most  of  them  the  head  is  temporarily  or 

permanently  drawn  out  of  its  perpendicular.  Ex- 
tensive burns  bring  about  such  results.  Inflam- 

mation of  the  spinal  apparatus  and  its  pathological 
consequences  disturb  more  or  less  the  position  of 
the  head.  Kext,  there  happens  a  congenital  de- 

formity of  the  neck  known  by  the  term  of  wry- 
neck— obstipitas  capitis,  or  torticollis.  And  lastly, 

convulsive  affections  of  the  cervical  muscles  occur, 
commonly  emanating  from  some  affection  of  the 
spinal  cord,  which  incessantly  disturb  the  sym- 

metry and  position. 
The  two  former  we  have  already  discussed  on  a 

prior  occasion.  We  shall  therefore  limit  our  re- 
marks to  the  two  latter. 

I  Wryneclj:— [Torticollis.] 
'        This  deformity  is  commonly  of  congenital  origin, 
j    and  consists  of  a  permanent  contraction  of  either 
'    of  the  sterno-mastoid  muscles.  We  have  seen  but 

two  instances  of  contraction  of  both  those  tnuscles, 
but  had  reason  to  believe  theih  to  be  acquired  by 
resp.  inflammation  of  the  cellular  and  muscular 

j     structures  themselves,  and  that  of  the  cervical 
portion  of  the  spine.  The  latter,  observed  in  a  boy 

j    of  14  years,  the  spondylitis  had  entirely  subsided 
!    but  the  consecutive  muscular  retraction  had  re- 
j    mained.    In  one  case  the  scaleni  muscles  on  one 
I    side  were  concerned  in  the  deformity,  and  the 

i|    sterno-mastoid  free  from  contraction.  And  in  quite 
a  number  of  cases  only  the  clavicular  portion  of  the 

jji    latter  was  implicated. 
y  In  the  ordinary  species  of  torticollis  we  have 
I  therefore  to  look  upon  the  contraction  of  a  single 
I  sterno-mastoid  muscle  as  the  proximate  cause  of 
I   the  trouble,  but  know  very  little  about  its  remote 

I causa
tion. 

From  analogy 
 
we  may  infer  that  morbid 

 
centri- 

fugal innervation  lies  at  the  bottom,  and  we  find 
therefore  simultaneously  other  symptoms  of  kin-  » 
dred  nature,  as  for  instance,  congenital  strabismus, 
and  the  characteristic  attenuation  to  the  extent  of 
the  nervous  province  concerned. 

In  high  graded  cases  of  torticollis  the  deformity 
is  very  considerable  and  extends  to  the  spine  and 
the  thorax. 

The  little  girl  which  we  operated  upon  in  your 
presence  to-day,  cannot  be  set  down  as  an  aggra- 

vated case.  She  was  too  young  for  that.  It  is 
with  torticollis  as  with  clubfoot,  age  renders  them 
worse.  The  diagram  Cfig.  81,)  represents  a  further 

Fig.  81. 

advanced  state  of  wryneck,  and  you  notice  its 
effects  upon  the  frame. 

First,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  points  of  insertion 
of  the  right  sterno-mastoid  muscle  approximate 
each  other,  and  its  tensity  is  exhibited  by  the 
prominence  of  its  attenuated  belly.  The  right  side 
of  the  head  is  thereby  drawn  forward  and  toward 
the  shoulder.  The  face  is  turned  left,  and  the 
chin  stands  above  the  left  side  of  the  thorax.  The 

right  side  of  the  face  and  neck  is  obviously  atro- 
phied, and  the  line  of  the  palpebral  margins  slant- 

ing from  the  left  to  the  right.  The  thorax  seems 
to  be,  and  actually  is  twisted  on  its  axis  from  left 
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[Vol.  X. to  right,  and  lifted  upward.    If  you  fix  the  thorax 
of  such  a  patient  and  attempt  to  turn  the  head  in 
the  opposite  direction,  the  contracted  muscle  be- 

comes still  more  prominent  and  the  patient  ex- 
}.>eriences  keen  pains.    And  on  the  other  hand,  if  i 
the  patient  occupies  the  recumbent  position,  and  ! 
the  head  is  suflered  to  he  placed  on  a  level  with 
the  trunk,  the  thorax  is  drawn  up  and  to  the  right,  | 
causing  considerable  and  often  so  intense  pain  as  \ 
to  disturb  the  rest  of  the  patient.   In  this  way,  we  j 
presume,  the  torsion  of  the  thorax  is  effected,  and 
in  order  to  obviate  this  aggravation,  the  head  should 
l«e  well  supported  during  sleep  so  as  to  relax  the  1 
etracted  muscle. 1 
In  viewing  the  same  patient  posteriorly  (fig.  82, 

Fiir.  S2. 

yon  can  readily  ol)9erve  that  tlie  spine  has  assumed 
a  terpentine  line,  being  latterally  convex  on  the 
left  of  the  cervical,  on  the  right  of  the  thoracic,  and 
not  seldom  again  convex  on  tlie  left  of  the  lumbar 

portion  of  the  spine,  fc'ometinies  there  is  but  a 
Singh*  lalt«'ral  curvnture,  comprising  the  two  upper 
thirdii  of  the  entire  spine,  with  corresponding 
elevation  of  the  Hcapula  and  ribs  of  the  convex 
>»lde.  TliHHe  indeed  inevitable  deviations  of  the 
wpine  and  the  thorax  disappear  with  the  wryneck, 
and  than  demonMlrale  again  the  correctness  of  our 
former  oli«<»rvalion,  viz.:  that  a  specifically  me- 

chanical disturbance  of  the  e«!ntre  of  gravity  can- 
not j'Xercifie  any  laiiting  effects  uj»on  th«;  perpen- 

dicalar  of  the  Hpine. 
The  eHsential  symptoms  of  wryneck  are  about 

the  name,  whether  occasioned  by  contraction  of  the 
Ktemo-maAtoid  or  one  or  tlie  oilier  of  the  scaleni 
iDUAclef.  From  a  comparison  of  the  relative 
power  and  lererage  of  tbofte  moscles,  it  is  obvious 

that  the  degree  of  torticollis  must  be  greater  when 
the  steruo- mastoid  muscle  is  the  seat  of  the  dif- 
ficulty. 

As  an  usual  thing,  wryneck  is  both  congenital 
and  permanent.  This  rule  is,  however,  not  with- 

out its  exception.  Inflammation  of  one  of  the 
steruo-mastoids,  or  any  other  of  the  rotatory  and 
flexor  muscles  of  the  head  will,  at  least  tempora- 

rily, give  rise  to  symptomatic  torticollis  ;  and  af- 
fections of  the  cervical  portions  of  the  spinal  cord 

is  occasionally  ushered  in  by  the  same  symptoms. 
We  mention  those  instances  merely  as  points  of 
theoretical  interest,  but  inasmuch  as  their  treat- 

ment lies  in  a  very  difi"erent  direction  from  tlie 
ordinary  form  of  wryneck  we  do  not  intend  to  oc- 

cupy your  time  at  this  juncture. 
If  both  sterno  mastoids,  or  the  scalene  muscles 

on  both  sides,  are  shortened,  the  head  is  of  course 
directly  inclined.  That  deformity  cannot  be  pro- 

perly termed  torticollis,  nor  double  wryneck,  as 
has  been  suggested.  Inclination  of  the  head  would 
seem  preferable. 

The  prognosis  of  common  torticollis  is  favorable. 
Ever  since  the  introduction  of  tenotomy,  that  de- 

formity has  been  manageable.  Nor  are  the  con- 
secutive effects  of  torticollis  formidable  obstacles 

to  perfect  restoration  of  the  normal  form  :  at  least 
we  have  found  them  so  in  our  practice.  In  ad- 

vanced cases  of  long  standing,  the  spinal  deformity 
may  possibly  have  become  so  rigid  as  to  admit  of 
no  material  amelioration,  but  such  instances  are 
exceptions  from  the  prevailing  rule. 

The  treutment  of  wryneck  is  either  mechanical  or 
operative,  or  both  conjointly. 

The  mechanical  treatment  is  admitted  only  in 
very  slight  cases  of  torticollis ;  it  requires  a  long 
time  to  accomplish  but  little,  and  is  generally  too 
inefficient  to  be  exclusively  relied  upon.  Yet  we 
have  succeeded  in  two  case.s,  and  in  a  third  that  is 
now  under  our  charge  we  hope  likewise  to  succeed. 
The  last  we  take  occasion  to  exhibit  to  you.  You 
perceive  that  the  head  of  the  little  patient  deviatee 
but  moderately,  and  that  with  some  aid  we  have 
no  difficulty  to  give  it  its  normal  position.  But 
that  liabit  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  existing  de- 

formity, can  be  readily  demonstrated  by  the  re- 
traction of  the  riglit  sterno-mastoid  muscle  being 

well  marked,  though  not  a  very  powerful  one. 
Moreover,  her  parents  assure  us  that  the  deformity 
has  been  observable  since  her  earliest  infancy. 
And  since  there  are  no  local  conditions  to  account 
for  the  trouble,  we  may  safely  assume  its  congen- 

ital origin. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  tenotomy,  when 
medianical  contrivances  had  to  be  exclusively  re- 

lied on  in  the  treatment  of  torticollis,  many  con- 
trivances were  suggested  to  meet  the  exigency. 
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The  needed  mechanical  assistance  is,  however,  so 
simple,  that  we  may  safely  dispense  with  the  old 
harness.  Thus,  for  instance,  if  you  intend  to  apply 
extension,  you  may  use  an  ordinary  bed  in  the 
place  of  the  costly  orthopaedic  one.  Stout  adhesive 
plaster  may  be  chosen  in  the  place  of  leather  belts 
and  straps,  and  india  rubber  rings  take  the  place  of 
steel  springs. 

By  a  well- fitting  body  fastened  to  the  bedstead, 
the  counter- extension  may  be  eflfected  ;  the  head 
drawn  in  the  opposite  direction  by  an  appro- 

priately cut  and  applied  strip  of  stout  adhesive 

plaster,  and  affixed  by  means  of  india  rubber  to'  a 
hook.    That  constitutes  all  your  requirements. 

But  if  you  propose  extension  whilst  the  patient 
sits  on  a  chair,  you  have  to  fasten  a  rod  of  well 
tempered  iron  to  the  back  of  the  chair,  bending 
like  a  helmet  over  the  head  of  the  patient,  to  which 
the  plaster  may  be  attached  as  to  the  bedhook. 
Or  a  similar  contrivance  may  be  joined  to  an 
ordinary  dorsal  supporter  for  posterior  curvature 
of  the  spine,  which  would  enable  the  patient  to 
indulge  in  any  posture  he  likes,  inclusive  of  loco- 

motion. We  have,  -however,  rarely  resorted  to 
those  means  even,  inasmuch  as  a  high  and  stiff 
leather  necktie,  as  Diepfenbacu  usually  preferred, 
answered  every  demand. 

In  finding  the  retraction  too  obstinate  for  exten- 
sion, tenotomy  is  next  in  order.  Practitioners  not 

well  acquainted  with  the  help  derived  from  the 
position  of  the  patient  and  efficient  assistance, 
evince  a  good  deal  of  timorousness  when  called 
upon  to  divide  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle.  Indeed, 
the  anatomical  importance  of  the  parts  located  near 
the  field  of  the  operative  proceeding,  and  the  ap- 

prehended danger  of  their  injury,  is  quite  enough 
to  give  tremor  to  the  inexperienced  hand.  But, 
gentlemen,  there  is  no  real  danger  if  you  proceed 
with  proper  caution,  and  observe  the  advice  we 
have  offered  repeatedly,  viz.:  to  raise  the  contracted 
muscle  from  its  suhj /cent  parts  by  proper  extension. 
When  you  last  witnessed  the  operation  at  our 
clinic  you  will  remember  that  we  directed  one  of 
our  assi&tants  to  fix  the  thorax  well  by  placing  liis 
liands  over  the  latter  in  such  a  manner  as  to  em- 

brace the  shoulders,  resisting  at  the  same  time  the 
pull  at  the  head  ;  whereas,  the  second  assistant 
had  to  draw  the  head  and  likewise  to  rotate  it 
against  the  action  of  the  retracted  muscle.  In 
doing  so  the  muscle  presented  itself  as  a  strong 
and  tense  cord,  which  could  be  easily  circum- 

vented by  the  finger.  Thus  you  isolate  the  muscle 
and  you  meet  with  no  obstacle  in  passing  a  straight 
and  blunt  pointed  tenotome  belnnd  its  tendon. 
You  observe,  therefore,  that  the  safety  of  the 
operation  depends  on  the  tension  of  the  miiscle, 
and  vice  versa.     And  inasmuch  as  the  sterno- 

mastoid  muscle  is  not  bound  down  by  rigid  fascial 
structure,  as  some  others,  its  division  can  be 
usually  rendered  more  safe  than  many  other 
muscles  in  close  proximity  of  vessels  and  nerves. 

There  is  no  objection  to  administering  chloro- 
form to  the  patient  preparatory  to  the  operation. 

But  it  sometimes  happens  that  anasthesis  diminish 
the  retraction  of  the  muscle  and  thus  obscures  its 
contours.  In  such  case  we  suggest  the  perform- 

ance of  the  operation  without  it,  or  we  first  try 
mechanical  means,  inasmuch  as  the  relaxation 
of  the  muscle  under  chloroform  indicates  that  it 
has  not  as  yet  entirely  lost  its  expansibility.  We 
shall  however  return  to  this  point. 

The  patient  should  be  horizontally  placed  on  a 
table,  and  the  head  brought  in  a  position  similar 
to  that  observed  in  tracheotomy.  After  the  as- 

sistants have  assumed  their  respective  positions, 
you  insert  a  pointed  tenotome  through  skin  and 
fascia  and  withdraw  it.  Next  you  introduce  the 
blunt  pointed  knife.  In  using  the  same  like  a 
probe,  you  see  that  it  passes  through  the  punc- 

tured wound.  You  feel  then  the  external  margin 
of  the  muscle,  and  pass  behind  it  sufficiently  far 
to  circumvent  the  clavicular  portion,  then  you 
turn  the  cutting  edge  toward  the  tendon  and 
divide  it  from  within  to  without.  If  the  deformity 
yields  to  redoubled  extension,  and  you  succeed  in 
placing  the  head  in  proper  position,  the  operation 
is  finished ;  if  not,  }  ou  have  to  advance  with  the 
knife  behind  the  sternal  portion  and  divide  that 
also  in  the  same  manner.  From  this  description 
of  the  proceeding  you  notice  that  we  enter  the 
structures  at  the  outside  of  the  muscle,  and  you 
have  accordingly  to  take  your  place.  In  dividing 
the  left  sterno- mastoid  muscle  you  stand  on  the 
right  and  before  the  patient  ;  for  the  other,  you 
have  to  assume  your  place  at  the  head,  unless  you 
can  use  with  the  same  dexterity  your  left  hand, 
in  which  case  the  former  position  may  be  retained. 
As  to  the  proper  place  of  division,  it  seems  imma- 

terial whether  you  sever  the  tendon  nearer  or 
more  remote  from  its  insertion.  We  chose  the  place 
where  the  tendon  vs^en  properly  tensified  is  best 
isolated,  and  hence  most  easily  accessible.  Again, 
if  you  anticipate  the  necessity  of  dividing  both  in- 

sertions it  may  be  prudent  to  choose  a  long  bladed 
tenotome  so  as  to  obviate  a  new  entrance  nearer 
to  the  sternal  end. 

The  after  treatment  is  plain,  and  comprises  the 
use  of  the  means  previously  alluded  to.  A  stitf 
necktie  is  mostly  all  that  we  employ  in  our  practice, 
and  we  have  had  fair  success  with  the  same. 

As  to  the  division  of  the  scalene  or  other  more 

deeply-seated  muscles  of  the  neck,  we  shall  have 
another  opportunity  for  discussion. 
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REMOVAL  OF  MAMMARY  SOIRRHUS. 

By  N.  F.  Ritter,  M.  D., 
of  BreinigsvUle,  Pa. 

^Irs.  W  ,  aged  45,  presented  herself  to  my 
observation,  with  a  mammary  scirrhus  of  fifteen 

years  progressive  growth.  She  has  always  been  a 

woman  possessed  of  the  most  energetic  constitu- 
tion, of  good  stature,  bones  and  nerves,  and  of 

sanguine  temperament.  To  have  seen  her  before 
the  last  stages  of  the  disease  would  have  been 
enough  for  any  observer  to  infer  that  no  disease  of 
the  kind  could  ever  find  a  repository  in  her  system. 
Her  general  health  remained  unimpaired  for  the 
first  fourteen  progressive  years  of  the  disease. 
However,  in  the  month  of  February,  1863,  she 
took  a  general  cold,  which  compelled  her  to  take 
to  bed  for  two  weeks.  The  general  health  of  the 
woman  thereby  became  impaired  ;  the  tumor  tumi- 
fied.  and  began  to  enlarge  rapidly,  extending  its 
foothold  transversely  across  the  pectoral  muscles, 
and  longitudinally,  one  direction,  toward  the 
axilla,  under  which  the  glands  began  to  enlarge  in 
like  proportion.  Suppuration  commenced  and  ef- 

fected an  opening ;  after  which,  granulation  also 
commenced  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  by  the  1st  of 
May  following,  the  tumor  was  of  about  four  inches 
in  diameter,  and  about  two  and  a  half  inches  deep. 

Fron^  the  subacute  inflammation  thus  suffered, 
and  the  contracting  of  the  tumor,  by  its  extending 
roots,  she  was  incapable  of  making  free  use  of  the 
corresponding  arm,  which  has  caused  anchylosis  to 
take  place  in  the  same  shoulder  joint,  to  such  an 
extent  that  she  was  unable  to  reach  to  the  occiput. 

On  the  1st  of  May  she  presented  herself  to  my 
observation,  with  the  above  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Judging  that  without  surgical  aid  she  could 
not  survive  long,  I  enjoined  upon  her  the  necessity 
and  advantage  of  an  operation,  which  from  lack 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  her  previous  attendants, 
had  not  l>efore  been  performed.  Although  from 
an  ocular  and  tactile  examination  of  the  diseased 
parts,  any  rational  observer  #ould  have  doubted 
the  Huccess  of  an  operation,  judging  from  the 
limited  constitutional  affection,  the  strength  of  the 
patient,  the  hopeless  condition  of  her  life  if  allowed 
to  go  on  to  the  final  stage  ;  and  above  all,  judging 
from  the  mIow  progre.ss  of  the  di.sea«e  in  the  initia- 

tive Htag*»,  over  tlie  Hyatem,  it  wa.s  reasonable  and 
encouraging  not  only  to  the  older  but  also  to  the 
younger  surgeon,  to  infer  that  she  would  not  only 
ftand  a  gfjod  chance  to  be  relieved  from  the  disease 
for  a  good  while,  if  not  entirely  cured,  but  that 
she  would  also  bear  the  operation  well — the  first 
thing  nere.H.<4ary. 

Moved  and  encouraged  by  these  motives  I  con- 

sulted Surgeon  C.  C.  Field,  of  Easton,  who  re- 
moved the  tumor,  while  I  attended  to  the  healing 

process.  He  removed  the  tumor  by  an  encircling 
incision ;  part  of  the  pectoralis  major  muscle,  and 
scraped  one  of  the  ribs  to  which  the  tumor  firmly 
adhered.  From  this  circular  incision  another  one 
was  made  along  the  inner  margin  of  the  pectoral 
muscles,  extending  into  the  axilla,  up  to  the  hu- 

merus ;  having  thereby  gained  access  to  the  axil- 
lary glands,  of  which  eight  were  removed  of  an 

extraordinary  size,  some  of  which  were  so  closely 
united  to  the  three  most  important  branches  of  the 
axillary  artery  that  it  became  discreet  to  tie  them 
before  removing  the  glands,  which  was  done.  After 
that  the  incision  was  brought  together  with  a  few 
sutures.  This  closed  the  operation,  thus  briefly 
described. 

I  dressed  the  wound  with  cold  water  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  administered  during  this  time  four 
grains  of  sulphs.  morph.  ;  after  which  it  was 
dressed  with  simple  cerate,  until  suppuration  com- 

menced, then  with  ung.  hyd.  nit.  as  long  as  sup- 
puration continued;  and  after  it  ceased,  with 

cerat.  calamine  and  bals.  Peru. 

As  soon  as  the  latter  was  applied  the  granula- 
tions become  pale  and  deteriorated,  and  suppura- 
tion recommenced :  the  ung.  hyd.  nit.  was  then 

reapplied,  and  so  alternately  continued  for  eight 
weeks,  at  which  time  the  wound  was  contracted 
and  covered  over  with  a  thin  skin. 

The  woman  is  improving  all  this  while,  and  has 
more  use  of  her  arm  than  she  had  before  the  can- 

cerous tumor  was  removed. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope, 

Faradization. 
[We  copy  the  following  article  on  Faradization  from 

the  Canada  Lancet.  We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy 
of  its  editor,  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Bowman,  who  is  also  the 
writer  of  the  article,  for  the  use  of  the  illustrations.] 

It  is  now  over  thirty  years  since  the  discovery  by 
Faraday,  tliat  wire  insulated  by  a  covering  of  silk  or 
cotton,  and  encircling  a  piece  of  iron,  becomes 
electric  at  the  moment  of  bringing  a  magnet  into 
contact  witli,  or  separating  it  from  it;  the  wire  being 
unconnected  with  either,  and  remaining  unaffected, 
hut  on  the  movement  of  the  magnet  to  or  away  from 
the  iron  within  it.  The  currents  thus  induced,  run 

in  opposite  directions,  that  is,  the  end 
of  the  wire  whidi  {jives  positive  elec- 

tricity on  the  application,  shows  neg- 
ative on  the  removal  of  the  magnet, 

and  vice  verm  with  the  other  extremity 
of  the  wire,  hence  the  name  "  to  and 
fro  "  currents.  They  become  much 
more  perceptible  when  the  iron  is 

ybent,  and  a  horse-shoe  magnet  era- ployed  to  touch  both  ends  at  the 
same  time,  as  shown  in  the  margin. 
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Like  currents  are  produced  in  the  wire  when  placed 
around  the  magnet,  and  its  poles  touched  with  soft 
iron. 

Temporary  or  electro-magnets  evolve  similar 
phenomena. 
And  voltaic  electricity  from  a  pile,  or  a  simple 

pair  of  zinc  and  copper  plates,  when  passed  through 
an  insulated  coil  of  wire,  also  generates  at  the  mo- 

ments of  making  and  breaking  contact,  the  same  to 
and  fro  currents  in  another  coil  placed  over  it,  or 
with  it  on  the  same  spool,  although  not  otherwise 
connected. 

Rheotomes. — It  therefore  follows  that  to  have  con- 
tinuous induced  currents,  the  contacts  and  with- 

drawals of  the  magnet,  or  the  interruptions  in  the 
stream  from  the  voltaic  plates,  must  be  numerous 
and  speedy  ;  contrivances  for  this  purpose  are 
styled  rhetomes  (i.  e.  cut-currents)  and  have  taxed 
the  ingenuity  of  scientific  men  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

It  will  hence  be  observed,  that  although  these 
sympathetic  currents  are  always  produced  from 
spools  of  insulated  wire,  yet  that  there  are  three 
modes  of  inducing  them,,  viz  : — the  permanent  mag- 

net— the  electro  magnet — and  the  electric  coil,  the 
two  latter  requiring  voltaic  electricity. 

Dr.  DucHE^"^^E  of  Boulogne,  who  has  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  this  subject  and  whose 
large  work,  is  without  doubt  the  most  complete  ex- 

tant, extensively  employs  these  induced  currents, 
and  in  honour  of  their  discoverer  has  denominated 
their  application  Faradization,  which  happy  appella- 

tion has  been  at  once  adopted  by  the  profession  at 
large.  When  from  a  permanent  magnet,  he  calls  it 
Magneto-Faradic  ;  and  if  induced  from  a  battery, 
Volta-Faradic. 

Faradization. — After  this  explanation  it  will  be 
seen  why  by  Faradization,  is  only  to  be  imderstood 
the  employment  of  induced  or  discontinuous  electric 
currents. 

Magneto-Electric  Machines. — In  these  the  insulated 
wire  is  put  upon  wooden  spools,  and  slipped  over 
the  ends  of  a  piece  of  bent  iron,  which  are  turned 
around  in  front  of  a  horse-shoe  magnet.  They  are 
decidedly  the  cleanest  and  prettiest  instruments  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  the  ones  most  frequently 
employed  in  this  country.  They  come  to  us  from 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  manufactured 
cheaply  in  great  numbers,  and  extensively  employed 
both  by  medical  men  and  the  community  at  large  ; 
and  all  those,  that  I  have  seen,  are  made  to  transmit 
the  undivided  to  and  fro  currents  as  generated. — 
The  electrodes  (or  handles),  being  alternately  posi- 

tive and  negative,  pass  the  electricity  backwards  and 
forwards  through  any  portion  of  the  body  placed 
between  them.  In  more  perfect  instruments,  how- 

ever, of  which  those  of  the  English  makers  are  not 
excelled  in  the  world,  control  may  be  exercised  over 
one  of  these  sets  of  currents,  and  a  positive  and 
negative  electrode  be  produced  at  pleasure,  thus 
enabling  the  operator  to  pass  the  stream  in  any 
direction  desired.  This  is  of  great  advantage,  for 
a  current  running  Vt^ith  a  nerve  is  much  less  excitable 
than  an  inverse  or  mixed  one. 

M.  Duchenne's  Magneto-Faradic  apparatv 

In  this  instrument,  invented  and  employed  by  Dr. 
DucHENNE,  the  spools  are  placed  over  the  magnets, and  contain  first,  eighty  feet  of  insulated  copper wire  1-50  inch  in  diameter,  over  which  is  wound nearly  two  thousand  feet  of  another  1-75  inch.  In 
both  of  these  wires  are  generated  the  same  to  and 
fro  currents,  which  however  vary  greatly  in  char- 

acter, those  from  the  larger  being  much  more  pow- 
erful, and  from  the  longer  and  smaller,  more  pene- trating. 

Volta-Electric  Ajjparatws. — Soft  iron  becomes  mag- netic when  surrounded  by  an  insulated  coil  of  wire 
through  which  is  passing  a  stream  of  voltaic  elec- 
tncity  ;  and  an  instrument  could  be  made  precisely like  the  one  with  the  horse-shoe  magnet,  but  with  a 
power  much  greater,  depending  as  it  would  on  the 
strength  of  the  battery  employed.  But  the  turning 
of  a  handle  is  unnecessary  with  a  battery,  as,  to  pro° duce  Faradic  currents,  we  have  merely  to  place another  coil  over  the  temporary  magnet,  the  inter- 

vening wire  being  no  hindrance  to  their  develop- 
ment. The  top  coil  must  also  be  insulated,  and  be unconnected  with  either  the  wire  beneath,  the  iron, or  the  battey. 

The  current  produced  on  breaking  contact  runs 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  battery  current,  and that  on  its  junction  in  the  opposite  way.  Faradic 
currents,  as  already  stated,  may  be  produced  by  a 
coil  of  wire,  and  pair  of  plates,  alone,  but  the  in- 

ducing power  of  an  electric  magnet  so  far  exceeds 
it,  that  the  soft  iron  helix  is  never  omitted  in  these 
instruments,  but  is  withdrawn  when  a  diminution 
of  strength  is  required.  If  a  bundle  of  annealed 
wires,  each  insulated,  be  substituted  for  the  bar  of 
iron,  forming,  as  they  would,  so  many  distinct 
magnets,  the  currents  would  be  still  farther  inten- 

sified ;  they  must  not  however  be  encircled  by  any metal  which  partially  does  away  with  this  increase 
of  power. 

The  wood  cut  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  forma- 
„  tion  of  the  coil  machines. — 

r.^-,^-^..J^'\  The  top  spool  has  its  induc- 
^    '       '~  ing  wire  arranged  to  receive the  finer,  which  is  placed 

over  it  in  the  second.  The 
rheotome  is  not  inserted. — 
The  electrodes  t.  would  give 
the  to  and  fro  currents  on 

,  separating  or  connecting  the ==~=5  ̂       wires  at  c. 

Fxtra  currents.~The  Vol- 
ta-electric  apparatus  pos- 

sesses an  advantage  over 
the  magneto-electric  instru- 

ments in  generating  an  ex- 
tra current  of  induction  in 

the  larger  wire  at  the  in- 
stant that  the  battery  is  cut 

ofi",  and  unlike  that  induced 
in  the  finer  wire,  it  runs  but  one  way,  which  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  battery  ;  it  lasts  but  for  an  instant 
and  may  be  felt  strongly  at  the  disks  en.  aud  ep.— 
It  is  an  induced  current  in  the  inducing  wire,  after 
each  stoppage  of  the  electricity  from^'the  Voltaic plates,  and  is  very  convenient  as  a  therapeutic  agent. 
And  if  the  to  and  fro  currents,  formed  in  the  "finer wire,  can  be  divided  at  pleasure,  it  gives  a  verv  per- 

fect instrument  Avith  three  sets  of  currents,  the  to 
fro,  and  single  currents,  from  the  long  fine  wire,  and 
the  extra  current  from  the  coarser.  Those  from  the 
first,  according  to  Duciienne,  being  more  penetrating 
and  having  an  especial  action  upon  cutaneous  sensi- 

bility, and  likewise  upon  the  retina  ;  and  those  of 
the  larger  wire  upon  muscular  contractihility. 

Induced  currents  differ,  as  a  therapeutic  agent, 
from  Voltaic  electricity,  in  moving  alternately  in 
opposite  directions,  and  in  being  a  quick  succession 
of  minute  shocks  ;  it  is  to  the  latter  alone  however 
that  its  superiority  is  due.  for  effects,  similar  iu 
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every  respect,  may  be  obtained  from  a  small  gal- 

vanic battery,  if  its  current  be  made  discontinuous 
by  means  of  a  rheotome. 

Induced  electricity  is  decidedly  medical  electricity, 
and,  apart  from  its  oilier  advautaijes,  is  superior  to 
all  other  forms  in  producing  powerful  muscular  con- 

tractions, Avitliout  exciting  cutaneous  sensibilitj'-, 
causing  shocks,  or  tearing  the  capillary  vessels. — 
And  its  employment  is  unaccompanied  by  risk  of 
altering  the  tissues  by  chemical  action,  an  effect 
which  is  liable  to  occur  with  continuous  Voltaic 
currents. 

Hti'troden. — By  this  terra  is  understood  the  poles 
or  handles  attached  to  the  ends  of  the  wires,  by 
which  the  application  of  the  electricity  is  made  to 
the  different  parts  of  the  body.  The  pair  most  uni- 

versally applicable  are  brass  cylinders  with  wooden 
handles,  as  shown  at  5  ;  they  are  intended  to  hold 
sponges  saturated  with  salt  water.  Duchenne's  cups 
and  sponges  as  may  be  seen,  are  much  larger  than 
those  ordinarily  employed.  Disks,  balls,  cones  of 
metal,  and  wood,  similar  to  those  used  with  fric- 
tional  electricity  may  all  prove  useful  in  Faradiza- 

tion. The  exciters  fig.  1.  are  intended  for  the 
bladder,  and  Avhen  make  a  little 
less  curved,  answer  admirably  for 
Faradizing  the  os  uteri  in  amenor- 
rhoea.  The  wires  are  run  through 
on  elastic  catheter  with  a  division 
to  keep  them  isolated.  Fig.  2.  is 
for  the  ear  ;  the  cone  should  be 
made  of  wood  or  ivory.  Fig.  3.  is 
a  wire  brush  for  stimulating  the 
skin,  and  producing  counter  irrita- 

tion. It  should  be  attached  to  the 
negative  conductor,  when  the  ap- 

paratus allows  of  divided  currents. 
A  pair  of  very  convenient  sponge 

electrodes  may  be  made  by  cutting 
a  hollow  India-rubber  ball  in  two 
and  inserting  a  sponge  into  each 
half  as  shown  in  fig.  6. 

In  applying  electricity,  it  must 
^   II         be  recollected,    that   the  stream 
^  I         passes  into  the  body  at  the  positive 

2  F     ̂        electrode,  and  out  at  the  negative 
R  one,  on  its  way  to  complete  its J  circuit. 

By  a  direct  current  is  understood 
one  that  follows  the  course  of  a 

J  I  nerve  and  consequently  of  nerve 
^^^r^^ force  ;  it  is  produced  by  placing  the positive  conductor  on  a  nerve  nearer 

to  its  origin  in  the  brain  or  si)inal  cord,  than  the 
nepratlvo  one.  Or  in  other  words,  to  cause  a  direct 
current,  the  negative  electrode  must  I)e  placed  upon 
a  nerve  nearer  to  its  point  of  distribution  than  tlie 
positive  one.  Inverse  currents,  as  tlieir  name  im- 

plies, run  in  a  contrary  way  to  nerve  force,  and  the 
electrodes  are  reversal  to  produce  them. 

I)irex;t  currents,  although  occasioning  contrac- 
tions in  the  muscles  to  which  a  nerve  is  distril»uted, 

has  the  effect  of  decreasing  for  a  time  the  excitability 
of  the  nerve  itself.  It  is  owing  to  this  important 
power,  that  it  is  so  desirable  to  be  al)le  to  employ 
them  alone  ;  for  the  reverse  currents  of  the  to  and 
fro  instruments  Btimtilate  and  counteract  this  effect. 
But  when  these  doulih;  currents  are  very  intense,  the  | 
Invcrso  ()er-ome  overjiowered  by  the  direct.  ' 
From  these  facts  it  will  be  deduced  that  feeble  1 

and  long  eontlncd  tf)  and  fro  currents  are  best  ' 
adapted  to  ronsc  vitality  and  cxcr(;is<;  a  tonic  influ- 

ence upon  weak  or  atrophied  thnum. 
The  human  body  is  not  a  ̂ ^ood  conductor  of 

electricity  when  compared  to  metals  ;  its  most  im- 
prespiable  part,  however,  is  the  epidermlH,  the  re- 

sistance of  which  when  dry  has  been  placed  by 
Lenz,  after  many  experiments,  as  high  as  36  times 
that  of  the  condnetinK  wire  alone.  The  skin  once 
pa^spd    how»r*»r,  )i«  founH  the  i*trnrfurPB  hcneHth 

not  to  exceed  five  times.  Persons  accustomed  to 
working  with  Voltaic  batteries,  are  perfectly  aware 
of  this  great. difference,  from  the  increased  facility 
and  power  with  which  the  current  enters  the  hands 
through  the  least  scratch  or  abrasion  of  the  cuticle, 
and  tiie  severe  pain  it  occasions  at  these  points. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

A  Manual  of  Instruction  for  Enlisting  and  Dis- 
charging Soldiers,  with  special  reference  to  the 

Medical  Examination  of  Recruits,  and  the  detection 
of  disqualifying  and  feigned  diseases.  By  Rob- 

erts Bartholow,  a.  M.,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Surgeon 
U.  S.  A. ;  Surgeon  in  charge  of  McDougal  General 
Hospital  etc.,  etc.  Adopted  by  the  Surgeon-General 
for  issue  to*Medical  Officers  of  the  Army.  12  mo. pp.  276.  Philadelphia  :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co. 
1863.    Price,  S1.25. 

The  object  of  publishing  this  little  wqrk  is  fully 
set  forth  in  the  elaborate  title  page  quoted  above.  It 
is  the  second  publication  of  the  kind  that  we  have 
recently  had  occasion  to  notice.  This  was  issued  at 
the  instance  of  Surgeon-General  Hammond  to  supply 
a  want  felt  by  those  who  were  called  upon  to  examine 
recruit^  and  disabled  men. 

In  preparing  the  work  Dr.  Bartholow  has  availed 
himself  of  his  own  somewhat  extended  observation 
and  experience  in  the  army,  of  the  labors  of  a  medi- 

cal commission,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  convened 
at  Washington  to  determine  the  mental  and  physical 
infirmities  which  should  exempt  under  the  Enroll- 

ment Act,  and  of  a  number  of  foreign  works  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  work  is  not  intended  for  professional  experts, 
"but  for  such  examining  surgeons,  medical  and  re- cruiting officers  as  have  not  had,  heretofore,  an 
opportunity  to  -become  informed  on  these  subjects." It  seems  to  be  well  adapted  for  this  purpose.  The 
plan  is  very  similar  to  that  of  other  works  on  the 
same  subject.  The  text  is  brief,  the  explanations 
and  descriptions  clear  and  to  the  point.  The  pub- 

lishers have  done  their  portion  of  the  work  in  a  very 
neat  and  substantial  manner. 

Hints  on  Health  in  Armies,  for  the  use  of  Volun- 
teer Officers.    By  John  Ordronaux,  M.  D.,  Pro- 

-  fessor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege, New  York.  Second  edition,  with  additions  : 

D.  VauNostrand,  192  Broadway. 
A  well  written  and  comprehensive  vade  mecwn  on 

a  most  important  subject,  treating  of  the  hygiene  of 
barracks,  of  the  march,  the  camp,  of  food,  clothing 
and  tents,  the  medical  examination  and  education  of 
recruits,  the  prevention  of  diseases  in  general,  and 
the  individual  preservation  of  health  ;  of  convenient 
size  for  the  pocket,  simple  in  style,  and  adapted  to 
the  understanding  of  every  one  who  can  read,  this 
little  work  is  a  valuable  addition  to  tlie  resources  of 
our  volunteer  armies.  It  is  calculated  to  save  thou- 

sands of  lives,  by  the  inculcation  of  the  soundest 
pi  incii)le9  of  sanitary  law,  and  we  would  be  glad  to 
leani  f)f  its  general  intrf)dnction  among  the  troops. 
A  wealthy  patriot  could  find  no  better  mode  of  testi- 

fying his  desire  to  be  of  service  to  his  country  than 
by  distritmting  it  freely  among  our  soldiers  in  every 
division.  Its  author  has  done  a  good  work,  which 
we  trust  will  be  properly  appreciated.  Nor  is  it 
adai>ted  solely  to  the  army,  its  valuable  precepts  arc 
of  universal  application  in  every  household  and  to 
pv^TV  infli  vifluMl. 



I863J EDITORIAL. 

299 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  SEPTEMBER  26,  1863. 

PREMIUMS  FOR  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 

advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 
scribers will  add  OxE  Dollar's  worth  op  books  to 

iheir  libraries  here  ! ftcr,  for  every  ne'-o  subscriber  they 
send  us  icith  the  subscription  mou'y  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 

dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 
tion for  a  year  in  advance. 

For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 

anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 
culation that  we  may  be  enabled  \o  add  corres- 

pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 
We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 

important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

SANITARY  REFORM  NEEDED. 

A  New  York  paper  of  the  8th  inst.  says — "  The 
Board  of  Health  met  yesterday  for  the  first  time  in 

three  years  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  sim- 
ply for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  City  Inspector 

to  clean  the  streets  in  order  that  he  might  have 
the  use  of  a  contingent  fund  of  $35,000  to  make 
up  a  deficiency  in  that  department. 

When  it  is  considered  that  New  York  claims  to 

be  the  third  city  in  the  world  in  point  of  numbers, 
having  a  population  of  about  a  million  souls,  and 
that  for  the  three  months  ending  with  the  31st 

ult.,  she  had  a  total  mortality  of  7,602,  averaging 
585  per  week,  and  an  infantile  mortality  (under 
two  years  of  age)  during  the  same  period,  of  3,503, 

averaging  270  per  week,  such  an  announcement 

seems  monstrous.  But  the  utter  disregard  of  the 

sanitary  interests  of  the  populace  of  that  great  and 

important  city,  on  the  part  of  her  municipal  au- 
thorities is  matter  of  notoriety.  With  almost  un- 

I  equalled  facilities  for  thorough  drainage,  and  the 

!  removal  of  filth,  garbage,  etc.,  her  system  of  drain 
age  remains  imperfect,  and  the  accumulations  in 

her  streets,  lanes  and  court-yards  are  sufficient  to 
account  for  her  high  rate  of  mortality. 

The  profession  of  New  York,  aided  by  the  heavi- 
est tax-payers  in  the  city,  have  for  years  been 

trying  to.  get  the  State  Legislature  to  pass  a  Muni- 
cipal Health  Law,  such  as  is  imperatively  needed 

by  a,  city  with  so  large  a  population  and  one  having 
such  intimate  commercial  relations  with  every 

part  of  the  country,  $s  she  has.  But  demagogue- 
ism,  corruption  and  bribery  have  hitherto  defeated 
this  laudable  effort,  and  this  great  city  of  New 
York  now  rejoices  in  the  possession  of  a  Board  of 
Health  which  meets  once  in  three  years  ! 

While  we  thus  animadvert  on  the  sanitary  dere- 
lictions of  the  municipal  authorities  of  New  York, 

we  have  not  a  word  of  apology  to  make  for  our 
own  city.  Time  was  when  Philadelphia  was  a 
model  of  cleanliness,  but  the  present  condition  of 

the  city  warns  us  that  that  day  is  past.  Our  mor- 
tality, too,  during  the  past  three  months,  though 

less  than  that  of  New  York,  has  been  terribly 

large.  The  laws  of  nature  cannot  be  violated  with 
impunity.  If  in  our  persons,  our  domiciles,  or  our 
towns  and  cities  we  are  uncleanly,  we  must  expect 

to  pay  the  penalty  in  the  forfeit  of  adult  life,  which 
is  the  capital  on  whose  interest  the  community 
lives,  or  infantile  life,  the  hope  of  the  future,  to 

"the  pestilence  which  walketh  in  darkness  and 

the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day." 
The  day  of  reckoning  may  come  upon  us  when 

we  are  the  most  confident  in  our  fancied  seciirity. 
Both  these  cities  have  had  their  epidemics  that 

have  decimated  their  populations,  and  in  the  en- 
forcement of  proper  sanitary  laws  consists  the  only 

hope  of  exemption  from  future  visitations.  Th 
good  effect  of  proper  sanitary  regulations  rigidly 
enforced  is  well  exemplified  in  the  sanitary  con- 

dition of  New  Orleans,  which  for  two  summers 
under  military  rule  has  entirely  escaped  epidemics 

of  yellow  fever,  a  result,  we  believe,  never  before 
attained  in  that  city.  The  same  rigid  enforcement 
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of  sanitary  laws  by  militarj  power  has  kept  aU  j  nothing  more  or  less  than  alcoholic  liquors  in  some 
our  large  armies  on  the  Southern  seaboard  in  a  j  form,  principallj  gin  and  whiskey.   The  immense 
remarkably  good  state  of  health  for  two  summers. 
The  application  of  martial  law  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  would  seem  to  be  the  only  hope  at 
present  of  a  thorough  and  much  needed  sanitary 
reform. 

DANGEROUS  FORMS  OF  QUACKERY. 

We  have  never  known  quackery  to  put  on  so 
bold  a  front  as  it  does  at  this  time.  As  an  evi- 

dence of  this,  we  have  but  to  refer  to  the  columns 

of  our  daily  and  weekly  newspapers,  and  to  the 
shelves  of  most  of  our  drug  stores.  The  former 
are  burdened  with  the  advertisements  of  quack 
surgeons  and  quack  doctors,  aad  the  latter  are 
groaning  with  the  weight  of  medicines  of  every 
description.  Itinerant  eye  and  ear  surgeons  (?) 
under  assumed  names,  monopolize  whole  pages  of 
our  large  city  daihes  with  elaborate  treatises  on 
diseases  of  those  tender  organs,  calculated  to  fix 

popular  attention  and  entrap  the  unwary.  The 

amount  of  pseudo-learning  that  they  profess  is 
only  equaled  by  their  brazen  impudence,  and  their 
pretensions  to  skill  by  the  irreparable  damage 

they  do  to  the  sensitive  organs  of  sight  and  hear- 
ing of  their  dupes. 

But  extensive  as  are  the  evils  connecied  with  the 

operations  of  these  traveling  oculists  and  aurists 
with  the  hard  names,  all  of  them  professing  to  be 
students  of  European  surgeons  of  eminence,  who 
in  all  probability  never  saw  or  heard  of  them,  they 

may  merely  involve  the  loss  of  the  sense  of  sight  j 
or  of  hearing.    Bad  as  that  is,  there  is  a  worse  \ I 
form  of  qaackery  prevalent  now  ;  one  which,  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  various  forms  it  takes,  and 

the  extent  to  which  the  advertising  is  carried  on  in  ' 

the  newspapers,  must  receive  a  very  heavy  patron-  j 
age  at  the  hands  of  the  public.    We  refer  to  the  | 

various  forms  of  *'  Bitters"  which  are  so  exten-  { 
gively  thruHt  down  the  throats  of  the  community, 
and  whose  virtues  are  elaljoratcly  set  forth  in  the  1 

daily  and  weekly  newspapers,  not  excepting  most  ! 
of  the  relifjiom  papers  of  the  day.  j 

If  these  were  the  mere  vile  decoctions  of  bitter  j 
herbs  that  they  profess  to  be,  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  small  consequence.  Little  harm  might  be  done. 

Bat  in  nine  cases  out  oi  ten,  these  "  Bitters  "  are 

I 
i  consumption  of  these  alcoholic  "bitters"  by  the 
commuuity  is  perfectly  astounding,  and  the  amount 

i  of  evil  that  their  use  is  laying  up  in  store  for  the 
rising  generation,  in  begetting  a  taste  for  the  in- 

ebriating cup,  is  beyond  computation.    In  the  sale 
of  these  vile  alcoholic  compounds,  almost  every 
drug  and  grocery  store  in  the  land  is  in  reality  a 
dram  shop,  without  the  formality  of  taking  out  a 

■  license  and  paying  a  tax  to  ease  their  consciences  ! 
!     This  evil  has  grown  to  such  a  magnitude  that  it 
is  high  time  that  legal  restraints  were  thrown 

I  around  the  sale  of  these  vile  "bitters."  These 
nostrum  venders  are  putting  a  poisoned  chalice  to 
the  lips  of  our  sons  and  our  daughters,  and  the 

.  crop  that  will  be  reaped  by  the  community  will  be 
!  a  harvest  of  drunkards  and  vagabonds  to  its  utter 
confusion  and  disgrace,  and  the  burdening  of  our 
almshouses  and  prisons,  and  the  consequent  in- 

crease of  our  taxes  for  their  support.  If  our  drug- 
gists and  grocers  are  going  to  be  allowed  to  sell 

gin  and  whiskey  by  the  quart,  under  the  name  of 
"Bitters,"  let  us  have  the  poor  eonsolation  of 
knowing  that  they  pay  an  extra  tax  for  the  privi- 

lege, as  tavern  keepers  do. 
Let  our  profusion  lose  no  opportunity  of  warn- 

ing the  community  against  these  villainous  com- 
pounds particularly,  as  well  as  against  all  forms 

of  quackery. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Mortality  Statistics. 

Our  readers  will  observe  a  very  great  improve- 
ment in  our  mortality  table,  by  which  we  give  at  a 

glance  the  deaths  in  several  of  the  larger  cities 
from  all  the  zymotic  diseases,  and  the  principal 
sporadic  ones,  in  a  way  that  will  enable  them  to 
see  the  comparative  mortality  in  each  city,  and 
the  proportionate  mortality  to  population.  The 
statistics  are  taken  from  the  official  records  in  the 
several  cities  and  are  wholly  reliable.  A  glance 
at  this  table  will  give  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  con- 

dition of  the  public  health  throughout  the  country. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Drs.  Ramsey 

of  New  York,  and  G.  E.  Morgan,  of  Baltimore, 
and  Mr.  N.  A.  Appolonio,  of  Boston,  Registrars  of 
Health  in  those  cities,  for  sending  us  early  official 
copies  of  their  reports. 
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The  Sui'geon-General. 
Dr.  Hammond  has  already  returned  from  his 

tour  of  inspection  to  the  hospitals  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South.  The  inspection  must  have 

been  a  hasty  one,  as  his  absence  was  very  brief. 

Surgeon  Prisoners. 

"What  has  become  of  the  non-combatant  theory 
as  applied  to  surgeons,  that  so  much  was  said 
about  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  ?  On  another 
page  will  be  found  a  long  list  of  surgeons  who  are 
prisoners  in  the  rebel  dungeons  at  Richmond. 
Why  are  they  not  released  ?  Do  we  hold  rebel 
surgeons  as  prisoners  ?    If  so,  why? 

We  had  hoped  that  our  country  had  set  the 
example  to  the  world,  of  regarding  and  treating 
surgeons  and  chaplains  as  non-combatants,  and 
immediately  releasing  them. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  September  loth,  1S63. 
Ice  in  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria,  an  affection  which  comprises  those 
known  under  the  various  names  of  tad  sore  throat, 
angina,  croup,  and  the  French  angine  coenneuse,  has 
hitherto  been  considered  one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
cure.  The  Revue  Therapeutique  now  contains  a  paper 
by  Dr.  A.  De  Grand  Boulogne,  late  French  vice 
consul  at  Havana,  in  which  he  mentions  ice  as  an 
infallible  specific.  As  this,  from  its  extreme  sim- 

plicity, would,  if  effective,  be  far  superior  to  any  yet 
tried,  I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  the  cases  men- 

tioned by  the  author,  who  had  published  this  remedy 
as  far  back  as  February,  1860,  and  consequently  com- 

plains (not  without  reason,  if  its  efficacy  is  such  as 
he  describes  it,)  of  the  inexcusable  negligence  of 
practitioners  in  not  taking  notice  of  it,  and  thereby 
allowing  many  valuable  lives  to  be  lost.  The  follow- 

ing cases  came  under  his  observation  after  that  date. 
In  March  and  April,  1861,  the  disease  in  question 
broke  out  under  an  epidemic  form,  and  chiefly  at- 

tacked adults  with  such  virulence  that  in  one  week 
three  young  women  died  in  a  single  house.  One  of 
Dr.  De  Grand's  patients  afflicted  with  blephacite 
was  seized  with  it,  and  as  he  could  not  immediately 
attend,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  case,  another 
physician  was  called  in,  who  ordered  emetics  and 

aluminous  gargles,  which  produced  no  efi"ect.  At 
length  Dr.  De  Grand  came,  and  found  the  tonsils 
greatly  swollen  and  a  false  membrane  covering  them. 
He  immediately  administered  small  pieces  of  ice,  and 
by  the  following  morning  the  tumefaction  of  the  ton- 

sils had  diminished  by  half,  and  the  false  mem- 
brane had  nearly  disappeared.  That  very  evening 

she  was  enabled  to  take  food.    Profiting  by  this  ex- 

ample, a  few  days  after  her  brother  was  seized  with 
sore  throat,  presenting  the  same  preliminary  symp- 

toms as  those  of  his  sister,  but  he,  without  waiting 
for  the  doctor,  at  once  took  ice  and  was  rid  of  his 
sore  throat  in  a  few  hours.  Some  days  later  Dr.  De 
Grand  was  summoned  to  a  young  lady  who  had  been 
laboring  under  the  disease  for  the  last  forty-eight 
hours  ;  all  remedies  had  failed,  and  the  parents,  re- 

lations and  friends  of  the  family  were  immersed  in 
the  deepest  sorrow.  When  Dr.  De  Grand  ordered 
-ice,  a  general  cry  of  astonishment  was  uttered  by  all 
present.  Ice  for  a  sore  throat ?  Impossible!  It  was 
sheer  murder !  Dr.  De  Grand  maintained  his  ground, 
and  after  much  expostulation,  during  which  pre- 

cious time  was  lost,  he  obtained  his  end.  Before 
twenty-four  hours  were  over,  the  patient  was  in  full 
convalescence.  Being  at  Vera  Cruz  on  a  mission,  he 
was  requested  to  see  a  young  man  who  was  attacked 
with  malignant  sore  throat,  and  had  been  treated 
without  effect  by  cauterizations  with  hydrochloric 
acid  and  astringent  gargles.  Here  again  he  had  to 
battle  with  the  prejudices  of  the  family,  but  was  at 
length  allowed  to  administer  ice.  The  young  man 
recovered  in  the  course  of  the  following  day.  Dr.  De 
Grand  has  now  been  using  this  remedy  for  the  last 
twelve  years  without  having  met  with  a  single  failure. 
This  is  what  he  says,  but  even  if  only  half  of  what 
he  says  were  true,  the  method  should  be  tried  by 
others.  Cold  gargles  have  been  employed  with  suc- 

cess by  Dr.  Blanc,  of  Strasburg— why  not  icel 

"Red  water"  in  Sheep  caused  by  Infusoria. 
In  a  paper  sent  in  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  M. 

Devaine  describes  certain  infusoria  which  people  the 
blood  of  sheep  attacked  with  what  in  French  is  called 
sang  de  ra^e,  the  English  name  of  which  seems  to  be 
red  water.  In  1850,  M.  Bayer  had  inoculated  a  sheep 
with  the  blood  taken  from  the  milt  of  another  which 
had  died  of  the  disease  in  question,  and  this  inocula- 

tion caused  death  on  the  third  day.  Further  inocu- 
lations showed  that  this  disorder  is  transmissible  to 

the  ox,  horse  and  other  animals,  which  it  kills  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days.  Since  then,  M.  Devaine 
has  been  engaged  in  further  researches  on  this  dis- 

ease, and  found,  by  means  of  the  microscope,  that 
the  blood  of  sheep  that  have  died  of  it  contains  a  vast 
number  of  bacteria,  a  kind  of  animalcule  shaped  like 
a  cylindrical  wand.  This  animalcule  has  never  been 
met  with  in  the  blood  of  healthy  sheep.  Tour  readers 
may  recollect  that  M.  Pasteur,  in  February,  1861, 
showed  butyric  ferment  to  be  composed  of  the  same 
kind  of  infusoria,  and  this  subsequently  led  M.  De- 

vaine to  the  conclusion  that  they  must  act  as  a  fer- 
ment upon  the  blood.  Having  therefore  obtained  some 

fresh  blood  from  a  sheep  that  had  died  of  the  disease, 
he,  on  the  21st  of  July,  inoculated  two  rabbits  and  a 
rat  with  it,  having  previously  ascertained  lhat  their 
blood  was  perfectly  pure  and  healthy.  Twenty-four 
hours  later  their  blood  still  appeared  quite  free  from 
bacteria.  Forty-three  hours  after  the  inoculation 
one  of  the  rabbits  was  in  a  dying  state,  and  its  blood, 
drawn  from  the  tongue,  contained  an  immense  num- 

ber of  bacteria,  identical  with  those  of  the  sheep 
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[Vol.  X. The  blood  of  the  second  rabbit,  examined  forty-eight 
hours  after  inoculation,  presented  no  trace  of  bac- 

teria,but  on  the  following  day,  sixty-three  hours  after 
the  inoculation,  the  animal  died  suddenly,  and  its 
blood,  examined  half  an  hour  after  death,  contained 
a  large  number  of  bacteria,  similar  in  every  respect 
to  the  preceding  ones.  Another  rabbit,  inoculated 
■with  this  blood,  died  seventeen  hours  after,  and  was 
also  found  infected.  The  rat,  Avhich  still  appeared 
to  be  in  perfect  heal.h,  was  inoculated  a  second  time 
with  the  blood  of  the  first  rabbit,  but  strange  to  say 
is  still  alive,  and  its  blood  is  in  usual  normal  state. 

A  New  Theory. 

The  question  of  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a 
vacuum  dates  from  the  earliest  ages  of  civilization. 
Descartes  endeavored  to  solve  the  difficulty  by  his 
vortices,  a  theory  according  to  v/hich  there  is  no 
empty  space,  and  the  universe  is  made  to  spin  round 
certain  centres  of  attraction,  forming  more  or  less 
complex  systems.  After  him  came  Newton,  who 
overthrew  his  system  by  the  theory  of  universal  at- 

traction, which,  of  necessity  admits  the  existence  of 
an  immense  vacuum,  which  natural  philosophers 
have  subsequently  filled  up  with  an  imaginary  fluid 
they  call  ether,  to  which  they  gratuitously,  and  with- 

out a  particle  of  evidence  in  their  favor,  attribute  the 
generation  of  light.  A  third  hypothesis  has  now 
been  started  by  M.  Hoefer,  and  not  in  all  likelihood 
witliout  some  chance  of  success.  The  earth,  and  all 
the  other  heavenly  bodies  are  each  enveloped  in  an 
atmosphere,  the  limits  of  which  have  not  yet  been 
determined.  We  live  in  our  atmosphere  as  fish  live 
in  the  sea — we  are  the  Crustacea  of  a  vast  ocean  of 
air,  which  we  know  to  be  traversed  by  currents  in 
different  directions.  This  ocean  is  denser  at  the  sur- 

face of  the  earth  than  at  the  top,  and  just  as  wc  see 
the  watery  oceans  of  our  globe  enveloped  in  another 
ocean  of  much  inferior  density,  so  nothing  prevents 
our  sui»posing  the  latter  ocean  also  to  be  enveloped 
by  another stilllightcr  one,  and  this  again  by  another, 
and  80  on,  until  all  space  is  filled  by  matter.  In  this 
manner  all  the  planets  and  satellites  Avhich  are  mere 
elementary  particles  of  our  universe,  (itself  a  mere 
nebula,  perhaps,  in  a  much  vaster  world  than  we 
have  any  idea  of,)  arc  in  communication  with  each 
other.  It  is  easy  to  sec  that  this  tlieory  bears  the 
BtrongC8t  rcHeniblance  to  tliat  of  the  vortices,  with 
this  important  diirercnct;,  tliat,  whilcDESCARTES  sup- 
poscB  the  maximum  density  to  exist  at  the  extreme 
limit  of  each  system,  M.  IIorker,  on  tlie  contrary, 
places  It  at  the  centre,  a  sujjposition  more  in  accord- 
anee  with  what  we  know  about  matter  than  the  con- 

trary GDC. 

BinKular  effect  of  Fright. 
A  vcryintcrcHting  faft  in  a  phyHioIoglcal  point  of 

view,  has  just  taken  place  ut  Kcnczew,  in  tlie  Pala- 
tinate of  Flock.  A  detachment  of  one  hundred  Cos- 

sarkB  had  just  invaded  the  village,  and  were  preparing 
U>  pillage  the  fhateau.  At  the  Hame  moment  M'me. 
WiwKiihKA,  wife  of  an  ex -colonel  of  tlio  Polish  army, 
and  molher-iD-law  of  the  proi)rietor,  M.  Wohinoki 

was  apparently  to  breathe  her  last,  and  the  family, 
with  the  death  wax-light  in  their  hands,  surrounded 
her  bed.  At  the  cry  of  the  Cossacks,  who  had  come 
to  lay  hold  of  her  son-in-law,  the  dying  woman  sat 
up,  then  got  out  of  bed,  and,  with  the  most  perfect 
presence  of  mind,  gave  such  orders  as  were  necessary 
under  the  circumstances.  The  danger  to  which  her 
children  wei-e  exposed  re-animated  her  departing 
spirit.  She  is  still  alive,  but  has  frequent  hysterical 
attacks.    So  says  the  story. 

Absorptive  power  of  the  Skin. 
Dr.  Parisot  has  addressed  two  papers  to  the  Aca- 

demy of  Sciences,  on  the  absorptive  power  of  the 
skin,  for  the  purpose,of  testing  the  efificacy  of  baths. 
The  following  substances,  viz.:  iodide  of  potassium, 
the  yellow  cyanide  and  chlorate  of  the  same,  sulphate 
of  iron,  belladonna,  fox-glove  and  I'hubarb,  he  has 
tried  upon  himself,  and  some  of  them  upon  patients 
whose  state  required  it.  The  baths  were  taken  early 
in  the  morning,  fasting,  the  temperature  of  the 
water  ranging  between  28  and  30  degrees  Centigrade 
(80-86  degrees  F.),  that  of  the  air  being  between  18 
and  27  (62-79  F.).  The  duration  of  the  immersion 
was  from  one  to  two  hours  for  Dr.  Parisot  himself, 
and  from  thirty  minutes  to  one  hour  for  his  patients. 
The  results  obtained  were,  that  salts  and  the  coloring 
matter  of  rhubarb  dissolved  in  water  are  not  absorbed 
by  the  skin,  and  that  vegetable  poisons,  such  as  fox- 

glove and  atropine,  dissolved  in  water,  are  also  not 
absorbed  by  the  skin,  because  after  a  lengthened 
stay  in  the  baths  no  symptoms  of  poisoning  are  ex- 

perienced. Dr.  Parisot's  experiments  on  w^ater, 
chloroform  and  ether  are  peculiarly  striking.  The 
body  of  an  infant  which  had  died  twelve  days  after 
birth,  was  laid  in  a  bathing  tub,  the  water  of  which 
was  incessantly  renewed  by  a  permanent  influx  and 
efflux  of  the  liquid— the  head  was  kept  above  water. 
At  the  end  of  twenty-four  h9urs,  the  body,  which 
weighed  2,050  grammes  [4  pounds  and  1|  ounces) 
before  the  immersion,  weighed  2,055  grammes.  Being 
afterwards  left  for  twenty-four  hours  in  the  labora- 

tory, and  then  weighed,  it  was  found  to  have  lost  the 
five  grammes  it  had  gained  in  the  bath.  Now  the 
epidermis  has  a  sebacious  coating  everywhere  except 
on  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  the  soles  of  the  feet — 
it  remained  therefore  to  -be  seen  whether  the  imbi- 

bition had  been  effected  throughout,  or  only  at  the 
hands  and  feet.  In  another  series  of  experiments 
the  palms  and  soles  of  certain  subjects  were  coated 
with  turpentine,  while  those  of  others  were  not — and 
the  result  was,  that  the  former  did  not  increase  in 
weiglit  by  immersion,  while  the  latter  did.  Hence 
the  palms  of  the  hands  and  tlie  soles  of  the  feet  must 
be  considered  the  only  jioints  of  the  human  body 
through  which  imbibition  can  take  place,  they  being 
deprived  of  that  sebaceous  covering  which  acts  as  a 
protecting  varnish  all  over  tlie  rest  of  the  body. 
(Chloroform,  alcohol  and  ether  dissolve  the  sebaceous 
matter  more  or  less  completely,  and  hence  the  sub- 

stances dissolved  in  them  may  penetrate  to  the  derrna. 
Dr.  Pauisot  dissolved  five  centigrammes  (one  grain) 
of  atropine  in  twenty  grammes  (five  drachms)  of 
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chl6roform ;  he  then  steeped  cotton  in  the  solution 
and  applied  it  to  the  forehead  of  a  person  ;  the  exten- 

sion of  the  pupil  became  visible  after  the  lapse  of 
three  minutes— two  minutes  later  it  was  complete 
and  equal  on  both  sides — a'ter  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
the  skin  was  found  to  be  red  and  burning.  All  these 
symptoms  disappeared  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 
Substituting  alcohol  for  chloroform,  the  action  was 
greatly  retarded,  the  dilatation  not  taking  place  until 
half  an  hour's  application,  and  the  redness  and 
heat  of  the  skin  were  hardly  perceptible.  Atropine 
dissolved  in  water  slightly  acidulated  with  acetic  acid 
produced  no  elfcct  whatever. 

DOM  I  STIC. 

MALIGITANT  TUMOR  OF  THE  RIGHT 
AXILLA. 

Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

T.  K.,  a  private,  18  years  of  age,  was  admitted  to 
University  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  La.,  the  21st  of 
July,  1863.  He  had  been  suffering  for  two  years 
past,  from  a  tumor,  situated  at  the  right  axilla, 
which  had  increased  for  the  last  three  months  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  disable  him,  on  account  of  its  posi- 

tion, from  the  performance  of  military  duties. 
At  this  period  he  was  very  anaemic  and  entirely 

unfit  for  being  operated  upon.  The  tumor  was  hang- 
ing down  like  a  well  developed  mamma,  having  at 

its  internal  extrtsmity  a  yellow  looking  nipple,  which 
soon  broke,  discharging  some  granular  matter.  His 
medical  attendant  ordered  tonics  and  stimulants,  to 
prepare  him  for  his  only  chance  of  recovery. 

Till  about  the  15th  of  August,  his  condition 
gradually  became  better  ;  from  this  date  however,  he 
suddenly  failed  ;  the  skin  covering  the  extremity  of 
the  tumor,  commenced  to  slough,  increasing  so  as 
to  soon  leave  the  entire  substance  exposed.  The  dis- 

charge was  very  offensive,  annoying  ̂ o  himself  and 
to  others.  He  became  scorbutic  and  a  burden  to 
himself ;  a  few  days  before  his  death  he  asked  to  be 
operated  upon,  his  request  however,  was  not  com- 
l)lied  with,  as  all  considered  that  tliere  was  no 
possibility  of  saving  life  ;  he  died  August  27th,  1863. 

The  autopsy  was  made.  The  tumor  proved  to  be 
situated  under  the  pectoralis  major  muscle  extend- 

ing up  to  the  clavicle,  resting  somewhat  upon  the 
senatus  maguus,  and  touching  the  intercostal 
muscles.  It  contained  the  entire  brachial  plexus 
with  exception  of  the  axillary  artery  and  vein,  and 
median  nerve. 

According  to  tlie  microscopical  examination  the 
tumor  was  of  a  malignant  character,  cells  of  various 
form  and  size  containing  granular  matter  being 
found.  There  were  no  other  traces  of  cancroid  dis- 

ease, the  lungs  and  heart  being  normal,  the  liver  was 
congested,  spleen  and  kidneys  little  enlarged,  intes- 

tines in  good  condition. 
Hermann  Bauer, 

J^cdical  Cadet,  U.  S.  A. 
New  Orleans,  September,  1863. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Promcted. 

Assistant  Surgeons  Jos.  W.  Shively,  Henry  F. 
McSherry,  John  J.  Gibson,  and  Samuel  J.  Jones, 
promoted  to  surgeons  in  the  Navy. 

Restored  to  Commission. 

The  following  officers  heretofore  dismissed  are  re- 
stored, provided  the  vacancies  have  not  been  filled 

by  the  governors  of  their  States  : — 
Assistant  Surgeon  Sherman  Morse,  Second  New 

York  Cavalry,  with  pay  from  date  of  rejoining  regi- ment. 

Resigned. 
Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton  has  resigned  his  position 

1  as  Medical  Inspector  of  the  United  States  Army. — 
I  He  has  been  laboring  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland. 
;  He  takes  up  his  residence  in  New  York  City,  and  will 
'  probably  devote  himself  to  private  practice  and  the interests  of  his  Professorship  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College. 

Dismissed. 

The  following  Surgeons  are  officially  announced 
;  as  having  been  dismissed  the  service: — Surgeon  Ed- 

ward C.  MuNDY,  12th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  absence  from 
duty  without  proper  authority. 
Surgeon  W.  F.  Fundenberg,  One-hundred-and- 

seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  drafted  militia  (dishon- 
orably), with  loss  of  all  pay  and  allowances. 

K'aval  Orders. 

!     Assistant  Surgeon  Watson  C.  Hull  detached  from 
i  the  St.  Marys  (sick)  and  waiting  orders, 
i     Assistant  Surgeon  Isaac  H.  Hazleton,  ordered  to 
the  navy  yard,  I3oston. 

Surgeon  Samuel  J.  Jones,  detached  from  the 
naval  rendezvous,  Philadelphia,  and  waiting  orders. 

Assistant  Surgeon  John  Paul  Quinn  detached 
from  the  Navy  Hospital,  New  York,  and  waiting 
orders. 

Asisstant  Surgeon  C.  J.  Cleborne  ordered  to  the 
Naval  Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

Assistant  JSurgeon  Samuel  H.  Peltz  detached 
,  from  the  Chocura  and  ordered  to  the  Patapsco. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  L.  Wheeler,  detached 
,  from  the  Patapsco  and  ordered  North. 

A  Heavy  Invoice  of  Surgeons. 
By  the  U.  S.  steam  transport  Fulton,  at  New  York 

on  the  22d  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  the  following 
Surgeons  arrived  from  the  Department  of  the  South  : 

Surgeon-General  Hammond,  Drs.  S.  Adams,  Sco- 
FIELI),     BOYNTON,     ChRISTY,     MACOMBER,  BUNBY, 

..  Gkover,  Freeman,  and  Delavan,  also,  Mrs.  Dr. 
I  March,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Cheney  of  the  rebel  army. 

'  Surgeons  in  the  Libby  Prison. 
Tlie  following  is  a  list  of  Union  Surgeons  confined 

in  Libby  Prison: — 
;     W.  y.  Houston,  122d  Ohio,  captured  June  15th. 
;     W.  F.  McCurdy,  87th  Pennsylvania,  June  15th. 

Allston  W.  Whitney,  13th  Mass.,  June  20th. 
^     W.  A.  RoDGERS,  3d  Tennessee,  June  lUth. 
1     Wm.  Spencer,  73d  Indiana,  April  SOth. 
,     J.  L.  Morgan,  10th  Massachusetts,  May  13th. 
!     C.  E.  Goldsborough,  5th  Maryland,  June  15th. 
;     H.  L.  Pierce,  5th  Maryland,  June  15th. 
i     Lewis  Applegate,  102d  New  York,  July  2d. 
1     T.  C.  Smith,  116th  Ohio,  June  15th. 
i    A.  A.  Mann,  1st  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  June  18th 
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[Vol.  X. R.  P.  McCandless,  Ohio,  June  I5th. 
A.  S.  Looker,  5th  Illinois  Cavalr- ,  May  20th. 
C.  T.  Simpers,  6th  Indiana,  June  15th. 
F.  M.  Patten.  12th  Virginia,  June  15th. 
O.  Nei.eis.  ~d  Viririuia  Cavalry,  July  19th. 
W.  B.  Myers,  United  States  Navy,  steamship 

Gon-gia,  May  14th.  ! 
W.  F.  Bowler,  13th  Penn'a  Cavalry,  June  15th. 
J.  L.  Brown,  116th  Pennsylvania,  June  15th. 

 Ketciium,  88d  New  York,  June  20th. 
D.  B.  Wren,  75th  Ohio,  June  20th. 

METEOROLOaY. 

News  and  Miscellan 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
The  following  additional  appointments  have  been 

made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  : 
Maine — Dr.  E.  Russell,  Farmington. 
Illinois— Drs.  Fr.vncis  Ronald,  Granville;  L.  M. 

Ely,  Mt.  Carroll. 
Michigan — Dr.  Ira  H.  Bartholoman,  Lansing. 
Iowa— Dr.  John  E.  Ennis,  Lyons. 
Colorado  Territory — Dr.  D.  W.  King,  Empire. 
The  list  of  Pension  Surgeons  just  published  shows 

the  entire  number  appointed  previous  to  Aug.  18, 
1S63,  to  be  as  follows  : 

Maine,  25  ;  New  Hampshire,  22 ;  Vermont,  22  ; 
Massachusetts,  32  ;  Rhode  Island,  2  ;  Connecticut, 
10  ;  New  York,  89  ;  New  Jersey,  14  ;  Delaware,  2  ; 
Pennsylvania,  65  ;  Maryland,  4  ;  West  Virginia,  4; 
Kentucky,  4  ;  Ohio,  69  ;  Indiana,  50  ;  Illinois,  54  ; 
Michigan,  21  ;  Wisconsin,  31 ;  Iowa, 22;  Minnesota, 
6  ;  Missouri,  7  ;  Kansas,  8  ;  Colorado  Territory,  1 ; 
Nebraska  Territory,  4  ;  District  of  Columbia,  1— 
total,  569. 

About  thirty  have  been  appointed  since  the  list 
was  published,  which  will  make  the  entire  number 
near  600. 

Administration  of  Quinine. 
The  bitter  taste  of  quinine  is  easily  concealed  by 

putting  the  powder  to  be  exhibited  on  a  portion  of 
the  white  of  an  egg  and  covering  it  with  another 
portion.  In  this  manner  children,  or  the  most 
"splef-ny"  adults  will  swallow  it  readily. — Chicago Medical  Jouryial. 

Poisonous  Ballet  Dresses. 
It  is  stated  that  the  first  representation  of  a  new 

piece  has  just  been  given  at  Hamburg,  in  which  the 
female  dancers  appeared  in  green  costumes  to  repre- 

sent water-nymphs.  The  stuff  of  wliich  these 
costumes  were  made  contained  such  a  quantity  of 
arsenic  that  tlie  needlewomen  who  made  the  dresses 
fell  ill,  and  the  dancers  were  attacked  with  violent 
symptoms  of  poisoning  whilst  on  the  stage.— iance^. 

Cholera. 
Acconnts  from  China  state  that  cholera  was  raging 

fearfully  in  Shanghai  in  July. 

MARRIED. 

Jacobt— Wkjctz. — f)ri  Tiienflajr,  Kcptf^mbnr  l.^th,  by  tbo  Rev. 
D  C.  Millett.  Dr.  IJ'-nJn inln  K  Jsuol.y.  of  Alleutown,  Pji.,  and 
MiHK  EIIbq  Went/,  of  WhiU!riiar>»li,  Muntj^orntiry  County. 
50RTH— BircK.— In  New  York,  on  Thrir^.lay.  S('pt  24th,  by 

H4;v.  (,*^<>r^*i>  L.  PrentU«,  I).  I).,  Alfrod  North,  M.  I),  of  Wat^r- 
hnry,  Conn.,  and  Amelia  H.  Buck,  dau^hltjr  of  Gardon  Buck, U  D  .  of  New  York. 
rnKRT— BcuH.— At  the  renldonce  of  iho  bride's  fath«rr,  on 

W.-  Ine-'lay  fv^nlnK,  Hflpf«-mV>«;r  lUh,  by  Uov  .1.  M.  Perry,  Mr. 
f)  Perry,  of  Lower  Proridoac«,  MoniKornery  Connty,  and 

'  arrio  H  ,  daughter  of  Dt.  A.  Baiib,  of  Ka«t  Coventry,  CheHter C'^nnty,  Pa. 
V»'it.iji—\v.A7.r.Y.—(}a  Thnr«day,  17th  Inut  ,  by  Rpv.  Mr. Shield,  8.  B.  WilN,  M.  I).,  and  Mixii  Mary  p:rnina,  youn)?OMt 

daatfbter  of  the  lat«  Governor  Thoraan  B.  Veazcy,  all  of 
G«dl  Cooaty,  Md. 
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VITAL 
STATISTICS. 
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PEINCIPLES  AND  PEAOTICE  OF  OBSTETRICS. 

Inc5uding  the  Signs,  Diagnosis,  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  and  Parturition,  together  with  the 
management  of  the  Lying-in  Woman  and  her  Infant. 

By  gunning  S.  BEDFORD,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics  in  the  University 
of  New  York,  author  of  "Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  Illus- 

trated by  four  Colored  Lithographic  Plates  and  ninety-nine  Wood  Engravings.  One 
superb  8vo.  volume  of  over  770  pages.    Price  $4.50  by  mail,  free  of 

postage.    Third  Edition  carefully  revfsed  and  enlarged. 
,  WILLIAM  WOOD,  61  WALKER  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

The  extraordinary  sale  of  this  work,  in  these  troublous  times,  is  far  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  the  Publisher,  having  passed  to  a  Third  Edition  in  the  brief  period  of  thirteen  months  from 
the  day  of  publication.  As  an  evidence  of  its  high  appreciation;  it  may  be  mentioned  that  it  has 

already  been  adopted  as  the  Text-Book  on  obstetrics  in  twelve  of  our  Medical  Colleges.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  will  indicate  its  enthusiastic  reception  by  the  Medical  Press,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
From  the  New  York  American  Medical  Times. 

No  treatise  on  obst-  tries  hns  ever  received  such  hi^h  and  universal 
commendation  by  the  Medical  Press  of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  In 
matter  and  arrang(\ment  in  philosophic  views,  in  elegaoce  as  well  as  elo- 

quence of  expression,  there  is  no  work  in  the  EngliS'h  language  on  the 
same  subject  which,  in  our  judgment,  can  compare  with  it.  Dr.  Bedford's former  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  which  received 
the  high  honor  of  a  translation  into  the  French  and  German  languages, 
had  already  placed  him  among  the  most  s^uccossful  authors  in  this  depart- ment. 

From  the' Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. Dr.  Bedford  has  explored  the  whole  of  his  ground  in  a  thorough  lumi- 
nous and  systematic  manner.  It  is  a  national  work, and  should  therefore, 

become  the  text  book  in  the  medical  colleges  of  the  United  St  ites.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  b  ok  of  unsurpassed  ability.  The  friends  of  Dr.  Bedford's  volume are  not  only  of  his  own  household,  but  foreign  nations  have  adopted  the 
products  of  his  mind.  No  one  who  reads  this  book  can  be  surprised  at 
the  large  praise  extended  to  it  by  some  of  the  very  best  foreign  reviews 
and  journals. 

From  the  New  York  American  Medical  Monthly. 
We  have  read  this  book  from  the  first  page  to  the  last,  and,  truly,  it  is  an 

honor  to  our  country.  The  work,  the  more  we  stud^  it,  leads  us  the  more 
to  appreciate  the  amount  of  research  and  labor  expended  Uf^on  its  produc- 

tion. .We  may  proudly  compare  it  with  any  similar  foreign  publication. 
The  greatest  fault  we,  can  find  with  ihc  volume  i.s,  not  that  uny  portion  of 
it  is  bad,  but  that  some  parts  are  so  superlatively  exct  llent  that  even  the 
brilliancy  of  others  is  obscured.  Ilereatter,  whether  as  student  or  piacti 
tioner,  the  obstetrician  will  need  no  o'her  book,  as  iustructor,  guide,  or 
authority,  than  Bedfoi  d's    Principles  ar,d  Practice." 
From  the  Fhiladct.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
We  have  read  no  work  on  this  su' ject  for  many  years  with  so  much 

unalloyed  pleasure  and  profit.  The  style  is  plain,  fie^h — welling  up  from 
an  exuberant  fountiiiu — compact.  The  whole  book  exhibits  tt)c  careful 
preparation  of  the  successful  Teacher.  The  plan  and  arraogement  of  the 
Avork  are  at  once  comprebenpive,  systematic,  complete— and  fully  posted 
to  the  existing  state  of  ttie  .--cience." 

From  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal. 
The  work  is  so  good  and  so  far  excels  the  generality  of  text  books  on 

obstetrics,  that  we  wish  our  readers  to  be  impiessed  with  a  sense  of  its 
soundness,  readableiiess  and  worth.  We  can,  therefore,  jiive  Dr.  Bedfoid's volume  no  higher  |  r.dse  than  to  say  it  is  remarkable  among  its  colempo- 
rarie.'!,  for  soundness  in  scientific  views,  readableuess  as  a  lueiary  compo- 

sition, and  worthy  as  a  guide  of  practice. 
From  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 

Tt  was  with  considerable  interest  tl.at  we  opened  the  imposing  volume, 
which  Dr.  Bedford  has  given  to  the  world.  It  has  caused  its  author  many 
an  hour  of  thought  and  toil,  which  would  o(herwi^e,  perhaps,  have  con.'-f  i- 
tuted  the  leisure  of  a  busy  life.  We  have  read  the  work  with  great 
pleasure,  and,  as  a  practical  guide,  it  is  un-iurpaseed. 

From  the  British  American  Journal,  Morttreal. 
We  congratulate  Dr.  Bedf  )rd  on  the  success  he  has  achieved.    It  is 

more  than  a  success — it  is  a  triumph.    His  book  comes  seaswiiably  in,  and 
supplies  a  want,  as  regards  minuteness  of  practical  detail,  in  which  other 
works  on  this  subject  were  deficient,  exceUing  possibly,  but  certainly 

'  rivaling  the  great  Treatise  of  Kamsbotham. 
From  the  Canada  Lancet,  Montreal. 

We  do  not  wonder  at  Bedford's  ^'■Principles  and  ]\actice  of  Obstetrics^' being  adopted  by  so  many  colleges  as  a  Text  Book  ;  it  woul  I  rather  have 
surprised  us  had  they  not  done  so.  We  congratulate  the  author  on  bis 
well-merited  success. 

From  the  London  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Ghir.  Revieiv. 
This  book  is  a  complete,  systematic  and  practical  treati-e  upon  obstet- 

rics, brought  up  to  the  existing  state  of  science,  and  embracing  the  auat- 
omy.  physiology,  and  signs  and  diseases  of  pregnancy,  parturition,  and 
childbed.  All  these  subject^,  with  the  physiological  disquisitions  arisiuj; 
out  of  some  of  them,  are  discussed.  Assuredly,  so  comprehen.-ive  a  course 
was  never,  perhaps,  before  given.  The  volume  is  evident  y  the  result  of 
great  labor  and  research,  and  contains  a  vast  deal  i>f  information,  and 
that  of  a  recent  kind,  upon  all  suigects  connected  directly  or  indirectly 
with  ob.-tetric  medicine. 

From  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 
The  author  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  having  produced  a 

national  work  of  such  unequivocal  value.  It  is  systematic  without  being 
cramped  or  rigid  ;  it  is  comprehensive  without  being  tedious  ;  it  is  learneil 
>ind  exact  without  being  pedantic  and  finical.  We  pred ct  that  the  va^jt 
labor,  extensive  research,  enthusiasm  and  ability,  which  Dr.  Bedford  has 
lavished  on  this  book  will  give  it  the  very  first  place  in  the  estimation  of 
the  profession. From  the  CincinnaM  Lancet  and  Observer. 

This  treatise  should  be  1n  the  hands  of  every  physician  and  student  in 
the  land.  It  h;is  no  superior,  and  fjw,  if  any  equals,  in  any  country. 
Progress  is  pliinly  written  on  every  page.  The  author  has  presente  i  us 
an  originality,  which  is  quite  refreshing  in  these  day.s  of  HunKeyism  and 
imitation. 

From  the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner. 
Dr.  Bedford  has  presented  the  profession  with  a  very  superior  work,  and 

we  are  deeeived  if  we  be  not  universally  sustained  iu  this  opidion.  It 
will  be  to  the  American  practitioner  an  interesting  as  well  as  a  profitable 
companion.    As  an  American  work  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  most  cordially recommend  ii  as  the  Text  Book  on  Obstetrics. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Medical  and  Surgical  News. 
Dr.  Bedfo'  d's  book  has  had  an  unparalleled  success  wli.ch  speaks  Tolntne.« for  the  intelligence  of  the  profession,  as  the  author,  we  think,  has  given 

us  a  work  of  more  intrinsic  value  than  any  other  on  ihe  same  subjert 
now  in  existence.  Any  interruption  while  reading  it  is  an  annoyance, 
and  we  return  to  the  mental  feast  as  the  hungry  child  to  its  i  ter  epted 
meal.  The  phy.sician  who  does  not  procure  a  copy  of  this  aduiirabb-  Kk.U. 
and  read  it,  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  a  treat,  but  should  be  considered 
behind  the  times. 
From  (he  Phila.  North  Amer.  Medico-Chir.  Review. 
Tiie  skilful  obstetricia-i  wields  a  ready  pen  on  every  pHge.  The  book  i.s 

a  conipb  te  treaii-e  on  the  sni  ject  it  discusses,  and  is  very  full  iu  m.ttterv 
which  arc  but  lightly  dwelt  upon  in  works  on  obstetrics. 

From  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
A  book  of  un-^urp.is<eil  excellence;  we  know  of  no  treitise  in  which  ihe 

vast  subject  of  scienliGc  jind  practical  obstetrics  has  been  so  lh'»roU(jly 
discussed.    It  is  the  be.-t  work  on  obstetrics  in  the  English  language. 

From  the  Be7'kshirc  3Jvdical  Jounicd. 
This  book  comes  from  a  high  source.  Dr.  Bedf<-ri  stands  before  fh<> 

profession  with  authority  in  his  department.  His  work  di.-plays. ns  would 
be  expected  from  such  a  source,  a  th.irouuh  acquaintance  with  llie  litera- 

ture i  f  the  subject,  past  and  present,  down  tt^  the  very  late.*!  expedienus, 
and  the  extensive  practical  kuowled^je  of  a  popular  obstetriann. 
From  the  N.  Y.  North  Amer.  Journal  of  Homa  opathi/. 

This  book  deals  with  accumulated  facts,  and  prof.iun  l  genemIizHtion<>, 
in  which  none  but  the  clearest  intellect  luid  the  ̂ lo^t  criticnl  observer 
ci»n  be  perfectly  at  h  >ine  in  lullnes.<»  of  detail,  lucidity  of  arrangement, 
and  philosophical  analysis,  Dr.  Bedford's  volume  will  long  st«i,d  as  a mi'del  work,  and  will  become  the  favorite  text-book  iu  the  8chool^,  ae  ̂ ell 
as  the  most  valuid  guide  of  th  •  prac'.iti'  ncr. 
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WlLLIAM  GlBSOX,  M.  D.. 
Enieritns  Profet^sor  of  Surgery. 

«EOROK  B.  Woop,  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Samuel  Jacksox.  M  D., 
Eiueritup  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicines. 

'  HuoH  L.  HoiKJE.  M..D., Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  tlie  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Joseph  Carso.v,  M.  D.,  Children  ] 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  aud  Pharmacy. 
1,   KOBKRT  E.  ROOERS.  M.  D., Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Joseph  Leidt,  M.  D  , 
Profe.ssor  of  Ana  torn  v. 

Hr?»ry  H.  Smith,  M.  D  ,  ' Professor  of  Surgery. 
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I  F.  GiTBNKY  Smith,  .M.  D.,' Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
R  A.  F.  Penrose.  M.  D., 

Profes.-<or  of  Obstetrics  aud  the  Diseases  of  "Women  and  Children. J.)as  H  Packard,  M.  D., 
1  emonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  I^ectures  of  the  Session  will  begin  on  the  second  Monday  of  Octo- ber and  clase  on  the  flr^-t  of  March. 
One  Introductory  ■will  be  delivered  to  the  Course. Clinical  lustruction  is  given  throughout  the  Session,  in  the  Jledical 

Hail,  by  the  Professors,  and  at  the  Hospitals.  At  the  Philadelphia 
Hk>npital,  contaiaiug  o71  b^ds,  instruction  is  free. 

Military  Surgery  and  Hygiene  will  be  fully  taught  by  the  appropriate efaairs. 
The  Di.ssecting  Rooms,  under  the  superinfeudencp  of  the  Professor  of 

Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator,  are  open  from  tlie  middle  of  September. 
The  Room  for  Operative  Surgery  and  the  Application  of  Bandages, 

Ac,  is  open  early  in  September  and  throughout  the  Session,  under  the 
Aupervi.-,ion  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Snrgical  Bemous.ra.ors, 
F-^t — For  the  Lectures  (each  Professor  $15),  $10,5  ;  Matriculation  Fee 

^•ttid  once  onlv),      \  Graduation  Fee,  $3'). 
R.  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  3Iedical  Faculty, 

University  Building. 
SAMtTKL  Price,  Janitor, 

University  Building. 
P        Board  may  be  had  at  from  $2. .TO  to  $G  per  week.  Im — 3.5j 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 
The  Course  of  Lectures  for  186.3-64  commence  on  THURSDAY, bLITEMBER  )7th,  and  continue  seventeen  weeks. 

J '.XATHA.v  K.SKiHT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  surgery. 
Worth i.NOTo.v  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of M/'lirinP. 
Bb!»jami.'»  Fillimax,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- mmrj. 
Pi.i.fT  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  Profe.ssor  of  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Juri.s- 

pradeace. 
Charles  A.  Li5Dsr.KT,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 

I,R0!»AR1>  J.  Fasforp,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
M^iriculation,  f .5 ;  Lecture  Fees,  $0.'>..3O;  Demonstrators'  Ticket,  |y ; 
Jnation  Fee,  $!.'>. CHARLES  A.  LTND?LEY,  M.  D., 

V%w  HAVK5,  July  22d,  1S63.  Jj.mii  of  Ulc  Faculty. 

NERVOUS   DEAFNESS.    Its   Nature,  Causes,  and 
Treatment.  Tran^la  ed  from  the  French  of  "  Durnenue,  '  with  addi- 

tioo*     By  LArKR^t  B  TrR.tBCi.r,  M.  I>..  of  Philad«'li.hia,  Aural  .'^urg.^on 
to  Howir  J  Ho-pital,  Ac,  Ac.    Que  Volume,  12mo.,  i>p.  )!.'>,  lUuslraied '.h  WochI  Engravlnga. CONTESTS. 

jr*lo!og[!rnl  hHU.n  of  the  Proronx  of  Localized  Faradization  applied  to the  1  r  .VfurvouH  I><'afne»<H. 
F»ctA  !>'•  I  .0  Th»;raiM'utk  Value  of  "  Dachenne's  Method." 
Fara-litii  'or  Muitclen  of  the  Small  liomm  aud  of  the  Chorda 

Tympaii;. 
Th«  Appllcaiion  of  JxK!aliz«d  Faradization  to  Hyctcric  DeafnoR«,  Deaf- 

n--«  fr -rn  xh".  n^t^  of  Halphale  of  Quinln*'  DeafneHH  con-ecutlve  fo 
"I  Krupll^  F«'VfrN,  r«»ti«ting  all  pre viouB  treatment  and 
'  ̂ 'Mity  ji»ar"  iJ<iral)on. 

I.  r  iriibul!.  M.  !).,  Definition  of  Norvons  D'-afnosn, 
I  •  'I'T'  "f  the  I)i-.a««»,  PhyHlolo>.'y,  Pathology,  Symp- •»:.!-  r'^)<noiii<i,  and  Treatment. 

F  *r  the  Kkpohtkr,  N.  E.  Cor.  Sevnth  and  Sansom 
•  -n»ti,  M  l  by  L  r  l-.ty  k  Blnki-lon,  No.  Tt  Sonlh  Sixth  tttrcet. PKICK  TMIKTY-EKIHT  CENT.S. 

r),*«  b  .ok  will  be  Bent  lo  any  addrcHU,  postage  paid,  on  receipt  of aufc' 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUB- GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1S63— 64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  PKIRCE,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  TheraT>eatic9. 
W.  S.  FOUBES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Aaatomy  and  Physiology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 
Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Iforember 
and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 

During  October  the  Laboratory  Avill  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 
delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  ii 

The  most  ample  facilities  are  furuished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac-  j tical  instruction  j 
Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demenstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.    Matri-  ' culation  Fee,  $o.    Diploma  Fee,  $3  ).  ^ 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Deatt, 
S19-em.  501  N.  Seventti  St.,  Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — FIRST ANNUAL  SESSION,  1S63-64. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  KiNGSBtJRT,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry. 
Thos.  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Stetal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuiLi.EN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flagg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
Henry  Morton,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstr^;tor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
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collections  of  Auatomical,  Pathological  and  Mineralogical  specimens, 
and  the  Philosophical  aud  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  Of  the 
various  Chairs,  aud  every  opportuuity  will  be  afforded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Laboratory  for  obtaiuiug  a  ̂ jraciicai  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentistry. 
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cludiiig  the  Demonstrators',  $  00;  Diploma,  ̂ 30. For  further  particulars,  address 

J.  H.  :\IrQUILLEN,  Dean, 
347-6m  1112  Arch  Stred,  Philadelphia. 

QURGICAL  &  ORTHOP^DICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
O  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS,  etc.  — D.  W.  KOLBE,  3i  aud  34  South  Ninth 
Street,  next  door  to  the  University  of  Penn'a,  Philadelphia,  manufac- tures to  order  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of 
SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  only  of'lhe  best  quality  and  most  approved pattern.  Attention  is  called  to  his  0 KTHOPyEDlCAL  INSTRU.MENTS. 
.Many  years  of  indefatigable  labor  and  extensive  experience  has  earned 
him  the  patronage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  ia 
general.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  thai  no  establishment  in  this 
country  or  abroad  has  attained  to  such  perfection  in  this  important  de- partment. His  ARTIFICIAL  LIxMBS  are  made  in  strict  accordance 
with  anatomical  facts,  and  their  constrnctiou  is  entirely  different, 
lighter,  and  yet  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- tion, address  the  manufacturer.  Army  and  Navy  Officerb,  Hospital.s, 
and  the  trade  in  general,  supplied  on  reasonable  terms.  Orders  by  mail 
promjdly  filled. 
Rkfehknces:— All  the  eminent  Bttrgeons  of  this  city.  337 
SAMUEL  S.  WHITE  (Successor  to  Jones  &  White), 

miinufacturfr  of  PORCELAIN  TEETH  and  DENTISTS'  MATERI- 
.'SLS,  (jobl^aiid  Tin  Foils,  Dental  Instruments,  Gold  aud  Silver  Plat«, 
Oi)frating  Chairs,  Corundum  Wheels,  Lathes,  Furnaces,  Rolling-Mills, 
niow-Pipfs,  and  all  other  articles  uwd  by  the  Profossiou.  SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS,  of  the  best  quality,  in  cases  or  single,  as  mav  be  de- 

sired, supplied  to  order,  consisting  of  Lithotomy,  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning Obstetrical,  and  Dissecting  Instruments.  Catalogues  sent  on  ap- plication.   Also,  publislier  of  the 

DENTAL  COSMOS  :  A  Monthly  Record  of  Dental Scionce.  D(;voled  to  the  interests  of  the  Profession.  Edited  bv  .J. 
I).  WiitTK,  M.D.,  I)  D.S.,  .T.  II.  McQcjiLLEN,  D.D.S,  Geo.  J.  Zieglkk, 
,VI.I).  Terms  per  annum,  in  advance,  $2.50.  Specimen  numbers  sent 
on  application. 

DKi'oTri — .528  Arch  ntreet,  Pliiladelphia ;  G.'iS  Broadway,  New  York  ; 
16  Tremout  Row,  Boston;  102  Randolph  Btreet,  Chicago.  34-') 
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DEFECTIVE  AND  IMPAI|IED  VISIOIsT, 

"With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Howard  Hospital,  &c. 

My  attention  has  recently  been  directed  to  the 
subject  of  defective  and  impaired  vision,  having 
been  appointed  examining  surgeon  by  the  Gov- 

ernor to  examine  men  who  were  drafted  and 
who  desired  exemption.  The  proportion  of  cases 
of  short  sight,  or  myopia,  was  fifty  in  the  thou- 

sand, while  the  cases  of  weak  sight  or  Amblyopia, 
cataract,  amaurosis,  astigmatismus,  granular  dis- 

ease, &c.,  was  only  twenty-five  in  one  thousand 
cases.  I  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  as  the  fifty  cases  of  myopia  had  been  so  since 
boyhood  or  girlhood,  and  in  a  few  of  the  instances 
only  was  the  defect  hereditary,  there  was  a  neglect 
on  the  part  of  parent  or  guardian  in  not  prevent- 

ing so  bad  a  habit.  There  is  also  a  good  deal  of 
the  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  family  physician, 
who,  when  his  attention  is  called  to  the  weak  eyes 
of  the  near-sighted  child,  neglects  to  place  it  on  a 
proper  course  of  treatment  so  as  to  improve  the 
general  health  and  eyes  at  the  same  time. 

I  therefore  thought  some  practical  observations 
upon  this  and  kindred  subject,  in  a  series  of 
articles,  would  be  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the 
profession  whose  attention  is  perhaps  only  called 
to  a  case  once  in  six  months  or  a  year,  and  who  has 
not  the  opportunities  which  our  city  physicians 
have  of  calling  in  consultation  one  of  their  brethren 
who  devotes  much  of  his  time  and  talents  to  this 
one  subject,  and  who  is  posted  on  all  the  improve- 

ments which  the  last  ten  years  has  produced. 

The  Ophthalmoscope. 
And  first  of  the  ophthalmoscope  or  speculum 

oculi,  for  without  the  use  of  this  important  aid  in 
diagnosis  we  will  often  make  most  serious  mis- 

takes. Its*  employment  requires  a  little  more  in- 
genuity and  about  the  same  amount  of  time  And 

attention  which  is  necessary  to  become  expert  with 

the  stethoscope ;  and  certainly  no  right-minded 
and  conscientious  physician  should  be  satisfied  in 
deciding  upon  the  existence  of  amaurosis  in  any 
case  without  a  prior  examination  with  the  ophthal- 

moscope. With  just  as  much  certainty  could  we 
consider  a  patient  to  be  laboring  under  phthisis, 
without  a  physical  examination,  because  he  has 
purulent  expectoration  and  fever.  It  will  also  be 
found  that  there  are  numerous  cases  of  defective 
and  diseased  eyes,  which  formerly  would  have 
been  pronounced  hopeless,  but  which  upon  a  care- 

ful examination  by  this  admirable  invention  of 
Helmholtz's,  are  ascertained  to  be  curable,  and  the 
reverse  will  equally  hold  good,  thus  preventing  a 
long  and  tedious  course  of  treatment,  often  to  the 

detriment  of  the  patient's  general  health  and  our 
own  discomfiture.  Those  who  use  the  ophthalm- 

oscope claim  for  it  that  it  enables  them  to  decide 
promptly  and  almost  with  certainty  as  to  the  seat 
of  the  disease  and  its  nature,  if  situated  in  the 
crystalline  lens,  its  capsule,  the  vitreous  humor, 
the  retina,  choroid,  and  even  the  entrance  of  the 

optic  nerve. 
But  as  is  usually  the  case  with  every  innovation 

upon  old  ideas,  there  is  always  found  a  certain 
nuukber  who  stand  opposed  to  its  employment, 
and,  as  would  naturally  be  anticipated,  it  comes 
from  the  same  class  of  men  who  opposed  the  in- 

troduction of  vaccination,  anesthesia,  and  other 
equally  valuable  adjuncts  to  our  profession,  and 
who  are  equally  well  represented  outside  of  our 
profession  by  the  opponents  to  the  introduction  of 
steam,  gas,  the  electric  telegraph,  &c.  Being  un- 

willing to  learn  its  use  by  the  sacrifice  of  time  and 
labor,  they  endeavor  to  produce  its  condemnation 
by  a  variety  of  objections,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  charge  that  it  has  injured  the  eye 
by  the  bright  light  which  has  to  be  employed  in 
the  examination,  or  that  danger  may  result  from 
the  use  of  the  solution  of  atropia.  These,  I  am 
confident,  have  but  slight  existence,  as  in  the  nu- 

merous examinations  which  I  have  made  with  the 
valuable  instrument  both  in  hospital  and  private 
practice,  since  May,  1853,  it  has  rarely  been  my 
lot  to  hear  a  complaint  from  my  patients,  or  to  see 
any  injurious  consequences  result  from  its  use. 
When  in  London,  in  1859,  on  a  visit  to  the  Royal 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moorfield,  I  made  the  inquiry 
of  Dr.  Dixon,  one  of  the  surgeons,  if  he  had  evel 
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ophthalmoscope,  when  he  stated  that  only  in  one 
case  in  thousands  had  he  remarked  any  detrimental 
results,  and  in  this  case  was  a  lady  who  sub- 

sequently died  of  apoplexy.  He  noticed  that  after 
such  examination  there  was  an  increased  effusion 
of  blood  upon  the  retina.  This  single  instance  of 
injury  would  be  but  a  poor  excuse  for  our  rejection 
of  so  valuable  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  which,  accord- 

ing to  H.  Haynes  Walton,  has  revolutionized 
ophthalmic  nosolo^,  and  rendered  obsolete  nearly 
everything  that  has  been  written  or  taught  on  the 
deep-seated  diseases  of  the  eye.* 

Diagnosis  is  the  all-important  secret  of  the  phy- 
sician, without  which  our  therapeutics  are  but  an 

agency  of  evil,  destroying  what  we  wish  to  cure, 
and  from  this  consideration  alone  every  physician 
and  surgeon  should  gladly  avail  himself  of  all  the 
auxiliaries  within  his  reach. 

In  1846,  Gumming  t,  of  London,  first  determined 
that  by  a  certain  arrangement  of  a  gas  light  and  a 
lens  the  fundus  of  the  human  eye  could  be  seen. 
He  did  not  see  the  optic  nerve  nor  the  retinal 
vessels.  '  *  His  simple  process  of  examination  was 
this  :  Let  the  person  under  examination  Cwith  the 
dilated  pupil)  sit  or  stand  eight  or  ten  feet  from  a 
gas  light  looking  a  little  to  the  side  ;  standing  near 
the  gas  light  we  have  only  to  approach  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  direct  line  between  it  and  the  eye 
to  be  viewed,  at  once  to  see  the  reflection.  Or  in 
a  dark  room,  a  candle  being  placed  four  or  five  feet 
from  the  eye,  if  we  approach  the  direct  line  be- 

tween them  we  shall  be  able  at  once  to  see  it  in 
many  cases.  If  solar  light  be  admitted  through  a 
newly  closed  shutter  into  a  dark  room  the  lumin- 

osity may  be  seen  when  the  pupil  is  tolerably 
dilated,  the  patient  standing  five  or  six  feet  from 
the  aperture  and  the  observer  occupying  the  po- 

sition before  indicated."  "In  persons  of  fair 
complexion  and  blue  or  gray  irides,  it  is  generally 
more  brilliant  and  more  readily  seen  than  in  those 
of  dark  skin  and  irides.  In  the  mulatto  it  is  also 

dusky." 
To  Dr.  Mackknzie  is  due  a  part  of  the  credit  of 

applying  the  first  rudimentary  ophthalmoscope  to 
the  investigation  of  deep-8«!ated  diseases  of  the 
eye.  His  method  consisted  in  directing  the  light 
of  a  gas  jet  tlirougli  the  dilated  pupil  with  a  lens, 
80  aa  to  discover  "wliat  ho  considered  the  eff'ects 
of  hyaloiditis,  or  inflammation  of  the  hyaloid  mem- 

brane." t  liut  the  credit  of  the  invention  is  due 
to  Ilelmholtz,  professor  of  Physiology  at  Konigs- 
burg,  PruKHia,  who  made  and  deHcril)ed  the  first 
ophthalmoscope,  and  published  it  to  the  world  in 

•  A  treatiM  on  the  Surgical  DlscanoH  of  tlio  Eyo,  p.  654, 
MTond  e<litioD,  Jxtnrion,  1801. 

t  M«jdiro-f;hiriir([iriil  Trarmartlonii,  lfi40, 
I  Mackenzie  on  DUcanci  of  the  Eye,  p.  564.  Am.  Ed. 

1851.*  He  first  employed  a  single  slip  of  glass 
brightly  polished,  and  with  this  he  was  able  to  see 
the  surface  of  the  retina  but  very  faintly,  not  di- 

lating the  pupil  in  his  first  examinations.  Find- 
ing that  the  illuminating  power  of  a  single  slip  of 

polished  glass  was  too  faint  to  view  the  minute 
details  of  the  fundus,  Helmholtz  increased  its  in- 

tensity by  constructing  a  compound  reflector  of 
several  slips,  superimposed  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  reflections  from  their  several  surfaces  cover 
each  other,  and  coalesce  in  a  single  image.  For 
greater  convenience  he  fixed  this  reflector  upon 
one  end  of  a  short  tube,  in  the  opposite  extremity 
of  which  he  placed  a  concave  lens.    In  Fig.  1  is  a 

horizontal  sectional  view  of  Helmholtz's  instru- 
ment. Fig.  1,  aa  is  a  short  blackened  metal  tube 

closed  at  one  end  by  a  plate  bb,  centrally  perfor- 
ated, which  supports  a  hollow  triangular  prismatic 

metal  box  ccc.  The  base  of  this  prism  is  connected 
with  the  plate  by  the  short  open  cylinder  d,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  allow  the  rotation  of  the  prism 
on  the  axis  of  the  tube  aa.  The  long  side  of  the 
prism  contains  the  reflector,  composed  of  three 
plane  polished  slips  of  glass,  inclined  at  an  angle 
of  56°  to  the  axis  of  tJie  tube,  the  other  end  of 
which  contains  the  concave  lens  /,  which  is  held 
in  position  by  the  friction  tube  f.  When  we  ex- 

amine the  healthy  eye  of  a  young  person  the 
pupil  appears  dark,  as  if  the  bottom  of  the  eye 
was  black.  This  is  not  because  any  of  the  tissues 
are  black  that  we  look  through,  but  it  arises  from 
the  refractive  power  of  the  cornea  and  lens. 
Helmholtz,  by  overcoming  the  refraction  of  the 
cornea  and  lens  by  his  ophthalmoscope,  reflected 
the  rays  of  light  from  the  retina  and  made  them 
come  to  a  focus  and  produce  an  image  on  the  retina 
of  the  experimenter's  eye.  It  is  stated  that  an 
accident  suggested  the  invention  to  Helmholtz, 
but  this  is  doubtful,  as  **Cummings'  "  experi- 
m(!nt8  wore  published  and  sent  all  over  the  world, 
still  we  give  it  as  stated.    His  friend  Von  Eblach, 

♦  BoKchroibung  oine«  AngenHpiegels  zur  Untersuchung  der 
Netzhaut  im  lebendou  Auge,  13orlin,  1861. 
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who  wore  spectacles,  observed  one  day  whilst  con- 
versing with  an  acquaintance,  that  the  eye  of  the 

latter  became  illuminated  when  the  rays  of  the 
light  from  a  neighboring  window  were  reflected  by 
his  glasses  into  this  person's  eye — hence  it  is  also 
stated  the  probable  reason  of  Helmholtz  using 
plate  glass  as  the  reflector  in  his  ophthalmoscope. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  immortal  honor  of  the 
invention  of  the  eye  speculum,  or  ophthalmoscope, 
belongs  to  Helmholtz,  although  many  others  may 
have  contributed  to  it,  he  made  it  truly  practical, 
and  with  it  he  was  able  to  distinguish  the  optic 
nerve  and  the  vessels  emerging  from  it.  In  1852, 

Rue  TE*  invented  an  ophthalmoscope  on  a  difi"erent 
principle  from  that  of  Helmholtz,  light  being 
thrown  into  the  patient's  eye  by  means  of  a  con- 

cave mirror,  through  a  hole  in  the  centre  of  which 
the  observer  looked  directly  upon  the  illuminated 
retina.  .  The  objection  to  this  ophthalmoscope  is, 
that  it  is  fixed  upon  a  stand  and  therefore  not  well 
adapted  to  observe  an  organ  so  constantly  in 
motion  as  the  eye.  Coccmsf  avoided  this  incon- 

venience by  constructing  a  small  perforated  mirror 
to  be  held  in  the  hand,  and  this  instrument  has 
been  still  further  modified  by  Anagnostakis,  t 
whose  ophthalmoscope,  from  its  extreme  sim- 

plicity, appears  to  many  to  be  the  most  useful 
that  has  been  invented.  It  consists  of  a  circular 

mirror,  about  an  inch  and  three  quarters  in  dia- 
meter, slightly  concave,  and  perforated  in  the. 

centre  with  a  round  hole,  the  tenth  of  an  inch 
wide.  The  amalgam  of  the  mirror  is  protected  by 
a  brass  plate  perforated  at  a  spot  corresponding  to 
the  hole  in  the  glass.  The  inside  of  this  perfora- 

tion should  be  brushed  over  with  a  non- reflecting 
black  coating  so  as  to  prevent  the  metallic  edge 
from  producing  small  rays  of  light,  which  ar^"  very 
confusing  to  the  observer.  The  mirror  is  set  in  a 
metal  frame  to  which  a  handle  is  fixed. 

In  a  recent  work  by  Zander,  §  he  divides  them 
into  three  classes,  viz.: 

1.  Ophthalmoscopes  in  which  the  reflector  con- 
sists of  slips  of  highly  polished  glass,  with  plane 

parallel  surfaces,  as  Helmhultz's. 
2.  Homo-centric  ophthalmoscopes — concave  mir- 

rors of  silvered  glass  or  metal,  as  Reute's  and 
Liebreich's. 

3.  Hetero-centric  ophthalmoscopes — plane  or 
convex  specula  in  combination  with  a  convex  lens, 
as  Coccius'  and  Zehender's. 

(To  be  continued.) 

*  Der  Augenspiegel  und  das  Optometer,  Gottingen. 
•j-  Ueber  die  Anweuduug  des  Augenspiegcls,  Leipzig,  1S')3. 
JEssai  sur  rExploiation  de  la  Keliue  et  des  Milieux  do 

I'ffiil  sur  la  Vivant,  Paris,  1S54. 
§  Zander,  A.,  Der  .Augenspiegel,  jeiae  Formeu  und  Sein 

Gebrauch,  Leipzig,  1869. 

CASE  OF  GUNSHOT  WOUND 

Of  the  Brain,  treated  at  the  McKim's  Hospital, Baltimore,  Md. 

By  Wm.  G.  Smull,  M.  D. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

The  surgical  history  of  the  present  war  will 
demonstrate  one  fact,  which  is  frequently  over- 

looked in  the  treatment  of  injuries  about  the  head, 
viz.:  that  serious  lesions  may  exist  as  the  result 
of  injury,  and  the  fact  escape  the  observation  of 
the  surgeon  and  even  the  patient  himself. 

An  illustration  of  this  fact  has  recently  occurred 
in  this  hospital,  so  singular  that  I  have  deemed  it 
worth  transmission  to  the  Reporter,  particularly 
as  it  is  the  second  one  that  has  come  within  my 
observation  in  the  cour.?e  of  a  few  months. 

Private  A.  Van  Walker,  Company  A,  7th  Wis- 
consin volunteers,  was  admitted  into  this  hospital 

on  July  8th,  1863.  He  was  wounded  at  the  second 

days'  fight  at  Gettysburg.  The  wound  was  over 
the  orbit  of  the  right  eye,  and  was  supposed  by 
himself  to  have  been  made  by  a  piece  of  shell. 
The  missile  struck  at  the  external  extremity  of 
the  frontal  sinus,  and  the  pulsation  of  the  brain 
could  be  seen  through  the  wound.  The  patient 

sufi'ered  great  pain  over  the  brow,  and  complained 
also  of  a  numbness,  caused  no  doubt  by  the  di- 

vision of  the  supra-orbital  branch  of  the  fifth  pair 
of  nerves.  The  treatment  adopted  was  anodynes 
and  cold  water  dressing  to  the  wound,  with  rest 
and  light  diet.  The  patient  rapidly  recuperated 
and  in  a  few  days  was  able  to  go  to  his  meals.  In 
the  course  of  ten  days  he  was  able  to  go  out  on  a 
pass,  and  every  few  days  he  repeated  his  walks. 
During  this  time  he  was  cheerful,  enjoying  good 
aj)petite,  and  the  external  wound  was  sufficiently 
healed  as  not  to  require  dressing.  On  September 
12th  he  walked  two  miles  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
to  witness  a  military  parade.  He  was  asked  by 
his  companion  if  he  suffered  any  pain  from  the 
exercise  and  exposure  to  the  sun ;  he  replied,  none 
at  all. 

On  September  17th  he  complained  of  headache 
and  nausea.  The  symptoms  increased,  vomiting 
ensued,  and  the  patient  kept  his  hands  continually 
compressed  upon  his  head.  When  asked  what 
part  of  his  head  pained  most,  he  replied,  it  pained 
all  over.  All  efi"orts  to  relieve  him  were  unsuc- 

cessful. Counter-irritation  and  opiates  were  used 
in  vain  ;  the  patient  refused  all  food,  and  then  be- 

came comatose,  and  on  the  night  of  the  20th  he 

died. An  autopsy  was  held  on  the  following  morning, 
and  revealed  the  following  remarkable  circum- 

stances. The  skull  had  been  penetrated  about  the 
middle  of  the  roof  of  the  orbit,  and  spiculie  of  bone 
were  driven  in  upon  the  substance  of  the  brain. 
On  lifting  up  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  side,  a 
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large  quantity  of  pus  escaped.  The  hemispheres 
of  the  brain  upon  being  gently  separated,  allowed 

the  escape  of  pus,  apparently  from  the  right  ven- 
tricle. The  whole  anterior  portion  of  the  right 

hemisphere  was  in  a  state  of  disorganization, 
amounting  almost  to  gangrene  ;  the  mass  was  very 
offensive.  Upon  separating  this  mass  a  minie  ball 

weighing  about  one  ounce,  fell  out  of  the  substance 
of  the  brain  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  anterior 

lobe,  somewhere  near  the  sella  turcica.  The  ap- 
pearance of  a  foreign  body  being  so  unexpected, 

its  exact  locality  could  not  be  correctly  stated,  as 
the  disorganized  mass  was  not  firm  enough  to 
permit  of  dissection. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  patient  carried  the 
ball  in  his  brain  for  two  months,  and  had  frag- 

ments of  his  skull  driven  in  upon  his  brain  for  the 
same  length  of  time,  without  being  in  any  degree 
conscious  of  it.  From  the  appearance  of  the  brain 
the  process  of  suppuration  and  decomposition 
must  have  been  going  on  for  some  time  previous 
to  his  death.  His  mental  faculties  remained  the 
same  up  to  the  time  of  his  final  sickness,  and  a 
member  of  his  regiment  states  that  he  knew  of  no 

difi'erence  in  his  mental  condition  previous  and 
subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  his  wound.  It  should 
be  remarked  that  a  piece  of  foreign  substance  was 
taken  from  the  fractured  bone,  apparently  a  portion 
of  his  cap.  It  had  not  reached  the  brain,  and  can 
hardly  be  considered  as  having  had  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  result  of  the  case. 

remarks,  further  action  was  posponed  until  the  next meeting. 

During  the  meeting  the  following  cases  were  re- 

ported : — 
Dr.  CoxKLix  reported  a  case  of  dry  gangrene  in 

the  foot  of  a  child,  resembling  senile  gangrane  in  its 
appearance,  course  and  termination. 

Dr.  Holmes — A  case  of  ascites. 
Dr.  Allex— A  case  of  malignant  sarcocele. 
Dr.  M'Kee — A  case  of  pericarditis  in  which  the 

action  of  the  heart  was  controlled  by  the  use  of 
veratrnm  viride. 

Dr.  Mason — A  case  of  erotic  dreams  and  nocturnal 
emissions  caused  by  a  blow  upon  the  occiput. 
Adjournment  to  meet  at  the  village  of  Burlington, 

on  Wednesday,  October  28th,  next  at  10  o'clock, A.  M. 
E.  H.  Mason, Secretary. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Medical  Societies. 

Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  Medical  Society. 
The  Bradford  County  Medical  Society  met  at  the 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  in  the  borough  of  Towanda,  Sept. 
9th,  lb03.  The  following  members  were  present : — 
Drs.  Ed.  Mills  ;  G.  F.  Horton  ;  E.  P.  Allen  ;  C. 
Conklin  ;  C.  M.  Turner  ;  W.  L.  Clagett ;  D.  Holmes  ; 
E.  A.  Everitt ;  G.  W.  M'Kee ;  E.  H.  Mason. 
The  President,  Dr.  Mills,  called  the  meeting  to 

order. 

Drs.  E.  A.  Everitt  and  G.  W.  M'Kee  were  proposed 
for  membership  and  after  a  favorable  report  from  the 
Connors  were  unaniinonsly  elected. 

Dr.  HouTON  nif)vefl  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  nominate  ofllcr-rn  ff>r  (;l(;ction  for  the  ensuing  year, 
which  was  a(lf)i>t(-d,  and  tlie  President  aijpointed 
Drs.  Horton,  Allen  and  Turner  sai'l  committee,  who 
after  fonsultation  nominated  tlie  following,  and  they 
were  unanimously  elected  : 

PrrHident.—\\''S\.  L.  Claoktt. 
Virf  I'rfKidfnU  -E.  G.  TuAcv,  G.  C;onklin. 
J{<r<,rd'tiuj  Secretary — V..  II.  Mahon. 
(Utrri'KjHmdxTKj  ScrriUiry — E.  A.  Eveuitt. 
jTr^aAMrcr— Geo.  F.  IIokton. 
CV;uor«— E.  P.  AT-LKN  ;  G.  T.  Bl,iss  ;  D.  Holmeb  ; 

C.  M.  Tr  uNER;  G.  W.  M'Kkk. 
The  reHolutions  offered  by  Dr.  Houton  at  the  Inst 

meeting  In  relation  to  Surgeon-General  Hammond's 
order  against  calomel  were  called  up,  and  after  a  few 

Faradization. 

The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Bowma-n's 
article  on  Faradization  commenced  in  our  last : — 

Electro-puncture. — Faradization  through  steel  or 
platina  needles  passed  into  the  deeper  tissues  is 
one  of  the  most  efficient  modes  we  possess  of  localiz- 

ing the  current  and  stimulating  them  to  healthy 
action,  or  restoring  them  to  lost  contractibility. — 
Triangular  shaped  needles,  similar  to  those  employed 
by  glovers,  are  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  ;  when 
of  steel  they  should  be  plated  with  gold,  for  their 
oxidation  in  the  wound  during  the  passage  of  the 
electric  currents,  not  only  increases  the  pain,  but 
leaves  an  indelible  stain  behind  them.  Bloodvessels 
should  not  be  transfixed,  nor  is  it  absolutely  requi- 

site to  pierce  a  nerve;  it  is  quite  sufficient  if  the 
needles  come  it  contact  with  it. 

Baths. — Electricity  penetrates  the  skin  without 
difficulty  through  water,  and  the  application  of  to 
and  fro  curreuts  in  a  bath,  is  a  powerful  means  of 

I  arousing  the  action  of  the  system  in  cases  of  debility. 
I  The  hip  bath,  foot  bath,  or  merely  inserting  the 
;  hands  into  a  basin  of  water,  also  gives  a  ready 
!  entrance  and  exit  to  the  currents  if  one  conductor 
:  be  put  into  the  vessel,  and  the  other,  a  moist  sponge, 
i  be  placed  above  the  part  to  be  Faradized.  Salt 
,  increases  the  conducting  power  of  the  water,  and 
j  it  may  be  conveniently  added  to  it  when  operating 
'  through  the  hands  or  feet. 

Sponge  Mectrodes. — Next  in  point  of  penetrability 
are  sponges  moistened  with  salt  water,  which,  when 
pressed  firmly  upon  the  wet  skin,  act  as  good  con- 

ductors to  the  deeper  tissues  without  electrization 
of  the  cutaneous  surface,  which  hoAvever  becomes 
momentarily  affected  on  bringing  the  electrodes 
into  contact  with  it,  or  on  removing  them,  whilst 
coiniected  with  the  working  instrument ;  this  may 
be  readily  obviated  by  crossing  the  wires  of  the 
two  poles  until  the  sponges  are  placed. 

Klatro-cntfmroits  Axcitation. — When   the  skin  is 
dry  benoiith  one  or  both  electrodes,  the  ci;rrents  flow 
chiefly  along  or  within  its  surface,  and  when  in- 

tense, act  painfully  uj)on  the  superficial  muscles 
beneath.    Before  Faradizing  the  skin,  all  humidity 

j  should  first  be  absorbed  by  means  of  a  little  rice 
j  powder  or  corn  starch,  then  having  placed  a  moist 
j  conductor  on  some  other  portion  of  the  body,  apply 
I  a  dry  one  to  the  part  to  be  excited,  or,  holding  it 
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in  the  hand,  pass  the  hack  of  the  fingers  lightly  over 
the  surface.  The  application  of  the  metalic  brush, 
however  gentle,  is  a  much  more  severe  mode  of 
arousing  sensibility,  and  is  very  painful  when  the 
cutaneous  surface  is  struck  slightly  with  the  ex- tremities of  the  wires.  Duchenne  calls  this  latter 
electric  furtigation,  and  electric  moxa  when  the  ends 
are  left  in  contact  with  it. 

Of  the  JVerves— The  muscles  are  much  better  con- 
ductors of  electricity  than  the  nerves  ;  therefore,  when 

it  is  desired  to  apply  them  to  the  latter,  it  should  be 
done  where  they  are  most  superficial,  and  in  contact 
with  tendons  or  aponuroses,  or  surrounded  by  cellu- 

lar tissue  ;  and  even  in  these  situations  but  a  portion 
can  be  made  to  traverse  the  nerves. 
Weber  has  proved,  after  many  interesting  re- 

searches, that  although  Faradization  of  the  spinal 
marrow  alone,  produces  violent  contractions  in  the 
muscles  of  the  trunk,  these  contractions  arise,  not 
from  electricity,  but  from  nei've  force  brought  into 
action  by  the  stimulus  to  the  cord.  And  that  neither 
contractions  nor  heat  can  be  observed  in  nerve 
matter  on  electrical  excitation. 

Induced  currents  passed  through  the  sympathetic, 
or  through  the  organs  to  which  it  is  distributed, 
produce  contractions  in  the  muscular  tissue  of  the 
latter,  which,  how^ever,  difier  from  those  of  the 
voluntary  muscles  in  being  less  energetic  and  more 
permanent,  and  in  succeeding  each  other  in  an  order 
corresponding  to  their  functions,  which  they  in- crease. 

Of  the  Muscles. — Faradization  of  the  muscular 
tissue,  is  said  to  be  general  when  produced  through 
the  nerves,  and  local  when  applied  to  the  fibres 
themselves  ;  the  latter  is  more  superficial  except 
when  a  powerful  current  is  employed.  Next  to 
electro-puncture,  local  electrization  is  best  accom- 

plished by  means  of  the  sponge  electrodes  wet  with 
brine,  and  pressed  firmly  upon  the  skin  within  a 
few  inches  of  each  other,  moving  them  fre(iuently 
until  every  part  has  been  brought  under  its  influence. 

Excitation  of  the  periosteum  is  peculiarly  painful 
and  should  be  avoided  when  possible. 

Paralysis. — Ever  since  its  discovery.  Faradization 
has  been  recommended  as  a  remedial  agent  of  great 
efficacy  in  paralysis,  both  local  and  general,  stimu- 

lating the  nerves  and  muscles  in  the  former,  into  re- 
newed life  and  activity,  and  supplying  them  in  the 

latter  with  electrical,  in  lieu  of  deficient  nerve  force  ; 
thus  keeping  up  their  action  and  development,  and 
preventing  atrophy,  whilst  nature  is  restoring  the 
power  of  the  nervous  centres.  It  cannot  however  be 
made  immediately  available  as  in  all  forms  of  local 
paralysis.  In  both  local  and  general,  the  to  and  fro 
currents  are  particularly  adapted,  and  should  be 
applied  directly  to  the  parts  affected,  without  passing 
them  through  the  seat  of  any  recent  cerebral  or  spinal 
injury.  They  should  be  employed  for  short  periods, 
and  be  frequently  repeated. 
Where  there  has  been  a  separation  of  a  nerve  by 

injury,  or  even  a  loss  of  its  substance,  with  years  of 
permanent  paralysis,  the  patient  application  of 
electricity  will  occasionally  be  found  to  restore  the 
action  of  the  muscles  supplied  by  it,  showing  that 
there  has  been  regeneration  of  the  nerve  filaments  in 
the  cicatrix,  and  that  want  of  stimulus  alone  has 
prevented  the  return  of  power.  After  accidents  of 
this  kind,  the  rule  is,  that  Avlien  muscular  contrac- 

tion has  not  been  destroyed,  the  parts  should  be  sub- 
mitted, as  soon  as  possible,  to  local  electrization; 

but  when  lost  and  insensible,  from  four  to  ten 
months  must  be  allowed  for  the  perfection  of  the 
nerve  fibres. 

Paralysis  of  the  nerves  of  smell,  taste,  sight,  and 
hearing,  have  each  occasionall}''  been  restored  by electrical  excitation. 

I  have  had  some  encouraging,  although  but  par- 
tial successes,  with  it,  in  loss  of  smell  from  chronic 

catarrh  in  which  I  employed  the  double  currents, 

placing  one  sponge  over  the  nostrils,  and  the  other 
at  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

Dr.  S.  Wells  recommends  it  in  cases  of  strabis- 
mus dependant  upon  paralysis  of  muscles  of  the 

orbit  without  cerebral  lesion  ;  he  directs  one  moist 
sponge  to  be  placed  on  the  lid  over  the  weakened 
rectus,  and  the  other  to  the  temple,  and  begins  with 
applications  of  five  minutes  duration  daily,  increas- 

ing them  gradually  to  20  minutes. 
In  deafness  without  evident  cause,  but  deficient 

cerumen.  Faradization  is  well  worthy  of  a  trial.  The 
ear  should  be  filled  with  water,  and  weak  and  slow 
currents  be  passed  through  it  from  the  back  of  the 
neck,  being  careful  not  to  allow  the  conductor  to 
touch  any  portion  of  the  meatus  or  tympanum. 

Local  paralysis  of  the  bladder  with  incontinence 
of  urine,  either  in  adults  or  children,  may  often  be 
successfully  treated  by  means  of  the  to  and  fro  cur- 

rents passed  daily,  for  fifteen  minutes,  between  the 
interior  of  the  bladder  and  the  pubes,  employing 
the  exciter  fig.  1,  and  a  sponge  electrode.  It  seldom 
requires  more  than  a  single  application  to  effect  a 
change,  or  over  five  or  six,  to  give  permanent  relief. 

In  tic  douleureux,  the  nerve  may  be  deadened  by 
strong  direct  currents,  (extra  currents  being  the 
best)  applied  by  means  of  moist  conductors. 
*  Faradization  in  lead  palsy,  is  in  general  very tedious,  and  requires  30  to  100  sittings,  at  each  of 
which  pain  should  be  excited  in  the  paralyzed  mus- 

cles. The  currents  employed  should  be  rapid  and 
intense,  and  not  be'  continued  longer  than  ten minutes,  otherwise  the  nerves  themselves  will  be 
liable  to  be  injured  by  them. 

In  chorea,  M.  Briquet  remarks  that  induced  cur- 
rents, passed  through  the  muscles,  act  but  tem- 

porarily, but  if  applied  merely  to  the  integument, 
they  occasion  rapid  and  marked  diminution  of  the 
movements,  and  frequently  effect  a  prompt  removal 
of  the  malady.  He  Faradizes  the  skin  every  day  or 
every  other  day,  for  five  or  six  minutes,  along  the 
entire  length  of  the  afi"ected  limbs,  persevering  with the  treatment  for  several  months  when  necessary. 

In  amenorrhoea.  Faradization  proves  successful 
.  only  after  the  health  has  otherwise  been  re-estab- 

lished. To  and  fro  currents  should  be  passed  be- 
tween the  sacrum  and  pubes,  beginning  several  days 

before  the  period.  In  cases  permitting  it,  an  insu- 
lated conductor  may  be  carried  up  to  the  womb, 

and  the  electricity  be  passed  through  it  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 

To  produce  contractions  of  the  womb  and  expul- 
sion of  its  clots  in  post  partem  hemorrhage  and  in 

dysmenorrhoea,  or  to  cause  more  rapid  labour  in 
placenta  proevia,  after  due  dilatation  of  the  os. 
Faradization  may  be  employed  as  an  auxiliary  to 
other  means,  in  deference  to  the  success  aitributed 
to  its  use  by  some  few  authors  of  merit.  The  mode 
of  its  application  is  the  same  as  for  amenorrhoea. 

It  is  in  hysteria  particularh',  more  than  in  any 
other  disease,  that  the  to  and  fro  currents  prove  most 
successful.  In  its  convulsions,  paralysis,  tetanus, 
aphonia,  _and  all  its  thousand  and  one  anomalous 
sensations,  their  employment  frequently  acts  in  a 
sm-prising  manner  ;  the  dread  alone  of  the  more 
powerful  shocks,  having  suflicient  influence  upon 
the  mind  to  control,  and  prevent  their  recurrence. 

The  secretion  of  milk,  when  suspended  or  delayed, 
has  occasionally  been  reproduced  in  a  few  hours  by 
the  application  of  the  sponge  electrodes,  and  the 
passage  of  moderate  to  and  fro  currents  through  the 
glands  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  It  should  be  re- 

peated daily  until  the  return  is  fully  established. 
In  neuralgia,  powerful  direct  currents  (extra  cur- 

rents) should  be  passed  along  the  attcctcd  nerve, 
through  moist  conductors,  for  a  few  minutes  only, 
and  be  repeated  each  time  of  the  return  of  the  pain. 
The  intervals  will  be  found  to  become  longer  and 
longer,  and  the  sensibility  to  decrease  at  each  re- 

newal of  the  attack,  until  it  entirely  ceases.  If 
electro-puncture  be  preferred,  as  strongly  advocated 
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by  many,  weak  currents  must  be  employed,  and  but 
for  a  few  seconds  only. 

In  bronchocelc,  electrical  excitation  renders  the 
thyroid  gland  more  susceptible  to  the  power  of 
iodine  or  other  absoi'bents. 

In  chronic  rheumatism,  direct  currents  give  much 
relief  and  promote  the  absorption  of  effusions.  In 
cases  of  rigidity,  as  that  of  crick  in  the  neck,  the 
to  and  fro  currents,  applied  to  the  healthy  antago- 

nistic muscles,  by  causing  their  contraction,  act 
powerfully  on  the  diseased  ones,  subduing  their 
excitement  and  irritability  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  exercise  of  the  opponent  muscles  in  ordinary 
cramps.  Dr.  Christophers  passes  the  current  down 
the  spine,  and  through  the  afiected  part  daily  for 
half  an  hour  or  longer,  and  speaks  of  a  case  of 
three  years  standing  that  was  thus  greatly  benefited 
by  it. 
In  hydrocele,  electro-puncture  by  exciting  the 

serous  membrane  to  absorption,  fre  luently  proves 
successful,  even  in  obstinate  cases,  in  removing  the 
efiusion.  The  needles  should  be  inserted  deeply 
into  the  fluid  from  opposite  sides,  and  to  and  fro 
currents  be  gently  passed  through  them  for  fifteen 
minutes,  increasing  their  intensity  until  the  pain  is 
complained  of ;  the  application  may  be  repeated 
several  times  if  necessary. 

In  deficiency  of  semen,  with  loss  of  desire  or  im- 
perfect erection,  I  have  found  the  to  and  fro  currents 

of  much  benefit,  in  one  case  a  single  application 
producing  a  return  of  power.  They  should  be  passed 
through  the  testicles,  and  along  the  erector  muscles 
from  the  ischium  to  the  dorsum  of  the  penis, 
employing  the  sponge  electrodes  daily,  for  fifteen 
minutes. 

In  irritable  states  of  the  bowels  accompanied  by 
slimy  stools  and  alternate  constipation  and  diarrhoea 
to  and  fro  currents  applied  to  the  colon  from  the 
spine,  with  moist  electrodes,  has  been  found  of  much 
service. 

In  poisoning  by  opium,  Faradization  is  the  most 
efficient  means  we  possess  of  sustaining  life  during 
the  continuance  of  the  narcotic  effects  of  the  drug 
upon  the  brain  ;  in  which  time  the  stomach  pump 
and  stimuli  will  not  of  course  be  neglected.  Dr. 
Hekepath's  experience  on  this  subject  is  worthy  of 
attention ;  he  found,  after  numerous  trials,  that 
when  the  direct  currents  only  were  employed,  tlie 
positive  electrode  being  placed  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  mouth,  and  the  negative  just 
below  the  ensiform  cartilage,  tlwt  the  respiratory 
movements  were  carried  on  with  considerable  more 
regularity  and  ease  than  by  any  other  method ;  but 
that  when  the  conductor  was  shifted  from  the  cheek 
to  the  tongue,  spasm  of  the  glottis  was  produced 
and  asphyxia  threatened.  In  arrest  of  the  heart's 
action  from  cblor6form,  direct  currents  should  be 
passed  through  sponge  electrodes  from  the  nape  of 
the  neck  to  the  ensiform  cartilage,  placing  the 
positive  to  the  former.  But  if  to  and  fro  currents 
only  are  available,  the  shocks  should  be  passed  from 
side  to  side  placing  one  conductor  over  the  cardiac 
region.  In  both  cases  the  finger  should  be  kept 
pressed  between  the  ribs,  and  when  the  heart  or 
diaphragm  is  noticed  to  contract,  the  currents  should 
be  momentarily  suspended. 

By  the  terms  "  sponge  electrodes,"  "  moist  elec- 
trodes," "moist  conductors"  and  "moist  sponges," 

are  Intended  Di;chknnk'8  cylinder  conductors,  co;i- 
taining  sponges  wet  with  salt  and  water,  and  pressed 
firmly  to  the  skin  during  electrization. 

In  conclufilon  I  would  remark,  that  for  the  Buc- 
ce«»ful  employment  of  Faradization,  great  patience  i 
and  perseverance  is  rcjuircd,  and  tlic  conjunction  of  i 
other  remedial  agents  sh'mld  in  nowi.-ebe  neglected. 
—  C'fiTuuJa  lancet. 

Pumpkin  Seed  in  the  Treatment  of  Teenia. 
In  a  fornmunication  to  the  Auurirav.  Maliral  Timea^ 

Dr.  Chakleb  IIahbuoi  ck,  of  Ilaekensac  k,  N.  J., 

details  a  case  of  the  successful  use  of  pumpkin  seed 
in  Tjenia.  Two  ounces  of  the  seeds  of  the  common 
pumpkin  were  directed  to  be  hulled,  grated  with 
sugar,  aud  mingled  with  half  a  pint  of  hot  water. — 
After  fasting  for  twenty^-four  hours  this  was  to  be 
taken  and  folloAved  in  an  hour  by  a  dose  of  castor- 
oil.  The  result  was  entirely  satisfactory,  as,  in  less 
than  two  hours  after  taking  the  seeds  the  patient 
passed  a  tape  worm  nearly  eight  feet  long,  including the  head. 

Suppositories. 
The  plan  of  administering-  remedies  by  means  of 

suppositories  is  resorted  to  much  less  frequently  than 
its  importance  calls  for.  The  following  on  the  sub- 

ject by  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Bakes,  we  take  from  the  Journal 
of  PJiarmacy.  The  doses  recommended  appear  to  us to  be  rather  small. 
To  facilitate  the  prescribing  of  suppositories  by 

physicians,  some  establishments  have  made  a  point 
of  numbering  them  according  to  their  composition. 
The  following  list  will  illustrate  this  method,  and 
give  some  idea  of  the  substances  capable  of  being administered  in  this  form. 

No.  1.  Butter  of  Cacao. 
No.  2.  One  grain  of  Opium. 
No.  3.  Two  grains  of  Opium. 
No.  4.  Half  a  grain  of  Aqueous  Extract  of  Opium. 
No.  5.  One  grain  of  Aqueous  Extract  of  Opium. 
No.  6.  One  grain  of  Opium  and  five  grains  of Tannin. 
No.  7.  Two  grains  of  Opium  and  two  grains  of Tannin. 
No.  8.  One  grain  of  Opium  and  five  grains  of Acetate  of  Lead. 
No.  9.  One  grain  of  Opium  and  two  grains  of 

Extract  Hyoscyamus. 
No.  10.  One  grain  of  Opium  and  one  grain  of 

Ipecacuanha. 
No.  11.  Two  grains  of  Opium  and  two  grains  of 

Ipecacuanha. 
No.  12.  One  grain  of  Opium  and  half  a  grain  of 

Extract  of  Belladonna. 
No.  13.  One-eiglith  of   a  grain  of  Acetate  of 

Morphia. 
No.  14.  One-sixthof  a  grain  of  Acetate  of  Morphia. 
No.  15.  One-fifth  of  a  grain  of  Acetate  of  Morphia. 
No.  16.  One-fourth  of   a  grain  of   Acetate  of INIorphia . 
No.  17.  Five  grains  of  Tannin. 
No.  18.  Ten  grains  of  Tannin. 
No.  19.  Ten  grains  of  Mercurial  Ointment  aud  ten 

grains  of  Camphor. 
No.  20.  One-thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  Atropia. 
No.  21.  Half  a  grain  of  Extract  of  Belladonna. 
No!  22.  Two*grains  of  Santonin. No.  23.  Five  grains  of  Calomel  and  tAvo  grains  of 

Santonin. 
No.  24.  Two  grains  of  Acetate  of  Lead  aud  half  a 

grain  of  Extract  of  Stramonium. 
No.  25.  Five  grains  of  Tannatc  of  Lead. 
No.  26.  Two  grains  of  Extract  of  Hyoscyamus. 
It  will  be  understood  that  the  basic  material  is  the 

Butter  of  Cacao,  to  which  is  sometimes  added  White 
Wax,  to  give  it  a  firmer  consistence.   See  Vol.  ix.. No.  1,  p.  5. 

Hydrophobia.- During  a  series  of  experiments  made  by  Professor 
Renault,  and  communicated  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  respecting  the  period  required  for  the 
development  of  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  he  caused 
131  dogs  to  be  either  bitten  by  mad  dogs,  or  inocu- 

I  latcd  with  their  saliva.  Of  these,  03  showed  no 
Hymi)tom8  during  a  jjeriod  of  four  mouths,  and  were 
tiierefore  consid(;red  free.  Of  the  remaining  08,  31 
became  mad  after  the  40th  day,  23  after  the  45th, 
10  after  the  50th,  14  after  the  55th,  12  after  the  GOth, 
8  after  the  05th,  7  after  the  70th,  3  after  the  80th,  and 
1  upon  the  llSlh.— Lai icd. 
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PBEMIUMS  FOR  JXTE^  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  worth  of  books  to 
their  libraries  hereafter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  tcith  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance.  ' 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly ^0  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

DEMONSTRATIVE  MEDICAL  TEACHII^G. 

The  season  of.  the  year  has  arrived  which,  by 
common  consent,  begins  the  term  usually  devoted 
to  didactic  instruction  in  medicine.  Students  have 

gathered  from  far  and  wide  at  the  colleges  of  their 
choice,  and  the  preliminary  courses  of  instruction 

are  now  in  progress,  preparatory  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  regular  lectures  about  the  middle  of 

the  month.  The  faculties  of  our  medical  colleges 

have,  of  late  years,  seemed  to  realize  more  and 
more  the  importance  of  demonstrative  teaching,  and 

the  drawings,  preparations,  experimeDts  and  mor- 
bid specimens  with  which  the  didactic  teaching  is 

illustrated,  and  the  clinical  lectures  of  the  present 

day  are,  in  consequence,  in  strong  contrast  with 

the  hour's  uninterrupted  talk,  relieved  by  nothing 
save  the  oft-repeated  anecdote  or  bon  mot,  wliich 
were  sometimes  of  questionable  taste  and  morality, 
of  former  days.  Medical  students  of  the  present 

day  cannot  too  highly  prize  the  advantages  they 

enjoy  for  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery. 

Instruction  at  the  bed-side,  technically  termed 

"  clinical"  instruction,  is  the  highest  style  of 
medical  teaching.  A  student  acquires  more  prac- 

tical knowledge  from  an  hour's  clinic,  though  but 
half  the  time  be  spent  in  oral  deliverances,  than 
from  hours  of  undemonstrative  talk,  no  matter 
how  learned,  or  how  besprinkled  with  funny 

anecdotes  and  stale  jokes.  A  very  little  observa- 
tion and  experience  sufficed  to  establish  this 

point,  and  college  faculties  soon  discovered  that 
those  institutions  which  offered  the  best  facilities 

for  clinical  instruction  attracted  the  largest  classes. 

This  gave  rise  to  a  very  laudable  competition  as  to 
which  should  offer  students  the  best  advantages 
in  this  respect.  No  medical  school  now  pretends 
to  teach  medicine  and  surgery  without  offering 
facilities  of  acquiring  practical  knowledge  at  the 

bed-side.  It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  that 
there  is  much  that  passes  for  clinical  teaching  that 

is  unworthy  the  name.  There  are  very  grave  ob- 

jections, for  instance,  to  the  plan  of  "laying  out" 
a  patient  on  a  lecture  table  in  an  amphitheatre, 

j  and  delivering  a  "clinical  lecture"  on  the  case 
under  those  circumstances.  True,  something  may 

be  learned  in  this  way,  and  this  is  an  improvement 
on  the  old  plan  of  teaching.  But  it  is  only  a 

single  step  toward  realizing  the  true  idea  of  clini- 
cal  teaching,  and,  we  may  add,  a  very  short  one. 

Clinical  instruction  to  be  reaUy  profitable  should 

be  literally  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient.  The 
student  should  see,  feel,  hear  and  smell  the  patient 
himself.  Hence  this  kind  of  instruction  should  be 

imparted  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital.  For  many 
years  we  have  advocated  the  connection  of  our 
medical  colleges  with  bona  fide  hospitals,  and  so 
earnest  were  we  in  the  advocacy  of  this  idea,  that 

five  years  ago,  when  the  Reporter  was  changed 
from  a  monthly  to  a  weekly,  and  clinical  reports 
were  made  a  prominent  feature  of  the  work,  we  of 
our  own  option  improvised  the  terms  as  applied  to 
the  college^linics  in  this  city.  University  Hospital^ 

Jefferson  College  Hospital,  etc,  instead  of  Uni- 
versity Clinic,  etc.,  with  the  view  of  familiarizing 

the  profession  with  the  idea,  in  anticipation  of 

urging  the  expansion  of  the  college  clinic  into  a 

true  hospital  clinic. 
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As  respects  tlie  medical  cp lieges  of  this  city,  we  j 

have  urged  their  connection  with  our  large  hos-  j 
pitals  if  it  is  impracticable  for  them  to  establish  i 
hospitals  themselves.  The  University,  for  instance,  ; 
might  readily  enough,  if  all  concerned  would  look 
at  the  matter  in  a  proper  light,  become  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  the  Jefferson 
College  with  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  in  | 

their  extensive  wards  give  students  in  reality  the  | 

benefit  of  clinical  teaching,    Let  but  one  college  | 
set  the  example,  and  our  word  for  it,  the  rest 
would  follow  suit. 

Indeed,  the  example  is  set,  and  we  predict  a 
speedy  realization  of  the  idea  that  we  have  so  long 
advocated.  The  Commissioners  of  Charities  and 

Correction,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  composed  of 
some  of  the  ablest  and  most  intelligent  business 

men  in  that  city,  have  established  a  Medical  School 
in  connection  with  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  great 

almshouse  hospital  of  New  York.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  full  corps  of  able  men  as  professors,  and 

the  institution  commences  its  third  session  this 

month.  The  sessions  already  held  have  been  very 

encouraging,  and  we  cannot  help  predicting  a 
prosperous  career  to  the  school,  because  we  are 
satisfied  that  it  is  started  on  a  right  basis. 

Once  more,  let  us  urge  it  upon  the  faculties  of 
the  medical  colleges  in  this  city  and  elsewhere, 
that  they  adopt  and  carry  out  this  idea  as  speedily 
as  possible.  It  will  have  to  he  done  sooner-  or 

later,  or  Ichahod''''  will  surely  he  inscribed  on 
their  walls.  The  pages  of  the  Reporter  for  the 
past  ten  years  are  witness  that  this  is  no  new 

hobby  of  ours.  We  liave  steadfastly  advocated 

the  plan  ;  one  colle;:e  has  adopted  it,  and  with 
marvelous  success.  The  sequel  will  show  that  the 
rest  will  be  compelled  to  follow  the  example. 

In  this  connection,  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  Dr. 
Penbohk,  the  new  professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 

eases of  women  and  childn-n,  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  intends  to  combine  clinical  teaching, 
as  far  as  poHsible,  witli  his  regular  course  of  lec- 

tures in  that  in.stitutiou.  This  is  wpU,  and  the 
courne  a^lopted  by  Dr.  Pknjiokk  will  serve  as  a 

stepping -.stone  to  rea^;h  the  ultimate  idea  of  aii  as- 
Hociation  of  the  University  with  a  bona  fide  hos- 

pital, a  consammation  wliir  Vi  wi-  de  voutly  hope  is 
not  far  in  the  fntur**. 

FIVE  YBAKS  AGO 

We  commenced  the  publication  of  tlie  Reporter 

in  its  present  weekly  form.  It  was  a  day  of  small 
things.  We  had  just  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
and  were  without  capital  or  credit.  Such  an  en- 

terprise we  soon  found  required  a  great  deal  of 
both.  But  we  persevered  in  the  face  of  many  and 
very  great  discouragements,  which,  however,  were 

far  over-balanced  by  the  encouraging  words  and 
deeds  of  the  profession,  or  the  enterprise  would 

have  utterly  failed  long  ago.  The  unfaltering 

support  given  the  Reporter,  in  spite  of  the  en- 
forced derelictions  of  the  past  two  years  on  our 

part,  have  surprised  us,  and  has  operated  as  a 

convincing  proof  that  we  were  serving  the  pro- 
fession with  some  degree  of  acceptance,  although 

circumstances  bbyond  our  control  compelled  us  to  do 
it  in  weakness.  This  conviction  encouraged  us  still 

to  persevere,  until  we  again  indulge  the  expecta- 
tion of  speedily  realizing  our  long  deferred  hope 

of  giving  to  the  profession  of  this  country  ISie  veiy 
5esi  medical  journal  printed  anywhere.  We  make 
no  exception,  because  our  only  hope  of  making 

such  a  journal  is  founded  on  the  co-operation  of  the 

profession. 
Our  country  can  boast  of  some  of  the  finest  med- 

ical talent  in  the  world  now,  and  we,  as  a  nation, 

are  only  in  the  morning  of  our  existence.  True, 
the  fogs  and  mists  of  early  day  hover  over  our 
land,  but 

"  Behind  the  clouds  is  the  sun  still  shining," 

and  the  glorious  efiulgence  of  a  bright  day  will 
soon  dispel  these  fogs  and  mists.  We  are  utterly 
lost  in  the  contemplation  of  the  future  of  our 

country.  We  anticipate  for  it  everything  that  can 

be  enjoyed  by  a  nation  on  earth.  Mankind  will 
be  awed  by  the  spectacle,  and  the  intellectual  and 
material  treasures  of  the  world  will  be  poured 

upon  us.  Then  will  our  profession  occupy  the 

very  front  rank  in  respect  to  that  of  other  nations. 
Our  country  will  absorb  much  of  the  learning  and 
wisdom  of  other  lands,  and  the  medical  profession 

of  America  will  undisputedly  hold  the  pre-eminent 

place.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  time  is  in  the  dis- 
tant future.  Comparatively  few  years  will  realize 

these  seemingly  extravagant  ideas  in  all  their 
length  and  breadth. 

It  is  for  such  a  time  that  we  labor  and  wait.  We 
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may  not  live  to  see  it,  but  we  believe  this  journal 
will,  and  we  hope  that  it  Avill  not  be  without  its 

influence  in  inculcating  right  views  of  matters 
connected  with  our  profession. 

In  concluding  this  brief  reminiscence  of  the  past, 
and  anticipation  of  the  future,  we  desire  to  state 
that  we  have  now  all  the  delayed  numbers  of  the 

Reporter  (Nos.  304,  305,  308,  309,  310,)  printed,  ! 
and  are  mailing  them  as  fast  as  we  can  pay  the 

postage  on  them,  which,  greatly  to  our  detriment, 
is  we  think  unreasonably,  required  of  us  by  the 

Post-office  authorities.  The  delay  of  these  num- 
bers and  other  irregularities  have,  of  course,  in- 

jured us  greatly.  Still  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 

knowing  that  in  spite  of  them  a  capital  of  $25,000 
would  scarcely  suffice  to  put  another  journal  on 
the  same  footing  in  point  of  circulation  and  in- 

fluence that  the  Reporter  now  occupies.  - 
Our  delinquencies  during  the  past  year  are 

chargeable  to  the  dishonesty  of  an  agent,  whose 
embezzlements  have  cost  us  two  thousand  dollars 
or  more.  In  view  of  this,  and  the  fact  that  we 

'•still  live,"  we  shall  hope  for  the  continued  sup- 
port of  all  who  have  hitherto  sustained  our  enter- 

prise. 
 #   

Notes  and  Gomments. 

Subscribers  who  have  paid  for  a  year  from 
October,  1862,  (No.  311,  j  or  six  months  from  No. 
337,  will  observe  that  their  paid  subscription  term 
does  not  end  until  the  1st  of  November — No.  362. 
This  is  in  consequence  of  our  omitting  the  month 
of  April  last,  as  we  wished  to  run  the  current  vol- 

ume through  to  January  next,  and  have  the  vol- 
umes begin  hereafter  with  January  and  July,  in- 

stead of  October  and  April. 

Bellevne  Hospital  Medical  College. 
This  institution  began  its  preliminary  term  of 

four  weeks  on  the  16th  of  September,  with  a  hun- 
dred students,  which  at  this  time  has  increased  to 

one  hundred  and  fifty,  with  the  prospect  of  a  large 
class,  perhaps  the  largest  in  New  York,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  regular  term  on  the  14th 
inst.  The  extraordinary  success  of  this  new  in- 

stitution is  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  it  has 
adopted  the  true  plan  of  associating  itself  with  a 
hospital,  and  making  true  clinical  instruction  at 
the  bedside  a  prominent  feature  in  its  programme. 
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Bedford's  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics. 
A  new  edition,  the  third  of  this  work,  has  just 

been  issued.  It  has  had  an  extraordinary  sale, 
and  has  been  adopted  as  a  text  book  in  no  less 
than  twelve  of  our  medical  colleges.  The  work  is 
one  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  its  popularity  is 
no  doubt  based  upon  the  fact  of  its  possessing  that 
quality,  for  there  is  no  lack  of  works  on  this  sub- 

ject from  which  the  profession  may  choose. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital. 
Dr.  Geo.  W.  Norris  has  resigned  his  position  as 

Surgeon  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Hunt  has  been  appointed.    An  excellent  ap- 

pointment. 

NEW  INVENTIONS. 
A  New  Inhaler. 

This  consists  of  a  tube,  provided  1st  with  a  bell- 
shaped  mouth-piece  at  one  end,  which  in  its  ap- 

plication to  the  mouth  entirely  excludes  external 
air  ;  2d,  with  a  medicine  chamber  at  the  other  end, 
which  is  a  short  tube,  similar  to  the  main  tube  and 
open  at  both  ends,  one  end  being  turned  out  to  fit 
to  the  end  of  the  main  tube  and  the  other  end 
furnished  with  an  internal  flange  or  rim  to  retain 
the  medicines  ;  3d,  with  a  globe  valve,  which  fits 
into  a  seat  in  the  lower  end  of  the  main  tube, 
where  the  same  joins  the  medicine  chamber,  a  pin 
running  across  the  main  tube  to  prevent  the  valve 
from  flying  out  of  its  seat  any  further  than  neces- 

sary to  open  the  passage  from  the  medicine 
chamber  to  the  tube.  In  drawing  in  the  air 
through  the  tube  the  valve  opens,  while  forcing  it 
into  the  tube,  the  valve  closes,  and  the  gas  ex- 

pelled by  the  breath  is  thus  hindered  from  coming 
in  contact  with  the  medicine  in  the  chamber. 

And  4th,  it  is  provided  with  a  valve  which  is 
closed  by  the  action  of  a  spring  on  the  lever,  like 
the  valve  of  a  flute  or  other  musical  instrument. 
By  the  action  of  the  spring  this  valve  is  constantly 
closed  and  the  external  air  is  hindered  from  en- 

tering the  tube  except  through  the  medicine 
chamber.  By  pressing  upon  the  lever  at  the  pro- 

per intervals  the  valve  is  thrown  open  and  the  gas 
expelled  by  the  breath  escapes  u-ithout  coming  in 
contact  with  the  medicine  to  be  inhaled. 

The  contrivance  seems  to  be  a  very  simple  and 

efi"ective  one  for  the  application  of  the  vapor  of 
medicines  by  inhalation. 

Segnitz'  Insufiaation  Tube. 
This  consists  of  a  tube,  one  end  of  which  ter- 

minates in  a  flat  and  flaring  portion,  slightly 
curved  and  perforated  by  two  orifices.  From  these 
two  orifices  are  passages  which  lead  to  a  common 
chamber,  which  is  the  receptacle  for  the  powder. 
Into  the  other  extremity  is  screwed  a  curved 
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[Vol.  X. mouth  piece,  which  by  a  half  revolution  may  be  ' 
made  to  direct  the  discharging  extremity,  either 
upward  into  the  posterior  nares,  or  downward  into 
the  fauces. 

The  operation  is  as  follows: — The  month-piece 
is  unscrewed  and  removed  from  the  tube  ;  then 
the  medicinal  powder  is  introduced  into  the  tube, 
and  the  mouth-piece  is  again  screwed  to  its  proper 
place,  when  the  flat  end  of  the  instrument  is  intro- 

duced into  the  mouth  of  the  patient,  and  passed 
back  over  the  tongue  to  the  uvula.  The  operator 
then  applies  his  lips  to  the  jnouth-piece,  and  with 
a  quick  puff  of  the  breath,  blows  the  powder  di- 

rectly into  the  throat  of  the  patient.  In  nasal  ca- 
tarrh, the  flat  portion  of  the  instrument  is  directed  - 

upward,  and  is  carefully  introduced  completely 
behind  the  uvula,  before  the  powder  is  expelled. 
The  mouth-piece  in  this  case  is  consequently 
turned  in  the  opposite  direction. 

This  affords  a  very  convenient  method  of  throw- 
ing such  remedies  as  muriate  of  ammonia,  alum, 

borax,  tannic  acid,  chlorate  of  potash,  etc.,  into 
the  air  passages. 

The  former  instrument  is  the  invention  of  Mr, 
G.  Bastian,  and  the  latter  of  Dr.  B.  Segnitz,  of 
New  York.  Both  can  be  had  of  Mr.  Bastiax,  835 
Broadwav,  Xew  York.  1 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

CALOMEL  AND  TARTAR  EMETIC  IIV  THE 
ARMY. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Aiyirricaji  JPdical  Timfs, 
writing  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  over  the  signature, 
*'C.  G.  C,-*  speaks  as  follows  of  Circular  No.  6,  of 
Surgeon-General  Hammoxd  : — 

Sir  : — In  no  communication  on  the  subject  of  the 
Surgeon-General's  order  "  excluding  calomel  and 
tartar  emetic  from  the  Supply  Table,"  have  I  seen 
the  results  of  any  inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  sick 
in  the  army  with  reference  to  the  abuse  of  these 
remedies;  and  I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  profes- 

sion In  our  country,  and  particularly  to  those  glori- 
ous men  of  our  profession  in  the  army,  to  present 

the  result  of  observations  in  the  west  and  south-west 
as  obtained  by  the  medical  men  here. 

In  the  military  hospitals  of  this  city  and  vicinity 
wf!  can  give  you  positive  data. 

In  25,(KX)  patients  but  nine  cases  of  ptyalism  have 
been  seen  ;  not  a  case  of  mercurial  gangrene.  In  re- 

gard to  other  points,  one  can  only  make  general 
Statements,  but  founded  on  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation. 
From  Ix»uisvillo,  Western  Virginia,  the  army  of 

•  Dr.  C.  O.  CoMBOT*,  we  preanoM^Eo.  Mbd.  k  bCBO.  Bbp. 

the  Cumberland  and  Gen.  Grant's  army,  the  same 
relative  statements  are  made.  One  of  the  most  emi- 

nent medical  gentlemen  in  Indiana  told  me  that  he 
had  seen,  some  two  months  since,  over  -tOOO  patients 
in  the  hospitals  of  Memphis,  Helena,  Miliken's  Bend, 
and  Toung-s  Point  before  Vicksburg,  and  not  six 
cases  of  ptylism.  He  saw  a  larger  amount  of  scurvy, 

and  it  is  this,  doubtless,  which  the  "  political  doctor*- 
army  inspectors  have  mistaken  for  mercurial  stoma- 
titis. 

There  are  gentlemen  here  who  have  made  extensive 
observations  in  eastern  hospitals,  and  in  those  of  the 
array  of  the  Potomac  as  sanitary  inspectors,  who  all 
concur  in  stating  that  they  have  seen  no  evidences 
whatever  of  the  abuse  of  the  condemned  remedies. 

The  Surgeon -General  states  that  innumerahU  cases 
of  mercurial  salivation  and  frequent  cases  of  gangrene 
have  been  brought  to  his  attention,  and  which  has 

led  him  to  strike  the  said  articles  from  the  '•'  Supply 

Table.- - 
It  is  due  to  science,  it  is  due  to  the  character  of 

our  profession,  that  he  should  publish  the  authors  of 
those  false  statements,  who  have  abused  his  confi- 

dence and  attempted  to  degrade  the  American  medi- 
cal profession  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  This  is 

another  item,  and  alas  that  it  has  had  such  eminent 
authorization,  upon  which  our  enemies  in  Europe 
will  seize,  to  prove  that  the  state  of  medical  science 
here  is  also  an  indication  of  a  low  civilization. 

The  medical  men  at  home  must  stand  by  those 
who  have  made  such  sacrifices  to  go  to  the  war  ; 
"  they  follow  in  the  battle-field  through  the  thickest 
of  the  fire,  not  to  aid  destruction  in  her  work,  but 
that  they  may  staunch  the  wounds  she  makes,"  and 
they  will  scarcely  be  thought  of  in  the  triumph  which 
the  nation  will  offer  to  its  successful  warriors.  Let 
us  at  least  take  care  of  their  reputation  so  far  as  we 
are  able.  They  feel  this  storm  upon  their  reputation 
as  intelligent  men  and  readers  of  ''modern  pathol- 

ogy." 

It  is  in  proof  here,  that  the  Surgeon-General  pro- 
claimed himself  against  these  remedies  some  years 

since,  and  it  is  therefore  inferred  that  his  order  is 
more  the  result  of  a  foregone  conclusion  than  of 
official  information. 

If  this  is  so,  how  improper  is  his  course  recently 
in  attempting  a  series  of  ex -parte  questions  to  obtain 
an  approval  of  his  order.  Let  me  remind  him  of  a 
line  in  Horace  : — MaU  venan  exanunant  omnis  corritp- 
t  us  judex. 

ON  SPECIALTIES. 
Editor  of  the  Medicax  and  Si  rgical  Reporter  : 

In  No.  354  of  the  Reporter  I  perceive  an  editorial 
on  "  specialties,"  on  which  I  would  beg  to  make  a few  remarks. 

It  is  true  that "  specialties  "  furnish  a  very  desirable 
field  foT  quacks  and  perhaps  tempt  the  educated 
physician  to  advertise  in  some  way.  Yet  the  ques- 

tion arises,  does  not  the  devotion  of  educated  medi- 
cal men  to  specialties,  possess  advantages  which  far 

overbalance  the  disadvantages  ? 
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It  is  an  unimpeachable  fact  ttiat  medicine  and 
surgery  have  become  a  vast  field  of  science  studded 
with  facts  and  aphorisms,  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
which  is  necessary  to  enable  any  one  practising  either 
of  these  great  branches  of  the  profession,  to  do  full 
justice  to  those  who  entrust  themselves  to  their  care. 
To  acquire  a  knowledge  of  all  that  is  valuable,  of  all 
discovered  facts  pertaining  to  every  branch  of  our 
profession  and  of  all  that  is  disclosed  by  continued 
research,  would  necessitate  a  perusal  of  volumes 
without  number,  and  occupy  a  physician's  lifetime, 
leaving  no  opportunity  to  put  the  theoretical  knowl- 

edge thus  gained  into  practice. 
Look  for  an  instant  at  the  vast  field  open  for  our 

instruction  and  study  in  percussion  and  auscultation, 
in  the  developements  made  by  the  oplrthalmoscope 
and  laryngoscope.  Can  it  be  possible  for  any  human 
being  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  these  sub- 

jects ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a  Graefe  could  grasp 
as  thorough  and  minute  an  intimacy  with  all  branches 
of  medicine  and  surgery  as  he  has  of  ophthalmology. 
Can  a  Flint  be  as  fully  acquainted  with  every  branch 
of  our  science,  as  he  is  with  auscultation  and  per- 

cussion, or  can  Mott  or  Carnochan  be  expected  to 
60  fully  understand  ophthalmology  and  auscultation 
as  those  do  ?  Or^are  Flint  and  Graefe  to  be  as  well 
informed  on  operative  surgery  ?  We  must  all  admit 
that  the  thorough  study  of  any  one  of  these  branches 
is  the  study  of  a  lifetime,  and  that  we  never  become 
masters  of  them,  even  then.  Where  so  many  are  in- 

dustriously developing  our  science,  how  can  we  un- 
derstand all  as  fully  as  each  does  his  allotted  subject 

of  research  ?  Would  not  our  patients  be  better  served 
and  our  profession  more  honored,  by  each  one  being 
master  of  his  branch  instead  of  being  Jack  of  all  and 
master  of  none. 

Every  man's  natural  taste  has  a  decided  influence 
upon  his  studies.  One  prefers  surgery,  another  ob- 

stetrics, a  third  the  diseases  of  infants,  and  each  one 
devotes  his  principal  study  to  the  branch  his  taste 
leads  him  to  prefer,  and  a  desire  for  research,  stimu- 

lated by  taste  and  ambition,  not  by  mercenary 
motives,  are  necessary  to  make  a  good  physician,  one 
destined  to  become  an  ornament  to  his  profession, 
and  a  benefactor  to  his  fellow  man. 

I  dor  not  by  any  means  desire  to  be  understood  as 
holding  too  light  a  regard  for  an  elementary  knowl- 

edge of  our  profession  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  deem  it 
necessary  that  all  should  be  thoroughly  educated, 
much  more  so  than  is  required  by  our  present  stand- 

ard of  medical  education.  Upon  such  a  foundation 
I  would  have  them  start,  and  after  mature  con- 
sidertion  have  each  one  select  a  branch  and  become 
as  thoroughly  master  of  it  as  his  range  of  studies 
and  investigation  will  permit.  If  he  does  so  with 
honorable  and  laudable  motives,  he  must  acquire 
such  a  knowledge  of  his  favorite  branch  as  will  in- 

sure him,  in  due  season,  an  ample  practice  and 
obviate  any  necessity  to  advertise. 

To  see  a  regular  physician's  "specialist"  adver- 
tisement is  a  sure  indication  that  he  has  not  practice 

guough,  if  any,  and  consequently  that  he  is  not  con- 
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sidered  as  thoroughly  conversant  with  his  specialty 
as  he  would  have  people  believe. 

To  publish  articles,  even  if  of  an  intensely  special 
character,  in  medical  journals,  I  can  only  consider 
as  proper  and  beneficial  to  the  profession,  and  were 
this  done  as  well  and  as  generally  as  in  Europe  it 
would  much  help  the  profession  and  heighten  the 
value  of  our  medical  literature.  It  would  be  far 
better  than  to  publish  so  many  hyperbolic  pamphlets 
and  books,  which  are  sure  to  get  into  unprofessional 
hands,  while  medical  journals  seldom  do. 

No  physician  having  any  respect  for  himself  will 
allow  a  reporter  of  the- press,  happen  to  witness  a 
"  splendid  operation,"  nor  publish  "  illustrated  pam- 

phlets "  to  physicians  only  ostensibly,  nor  as  before said  will  he  advertise. 
I  leave  these  few  thoughts  to  let  your  readers 

make  their  own  deductions. 
H.  Lassing,  M.  D. 

N'ew  York,  Sept.  Uth,  1863. 
 -»+-0^^  

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Assignments  of  Medical  Officers. 
The  following  assignments  of  medical  officers  have 

just  been  made  : 
Lieut-Colonel  E.  P.  Vollum,  U.  S.  A.,  stationed 

in  Washington,  D.  C,  will  report  in  person  to 
Major-General  Rosecrans  as  Medical  Director  of  the 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Peter  Price,  U.  S.  A.,  now 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  awaiting  orders,  will  report  for 
duty  as  Medical  Director  to  Major-General  Gillmore, 
commanding  Department  of  the  South. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Aug  C.  Hamlin,  U.  S.  A., 
now  on  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  will  re- 

pair to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  report  to  the  Medi- 
cal Inspector-General,  United  States  Army,  as  Medi- 
cal Inspector  of  the  Department  of  Washington. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Wilson,  U.  S.  A.,  upon 
completion  of  special  duty  in  the  Medical  Inspector- 
General's  office,  will  report  to  Major-General  Meade, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  Medical  Inspector  of  that 
army  ;  station,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  S.  Townsend,  U.  S.  A., 
now  on  leave  of  absence,  will,  on  the  expiration  of 
his  leave,  report  in  person  to  Assistant  Surgeon 
General  Wood,  at  St.  Louis,  for  assignment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W.  Stipp,  U.  S.  A., 

now  on  sick  leave,  will  report,  at  expiration  of  his 
leave,  to  Major-General  Banks,  Depanraent  of  the 
Gulf,  for  duty  as  Medical  Inspector  of  that  Depart- 

ment ;  station,  New  Orleans. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jori.v  L.  LaConte,  CT.  S.  A., 

now  on  duty  as  Medical  Inspector,  Dcjiartmont  of 
Missouri,  will  report  to  Major-General  Coi  cn,  com- 

manding Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  for  duty 
as  Medical  Inspector  of  that  Department ;  station, 
Philadelphia. 

New  Medical  Director  Appointed. 
Surgeon  John  Campbell,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been  ap- 

pointed Medical  Director,  of  the  Susquehanna  Dis- 
trict, which  includes  this  city,  in  place  of  Dr.  King, 

who  has  been  ordered  to  the  army  of  Gen.  Buknsidk. 
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Naval  Orders. 

Snrs:eon  Henuy  F.  McSherrt,  detached  from  the 
navv  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Assistaut  Snrireou  J.  C.  Spear,  ordered  to  the 
navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Army  Medical  Board. 

An  Army  Medical  Board  ■will  meet  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  15th  instant,  for  the  examination 
of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  Medical  Staff  of 
the  Regular  Army. 

The  Board  -svill  consist  of  Surgeons  J.  J.  B.  Wright, 
E.  H.  Abadie,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  H.  Bill, 
U.  S.  A. 
Applicants  must  be  between  21  and  30  years  of 

age,  and  physically  sound. 
"^Applications  must  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of War.  or  throu>rh  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army, 

stating  the  residence  of  the  applicant,  and  the  date 
and  place  of  his  bi)  th,  and  they  must  also  be  ac- 

companied by  respectable  testimonials  of  moral 
character. 

No  allowance  is  made  for  the  expenses  of  persons 
undergoing  the  examination,  as  it  is  an  indispensable 
prerequisite  to  appointment. 

There  arc  now  several  vacancies  in  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Regular  Army. 

Ordered  to  Join  their  Regiments. 
The  following  medical  officers  are  ordered  to  pro- 

ceed without  delay  to  join  their  regiments  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  : — 

Surgeon  W.  H.  Grominger,  Sixteenth  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry. 

Assistant  Surgeon  A.  F.  Herman,  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 

Assistant  Surgeon  A.  J.  Coles,  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Corps. 

Surgeon  J.  D.  Osborne,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Vo- lunteers. 
Assistant  Surgeon  II.  Gross,  Twenty-sixth  Penn- 

sylvania Volunteers. 
Assistant  Surgeon  J.  D.  Stcrbevant,  One-hun- 

dred-and-tbirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Mortality  in  the  Army. 

In  a  report  made  to  Acting  Surgeon-General 
Barnes,  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward,  Assistant  Surgeon 

,  U.  S.  A.,  it  is  stated  that  the  sickness  and  mortality 
of  the  Union  armies  duriuLT  the  first  year  of  the  re- 

bellion, up  to  .June  80,  IHOS,  was  less  than  in  our 
army  durinir  the  Mexican  war,  or  the  British  army  in tlic  Crimean  war. 

J  Sick  in  the  Hospitals. 
Eight  tliousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  pa- 

tients were  reported  in  the  military  hospitals  of  the 
Department  at  Washington  for  the  week  ending  the -JGih  insl. 

MARRIED. 

MrJfAtR— Pini.AJin.— By  Kpv.  A.  Slilland,  assiHtod  by  Rev. n.  h  K«M.r.  .1  iho  ro<.i<l<-iio-  of  Dr.  Miilimd,  WnHt  Troy,  N.  Y., 
'.n  Tifvlay.  Snpl  '.fltth.  IU;v.  W.  W.  iMcNair,  paHtor  of  the I*ro«lijrt..riHn  f')nirch.  of  Eau  Clalro,  Win.,  and  Miss  Joanetie A.  HhlUnd.  of  UVm  Troy 
TAf.MAOK— HL5T.  — In  Hrooklyn.  on  Wf-dnosday,  Sept.  23d, by  ll'>v.  K.  K.  L.  Taylor,  John  F.  Talina««s  M.  D.,  and  Maggie A.,  youDi,'«'»l  d»UKht<:r  of  Thorniw  Hunt,  Em^. 

DIED. 
If  A^nRBnR.— On  the  2Sth  ultimo.,  aft'ir  a  Bhort  IUdobh,  Maria Antoin'-lt*!  Xancrod.-,  n-llct  of  tho  lato  Dr.  N.  C.  Nancrcde,  in ihf.  ■I'«th  y»-ar  of  Ut-r  a^e. 
ProH.— At  W».»i  I'liiladclphla,  •addeoly,  on  the  24lh  of  Sep- emlx^r,  hr,  John  M.  I'ugh. 

METEOROLOGY. 

September 

~2"l. 

22, 23, 

24,     25,  1  26,  27. 
Wind  

Weather.. ..|: 

Depth  Rain... 

N.  W. 
Clear. 

N.  W. 
Clear, 

N.  E. Clear. 
White Frost. 

N.    N.  W. 
Clear. White  Clear. 

Frost,  
j 

1 

N.  W. 
Clear. High 

Wind. 

N.  W. Clear. 
High 

Wind. 

Thermometer 

At  S  A.  M  
At  12  M  
At  3  P.  M  

410 

55 
63 

67 

56.5; 

45° 

52 
57 

58 

53 

410 

51 
63 

64 54.7 

440 

56 
67 
67 58.5 

490 

58 
56 

58 

55.2 

40° 

49 
57 

58 

51 

36° 

47 60 
62 
51.2 

Barometer. 
At  12  M   

30.1 
30.4 30.6 30.2 30 30.1 

30.1 

Germantown,  Pa. B.  J.  Leedom. 

VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Popl'n,  (estimated.) Mortality. 
Male  
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Uflder  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Zy.motic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  .. 
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PRINCIPLES  AND  PEACTICE  OF  OBSTETEICS. 

Including  the  Signs,  Diagnosis,  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  and  Parturition,  together  with  the 

management  of  the  Lying-in  Woman  and  her  Infant. 
By  gunning  S.  BEDFORD,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 

j  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics  in  the  University 
I         of  New  York,  author  of  "Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  Illus- 
j  trated  by  four  Colored  Lithographic  Plates  and  ninety-nine  Wood  Engravings.  One 

superb  8vo.  volume  of  over  t70  pages.    Price  $4.50  by  mail,  free  of 
postage.    Third  Edition  carefully  revised  and  enlarged. 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  61  Walker  Street,  New  York. 

j  The  extraordinary  sale  of  this  work,  in  these  troublous  times,  is  far  beyond  the  most  sanguine 

||  hopes  of  the  Publisher,  having  passed  to  a  Third  Edition  in  the  brief  period  of  thirteen  months  from 
j  the  day  of  publication.  As  an  evidence  of  its  high  appreciation,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  it  has 
!!  already  been  adopted  as  the  Text-Book  on  obstetrics  in  twelve  of  our  Medical  Colleges.  The  follow- 

ing  extracts  will  indicate  its  enthusiastic  reception  by  tlie  Medical  Press,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

j        From  the  Nevj  York  American  31edical  Times. 
I  No  treatise  on  ob.«t  tries  has  ever  received  such  hi.^h  and  uuiversal 
ij  commeudation  by  the  Medical  Press  of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  In 
I  matter  and  arranjxement;  in  phiIo.sopbic  views,  in  elegance  as  well  as  elo- 
'  quence  nf  expres.^iou.  there  is  no  work  in  the  Engli^h  language  on  the 
,!  same  subject  which,  in  our  judgment,  can  compare  with  it.  Dr.  Bedford's \  former  work  on  tlie  ••Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  which  received 

the  high  honor  of  a  translation  into  the  French  and  German  languages, 
had  already  placed  him  among  the  most  successful  authors  in  this  depart- ment. 

!j       From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
II  Dr.  Bedford  has  explored  the  whole  of  his  ground  in  a  thorough  lumi- 
i'  nous  and  s,\  steuiatic  manner.  It  is  a  national  work, and  should  therefore, I  become  the  text-book  in  the  medical  colleges  of  tlie  United  States.  It  is, 
l|  indeed,  a  b  ok  of  unsurpassed  ability.  The  friends  of  Dr.  Bedford's  volutne '  are  not  only  of  his  own  hou.-ehobi,  bat  foreign  nations  have  adopted  the products  of  his  mind.  No  one  who  reads  this  book  can  be  surprised  at 
i  the  large  praise  extended  to  it  by  some  of  the  very  best  foreign  reviews 
jj    and  journals. 

From  the  New  York  American  Medical  Monthly. 
\  We  have  read  this  book  from  the  first  page  to  the  last,  and,  truly,  it  is  an 
'\  honor  to  our  country.  The  work,  the  more  we  studi'  it,  leads  us  the  more I  to  appreciate  the  amount  of  research  and  labor  expended  upon  its  produc- 

tion. We  may  proudly  compare  it  with  any  similar  foreign  publication. 
The  greatest  fault  we  can  find  with  the  volume  is,  not  that  any  portion  of 
it  is  bad,  but  that  some  parts  are  ,so  superlatively  exctUeut  that  even  the 
brilliancy  of  others  is  obscured.  Ilereatter,  whether  as  student  or  practi 
tioner,  the  obstetrician  will  need  no  other  book,  as  instructor,  guide,  or 
authority,  than  Bedford's  '•  Principles  and  Practice." 

I     From  the  Philada.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
We  have  read  no  work  on  this  suVjeet  for  many  years  with  so  much 

unalloyed  pleasure  and  profit.  The  style  is  plain,  fresh — welling  up  from 
au  exuberant  fountain — compact.  The  whole  book  exhibits  the  careful 
preparation  of  the  suc.-es<ful  Toacher.  The  plan  and  arrangement  of  the 
Work  are  at  once  comprehensive,  systematic,  complete — and  fully  posted 
to  the  existing  state  of  the  science." 

From  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal. 
The  work  is  so  good  and  so  far  excels  the  generality  of  text  books  on 

obstetrics,  that  we  wish  our  readers  lo  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of  its 
(  soundness,  n  adableness  and  worth.  AVe  ran,  taeref>re,  give  Ur.  Bedfoid's 

volume  no  higher  pr.dse  than  tii  say  it  is  remarkable  among  its  cotempo- 
rarie.-s,  for  soundness  in  j-cientific  views,  readableness  as  a  literary  compo- sition, and  worthy  as  a  guide  of  practice. 

From  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 
It  was  with  considerable  interest  that  we  opened  the  imposing  volume, 

which  Dr.  Bndf /rd  has  given  to  the  world.  It  ha-;  cau.-^ed  its  author  many 
an  hour  of  th.iuj:ht  and  toil,  which  would  otherwi,-e,  perliaps,  have  con.>-ti- 
tuted  the  leisure  of  a  bu.sy  life.  We  have  read  the  work  with  great 
pleasure,  and,  as  a  practical  guide,  it  is  unsurpassed. 

From  the  British  American  Journal,  Montreal. 
j  We  congratulate  Dr.  Bedford  on  the  success  he  has  achieved.  It  is 
j  more  than  asucces.s — it  is  a  triumph.  Ilis  book  comes  st>asi/nably  in,  and 
J     Siipjilie.-,  a  want,  as  regards  minuteness  of  practical  detail,  in  which  otiier works  on  this  suljrct  were  dehcient,  excelling  possibly,  but  certainly rivaling  the  great  Treatise  of  Kamsbotham. 

From  the  Canada  Lancet,  Montreal. 
We  do  not  wimder  at  Bedford's  ''I'vinciples  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics'' being  adopted  by  f-o  many  colleges  as  a  Text  Book  ;  it  would  rather  have 

surprisid  us  had  tl,ey  not  done  so.  We  congratulate  the  author  on  hi." Weil-merited  sncci'ss. 

From  the  London  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Ckir.  Review. 
This  book  is  a  complete,  sy.stematic  and  practical  treatise  upon  obstet- 

rics, brought  up  to  the  e.xisting  state  of  science,  and  embracing  the  anat- 
omy, physiology,  and  signs  and  diseases  of  pn-gnancy,  parturition,  and 

childbed.  All  these  subjects,  with  the  physiological  disnuL-itions  arising 
out  of  some  of  them,  are  di.scussed.  Assuredly,  so  comprehen.-<ive  a  course 
was  never,  perhaps,  before  given.  The  volume  is  evident  y  the  result  of 
great^abor  and  research,  and  contains  avast  deal  of  information,  and 
that  of  a  recent  kind,  upou  all  suhject.s  connected  directly  or  indirectly with  obstetric  medicine. 

From  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 
The  author  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  having  produced  a 

national  work  of  such  unequivocal  value.  It  is  systematic  without  being 
cramped  or  rigid;  it  is  comprehensive  without  being  tedious  ;  it  is  learned 
and  exact  without  being  pedantic  and  finical.  We  predict  that  the  vast 
labor,  extensive  research,  enthusiasm  and  ability,  which  Dr.  Bedford  has 
lavished  on  this  book  will  give  it  the  very  first  place  in  the  estimation  of 
the  profession. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 
This  treatise  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  physician  and  student  in 

the  land.  It  has  no  superior,  and  faw,  if  any  equal.-,  in  any  country. 
Progress  is  pLunl3'  written  on  every  page.  The  author  has  presented  us an  originality,  which  is  quite  refreshing  in  these  days  of  tiuulieyism  and imitation. 

From  the  Chicago  31edical  Examiner. 
Dr.  Bedford  has  presented  the  profession  with  a  very  superior  work,  and 

we  are  deceived  if  we  be  not  universally  sustaint-d  in  this  opinion.  It 
will  be  to  tlie  American  practitioner  an  interesting  as  well  as  a  profitable 
companion.  As  an  Amnrican  work  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  most  cordially recommend  it  as  the  Text  Book  on  Obstetrics. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Medical  and  Surgical  News. 
Dr.  Bedfo'  d's  book  has  had  an  unparalleled  success  which  speaks  volumes for  the  intelligence  of  the  profession,  as  the  author,  we  think,  has  given 

us  a  work  of  more  intrinsic  value  than  any  other  on  the  same  subject 
now  in  existence.  Any  interruption  while  reading  it  is  an  annoyance, 
and  we  return  to  the  mental  feast  as  the  hungry  child  to  its  i  ,terceptt>d meal.  The  physician  who  does  not  procure  a  copy  of  this  admirable  bcwk, 
and  read  it,  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  a  treat,  but  should  l>e  considered 
behind  the  times. 
From  the  Phila.  North  Amer.  Medico-Chir.  Revieiv. 
The  skilful  obstetrician  wields  a  ready  pen  on  every  page.  The  book  in 

a  complete  treati-e  on  the  subject  it  di.-cusse.s,  and  is  very  full  in  matters 
which  are  but  lightly  dwelt  upon  in  works  ou  obstetrics. 

From  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
A  book  of  unsurpassed  excellence;  we  know  of  no  treiti.se  in  which  the 

vast  subject  of  .scientific  and  practical  obstetrics  lias  been  so  thorougly 
discussed.    It  is  the  best  work  on  ob.-tetrics  in  the  English  language. 

From  the  Berkshire  Medical  Journal. 
This  book  comes  from  a  high  source.  Dr.  Bedford  stands  before  the 

profession  with  authority  in  bis  department.  His  wcrk  ili^plays.  ns  would 
be  expected  from  such  a  source,  a  th  iroujih  acquaintance  with  the  litera- 

ture .  f  the  sulject,  past  and  present,  down  to  \)h-  very  latest  expedients, 
and  the  exten.-ive  practical  kuowlodgo  of  a  popular  obstetrician. 
From  the  N.  Y.  North  Amcr.  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 
■  This  book  deals  with  accumulated  facts,  and  profound  genemlization.o, 

in  which  none  but  the  clearest  intelbvt  and  tlie  most  critical  ob.servcr 
can  be  perfectly  at  home  in  fullness  of  detail,  lucidity  of  nrrangement, 
and  philosophical  analysis.  Dr.  Bedford's  volume  will  lomr  stand  as  a model  work,  and  will  become  the  fuvorite  text-book  in  the  schools,  aa  well 
as  the  most  valued  guide  of  the  practitioner. 
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iJemonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  of  the  Session  will  begin'on  the  second  Monday  of  Octo- ber and  close  on  the  first  of  March. 
One  Introductory  will  be  delivered  to  the  Course. 
Clinical  Instruction  is  given  throughout  the  Session,  in  the  Medical 

Hall,  by  the  Professors,  and  at  the  Hospitals.  At  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital,  containing  .571  beds,  instruction  is  free. 

Military  Surgery  and  Hygiene  will  be  fully  taught  by  the  appropriate chairs. 
The  Dissecting  Rooms,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Professor  of 

Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator,  are  open  from  tlie  middle  of  September. 
The  Room  for  Operative  Surgery  and  the  Application  of  Bandages, 

iiC,  is  open  early  in  September  and  throughout  the  Session,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Fees. — For  the  Lectures  (each  Professor  $15),  $105  ;  Matriculation  Fee (paid  once  only),  $5 ;  Graduation  Fee,  $30. 
R.  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 

University  Building. 
SAMtJEL  Price,  Janitor, 

University  Building. 
P.  S.— Board  may  be  had  at  from  $2.50  to  $6  per  week.  Im— 355 

COMMUTATIONS.-The  following  works  will  be  fur- 
ni-^hfd  at  the  reduced  rales  indicated,  to  subscribers  who  pay  the 

full  amount  in  advance  :  Price  of  both separately. 
The  Reporter  and  the  London  Lancet,  (republished 

••■"^'ihly)  $6  00      $8  00 
"  tloniburger's  Journal  of  Opthal- rnoloyy,  (Bi-monthly)   4  50        5  00 
"          "         and    liraithwaitb's   Retrospect,  (semi- annual)  a  GO        5  50 
"  "  and  Von  Duben's  Microscopial  Diagnosis,  3  60        4  GO and  Pliytslcians'  Hand-Bonk  of  Practice for  IhtA.  Townseiid,  N.  Y.  The  name 

stamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  85        4  25 
"  and  LiudKay  and  Blackiston's  Visiting Li-it,  IStM— 25  patients,  tucks—the  name 

Blamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  80        4  00 

NERVOUS   DEAFNESS.    Its   Nature,  Causes,  and 
Trr-atinent.  Trani.lairrd  fn-m  ihe  French  (,1  "  Diu  heniic,  ' with  addi- 

t.  By  LArKK.t'  E  TcK.tiii  LL  M.  I).,  of  IM.ila.b  li.l.ia,  Aural  .^urgcon 
I  <  Howard  Ho).pttal,  4c.,  Ac.  One  Volume,  I'Jmo.,  i)p.  li:»,  Illustraled with  Wood  Eograviugs. CONTENTS. 
Pby<i>oIoglcjil  Action  of  the  Proc(»M  of  Localized  Faradization  applied  to tli«  Tr'-afrncnl  of  NervouH  I)<7afn»"«H. 
Part.  I).-ir.f.iiHtraf!n/f  the  Thcrapotilic  Value  of  "  Dncherinc'H  Motliod." 
t>.r..  I  7 1!  '.n  of  the  Motor  MuhcIch  of  the  Small  Bones  and  of  tlio  Chorda 

'I  yuii  ;i nl. 
Ti.«i  Aj.jii  .' .iiion  of  Ix>rall7.ed  Faradization  to  HyHtorlc  DcafneHH,  Deaf- d»;m  from  lh»!  uh*;  of  Hulphale  of  Quinine.  DeafnenH  connfcutlve  to 

the  confin'i«-'I  Krnpllvo  Ff-vorM,  rcwUtlnK  all  previouH  Ircatmont  and from  t«  n  to  twenty  y»'ar«  diiration. 
Oh*«  rvat-,nH  by  L.  Turnbull.  M.  !>.,  Deflnltion  of  NervoUH  DoafnoRS, 

'  ̂.  .-<  .  ;njd  Fr<-'jiif!iiry  of  thi!  I)!«.<-a«o.  l'hy«ioIo^'y,  J'alhology,  .-ynip- t  fii*.  I>iaKno<ii»,  rr<>K'noi(l»(,  arcl  Tn-Htrn'-nl. 
F'.r  nai'!  Hi  iJi«r  ofllrfl  of  iho  KKfORTKK,  JV.  K,  dr.  Sovonth  and  Kannom 

•(re«t«,  and  by  LindKay  k  I{laki«ton,  No,  '2.1  Houlli  Sixth  iitrcet. PKICK  THIHTV-KIOMT  CKNT.S. 
Th«  book  will  bo  Kent  to  any  addrew,  potttago  jaid,  on  receipt  of 

pric«. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUK- GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D.  S., Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  PKIRCE,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  S.  FORBES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 

and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 
During  October  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  0!inical  Lecture 

delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professoi-s,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furnished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction. 
Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demenstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Matri- culation Fee,  $5.    Diploma  Fee,  $3t). 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Dean, 
349-6m.  501  N.  Seventh  St.,  Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — FIRST ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863-64. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  KiNGSBtTRY,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry. 
Thos.  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQiTiLLEN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flagg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
Henry  Morton,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  and  pre- 
liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  day 

during  the  month  of  October;  the  lecture  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  teaching.  The  regular Course  of  Instruction  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
and  continue  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  February. 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extensive  and  valuable 
collections  of  Anatomical,  Pathological  and  Mineralogical  specimens, 
and  the  Philosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  of  the 
various  Chair.?,  and  every  opportunity  will  be  aftbrded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Laboratory  for  obtaining  a  praciicai  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentistry. 

Fees. — Matriculation  (paid  but  once\  $5  ;  Tickets  for  the  Course,  in- 
cluding the  Demonstrators',  $100;  Diploma,  $30. For  further  particulars,  address 

J.  il.  McQUILLEN,  Dean, 
347-6m  1112  A7-ch  Street,  Philadelphia. 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPJEDICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS,  etc.— D.  W.  KOLBE,  32  and  34  South  Ninth 

Street,  next  door  to  the  University  of  Penn'a,  Philadelphia,  manufac- lures  to  order  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of 
SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  only  of  the  best  quality  and  most  approved 
pattern.  Attention  is  called  to  his  ORTIIOP^DICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
Many  years  of  indefatigable  labor  and  extensive  experience  has  earned 
him  the  patronage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  in 
general.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  no  establishment  in  this 
country  or  abroad  has  attained  to  such  perfecfion  in  this  important  de- partment. His  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS  are  made  in  strict  accordance 
with  arfatomical  facts,  and  their  construction  is  entirely  different, 
ligliter,  and  yet  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- tion, address  the  manufacturer.  Army  and  Navy  Officers,  Hospitals, 
and  the  trade  in  general,  supplied  on  reasonable  terms.  Orders  by  mail 'pronvptly  filled. 

Refku'encks:— All  the  eminent  surgeons  of  this  city.  337 
SAMUEL  S.  WHITE  (Successor  to  Jones  &  White), 

n.anufiicluinr  of  TORCELAIN  TEETH  and  DENTISTS'  MATERI- ALS, Gold  and  Tin  Foils,  Dental  Instruments,  Gold  and  Silver  Plate, 
Operating  Chairs,  Corundum  Wheels,  Lathes,  Furnaces,  Rolling-Milhs, 
Blow-Pi  pes,  and  ail  other  articles  used  by  the  Profession.  SUllGICAL 
INSTKUMKNTS,  of  tho  best  quality,  in  cases  or  single,  as  may  be  de- 
Hired,  Hup])lif"d  to  order,  consisting  of  Lithotomy,  Amputating,  Trepan- 

ning. ObNtotrical,  and  Dissecting  Instruments.  Catalogues  sent  on  ap- plication.   AImo,  ])iihliHlier  of  tho 
DENTAL  COSMOS:  A  Monthly  Record  of  Dental Science.  Devoted  to  tho  interests  of  the  Profession.  Edited  by  J. 
1).  White,  M.D.,  D  D.S,,  J.  H.  McQqillen,  D.D.S  ,  Geo.  J.  Zieuler, 
M.D.  Term.s  per  annum,  in  advance,  $2.50.  Specimen  numbers  sent 
on  application. 

Dki'oth — .'j2S  Arch  ntreet,  Philadelphia;  658  Broadway,  New  York  ; lO  TremoDt  Row,  Boston;  102  Randolph  street,  Chicago.  345 
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Published  Wefkly,  at  115  South  Seventh  St.,  near  Chestnut,  Philada. 
Editor,  S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. 

-Original  Communi- 
-Medical  Society  Reports. 

IPL^XsT    OIP    TKE  "W0:R.BC. 
OmGIKAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Original  Lectures  on  Special  Departments  of  Medicine  and  Surgery- 
cations — Hospital  Reports  of  this  and  other  Cities 

EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Weekly  Periscope,  Domestic  and  Foreign — Reviews  and  Book  Notices — Editorial  Articles 

— Notes  and  Comments — Correspondence — 'Army  and  Navy  News  and  Miscellany. 
Each  number  contains  24  SUPER-ROTAL  OCTAVO  PAGES.,  printed  with  clear  type  on  good 

paper.     (In  consequence  of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  paper  and  printing,  we  are  for  a  time 
running  below  our  usual  size.)    There  are  tivo  -volumes  a  year,  commencing  with 

January  and  July.     Index  and  Title  Page  accompany  each  volume. 

The  REPORTER  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Profession,  and  is  absolutely  INDEPENDENT  of  any 
party  or  selfish  interest.     We  intend  that  our  readers  shall  find  it  a  practical  and  reliable  exponent 

of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  all  their  departments,  and  we  confidently  look  to  the 
Profession  for  their  countenance  and  support.    Communications,  Essays,  Items 

of  Intelligence,  Biographical  Sketches,  etc.,  are  respectfully  solicited. 
Terms  of  Subscription — $3  per  annum,  or  $1.50  per  6  mos.,  invariably  in  advance. 

Specimen  numbers  furnished  gratis. 

Single  jN  umbers. 
The  price  of  single  numbers  is  Ten  Cents.  Those  wishing 

extra  numbers  of  current  issues,  or  back  numbers  to  complete 
volumes  for  binding,  can  obtain  them  by  enclosing  to  us  the 
PEICB  and  STAMP  to  prepay  the  postage. 

Missing  Numbers. 
Where  numbers  have  not  been  received,  but  have  been  cor- 

rectly mailed,  we  will  supply  others  without  charge,  if  applica- tion is  made  within  three  months  from  date  of  such  numbers,  and 
stamps  be  enclosed  to  prepay  postage.  If  the  fault  lies  with  us 
they  will  always  be  replaced  gratis. 

Back  Volumes. 
We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  back  volumes  of  the  Reporter 

since  its  commencement  as  a  weekly  in  1858.  -We  will  furnish 
them  unbound  at  the  subscription  price,  one  dollar  and  a  half  per 
volume,  or  bound  at  two  dollars  and  a  quarter.  These  will  make 
a  handsome  and  valuable  addition  to  a  library.  We  can  still 
make  up  a  fcv,'  complete  sets  of  the  weekly,  containing  nine VOLUMES,  or  six  thousand  one  HDNDRED  and  ElttHTEEN 
PAGES. 

Wanted. 
Subscribers  having  any  of  the  following  numbers  to  spare,  will 

confer  a  favor,  and  likewise  be  credited  on  tJieir  running  sub- 
sciiptions,  with  such  as  they  may  return  us. 
Vols.  I,  II,  III  &  IV.    All  the  numbers. 
Vol.  V.  No.  I,  Oct.  6,  '60  j  No.  19,  P'eb.  9,  '61. 

VI.  Nos.  18,  19,  Aug.  1,  10,  '61. 
"    VII.  Nos.  I,  z,  6,  Oct.  5,  12,  Nov.  9, '61, ;  Nos.  10  to  2j, 

Dec.  7,  '61,  to  March  8,  '65. «    VJII.  Nos.  17,  18,  19,  22,  23,  -July  26,  Aug.  2,  9,  30, 
Sept.  6,  '62. IX.  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  13  &  14,  17  &  18,  Nov.  8, 15,  22,  '62, 
Dec.  27,  '62  &  Jan.  3,  '63,  Jan.  24  &  31,  '63. Answers  to  Correspondents. 

We  are  glad  to  give  any  information  in  our  pov/er,  in  our 
Answers  to  Correspondeyits;  also  to  superintend  the  purchasing  of 
Books,  Instruments,  etc.,  and  to  see  that  they  are  carefully  Ex- 

pressed to  subscribers. 
Subscribers'  Address. Subscribers  should  be  PARTICULAR  to  give  us  their  AD- 

^  DRESS  IN  FULL,  and  in  changing  their  location,  should  in- 
form us  where  they  have  been  residing,  as  well  as  where  they change  to. 

Agents. 
J.  HULME,  J.  ROWE  SMITH,  S.  D.  ALLEN,  and  H.  P 

THROOP,  are  nov/  traveling  in  their  respective  fields  j  they  are 
in  every  respect  to  be  relied  on,  and  their  rSceipt  will  be  acknow- 

ledged by  us.    Changes  in  this  list  should  be  noticed. 
Special  Notice. 

Our  agents  are  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions,  and  collect 
from  old  subscribers,  in  accordance  with  the  published  terms.  To 
prevent  mistakes,  subscribers  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  re- 

ceipt given  by  the  agent,  a  receipt  from  this  office.  If  this  is 
not  received  in  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  number  after  the  pay- 

ment is  made,  subscribers  will  please  notify  us.  1 
Commutations. 

We  will  furnish  The  London  Lancet,  Braithwatte's 
Retrospect,  and  Von  Ditben's  Microscopical  Diagno- sis, at  reduced  rates,  if  subscribed  for  in  connection  with  the 
Reporter.  The  price  of  the  Lancet  is  $5  ;  Reporter  and 
Lancet,  for  one  year,  $6.  Braithwaite,  $2.50;  Reporter  and 
Braithv/aite,  $5.  Von  Duben,  $1;  Reporter  and  Von  Duben, 

$3.60. Eates  of  Advertising, I  ins. ....  $2 ....  4 ....  7 
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I  ins.  in  2  weeks,  i  year  
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DEFECTIVE  AND  IMPAIRED  VISION, 
With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in 

their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment.  | 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D.,  j 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Howard  Hospital,  &c. 

(Continued  from  p.  307.)  j 

For  several  years  we  have  employed  the  oph-  | 
thalmoscope  of  Coccius,  as  modified  by  Anag- 
nostakis,  but  more  recently  that  of  Liebreich 
as  seen  in  Fig.  2.    It  is  a  small,  slightly  circular 
concave  metallic  mirror  mounted  on  a  handle,  and 
pierced  centrally  with  a  much  smaller  hole  than  i 
that  generally  made  in  the  glass  mirrors.  Being 
of  metal,  an  accidental  fall  does  not  break  it,  and 
the  smallness  of  the  hole  diminishes  to  a  minimum 

the  amount  of  central  shadow  in  the  illumination,  j 
that  results  from  the  absence  of  the  reflecting  sur-  ' 

Fig 

used  for  the  microscope,  is  required  for  view- 
ing the  interior  of  the  eye  ;  I  employ  a  gas  lamp 

with  a  Goddard  burner,  with  a  light  blue  chimney, 
made  by  Cornelius  &  Co.  The  best  arrangement 
that  I  have  seen  for  illumination  is  that  at  the 

"Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,"  Moorfields. 
It  is  an  Argand  burner  with  very  fine  apertures, 
and  has  a  piece  of  fine  wire  gauze  fitted  to  the 
bottom,  which  subdivides  the  draught  into  a  great 
number  of  small  currents,  which  makes  it  very 
uniform.  A  short  glass  chimney,  tinted  blue,  is 
preferable  ;  a  tall  one  produces  too  rapid  a  draught. 
The  burner  is  fitted  to  a  double  jointed  arm  which 
can  be  raised  or  lowered  and  moved  from  side  to 
side.  The  eye  of  the  patient  must,  be  screened 
from  the  direct  rays  by  a  small  blackened  tin 
shield  fixed  to  the  burner. 

If  the  pupil  of  the  patient  is  dilated  or  very  di- 
latable, no  artificial  means  need  be  employed  to 

produce  it,  but  if  a  very  thorough  examination  is 
required  and  the  patient  is  past  middle  age,  more 
especially  if  the  examination  is  behind  the  iris, 
belladonna  or  its  salts  must  be  resorted  to  by 
2. 

face  from  the  centre  of  the  mirror. 
A  clip  for  holding  a  small  convex  or 
concave  lens  is  hinged  to  the  frame 
of  the  mirror  and  folds  against  its 
back.  Two  larger  convex  lenses  of 
two  and  two  and  a  half  inches  focal 
lengths,  are  usually  supplied  with 
this  ophthalmoscope,  and  the  whole 
is  packed  in  a  strong  portable  case, 
and  all  made  by  Mr.  ̂ olbe  of  this 
city. 

In  using  any  of  the  forms  of  the 
ophthalmoscope  the  room  should 
be  darkened,  and  we  can  only, em- 

ploy the  artificial  light  a  candle 
produces  too  faint  an  illumination. 
A  steady  lamp  flame,  like  that 

placing  a  small  quantity  of  the  soft  extract  around 
the  brow  the  night  previous,  or  placing  within  the 
eyelids  a  few  drops  of  a  solution: 

Atropia  sulpliatis,  gr.  }4 — j. 
Aqure  destil.  £5.  M. 

M.  ft  solut. 
This  is  to  be  used  a  few  minutes  before  the  ex- 

amination. No  beginner  should  attempt  to  ex- 
amine the  eye  even  in  health,  without  the  use  of 

the  atropia.  It  will  be  well  to  state  to  the  patient 
that  after  the  examination  the  vision  will  be  im- 

paired for  one  or  two  days  ;  state  that  this  is  not 
owing  to  the  examination,  or  use  of  the  ophthalmo- 

scope, which  they  are  apt  to  think  is  the  cause. 
In  some  it  produces  much  disturbance  to  the  pa- 

tient's vision,  a  solution  of  opium  in  the  form  of  the 
watery  extract,  dropped  into  the  eye  will  soon 
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[Vol.  X. cause  contraction,  or  an  opium  plaster  applied  to 
the  temple  will  relieve  it. 
From  recent  and  careful  experiments  of  Dr. 

Haydex,*  he  proves  the  following  facts:  that  bel- 
ladonna dilates  the  pupil  by  inducing  a  state  of 

active  contraction  of  its  dilator  muscles  through 
tlie  sympathetic,  and  that  opium  causes  its  con- 

traction by  stimulating  its  constrictor  muscle 
through  the  third  or  motor  oculi  nerve. 

"'The  force  which  presides  over  active  accom- 
modation is  derived  from  the  cerebro- spinal  system  : 

the  other,  which  holds  under  its  control  the  tensor 
of  the  circular  fibres,  is  the  ganglionic  system,  on 
which  opium  and  belladonna  act  with  opposite 
eflFects,  the  former  paralyzing  them  and  the  latter 
exciting  them.  We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  contraction  of  the  radiated  fibres  corres- 

ponds to  relaxation  of  accommodation  as  paralysis 
does  to  the  maximum  convexity  of  the  lens. 

"The  tensor  muscle  of  the  choroid,  like  the 
iris,  is  composed  of  a  crown  of  radiated  fibres,  im- 

planted by  their  internal  extremity  upon  a  circle 
formed  of  circular  fibres  in  the  manner  of  sphinc- 

ters. The  radiated  fibres  placed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  sympathetic,  contract  in  both  organs 

under  the  reflex  action  of  the  sympathetic  or  by 
the  action  of  belladonna.  Opium,  on  the  contrary, 
paralyzes  them  as  does  the  division  of  the  superior 
fillet  of  the  cervoid  ganglion,  thus  evincing  the 

action  of  sphincters." 
The  experiments  of  Orfila  have  shown  that 

persons  who  have  died  from  the  effects  of  bella- 
donna, the  cerebro-spinal  centre  and  its  investing 

membranes  are  in  a  state  of  extreme  vascular  con- 
gestion. But  we  know  now  that  belladonna  may 

act  as  an  excito-motor  stimulant  when  applied  to 
the  eye,  without  at  all  giving  rise  to  congestion  of 
the  ocular  vessels.  It  would  appear  that  whether 
applied  to  the  periorbital  and  palpebral  integu- 

ment?^ or  on  the  conjunctiva,  it  acts  invariably 
upon  the  sympathetic  supplied  to  the  radiating 
muscular  fibres  of  the  iris,  through  the  branches 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  distributed  on  those  sur- 

faces as  its  incident  medium. 
The  Calabar  Bean. 

Next  in  inii)Ortance  to  the  use  of  opium  in  pro- 
ducing eir«,*cts  exactly  opposite  to  those  induced  by 

belladonna  or  atropia,  is  the  Calabar  bean  or  its 
alkaloid.  Tho  first  notice  of  its  effects  was  by  Dr. 
RoBi5f-o5,t  of  I'Miiiburg,  who  states  that  his  friend 
Dr.  FnAZER  infonned  liim  that  he  had'seen  con- 

tractions of  the  pupil  result  from  the  local  appli- 

♦  DubllD  Qiiarlftrly  Journal,  Augunt,  186.'J— p.  5U.'i4.  Hay- 
don  on  PolMjDlnK  with  Atropia  n<-]]Hdonna  and  on  the  mode 
of  action  of  Belladonna,  af;c<jrding  to  (iraefo.  Ophthalmic 
Jonmal  So.  .'>,  p.  2f>S. 

t  Edinhnrtfh  Mfllrnl  Journal  and  BoHton  ilrdlcfd  and  Sur- 
yictd  Journal,  April  2,  1860,  p.  178. 

cation  of  an  extract  of  the  ordeal  hean  of  Calabar. 
He  resolved  to  investigate  the  action  of  the  sub- 

stance upon  himself,  and  with  some  difficulty  ob- 
tained the  beans  from  which  he  made  an  alcoholic 

extract  of  various  strengths  ;  the  strongest  was  such 
that  one  minim  of  it  corresponded  to  four  grains 
of  the  bean.  The  results  obtained  from  his  first 
experiments  were,  that  the  Calabar  bean  acted  first 
on  the  accommodation  of  the  eye,  causing  indis- 

tinct vision  of  distant  objects  to  such  an  extent 
that  all  objects  beyond  eight  inches  from  the  eye, 
appeared  dim  and  indistinct,  but  was  relieved  by 
the  use  of  concave  glasses.  The  next  marked 

efi'ect  produced  was  contraction  of  the  pupil,  its 
diameter  being^reduced  from  two  lines  to  half  a 
line.  He  further  proved  by  a  second  series  of  ex- 

periments, that  it  possesses  the  power  of  counter- 
acting the  eflects  of  atropia,  resembling  opium  in 

this  particular.  He  thinks  the  most  feasible  ex- 
planation of  the  action  of  tlie  Calabar  bean  on  the 

eye  is  to  regard  it  as  a  stimulant  to  the  ciliary 

nerves.  It  is  applicable  in  all  instances  where- 
atropia  is  used  to  render  the  examination  of  the 
the  eye  more  perfect  or  more  simple.  This  in- 

cludes two  r]'-i.-;5es  of  cases;  those  in  which  di- 
latation or  i  ue  pupil  is  either  necessary  or  desirable 

to  aid  ophthalmoscopic  examination,  and  those  in 
which  paralysis  of  the  ciliary  muscle  is  neces- 

sary, in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  eye.  He  also  advises  its  use 

in  cases  of  retinitis  with  photophobia,  ulceration 
at  the  margin  of  the  cornea  leading  to  perforation, 
or  even  when  prolapsus  of  the  iris  has  just  oc- 

curred, as  well  as  in  cases  where  the  iris  has  a 
tendency  to  protrude  through  a  corneal  wound, 
but  as  yet  he  had  but  little  opportunity  to  test  it 
practically,  which  was  soon  done  by  Mr.  Thojias 
NuNNELEY,*  of  Leeds,  who  obtained  a  supply  of  tlie 
extract  dissolved  in  glycerine  and  at  once  availed 
himself  of  its  power  over  the  concentric  fibres  of 
the  iris,  by  which  he  observes  the  pupil  may  be 
reduced  in  size  to  a  mere  speck,  and  the  whole 
surface  of  the  iris  put  upon  the  stretch ;  the  di- 

rection of  the  force  being  from  the  circumference 
towards  the  centre  of  the  membrane.  The  most 
important. applicatidfi  was  to  wounds  of  the  cornea 
and  sclerotic  with  prolapsing  iris,  either  the  result 
of  injury  or  in  operations  by  the  surgeon.  Many 
plans  have  been  suggested  for  disengaging  the 
prolapsed  iris,  which,  though  occasionally  success- 

ful, far  more  commonly  fail.  It  occurred  to  Mr. 
NuN.NELKY  that  if  the  iris  could  be  kept  for  some 
hours  on  the  full  stretch,  by  the  almost  entire 
contra<;tion  of  the  pupil,  it  would  not  prolapse, 
and  thus  the  corneal  wound  might  heal  by  the  first 
intention.    The  result  of  two  cases  in  which  he 

*  Lancet  and  Dublin  Medical  Press,  July  29,  1863,  p.  111. 
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employed  tlie  bean  is  most  satisfactory,  aud  would 
quite  justify  the  belief  that  if  the  case  is  seen  im- 

mediately after  the  infliction  of  the  injury,  before 
prolapsus  has  taken  place  or  even  though  this  has 
happened,  before  adhesion  has  occurred,  the  iris 
may  be  kept  out  of  the  wound  and  this  will  then 
heal  as  after  a  surgical  wound.  The  two  cases 
reported  were  as  unfavorable  as  possible,  and  the 
results  have  been  far  better  than  he  could  have 
anticipated. 

UITNECESSAEY"   AMPUTATION    OF  THS 
IiEa—TBTA]NrUS— DEATH. 

Washington,  D.  C.  May  13,  1863. 

J.  V.  P.  QUACKEXBUSH,  M,  D,, 
Surgeon-General  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York  : 

Sir:  Friday  morning  last  I  was  invited  by  a 
nephew  of  Senator  Wilkinson,  of  Minnesota,  to 
call  at  the  National  Hotel,  in  this  city,  to  see 
Colotuel  Newman,  of  the  31st  New  York  volun- 

teers, who  had  reached  there  from  the  battle-field, 
wounded.  I  called  about  9  o'clock  A.  M.  No 
physician  had  been  there  ;  none  had  seen  him 
since  his  arrival  from  the  battle-field.  I  found 
that  he  had  been  wounded  in  the  left  foot  by  a 
grape  shot,  on  Sunday,  the  3d  of  May.  The  ball 
had  passed  obliquely  upward  from  the  left  side  of 
the  foot,  crushing  the  anterior  part  of  the  tarsus 
and  lodging  just  under  the  skin,  but  not  involving 
the  ankle  joint.  The  ball  had  been  removed,  as 
the  Colonel  told  me,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours 
after  the  injury  was  received.  The  surgeons,  in- 

cluding the  Division  Director,  decided  that  the 
foot  could  be  saved,  and  the  Colonel  was  sent  to 
this  city  on  a  stretcher,  and  arrived  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  before  I  saw  him. 

The  opening  was  about  two  and  a  half  inches 
transversely  across  the  foot ;  the  foot  and  leg 
nearly  to  the  knee  hot,  dry,  aud  shining  with  in- 

flammation. No  appearance  of  suppuration ;  pain- 
ful. Notwithstanding  this  I  told  the  Colonel  that 

I  concurred  entirely  with  the  surgeon  in  front,  as 
to  the  probability  of  saving  the  limb.  I  recom- 
m.ended  quietude  and  cold  applications  ;  washed 
out  the  wound  and  dressed  the  foot.  I  met  Sen- 

ator Wilkinson  soon  after  my  return,  and  he  called 
my  attention  to  the  case,  expressed  himself  pleased 
that  I  had  called,  and  hoped  the  foot  of  the  noble 
Colonel  might  be  saved. 

In  the^  evening  of  the  same  day  I  called  again, 
but  Colonel  Newman  informed  me  that  an  army 
surgeon  had  been  in,  and  with  an  ominous  shake 
of  the  head  had  said  that  the  foot  must  be  ampu- 

tated. I  advised,  as  a  friend,  against  amputation, 
and  the  Colonel  was  hopeful,  very  thankful  for 
the  encouragement,  and  desired  to  place  himself  in 
my  charge.    The  foot  and  leg  was  yet  in  a  high 

state  of  inflammation  ;  the  evaporation  produced  by 
the  cold  lotions  had  somewhat  relieved  the  pain 
and  tension  and  the  inflammation  was  gradually 
subsiding.  Each  day  until,  and  including  the  11th, 
I  called  and  washed  and  dressed  the  wound  twice 
a  day.  On  the  fourth  day  the  inflammation  had 
very  considerably  abated,  and  suppuration  had 
commenced.  The  wound  in  the  skin  and  soft 
tissue  had  begun  to  granulate,  the  whole  appeared 
healthy,  and  the  constitutional  symptoms  had  sub- 

sided. The  Colonel" s  appetite  was  good,  he  slept 
well,  and  experienced  little  or  no  pain  except  when 
the  limb  was  moved.  I  had  not  changed  my  pre- 

viously expressed  opinion  as  to  saving  the  limb, 
but  the  result  of  the  treatment  confirmed  me  in 
the  belief  that  the  chances  of  life  were  better  with- 

out amputation  than  with.  Dr.  Spencee,  of  Water- 
town,  Dr.  GrKEEN,  of  New  York  city,  and  five  army 
surgeons  of  good  standing  and  experience,  who 
saw  the  Colonel,  and  the  wound,  expressed  opin- 

ions very  similar  to  my  own.  The  Colonel  assured 
me  that  in  several  instances  the  same  opinion 
that  I  had  advanced  was  expressed,  and  that  the 
chances  of  life  were  better  by  waiting  than  by  am- 

putating the  limb. 
On  the  11th  I  learned  from  the  Surgeon-G-eneral 

of  the  United  States,  William  A.  Hammond,  on 
whom  I  had  called  on  business  connected  with  my 
going  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  he  ob- 

jected to  my  visiting  Colonel  Newman  in  any  ca- 
pacity, even  as  a  friend, — that  the  National  Hotel, 

at  which  the  Colonel  was  stopping,  was  located  in 
a  certain  district  in  Washington,  and  that  an  army 
surgeon  had  charge  of  the  district,  and  tliat  the 
patient  belonged  to  such  surgeon,  and  that  I  had 
no  business  to  call  in  any  capacity.  The  Colonel 
told  me  the  same  day  that  he  was  fearful  the  army 
surgeons  would  take  off  his  foot  that  day ;  they 
had  told  him  the  evening  previous  that  he  must 

take  a  good  night's  rest,  and  he  thought  it  was 
ominous  of  their  intentions.  I  learned  from  an- 

other source  that  it  had  been  determined  to  take 

off  the  Colonel's  foot  the  following  day,  and  I  de- 
clined to  call  again.  On  the  evening  of  the  11th 

I  received  the  following  note  : 

Dr.  SwiNBUENE : 
Dear  Sir— Will  you  oblige  me  by  calling  this 

evening.  I  learned  this  afternoon  that  some  mat- 
ters of  professional  etiquette  would  prevent  your 

calling,  and  I  therefore  invite  you.  You  were  the 
first  surgeon  who  visited  me  after  my  arrival  in 
this  city,  and  you  gave  me  permission  to  call  on 
you  at  any  time,  night  or  day.  I  take  the  liberty 
of  holding  you  to  your  offer.  Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Leopold  C.  Newman, 
Lieut.  Col.  31st  N.  Y.  Volunteers. 

National  Hotel,  ) 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  11,  1S63.  / 
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In  compliance  with  tlie  not«  1  called,  witt  Dr 

Spkscek,  of  Watertown,  K.  Y.,  and  found  the 
Colonel  in  a  state  of  great  excitement.  There  had 

been  a  consultation  of  surgeons  at  his  room  that 

afternoon,  and  ther  had  decided  to  operate,  stating 
that  thev  should  hare  done  so  before  had  they  not 

had  so  many  cases  to  attend  to.  He  was  of  the 

opinion  that  nothing  short  of  taking  off  his  foot 
would  satisfy  the  surgeons,  and  they  had  assured 
him  that^e  would  be  quite  well  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  Colonel  asked  me  what  he  should  do. 

I  advised  him  to  get  permission  from  the  Depart- 

ment to  continue  his  journey  to  ̂ 'ew  York,  where 
he  could  have  the  counsel  of  his  own  physicians 

and  surgeons.  Dr.  Spexcer  offered  to  accompany 
the  Colonel  if  he  secured  permission  to  go.  Colonel 

JCewvan-  had  succeeded  in  postponing  the  operation 
that  day. 

On  the  12th  he  requested  permission  to  go  home 

to  Xew  York,  but  the  surgeons  decided  against  it,  | 
and  said  that  he  must  have  his  foot  amputated  or 

they  would  not  attend  him,  and  that  if  he  did  not 

submit  to  their  decision  in  regard  to  him,  he  would  ' 
be  reported  to  the  Surgeon-General  for  contumely, 
and  dismissed  the  service.  The  Colonel  assured 
me  that  a  friend  of  Lis  had  been  so  served.  The 
evening  of  the  12ih  when  I  called,  the  Colonel 
said  he  supposed  he  would  be  obliged  to  submit 
to  the  amputation  to-morrow,  the  13th,  and  that 

after  the  surgeons  had  accomy^;^Lr  i  th-'r  jurpose in  a  week  or  two  he  woul  .  r  :i  :  .  to  go 

home.  Surgeon  McLeajt,  of  liie  :li  t-vr  York  vol- 
unteers, called  with  me  on  the  evening  of  the  12th. 

I  had  l»een  with  him  on  his  invitation  to  see 
Colonel  Paeks,  of  the  2d  New  York  volunteers, 

whose  right  leg  the  surgeon  had  skillfully  ampu- 
tated some  days  previous.    He  was  doing  finely. 

On  the  13th  of  May  I  did  not  call,  but  heard 
from  Colonel  Newmas  through  a  friend  boarding 
at  the  NationaL  Down  to  12  M.  the  wound  had 
:  ot  been  dressed.  The  Colonel  told  my  friend 
1  11  at  he  expected  the  surgeons  would  be  there  to 
atupuute  the  foot  that  day ;  the  Colonel  had  told 
me  that  be  supposed  there  was  no  other  way  but 
t.»  jiubmit  or  be  discharged  the  service  in  disgrace, 
liritbout  pay,  as  the  surgeons  had  assured  him  he 
would  be  unless  he  did-  A  friend  of  the  Colonel 
c-vlled  on  Dr.  Cltmbr,  who  had  been  consulted  in 
th*»  case,  and  who  appeared  possessed  with  full 
power,  and  who  gave  his  views  after  consultation 
with  Snrgeon-Gen«*ral  Hamiio>d  on  this  case.  Dr. 

r.  told  the  Colonel's  fiiend,  and  also  my 
that  he  would  not  give  the  Colonel  the 

choice  to  go  to  New  York  or  r»'main  here ;  that  he 
was  only  to  remain  here  and  have  his  foot  ampu- 

tated ;  that  if  he  did  DOi  sahmit  here  thej  would 
leave  him,  and  he  should  have  neither  pay  nor 
medical  attendance,  but  that  they  would  strike 

him  from  the  roll  and  leave  him  outside ;  that  he 
had  the  authority  of  the  Surgeon-General  U.  S.  A. 
for  saying  this ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  receive, 
nor  had  any  outside  surgeon  the  right  to  give 
n\edical  advice  in  such  a  case.  If  he  did  receive 
it,  they  would  strike  him  from  the  roll  and  turn 
him  out,  and  that  they  would  have  nothing  what- 

ever to  do  with  him.  And  he  added  to  the  Colonel's 
friend.  ''If  I  find  a  citizen  surgeon  in  the  room 
looking  at  any  of  my  patients,  I'll  kick  him  down 

stairs." 
All  of  which,  save  the  last  sentence,  corresponds 

with  what  the  Colonel  had  stated  to  me  on  the 
evening  of  the  12th,  in  the  presence  of  several 
gentlemen  ;  he  remarked  that  all  these  things 
were  threatened  by  Dr.  Clti^iek,  in  his  interview 
with  him  at  the  National  Hotel. 

The  following  note  received  from  a  friend  who 

watched  the  Colonel's  case  from  day  to  day,  will 
give  a  just  surgical  record  of  what  occurred  from 
the  13th  to  the  time  of  his  death : 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  10,  1863. 

My  Deak  Sie:  After  you  left  on  the  13th  ult.. 

Colonel  Newmah-  was  troubled  with  but  little  pain, 
meanwhile  bis  wound  freely  suppurated. 

On  the  16th.  I  think  it  was,  the  attending  sur- 
geon had  ether  administered  to  him,  and  what  was 

called  a  ''perfect  examination"  of  his  wound  was 
thoroughly  made.  A  small  piece  of  leather  and  a 
bit  of  bone  an  inch  in  length,  and  a  little  less  in 
width,  near  or  from  the  joint  of  his  foot,  was 
wrenched  off.  It  required  an  exertion  of  strength 
to  take  it  out  with  the  instrument.  The  next  day 

he  was  attacked  with  "ietonits,"  with  intervening 
spasms  ;  a  blister  and  opiate  were  resorted  to. 
Dr.  Cltmer  said  that  his  only  chance  of  life  lay  in 
amputation,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been  done 
when  he  (Dr.  C.)  originally  proposed  it,  as  in  that 
case  there  would  have  been  no  danger.*  Dr.  Clt- 
MEK  performed  the  operation,  assisted  by  surgeons 
De  Witte,  Swasey,  Faekel  and  Allex.  The  next 
day  tetanus  grew  worse ;  day  after,  in  spite  of 
morphia  and  black  drop,  the  spasms  were  dread- 

j  *  Dr.  Cltmer  and  hie  associates  stated  to  the  Colonel  that 
the  reason  why  he  did  not  amputate  at  first,  was,  that  he  did 
Tjot  have  th*-  time — and  that,  secondly,  why  he  wished  to  am- 

putate—the  surieon!=  had  not  time  to  attend  him  through  so 
longapiriod  as  he  would  require  surgical  attention,  without 
amputation.  TJiiidly.  If  ampu'ation  was  performed  he  cnnld 

i  go  home  in  thr^^e  weeks,  and  be  fitted  with  an  artificial 
I  leg.  On  the  IStb,  wlien  the  operation  was  to  hare  been  per- 

formed, it  WX9  still  further  postponed  to  accommodate  the 
«ursi-on.=,  while  on  the  IClh  the  condition  of  the  Colonel  and  his 
woun'Jed  limb  was  better  than  at  any  preTious  time  after  the 
primary  stage,  and  was  iJaily  improTing,  and  still  Dr,  Cltmer 

I  nays  "it  (the  8mpu)«tion)  ought  to  have  been  done  when  he 
originally  pro|>o.-ed  it,  as  in  that  case  there  would  bavc  been  no 
danfr<-r."  Notwithstanding  this  assertion,  the  surgeons  jnftead 
of  amputating  on  the  16th,  administered  ether  and  irritated  the 
lacerateO  parts  to  such  an  extt-nt  as  to  produce  "  Tetanus." 
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ful.  For  two  or  three  days  h.e  remained  in  this 
terrible  condition,  till  an  application  of  chloroform 
to  the  back  of  the  neck  along  the  side  and  sciatic 
nerve,  gradually  brought  relief.  Appetite  good, 
color  good,  and  perfectly  conscious.  He  may  liter- 

ally be  said,  by  aid  of  medicines,  to  have  worn  out 
the  tetanus. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  7th  inst.,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  secondary  hemorrhage.  A  good  nurse 

was  present,  and  a  surgeon  was  at  the  bar  of  the 
hotel,  and  although  immediately  arrested,  the  loss 
of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  turned  the  scale  and  he 
died  in  three  hours. 

This  noble  soldier  often  expressed  his  thanks  for 
your  kindness,  and  could  not  convince  himself 
that,  in  handling  and  dressing  his  wound,  any 
hands  were  as  soft  and  delicate  in  their  touch  as 

yours. 
To  bravery  that  knew  no  fear,  he  united  the  sus- 

ceptibility and  loving  disposition  of  a  child ;  and 
our  hearts  are  nearly  broken,  and  our  spirits  sad- 

dened at  his  departure.  He  sent  for  me  as  soon 
as  the  hemorrhage  was  known,  but  when  I  came 

he  was  too'  much  exhausted  to  speak,  and  a  press- 
ure from  his  hand  alone  told  that  I  was  recognized. 

Comment  is  needless. 
Respectfully,  &c. 

Points  of  Interest  in  this  Case. 

There  are  several  points  here  worthy  of  note  : 
1st.  The  surgeons  on  the  field  decided  upon  the  pro- 

priety of  not  amputating  the  foot  of  Colonel  New- 
man  ;  that  it  could  be  saved  '  *  without  amputation. ' ' 
2d.  That  the  injury  was  inflicted  on  the  3d,  and 
the  surgeons  on  the  field  decided  not  to  amputate. 
When  he  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  8th,  while 
the  whole  limb  was  tumefied  and  absolutely  shining 
with  inflammation,  the  surgeons  in  Washington 
wished  to  amputate.  This  was  delayed  from  day 
to  day  and  still  the  foot  improved  in  spite  of  the 
depression  of  mind  caused  by  the  constant  threats 
of  amputation.  On  the  13th  they  demanded  am- 

putation' and  it  was  delayed— the  same  condition 
of  things  exist,  and  I  learn  the  surgeons  decide 
upon  waiting  for  a  few  days.  On  the  16th  Colonel 
Newman  was  troubled  with  little  pain,  meanwhile 
his  wound  freely  suppurated,  and  in  fact  his  con- 

dition had  continued  to  improve  so  that  suppura- 
tion was  free. 

On  the  16th,  ''The  surgeons  administered  ether 
and  made  a  perfect  examination ' '  of  what  ?  Why, 
a  wound  that  you  could  easily  put  all  your  fingers 
and  thumb  into. 

This  examination  resulted  ("as  the  surgeons 
stated^  in  finding  a  small  bit  of  leather,  and  in 
wrenching  by  great  force  a  piece  of  crushed  bone 
about  one  inch  square,  from  its  connection  with 
the  living  tissues,  besides  doing  other  irreparable 
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injury  to  the  soft  parts.  All  of  these  loose  bones, 
leather,  &c.,  would  have  dropped  out  of  the  wound 
whenever  loosened  by  nature.  3d.  The  17th, 
(next  day^  he  was  attacked  with  tetanus — how 
significant ! !  Cause  and  eflfect  are  sure  to  fol- 

low. The  story  of  the  "apples"  over  again;  you 
need  not  knock  them  from  the  tree,  since  if  let 
alone  they  will  fall  when  ripe ;  and  so  the  bone 
will  surely  follow  the  organic  laws  of  nature ;  ergo^ 
the  ignorant  interference  with  the  bone  caused  the 
irritation  which  resulted  in  tetanus,  the  amputa- 

tion and  hemorrhage  followed,  and  the  sequel — 
death — was  the  result.  4th.  If  amputation  was  to 
have  been  performed,  why  make  the  ''examina- 

tion ' '  at  all  in  the  manner  it  was  made,  since  the 
eye  could  scan  the  entire  wound  and  the  finger 
could  easily  pass  through  and  into  the  wound  and 
ascertain  its  condition.  Then  why  irritate  the 
parts  before  amputating  at  all  ?  Since  it  is  the  de- 

sire of  all  good  surgeons  to  avoid  it,  in  order  to 
save  the  shock,  the  pyaemia  gangrene  or  tetanus. 
That  the  latter  followed  so  soon  after  this  inju- 

dicious interference,  there  need  be  no  wonder. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Swinburne. 
 -^♦«-»  

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Dispensary,  '\ Obstetric  Department,  V 
July,  1863.  ) 

Clinic  by  E.  A.  Spooner,  M.  D. 
Reported  by  J.  H.  Sheri,  M.  D. 

Corroding  Ulcer  of  Uterus. 
Gentlemen  : — There  are  four  diseases  of  the  cervix 

uteri,  involving  the  destruction  of  its  tissues,  spoken 
of  in  works  on  the  diseases  of  women.  Simple  non- 
malignant  ulceration,  syphilitic  ulceration,  corroding 
ulcer  and  cancer.  You  have  had  abundant  oppor- 

tunity of  seeing  three  of  these  varieties  ;  but  only  one 
case  of  corroding  ulcer  has  presented  itself  for  treat- 

ment since  we  have  had  charge  of  the  institution. — 
Judging  from  the  number  of  cases  of  female  disease 
treated  here,  this  would  lead  you  to  suppose  that  the 
disease  was  very  rarely  met  with ;  such,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  case.  The  Clarkes  who 
were  perhaps  the  first  to  distinguish  between  corrod- 

ing ulcer  and  cancer,  treated  many  cases.  CnuiiCHiLL 
quoting  from  Dr.  Baillie,  says,  "  It  is  not  unusual for  an  ulcer  to  be  formed  in  the  uterus,  of  a  very 

malignant  nature." The  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  those  of  uterine 
irritation,  differing  only  from  the  less  serious  in 
their  greater  severity.  A  greater  amount  of  tissue 
is,  of  course,  destroyed  than  in  simple  ulceration  ; 
the  pain  and  heat  in  the  pelvis  is  greater,  more 
nearly  resembling  that  of  cancer  ;  there  may  be  more 
pain  in  the  back  ;  there  is  leucorrhcEa,  but  the  dis- 

charge is  more  fetid  ;  hemorrhage  frequently  occurs  ; 
in  every  respect,  you  will  notice,  the  symptoms  ac- 

companying this  disease  are  very  nearly  those  of 
cancer.   The  pain  is  spoken  of  by  writers  as  differing 
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from  that  of  cancer.  In  the  majority  of  the  cases  I 
have  seen,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  may  not 
have  been  of  so  acnte  or  lancinating:  a  character  as 
that  of  cancer,  hut  little  dependence  can  be  placed 
upon  this  as  a  means  of  diagnosis,  for  the  reason  that 
cases  of  cancer  (as  yon  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
some  months  ago,  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  B.)  do  some- times occur  in  which  the  patient  complains  of  very 
little  more  pain  than  that  caused  by  simple  ulcera- 

tion. There  is  one,  and  only  one,  certain  means  of 
cUa(pwsis,  that  is  the  movableness  of  the  uterus.  In 
cancer  the  uterus  is  fixed  by  the  scirrhus  deposit  into 

the  surroundino;  structures.  In  corroding  ulcer  it  is*^; loose  and  movable  by  the  finger.  In  cancer  the 
celliilar  tissue  and  glands,  posteriorly,  between  the 
vaffina  and  rectum,  and  anteriorly,  between  the 
vaffina  and  bladder,  are  the  seat  of  deposit.  This 
deposit  encroaches  upon  the  vagina,  in  many  cases, 
greatly  lessening  its  calibre.  In  corroding  ulcer,  on 
the  contrary,  the  vagina  instead  of  being  narrowed 
is  enlarged  by  the  destruction  of  its  tissues  by ulceration. 

There  is  a  possibility  of  cancer  and  corroding  ulcer 
occurrins:  in  the  same  patient.  Churchill  mentions 
a  case  where  there  was  extensive  carcinomatous 
deposition  around  the  vagina  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
but  not  implicating  the  uterus,  which  was  of  the 
natural  size  and  movable. 

Case.— Fannv  R.,  aged  63.  Born  in  this  country. 
Widow.  The  mother  of  eight  children,  youngest  22 
years  of  age,  ceased  to  menstruate  about  eleven 
years  ago.  She  came  here  for  the  first  time  in  May 
last,  complaining  of  pain  in  her  back,  heat  and  pain 
in  her  pelvis,  etc.  She  said  a  white  discharge, 
smelling  very  unpleasantly,  from  her  vagina,  com- menced about  a  year  ago,  occurring  at  irregular 
periods,  but  that  for  a  month  or  more,  it  had  been 
almost  entirely  supplanted  by  frequent,  profuse 
attacks  of  hemorrhage.  She  had  lost  flesh— her  ap- 

petite was  good.  An  examination  per  vaginam  re- 
vealed the  condition  just  described  to  you  as  corrod- 

ing ulcer.  The  ulceration  occupied  the  whole  of  the 
vaginal  portion  of  the  cervix.  The  ulcer  was  freely cauterized  with  nitrate  of  silver.  She  was  ordered  a 
mixture  containing  tinct.  fer.  chlo.  gtt.  x.,  cinch, 
sulph.  gr.  j. ;  and  strychnia  gr.  1-20,  three  times  a  day. 
Alum  in  powder,  was  given  her,  to  be  introduced 
into  the  vagina  as  frequently  as  necessary  to  check 
the  hemorrhage.  This,  principally,  has  been  the 
treatment  she  has  received  for  two  months  or  more, 
with  no  other  effect  than  that  of  checking  the 
hemorrhage  and  improving  her  general  health.  The 
local  condition  is  unaltered.  With  the  cessation  of 
the  bleeding,  the  light  colored,  fetid  discharge  re- turned. 
When  speaking  the  fixed  condition  of  the  uterus 

in  cancer,  I  should  perhaps  have  mentioned  the  fact 
that  there  may  exist  another  state  of  that  organ  in 
which  it  cannot  be  moved  by  the  finger.  I  am 
alluding  to  that  condition  when,  in  consequence  of 
inflammation,  there  has  been  an  exudation  of  lymph 
into  the  uterus  itself  and  into  the  surrounding 
Btnicturcs.  With  this  condition  there  may  exist 
simple  ulceration  of  the  cervix  ;  and  there  might, 
therefore,  be  some  difficulty  in  distinguishing  it  from 
cancer.  The  history  of  the  case,  the  constitutional 
symptomH,  the  character  of  the  ulcer  and  the  fact 
that  simple  ulceration  is  amenable  to  treatment 
would  form  sufficient  for  a  diagnosis.  We  are,  how- 

ever, now  Bpeoking  of  corroding  ulcer  and  not  of 
cancer;  at  some  future  time,  when  upon  the  subject 
of  cancer,  I  may  have  more  to  say  about  this  con- dition. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Cholera. 
It  i.s  stated  that  cholera  prevails  extensively  among 

the  Knglish  regiments  in  India.  Cholera  has  also 
appearfrd  in  a  malignant  form  in  Shanghai,  where 
the  deaths  are  said  to  number  500  daily. 

Bay  Rum. 
Any  of  our  readers  who  have  ever  had  occasion  to 

visit  a  barber  shop  and  have  his  hair  trimmed,  or  his 
head  shampooed,  are  undoubtedly  familiar  with  the 
peculiar  odor  of  Bay  Rum.  We  have  often  tried  to 
find  out  its  origin,  but  failed.  The  following  resume 
of  an  article  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Maisch  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy  gives  the  desired  information. 
Bay  Rnm  is  a  distilled  spirit  imported  from  St. 

Thomas,  and  probably  some  other  West  India 
Islands,  into  the  United  States.  It  is  of  a  very 
pleasant  and  lasting  aromatic  odor,  and  is  exten- 
siA'ely  used  as  an  external  stimulant  particularly  for 
the  hair.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  known  in  Europe, 
nor  is  it  mentioned  in  Peisse's  art  of  Perfumery. — 
Although  extensively  used  in  this  country  as  an 
article  of  perfumery  and  of  medicine,  its  origin  has 
never  been  made  known.  It  has  generally  been  sup- 

posed to  be  derived  from  the  leaves  of  the  Laurus 
noHlis,  Lin.,  but  perhaps  simply  from  the  English 
name  of  "  sweet  bay  "  given  to  this  species.  Though 
the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  aromatic  they  possess  an 
entirely  different  taste  and  odor  from  that  of  bay 
rum.  The  sweet  bay  is  a  native  of  Asia  Minor,  and 
is  naturalized  in  Europe  where  bay  ram  is  believed 
to  be  unknown,  and  as  there  are  numerous  aromatic 
bays  indigenous  to  the  Western  Hemisphere  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  the  Laurus  nobilis  would  be 
cultivated  merely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
distillate  of  fresh  leaves  when  the  markets  of  South- 

ern Europe  are  supplied  with  the  dried  leaves  and 
berries.  The  English  name  of  Bay  "  being  applied 
to  numerous  species  of  the  Laurus,  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason,  why  that  should  prove  a  clue  to  the 
origin. 

A  leaf  of  a  West  India  plant  was  brought  to  this 
country  in  1854,  by  a  trading  Captain,  which  he 
asserted  was  the  same  as  that  from  which  the 
Bay  Rum  was  made.  The  odor  and  taste  were 
identical  with  that  of  the  spirit.  The  character 
of  the  leaf  was  totaly  difl'erent  from  our  indigenous LaureacecE  and  also  from  Laurus  nobilis,  and  by  those 
who  observed  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  leaf  of  a 
Viburnum.  The  leaves  of  this  genus  Caprifoliaccce, 
however,  are  never  coriaceous  but  deciduous,  and 
mostly  serrate  or  toothed,  or  even  bilobed  ;  their 

I  venation  is  also  very  different  from  that  in  question. 
I  Upon  examination  of  the  Herbarium  of  the  Philadel- 

phia Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  there  was  found  a 
twig  with  flowers,  labelled  "  L^ain-us  ?"  with  the remark  that  it  came  from  the  island  of  St.  Croix, 
and  was  the  plant  from  which  Bay  Rum  was  ob- 

tained. The  twig  when  rubbed  had  the  peculiar 
odor  of  bay  rum,  while  the  taste  resembled  allspice 
and  cloves.  A  description  of  this  plant  is  given  by 
SwAiiTZ,  and  it  is  a  native  of  the  West  Indies  and  is 
called  in  Granada  JBois  iVLnde.  It  is  common  in 
Antigua  and  Jamaica  as  well  as  Barljadoes  ;  attains 
a  considerable  size  filling  the  woods  with  the  fragrant smell  of  its  leaves. 

Knox's  "  St.  Thomas,  W.  I.,"  a  small  volume  con- 
taining a  list  of  plants  growing  on  that  Island,  men- 

tions the  rnyrcia  acris  with  the  English  name  bayberry 
treps,  wliich  appears  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  Swaktz 
and  others,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the 
leaves  in  tiie  Herbarium  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences  are  from  the  plant  from  which  bay  rum  is 
obtained,  and  the  same  as  the  rnyrcia  acris,  and  that 
bay  rum  should  be  known  by  the  medicinal  name  of 
Spiritus  Afyrcia.    There  may  be  other  species  used 
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for  the  Bame  purpose,  but  whether  this  is  really 
the  case  will  hare  to  be  settled  by  procnring  species 
bearing  flowers  and  fruit  from  the  various  islands 
where  bay  rum  is  made.  Proper  specimens  should 
be  sent  to"^our  importers,  and  the  interesting  subject more  satisfactorily  inyestigated. 

Ether  as  an  Anaesthetic. 

Dr.  F.  D.  Le>-te,  of  Cold  Spring,  N.  T.,  Surgeon 
to  the  TTest  Point  Foundry,  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
ether  in  preference  to  chloroform  as  an  angesthetic. 
In  a  communication^to  the  American  Medical  Times, 
he  gives  the  following  statistics  of  thirty-three  cases 
that  have  recently  come  under  his  own  observation. 
One  object  of  Dr.  Lexte  in  publishing  the  table  is  to 
show  the  fallacy  of  the  idea  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  ether  is  necessary  to  procure  complete  aneesthesia. 
This  is  only  due  to  a  faulty  mode  of  administration. 

Nature  of  Operation. 

Extraction  of  Teeth. 

Extraction  of  Teeth. 
Partial  Amputation  of  Hand. Exsection  of  sm  11  Tumor. . . . 
Extraction  of  Teeth  

10  :Deep  Incision  for  Palmar  Abscess, 
11 
12 
13 
14 
1.5 Id 
17 
18 

M9 
2) 21 
22 
2.3 24 25 
26 
27 
23 29 
30 
r, 
32 
33 

Removal  of  Sequestrum  nf  Humerus.  . . 
Excessive  Irritability  of  Bladder— In- 

troduction of  Cf-.the"ter  Excision  of  Cancerous  Mamma  | 
Instrumental  Deliver}-  ! Reduction  of  Dislocation  of  Ankle  Joint 
For  iS'ecrosis  of  Jaw  ; Diseased  Bladder   (Child)— Introduc-I tiou  of  Catheter  
Amputation  of  Finger  Extraction  of  Teeth  
Amputation  of  Leg  
Cheiloplastic  Operation  Removal  of  Tumor  from  Xeck  
Incision  of  Carbuncle  
Incision  of  deep  Palmar  Abscess  (Child) 
Amputation  of  Arm  Removal  of  Xeuromatous  Tumor  
Reduction  of  Old  Dislocation  of  Elbow 
Extraction  of  Teeth   
Reduction  of  Dislocation  of  Semilunar 
Cartilage  

Amputation  of  Arm  
Crushed  Foot— Partial  Amputation,,.. Amputation  of  Thigh  

Time. 
Min. 

of  Ether 
Drachms 

Sex. 

12 Fern. 

'4  30 

14 
4 16 Male. 
2  30 12 Fem. 
3 

12 3 
12 

Male. 
3 2 Fern. 
2 3 
3 8 
Xot Male. 

noted 
2 7 
3 6 Fem, 
4 10 
3 10 
3  30 

12 
Male, 

12 

1  30 2 6  30 
16 

Fem, 
4 

12 
Male, 

3  30 
12 

1  40 8 Fem, 
3 8 Male. 
1  30 5 
2 
4  30 

8 
8 

Fem. 
4 9 Male. 
4  30 8 Fem. 
2  30 7 
5 

14 
Male. 

2 3 
2 6 
2 4 

Of  the  use  of  ether  in  the  extraction  of  teeth,  Dr. 
Lexte  says  : — Quite  a  number  of  the  operations,  it 
will  be  perceived,  consist  in  the  extraction  of  teeth. 
In  many  cases  from  six  to  fourteen  teeth  were  ex- 

tracted during  the  etherization,  the  patient  being  all 
the  while  perfectly  insensible.  These  operations  af- 

ford a  better  test,  perhaps,  of  the  ethciency  of  an 
anaesthetic,  than  almost  any  other,  as  the  patient  is 
in  an  unfavorable  posture,  and  the  muscles  must  be 
perfectly  relaxed  in  order  that  the  operation  may 
proceed  satisfactorily. 

It  will  be  noticed,  accordingly,  that  a  larger  amount 
of  ether,  and  a  longer  time,  are  required  in  these 
operations  than  in  those  of  greater  gravity,  or  those 
more  strictly  surgical. 

Mode  of  Administration.— On  this  subject  Dr.  Le^jte 
says  :  As  regards  the  inhaler,  I  formerly  used  a  cup- 
shaped  sponge,  large  enough  to  cover  the  face,  en- 

veloping this  with  several  folded  towels ;  but  one 
made  with  coarse  and  stilf  towels  alone,  which  are 
generally  obtainable  anywhere,  is  decidedly  prefer- 

able, and  it  was  this  which  was  used  in  the  above 
cases.  The  towels  are  to  be  laid  together,  and  folded 
so  as  to  make  a  cone  sufficiently  large  to  cover  the 
nose  and  mouth  ;  a  handkerchief  or  ̂ ft  cloth  is  then 
to  be  thrust  into  the  apex  of  the  cone,  on  which  vthe 
ether  is  to  be  poured.  I  will  describe  again  the  mode 

of  giving  it,  so  as  to  insure  the  saving  of  time  and 
ether :  by  using  it  more  lavishly  the  average  time 
might  be  diminished  still  more.    A  drachm  or  two 

j  (for  an  adult)  are  first  poured  rapidly  into  the  cone, 
which  is  then  approached  close  to  the  facepf  the 
patient  (who  has  been  previously  directed  to  breathe 
through  the  nose  and  mouth,  shutting  the  eyes.)  If 

coughing  be  excited,  a  little  air  is  allowed 'to  enter with  the  vapor  of  the  ether  for  a  few  moments  ;  two 
or  three  drachms  more  are  then  thrown  quickly  into 
the  cone,  which  is  rapidly  replaced,  and  now  kept 

I  closely  applied  to  the  face  at  every  point ;  frequently 
I  an  additional  towel  is  thrown  over  it,  if  the  vapor 
I  seems  to  escape.    When  the  patient  struggles,  after 
i  becoming  excited,  and  endeavors  to  tear  the  cone 
from  the  face,  it  must  the  more  resolutely  be  kept 
there,  and  no  air  allowed  to  enter  around  the  edges. 
Sometimes  the  breath  is  held  for  a  few  moments,  in 

i  which  case  a  little  air  may  be  allowed  until  he  breathes 
:  freely  again.    The  pulse  should  always  be  attended 
i  to,  and  if  this  be  done,  no  fears  regarding  the  ether 
need  be  entertained,  as  no  sudden  effect,  like  that 
often  produced  by  chloroform,  can  be  produced  by  it. 
A  certain  amount  of  practice  and  some  tact  are  re- 

quired to  get  the  fuU  effect  of  ether  with  an  ounce  or 
less,  and  within  three  minutes,  unless  the  patient  is 
very  feeble  or  suffering  from  shock.  One  great  cause 
of  failure  lies  in  withdrawing  the  inhaler  too  long' 
from  the  face  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  replenish 
the  ether,  or  for  other  causes,  and  not  keeping  it 
closely  applied,  thus  cutting  off  all  access  of  air  ex- 

cept what  enters  through  the  pores  of  the  towels ; 
also  in  allowing  a  draught  of  air  in  the  room  ;  even 
in  warm  weather  the  apertures  of  the  room  should  be 
closed  during  the  first  inhalation. 

"Physiological  and  Pathological  Pus.'* 
M.  Jules  Gueri>-,  {Gaz.  Jled.,)  thus  sums  up  the 

doctrine  he  has  been  so  long  working  at :  '  There  is 
a  fundamental  difference  between  pus  secreted  by 
wounds  and  pus  furnished  in  different  morbid  collec- 

tions. In  the  former  case  it  is  modified  blood  ;  the 
return  of  this  fluid  and  the  elements  which  compose 
it  to  their  normal  condition,  it  is  2J^-ysiological  pus. — 
In  the  latter  it  is  a  contaminated  fluid,  changed  by 
the  morbid  elements  of  which  it  is  the  vehicle — it  is 
pathological  pus.  Physiological  pus  possesses,  like 
the  blood,  a  kind  of  vitality,  while  pathological  pus 
is  a  dead,  excrementitious  product,  susceptible  in  the 
highest  degree  of  undergoing  putrefaction.  This 
great  and  important  difference  is  especially  appre- 

ciable with  respect  to  traumatic  abscesses  and  cold 
abscesses,  constituting  collections.  The  former  re- 

quire to  be  opened  as  soon  as  possible,  and  such 
opening  ordinarily  leads  to  no  inconvenience  ;  while 
the  latter,  on  the  contrary,  are  innocent  only  as  long 
as  they  are  sheltered  from  the  air,  their  opening 
almost  constantly  giving  rise  to  putrefaction  of  the 

pus,  and  exposing  tothe'dauger  of  purulent  intoxica- tion. The  differences  are  therefore  not  merely  nomi- 
nal. Numerous  investigations  have  shown  that  the 

decomposition  of  the  pus  is  especially  due  to  oxygen, 
hydrogen,  and  nitrogen,  carbonic  acid  taking  little 
part  in  this.  Putrefaction,  properly  so  called,  results 
from  the  presence  in  the  air  or  in  the  pus  itself  of 
dead  organic  elements  acting  as  ferments.'  These different  considerations  led  the  author  to  establish 
his  subciUamous  method  of  treatment,  or  treatment  by 
occlusion.^' — Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

To  make  Paper  adhere  to  Tin. 
The  Scientific  American  says  that  neither  paste, 

gum,  wax,  nor  glue  will  make  paper  adhere  to  tin 
unless  the  surface  is  well  rubbed  with  acetic  acid,  or 
strong  vinegar.  Many  other  acids  will  answer,  but 
vinegar  is  always  cheapest  and  most  convenient. 
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PREMIUMS  FOR  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

lu  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  wokth  of  books  to 
their  libraries  hereafter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  xvith  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

TYRANNY  IN  THE   MEDICAL  DEPART- 
MENT OF  THE  ARMY* 

There  is  no  surer  test  of  the  quality  of  manhood 
than  the  manner  in  which  power  is  exercised.  The 

monarch  who  is  spoken  of  emphatically  as  "the 

wise  man"  chose  neither  long  life,  riches,  nor  the 
life  of  his  enemies;  but,  feeling  himself  to  be  "a 

little  child,"  knowing  not  "how  to  go  out  or  to 
come  in,"  asked  for  *'  an  understanding  heart  "  to 
judge  the  people  that  he  might  discern  between 

good  and  bad.  In  thus  humbly  choosing,  he  un- 
consciously chose  all  that  a  more  selfish  and  am- 

bitious, but  narrow,  groveling  mind  would  have 
grasped  at,  at  the  risk  of  losing  the  whole. 

The  mission  of  the  medical  profession  is  to  heal 

the  material,  and  to  somo  extent  at  least,  the 
mental  maladies  of  his  fellow  man.  When  Abou 
Ben  Adhem  found  that  his  name  was  not  recorded 

in  the  lx)ok  of  those  wlio  loved  the  Lord,  disap- 

pointed anddespondingly,  "  but  cheerily  still,"  ho 
said : 

*"  1  pray  thee  then, 

Write  me  as  one  wbo  loves  his  fellow  mon.' 
The  Angel  wrote  and  ranished.   The  next  nighty 
He  came  again,  with  a  great  wakening  light, 
And  showed  the  names  whom  the  loTe  of  God  had  blessed, 
And  lo  I  Ben  Adhem's  name  led  all  the  rest  1" 

Such  should  ever  be  the  feelings  and  motives 
that  actuate  the  medical  profession.  It  always 
makes  us  feel  sad  to  read  or  hear  of  instances  of 

dereliction  of  duty  of  any  kind ;  of  drunkenness, 

haughty  bearing,  superciliousness,  unkindness, 
cruelty  and  tyranny  on  the  part  of  members  of  our 

profession.  In  civil  life,  self-interest  will  often 
act  as  a  check  on  that  peculiar  cast  of  mind  which 
would  lead  to  the  manifestation  of  these  and  other 

vices.  But  clothe  a  man  "  in  a  little  brief  author- 

ity," and  he  will  be  very  apt  to  give  rein  to  his 
natural  bent  and  ride  himself  headlong  into  de- 
served  contempt  and  obscurity. 

The  exigencies  of  our  great  National  struggle 
have  called  into  the  service  of  the  Government, 

and  placed  in  positions  of  greater  or  less  authority, 
thousands  of  medical  men.  Importance  has  thus 
been  suddenly  thrust  upon  some  who  have  proved 
themselves  utterly  unworthy  of  being  called  from 
their  previous  obscurity.  Consequently  they  have 

soon  degraded  themselves,  disgraced  their  pro- 
fession, and  been  remanded — we  will  not  say  to 

their  original  status — for  they  will  generally  reach 
a  lower  deep.  We  have  heard  many  complaints 

of  the  supercilious  and  self-important  bearing  and 
the  tyrannical  acts  of  the  lower  grades  of  surgeons, 
and  not  a  few  of  others  in  higher  station,  whose 
assumed  superior  attainments  should  have  been  a 

guaranty  for  gentlemanly  bearing,  and  taught 
them  to  respect  themselves  if  they  had  none  for 

their  high  calling.  Said  one,  on  one  of  the  bloodi- 
est battle-fields  of  this  conflict,  who  had  suddenly 

sprung  from  comparative  obscurity  to  the  position 

of  Brigade  Surgeon — "By  virtue  of  the  authority 
vested  in  me  by  the  United  States  Government,  I 

command  you  to  let  that  patient  alone."  These 
words  were  addressed  to  one  of  the  first  sur- 

geons of  our  country,  who,  without  expectation 
of  pecuniary  reward,  had,  in  response  to  a  call 
from  the  Government,  left  a  lucrative  surgical 
practice,  and  undertaken  a  long  journey  at  his 
own  expense,  much  of  it  on  platform  cars  exposed 
to  the  burning  rays  of  a  summer  sun,  to  offer  his 
services  in  an  emergency  in  which  almost  any 
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kind  of  surgical  aid  was  absolutely  needed,  to  at- 
tend to  the  immediate  and  pressing  wants  of  thou- 

sands of  brave  men  who  had  fallen  in  defence  of 

their  country's  life. 
On  another  page  of  this  number  we  publish  an 

article  from  a  responsible  source,  detailing  a  case 
in  which  a  cold,  heartless,  tyrannical  exercise  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  highest  medical  officer 
under  our  government,  and  a  subordinate,  who,  if 

we  mistake  not,  when  this  war  broke  out  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  certainly  not  in  the 

practice  of  medicine  or  surgery,  seems  to  have  cost 
a  brave  officer  and  worthy  man  his  life.  Let  our 
readers  peruse  the  article  and  note  the  facts.  Let 
them  observe  that  at  a  public  hotel  a  wounded 

man  was  denied  the  privilege  of  calling  in  the  sur- 
gical aid  of  one  ̂ f  the  first  surgeons  in  the  State 

from  which  he  volunteered,  who  was  then  on  official 
professional  duty  from  the  Executive  of  his  State, 
and  compelled  to  submit  to  an  amputation  against  his 
own  ivishes  and  against  the  judgment  of  a  number  of 
able  surgeons,  and  that  too,  when,  confessedly  those 
who  insisted  on  taking  charge  of  the  case,  had  not 
TIME  TO  GIVE  IT  THE  ATTENTION  NEEDED  TO  SAVE  THE 

LIMB  !  % 

We  had  supposed  that  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  Colonel  Newman  was  placed,  he  had  a  right 
to  choose  his  medical  adviser,  and  that  he  also  had 

a  right  to  refuse  to  have  his  limb  amputated.  It 
seems,  however,  that  he  had  no  right  at  all  that 

"Brigadier  G-eneral"  Hammond  and  his  subordinate 
were  bound  to  respect.  If,  however,  there  was  any 
conventionalism,  which  under  ordinary  circi^im- 
stances  required  the  attendance  of  an  army  officer 

in  such  cases,  surely  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
s-tances  of  this  case,  where  the  army  surgeons  pro- 

posed to  amputate  the  limb  because  they  had  not 
time  to  give  it  the  necessari/  attention  to  save  it,  and 

where  the  surgeon  of  the  patient's  choice  was  one 
of  high  standing  and  acknowledged  ability,  and 

who  in  his  capacity  of  surgeon  was  officially  con- 
nected with  the  government  of  the  State  to  which 

the  wounded  man  belonged,  it  might  have  been 
waived,  and  a  little  courtesy  shown. 

MEDICAL  ORGAK-JZATIOIQ"  IINT  PENNSYL- VANIA. 

We  would  again  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the 

profession  the  importance  of  organizing  their  forces 
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in  this  State.    Not  one  fifth  of  the  counties  of  the 

State  possess  medical  societies  at  all,  while  in 
several  of  those  where  they  do  exist,  they  are  in  a 

very  languishing  condition. 
We  are  very  sorry  to  see  the  profession  of  this 

great  State,  in  which  most  of  the  medical  teaching 
of  the  country  is  done,  so  much  behind  many  of 
the  other  States  as  respects  medical  organization. 

Let  the  profession  in  the  various  counties  take 
immediate  steps  to  organize  societies,  so  that  when 

our  State  society  again  meets,  there  will  be  repre- 
sentatives from  twenty  or  thirty  counties  instead 

of  a  bare  half  dozen. ' 
Something  is  required  to  arouse  the  profession 

from  the  lethargy  into  which  it  has  fallen.  We 
need  the  intellectual  and  social  stimulus  which 

flows  froi|i  frequent  intercourse.  There  are  ques- 
tions of  importance  to  us  and  to  the  community 

which  can  be  profitably  discussed  in  these  meet- 
ings; questions  of  modes  of  treatment,  of  new 

remedies  and  discoveries,  of  ethics.  Th«  feast  of 
reason  and  flow  of  soul  would  be  found  to  be  mu- 

tually beneficial — a  broader  line  would  be  drawn 
between  the  .  educated  and  the  ignorant  prac- 

titioner, the  regular  physician  and  the  pretender. 
The  Reporter  goes  to  every  county  of  the  State 

— how  many  of  our  readers  in  counties  where  there 
are  no  medical  societies  will  respond  to  the  sugges- 

tions of  this  article  and  lend  their  influence  to 

medical  organization?  We  shall  be  happy  to  ren- 
der any  aid  in  our  power  toward  accomplishing 

this  important  result. 
 e   

Notes  and  Comments. 

The  Medical  Schools. 

From  all  accounts  the  prospect  of  full  classes  in 
the  diflerent  medical  schools  of  the  country  is  most 
flattering.  This  is  certainly  true  in  regard  to  those 
in  this  city.  A  very  large  number  of  students  are 
in  attendance  on  the  preliminary  lectures  at  the 
colleges,  and  the  clinics  at  the  hospitals.  New  and 
more  active  life  has  been  infused  into  the*  educa- 

tional institutions  in  this  city,  and  some  of  the 
most  learned  men  and  gifted  teachers  to  be  found 
in  this  country  will  this  winter  be  engaged  in  im- 

parting medical  instruction  in  our  colleges  and 
hospitals.  Philadelphia  is  fast  recovering  from  the 
serious  losses  entailed  on  her  medical  schools  at 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion. 
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[Vol.  X. Clinical  Eeports. 
The  season  for  clinical  teaching  having  arrived, 

vre  resume  our  clinical  reports.  We  shall  have  a 
number  of  pens  emploved  in  this  work,  and  shall 
take  pains  to  give  select  and  instructive  cases. 
This  is  an  important  feature  of  our  work,  and  we 
shall  never  lose  sight  of  its  importance. 

Our  plans  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  Reporter 
involve  a  verv  heavy  outlay  of  money,  and  we 
confidently  look  to  the  profession  for  prompt  and 
efficient  material  support.  Let  our  subscribers 
EXTEND  OUR  ciECULATiox  and  tlius  benefit  them- 

selves and  advance  the  interests  of  their  profession. 

Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Wash- ville. 

We  see  it  announced  that  the  course  of  medical 
instruction  will  be  resumed  in  this  popular  school 
the  coming  month.  When  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
this  was  one  of  the  largest  medical  schools  in  the 
country,  and  bade  fair  soon  to  eclipse  all  the  rest 
in  the  size  of  its  classes.  We  trust  that  it  will 
soon  recover  its  old  position  and  usefulness.  The 
fact  that  it  still  has  the  energetic  and  indefatigable 
Dr.  W.  K.  Bowling  to  eng 
earnest  of  assured  success. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FKOM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  September  icth,  ib63. 
Scientific  Congress, 

The  thirtieth  Scientific  Congress  of  France  has  just 
closed  its  annual  session  at  Chambery,  after  fixing 
the  programme  of  the  session  of  next  year,  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Troyes. 

Nocturnal  Radiation. 
You  are  doubtless  aware  that  in  Europe  and  North 

America,  about  the  period  of  sunset,  and  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night,  provided  the  sky  be  clear 
and  the  atmosphere  calm,  the  temperature  of  the 
stratum  of  air  in  immediate  contact  with  the  earth 
is  lower  by  two  or  three  degrees  C.  than  the  tempera- 

ture of  the  atmosphere  at  an  altitude  of  a  few  feet, 
a  fact  which  is  accounted  for  by  nocturnal  radiation. 
Professor  Maucet,  of  Geneva,  has  now  addressed  a 
paper  to  the  J'hiloHophiral  Mmjazine,  in  wiiich  he 
bUows  that  this  is  not  the  case  under  the  tropics. — 
His  sou  liaviniiT,  during  a  residence  of  several  months 
in  Auetralin,  distrirt  of  Peak  Downs,  Queensland, 
(latilufle  ̂ 2  dcg.  8.)  instituted  experiments  with  two 
carefully  graduated  centigrade  tiiermonieters,  has 
found  that  the  increase  of  teniiteraiure  between  Ave 
and  six  feet  above  the  ground,  comi)ared  to  that  of 
the  stratum,  at  about  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the 
•urfaco  of  the  earth,  appears  to  be  so  slight  as  to  be 

frequently*  barely  appreciable,  generally  not  exceed- 
liug  from  one  to  two  tenths  of  a  degree,  and  this  was 
the  case  under  circumstances  reckoned  most  favor- 

able to  nocturnal  radiation,  the  night  being  generally 
splendid,  and  the  sky  almost  always  perfectly  clear. 
Professor  Marcet  explains  this  difi'erence  between 
tropical  and  extra-tropical  climates  by  taking  into 
account  the  following  circumstances  :  First,  the  heat 
of  the  sun's  rays  within  the  tropic  is  probably  sutficient 
to  warm  not  only  the  surface  of  the  earth,  but  also  the 
immediate  strata  below.  Hence,  after  sunset,  when 
the  earth  begins  to  cool  rapidly  by  nocturnal  radiation, 
the  heat  that  has  penetrated  into  the  interior  is 
gradually  brought  back  to  the  surface,  and  thus  con- 

tributes to  prevent  the  cooling  of  the  stratum  of  air  iu 
immediate  contact  with  it.  In  the  second  place,  in  a 
country  where  the  mean  temperature  is  so  much 
higher  than  in  Europe  and  North  America,  the 
atmosphere  must  contain  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
aqueous  vapours,  especially  in  regions  which  are  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  sea — and  this  vapour  inter- 

cepts the  passage  of  radiant  heat*  In  the  great 
African  desert,  indeed  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  day 
is  succeeded  by  sudden  cold  immediately  after  sunset 
— but  in  these  deserts  the  almost  completl  absence  of 
water  of  any  kind  tends  to  maintain  the  atmosphere 
iu  a  state  of  comparative  absolute  dryness,  and 
hence  the  air,  however  warm,  can  no  longer  take  up 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  vapour  to  intercept  the  heat 
radiated  by  the  earth. 

Is  the  Periosteum  sensitive  P 
M.  JoBERT  DE  Lamballe,  in  a  recent  paper  on  the 

regeneration  of  animal  tissues,  establishes  the  fact 
that  the  periosteum  is  insensible.    This  subject  re- 

quires to  be  thoroughly  discussed  before  adopting 

j  any  formal  conclusions. 
j  Atossatura. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  has  received  a  pamphlet 
from  M.  DE  SnroxE,  in  Avhich  he  describes  a  disease 
which  is  called  Atassatura  in  Sicily,  and  causes  the 

I  death  of  many  young  mules,  a  few  days  after  their 
;  birth,  and  after  having  sucked  their  dams,  they  fall 
sick  and  die  without  any  apparent  cause.  M.  de 
SiMONE  states  that  this  disease  is  attributable  to  a 
previous  morbose  state  of  the  dam,  which  suddenly 
becomes  fat  after  the  first  months  of  gestation,  and 
has  her  udders  filled  Avith  a  serous  kind  of  milk. 

Impressions  on  the  Retina  at  Death, 
!     The  following  strange  story  is  going  the  round  of 
the  French  journals  :— An  English  photographer, 
Mr.  Warner,  lately  took  a  photograph  of  the  eye  of 
an  ox  a  few  hours  after  death,  and  on  examining  the 
impression  through  the  microscope,  distinctly  per- 

ceived on  the  retina  the  exact  delineation  of  tlie  stone 
with  which  the  slaughter  house  was  paved,  being  the 
last  o1)ject  which  affected  the  vision  of  the  animal  on 
bending  down  its  head  to  receive  the  fatal  blow. — 

I  The  consequence  deduced  from  this  very  apocryphal 

^  story  is,  that  if  the  eyes  of  a  murdered  man  be  photo- ;  graphed  a  few  hours  after  death,  the  likeness  of  the 
murderer  will  be  found  on  his  retina,  that  being  the 
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last  object  he  can  have  seen  during  the  death  struggle. 
Without  entering  upon  the  judicial  value  of  evidence 
thus  obtained,  Tre  will  simply  state  the  reasons  -svhich 
^Ye  consider  sufficient  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  whole 
thing.    If,  a  few  hours  after  death,  the  retina  retain 
the-picture  of  the  object  from  which  it  receives  its 
last  impression,  we  must  suppose  the  retina  to  possess 
the  property  not  only  of  receiving  photographs  like 
sensitised  collodion,  but  also  of  fixing  them,  which 
in  photography  requires  a  liquid  different  from  that 
which  renders  the  surface  sensible.    Xow,  hitherto, 
the  retina  has  not  been  found  to  possess  any  such 
properties,  one  of  which,  it  must  be  kept  in  mind,  is 
the  direct  contrary  of  the  other.    If  - in  the  living 
subject  the  retina  only  receives  momentary  impres-  | 
sions,  how  and  by  what  physiological  process  can  it,  i 
in  the  dead  subject,  retain  an  impression  for  several  { 
hours  after  death  ?    In  the  present  state  of  our  1 
knowledge  there  is  nothing  to  warrant  such  a  sup- 
position. 

poison.  When  speaking  of  this  disease  the  surgeon, 
at  present,  is  forced  to  employ  something  like  the 
following,  "  the  syphilitic  2)oiso)i''  or  the  "virus  of 

pox,"  etc. Samuel  W.  Fra>-cis,  ]M.  D. 
Newport,  Sept.  25,  1863. 

DOMESTIC. 

STPHILIWE. 

"  Interdum  stultus  bene  loquitur." 
Editor  Medical  a^td  Surgical  Reporter  : 

Though  a  learned  man,  of  deep  penetration,  once 
remarked  that,  "he  who  coins  words,  coins  himself 
out  of  existence,"  still  I  feel  confident  that  you  will 
excuse  my  originating  the  term  "  Syphiline"  and  on 
hearing  the  case,  agree  that  it  is  a  useful  and  com- 

prehensive expression.  This  is  not  the  result  of  con- 
ceit but  conviction. 

In  very  many  of  our  medical  and  surgical  terms 
the  ending  of  a  word  seems  as  it  were  the  genus, 
while  the  penult,  ante-penult,  etc.,  indicate  the 
place,  e.  g.,  "  itis  "  signifies  inflammation,  and  the 
word  prefixed  to  this,  at  once  declares  the  locality 
affected  :  for  instance  Bronchitis,  Pleuritis,  Pneu- 

monitis, Hepatitis,  etc.  Algia  means  pain,  hence 
Neuralgia,  Otalgia,  Odontalgia,  etc.,  etc.  Now, 
moreover,  in  medicine  we  have  adopted  the  termina- 

tion "  ine  "  as  an  indication  of  the  active  principle 
of  an  herb,  etc.,  when  used  as  a  remedy,  viz.:  Codine, 
Morphine,  Strychnine,  Bromine,  Iodine,  etc.,  etc. 

Again,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  name  a  locality, 
disease  or  even  remedy  after  its  resemblance  to 
^something  generally  known  and  strictly  forcible  and 
conclusive,  for  example  Hernia,  a  branch  jetting  out. 
Pelvis,  a  basin,  the  muscle  gracilis  from  "  slender," 
"  thin,"  etc.,  etc. 
Now  if  Bromine  comes  from  /3pco,tto;,  a  stench,  and 

means  the  active  principle  of  a  smelling  substance  ; 
if  Morphine  is  named  after  :Morpheus,  and  signifies 
the  active  principle  of  sleep  ;  if  Pyene  is  the  active 
principle  of  Pus,  and  Syphilis  is  so  called  from  the 

Greek  word  "  5^?,"  a  hog,  or  "  crt7ta:^oc,"  shameful 
etc.,  why,  I  would  respectfully  ask,  should  we  not 
have  a  comprehensive  term  to  indicate  the  active 
principle  of  "  hog,"  filth,  dirt,  or  shame  ?  [Morever 
there  is  now  wanting  a  term  to  express  briefly  this 

Army  and  Navy  News, 

Transferred. 

Lieut.  Col.  Peter  Pi^s^eo,  U.  S.  Army,  who  is  now 
in  Boston,  has  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  as 
Medical  Inspector  to  Major  General  Gillmore,  com- 

manding the  Department  of  the  South. 
Surgeon  George  R.  Johxsox,  late  Medical  Inspec- 

tor of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  has  been  relieved 
from  duty  at  his  own  request,  and  transferred  to  the 
Middle  Department. 

Exempt  from  Dismissal. 
The  following  named  officers,  charged  with  offences 

and  heretofore  published,  are  exempt  from  being 
dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States,  living 
made  satisfactory  defence  in  tbeir  respective  cases  : 

Assistant  Surgeon  E.  Dodd,  U.  S.  Tolunteers. 
Surgeon  T.  J.^ Kelly,  1st  brigade,  3d  division,  1st army  corps. 

Dismissed. 
Assistant  Surgeon  L.  H.  Pease,  10th  Connecticut 

Volunteers,  to  date  October  2,  1863. 
Contracts  Annulled. 

An  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Surgeon-General, 
annulling  the  contracts  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  of 
the  difi'erent  Army  Hospitals  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Hard  Tack. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Yermoiit  Fhoenix  thus 

humorously  relates  his  experience  with  this  sub- 
stance :  "  The  hard  tack  of  the  army  I  have  found 

not  only  abundant,  but  sweet  and  good  ;  it  is,  how- 
ever, hard  tack,  being  probably  the  worst  substance 

to  chew  used  as  human  food.  Sea  biscuit  and  navy 
bread  are  pulpy  in  comparison.  Few  men  have  been 
long  in  service  without  breaking  out  more  or  less 
front  teeth  and  grinders  in  cracking  the  rations, 
which  cannot  be  crumbled  or  softened.  Meals,  too, 
are  often  taken  in  a  great  hurry,  or  while  marching, 
and  the  hard  tack  cannot  be  dipped  in  cottee  or  fried 
in  fat  to  become  smoother,  though  perhaps  not  more, 

digestible  ;  so  that,  in  general, "these  stony,  almost metallic  lumps  pass  into  the  soldier's  stomach  every 
day,  and  down  undigested,  causing  dyspepsia  andin- 
flammator)'  diseases  of  the  bowels. 

"  Hard  tack  is  good,  with  this  qualification  :  it 
can't  be  chewed  ;  and  is  fit  only  for  that  generation 
mentioned  by  Solomon,  whose  'teeth  arc  as  swords,' and  their  jaw  teeth  are  as  knives,'  So  it  is  with  good 
reason  that  our  judicious  Board  of  Enrollment  ex- 

empt drafted  men  for  loss  of  teeth.  A  cartridge  can 
be  torn  with  the  thumb  nail,  but  no  gums  can  manage 
our  army  bread  as  now  furnished. 

"  If  it  were  softer,  it  would  spoil  in  the  hot,  damp 
climate  of  the  South  ;  and  the  only  thing  is  to  have 
young  men  whose  '  grinders  have  not  ceased  because 
they  are  few. — Scieyitijic  American 
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The  British  Association. 

The  British  Association  for  the  advancement  of 
Science,  would  seem  to  be  a  respectable  body,  so  far, 
at  least^  as  numbers  is  concerned.  We  should  think 
it  rather  unwieldy  for  the  accomplishment  of  practi- 

cal ends.  The  intelliaent  foreign  correspondent  of 
the  Frcsbi/teriaN  Jjonm  r  says  :  — The  British  Association  has  come  to  a  close  at  New 
Castle.  It  was  a  most  brilliant  and  successful 
meeting ;  the  Avhole  number  o^  members  in  atten- 

dance being  3.356,  of  whom  210  uere  old  life-mem- 
bers, 3.5  new  life-members,  and  1,004  were  ladies. 

The  total  receipts  were  about  £3,600,  more  than  de- 
fraying all  expenses.  Extraordinary  hospitality  was 

shown"  by  the  people  of  New  Castle.  A  Committee has  been  appointed  to  make  further  inquiries  as  to 
the  prol)able  duration  of  the  coal  fields.  Subjects  of 
great  practical  interest  have  been  discussed  in  con- 

nexion with  the  el;;bor.ite  papers  first  read.  Statistics 
ethnology,  geography,  astronomy,  the  food  of  the 
people,  and  many  other  topics,  have  been  before  the 
Association.  Excursions  were  repeatedly  made  into 
regions  teeming  with  minerals,  and  also  to  anti- 

quarian ruins.  Hartley  Colliery  was  also  visited — 
the  scene  of  the  terrible  loss  of  life,  just  at  the  time 
when  Prince  Albert  died,  and  for  whose  relief  the 
Queen,  in  the  midst  of  her  first  great  outburst  of 
■woe,  came  forward  so  nobly.  Nearly  £80,000  was contributed.  A  considerable  amotmt  remains  in 
hand.  Widows  and  aged  parents  get  7s.  6d.  per 
week,  each  ;  and  widows  with  families  so  much  per 
week  for  each  child  till  it  reaches  the  age  of  fourteen 
after  which  they  can  earn  their  own  bread  in  that 
district.  Of  the  surplus,  about  £1,700  will  be  set 
apart  for  four  d liferent  colliery  regions  in  the  King- 

dom, so  as  to  be  a  fund  for  the  survivors  of  the  vic- 
tims of  future  coal-pit  accidents,  and  it  may  be  to 

relieve  those  who  have  already  been  bereaved  of 
those  on  whom  they  were  dependent. 

The  British  Association  is  to  meet  in  September, 
1864,  at  Bath,  under  the  Presidency  of  Sir  Charles 
Lyell. 

Discovery  of  a  Medical  Papyrus. 
^Ir.  A.  Leith  Adams,  of  ̂ Malta,  describes  a  medi- 

cal i)apyrus  discovered  at  Thebes,  which  is  written 
in  a  demotic  character,  and  contains  a  discourse  on 
Ijoilfi,  (ulcers?;  fractures,  and  Avounds  on  the  head 
in  general,  with  aphorisms,  prognostics,  and  an  oath 
or  prayer  to  be  used  by  the  physician  in  attendance 
upon  tlie  sick,  the  whole  being  somewhat  after  the 
style  of  the  Ilippocratic  writings  and  the  early  Grecian 
school  of  medicine. 

OBITUABY. 

De.  Geo.  Hatward.— Dr.  Geo.  Hayward  died  instantly  of 
apiiplf'xy  Wednesday  forenoon,  October  7th,  at  his  residence 
in  Pf-mbortou  square,  Boston,  at  the  aj,'e  of  7.3  year.s.  He  was widfly  known,  not  only  in  professional  circles,  but  also  as  a 
prumiueut  citizen  of  tiiat  community.  He  enjoyed  a  foreign 
reputation  (second  to  no  ot!ior  American  surgeon.  In  regard  to 
8ome  of  Win  operations,  lie  waH  a  pioneer,  introducing  tliem  by 
hi«  boldne««  and  Huccess  into  the  rani,'e  of  sur^jical  practice. 
He  waK  for  many  years  a  Professor  in  the  Meilical  School  at 
Harvard  Univ<T>'ity,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the 
poHition  of  a  Fellow  of  the  College,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  in  1802.  He  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  the  class  of 1809. 

MARRIED. 

Pfatjopt— HrTrHLNsoN.— In  Wiishington,  on  tho  .30th  ult., 
by  Jtcv.  .labcz  Fox,  Dr.  Adams  I'eabcjily,  of  .brlfHrsou  City, Mo„  and  .Mr«.  Laura  VV.  Hutfhin»on,  of  ililford,  K.  11. 

DIED. 
McDosofon  — Af  Padncah,  Ky.,  on  the  22^1  of  fJeptember, 

Par/eou  A.  A.  McDononv;h.  of  the  1.3Ut  IllinoiH  Kn^'lment,  of 
di-'-a^e  ronlrHCl»'d  al  Vicknbnr;{.  Dr.  MrD.immgh  was  for- 
Dierly  a  pracllxinK  phyi>irian  at  Ki-ading,  in  iIhm  .Slate.  Ho wa«  ouc  of  flvo  brulhcm  who  joined  the  army  of  the  Union. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  tho  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  wo  will 

state  that  mancsgkipt  intknukd  for  puhmcatio.v  must  bb 
witrrrEN  on  hut  o>'1';  sinu  of  tlio  sheet.  If  greater  care  was taken  in  tho  preparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
SnbscriberH  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

.305,  .308,  309,  and  310,  whicli  aro  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) 
will  please  remember  and  sond  money  to  ])ay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  aro  growing  scarce,  tflld 
we  have  to  pro-pay  tho  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



PEINOIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  OBSTETRICS.  I 
Including  the  Signs,  Diagnosis,  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  and  Parturition,  together  with  th^ 

management  of  the  Lying-in  Woman  and  her  Infant.  j 
By  gunning  S.  BEDFORD,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  | 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics  in  the  University 

of  New  York,  author  of  "Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  lUus-  ' 
trated  by  four  Colored  Lithographic  Plates  and  ninety-nine  Wood  Engravings.   One  \ 

superb  8vo.  volume  of  over  110  pages.    'Price  $4.50  by  mail,  free  of  j, 
postage.    Third  Edition  carefully  revised  and  enlarged.  j 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  61  Walker  Street,  New  York.  | 

The  extraordinary  sale  of  this  work,  in  these  troublous  times,  is  far  beyond  the  most  sanguine! 
hopes  of  the  Publisher,  having  passed  to  a  Third  Edition  in  the  brief  period  of  thirteen  months  from 
the  day  of  publication.  As  an  evidence  of  its  high  appreciation,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  it  lia^ 
.already  been  adopted  as  the  Text-Book  on  obstetrics  in  twelve  of  our  Medical  Colleges.  The  follow- 

ing extracts  will  indicate  its  enthusiastic  reception  by  the  Medical  Press,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  I 
From  the  New  York  American  Medical  Tiraes. 

No  treatise  on  obst  tries  has  ever  received  such  high  and  iiniversal 
commendation  by  the  Medical  Press  of  ttiis  country  and  of  Europe.  In 
matter  and  arrangement  in  philo-ophic  views,  in  elegance  as  well  as  elo- 

quence of  expression,  there  is  no  work  in  the  English  language  on  the 
same  fubject  which,  in  our  ju  dgment,  can  compare  with  it.  Dr.  Bedford's former  work  on  tlie  •■Diseases  of  Women  and  Children."  which  received 
the  high  honor  of  a  translation  into  the  French  and  German  languages, 
had  already  placed  him  among  the  most  successful  authors  in  this  depart- ment. 

From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dr.  Bedford  has  explored  the  whole  of  his  ground  in  a  thorough  lumi- 

nous and  systematic  manner.  It  is  a  national  work,  and  shouM  therefore, 
become  the  text-book  in  the  medical  colleges  of  the  United  St  ites.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  book  of  unsurpassed  ability.  The  friends  of  Dr.  Bedford's  volume are  not  only  of  his  own  householJ,  but  foreign  nations  have  aaopted  the 
products  of  his  mind.  No  one  who  reads  this  book  can  be  surprised  at 
the  large  praise  extended  to  it  by  some  of  the  very  best  foreign  reviews 
and  journals. 

From  the  Neio  York  American  Medical  31onthly. 
We  have  read  this  book  from  the  first  page  to  the  last,  and,  truly,  it  is  an 

honor  to  our  country.  The  work,  the  more  we  study  it,  leads  us  the  more 
to  appreciate  the  amount  of  research  and  labor  expended  upon  its  produc- 

tion. We  may  proudly  compare  it  with  any  similar  foreign  publication. 
The  greatest  fault  we  can  fi,;d  with  the  volume  is,  not  that  :iny  portion  of 
it  is  bad,  but  that  some  pares  are  so  superlatively  excelleuc  that  eventlie 
brilliancy  of  others  is  obscured.  Herealter,  whether  as  student  or  practi 
tioner,  the  obstecrician  will  need  no  o.her  book,  as  instructor,  guide,  or 
authority,  than  Bedford's  '•  Principles  aud  Practice." 
From  the  Philada.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
We  have  read  no  work  on  this  sul  ject  for  many  years  with  so  much 

unalloyed  pleasure  and  profit.  The  style  is  plain,  fi-e^h — welling  up  from an  exuberant  fountain — compact.  The  whole  book  exhibits  the  careful 
preparation  of  the  succes-^ful  Teacher.  Thu  plan  and  arraugenient  of  the 
work  are  at  once  comprehensive,  systematic,  complete — and  fully  posted 
to  the  existing  state  of  the  science." 

From  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal. 
The  work  is  so  good  and  so  far  excels  the  generality  of  text  books  on 

obstetrics,  that  we  wish  our  readers  to  be  imoressed  with  a  sense  of  its 
soundness,  readableness  and  worth.  We  can,  tnerefore,  uive  Ur.  Bedfoid's volume  no  higher  praise  than  to  say  it  is  remarkable  among  its  cotempo- 
raries,  for  soundness  in  scientific  views,  readableness  as  a  literary  compo- 

sition, and  worthy  as  a  guide  of  practice. 

From  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 
Tt  was  'With  considerable  interest  that  we  opened  the  imposing  volume, 

■which  Dr.  Bedford  has  given  to  the  world.  It  has  caused  its  author  many an  hour  of  thought  and  toil,  which  would  otherwise,  perhaps,  have  consti- 
tuted the  leisure  of  a  busy  life.  AVe  have  read  the  work  with  great 

pleasure,  and,  as  a  practical  guide,  it  is  unsurpassed. 
From  the  British  American  Journal,  Montreal. 

We  congratulate  Dr.  Bedfjrd  on  the  success  he  has  achieved.  It  is 
more  than  asuccess — it  is  a  triumj  h.  His  book  comes  seasonably  in,  and supplies  a  want,  as  regards  minuteness  of  practical  detail,  in  which  other 
works  on  this  subject  were  deficitnt,  excelling  possibly,  but  certainly 
rivaling  the  great  Treatise  of  liamsbotham. 

From  the  Caniida  Lancet,  Montreal. 
We  do  not  wonder  at  Bedford's  ''Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics" being  adopted  by  so  many  colleges  as  a  Text  Book  ;  it  would  rather  have 

surprised  us  had  they  not  done  so.  We  congratulate  the  author  on  his well-merited  success. 

From  the  London  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Gkir.  Review, 
This  book  is  a  complete,  systematic  and  practical  treatise  upon  obst^tl 

rics,  brought  up  to  the  existing  state  of  science,  and  i-mbracing  the  anai' 
omy.  physiology,  and  signs  aud  diseases  of  pr.  gnancy,  i>arturition,  and 
childbed.  .\ll  these  subjects,  with  the  physiological  dis  lui.-.itions  arising 
out  of  some  of  them,  are  discussed.  Assuredly,  so  com;  'retiensive  a  courst 
was  never,  perhaps,  before  given.  The  volume  is  evident  y  the  result  ol 
great  labor  and  research,  and  contains  avast  deal  of  information,  and 
that  of  a  recent  kind,  upon  all  subjects  connected  directly  or  indirectly 
with  obstetric  medicine. 

From  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal.  '\ The  author  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  having  produced  a  , 
national  work  of  such  unequivocal  value.  It  is  sy.-tema:ic  without  being"! 
cramped  or  rigid ;  it  is  comprehensive  without  being  t.-dious  ;  it  is  learned  • 
and  exact  without  being  pedantic  and  finical.  We  predict  that  the  vast' labor,  extensive  research,  enthusiasm  and  ability,  which  Dr.  Bedford  has  : 
lavished  on  this  book  will  give  it  the  very  first  place  in  the  estimation  of,; 
the  profession.  j 

From  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer.  ; 
This  treatise  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  physician  and  student  iD(! 

the  land.  It  has  no  superior,  and  fdw,  if  any  equal-:,  in  any  country.! 
Progress  is  plainly  written  on  every  page.  The  author  has  presented  us 
an  originality,  which  is  quite  refreshing  in  these  days  of  flunueyism  and' imitation.  j 

From  the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner.  \\ 
Dr.  Bedford  has  presented  the  profession  with  a  very  superior  work,  and, 

we  are  deceived  if  we  be  not  universally  >ustain-d  in  this  opinion.  It: 
will  be  to  the  American  jiractitiouer  au  inti-resting  as  well  as  a  prufitable ' 
companion.  As  an  Am-^rican  M'ork  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  most  cordiallyl, 
recommend  it  as  the  Text  Bok-k  on  ()bst.  tries,  |' 
From  the  Cincinnati  Mediccd  and  Surgical  News. 

Dr.  Bedford's  book  has  had  an  unparalleled  success  which  speaks  volumes for  the  intelligence  of  the  profession,  as  the  author,  we  think,  has  given, 
us  a  work  of  more  intrinsic  value  than  any  other  on  the  same  subject 
now  in  existence.  Any  interruption  while  reading  it  is  an  annoyance, 
and  we  return  to  the  mental  feast  as  the  hungry  child  to  its  i:  tenepleil 
meal.  The  physician  who  does  not  procure  a  copy  of  this  admirable  book, 
and'read  it,  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  a  treat,  but  should  be  considered behind  the  times. 
From  the  Phila.  North  Amer.  Medico-Chir.  Review. 
The  skilful  obstetrician  wieMs  a  ready  pen  on  every  page.  The  booiv  is 

a  complete  treati-e  on  the  subject  it  discusses,  and  is  very  full  in  matters 
which  are  but  lightly  dwelt  upon  in  works  on  obstetrics. 

From  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
A  book  of  unsurpassed  excellence;  we  know  of  no  treiti.se  in  which  the 

vast  subject  of  scientific  and  practical  obstetrics  lia-  been  so  thorougly 
discussed.   It  is  the  best  work  on  ob>tetrics  in  the  Euglish  language. 

From  the  Berkshire  Medical  Journal. 
This  book  comes  from  a  high  source.  Dr.  Bedford  stands  before  the 

profession  with  authority  in  his  department.  His  work  displnys,  n.s  would 
be  expected  from  such  a  source,  a  thoroutih  acquaintance  with  the  litera- 

ture (  f  the  subji-ct,  past  and  present,  down  to  the  very  latest  expedients, 
and  the  extensive  practical  knowledge  of  a  popular  obstetrician. 
From  the  N.  Y.  North  Amer.  Journal  of  Homwopafhi/. 

This  book  deals  with  accumulated  tacts,  and  profound  generalizations, 
in  which  none  but  the  clearest  intellect  itnd  the  nxist  critical  t.bserver 
can  be  perfectly  at  home  in  fullness  of  detail,  lucidity  of  arrangement, 
and  philosophical  analysis.  Dr.  Bedford's  volume  will  long  stai  d  as  a model  work,  and  will  become  the  favorite  lexl-book  in  the  schools, as  well 
as  the  most  valued  guide  of  the  practitioner. 
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DEFOBMITIES  OF  THE  TTECK. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 

Of  Brooklyn,, N.Y.; 

(Continued  from  page  295.) 
Some  of  the  casnal  deformities  of  the  cervical 

region  are  of  a  spastic  character,  periodical  in  their, 
appearance,  limited  in  extent,  troublesome  in  du- 

ration and  scarcely  amenable  to  any  other  than 
surgical  treatment.  We  have  seen  but  a  few  cases 
of  that  description,  but  judging  from  the  numerous 
records  of  like  cases,  we  entertain  no  doubt  as 
to  their  frequency. 

Their  causation  is  mostly  obscure.  Sometimes 
direct  injury  upon  the  cervical  portion  of  the  spine 
by  fall  or  blow,  or  a  previous  concussion  of  the 
spinal  cord  may  be  charged  with  being  the  cause 
of  the  trouble.  In  others  we  may  discover  hyper- 
sesthesia  of  the  same  organ,  but  whether  this  be 
the  cause  or  the  result  we  are  often  at  a  loss  to  de- 

termine. In  exceptional  instances  a  prior  choreal 
affection  in  childhood  has  continued  to  later  years. 
Mental  effects,  the  repeated  sights  of  epileptic  pa- 

tients and  hysteria  are  likewise  suspected  as  re- 
mote causes.  And  still  oltener  no  cause  at  all  can 

be  assigned. 
Much  is  thus  left  to  speculation  and  chance. 

All  authors  agree  in  the  observation  that  but  little 
01  nothing  can  be  achieved  by  the  most  diversified 
medicinal  treatment ;  whether  this  be  from  the  in- 

tricacy of  the  cases,  the  obscurity  of  their  caus- 
ation, or  their  habitual  character,  we  feel  not 

prepared  to  determine.  On  the  other  hand  the 
orthopaedic  knife  has,  in  many  cases,  been  found  a 
serviceable,  and  in  some  the  only  remedy.  Hence 
a  new  field  lias  been  opened  to  orthopajdic  exploits, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  that  field  has  been  success- 

fully broken.  In  order  to  maintain  the  rising 
credit  of  tenotomy  and  myotomy  in  this  class  of 
ailments,  we  should  strictly  qualify  their  indi- 

cations.   We  believe  that  the  operation  should  be 

reserved  for  old  cases  and  those  in  which  but  the 

superficial  stratum  of  the  cervical  muscles  is  im- 

plicated. It  would  b*e  unwise  to  resort  to  oper- ative measures  in  recent  troubles  of  this  kind  and 
before  the  spasm  has  become  stereotypical,  for 
milder  remedies  may  suffice  or  the  spasm  may  yet 
change  from  one  group  to  another. 
Why  the  deeper  muscular  strata  should  be  pre- 

cluded from  the  use  of  the  knife  is  self-evident. 
The  diagnosis,  although  generally  easy,  may  oc- 

casionally be  difficult  with  reference  to  the  exact 
seat  and  extent  of  the  clo  .ic  spasms,  more  es- 

pecially when  the  deeper  muscular  strata  are  in- 
volved. For  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the 

affection  does  not  always  display  the  same  degree 
of  violence  in  different  muscles,  nay,  even  in  the 
different  parts  of  one  and  the  same  muscle.  Thus 
the  more  intense  spastic  contraction  of  one  muscle 
would  naturally  obscure  tliat  of  another  less  agi- 

tated one.  And  again,  the  spasm  successfully 
overcome  by  the  knife  in  one  muscle  may  soon  re- 

appear in  another.  All  these  ciicumstances  should 
teach  us  precaution  as  to  the  prognosis. 

Inasmuch  as  we  have  already  acquainted  you 
with  the  method  of  performing  tenotomy  and  my- 

otomy, we  shall  lose  210  time  at  this  juncture  with 

j  superfluous  repetitions.  A  surgeon  who  is  not 
I  capable  of  appropriating  principles  or  technical 
maxims  in  new  exigencies  without  somebody  else 
doing  it  for  him,  is  scarcely  fit  for  that  responsible 
position.  Bat  that  you  may  fully  undei stand  the 
sort  of  cases  we  had  in  view  in  our  discouise,  and 
their  management,  we  propose  briefly  to  sketch 
some  in  illustration. 

1.  In  April,  1836,  Steomi-yek  took  charge  of  the 
case  of  a  lady,  then  some  30  years  of  age.  As  a 
childshe  had  enjoyed  good  health.  During  infancy 
she  had  been  a  casual  witness  of  the  acquired 
epileptic  paroxysms  of  her  brother.  But  for  a 
short  period  she  had  been  affected  with  eczema  of 
the  hands.  Later,  her  nervous  sy stein  had  exhib- 

ited an  increasing  excitability  without  giving  her 
however  any  serious  trouble.  About  seven  years 
previously,  the  patient  was  noticed  to  incline  her 
head  toward  the  shoulder,  which  was  however  set 
down  as  affectation.  In  the  spring  of  1835  the 
patient  experienced  a  sudden  fright,  and  from  that 
time  the  spasms  became  more  apparent,  and  grad- 



330 

LECTURES. 

[Vol.  X. ually  increased  in  vehemence.  When  Stromeyer 
first  saw  her  he  found  her  in  a  reclining  position 
on  a  sofa,  the  head  being  carefnllj  supported  hy 
pillows.  On  rising,  the  distortions  became  mani- 

fest. The  head  was,  with  sudden  jerks,  pulled 
toward  the  left  shoulder,  so  as  almost  to  touch  it, 
whereas  the  face  was  turned  to  the  right  so  that 
the  left  ear  came  almost  in  contact  with  the  stern- 

um. The  left  side  of  the  face  became  distorted, 
the  left  eyeball  protruded,  and  the  countenance 
manifested  the  expression  of  terror.  In  a  few 
seconds  the  spasms  subsided  and  the  head  could 
be  borne  erect,  in  order  to  return  again  with  the 
same  vehemence  in  about  the  same  space  of  time. 

"Whilst  the  spasms  lasted  it  could  be  clearly  dis- 
cerned that  they  were  located  in  the  sterno-mastoid 

muscle,  which  shortened  to  the  half  of  its  length 
and  projected  with  its  contours  accordingly.  Men- 

tal excitement  and  local  irritation  would  augment 
the  ephemeral  contractions,  whereas  extension 
would  diminish  or  even  prevent  them,  though 
causing  painful  sensations  along  the  affected  muscle. 
During  sleep  the  spasm  became  quiescent. 

Although  for  a  year  forced  to  a  reclining  position, 
and  deprived  of  out-door  exercises,  yet  her  general 
health  had  suffered  but  little.  Her  nervous  system 
exhibited  of  course  that  excitability  which  is  usually 
coupled  with  such  troubles.  The  patient  had  been 
Bubject  to  various  medicinal  treatment,  the  use  of 
mineral  waters,  etc.,  but  she  had  derived  not  the 
smallest  amelioration  therefrom. 

On  the  2Gth  of  April,  Stkomeyer  subcutaneously 

MEYER.  The  case  had  been  of  six  years  duration, 
and  the  affected  sterno-mastoid  muscle  had  become 
substantially  hypertrophied,  when  the  author  di- 

vided the  same.  The  result  was  instantaneous 
and  lasting. 

One  of  our  cases  occurred  in  a  justice,  55  years  old. 
The  clonic  spasms  of  both  trapezius  muscles  had 
existed  for  three  years  when  we  took  charge  of  it. 
Its  cause  was  doubtful ;  whether  from  rheumatism 
or  the  removal  of  a  lipome  from  the  right  supra- 

scapular region,  or  any  other  cause,  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  determined.  The  general  health  of 
the  patient  had  not  suffered.  The  spasms  had 
once  ceased  during  an  attack  of  typhoid,  but  re- 

curred with  convalescence.  They  became  likewise 
suspended  whilst  the  patient  was  asleep.  All  sorts 
of  treatment  had  been  vainly  tried.  The  subcu- 

taneous division  of  the  affected  muscles  afforded 

permanent  relief. 
The  other  case  comprised  the  right  cervical 

muscles  in  a  middle  aged  gentleman,  and  was  like- 
wise of  several  years  duration.  A  fall  with  the 

cervical  region  upon  a  projecting  substance  had 
evidently  been  the  cause  of  the  affliction.  The 
spastic  movements  of  his  head  were  twofold,  rota- 

tory toward  the  left  and  strongly  inclining  toward 
his  right  shoulder.  They  seemed  to  emanate  from 
the  right  sterno-mastoid  and  platysma-myoides 
muscles.  But  the  division  of  them  brought  but  an 
indifferent  amelioration,  on  account  of  the  deeper 
muscular  strata  being  likewise  involved.  There- 

upon we  proceeded  to  divide  the  scaleni  muscles, 

divided  the  sternal  portion  of  the  affected  mus-  j  which  were  the  most  tense  under  extension.  We 
cle,  in  which  the  spasm  seemed  to  be  centred,  j  commenced  the  operation  by  a  three  inch  long  in- 
The  momentary  relief  was  most  striking.  The  |  cision  at  the  external  margin  of  the  sterno-mastoid 
spasm  at  once  subsided,  and  the  patient  could  j  muscle,  and  near  its  thoracic  insertion.  Having 
easily  control  the  position  of  the  head.  Neverthe-  ;  divided  the  fascia  in  the  usual  way,  we  cautiously 
less,  and  in  spite  of  subsequent  extension  by  an  j  dissected  the  subjacent  connective  tissue  and  fat, 
appropriate  apparatus,  the  spasms  recurred  in  the  ;  employing  scissor,  director  and  scalpel  handle  in 
undivided  portion  of  that  muscle.  On  the  26th  ,  preference  to  the  knife.  Thus  we  approximated 
of  May,  the  sternal  extremity  was  likewise  di-    the  scalenus  anticus  which  presented  its  contours 
vided.  The  patient  now  quite  relieved,  went  into 
the  country  ''rejoicing,"  and  took  Driburg  Spje  as 
an  after  treatment.  In  September  slie  returned 
with  new  spastic  agitation  at  the  cervical  region, 
in  which,  however,  the  reunited  sterno  mastoid 
muscle  took  no  part.  Thw  examination  disclosed 
the  clavicular  portion  of  the  trap«iziu8  muscle  con- 

cerned in  tlie  automatic  movements.  The  division 
of  that  Btratum  removed  ilie  la.st  vestige  of  the 
trouble. 

For  a  similar  affliction  of  a  merchant,  Bujalsky, 
in  I'eterhhurg,  excised  pi«Mc9  out  of  the  two  ex- 

ternal brancheH  of  the  accessory  norvo  with  but 
temporary  relief. 

Amomhat'h  catie,  Gazette  M^'dir ale,  Dec.  1834,  No.  ' 
52,  preBents  great  similarity  with  that  of  Htuo-  I 

in  the  base  of  the  wound.    Next  we  isolated  that 
muscle  behind,  placed  it  upon  the  director,  and 
divided  it  half  an  inch  above  the  passing  sub- 

clavian artery.   Becoming  however  convinced  that 
the  deeper  cervical  muscles  took  part  in  the  spastic 
distortions,  we  rested  there  with  our  operation. 
The  wound  gave  us  no  trouble  ;  no  hemorrhage 
attended  the  proceeding.    The  patient  was  by  no 
means  cured,  but  so  materially  benefited  that  we 

'  had  no  cause  to  regret  the  operative  attempt.  Afl 
;  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  trace  the  patient's 
'  whereabouts,  we  have  ascertained  that  the  violence 
'  of  the  spasm  has  been  effectually  broken,  and  that 
I  he  is  now  able  to  control  the  remaining  incon- 

venience by  a  stiff  necktie  made  of  leather. 
[Ty  bo  coulinuod.] 
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SUEGICAL  CASES. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D. 
Of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

White  Swelling,  Caries  of  the  Kneejoint— Total 
Eisection— Recovery. 

Ellen  McMahan,  aged  16  jears,  was  admitted 
into  the  Brooklyn  Medical  and  Surgical  Institute 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  suffering  from  an  ; 
affection  of  the  right  knee  joint.    Her  j^ther  had  ! 
died  of  an  acute  disease,  and  her  mother  was  still  | 
alive  and  well.    About  nine  years  previously  the  1 
patient  had  been  attacked  by  measles.  Since  then 
ahe  had  experienced  pain  and  swelling  of  the  ar- 

ticulation, which,  from  additional  contraction  of 
th^e  ham-strings,  had  eventually  become  useless. 

On  admission,  her  condition  was  as  follows: 
general  health  tolerably  good  and  menses  in  order  ; 
the  surroundings  of  right  knee  joint  considerably 
intumised  so  as  to  exceed  by  1^  seconds  the  cir- 

cumference of  the  other ;  temperature  moderately 
increased  ;  color  little  changed  but  spotwise  of  a 
red  and  red-brown  hue ;  but  little  pain  on  press- 

ure ;  contours  of  the  articulation  obscured ;  fluc- 
tuation distinct  at  the  discolored  places,  other- 

wise obscured :  patella  from  the  flexed  position  of 
the  limb  immovable,  and  displaced  toward  the 
external  condyle  of  femur ;  the  tibia  rotated  on 
its  axis  ;  eversion  of  the  foot ;  contraction  of  ham- 

strings ;  rectangular  flexion  of  the  member ;  with- 
in the  mentioned  limits,  mobility  of  the  joint  with- 

out distinct  crepitus.  Rest  had  been  good  up  to  a 
very  recent  period,  but  of  late  had  become  dis- 

turbed by  "nocturnal  pains."  In  the  daytime 
she  is  a  little  disturbed  by  soreness  and  fixed 
dull  pain  of  the  articulation,  not  enough  though 
to  prevent  her  walking  about  on  crutches.  Affected 
limb  in  general  attenuated.  Patient  is  not  aware 
that  the  recent  increase  of  the  symptoms  has  been 
brought  on  by  any  sort  of  injury. 

Although  there  was  no  positive  evidence  of  articu- 
lar caries,  yet  the  case  was  set  down  as  such  from 

its  duration,  the  fluctuation  and  intumiscence  of 
the  soft  parts. 

In  correspondence  with  the  surgical  principles 
established  by  the  author,  it  was  decided — 

1st.  To  relieve  the  joint  of  its  morbid  contents 
by'carefully  executed  valvular  paracentesis. 

2d.  To  divide  the  contracted  ham-string  muscles, 
and 

3d.  To  bring  the  extremity  by  force  in  a'^straight 
position. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  this  programme  was 
carried  out  without  any  untoward  circumstance. 
On  that  occasion  about  2  ounces  of  pus  were  ob- 

tained, which  was  certainly  of  "laudable"  appear- 

ance, indicating  under  the  microscope  that  it  had 
already  entered  upon  a  fatty  metamorphosis.  On 
extending  the  extremity  hard  crepitus  was  clearly 
perceptible,  and  thus  the  diagnosis  confirmed.  Th« 
articulation  was  then  surrounded  by  closely  ap- 

plied adhesive  strips  and  the  extremity  secured  in 
a  straight  iron  splint. 

During  the  ensuing  week  all  went  on  well,  the 
patient  enjoying  perfect  immunity  from  pain  ;  all 

she  felt' was  a  moderate  heat  in  and  about  the  parts 
immediately  concerned.  When  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  dressings  were  removed,  a  new  articular 
collection  became  noticeable.  Otherwise  there  was 
no  material  change  in  the  general  aspect  of  the 
articulation,  except  that  the  discoloration  had 
slightly  spread  and  the  integuments  at  the  corres 
ponding  places  had  become  more  rarified. 

Another  puncture  being  determined  on  and  per 
formed,  furnished  a  more  limpid  but  otherwise 
homogeneous  and  well  constituted  pus.  The  treat 
ment  had  thus  lasted  sixteen  days,  when  the  in 
creasing  suppuration  of  the  articular  surface, 
accompanied  by  proportionate  constitutional  dis 
turbances,  rendered  the  necessity  obvious  of  re 
moving  the  disintegrating  structures. 

At  this  juncture  a  careful  analysis  was  duly  made 
of  all  the  circumstances  that  had  attended  the  case 
since  its  reception.  The  treatment  had  been  en- 

tered upon  with  a  view  of  arresting  the  disease  by 
removing  all  its  collateral  complications.  Doubts 
were  indeed  entertained  whether  such  a  result 
could  be  possibly  accomplished.  The  case  had  of 
late  been  slightly  aggravated  by  causes  not  known 
to  either  the  patient  nor  to  the  attending  surgeon. 
The  inference  seemed  to  be  rational  that  the  mor- 

bid condition  of  the  affected  structures  was  a 
sufficient  cause  for  the  recent  change.  Next,  it 
was  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  definite  diagnosis  of 
the  actual  disease  of  the  joint  before  the  contents 
of  the  same  had  been  evacuated.  The  puncture 
was  therefore  designed  as  both  explorative  and 
curative.  When  the  hard  crepitus  of  the  articular 
faces  was  thus  ascertained,  no  farther  doubt  ex- 

isted as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  bones.  The 
caries  of  the  same  was  proven  by  the  presence  of 
pus  and  crepitus  ;  but  the  hardness  of  the  latter 
seemed  to  indicate  that  there  was  likewise  necrosis. 
When  this  fact  had  been  established,  the  inference 
seemed  natural  to  attribute  the  recent  aggravation 
of  the  case  to  the  process  of  elimination  of  a  super- 

ficial sequestrum  not  yet  completely  detached.  It 
then  became  obvious  that  the  curative  object  could 
not  be  accomplished  for  which  the  programme  had 
been  laid  down.  The  eventuality  of  resection  pre- 

sented itself  as  next  in  order,  by  no  means  unfore- 
seen. Nevertheless  the  original  plan  was  strictly 

adhered  to  as  preparatory  to  impending  resection. 
For  it  will  be  remembered  that  surgeona  frequently 
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[Vol.  X. complain  of  the  trouble  to  retain  the  bones  in 
proper  apposition,  and  for  this  very  reason  the 
wiring  of  the  same  has  been  resorted  to.  In  one 
of  the  cases  of  resection  of  the  knee  joint,  by  Prof. 
Post,  of  New  York,  brought  before  the  Pathological 
Society  of  that  city,  that  accomplished  and  learned 
surgeon  remarked,  that  the  contracted  ham-string 
muscles  had  first  opposed  the  complete  extension 
of  the  extremity  and  subsequently  disturbed  its 
rest  and  position  by  frequent  muscular  agitations. 
So  important  an  observation^ was  not  lost  updn  the 
author,  who  since  many  years  has  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  reflex  functions  of  the  spinal  chord, 

more  especially  with  reference  to  articular  mala- 
dies. The  reason  why  the  ham-strings  were  di- 

vided in  the  present  case,  explains  itself. 
It  can  scarcely  be  said  that  the  preceding  oper^ 

ation  might  have  possibly  precipitated  the  issue  of 
an  exsection  of  the  knee-joint,  because  the  local 
trouble  evinced  already  an  aggravation  when  the 

patient  was  admitted  to  the  Institution,  and  be- 
cause the  operation  was  not  followed  by  reactive 

symptoms  that  would  justify  such  a  supposition. 
_  Although  the  patient  had  readily  given  her  con- 

sent to  the  operation,  a  few  days  elapsed  before 
the  latter  was  performed.  During  this  interval 
the  extremity  was  relieved  from  all  constraint  of 
dressing  or  splint.  Nevertheless  it  preserved  with- 

out change  its  extended  position.  Meanwhile  the 
fuppuration  speedily  advanced,  and  the  integu- 

ments became  at  places  so  thin  as  almost  to  give 
way ;  the  patient  suffered  but  little  from  pain. 
The  motion  of  the  affected  knee  became  at  last  so 
free  in  all  directions  that  no  doubt  existed  as  to 
the  softened  and  partially  destroyed  condition  of 
the  crutiated  and  lateral  ligaments. 

On  the  25th  of  October  the  operation  was  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  patient  being  in  profound  anaes- 

thesia. There  is  no  need  of  adverting  to  its  de- 
tails, inasmuch  as  the  ordinary  method  had  been 

adopted.  The  two  articular  surfaces  and  the  pa- 
tella were  removed,  the  former  by  a  wide  bladed 

saw,  which  I  deem  preferable  to  narrow  bladed 
ones.  Previous  to  closing  the  wound  I  carefully 
diaaected  out  all  serous  membranes  from  within 
and  the  neighborhood  of  the  joint,  which,  accord- 

ing to  HiLi.KoTH,  often  protract  the  closing  of  the 
lame  and  endanger  tlie  final  result  of  the  operation. 

In  all  I  removed  but  1^  inch  of  bone,  and  at  that 
I  left  fMjrfectly  sound  anrl  freely  bleeding  surfaces. 
The  Ijemorrhage  from  that  source  prostrated  the 
patient  considerably  and  required  the  free  use  of 
ioe  and  tampons  liefore  it  could  be  arrested.  The 
naction  was  therefore  slow,  and  ntiniulants  had  to 
be  Ufed  to  gome  extent  to  bring  the  patient  to. 
The  lK)n»'8  were  brought  in  close  apposition  by 

«ilvMr  wire.  'Whether  thin  was  still  necessary  after 
the  flexors  had  been  divided,  may  be  questioned. 

iiiBi 

Yet  inasmuch  as  in  a  prior  case  of  mine,  no  incon- 
venience had  been  derived  from  the  wire,  whereas 

it  had  done  good  service  in  steadying  the  extrem- 
ity, I  concluded  to  apply  again  two  wire  slings. 

At  last  the  limb  was  placed  into  an  iron  splint 
of  a  peculiar  construction,  giving  firmness  and  easy 
access  to  the  limb.  The  splint  (Fig.  1 J  is  very 

Fig.  1.  simple.  At  the  knee  cut  out  so  as 
to  leave  it  free  ;  with  a  foot-board 
and  fastened  to  a  piece  of  board 
so  as  to  prevent  rolling  over.  This 
plain  contrivance  so  completely 
answered  all  requirements  that 
there  was  no  need  of  the  costly 
apparatus  of  Billroth  and  others. 

The  patient  was  at  three  o'clock 
P.  M.  safely  placed  in  bed.  At  six 
o'clock  P.  M.  reaction  was  not  yet 
complete,  and  the  patient  vomited 
freely.  From  that,  however,  re- 

covery proceeded*  fairly,  and  was 
accomplished  in  ten  weeks,  when 
she  left  the  establishment. 
The  after  treatment  was  ex- 

ceedingly simple.  Warm  water 
dressing  under  oil  silk,  and  occa- 

sional warm  local  baths  were  used 

as  long  as  suppuration  continued. 
Every  three  or  four  days  when 
the  dressings  were  renewed,  the 
patient  was  placed  in  a  sitting 
posture  in  the  bath  and  left 
therein  fur  some  20  or  30  minutes. 

Whilst  the  extremity  was  carefully  supported  the 
dressings  were  taken  off,  the  limb  nicely  cleaned 
and  the  wound  syringed  :  then  placed  on  a  table, 
and  the  dressing  and  splints  readjusted.  Mean- 

while the  bed  was  made,  and  thus  cleaned  and 
rendered  comfortable,  she  was  replaced  upon  her 
water  bed,  which  she  used  during  the  whole  time. 
I  need  f^carcely  say  that  the  patient  owed  her  safe 
and  comparatively  speedy  recovery  to  the  care  in 
good  nursing  and  handling  she  received  during 
her  stay  at  the  Institution. 

Six  months  after  her  discharge  from  the  same,  I 
had  her  photographs  taken.  In  one  (Fig.  2.)  the 
bare  limb  is  represented,  which  shows  the  form 
and  cicatrix  of  the  knee.  In  the  other  CFig.  3.^ 
the  limb  is  surrounded  by  the  instruments  which 
she  was  directed  to  wear  for  the  first  year  in  order 
to  get  perfect  consolidation.  In  concluding  the 
foregoing  case  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  that  on 
a  recent  examination  the  bones  had  perfectly 
united,  so  that  not  the  slightest  mobility  remains. 
The  entire  extremity  is  but  J  of  an  inch  shorter, 
w(;ll  nourished  and  useful,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  patirnt  is  as  robust  as  if  she  never  had  under- 

gone the  least  ordeal. 
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Fig.  2. 

"With  reference  to  the  specimen  removed  I  have 
to  add,  that  the  articular  surfaces  of  both  femur 
and  tibia,  and  of  the  patella,  were  found  to  be  cor- 

roded, and  that  on  the  external  condyle  of  the 
former  there  was  a  flat  piece  of  dense  and  evidently 
necrosed  bone  in  progress  of  detachment.  The 
ligaments  had  undergone  softening  and  partial  de- 

struction. The  synovial  membrane  was  infiltrated 
with  gelatinous  material  and  exhibited  luxuriant 
development  of  connective  tissue. 

This  is  the  second  case  of  total  exsection  of  the 

knee  joint  I  have  performed;  that  of  Shaw,  re- 
ported in  tliese  pages,  being  the  first.  In  either 

case  the  local  result  was  satisfactory,  whilst  their 
respective  management,  though  in  point  of  cleanli- 

ness and  dressing  rather  laborious,  did  not  offer 
any  difficulty  whatsoever.  At  any  rate  I  had  not 
to  contend  with  the  much  complained  of  displace- 

ment of  the  bones.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  the 
previous  tenotomy  of  the  flexor  or  to  the  use  of 
wire  in  fastening  the  bones  to  each  other,  or  to 
both,  I  leave  the  reader  to  decide. 

Cholera  at  Bombay. 
A  sharp  visitation  of  cholera  in  Bombay,  has 

carried  off  several  Europeans,  but  the  scourge  has 
now  disappeared. — Lancet, 

PLACENTAL  PREBENTATIOW. 

By  J.  H.  Sherk,  M.  D., 
Of  Philadelphia. 

Placental  presentation  was  considered  by  those 
who  first  noticed  its  occurrence,  as  accidental.  The 
placenta  was  supposed  to  have  become  loosened 
from  its  attachment  to  the  fundus  or  sides  of  the 
uterus  above,  and  to  have  fallen  down  over  the 
mouth  of  the  womb.  Although  the  possibility  of 

such  an  'occurrence  may  not  be  positively  denied, 
we  at  present  understand  the  term  "Placental 
Presentation"  as  referring  to  that  condition  in 
which  the  placenta  is  implanted  over  the  os  uteri, 
in  like  manner  as  it  is  to  other  parts  of  the  uterus 
when  more  fortunately  situated. 

Since  the  connection  between  the  uterine  vessels 
and  those  of  the  placenta  is  the  same  in  placental 
presentations  as  when  the  placenta  is  situated  else- 

where, there  must,  necessarily,  upon  the  dilatation 
of  the  OS,  be  some  loss  of  blood.  This  hemorrhage 
is,  indeed,  the  great  danger  in  cases  where  the 
placenta  is  thus  unnaturally  attached ;  so  great, 
that  in  those  instances  where  it  entirely  covers  the 
uterine  orifice,  death  is  considered  almost  certain, 
unless  the  woman  be  artificially  delivered  at  the 
earliest  moment  possible. 

The  delivery  is  most  easily  accomplished  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  by  dilating  the  os  uteri  artificially, 
if  it  be  not  already  sufficiently  dilated,  introducing 
the  hand,  separating  the  placenta  from  the  uterus 

and  bringing  down  the  feet  of  the  child.  It  has ' 
been  recommended  by  those  who  subscribe  to  the 
theory  that  in  uterine  hemorrhage  during  labor, 
the  blood  proceeds  from  the  "separated  portions 
of  the  placenta"  and  not  from  the  uterine  vessels, 
that  the  placenta  be  withdrawn  before  the  child. 
Every  practitioner  of  midwifery  knows  that  we 
frequently  have  hemorrhage  when  the  placenta  is 
entirely  detached  ;  and  that  we  can  depend  upon 
uterine  contraction  alone  to  check  uterine  hem- 

orrhage. These  facts,  to  a  practical  mind,  must 
at  once  prove  the  absurdity  of  such  a  theory. 
Ramsbotham  says,  "the  hand  being  completely 
within  the  uterus,  the  passing  it  onward  to  the 
child's  feet  and  bringing  them  down  would  be 
much  more  easy  than  separation  of  the  placenta  ; 
and  that  leaving  the  child  iu  utero  after  that  mass 
was  withdrawn,  to  be  expelled  by  the  natural 
powers,  would  be  to  run  the  risk  of  a  persistence 
of  the  hemorrhage,  and  of  the  woman's  sinking 
under  any  additional  discharge  that  might  after- 

ward ensue."  When  the  placenta  has  been  re- 
moved and  the  hemorrhage  still  continues,  we  are 

to  attempt  delivery  by  turning  or  the  forceps;  if 
not  successful  we  must  resort  to  craniotomy. 

It  is  not  my^ntention,  however,  to  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  the  treatment  of  placental  pre- 
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[Vol.  X. sentation,  but  to  give  a  short  account  of  a  case 
that  occurred  to  me  a  month  or  two  ago,  in  the 
management  of  which  I  found  it  necessarj  to  resort 
to  means  other  than  those  above  mentioned  to  se 

cure  tl>e  safety  of  the  mother.    I  saw  Mrs.  A  , 
the  wife  of  a  poor  Irish  laborer,  for  the  first  time 
at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  August  7th  last.  Ac- 

cording to  her  own  calculation  she  was  to  be  con- 
fined about  the  Ist  of  September.  She  had,  how- 
ever, suffered  from  what  she  considered  labor  pains 

for  eight  or  ten  hours  previous  to  my  visit.  Tri- 
fling hemorrhage  from  the  vagina  had  frequently 

occurred  for  six  months  or  more  ;  during  the  last 
two  weeks  she  had  been  bleeding  almost  continu- 

ally. Her  strength  was  greatly  reduced.  An  ex- 
amination per  vaginam  at  once  revealed  the  nature 

of  the  case  to  be  that  of  placental  presentation. 
There  was  dilatation  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.  The  placenta  could  be  distinctly  felt 
through  the  orifice,  lobular,  fleshy,  and  connected 
with  the  inner  surface  of  the  os.  No  mistake 

could  easily  be  made  in  the  diagnosis.  The  hem- 
orrhage at  this  time  was  very  slight.  I  enjoined 

quiet,  and  expressing  the  belief  that  she  would  not 
immediately  need  assistance,  I  left  the  house, 
promising  to  return  in  an  hour  if  not  sooner  sent 
for.  I  returned  and  found  matters  unchanged, 
very  little  blood  indeed  having  passed.  At  3^ 
P.  M.  I  again  vi.->ited  her ;  she  was  now  bleeding 
quite  freely.  The  uterus  acting  feebly.  The  os 
was  dilated  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  admit  of  the 
introduction  of  the  hand.  The  placenta  covered 
the  whole  of  the  opening,  but  upon  introducing 
the  finger  into  the  os  on  the  left  side,  the  edge 
could  be  plainly  felt.  Beyond  the  placenta  the 
membranes  were  covered  by  a  soft,  fleshy  substance, 
easily  torn.  I  prepared  to  turn.  She  was  extremely 
nervous,  and  upon  the  introduction  of  the  hand 
into  the  vagina  she  conducted  herself  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  make  an  attempt  at  version,  without 
assistance  Cthcre  was  no  one  but  a  very  ignorant 
woman  in  att»»ndance a  very  hazardous  under 
taking.  I  sent  for  assistance  and  forceps.  I  could 
however  wait  for  neither.  The  bleeding  increased, 
and  the  case  became  one  demanding  immediate 
interference.  I  administered  stimulants  with  two 
drachms  of  wine  of  Krgot  (I  li^d  a  reliable  pre- 

paration), then  insinuated  my  finger  over  the  edge 
of  th»«  placenta,  on  the  left  si<le,  and,  with  great 
difficulty,  ruptun-d  tlie  nifmbranes  high  up.  Tho 
liPDiorrhage  ininiediat^ly  increased  to  an  alarming 
extent.  She  gapped — fainted.  Gave  her  more 
brandy  and  half  an  ounce  of  wine  of  Ergot.  She 
recovered  from  her  swoon,  and  with  her  recovery 
came  powHrful  uterine  contractions.  Tho  child 
WM  exi:Mdl<»d  in  two  pains,  pusliing  the  placenta, 
with  a  fold  of  the  umbilicus  hanging  over  it,  before 
it.    At  twfiuty  minutes  wanting  of  5  o'clock  the 

woman  was  bandaged  and  comfortably  placed  in 
bed.  Stimulants  formed  the  main  feature  of  the 
after  treatment.  She  had  an  ordinary  conva- 

lescence. The  child,  a  boy,  weighing  about  five 
and  a  half  pounds,  lived  two  days. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope, 

The  Plague. 

The  following  very  interesting  extracts  from  "  "Wild Scenes  in  South  America,  or  Life  in  the  Llanos  of 
Venezula,"  by  Ramon  Paez,  we  copy  from  the 
JBosion  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal : 

"  The  price  of  horses  in  the  country  is  greatly 
enhanced  of  late  in  consequence  of  a  devastating 
disease,  which  ha»  been  raging  among  them  for 
several  years  past  Great  numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  were  also  carr'ed  away  by  the  same scourge,  which  swept  over  the  land  like  the  cholera 
not  even  sparing  the  fish  in  the  rivers. 

"  This  frijrhtf'ul  epidemic,  which  the  Llaneros  have appropriately  styled  Feste,  or  plague,  is  supposed  to 
have  originated  in  the  great  primeval  forest  of  San 
Camilo,  at  the  head  waters  of  the  A])ure,  from  de- 

composition of  the  vegetable  detritus  accumulated 
there  during  centuries.  From  thence,  travelling 
eastward  along  the  course  of  the  river,  the  epidemic 
continited  its  ravages  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  and  villages  situated  on  the  right  bank, 
attacking  first  one  place  and  then  another,  until  the 
whole  province  scarcely  escaped  depopulation.  Even 
when  the  mortality  abated,  the  country,  which  until 
then  had  possessed  a  most  healthful  climate,  never 
recovered  its  former  8alul)rity  ;  fevers  of  a  more  or 
less  dangerous  character  prevail  from  that  time, 
especially  towards  the  end  of  the  rainy  season,  while 
the  raising  of  horses  has  been  entirely  abandoned  in 
consequence. 
"The  first  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  appeared 

among  the  crocodiles,  whose  hideous  carcasses  might 
then  be  seen  floating  down  the  stream  in  such  prodi- 

gious numbers,  that  both  the  waters  and  air  of  that 
fine  region  were  tainted  with  their  effluvium.  It  was 
observed  that  they  were  first  seized  with  a  violent  fit 
of  coughing,  followed  by  a  black  vomit  which  com- 

pelled them  to  quit  their  watery  home,  and  finally 
find  a  grave  amongst  the  thickttson  the  river  banks. 
The  disease  next  attacked  the  lish  and  other  inhabi- 

tants of  the  water,  with  equal  violence,  until  it  was 
feared  the  streams  would  be  depopulated.  The  fear- 

ful mortality  among  them  can  be  better  estimated 
from  the  fact  that,  for  more  than  a  month,  the 
rippling  waves  of  that  noble  river,  the  Apnre,  were 
constantly  washing  down  masses  of  putrefaction, 
its  placid  surface  being  by  them  actually  hidden 
from  view  for  several  weeks. 

"  The  next  victiniB  were  the  pachydermata  of  the 
Bwarrips,  and  it  was  a  pitablc  sight  to  see  tlie  sluggish 
rh\(juires  (capyvaras)  and  the  grizzly  wild-boars 
dragging  their  paralyzed  hind-quarters  after  them  ; 
hence  the  name  of  derrcngadera,  applied  to  this 
disease. 

"  Not  even  monkeys  in  their  aerial  retreats,  es- 
caped the  contagion,  and  their  melancholy  cries  re- 

sounded day  and  night  through  the  woods  like  tho 
wailings  of  the  eternally  lost. 

"It  ifl  a  singular  fact,  that  while  the  scourge  di^ 
not  sparcany  of  ihecountlcgs  droves  of  horses  roaming 
the  savannas  of  the  Apure  and  adjacent  plains,  don 
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keys-and  horned  cattle  were  seldom,  if  ever,  attacked, 
so  that,  by  their  aid,  the  owners  of  cattle-farms  were 
enabled  to  prevent  the  entire  dispersion  of  their^ 
herds." 

The  following  may  account  for  the  occasional 
.  development  of  malignant  pustule  among  those  who 
handle  hides  from  South  America  : — 

"  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  we  partook  of 
our  only  meal  that  day,  and  we  afterwards  retired  to 
rest,  but  not  to  sleep,  owing  to  the  incessant  noise 
made  by  the  cattle  in  the  corrals,  who,  during  the 
whole  night,  were  rushing  to  and  fro  as  if  goaded  by 
demons.  Sometimes  we  feared  that  the  fences  would 
give  way  before  their  mad  onset,  while  the  dnst  rose 
hi  suffocating  clouds,  filling  the  atmosphere  and 
mingling  with  our  food,  which  was  thus  rendered 
almost  unfit  for  use.  The  bellowing,  roaring  and 
moaning  of  the  herd  could  only  be  likened  to  the 
wild  confusion  of  a  battle-field.  Many  of  the  savage 
bulls  in  their  fury  turned  their  horns,  sharp  as 
bayonets,  against  their  own  kindred.  The  proiid 
padrote,  his  dusky  mate,  and  the  tender  heifer, 
shared  alike  in  the  slaughter.  The  next  day  numbers 
lay  gored  to  death  in  the  dust  of  the  corrals,  while 
otliers  presented  ghastly  wounds.  Soon  the  carcasses 
began  to  putrefy,  which,  added  to  the  particles  of  dust 
floating  through  the  air  we  breathed,  rendered  the 
atmosphere  intolerable.  Many  more  of  the  cattle 
died  of  suffocation,  and  others  from  an  infectious 
disease  induced  by  the  crowded  state  of  the  herd  and 
the  noxious  exhalations  from  the  carcasses.  We 
therefore  lost  no  time  in  branding  them  that  they 
might  be  set  free,  lest  the  infection  should  extend  to 
the  whole  herd. 

"Animals  affected  in  this  manner  exhibit  no 
symptoms  of  the  disease  until  immediately  prior  to 
their  demise,  when  they  are  observed  to  stagger  a 
few  paces  and  drop  suddenly,  as  if  shot  by  a  rifle- 
ball  ;and  yet  the  vultures  seem  to  possess  an  intuitive 
knowledge  of  this  approaching  dissolution,  in  proof 
whereof,  numbers  of  these  feathery  satellites  of 
death  can  be  seen  hovering  around  an  animal  which 
the  scourge  has  doomed,  although  it  is  apparently 
still  in  perfect  health.  The  infection,  fortunately,  is 
confined  to  the  horned  cattle,  no  instance  of  its 
transmission  to  other  creatures  occurring,  except  in 
the  case  of  men  venturing  to  skin  the  carcasses,  when 
it  assumes  a  different  form.  Persons  who  have  thus 
exposed  themselves  are  seized  with  a  horrible  swell- 

ing of  the  neck,  .commencing  with  a  pimple  not 
larger  than  a  pin's  head,  and  gradually  increasing  in size  until  it  extends  to  the  cerebellum.  Death  is  the 
inevitable  result  if  the  patient  is  not  promptly  at- 

tended by  a  skillful  physician.  There  were  two  or 
three  cases  of  the  kind  among  our  own  people,  but 
by  careful  treatment  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
save  them.  There  are,  however,  every  year,  many 
poor  fellows  in  that  improvident  region,  who,  not 
having  the  same  advantages,  are  carried  away  by  the 
distemper." 

Rupture  of  the  Heart. 
The  following  case  of  rupture  of  the  heart,  and  j 

other  injuries,  the  result  of  what  would  appear  to  be 
a  very  inadequate  cause,  we  find  in  the  Boston  Jfedi- 
cal  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination of  a  man  who  came  to  his  death  in  Provi- 

dence, last  week,  under  these  circunistances.  He 
entered  the  house  of  another  person,  who  Avas  lying 
upon  the  bed  recovering  from  a  fit  of  intoxication,  a 
scuffle  ensued,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  deceased 
was  found  in  a  dying  condition,  or  dead,  by  the  outer 
door. 
"We,  the  undersigned,  physicians  of  the  city  of Providence,  county  of  Providence,  and  State  of  Rhode 

Island,  being  called  upon  to  make  a  post-mortem  ex- 
amination of  the  body  of  Hugh  Tierney,  at  the  Police 

Station  on  Canal  street,  in  this  city,  do  testify  to  the 
following,:  Qpon  the  right  side  of  the  forehead  was  a 
bruise  breaking  the  skin,  one  inch  and  a  quarter 
long  by  a  quarter  wide.  There  was  a  smaller  and 
lighter  bruise  upon  the  left  side  of  the  forehead. 
There  was  a  fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  nose  and  of 
the  edge  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  all  evidently 
done  by  one  and  the  same  blow.  There  were  no  otheV 
marks  of  violence  upon  the  body.  Before  openino; 
the  chest  and  removing  the  breast  bone,  it  was  found 
fractured  midway  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs. 
On  the  inner  side  of  the  breast  bone,  on  the  right 
edge,  was  eflused  blood,  the  result  of  this  fracture. 
In  the  loose  cellular  tissue  under  the  breast  bone, 
called  the  anterior  mediastinum, /Tas  effused  a  large 
quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  breast  bone.  The  pericardium,  or  heart 
sac,  was  distended  to  its  utmost  with  clotted  blood 
and  its  serum — probably  a  pint  and  a  half.  Upon 
removing  this  we  found  a  rupture,  above  one  inch  in 
length,  in  the  ascending  cava,  or  the  large  vein  that 
brings  the  blood  from  the  lower  part  of  the  body  to 
the  right  side  of  the  heart.  Upon  further  examina- 

tion, we  found  a  rupture  of  the  left  auricle,  near  a 
half  inch  in  diameter.  This  rupture  was  at  the  apex 
of  the  auricle,  commonly  called  the  dog-s  ear.  There 
was  also  a  tear  of  the  heart's  sac  itself  more  than 
two  inches,  at  the  point  where  it  is  reflected  from  the 
base  of  the  heart  and  large  vessels,  from  whicl^ 
escaped  the  blood  found  in  the  mediastinum  mer  - 
tioned  above.  Upon  opening  the  heart,  there  was 
found  a  laceration  "of  the  living  membrane  of  the heart,  at  the  base  of  the  wall  dividing  the  two  auri- 

cles, three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length.  There  was 
a  rupture  of  the  membrane  covering  the  liver,  three 
inches  in  length,  and  effused  blood  had  peeled  it  up 
over  a  space  of  three  or  four  inches.  About  two 
ottnces  of  clotted  blood  was  found  in  the  abdomen, 
from  the  rupture  of  the  liv.er. 
"From  the  foregoing  facts,  the  undersigned  give 

it  as  their  opinion  that  the  said  Hugh  Tierney  came 
to  his  death  from  rupture  of  the  lieart,  caused  bv 

violence.  J.  W.  C.  Ely,  M.  D.  " G.  L.  CoLLixs,  M.D. 

Organic  Cells. 
The  Intellectual  Observer  gives  in  this  mnnti^*? 

journal  an  ei3itorae  of  Karsteirs  p;iper  on  T  • 
velopment  of  the  Organic  Cells''  (Pi- Annalen).  Karsten  finds  that  tlie  cell  ̂ v,!^,  > 
simple,  but  is  composed  of  Severn !  ci/Us  puir^ud 
within  the  other.  These  are  fre>iUeTitly  i/egenei-arA-d from  within  outwards  by  the  unfolding  of  thenttclear 
cell.  Each  of  these  cells  passes  throitgh  a  cotirse 
of  development  peculior  to  itself.  The  so-called 
nucleus  is  a  nuclear  cell.  .  ' .  .  Wliat  are  called 
the  constrictions  or  segmentations  of  tlie  cell-nucleus 
belong  in  fact  to  the  same  catogorv  as  tlie  so-tern.^'l 
germinating  cells.  These  forms  are  produced  '  v the  excessive  development  of  dauglitcr  cells  in  a  fully 
vegetating  parent  cell  which  is  in  course  of  destruc- 

tion The  rotation  of  the  cell  jtiices  ap- 
pears to  be  a  mere  phenomenon  of  uiilVsion,  endos- 

mosis  co-operating  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  property 
of  assimilation  possessed  by  the  inclosed  cell  wall  on 
the  other,  in  a  continuous  act  of  interutingliug  the 
materials  concerned. — Dublin  Jfcdieal  Press. 

To  Destroy  House  Flies. 
It  is  j)erhaps  not  generally  known  that  black 

pepper,  not  red,  is  a  poison  for  many  insects.  The 
following  simple  mixture  is  said  to  be  the  best  de- 

stroyer of  the  common  house  lly  extant : — Take  equal 
prcqiertion  of  fine  black  pepper,  fresh  ground,  and 
sugar,  say  enough  of  each  to  cover  a  ten  cent  piece  ; 
moisten  and  mix  well  with  a  spoonful  of  milk  (a 
little  cream  is  better)  ;  keep  that  in  your  room,  and 
it  will  keep  down  the  flies.  .One  advantage  over 
other  poison  is,  that  it  injures  nothing  else;  and 
another  that  the  flies  seek  the  air,  and  never  die  in 
the  house — the  windows  being  open. 
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PREMIUMS  FOR  IvEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  bave  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  Tliere  is  no  way 

in  wliich  a  physician  can  spend  monej  "to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  OxE  Dollar's  woeth  of  books  to 
their  libraries  he  e  'ft  r,  f  r  every  ne  e  subscriber  they 
send  us  with  the  subscripti  n  mon  y  in  advance  for  a 
ye  r.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  thej  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  il  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
iiuportant  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  mav  be  made. 

odointtographic  society  of  penn- 
SYLVA^riA. 

We  were  present  on  Tuesday  evening,  October 

Gth,  by  invitation,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Odonto- 
graphic  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  an  association  of 

•leutists  recently  established,  with  the  view  of  pro- 

uioting  scientific  research  in  its' rel  ttion  to  den 
tistry.  The  meetings  are  held  semi-monthly  in 
the  building  of  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College, 
and  judging  from  the  character  and  standing  of 
the  gentlemen  present,  and  the  published  trans- 

actions which  are  i)resented  monthly  in  the  Den- 

tal Cosmos,  we  should  infer  that  its  membership 

r-omprised  much  of  tlie  ability  of  the  profe-ssion  in 
the  city. 

The  objt-i  1  <>;  tii-  u.f.-tiug  at  wliich  we  were 
present  was  the  reception  of  a  description  of  a 
newly  invented  artificial  velum,  bv  Dr.  N.  W 

cases.  This  instrument,  which  is  designed  to  sub- 
stitute nature  in  cases  of  congenital  clefts  either  of 

the  hard  or  soft  palate,  or  both,  and  has  claimed 
for  it  by  its  inventor  a  fitness  for  its  office  which 

will  make  surgical  operations  in  any  case  undesir- 
able and  unnecessary,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 

ingenious  surgical  appliances  we  have  ever  seen. 
It  is  claimed  by  its  inventor  that  it  will  perform 

every  function  of  the  palate  as  far  as  the  modula- 
tions of  voice  are  concerned,  and  it  really  looks  as 

if  it  might.  The  apparatus  is  light,  weighing,  we 
should  think,  not  over  a  drachm  ;  the  adaptation 

to  the  natural  parts  is  very  simple,  being  so  de- 
signed that  every  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  the 

surrounding  muscular  features.  Whether  the  good 
offices  which  are  claimed  for  it  will  be  accomplished, 

remains,  we  should  infer,  to  be  in  part  at  least, 

tested.  "While,  deductively,  we  should  think  that 
not  a  jot  too  much  was  claimed,  yet  no  harm  can 

come  in  waiting  to  see  more  before  commendation 
is  too  freely  bestowed.  The  apparatus  is  made 
frony  vulcanized  rubber,  and  is  so  peculiar  in 
shape  as  to  make  a  description  somewhat  difficult. 
The  greatest  trouble  in  its  construction  seems 
to  be  the  getting  of  an  exact  model  of  the  parts  to 
be  fitted.  This  the  inventor  does  by  the  use  of 

plaster  ;  mixing  it  up  as  described  in  the  making 
of  plaster  splints,  and  in  this  state  holding  it 
against  the  parts  until  it  hardens.  Dr.  Kixgsley 
claims  that  the  instrument  will  last  several  years, 

bat  as  the  expense  of  making  it  seems  to  be  alto- 
gether in  the  model,  we  presume  that  its  renewal 

at  any  time  would  be  a  matter  of  little  cost. 
The  members  of  the  society  were  so  favorably 

impressed  with  Dr.  Kingsley's  invention  as  to 
vote  him  a  gold  medal. 

Dr.  Jacob  Gtilliams,  the  oldest  living  dentist  we 

believe  in  this  country,  is  President  of  the  Odonto- 
giaphic  Society. 

We,  will  add  that  Dr.  Kingsley's  unaffected 
modesty,  and  the  esprit  de  corps  exhibited  by  him 
in  freely  and  unreservedly  impavting  to  the  dental 
profession  a  minute  description  of  every  step  of 
the  process  in  tlie  manufacture  of  the  instrument, 
made  a  very  favorable  impression  on  the  audience, 

K1.XG8LBY,  of  New  York  city,  who  by  invitation  |  who  showed  their  appreciation  of  his  disinterested 
bad  brought  with  him  models  and  a  number  of  I  conduct  in  the  manner  stated  above.  We  trust 
the  appliances  arjapted  to  different  descriptions  of ,  that  in  tlii.s  respect  Dr.  Kr.vosLKy's  example  will  be 



1863.] NOTES  AND^'COMMENTS 337 

<3ontagious,  and  that  every  aew  dental  discovery 

•of  importance  to  the  well-being  of  mankind,  will 
in  like  manner  be  freely  imparted  to  the  profession. 

BEADING-CONFEBENCE- WRITING. 

The  medical  man  needs  to  be  well  read,  quick 

of  thought  and  action,  and  exact  in  his  profes- 
sional and  literary  efforts.  To  accomplish  these 

^nds  three  things  are  needful. 

First— a  good  library  of  modern  books,  which 
should  be  used,  and  not  merely  kept  as  an  orna- 

ment and  show  in  the  office. 

Second — frequent  intercourse  and  interchange 
of  thought,  experience  and  observation  with  his 
fellow  practitioners,  is  essential  to  the  proper  and 

ready  application,  when  needed,  of  the  ideas  ab- 
sorbed from  books.  He  should  therefore  frequently 

seek  the  company  of  medical  naen.  and  always  try 
to  receive  and  impart  some  practical  and  useful 

thought.  For  this  purpose  there  is  no  better  plan 
than  association  in  medical  societies.  Each  county 
in  this  State  and  in  every  State  of  the  Union  where 
there  are  enough  medical  men,  should  have  a 

medical  society,  and  the  meetings  should  be  held 
at  least  once  in  three  months.  They  will  be  found 

to  be  promotive  of  good  feeling,  to  diffuse  know- 
ledge, and  to  be  beneficial  in  many  other  ways. 

The  public  will  always  respect  more,  and  put 
greater  confidence  in  the  physician  who  belongs  to 
a  medical  society.  The  fact  that  he  is  in  frequent 
intercourse  with  the  first  medical  men  of  his  city, 
county  and  state,  is  of  itself  a  recommendation  to 
the  confidence  and  support  of  the  community. 

Third — to  be  exact  in  his  professional  and 
literary  efforts,  the  pen  should  frequently  be  had 

recourse  to,  to  record  the  thoughts,  ideas,  obser- 
vations and  experiences  that  result  from  his  daily 

labors  and  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  prac- 
titioners. What  a  loss  there  is  to  the  world 

because  of  the  neglect  of  men  to  record  their 
observations  !  How  rapidly  would  our  profession 
advance  in  knowledge,  if  its  members  would  instruct 

themselves  and  others  by  writing  down  what  they 
have  learned.  There  are  vehicles  enough  now  for 
the  propagation  of  ideas,  and  there  need  be  no  ex- 

cuse for  not  using  them. 

Bacon  says,  "Reading  maketh  a  full  man,  con- 
lerence  a  ready  man,  and  writing  an  exact  man ; 

and  therefore  if  a  man  write  little,  he  had  need 

have  a  great  memory ;  if  he  confer  little,  he  had 
need  have  a  present  wit ;  and  if  he  read  little,  he 
had  need  have  much  cunning  to  seem  to  know 

^hat  he  doth  not  know." 

Notes  and  Comments, 

Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers. 

On  the  28th  of  September  last  the  number  of  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  in  the  different  hospitals 
throughout  the  country  was  57,713— a  reduction  of 

nearly  one  third  from  the  number  in*  hospital  at 
the  same  time  last  year.-  Although  the  cartel  of 
exchange  is  virtually  suspended,  deliveries  of  sick 
and  wounded  are  of  frequent  occurrence  at  City 
Point — the  prisoners  being  placed  on  parole. 

A  Handsome  Compliment.^; 
A  splendid  service  of  silver,  costing  about  two 

thousand  dollars,  has  arrived  in  Washington,  intended 
as  a  bridal  offering  from  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Dr.  Letterman,  Medical 
Director,  who  is  to  be  married  on  Thursday  to  Miss 
Lee,  of  Frederick  county,  Md. 
A  very  handsome  compliment  to  a  worthy  and 

deservedly  popular  n^n,  and  efficieat  officer. 
Sick  and  Wounied  Conneoticut  Soldiers. 

Dr.  Wm.  M.White,  commissioner  for  Connecticut, 
will  soon  leave  Washington  for  Hilton  Head  and 
Beaufort,  under  instructions  from  Gov.  Buckingham, 
to  look  aftei*  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
Connecticut  soldiers. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTEK  FEOM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  Septe?nber  loth,  1&63. 
Ophthalmia  from  the  use  of  Sulphur. 

M.  BouissoN  gives  some  interesting  details  ou  a 
kind  of  ophthalmia  produced  by  the  sulphuring  of 
vines.  From  the  moment  this  practice  was  had  re- 

course to  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  oidium, 
it  was  perceived  that  sore  eyes  became  very  prevalent 
among  the  laborers  engaged  in  that  work.  Sulphur 
is  employed  under  the  form  of  a  sublimate  called 
flowers  of  sulphur,  or  else  in  a  triturated  state.  In 
the  former  case  it  contains  a  small,  but  perceptible 
quantity  of  free  sulphuric  acid— in  the  latter  case 
there  is  hardly  a  trace  of  it  and  accordingly  the  sub- 

limate is  infinitely  more  cffacious  than  the  mere  pow- 
der. Under  the  microscope  the  powder  presents  ir- 

regular forms  ending  in  angles  and  points,  while  the 
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[Vol.  X. floTvers  appear  under  the  form  of  very  small  round 
jjlobules.  hence  the  mechanical  action  of  the  former 
Is  much  more  irritating  than  the  flowers  of  sulphur. 
But  mechanical  irritation  of  the  sulphuric  acid 

on  the  conjunctiva  being  less  active  than  the 
chemical  one,  triturated  sulphur  is  less  injurious  to 
the  eye  than  flowers  of  sulphur.  Regarding  the 
instruments  used  for  the  diffusion  of  sulphur,  the 
bellows  are  less  hurtful  to  the  eyes  than  the  sieve, 
which  scatters  abont  a  great  deal  of  the  powder  in 
the  air.  A  man  works  7  hours  per  day,  during  which 

time  he  expends  about  20  pounds  of  sulphiir— the 
operation  lasts  five  days  per  hectare  (2^  acres)  and 
is  repeated  three  or  four  times  during  the  season.— 
Sore  eyes  are  chiefly  prevalent  during  the  last  sul- 

phuring process,  showing  that  heat  and  drought 
increase  the  irritating  effects  of  sulphur.  Women 
and  children  being  chiefly  employed  in  the  operation 
they  are  most  subject  to  this  kind  of  ophthalmia, 
which  how-ever  is  not  malignant,  and  generally  con- 

sists in  a  mere  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva. — 
The  mixture  of  sulphur  and  lime,  recently  proposed, 
is  more  hurtful  to  the  eyes  than  sulphur  alone,  but  a 
mixture  of  sulphur  and  plaster  is  better  for  the  eyes, 
thougli  detrimental  to  the  respiratory  organs. 

Sickness  in  Paris. 

The  Union  Medicale  has  received  the  following 
*'  communicated  "  note  from  the  ministry  of  the  in- 

terior:— "Tour  number  of  the  11th  contains  erro- 
neous details  relative  to  the  diseases  which  now  pre- 

vail in  Paris,  both  in  the  hospitals  and  private 
houses.  Diarrhoea  and  dysentery  are  habitual  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  the  heat  is  extreme  on 
account  of  excess  in  drinking  and  from  the  use  of 
fruit.  The  cases  which  have  occured  have  nothing 
of  an  abnormal  or  alarmino."  character.  Isolated  cases 
of  cholera  are  to  be  met  with  every  year.  Up  to 
the  present  time  only  two  have  taken  place,  and  not 
showing  anything  of  an  epidemic  character.  With 
regard  to  typhus  fever,  rather  numerous  cases  have 
been  met  with,  but  it  is  very  incorrect  to  say  that  they 
are  of  a  dangerous  character.  On  the  contrary  medi- 

cal men  agree  in  affirming  the  mildness  of  the  disease. 
At  the  Hopital  de  la  Riboisiere,  where  the  author  of 
the  article  points  out  a  mortality  of  nearly  50  per 
cent.,  there  have  been  only,  five  deaths  out  of  133 
patients  treated  for  that  disease.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  a  journal,  which  has  the  means  of  being  well  in- 

formed should  publish  statements  of  a  nature  to  cx- 
r  itc  uneasiness  in  the  puljlic  mind  without  verifying 
their  exactitude."  I  must  add  that  since  the  publi- 

cation of  that  article  tlic  weather  has  altogether 
changed,  and  the  heat  is  now  tempered  Ijy  cool 
brt'CZCB,  80  that  the  epidemie  wliieh  every  one  feared 
hasVntirely  dipappearcd. 

Ice  in  Diphtheria. 

appears  that  the  same  gentleman  hae  nsed  it  with 
equal  success  for  some  time. 

The    Black  Doctor"  come  to  Grief. 
The  well  known  black  doctor,     Vries,  was  lately- 

tried  at  Tribunal  of  Correctional  Police,  on  charges 
of  usurping  the  title  of  doctor  and  of  illegally  prac- 
tising  medicine.    Among  the  papers  found  in  his 

I  possession,  and  put  in  as  evidence,  was  the  pro- 
j  spectus  of  a  work  entitled  "  Clef  de  la  Nouvelle 
j  Alliance,"  presented  to  mankind  as  "  the  revelation I  of  a  new  era  which  shall  forever  close  the  abyss  of 
I  revolutions,  and  put  an  end  to  all  the  sufferings, 
I  wars,  and  catastrophes  atflicting  nations."  Really, 
I  it  would  be  well  to  send  a  good  number  of  copies  of 
j  this  work  to  the  Southern  States  !  ̂   Notwithstanding 
the  noble  object  he  had  in  view,  Vries  was  con- 

I  demned  to  2,000  francs  fine,  with  six  months  lodging 
in  a  prison  where  he  will  ruminate  at  his  leisure  on 
the  profound  ingratitude  of  mankind. 

Spiritism  and  Insanity. 
Recent  statistics  show  that  in  one  of  the  lunatic 

asylums  of  the  Department  of  the  Rhone,  one  third 
of  the  patients  owe  their  infirmity  of  mind  to  spiritism. 

Bavarian  Beei'. 
The  Berlin  Faculty  of  Medicine  has  commenced  an 

onslaught  on  the  drinking  of  Bavarian  Beer,  which 
they  declare  to  be  the  cause  of  innumerable  cases  of 
apoplexy.  Bavarian  beer,  which  was  not  known  in 
Prussia  twenty  years  ago,  is  now  largely  consumed 
in  that  country. 

Hare-lip  and  Cleft  Palate. 
At  a  late  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  Dr„ 

Sedillot  read  a  paper  on  a  remarkable  case  of  hare- 
lip, complicated  with  a  wide  split  existing  in  the 

roof  of  the  mouth,  or  hard  palate.  Dr.  Sedillot, 
following  Professor  Langekbeck's  method,  first 
detached  the  periosteum  from  the  two  osseotts  sur- 

faces of  the  palate  right  and  left,  and  joined  them 
together,  so  as  to  close  the  hiatus.  This  was  done 
on  the  23d  of  May  :  on  the  30th  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
was  restored,  except  a  small  fissure  still  remaining  at 
the  further  end.  As  it  would  have  been  the  height 
of  imprudence  to  renew  the  operation  before  the 
newly  closed  parts  were  perfectly  consolidated, 
the  operator  waited  until  the  2Gth  of  August,  when 
the  fissure  was  closed  by  means  of  a  portion  of  peri- 

osteum borrowed  from  the  adjacent  paft.  It  was 
remarked  that  the  portion  previously  restored  had 
undergoae  no  ossification,  but  had  nevertheless  been 
covered  by  a  new  mucous  membrane,  while  the 
space  which  had  been  denuded  of  its  periosteum  had 
received  a  fresh  coating. 

Canine  Madness. 

M.  Sanson,  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  has  just  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  in  which  he  states  some  remark- 

able facts  on  canine  madness,  commonly  and  erro- .'^iiif  c  mentioning  in  a  former  letter  tlie  use  of  ice 
ill  cnHcn  of  diphtlieria,  I  sec  that  profesgionai  corrcs-  j  ncously  called  hydrop?whia.     He  asserts  that  the 
pondentB  write  in  confident  tcrnis  of  its  bucccsb.  In 
a  recent  instance  of  an  alarming  nature,  Mr,  Lindi.e, 
Sorgcoii,  of  Derby,  applied  it  most  beneficially.  It 

necessity  of  biting  is  by  no  means  an  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  this  disease,  and  that  dogs  would  cer- 

tainly die  without  any  symptoms  of  phrenzy  if  they 
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were  entirely  revived  from  causes  of  excitement. — 
To  prove  this  assertion,  he  states  that  on  the  27th  of 
«fuly,  1860,  he  inoculated  two  dogs  and  a  horse  with 
the  saliva  of  a  mad  dog.  On  the  5th  of  August,  one 
of  the  dogg  became  melancholy,  remained  in  a  lying 
posture,  and  refused  food,  on  the  6th  this  state  con- 

tinued— the  animal  did  not  disturb  the  straw  in  his 
kennel,  and  did  not  bark,  on  the  7th  it  died  without 
having  had  any  fit  of  phrenzy.  The  other  dog  and 
the  horse  experienced  no  symptoms  of  disease ;  on 
the  9th  of  October,  following,  four  dogs  were  inocu- 

lated with  the  saliva  of  a  mad  dog  that  died  on  the 
11th ,  on  the  31st  following,  one  of  the  dogs  died 
with  every  symptom  of  furious  madness.  A  few 
days  later  another  died,  quietly,  like  the  one  men- 

tioned in  the  first  experiment,  not  having  been  ex- 
posed to  any  provocation.  The  two  remaining  dogs 

continued  in  perfect  health.  M.  Sanson  also  shows 
that  a  dog  laboring  under  the  first  symptoms  of  the 
disease  does  not  always  display  violent  irritation 
when  it  sees  another  dog.  He  concludes  with  the 
following  advice  : — Not  to  excite  a  human  patient  by 
offering  drink  or  otherwise,  whereby  his  sufi"ering8 
are  greatly  and  unnecessarily  increased,  but  to  keep 
him  quiet,  in  which  case  it  is  likely  he  will  expire 
with  the  least  possible  suffering  and  without  fits.  In 
support  of  this  opinion  of  his,  he  quotes  several 
cases  of  persons  having  fallen  victims  to  the  disflease, 
and  who,  previous  to  their  death,  were  constantly 
excited  by  their  physicians  and  persons  that  attended 
them.  In  one  of  these  cases,  the  physician  states  in 
his  report  that  the  patient  was  in  a  state  of  prostra- 

tion, and  appeared  calm — on  being  asked  whether  he 
would  like  to  drink  he  accepted  the  offer  with  joy — 
but  he  no  sooner  saw  the  bottle  and  glass  than  he 
was  seized  with  a  paroxysm.  M.  Sanson  asks  rea- 

sonably enough  why  he  was  offered  any  drink  at  all, 
and  why  he  was  not  allowed  to  die  in  his  state  of 
quiet  prostration  1 

Thallium. 
Your  readers  are  no  doubt  well  acquainted  with 

the  history  of  the  new  metal,  thallium,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  a  dispute  for  priority  between 
Mr.  Crookes  and  M.  Larny.  The  latter  gentleman  in 
a  paper  lately  addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
now  announces  a  property  of  that  metal,  the  dis- 

covery of  which  undoubtedly  belongs  to  him,  viz., 
its  deleterious  power.  Having  experienced  certain 
pains,  especially  in  his  lower  limbs,  while  pursuing 
his  studies  on  thallium,  he  was  induced  to  attribute 
them  to  a  noxious  influence  of  that  metal — and  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  such  was  the  fact,  he  dis- 

solved five  grammes,  or  about  a  dram  of  sulphate  of 
thallium,  in  milk,  and  offered  it  to  two  puppies,  each 
about  two  months  old.  But  after  tasting  the  liquid 
they  left  it,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  take  any 
more ;  on  the  following  day  the  milk  which  had  been 
forgotten  in  the  yard  had  disappeared,  and  it  soon 
turned  out  that  it  had  been  partaken  of  by  a  dog, 
two  hens  and  six  ducks,  for  a  few  hours  after  in- 

gestion the  dog  became  sad,  and  refused  to  eat, 
during  the  night  it  was  seized  with  violent  gripes, 

which  caused  it  to  utter  piercing  cries  ;  these  gripes 
continued  during  the  morning— the  dog's  features 
had  undergone  a  change— its  back  was  bent  up, 
through  the  effect  of  pain,  the  seat  of  which  was 
evidently  in  the  intestines,  its  hind  legs  after  a  con- 

tinuance of  convulsive  motions  became  paralyzed, 
!  and  it  died  64  hours  after  taking  the  poison.    On  the 
day  before  its  death  a  hen  and  six  ducks  died,  and  in 
those  which  were  watched  in  time,  the  paralysis  of 
the  legs  was  remarked.    The  two  puppies  which  had 
scarcely  touched  the  milk  had  meanwhile  shown 

i  symptoms  of  fatigue,  by  degrees  they  were  seized 
j  with  convulsive  trembling  and  could  hardly  stand, 
then  came  the  acute  pains  which  ended  in  death, 
although  every  precaution  had  been  taken,  appar- 

ently in  good  time,  to  save  their  lives.    All  these 
animals  being  subjected  to  dissection  there  could 
not  be  found  the  slightest  corrosion,  or  even  inflam- 

mation of  any  consequence,  only  the  gall-bladder  of 
the  do^  was  found  considerably  extended,  and  in 
some  of  the  ducks  various  serous  membranes,  that 
of  the  liver  especially  had  assumed  a  whitish  and 
granulous  appearance.    As  to  the  nature  of  the 
poison,  if  there  could  have  been  any  doubt  about  it, 
it  would  have  been  at  once  dispelled  by  the  charac- 

teristic green  band  peculiar  to  thallium  in  the  spectral 
analysis  of  the  organs  of  the  dead  animals.  Eight 
days  later  another  hen  was  taken  ill,  its  wings  hung 

j  down,  it  could  hardly  walk,  and  when  it  wanted  to 
!  peck  its  food  its  neck  seemed  to  have  lost  its  power 
of  bending  down  sufllciently,  so  that  its  beak  did  not 

!  reach  the  food ;  the  hen  was  killed,  and  thallium  found 
I  in  the  intestines,  but  in  a  very  small  dose  indeed,  and 
j  the  other  organs  did  not  contain  any.    M.  Larny 
j  next  administered  a  decigramme  (a  grain  and  a  half) 
j  of  the  sulphate  to  a  dog  two  months  old,  and  it  died 
[  forty  hours  after  taking  it.    Hence  M.  Larny  justly 
infers  that  sulphate  of  thallium  is  a  powerful  poison, 
producing  pain  in  the  intestines  and  paralysis  in  the 
lower  members.    This  poison  and  the  nitrate  have 
but  little  taste,  and  might  therefore  be  used  for  crimi- 

nal purposes,  but  fortunately  there  is  not  a  poison 
that  can  be  traced  with  more  certainty  through 
spectral  analysis  than  these.    This  new  method  of 
analysis  generally  bids  fair  to  render  excellent  service 
in  cases  relating  to  forensic  medicines. 

DOMESTIC. 

SPECIALTIES. 

Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

In  No.  18  present  volume  of  the  Reporter  is  "  a 
word  of  caution  "  upon  specialties,  to  which  I  beg leave  to  reply. 
Your  objections  to  specialties,  because  of  the 

tendency  of  specialists  to  advertise,  may  be  met  by 
a  similar  objection  to  a  general  practice  because  of  a 
tendency,  whenever  interest  demands  it  to  run  into 
some  ''ism"  or  "party."  As  this  was  your  only 
reason  given,  for  your  opinion,  I  am  not  willing  to 
yield  the  point  at  present. 
Why,  let  me  ask,  is  there  so  much  charlatanism 
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[Vol.  X. and  quackery  in  medicine  ?  Why  is  public  confi- 
dence so  prone  to  neglect  the  regular  practitioners? 

May  I  not  safely  answer  by  saying  that  it  is  because 
the  regular  practitioner  is  not  properly  qualified  to 
fulfill  the  multiparous  duties  of  his  profession  ?  I 
vill  venture  more  and  say  that  I  believe,  that  there 
are  very  few  who  receive  the  degree  of  medicine,  who 
ever  do,  or  ever  can,  approximate  to  that  perfection 
of  knowledge  which  will  enable  them  to  serve  the 
jtublic  in  a  manner  worthy  of  themselves  or  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  profession,  or  which  secures  to 
the  public  all  the  benefits  that  medical  science  should 
give  them. 

City  practitioners  would  not  hardly  be  willing  to 
become  apothecaries,  and  were  they  to  do  so,  one  of 
three  contingencies  would  follow,  they  would  have  to 
curtail  their  practice,  or  charge  exorbitant  fees  or  do 
injustice  to  their  patients,  lest  financial  troubles  would 
follow  to  a  fatal  issue.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  city  phys- 

icians are  true  specialists  in  comparison,  with  their 
more  numerous  cotemporaries,  country  practitioners  ? 

Once  a  country  doctor,  I  can  appreciatingly  and 
iutelligentlY  advocate  the  cause  of  specialists.  With 
a  range  of  practice  radiating  twelve  miles  distant 
from  a  common  centre,  (a  small  field  to  many,) 
memory  recalls  the  exhaustive  labors  of  ten  years  ex- 

perience where  facts  and  not  fancy  made  me  a  pedler 
of  pills  and  potions,  over  hills  and  through  dales,  in  | 
sunshine  and  rain,  snow  and  snow-drifts,  night  and  j 
day,  until  nature  rebelled  and  taught  me  to  approve 
the  specialist. 

Think  you,  that  there  was  much  time  for  reading, 
for  keeping  posted  with  medical  progress,  for  analysis 
of  chronic  disease  ?  I  was  not  a  specialist,  let  me 
assure  you,  but  an  apothecary,  a  surgeon,  a  physi- 

cian, a  dentist,  a  midwife,  a  collector,  a  "  jack-at-all 
trades  "  and  good  for  but  little  at  any  of  them.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  during  epidemics  of  dysentery  and 
typhoid  fever,  the  pathics,  and  ics  and  isms,  held 
glorious  court,  and  that  the  festivities  closed  with 
popular  eclat  to  those  who  could  devote  care  and 
time  to  patients,  of  whom  there  is  a  large  class,  and 
who  love  the  "  Doctor  "  better  than  medicine,  and 
■who  need  his  counsel  more  ? 

Not  all  the  doctors  who  ofTer  themselves  as  Homoeo- 
paths, and  Electrics,  and  Ilydropaths  are  quacks, 

but  rather  (if  not  honestly  such)  charlatans,  who 
bold  out  a  handle  for  the  public  to  grasp,  out  of 
pure  selfishnchs,  and  while  treating  patients  upon 
correct  prlDciplcs,  cloaked  for  the  game,  they  attri- 

bute to  their  outside  garment  all  their  success  which 
belongs  and  ought  to  be  attributed  to  legitimate 
science.  Need  I  claimthat  familiarity  witli  signs  and  \ 
•ymptoms  of  dificasc  is  essential  to  correct  diagnosis  | 
and  of  course  intelligent  treatment  ?  Let  me  appeal 
to  those  who  examine  the  retina  with  tlie  ophthalmo- 
pcopc,  the  mcmbrana  tytnpani  or  its  surroundings, 
tlie  08  tinc:c  in  ulerincrdiseapcfi,  incijjicnt  hypertroj)hy 
of  the  heart,  or  tul)crculo8ifi  in  itB  various  manifesta- 
tlona,  ovarian  dropsy  and  canc-iirous  degeneration. 
I  am  confident  that  there  arc  many  of  our  best  and 
mo»t  intelligent  phynicianB  who  arc  not  able  to  In- 

tion,  in  very  few  instances  above  mentioned.  It 
requires  constant  handling  to  perfect  our  skill,  in 
diagnosis  of  such  disease,  and  unless  a  physician 
becomes  a  specialist  he  may  not  see  half  a  dozen 
cases  during  a  life  time. 
How  has  medical  progress  been  made  in  the  last 

quarter  of  a  century  ?  To  whom  do  we  look  for  ad- 
vice and  counsel  if  not  to  specialists  ?  Where  would 

American  practice  be  without  its  Flint,  Gerhard, 
Williams,  Hats,  Hewson,  Littell,  Hamilton,  and 
a  host  of  others  who  have  devoted  their  time  and 
attention  to  special  departments  of  surgery  and 
medicine  ?  I  am  not  willing  to  yield  my  opinions 
upon  this  matter  unless  you  give  me  greater  evidence 
that  you  are  correct,  while  I  cordially  grant  that  your 
rank  as  a  journalist  and  your  professional  character 
entitles  you  to  the  highest  respect.  W. 

Springfield,  3Iass.  I 

READY  BECORD  FOR  BIRTHS  AND 
DEATHS. 

Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 
Having  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  enactment  of 

the  law  for  the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  I  am  equally 
anxious  that  its  success  should  be  complete,  and  its 
present  popularity  maintained.  With  this  view  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  city,  as  well  as  those  else- 

where, to  a  very  neat  and  convenient  "  ready  record  " 
for  transcribing  births  and  deaths,  which  has  been  in- 

troduced by  Messrs.  Lindsay  <t  Blakiston,  of  No.  25 
south  6th  street,  in  this  city,  into  their  incomparable 

j  little  pocket  diary  for  1864,  called  "  Physicians' 
Visiting  List,"  and  prepared  expressly  for  the  pro- fession. 

The  great  popularity  of  this  annual  renders  it 
entirely  superfluous  to  say  a  word  by  way  of  recom- 
dation  ;  it  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  am  sure  that  those 
who  have  used  it  for  a  single  year  would  not  fail  to 
provide  themselves  with  one  annually  thereafter.— 
Their  usefulness  and  convenience  can  only  be  esti- 

mated by  those  who  have  carried  them.  Now  that  a 
few  pages  have  been  added  with  printed  headings 
adapted,  for  registering  the  births  and  deaths,  and 
corresponding  with  the  blanks  prepared  by  the 
Health  OtTicer,  they  are  still  more  valuable,  will  save 
much  trouble  and  remove  an  objection  made  by 
those  required  to  report  their  cases  that  they  must 
always  keep  loose  memorandums  and  transcribe 
them  on  returning  home.  This  improvement  leaves 
every  one  without  an  excuse,  as  they  can  have  at  all 
times  a  blank  record  at  hand,  and  one  well  adapted 
for  the  permanent  preservation  of  their  births  and deaths. 

PniLADKLPIIIA,  Oct.  1864.       '  W.  J. 

A  Giant. 
M.  RuK'E,  "the  giant  of  the  Vosges  Mountains," is  visiting  Edin!)urgh.    He  is  8  feet  high,  4  feet  6 

round  the  chest,  wears  a  ring  presented  to  him  by  the 
Eni[»er()r,  wliich  is  three  times  as  large  as  ordinary 

telllgenlly  preacrlbc,  In  cases,  demanding  investiga-  '  rings,  and  sleeps  on  a  bed  9  feet  6  inches  long. 
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Army  and  Navy  News. 

Looking  after  ConvaleGcents. 
Snrgeon  Josiah  Simpson,  Medical  Director  of  the 

Middle  Department,  left  Baltimore  a  few  days  ago, 
having  received  orders  to  visit  all  the  Army  Hospitals 
in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States,  and  examine  the 
patients  therein  confined  who  have  been  absent  after 
the  expiration  of  their  respective  furloughs.  The 
War  Department  has  good  reasons  for  believing  that 
a  considerable  number  of  patients  in  these  hospitals 
have  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  for  active  duty  in 
the  field. 

Trusses  for  Enlisted  Men. 

By  a  circular  from  the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  it 
is  ordered  that  Medical  Directors  in  cities  where 
there  are  several  general  hospitals,  shall  designate 
one  in  each  city,  at  which  enlisted  men  requiring 
trusses,  will  report  themselves  to  the  Surgeon  in 
charge,  to  be  measured  for  and  fitted  with  the  proper 
instruments. 

Medical  Purveyors  are  ordered  to  cause  to  be  made 
and  to  furnish  trusses,  corresponding  in  measure 
and  description,  with  the  requisition  to  be  made  in 
each  case  in  lieu  of  the  usual  issue,  which  will  be 
discontinued  to  all  the  general  hospitals  where  this 
arrangement  can  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  Troops  at  Norfolk,  Yorktown  and  vicinity. 
The  executive  committee  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary 

Commission  which  met  in  Washington  recently,  re- 
port as  follows  concerning  the  health  of  the  troops  at 

Norfolk,  Yorktown  and  vicinity. 
"The  condition  of  the  troops  at  Norfolk,  York- 

town,  and  thereabouts,  was  represented  as  bad,  very 
bad,  and  growing  worse.  These  poor  fellows  are 
thoroughly  saturated  with  the  malaria  of  the  Penin- 

sula, and  no  quantities  of  quinine  or  whiskey  can  re- 
lieve them.  Change  is  the  great  desideratum.  Dr. 

Stimers  was  directed  to  wait  upon  the  acting  Sur- 
geon-General, and  urge  the  transfer  of  these  troops 

ere  it  should  be  too  late.  Col.  Barnes,  acting  Sur- 
geon-General, replied  that  the  Medical  Inspectors 

had  already  recommended  a  change,  and  that  still 
further  efforts  would  be  made  for  relief. 

Dismissed. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  Surgeon  J.  C.  Fisher 
United  States  Volunteers,  has  been  dismissed  the  ser- 

vice for  persistent  failure  in  making  to  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office  monthly  reports  of  station  and  duties 
as  required  by  circular  from  that  office. 

The  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  at  Gettysburg. 
The  Surgeon  and  Assistant  Surgeons  in  charge  of 

the  wounded  at  Gettysburg  have  united  in  an  address 
expressing  their  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  affairs  of  the  commission  have  been  managed  at 
that  place  since  the  late  battle.  The  surgeons  say 
they  are  convinced  that  the  system  adopted  by  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  of  disbursing  their  supplies 
only  on  the  requisition  of  a  surgeon,  is  the  only 
proper  and  safe  method.  Any  other  course  neces- 

sarily supposes  an  extra  force,  which  is  calculated  to 
cumber  the  hospital  with  irresponsible  attendants, 
and  to  distract  the  public  benefactions,  if  not  divert 
them  from  a  just  and  equal  distribution  among  the 
patients  for  whom  they  are  intended. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

TJ"ew  York  City  Dispensaries. 
The  monthly  report  shows  that  during  September 

medical  and  surgical  services,  vaccination  and  medi- 
cine were  afforded  gratuitously  to  7,649  persons  by 

the  New-York,  Northern,  Eastern,  and  Northwestern 
Dispensaries.  Of  these  were  treated  at  their  dwel- 

lings, 1,326 ;  at  the  Dispensaries,  6,473  ;  and  321 
were  vaccinated  ;  13,536  prescriptions  were  gratui- 

tously dispensed  at  the  several  offices,  being  an 
average  of  more  than  two  to  each  patient.  The 
principal  causes  of  death  were  phthisis  and  marasmus. 
The  prevailing  diseases  chiefly  affected  the  digestive 
system. 

A  New  Disease  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
The  So7tth  Carolinian,  formerly,  and  we  suppose 

still  edited  by  our  old  friend  Dr.  Robert  W.  Gibbes, 
says  that  a  new  disease  has  broken  out  in  Charleston 
to  which  he  gives  the  name  of  "  Febris  Crustacea." We  will  not  give  the  symptoms,  which  he  details  very 
minutely.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  disease  will 
probably  last  while  the  city  is  held  at  the  mercy  of 
Gen.  Gilmore's  batteries,  and  that  the  mere  utter- 

ance of  the  cabalistic  words,  "  Hold— enough !"  will 
prevent  a  fatal  termination. 

Population  of  the  World. 
A  Berlin  professor  finds  that  Europe  contains 

73,000,000  inhabitants,  Asia  720,000,000,  Africa 
89,000,000,  America  300.000,000,  and  Polynesia 
2,000,000— total,  1,283,000,000.  Of  this  little  crowd 
about  33,000,000  die  in  each  year,  which  is  87,761  a 
day,  or  61  per  minute.  Another  professor  calculates 
that  36,637,843,275,075,855  people  have  lived  on  the earth  since  the  creation. 

"Bitters!"  Worse  than  a  Humbug. 
The  Agriculturist  *  that  dauntless  and  intelligent 

exposure  of  quackery  and  humbugs  of  all  kinds,  has 
the  following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  "  Bitters," 
in  its  number  for  October.  The  subject  is  a  very 
serious  one,  and  our  profession  should  earnestly 
labor  to  arouse  the  public  to  a  sense  of  their  danger. 
Let  our  readers  get  this  article  copied  into  their  local 
papers.    It  is  earnest,  sensible,  and  to  the  point. 

The  land  is  full  of  bitterness.  We  speak  not  now 
of  the  woe  and  anguish  caused  by  war,  but  of  what 
promises  to  be  scarcely  less  disastrous  in  its  results 
upon  individuals  and  families.  During  the  present 
year  we  have  traveled  four  or  five  thousand  miles, 
through  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  all  that 
route  there  has  hardly  been  a  point  where  the  eve  did 
not  meet  an  advertisement  of  somebody's  "  Bitters," 
Upon  every  available  space,  on  the  walls  of  build- 

ings, on  the  fences,  on  the  surface  of  rocks  and 
stones,  upon  the  bridges  and  telegraph  poles,  indeed 
everywhere  "  Bitters^"-"  Strengthening  Bitters," 
"  Healing  Bitters,"  "  Invigorating  Bitters,"  "  Life 
Saving  Bitters,"  or  some  other  "  Bitters  " — stare  one in  the  face.  This  is  most  strikingly  the  case  in  some 
portions  of  Illinois,  So,  too,  the  newspapers  abound 
in  advertisements  of  these  various  bitters;  and  in 
every  hotel,  tavern,  and  down  to  the  smallest  3  by  4 
drinking  shop,  attractive  rows  of  bottles  labeled 
*' Bitters"  are  everywhere  to  be  seen.  We  know  of 
large  glass  manufactories  run  almost  exclusively  in 
the  manufacture  of  bottles  for  Bitters. — Now  all  this 
costs  a  "  mint  of  money,"  and  this  money  has  al- 

*  The  American  Agriculturist,  Omnge  Judd,  Editor,  New 
York — $1  a  year. 
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ready  come  and  is  coming  from  those  who  buy  and 
drink  those  Bitters— showing  an  immense  consump- 
tion. 

But  what  are  these  "  Bitters  ?" — With  scarcely  an 
exception,  they  are  essentially  a  cheap  form  of  al- 

cohol—Avliiskey,  gin  or  rum.  Most  contain  a  little 
bitter  extract — some  more,  some  less — added  as  a 
blind,  or  as  a  slight  tonic.  Take  out  the  alcohol,  and 
all  that  remains  would  not  amount  to  much — good 
or  bad.  Whiskey,  or  gin,  that  under  its  own  proper 
name  would  not  sell  for  lifty  cents  a  gallon,  is  put 
into  bottles  costing  four  to  seven  cents  each,  five  to 
eight  bottles  to  the  gallon,  labeled  at  the  cost  of  a 
penny,  and  sold  at  a  dollar  a  bottle,  or  at  least  five 
dollars  a  gallon.  The  attractive  label,  the  great 
gtories  told  of  the  healing  and  strengthening  prop- 

erties, lead  people  to  pay  these  'jDrices.  This  much 
is  sheer  humbug.  But  there  is  a  worse  feature.  We 
stopped  at  the  house  of  a  western  farmer  who  would 
not  for  the  world  incite  in  his  children  a  taste  for  and 
love  of  alcoholic  drinks.  Yet  influenced  by  the  ad- 

vertisement in  his  family  paper,  and  a  religious  one 
at  that,  he  had  bought  and  used  several  bottles  of 
these  bitters,  and  supposing  us  to  be  wearied  with  a 
long  day  's  travel,  he  proffered  us  a  glass  of  "  strength- 

ening bitters."  Two  of  his  little  boys  were  given  a 
spoonful  each  before  breakfast — "to  keep  off  the 
chills."  We  told  him  he  was  feeding  them  with  gin, 
and  laying  the  foundation  for  a  drunkard's  life  and 
a  drunkard's  grave. 

We  constantly  meet  with  persons  who  daily  use 
these  "  bitters."  The  temporary  stimulant  afforded by  the  alcohol,  deceives  them  into  the  belief  that 
they  are  '  ■  invigorating,"  or  "  strengthening."  When 
the  excitement  subsides,  and  the  natural  reaction  and 
lassitude  follow,  they  take  another  dose,  and  so  go 
on.  We  say  in  all  seriousness,  that  the  enormous 
Bale  and  use  of  these  "  bitters  "  is  doing  more  to  pro- 

duce wide-spread  dissipation  and  drunkenness,  by 
begetting  a  taste  for  alcohol,  than  can  be  counter- 

acted by  the  efforts  of  all  the  Temperance  Societies 
that  have  yet  been  organized.  Let  us  beg  of  every 
man  who  would  not  bring  up  his  family  to  be  drunk- 

ards, and  who  would  keep  out  of  temptation  himself, 
to  banish  these  "  bitters"  of  every  A;mcZ  from  his  house, and  discourage  their  sale  in  the  community.  We 
have  had  column  after  column  of  advertisements  of 
them  offered  for  the  Agriculturist,  but  we  would  as 
soon  admit  advertisements  of  sugar  pellets  which  we 
knew  contained  concealed  arsenic  or  strychnine. 

MARRIED. 

Bkrg — KI5HP.T. — .^t  the  rpsidonce  of  the  brid©'»  father, HoLendauqux,  on  the  12th  iust.,  by  Rev.  C.  Ilarle,  J.  Fred 
Bervr,  M.  D. ,  of  New  Hrun^wick,  N.  J.,  and  Emma  W.,  youngest 
daui^hter  of  Samuel  Kiusoy,  Esq. 

Ei.AM— SAxnBKrtn.-*.— On  Tuesday,  Sept.  22d,  at  the  parish 
eh.ireh,  Slieflle.ld,  by  Kev.  C  E.  CaiiiidL,'e,  M.  A.,  of  Wakefleld, 
Charle*  Elam.  M.  I>  ,  and  Helen  Au.,Mi-ita,  fourth  daugliter  of 
B'lward  Y.  Sand«r«ou,  Esq.,  of  Endciitfti  Granije  and  of  Now 
York. 
Maxdkvii.le— TRKt,,— In  IIol)oken,  on  Wednesday,  October 

7th,  Ijy  Il«v.  Dr.  Ahee),  Frederick  B  Mandevillo,  M.  D.,  of 
Newark,  and  Sarah  Teel,  daujfhter  of  George  T.  Teel,  Esq  ,  of IJohoken. 

IJoni.sso.f— Cox.— On  Tlinrsday,  Octobpr  8th,  IRO.'?,  at  the 
rei»id«;nce  of  the  bride'*  father,  Buckiii^h*m,  Bucks  County, 
I'a.  by  the  Uer.  J.jlin  Toilow,  W  illiam  T.  liobi n«ou,  M.  D., 
^ur^»f«n  of  lii4lli  liegimont  l'enn<yl vaiiia  Volunteers,  and lf\Tj  .M.,  youmjest  dauf  liter  of  .lattice  F  -x.  Esq. 

ItorrR— l'i'i'>TT.  — At  OlenwcMid.  Krankf<rd,  Philadelphia,  at 
the  ro«ideoce  ot  the  bride'«  molliwr.  SeptcinbiT  2'nh,  by  Iler. H.  A  Hunstcker.  J.  Warren  li-.yer,  .M  1)..  of  the  Trappo, 
Moni/{)mery  County,  and  Anna  lioi  bort  I'ig  )tt,  of  the  former 
pUr«. 

DIED. 
HooKfR. — On  the  fith  ln«t.,  at  the  reiidence  of  licr  brothor- 

In-iaw,  Albert  Raldwin,  Eliza  B.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles 
llo'ikrr,  deceased,  of  New  Haven. 

SiiiTEKif  K.  — >uddcnly  on  .Saturday,  Oetob^r  .^d,  of  typhus 
^ter,  Arthur      shtrerick,  M.  D.,  in  the  3Slh  year  of  hu  ago. 
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Croup  
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BACK  NUMBERS. 
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:  for  pottage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growini<  scarce,  aud 
i  wo  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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PREMIUMS! 

For  every  new  name  sent  us  by  one  of  our  subscribers  with  the  amount  of  a  year's  subscription 
inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Works 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.  We  furnish  Subscribers 

with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.  The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 

ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

THE  MICROSCOPE. 
Brockl©6hy — Wonders  of  the  Microscope   $1  2ii 
Carpenter — The  Microscope  and  its  Revelations.    8vo   4  oO 
King — Microscopist'fs  Companion.    8vo.,  cloth   1  50 Qnekett — Lectures  on  Hixtology.    Illustrated,  2  vols   5  75 
Wythe — Microscopiist'a  Manual   1  25 

MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. 
Asbtoa — The  Rectum  and  Anus   $2  00 Bernard  and  Robin — The  Blood.    12mo   75 
Bndd— The  Liver     3  00 
Epitome  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect   7  00 Garrat— Medical  Use  of  Electricity   3  50 
GrosvS — American  Medical  Biography   3  50 
Habersham— The  Alimentary  Canal   1  75 
Holland — Medical  Notes  and  Reflections   3  00 
Holmes — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science   1  25 
Quain— The  Rectum.    Plates   2  25 
Renouard—HiKtory  of  Medicine.    By  Comegys.    8vo   3;% 
Ruah— The  Human  Voice  .'   2  50 Sunley— Diseases  of  the  Bones   150 
Todd  — Acute  Diseases   1  75 
What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo   1  00 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
Bedford — Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics   $4  50 
Gazeaux— NMdwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- Uon.    Illustrated   4  50 
Pewees— System  of  Midwifery   ,3  20 
Meigs — Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics   4  00 
Montgomery  on  l^reguancy   3  75 
Jfoegerath  and  Jacobi — Contributions  to  Midwifery   3  00 Ramsbotham— Obstetric  Medicine   5  50 
Svmpson — Obstetric  Memoir*  and  Contributions.    2  vols   6  00 
Tyitr  Smith— Lectures  on  Obstetrics   4  00 

PATHOLOGY. 
Chrtmel— General  Pathology   i3  00 
Groati — Pathological  Anatomy   4  75 
Henle— General  Pathology   2  00 
Jones  and  Sieveking— Pathological  Anatomy   3  75 
Paget— Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated   3  50 
Rokitau«ky — Pathological  Anatomy   5  50 
Virchuw— Cellular  Pathology   4  50 
Vogol — Pathological  Anatomy   3  00 

PHARMACY. 

Bwiseley— Druggists'  Receipt  Book   $1  75 Mohr  and  Redwood — Practical  Pharmacy   2  75 
*Parri«h— Practical  Pharmacy   3  00 Pharmacopoeia  of  the  U.  S   1  00 

PHYSIOLOGY. 
Caa-penter — Comparative  Physiology   $5  25 Elements  of  Physiology   3  00 

"          Principles  of  Human  Physiology   4  75 
Dalton — Human  Physiology   4  50 
Draper —      "             "    5  25 
Dunglison — *'             "        2  vols   7  00 
Kirko — Hand-Book  of  Physiology   2  00 
Lehman— Chemical  Physiology.    1  vol   2  25 

"        Pliysiological  Chemistry.    2  vol   6  00 Paine — Institutes  of  Medicine   5  00 
PRACTICE  OP  MEDICINE. 

And ral— Medical  Clinic.    3  yols   $5  00 
Barclay — tiedical  Diagnosis.    8vo   2  25 Bennett — Lectures  on  Clinical  Medicine..    6  00 
Copeland — Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.    3  vols.,  cloth   18  75 

"               "                       "                    "      sheep   20  00 
Cyclopedia  of  T'ractical  Medicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  and  Dun- glison.   4  vols   12  00 
*Da  Costa's  Medical  Diagnosis    Hartshorne — Memoranda  Medica   1  00 
Maxon — Practice  of  M(!!diciue   4  00 
Tanner — New  Manual  of  Practice   1  25 
Von  Diiben— Microscopical  Diagnosis   1  00 
Watson — Practice  of  Pliysic   5  00 
M'illiams — Principles  of  Medicine.    Svo   2  50 Wood— Practice     Medicine.    2  vols   7  50 

*  In  press. 

SKIN,  DISEASES  OF  THE. 
Cazenave  and  Schedell  on  the  Skin  \   $2 
Nelligan  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin   1 

"       Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.    Colored  Plates   4 
Ilayer — Diseases  of  tiie  Skin.    By  Bell.    4to  4*)  plates   lo 
Wilson — Skin  Diseases.    Plates,  colored   4 Treatise  on  the  Skin  and  Hair   1 

STOMACH,  INDIGESTION,  ETC. 
Budd  on  Diseases  of  the  Stomach   (1 
Chambers  on  Digestion  and  its  Derangements   2 
Habersham  on  the  Alimentary  Canal   1 

SURGERY. 
2»f» Bernard  and  Huett — Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Colored  plates,  one-half  morocco  |20  00 
Cooper— Surgery     5  00 
Druitt — Modern  Surgery    3  7S 
Erichsen — Science  and  Art  of  Surgery   5  00 
Gross — Principles  aiid  Practice  of  Surgery   12  00 
Miller— Principles  of  Surgery   3  7a 

"        Practice       "    3  7b 
Mott — Surgical  Clinic   1  00 
Nelaton — Clinical  Lectures  on  Surgery.    By  Atlee     3  00 
Paget — Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated   3  50 
Sargent  -Minor  Surgery   1  fK) 
Smith — Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svo   12  00 
Velpeau— Surgery,  by  Mott.    4  vols   1«  09 

SURGERY,  MILITARY. 
Bartholow — Manual  for  Medical  Examination  of  Recruiti",  &c   $1  2S 
Gross — Manual  of  xMilitary  Surgery    63 
Guthrie — Surgery  of  the  Crimean  War   2  2-» 
Longmore  on  Gunshot  Wounds  '.   1  00 Macleod — Surgery  of  the  Crimean  War   1  rO 
Ordrouaux  — Manual  for  Military  Surge. )ns   1  2« 
Smith— Hand-Book  of  Surgical  Operations   1  7» 
Stromoyer  and  Esniarch  on  Gunsliot  Injuries   7i 
Tripler— Haud-Book  for  the  Military  surgeon   1  00 
Woodward— Hospital  Steward's  Manual   1  2» 

URINARY  ORGANS,  ETC. 
Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits.    New  Edition   $2  75 
Gross  on  the  Urinary  Org.ms   4  76 
Lallemand  on  Spermatorrhrea.    By  Wibon   2  00 
Manuals  of  the  Uriuo,  Blood,  Ac   1  2* 
Morland  on  tlie  Urinary  Organs   3  cO 

''       on  Uratmia   76 
Todd  on  the  Urinary  Organs   1  60 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
Acton  on  the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs   $4  00 
Bumstead  on  Venereal    3 
Hunter  on  Venereal  with  Notes  by  Rioord    
Ricord— Illustrations  of  Syphilitic  Diseases.    4to  Colored  Plates 

"        Letters  on  Syphilis  
"       Vcuerc:il  l>isca,'<i\s.  Svo  

Vidal  on  Venereal.    Colored  Plates  

8  26 1 .  00 

2  Ot) 1  0 
4  00 

MEDICAL  JOURNAL -COMMUTATIONS. 

We  will  furnish  either  of  the  following  works,  in  couiioctioa  with  the 
RicpoiiTHii,  to  subscribers  who  pay  the  full  amount  in  ndvancs,  at  th« 
reduced  rates  indicated ; Prlro  of  hoth 

The  Re-porter  and  the  London  Lancet,  ( r^-publishod mouth! v)   $(3  00     $8  iV) 
<'  "  and  Bra'Ulncaites  liftronpect,  (semi-an- nual)  5  00      6  CO 
"  "       and    Hombur«er's  Journal   of  Opthal- 

moloyy,  ̂ 'i-nu'iithly)    4  .'iO      5  00 ««  ««       and  Von  Duben's  .Microscopial  Diagnosis..    3  60   .  4  00 
»«  "       and  Lindsay  and  Blakiston's  Visiting  List for  1SG4,  with  the  name  stumped  on  the 

tuck  in  gilt  letters,  for  2  >  pHtit'iit"-  Tui  ka    3  70      4  00 
««  ^  and  i  hysicians' Hand-Book  of  Practice  for 1S(U.  Townsend,  N.  Y.  The  name 

stamped  ou  the  tuck  in  gilt  l«tter*   3  85      4  J6 
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NIVERSITY   OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
^illA.    MEDICAL  DEPAKIMENT. 

KI>'ETY-EIGHTII  SESSION  (lS63-«4.) 

-PHILADEL- 

WjijaAJf  Gibson.  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery, 

,»K>.>K'}K  B.  Woop,  M.  D., 
Kmoriius  I'rofessor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. NASirBL  Jackso.v,  M  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicines. 

m-.jH  L.  HoPUE.  M.  D., Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
fi^i'H  Carso.v,  M.  D.,  Children  ] 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 
1K»SEBT  E.  Rogers,  M.  D  , 

ProtVfSor  of  Chemistry. 
.K>s6PH  Leipy,  M.  D  . 

Professor  uf  Anatomy. 
HtwET  H.  Smith,  M.  D  , 

Professor  of  Surgery. 
Wn.tiAM  Peppkk.  M.  D  , 

Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
y.  GcTBXET  Smith,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
H.  A.  F.  Pe.nkose,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
.K>Hir  H.  Packakp,  M.  D  , 

l-emoustrator  of  Anatomy. 
The  Lectures  of  the  Session  will  begin  on  the  second  Monday  of  Octo- 

b'^r  and  close  on  the  fir.-^t  of  March. 
One  Introductory  will  be  delivered  to  the  Course. 
Clinical  Instruction  is  given  ihr.nigli»ut  tlie  Se.s.sion,  in  the  Medical 

Hall,  by  the  Professors,  and  at  the  Hospitals.-  At  the  Philadelphia 
li.wpital,  containiug  o71  b^ds,  iu.structiju  is  free. 

Military  Surgery  and  Uygieue  will  be  fully  taught  by  the  appropriate rjiairs.  — 
The  Dissecting  Eoom«,  under  the  snperiutendence  of  the  Professor  of 

Anatomy  and  the  Demon.'strator,  are  oreu  from  the  middle  of  Sep:ember. 
The  lloom  fur  Operative  Surgery  nud  the  Application  of  Bandages, 

Ac  ,  is  open  early  in  September  and  throughout  the  Session,  under  the 
«aperTifiion  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Surgical  Demonstrators,  {  ̂  ISS'^h^^k.  D. Pee^. — For  the  Lectures  (each  Professor  $lo),  $105  ;  Matriculation  Fee 
'paid  once  only),  $5;  Graduation  Fee,  $3  '. 

R.  E.  ROGEKS,  M.  D.,  Dtan  of  the  Ifedical  Faculty, 
University  Building. 

Sauvrl  Price,  Janitor, 
University  Building. 

P.  S.— B.  ard  may  be  had  at  from  &2.50  to  $G  per  week.  Im — 355 

*8  00 

5  00 

5  5^1 

4  UO 

4  25 

4  00 

ClOMMUTATIONS.— Ths  followir.g  -Jf  orks  will  be  fur- 
/    ni»Led  ;it  the  reduced  rates  indicated,  to  fcubaciibers  who  pay  the 

•  all  amount  in  advance  :  p^i,.^  ,,0,1, separately. 
Thb  Rbpobtbb  and  the  London  Lancet,  (republished 

monthly)  $6  00 
"  and  Hombur^'er's  Journal  of  Opthul- m<ih)'jy,  (Bi-monthly)   4  50 

"         and    liriiUtiwaite's   Retrospect,  (semi- annual)  .5  00 
"  and  Vdii  Duben's  Microscopial  Diagnosis,  .3  tJu "  and  Pljysicians'  IIuud-Bo  k  of  i'lactice 

for  l-3';4.  Towiisiud,  N.  Y.  The  name 
Htamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters    .3  S3 

"  and  LiudKay  and  Blackiston's  Visiting List,  ]  sf;4  _2.j  jiiitieul.H,  tucks— the  name 
stamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letterH   3  70 
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NEIRVOUS  DEAFNESS.  Its  Nature,  Causes,  and 
Tr*'attncnt.  Tr4iu-.hi  ed  fruin  the  Ficiich  »\  ■'  J>ii(  iieniM-,  '  w.;h  «ddi- 

•i.  uv  By  LAfKK5f:K  Tl-r.mu-i.L  M.  J>.  of  lMnladelj.!ii.i.  Amu!  .-urg.on 1-  HowarJ  H<j-piial,  Ac,  Ac.  One  V.jlum.',  li^u^o.,  pp.  119,  illu-traied 
«-ith  Wood  Eagraviogn. COSTESIS. 
J  >,y,u,'r,p  ,     Action  of  the  Procv-'H  of  Localized  Faradization  applied  to •:  ••  li-    •rrnfilof  N<'rv..n»i  \)l■.^.<n*■^<^. 
V-  •    I>.  •     -tmt.njf  tlie  Th^rapoiitic  Value  of     DnclienueN  Melliod." '         of  the  M.jtor  Muim;1»:»  uf  the  Small  Bonos  and  of  the  Chorda 

"       Wallz*»d  Faradization  to  Ifysterlc  DcafnPHH,  Deaf- 
'  ■  «f  Hiilphaic!  of  Qululue  DertfuenH  c.»n^ucutive  to '  riiptiv..  F<)v.■r^  rwnlhtlng  all  prevlouj)  Ireatiucut  and .ty  y»'ar»  dnratluu. 

I'lirribull,  31.  IJ.,  Definition  of  Nervous  DeafnenH, I'loory  <if  ih<!  Diwa-p,  HbynioloKy,  Pathology,  .'•ynip- -.  I'r'./nodiw.  and  Tr«;Htm»'nt. 
1  .  - 1.       •     >,^^^■t^  of  lb.,  Kki"iktkk.  N.  K.  Cor.  Seventh  and  Karmom •fmctS  and  by  Llud.ay  k  Blakl.i..n,  No  2.»  «.,nth  Sixth  •Iroet. PHirE  TMIKTV  KIOIIT  CK.NTi. 
Tht>  book  will  b«  iKsut  to  any  addrew,  pyeU»g.j  laid,  on  receipt  of 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUK- GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1S6S— 64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., 

Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  Pi  lRCE,  D,  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry, 
E  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Pro  lessor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

fr.  fessor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  S.  FO  :BES,  M  D..  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Pliynology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S  . 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  regular  Cour.se  will  comineuce  on  the  first  Monday  of  N-ovember 

and  couti'jue  until  the  first  of  i^Iarch  ensuing. 
During  Octuber  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 

delivered  every  "-"aturday,  by  one  of  the  Profes.^ors,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furaished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction 
Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demonstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Slatii- culiuion  Fee,         Diploma  Fee,  $3j. 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  DEA3T, 
349--"m.  501  N.  Sevtnth  St.,  Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — FIRST ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863-64. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  KiXGSBtJRT,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry. 
Thos.  Wakdle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuiLLEif,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  aiwi  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  fLAGG,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry, 
He?;rt  Moktox,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
\Vm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstra  tor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  and  pre- liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  day 

duriug  the  month  of  October;  the  lecture  on  Wedne.-dayof  each  week, 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  teaching.  The  regular Course  of  Instruction  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
and  continue  until  the  clo.se  of  the  ensuing  February. 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illu.strated  by  the  extensive  and  vahmble 
collections  of  Anatomical,  Pathological  and  Mineralogical  specimens, 
and  the  i^hilosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  of  the various  Chairs,  and  every  opportunity  will  be  afforded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Litboratory  for  obtaining  a  praciicaZ  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentistry. 

Fiii-s. — Matriculation  ('paid  but  once\  §5  ;  Tickets  for  the  Couise,  ki- cludingthe  Demonstrators',  -$100;  Diploma,  $30. For  further  particulars,  address 
J.  H.  McQUILLEN,  Deax, 

347-6m  1112  Arcli  Street,  Pldladdpftta. 
OURCrlGAL  &  ORTHOP^DICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
O  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS,  ktc— D.  W.  KOLBE.  Al  and  34  South  Nikth 
Street,  next  door  to  tlie  University  ot  Penn'a,  Philadelphia,  manufac- tures to  order  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of 
SURGICAL  INS  I'RU.MENTS,  only  of  the  best  quality  and  most  approved l.attern.  Attention  is  ca,lled  to  his  ORTHOP.EDICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
-Many  yeais  til  indefjiligable  labor  and  extensive  experience  has  earned 
hiiu  the  piitroLage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  in 
...'eiieral.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  no  establishment  in  this 
country  or  abroad  has  attained  to  such  perfection  in  this  important  de- partment. Hi.s  ARTIFICI.VL  LIMBS  are  made  in  strict  accordance 
with  anatomical  facts,  and  their  construction  is  entirely  ditterent, 
lighter,  and  yet  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- liou.  address  the  iiiauufaciurer.  AttMY  and  Navt  Ofpickks,  Hospitals. 
and  the  trade  in  general,  supplied  on  reasonable  terms.  Ordi^rn  by  mail priimjjtly  filled. 

Rkfkuk.sceij: — All  the  eminent  surgeons  of  thls.citjr   337 
SAMUEL  S.  WHITE  (Successor  to  Jones  &  Whiter 

manufacturor  of  I'ORCKLAIN  TEETH  an<l  DENTISTS'  MATERI- ALS, Gi)ld  and  Tin  Foils,  Dental  Instruments,  Gold  and  Silver  Plate, 
<t|ierating  Chairs,  Corundum  Wheels,  Lathes,  Furnaces,  Rolling-Mills, 
Blow-Pipes,  and  all  other  articles  used  by  the  Profession.  SURGICAL 
INSTRL'ilENTS,  of  the  best  quality,  in  cases  or  single,  as  may  be  d»- Hired,  suppli.-d  to  order,  consisting  of  Lithotomy,  Amputating,  Trepan- 

ning Ohstelrical,  and  Dissecting  Instrumeut.s.  Catalogues  sent  on  ap- 
plication.   Also,  imblisher  of  the 

DENTAL   COSMOS:   A  Monthly  Record  of  Dental 
Hcif-uce.    Devoted  to  the  iutcreHts  of  tlie  Prol'e.ssiou.    iidited  bv  J. D.  Whitk,  M  D.,DD.S.,  J.  H.  McQpille.v,  D.D.S,  Geo.  J.  Zieuler, 

M.l).  Terms  per  annum,  in  advance,  $2.50.  Specimen  numbers  sent 
on  application. 

Dh'ots  — .'*2S  Arch  street,  Philadelphia;  638  Broadway,  New  York  ; 
IC  Tiemout  Eow,  Boat-.n;  lo2  Randolph  street,  Chicago.  345 
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Communications, 

EKEOES   IN  DIAGNOSIS:  WHY  ARE 
THEY  SO  COMMON? 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 
Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 

There  are  few  things  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
more  difficult  than  the  art  of  diagnosis,  and  yet  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  too  many  practitioners  form 
their  opinions  and  regulate  their  treatment  of  dis- 

ease, on  evidence  that  is  inadequate,  and  which 
would  not  be  acted  upon  in  the  most  ordinary 
aflfairs  of  life.  Nothing  injures  the  reputation  of 
a  physician  so  much  as  errors  in  diagnosis.  If  he 
mistake  the  disease  of  a  patient,  his  judgment  and 
skill  will  be  immediately  called  in  question,  and 
if  they  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  he  will  soon 
find  that  his  occupation  is  gone.  The  success  of 
every  physician,  in  a  great  measure,  depends  upon 
his  skill  as  a  diagnotician.  If  he  fail  in  this  par- 

ticular, it  matters  little  how  proficient  he  may  be 
in  other  departments  of  medical  science,  it  will 
always  be  a  serious  obstacle  in  his  way  to  pro- 

fessional eminence.  The  greatest  lights  in  the 
temple  of  modern  medical  science  have  been  men 
who  have  been  highly  gifted  as  diagnoticians. 
Thomas  Watsox,  BE^•TLY  Todd,  Theophilus  Thomp- 

son, George  B.  Wood,  W.  W.  Gerhard  and  Au!>tin 
Flint  rank  much  higher  in  the  profession  than 
other  men,  because  they  excel  in  this  department 
of  medical  art. 

This  is  no  new  doctrine  ;  it  was  distinctly  taught 
by  Hippocrates.  Listen  to  his  quaint  language  on 
this  subject — "  Many  physicians  t>eem  to  me  to  be 
in  the  same  plight  as  bad  pilots,  who,  if  they 
commit  mistakes  while  conducting  a  ship  in  a  calm, 
do  not  expose  themselves,  but  when  a  storm  and 
violent  hurricane  overtake  them,  they  then,  from 
their  ignorance  and  mistakes,  are  discerned  to  be 
what  they  are,  by  all  men,  namely,  in  losing  their 
ship.  And  thus  bad  and  common- place  physicians, 
when  they  treat  men  who  have  no  serious  illness, 
in  which  case  one  may  commit  great  mistakes 
without  producing  any  formidable  mischief,  (and 

such  complaints  occur  much  more  frequently  to 
men  than  dangerous  ones,)  under  these  circum- 

stances, when  they  commit  mistakes  they  do  not 
expose  themselves  to  ordinary  men ;  but  when 
they  fall  in  with  a  great,  a  strong  and  a  dangerous 
disease,  then  their  mistakes  and  want  of  skill  are 
made  apparent  to  all.  Their  punishment  is  not 
far  olf,  but  is  swift  in  overtaking  both  the  pilot 

and  physician." 
•  But  why  are  errors  in  medical  diagnosis  so  com- 

mon ?  They  may  be  principally  attributed  to  two 
sources,  namely,  ignorance  and  carelessness.  Suf- 

ficient attention  has  never  been  paid  to  diagnosis 
as  a  special  branch  of  medical  art.  Until  quite 
recently  it  was  not  taught  as  a  distinct  branch  of 
medical  science.  Students  were  graduated  by  the 
hundreds  and  sent  out  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
the  profession  without  any  practical  knowledge 
upon  the  subject.  The  student  was  not  taught  at 
the  bed  side  of  the  sick  to  diagnosticate  disease. 
It  was  sufficient  that  he  studied  two  or  three  years 

in  a  physician's  office,  attended  a  course  or  two  of 
lectures,  and  saw  a  few  surgical  operations  in  some 
hospital.  But  to  examine  a  case  for  himself,  make 
out  a  diagnosis,  and  prescribe  for  the  patient, 
under  the  eye  of  a  competent  teacher  who  was  able 
to  correct  his  mistakes,  was  a  thing  almost  un- 

heard of.  Some  private  physician  might  have 
taken  this  much  pains  with  his  pupil,  but  for  a 
learned  professor  in  one  of  our  medical  colleges  to 
become  thus  familiar  with  a  student,  he  was  in 
danger  of  compromising  his  dignity. 

During  the  last  few  years,  however,  things 
have  changed  somewhat.  For  the  purpose  of  ren- 

dering instruction  in  medical  science  more  prac- 
tical, clinics,  as  they  are  called,  have  been  estab- 

lished by  some  of  our  colleges  and  hospitals.  At 
these  clinics  they  profess  to  teach  clinical  medicine, 
diagnosis  in  particular.  But  it  will  not  require  a 
very  acute  observer  to  see  that  the  whole  thing  is 
a  perfect  farce.  In  those  that  I  have  visited  I 
could  see  but  very  little  that  would  aid  the  student 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  medical 
diagnosis.  The  mode  of  instruction,  as  commonly 
pursued  at  these  clinics,  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
tliat  followed  in  nearly  every  other  department  of 
learning.  A  class  of  medical  students  in  the  pres- 

ence of  a  clinical  teacher,  may  be  compared  to  a 
class  of  school  boys,  who  have  all  their  mathemat- 
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ical  problems  solved  for  them  by  their  teacher. 
It  is  remarkably  easy  for  a  pupil  to  pass  the  rounds 
of  learning  in  this  way.  But  how  much  will  his 
mentiil  powers  be  strengthened  by  this  mode  of 
instruction.  Experience  answers,  very  little.  TJie 
pupil  must  stand  up  for  himself ;  exercise  his  own 
mental  powers,  and  grapple  earnestly  with  every 
difficulty  connected  with  the  solution  of  a  given 
problem.  When  he  has  been  successful  he  feels 
that  his  mind  has  gained  new  power,  and  he  is 
prepared  to  go  in  quest  of  new  discoveries,  en- 

counter greater  difficulties,  and  achieve  more  bril- 
liant victories  on  the  field  of  science. 

In  all  our  popular  medical  clinics,  the  student 
is  a  mere  spectator.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with 
examining  the  patient,  making  out  the  diagnosis, 
or  prescribing  the  treatment.  Any  difficult  prob- 

lem connected  with  the  patient's  malady  is  worked 
out  for  him  by  another.  He  therefore  loses  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  personal  inspection,  and 
the  necessary  mental  exercise  which  would  follow 
as  a  sequence.  His  memory  alone  may  be  strength- 

ened, but  his  perception,  reason  and  judgment  are 
stultified.  If,  therefore,  medical  students  are  to 
l>e  benefited  by  these  exercises,  the  whole  order  of 
conducting  them  will  have  to  be  materially  changed. 
In  a  class  -of  twenty  or  thirty  advanced  students, 
let  four  or  five  be  selected  every  day,  to  each  one 
let  a  patient  be  given  for  examination.  Let  each 
one  make  out  his  own  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
his  case,  after  which,  the  professor  of  the  clinic, 
in  the  presence  of  the  class,  may  criticise  or  cor 
rect  anything  that  may  be  wrong  either  in  the 
treatment  or  diagnosis.  This  is  the  plan  pursued 
at  the  clinic  of  Professor  Albrkcht  Von  Gkaefk, 
of  the  Royal  University  at  Berlin.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  teachers  of  clinical  medicine  in 
Europe.  His  specialty  is  ophthalmology.  In  the 
examinations  of  his  pupils  he  is  said  to  be  very 
strict;  they  must  give  a  reason  for  every  opinion, 
and  th«»  diagnosis  of  no  case  is  permitted  to  pass 
without  undergoing  the  most  rigid  scrutiny. 

If  the  above  course  was  pursued  by  our  teachers 
of  clinical  medicine,  our  students  on  leaving  col- 

lege would  be  better  prepared  to  enter  upon  the 
practical  duties  of  the  profession.  Their  knowledge 
would  be  something  more  than  •theoretical ;  it 
would  be  definite,  and  in  most  cases  positive.  And 
afl  such  it  would  stand  the  test  of  practical  expe- 

rience. Instead  of  entt^ring  upon  the  jiractice  of 
medicine,  as  tlie  great  mass  of  them  do,  with  a 
note  book  filled  vith  tlie  so-called  remedies  for 
diseaHe,  th»dr  minds  would  be  richly  stored  with 
those  gn-at  practical  truths  which  unfold  the  nature 
of  dUf&Hn,  and  the  symptoms  and  signs  by  which 
it  if)  interpreted.  Their  diagnosig  would  be  some- 

thing more  than  a  mere  conjecture — it  would  ap- 

proximate to  positive  knowledge.  This  would 
render  them  efficient  practitioners,  and  their  suc- 

cess would  be  commensurate  with  their  highest 
aspirations.  It  is  for  the  want  of  this  knowledge 
that  so  many  of  the  graduates  of  our  colleges  never 
succeed  as  practitioners.  And  our  country  will  be 
filled  with  quacks  of  all  descriptions  until  there  is 
a  radical  reform  in  this  particular.  Diagnosis 
must  be  something  more  than  a  mere  conjecture, 
and  treatment  more  than  an  experiment.  If  phy- 
siciai^s  were  as  well  educated  in  this  branch  of 
medical  art  as  they  should  be,  errors  in  diagnosis 
would  be  comparatively  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
those  charlatans  who  profit  by  them  would  be 
compelled  to  seek  a  living  in  a  more  honest  and 
honorable  way. 

Another  thing  which  we  might  mention,  that 
has  been  a  serious  hinderance  to  the  successful 
cultivation  of  the  art  of  medical  diagnosis,  was  the 
want  of  text  books  on  the  subject.  We  had,  it  is 
true,  several  excellent  works  devoted  to  the  diag- 

nosis of  chest  diseases  and  urinary  organs,  but 
aside  from  these  we  had  no  systematic  treatise  on 
the  general  subject  of  medical  diagnosis.  But  this 
difficulty  has  been  in  a  great  measure  obviated  by 

the  publication  of  Dr.  Barclay's  "Manual  of  Med- 
ical Diagnosis."  We  look  upon  this  book  as  fill- 

ing a  great  chasm  in  our  medical  literature.  The 
want  of  such  a  book  was  felt  by  every  enlightened 
member  of  the  profession.  In  our  judgment  it  is 
a  work  of  more  than  ordinary  merit,  and  the  writer 
has  executed  his  self-imposed  task  with  rare  ability. 
The  topics  discussed  are  of  commanding  interest, 
and  are  worthy  of  the  most  careful  study.  And 
having  very  recently  been  revised,  it  has  been  ren- 

dered much  better  adapted  than  before  to  fill  the 
growing  wants  of  the  profession.  In  its  classic 

pages  the  student  will  find  much' to  assist  him  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  arduous  studies,  and  the 
busy  practitioner  who  may  want  a  convenient  and 
accessible  work  for  speedy  reference  in  the  ex- 

igenc'ea  of  his  daily  duties,  will  seldom  seek  in 
vain  for  such  information  as  he  desires. 

But  while  some  physicians  err  in  their  diagnosis 
for  the  want  of  knowledge,  there  are  many  who 
do  the  same  from  nu're  carelessness;    Their  mind 
does  not  appear  to  be  intent  upon  their  business. 
They  never  investigate  a  patient  s  malady  with 
that  attention  which  they  should  do.    They  may, 
perhaps,  ask  a  few  questions  in  relation  to  the 

[  sufferer's  general  health,  look  at  liis  tongue,  feel 
his  pulse,  and  send  him  away  with  a  prescription 

;  that  is  not  at  all  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  his 
■  case.    Ib^  is  not  l>enorited,  and  in  some  instances 
I  positively  injured.  This  will  almost  always  be  the 
I  case  if  the  more  potent  articles  of  the  materia 
'  medica  are  prescribed,  and  the  cHagnosis  be  very 
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erroneous.  In  this  way  great  injury  is  inflicted 
upon  the  reputation  of  the  profession,  as  well  as 
those  who  are  afflicted  with  disease. 

If  there  is  one  man  in  society  who  should  be  at- 
tentive, cautious  and  careful,  that  man  is  the  phy- 

sician. To  a  certain  extent  the  health  and  life  of 

the  community  are  in  his  hands.  One  mis-step  on 
his  part  may  break  the  golden  cord  on  which  is 
suspended  the  earthly  existence  of  a  fellow  being. 
It  is  a  fe^-rful  reflection  that  he  deals  in  deadly  in- 

struments, and  that  when  he  wield.^  them  without 

proper  care  and  discrimination  he  may  kill  his 
friends  as  well  as  his  foes.  A  careless  physician 
is  a  dangerous  man  in  the  comnyinity.  I  would 
rather  live  near  a  volcano  than  such  a  doctor.  He 
should  not  be  tolerated  in  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
profession.  Turn  him  over  to  Homoeopathy,  so 
that  if  he  will  continue  to  prescribe  for  the  sick 
without  forming  a  correct  diagnosis  of  their  dis- 

orders, he  may  give  them  medicine  in  such  infini- 
tesimal doses  that  it  will  not  do  them  any  harm. 

DEFECTIVE  AND  IMPAIRED  VISION. 
With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in 
*  their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Howard  Hospital,  &c. 

The  Ophthalmoscope— Directions  as  to  its  Em- 
ployment. 

(Continued  from  p.  307.) 

Before*commencing  with  directions  for  its  man- 
agement, I  ought  to  mention  that  the  ophthalmo- 

scope, when  employed  alone,  gives  the  upright 
picture  of  the  interior  of  the  eye,  but  when  we  use 
the  lens  we  see  an  "inverted  picture,"  so  that 
what  appears  to  be  placed  upward  or  inward,  is 
in  reality  situated  downward  and  outward,  and 
vice  versa,  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the 
use  of  the  double  convex  lens  is  that  by  it  we  ob- 

tain a  larger  picture  ;  but  should  we  desire  to 
reduce  it  we  then  can  use  a  double  concave  lens. 

The  simple  mirror  of  Anagnostakis,  used  in  com- 
bination with  a  convex  glass  in  the  manner  I  am 

about  to  describe,  certainly  allows  of  our  seeing  in 
their  real  position  parts  which  do  not  fall  within 
the  focus  of  the  patient's  crystalline  lens.  Thus  a 
morbid  growth — an  encephaloid  mass,  for  instance 
— which  might  be  seen  on  the  floor  of  the  vitreous 
chamber,  would  be  found  really  to  occupy  that  po 

sition  when  the  globe  has  been  extirpated.  But 
the  optic  nerve  and  retina,  lying  within  the  focus 

of  the  patient's  lens,  are  seen  reversed  ;  so  that 
the  axis  of  vision,  which  is  really  placed  on  the 
temporal  side,  appears  to  lie  on  the  nasal  side  of 
the  nerve,  and  an  extravasation  of  blood,  or  patch 
of  pigment  below  the  nerve,  would  appear  to  be 

above  it.* Having  darkened  the  room,  the  patient  should 
be  seated  by  a  small  steady  table,  the  lamp  having 
been  lighted  and  placed  close  to  the  side  of  the 
head,  the  flame  on  a  level  with  the  eye,  so  that 
the  face  receives  no  direct  rays  by  means  of  the 
side  shade. 

The  surgeon  sitting  on  a  high  stool  or  standing 
in  front  of  the  patient  at  about  eighteen  inches 
distance,  for  the  indirect  method,  with  the  ophthal- 

moscope applied  to  his  own  eye,  as  seen  in  the  cut, 
(Fig.  3.)  receives  the  rays  from  the  flame,  and 
by  a  slight  oblique  motion  reflects  them  upon  the 
patient's  eye,  whose  pupil  is  in  a  short  time  il- 

luminated with  a  bright  red  glow,  that  changes  to 
silvery  white  when  the  eye  is  turned  slightly  in- 

ward toward  the  middle  line.  Then  liolding  the 
double  convex  lens  by  the  handle  as  in  tin;  pit'ture, 

*  Dixon  on  Disnases  of  the  Eye,  p.  777-8. — Uoluies'  Surge r/, 
vol.  ii.  London,  1861, 
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[Vol.  X. or  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  his  left 
hand,  he  places  it  at  the  distance  of  about  one  inch 
in  front  of  the  patient's  eye,  steadying  it  by  lightly 
touching  the  orbital  region  with  his  little  finger 
between  this  end  and  the  speculum  and  then  by  a 
slight  to  and  fro  movement  of  his  head  he  tries  to 
catch  the  distance  at  which  the  inverted  image  of  ̂  
the  patient's  fundus  is  visible  to  him;  when  he  [ 
has  this  he  then  begins  to  see  the  disc  of  the  optic  ! 
nerve  and  the  vessels  of  the  retina.  You  must 
not  expect  to  see  too  much  at  first  examination,  as 
it  requires  some  practice  to  properly  illuminate 
even  the  fundus  of  the  eye  and  place  the  convex 
glass  in  proper  position.  It  is  well  to  make  ex- 

periments upon  some  of  the  lower  animals,  espe- 
cially the  white  rabbit,  which  makes  a  most  ad- 

mirable subject.  To  be  able  to  see  the  optic  nerve 
well  the  patient  must  be  directed  to  turn  the  eye  a 
little  toward  the  nose,  and  by  turning  slowly  in 
various  directions  the  whole  of  the  fundus  can  be 
thus  explored. 

"For  the  examination  by  the  direct  method, 
the  pupil  should  be  fully  dilated,  and  the  accom- 

modation paralyzed  with  atropine  ;  the  patient  and 
lamp  should  occupy  the  same  relative  positions  as 
they  do  in  the  indirect  method,  but  the  surgeon 
must  bring  his  eye  within  a  much  shorter  distance 

of  the  patient's  eye  ;  an  inch  and  a-half  to  two 
inches.  In  approaching  so  closely  to  the  patient's 
eye,  if  a  concave  speculum,  as  Liebreich's,  is  used, 
much  light  is  cut  olf  the  outer  margin  of  his  orbit, 
and  the  illumination  of  the  fundus  is  proportion- 

ately dim  ;  but  at  these  short  distances  Zeuendek's 
ophthalmoscope  still  illuminates  brightly,  and  for 
this  reason  its  employment  is  preferable  in  the 
direct  examination." 

Zehender's  Ophthalmoscope. 
"Unlike  those  which  have  been  described,  this 

consists  of  a  convex  metal  speculum,  in  combina- 
tion with  a  biconvex  lens  which  is  of  shorter 

focal  length  than  the  negative  focal  length  of  the 
speculum.  The  clip  whicli  holds  this  lens  is 
mounted  on  a  jointed  bracket  which  turns  right 
and  left  on  the  short  handle  of  the  speculum.  A 
clip  for  an  ocular  lens  is  hinged  to  the  side  of  the 
frame  just  as  in  Liei;kei<:h's  small  ophthalmoscope  ; 
it  is  however  less  easy  to  manage.*" 

The  eye  may  be  illuminated  by  still  another 
method  indirectly  alluded  to  before,  namely,  the 

"oblique  illumination,'"  but  which  cannot  be  car- 
ried with  entire  satisfaction  beyond  the  capsule  of 

the  lena.  This  consists  in  placing  the  light  at  the 
side  of  the  eye  to  lie  examined,  and  the  surgeon 
will  find  it  most  convenient  to  stand  behind  and 
above  the  patient  inspected,  so  as  to  get  the  light 
reflected  from  the  crybtalline  lens.    A  double  con- 

vex lens  is  so  inserted  between  the  eye  and  the 
light  that  its  focus  falls  upon  the  parts  to  be  ex- 

amined. If  we  desire  to  examine  the  superficial 
reflecting  medium  of  the  eye,  as  cornea,  lens,  &c., 
the  rays  of  light  should  be  made  to  pass  through 
near  the  centre  of  the  glass  ;  but  should  we  find  it 
desirable  to  examine  for  cataract  or  adhesltms  of 
the  iris  to  the  capsule  of  the  lens,  the  nearer  to  the 
upper  margin  of  the  lens  should  the  rays  be  re- 

fracted. No  examination,  however,  can  be  com- 
plete for  cataract  or  deep-seated  lesions  of  .the  eye 

without  the  use  of  the  ophthalmoscope.  Besides 
the  ophthalmoscopes  we  have  .  already  noticed, 

there  are  Prof.  Jaeger's,  of  Vienna,  and  Prof. 
Desmarre's,  of  Paris.  Both  are  metallic  mirrors, 
and  only  difi'er  slightly  in  form.  That  of  Prof. 
Rau,  of  Berne,  is  a  concave  mirror  of  glass,  lined 
with  mercury,  and  its  focus  is  fourteen  inches. 
We  shall  notice  the  large  ophthalmoscope  of  Dr. 
Leibreich  in  our  next  article. 

*Ualke. 

DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HUMERUS. 

By  L.  Traver,  M.  D., 
Of  the  U.  S  Navy. 

Mr.  Harry  W  ,  seaman,  aged  24  years,  of 
good  constitution,  attached  to  the  U.  S.  Gunboat 
Ceres,  during  the  engagement  at  Roanoke  Island, 
N.  C,  February  7th,  1863,  while  in  the  act  of 
ramming  the  cartridge  "home,"  and  standing  on 
the  left  side  of  the  gun,  a  premature  discharge  |ook 
place,  forcing  the  rammer  violently  through  his 
hands,  causing  a  dislocation  of  the  left  shoulder, 
downward.  At  noon  on  the  succeeding  day  I 

took  charge  of  the  case,  at  which  time  the  follow- 
ing symptoms  were  present : 

The  head  of  the  bone  could  be  felt  in  the  axilla, 
at  its  anterior  and  under  part ;  the  arm  was  length- 

ened to  the  extent  of  about  an  inch ;  the^fore-arm 
somewhat  bent,  causing  a  great  deal  of  pain,  and 
two  of  the  fingers  numbed  in  consequence  of  the 
pressure  of  the  head  of  the  bone  on  the  axillary 
fiexus.  The  elbow  was  separated  from  the  trunk 
and  carried  somewhat  backward,  but  could  be  ap- 

proximated to  the  side.  There  was  flattening  of 
the  shoulder,  a  hollow  under  the  acromion,  and  an 

apparent  projection  of  this  process. 
The  reduction  took  place  by  the  heel  in  the 

axilla.  Placing  the  patient  upon  his  back  upon 
a  low  cot,  1  seated  myself  upon  the  edge  of  this 
on  the  same  side  as  the  dislocated  arm,  taking  the 
limb  by  the  wrist  and  fixing  one  foot  firmly  upon 
the  floor,  placing,  the  other,  merely  covered  with 
the  stocking  well  up  into  the  axilla,  so  that  the 
heel  might  press  against  the  lower  border  of  the 
scapula,  and  the  ball  of  the  foot  act  upon  the  hu- 

merus. 'Ihen  drawing  the  limb  steadily  down- 
ward, when  it  was  disengaged  to  a  sufficient  ex- 
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tent,  I  carried  tlie  limb  across  the  patient,  using 
my  foot  as  a  fulcrum,  by  which,  the  head  of  the 
bone  was  pushed  upward  and  outward  into  the 
glenoid  cavity. 

After  the  dislocation  had  been  reduced,  a  small 
pad  was  placed  in  the  axilla,  the  limb  was  ban- 

daged to  the  side  and  supported  in  a  sling. 
There  was  immediate  relief  from  pain,  although 

considerable  swelling  followed  the  reduction  for  a 
week,  but  it  yielded  to  lead  and  opium  fomentations, 
and  in  about  seven  weeks  the  patient  gradually  re- 
pained  the  use  of  his  arm  so  as  to  be  able  to  per- 

form his  accustomed  duties. 
The  above  case  was  complicated  with  a  severe 

burn  of  the  fore-arm  from  the  flame  of  the  ignited 
powder  at  the  time  the  explosion  took  place,  and 
was  dressed  with  the  usual  remedies  in  cases  of 
this  kind. 

Editorial  Department. 

V  Periscope, 

Poisonous  Plant",  Serpents  and  Antidotes. 
Among  the  descriptions  of  the  native  plants  and 

snakes  of  those  regions,  the  author  makes  the  ac- 
companying statements  with  regard  to  some  of  the 

poisonous  varieties,  and  those  of  the  former  which 
are  employed  as  antidotes  to  the  virus  of  serpents  : — 

"  Great  care  was  necessary  in  selecting  spits  for 
roasting  the  beef,  on  account  of  a  most  poisonous 
shrub,  the  deadly  gnacham'icn,  abounding  there.  It 
belongs  to  the  extensive  family  of  Apocineie,  or  Dog- 

banes whose  poisonous  qualities  are  known  all  over 
the  world.  So  virulent  is  his  poison,  that  meat 
roasted  on  spits  made  from  his  guaehamaea,  absorbs 
sufficient  poison  to  destroy  all  who  partake  of  it. — 
The  lazy  Indians  make  use  of  it  to  kill  without 
trouble  the  cranes  and  herons  on  the  borders  of  the 

share  it  with  him.  The  woman,  not  intendins:  to  de- 
stroy any  but  her  perfidious  lover,  during  his  absence 

prepared  another  bowl,  omitting  this  time  the  poison. 
Llanero  politeness  obliged  the  host,  however,  to  mix 
his  portion  with  the  others,  which  having  done,  he 
invited  the  company  to  dip  their  calabash  cups  into 
the  bowl.  Out  of  eleven  persons  there  assembled, 
among  them  several  children,  not  one  escaped  except 
the  wicked  perpetrator  of  this  wholesale  murder  ; 
nor  even  the  donkeys  and  fowl  of  the  household,  as 
their  attentive  master  had  thrown  them  the  remains 
of  the  deadly  mixture. 

"  Such  is  the  dread  in  which  the  Llaneros  hold  this 
plant,  that  I  was  not  even  permitted  to  preserve  the 
specimens  of  fruit  and  flowers  I  had  collected,  with 
the  object  of  ascertaining,  on  my  return  to  the 
Valleys,  the  botanical  characters  of  the  species. 
They  almost  threatened  to  desert,  if  I  insisted  upon 
carrying  them  among  my  baggatre. 

"  The  propagation  of  this  plant  throughout  the 
Apure  appears  to  be  of  recent  origin,  none  of  the 
oldest  inhabitants  recollecting  to  have  met  with  it 
until  within  a  comparatively  short  period.    .    .  . 

"  Another  singular  practice  obtains  among  the 
Llaneros  ;  it  is  that  of  inoculation  with  the  juices  of 
certain  plants  possessing  alexipharmic  virtues,  after 
which  the  most  poisonous  snakes  may  be  handled 
with  impunity.  It  is  asserted,  moreover,  that 
cerrado^ — as  individuals  thus  inoculated  are  termed 
—are  not  only  proof  against  the  bite  of  these  reptiles, 
but  can  attract  them  around  their  persons  by  merely 
clappins:  of  hands  or  whistling  for  them  in  fields 
where  they  abound.  Having  never  witnessed  any 
of  these  experiments,  I  will  neither  undertake  to  up- 

hold the  truth  of  this  assertion,  nor  will  I  question 
its  veracity  ;  but  there  are  hundreds  of  reliable  per- 

sons in  the  country  who  will  unhesitatingly  swear  to 
its  efficacy  ;  among  them,  is  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Benites,  a  professional  gentleman  who  has  published 
the  result  of  his  experiments  in  a  small  book  on  the 
materia  medica  of  the  country.  -With  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  alleged  properties  of  the  guaco,  he 
devoted  much  time,  while  at  La  Victoria,  in  experi- 
mentine  with  various  kinds  of  snakes  ;  from  him  I 
quote  the  following  passaire  : — '  The  guaco  possesses in  a  high  degree  the  faculty  of  preserving  man  and 
animals  in  general  from  the  terrible  and  fatal  ettl^cts 
of  the  bites  of  serpenTs.  This  valuable  secret,  dis- 

covered in  Bogota  by  the  celebrated  naturalist,  Don 
Celestino  Mutis,  in  17SS,  remains  still  as  such 
among  some  curanderos  of  our  own  country,  who, 
under  certain  mysterious  forms,  and  availing  them- 

lagoons.  For  this  they  procure  a  number  of  sardines,  j  selves  of  the  fangs  of  serpents,  puncture  several 
besmear  them  with  the  juice  of  the  plant,  and  spread  {  slight  incisions  in  certain  parts  of  the  body,  which 
them  along  the  places  frequented  by  those  birds.— 
The  moment  one  of  them  seizes  the  fish,  and  before 
it  is  fairly  swallowed,  the  bird  drops  dead;  then  the 
indolent  hunter,  issuing  from  his  hiding  place,  cuts 
off  the  parts  affected  by  the  poison,  usually  the  head 
and  neck,  and  feels  no  scruple  in  eating  the  re- mainder. 

"  A  dreadful  case  of  poisoning  by  means  of  this 
plant  had  just  occurred  at  Nutrias,  soon  after  our 
arrival  on  the  Apure,  which  created  for  a  time  great 
excitement  evqn  amidst  that  scattered  population. — 
A  woman  who  lived  with  a  man  in  the  vicinity  of  that 

they  fill  with  the  poAvered  leaves  of  the  guaco  pre- 
viously made  dry,  and  administer  the  same  internally 

mixed  in  common  rum.  This  property  of  the  guaco 
is  so  reliable,  inoculation  by  means  of  the  juice  such 
as  was  practised  by  Mutis  himself  so  well  authenti- 

cated, and  the  fticts  concerning  it  is  so  well  attested, 
that  there  cannot  longer  exist  the  least  doubt  in  re- 

gard to  its  efllcacy.  I  wished  to  convince  myself  by 
actual  experiment,  and  can  testify  that  in  a  tliousand 
trials  of  inoculation  i)ractised  by  myself  in  diUerent 
ways  on  patients  whom  I  allowed  to  be  bitten  by 
various  kinds  of  snakes,  I  never  knew  one  to  fail. — 

town  became  jealous  of  the  attentions  he  bestowed  I  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  principal  amusement  of 
upon  a  charming  neighbor  of  theirs,  and  determined 
to  avenge  herself,  but  in  some  manner  that  would 
not  excite  suspicion.  In  those  remote  regions, 
where  coroners  and  chemists  are  unknown,  it  is 
impossible  to  detect  murder,  except  where  marks 
of  external  violence  are  visible.  Accordingly,  she 
prepared  for  her  lover  a  bowd  of  masato,  a  favorite 
beverage  of  the  countrj',  made  of  Indian  corn  boi  ed, 
mashed  in  water,  and  fermented  ;  in  this  she  soaked 
chips  of  the  poisonous  plant,  and  olfered  it  to  him 
with  smiling  grace.  Delighted  at  the  sight  of  the 
tempting  bowl,  the  unsuspecting  lover  invited  several 
of  his  neighbors -among  them  the  hated  rival — to 

children  in  this  place  is  to  catch,  carry  about  and 
play  with  snakes,  and  that  even  youm:  ladies  keep 
them  in  their  bosoms  or  coil  them  around  their  necks.' 

"  The  guaco  is  employed,  moreover,  in  various 
other  disorders  of  the  system  Avith  great  success.  In 
chronic  rheunuitism  it  is  an  invaluable  remedy,  both 
in  the  form  of  poultices  made  of  the  fresh  leaves,  or 
by  simply  rubbing  the  part  allected  Avith  a  decoction 
of  the  plant  in  spirits,  and  taking  internally  one  or 
tAvo  ounces  of  the  expressed  juice,  mnruiug  and  eve- 

ning. Administered  in  the  latter  form,  it  is  an  clli- 
cacious  remedy  against  hydrophobia,  if  given  imme- 

diately after  the  person  has  been  bitten  by  a  mad 
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[Vol.  X. dog.  General  Paez  was  thus  saved,  -svhen  a  youth, from  this  dreadful  scourge  of  tropical  countries  ;  he 
has,  nevertheless,  retained  in  after  life  some  evil 
etTects  of  the  virus  still  in  his  system,  manifestin.ij: 
itself  in  a  tendency  to  severe  spasmodic  affections,  } 
especially  at  the  sight  of  a  snake,  which  invariably  j 
induces  violent  convulsions.  j 

"  Next  to  the  guaco  in  importance  as  an  alexi-  j 
pharmic,  may  be  classed  the  7'ai.z  de  mato,  including  j 
several  varieties  of  Aristolochias,  the  roots  of  which  j 
are  intensely  bitter.    As  its  name  implies,  it  is  said 
to  atibrd  the  mato -a   large  species   of  lizard — a  ! 
prompt  antidote  aufainst  the  bite  of  his  old  autago-  | nist,  the  snake.    There  would  seem  to  exist  some  ; 
ancient  grudge  between  these  two  reptiles,  many  j 
persons  *rsserting  that  whenever  they  come  in  sight  j 
of  one  another,  they  iustautly  rush  to  the  attack,  the 
vtato  never  failing  to  overcome  his  rival   by  liis 
superior  botanical  knowledge  ;  this,  or  his  instinct,  j 
prompts  him  to  seek  the  plant,   ;nid,  swallowing  i 
some  of  the  leaves,  returns  recuperated  to  the  fight.  I 

"  It  was  doubtless  from  this  circumstance  the  j 
knowledge  was  tirst  obtained  respecting  the  valuable  j 
properties  of  the  plants  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remark-  I 
able  that  people  in  ditlcrent  ])artsof  the  world,  uuac-  | 
quainted  with  the  botanical  structure  of  Aristolochias  j should  have  discovered  in  them  properties  of  equal 
merit,  and  classed  them  under  the  same  vernacular  j 

name." — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.  | 
"Whooping-Cou?li  Treated  with  Brom  de  of  | Ammonium.  j 
The  following  clinical  reports  on  the  treatment  of  j 

whooping-cough  by  Bromide  of  Potassium,  we  find  j 
in  the  Dublin  Medical  Press.  The  following  cases  ! 
were  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Hauley  at  University  j 
College  Hospital.  ] 

It  must  still  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  our  readers  ' that  Dr.  Gibb  discovered  in  the  bromide  of  amn)0-  | 
nium  a  most  valuable   pharyngeal  and   laryngeal  1 
ana'sthetic  ;  and  it  is  this  special  character  of  the  j 
remeJy  which  Dr.  Hauley  has  endeavored  to  turn  j 
to  useful  practical   account   in  the  treatment  of 
pertussis.    During  the  last  six  mouths  a  very  great 
number  of  children  have  suffered  from  whooping- 
cough  ;  and  every  general  practitioner,  as  well  as 
hospital  physician,  knows  that  tlie  success  in  the 
treatment  of  tliis  troublesome  ali'ection  luus  not  at  all  ! 
l)een  in  proportion  to  our  experience  of  the  disease,  i 
Indeed,  as  Dr.  Hauley  in  liis  clinical  remarks  ob- 

served, there  are  few  diseases  the  diagnosis  of  which  j 
is  so  eai^y,  the  pathology  so  oliscure,  and  the  treat-  I 
inciit  so  uncertain,  as  those  of  common  wliooping-  ! 
cough.    Specilics  in  abundance  have  Ijeen  at  various 
times  jjroposed  ;  but  one  after  another,  after  a  year  I 
or  two's  trial,  has  gradually  fallen  into  disrepute, —  ; 
Although  the  pathology  of  whooping-cough  is  still  > 
very  oljscure,  one  thing,  Dr.  II  vulky  says,  is  evident 
—  namely,  that  the  exciting  cause  of  the  whoop  is  the  \ 
reflex  irritation  of  tiie  branches  of  the  i)neumogastric 
nerves.    The  j)neiimogaHtric  nerves  supply  the  glottis 
by  means  of  tlieir  rectirrent,  the  lungs  by  their  pul- 
TMonary,  the  stomach  by  their  ga-^tric,  and  the  dia- 
jdiragni  by  the  diapliraLTuialic  lirancin-s  ;  and  let  the  . 
uervc  irritation  originate  where  it  may,  one  thing  at  ; 
least  is  dear — namely,  tliat  the  immediate  result  is  ' 
8I);i8inodi(:  action  of  all  the  parts  supplied  by  the 
v.it:i.     Thus  it  is  wi;  linve  the  violent  eximlsivc; 
couich,  followed  l»y  tlie  spasmodic  constriction 
tlni  glottis,  iini)eding  the  free  return  of  air  to  the  i 
Iung«,  and  ihereliy  producing  tliat  peculiar  sound 
from  whirilj  tin;  disijase  takes  Its  nanx;.    Next  wc; 
have  the  spasmodifr  action  of  the  stomach  inducing 
vomiting,  and  that  again  is  aided  by  tlie  convulsive 
coutractionH  of  the  dia|)hraguiatic  rnu.scles.  Such 
being   Dr.  IIauley's  viewH,   his  oliject   in  giving  | bromide  of  ammonium  was  to  induce,  if  not  serni- 
paraiytiit,  at  lea«t  partial  Intiunsibiliiy,  of  the  glottis 

and  thereby  if  possible  prevent  the  occurrence  of  the 
spasm,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  source  of 
misery  during  the  attack.  His  method  of  treatment 
is  as  follows  : — 

Case  1.— February  9, 18G3  ;  Eliza  F  ,  a  tolerably 
well  develojied  child,  aged  eighteen  months,  Avho  had 
whooped  for  eight  days,  was  first  treated  with  five 
minims  of  tincture  of  belladonna  and  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  sulphate  of  zinc  in  two  drachms  of  water, 
thrice  a  day.  16th  :  Cough  just  as  before.  There  is 
dryness  of  the  throat,  showing  that  the  belladonna 
had  produced  its  specific  efiect.  The  treatment  is 
now  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  disease)  to  be 
changed  to  five  grains  of  the  bromide  of  ammonium 
dissolved  in  water  three  times  a  day,  19th:  Cough, 
or  rather  the  whoop,  is  already  much  bett  r.  To  re- 

peat the  mixture.  27tli :  The  child  no  longer  whoops 
but  has  still  a  slight  cough.  The  bronchitic  cough 
lasted  till  the  20th  of  March,  when  the  child  was  dis- missed as  cured. 

Ca-^e  2.— Ellen  S  ,  aged  four  years  and  four 
months,  was  brought  to  the  hospital  on  the  5th  of 
May.  She  had  whoo;.  ed  during  seven  weeks,  and 
had  an  ordinary  catarrhal  cough  for  fourteen  days 
before  the  whoop  commenced.  ShQ  now  whoops 
every  time  she  coughs,  which  occurs  about  three  or 
four  times  an  hour,  although  -he  occasionally  passes 
about  an  hour  without  coughing.  The  child  was  very 
stout  before  her  illnass  began,  and,  although  she  is 
not  yet  emaciated,  the  mother  says  that  she  has  lost 
a  great  deal  of  flesh.  Skin  hot ;  appetite  very  bad  ; 
bowels  usually  open  twice  a  day.  To  have  six  grains 
of  bromide  of  ammonium  in  two  drachms  of  water, 
three  times  a  day.  8th  :  To-day  the  mother  states 
that  after  leaving  the  hospital  on  the  5th  she  care- 

fully watched  the  child,  and  found  that  she  whooped 
thirty-two  times  in  three  hoiirs  ;  but  since  taking  the 
medicine  the  whoop  is  very  much  diminished,  and 
to-day  (third  day  of  the  bromide)  the  child  has 
passed  three  hours  without  either  coughing  or 
whooping.  To  repeat  the  mixture.  This  patient 
was  not  again  brought  to  the  hospital. 

Ca.se  3. — Feb.  26th  :  H.  W.  O  ,  aged  four  years, 
began  to  whoop  on  the  22nd  (four  days  ago).  Had 
a  catarrhal  cough  for  ten  days  before  he  began  to 
W'hoop.  To  take  six  grains  of  the  bromide  of  ammo- 

nium in  two  drachms  of  water,  three  times  a  day. 
March  2nd :  The  child  has  very  much  improved. 
Has  only  a  very  slight  cough.  The  whoop  has 
ceased.  This  is  only  the  fourth  day  of  the  treatment 
and  the  eighth  of  the  disease. 

Case  4:.'  March  2nd  ;  Brother  (aged  two  years  of 
Inst  patient  is  now  ill.  He  began  to  whoop  on  Feb. 
25th  (six  days  ago  '.  He  is  also  to  be  treated  with  the same  medicine  ;  but  in  order  to  try  the  effect  of  very 
small  doses,  only  one  grain  and  a  half  are  to  betaken 
thrice  a  day.  March  20th :  Child  still  whoops, 
though  not  so  much  as  before.  27th:  Whoop  ceased 
two  days  ago  twenty-fifth  day  of  treatment,  thirty- 
first  day  of  the  disease). 

Case  5.— March  27th  :  Third  child  (aged  three 
years)  in  same  family,  began  to  whoop  on  March 
22nd  (five  days  ago  .  Whoops  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  and  four  or  five  times  during  the  night.  As 
this  child  was  under  the  same  hygieni«  conditions  as 
the  two  preceding  cases,  it  was  thought  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  still  further  testing  the  effects  of 
different  doses  of  the  bromide,  and  accordingly  three 
grains  were  ordered  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 
•May  1st  :  The  mother  did  not  bring  the  child  back 
till  t(j-day,  and  gave  as  her  reason  the  fact  of  the 
child  having  ceased  to  whoop  three  weeks  ago  ;  that 
is,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  treatment,  and  the 
nineteenth  of  the  disease.  The  catarrhal  cough, 
however,  still  continued,  and  for  this  ipecacuanha 
wine  and  (;ami)hor  mixture  were  ordered.  The  cough 
ceased  a  week  later. 

Dr.  Hauley  remarked  to  the  students  that  the 
remedy  does  not  ai)pear  to  act  by  removing  the 
cough,  but  simply  by  preventing  the  occurrence  of 
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its  chief  and  most  disagreeable  sjTnptom — tlie  whoop. 
It  also  appears  that  the  larger  the  dose  of  the  bromide 
the  more  speedy  is  the  cure.  To  remove  the  catar- 

rhal after-cough,  an  ordinary  expectorant  is  all  that 
is  required. 

Eleven  cases  are  also  published  that  %rere  treated 
by  Dr.  Gibb  in  the  same  manner  at  Westminster 
Hospital.    The  following  is  one  of  his  cases  : — 

Case— Henry  D  ,  aged  seven,  had  whooped  for 
two  weeks,  preceded  by  catarrh  for  ten  days.  The 
cough  was  so  severe  and  the  spasms  were  so  pro- 

longed that  his  mother  stated  he  had  been  nearly 
choked  several  times.  They  occurred  every  hour, 
but  more  frequently  towards  night.  Four  grains  of 
the  bromide  of  ammonium  were  ordered  three  times 
a  day.  At  the  next  visit  the  cough  was  better  and 
the  whoop  less  frequent,  the  spasms  also  were  not  so 
severe  nor  so  frequent.  At  the  third  visit  (seventh 
day  of  treatment)  the  whoop  had  ceased,  the  spasms 
had  degenerated  into  a  mild  cough,  and  the  pertussal 
nature  of  the  disease  had  changed.  He  was  now  put 
on  the  ipecacuanha  mixture,  which  dispelled  the 
cough  in  a  few  days,  and  she  was  cured. 

In  some  clinical  remarks  made  by  Dr.  Gibb,  he 
stated  that  the  foregoing  cases  were  a  few  only  that 
he  had  kept  a  note  of,  as  showing  the  value  of  the 
bromide  of  ammonium  in  whooping-cough  ;  and  in 
some  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory  enough.  If 
the  little  patients  had  been  treated  within  the  hospital 
wards,  and  carefully  watched,  the  general  results 
might  have  been  more  to  be  depended  on ;  for 
although  the  children  had  mostly  got  well  as  out- 

door patients,  yet  they  were  liable  to  a  recurrence  of 
the  disease  on  any  unfavourable  change  of  the 
weather,  the  result  of  their  general  exposure.  Judg- 

ing from  his  experience  in  these  cases,  and  those  also 
at  the  "West  London  Hospital,  he  would  say  that whooping-cough,  even  in  very  bad  cases,  could  be 
readily  cured  by  the  new  salt  of  bromine  ;  but  like 
many  other  remedies,  it  could  not  be  expected  to  cure 
the  disease  invariably.  Learning  from  experience 
the  effects  of  the  salt  upon  the  mucuous  membrane 
of  the  entire  body,  but  more  especially  of  the  upper 
respiratory  tract,  he  thought  that  whooping-cough 
was  one  of  those  diseases  that  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  its  influence,  and  in  the  general  results  he  was  not 
disappointed.  As  a  permanent  remedy,  he  had  more 
faith  in  the  dilute  nitric  acid  given  in  pure  syrup, 
when  combined  with  topical  application  to  the  larynx 
of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  ;  but  as  others  had 
either  found  it  useless  or  had  not  given  it  a  trial,  it 
was  but  right  that  other  agents  capable  of  curing  the 
disease  should  be  made  known,  and  one  of  these  was 
bromide  of  ammonium. 

With  regard  to  the  dose  :  for  infants,  two  or  three 
grains,  three  times  a  day  are  enough  ;  to  older  chil- 

dren from  four  to  eight  grains  may  be  given,  and  in 
some  cases,  where  the  symptoms  are  remarkably 
severe,  even  ten  grains.  The  simpler  the  vehicle  the 
better,  but  if  there  is  a  tendency  to  bronchial  or 
pneumonic  inflammation,  it  should  be  combined  with 
either  a  mixture  or  the  wine  of  ipecacuanha. 

The  special  nervous  symptoms  seem  to  be  more 
under  the  control  of  the  drug  than  the  catarrhal,  for 
the  spasms  diminish  in  frequency  and  severity,  and 
consequently  the  whoop  is  not  so  often  heard,  show- 

ing a  subsidence  of  the  active  symptoms.  Pari  passu 
the  cure  is  not  more  speedy  than  from  the  dilute 
nitric  acid  in  uncomplicated  cases  ;  nevertheless,  it 
is  worthy  of  a  more  extended  trial,  especially  in 
severe  and  obstinate  cases. 

Kadical  Cure  of  Hydrocele. 
The  treatment  of  hydrocele  would  scarcely  appear 

to  be  open  to  much  improvement,  and  yet  M. 
Maisonneuve  m.ay  be  said  to  have  rendered  valuable 
service  to  country  practitioners,  in  supplying  them 

with  the  means  of  curing  hydrocele  without  assistants 
and  without  any  iodised  or  vinous  injection.  Surgi- 

cal instrument-makers,  by  flattening  the  handle  of 
the  trochar,  have  made  it  a  much  more  portable  in- 

strument ;  it  can  be  placed  in  the  common  dressing 
case,  and  no  peculiar  apparatus  is  now  required  for 
the  operation.  A  radical  cure  can  be  effected  with 
the  trochar,  a  common  conductor  probe,  and  a  stick 
of  nitrate  of  silver.  The  procedure  is  instituted  as 
follows  : — The  cylinder  of  caustic  and  the  probe  are 
placed  together  in  the  flame  of  a  candle,  the  nitrate 
of  silver  melts,  and  one  drop  adheres  to  the  con- 

ductor, and  solidifies  on  its  point.  The  tumor  is 
then  punctured  and  its  contents  removed.  The  style 
after  being  cleansed  of  the  lamp-black  on  its  surface, 
is  inserted  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  through  the 
canula,  and  carried  rapidly  three  or  four  times  over 
its  surface.  The  nitrate  of  silver  dissolves  in  the 
cavity,  and  induces  a  sufficient  amount  of  inflamma- 

tion to  secure  satisfactory  results.  After  this  opera- 
tion, M.  MAisoimEUVE  is  of  opinion  that  the  patient 

should  remain  in  bed  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  In 
one  month  a  complete  cure  is  effected.  We  should 
add  that  the  same  procedure  is  applicable  to  all  small 
serous  cysts,  in  which  the  tincture  of  iodine  is 
habitually  injected. — Jour  de  Med.  and  J)ui)Un  Med. 
Fress. 

The  Moisture  in  the  Air. 
One  of  the  most  curious  and  interesting  of  the 

recent  discoveries  of  science  is,  that  it  is  to  the 
presence  of  a  very  small  portion  of  watery  vapor  in 
our  atmosphere — less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
— that  much  of  the  beneficient  effect  of  the  heat  is 
due.  The  rays  of  the  heat  sent  forth  from  the  earth 
after  it  has  been  warmed  by  the  sun,  would  soon  be 
lost  in  space,  but  for  the  wonderful  absorbent  proper- 

ties of  these  molecules  of  aqueous  vapor,  which  act 
with  many  thousand  times  the  power  of  the  atoms  of 
oxygen  and  nitrogen,  of  which  the  air  is  composed. 
By  this  means,  the  heat  instead  of  being  transmitted 
into  infinitude  as  fast  as  produced,  is  stopped  or 
dammed  up,  and  held  back  on  its  rapid  course,  to 
furnish  the  necessary  conditions  of  life  and  growth. 
Let  this  moisture  be  taken  from  the  air  but  for  a 
single  summer  night,  and  the  sun  would  rise  the 
next  morning  upon  a  "world  held  fast  in  the  grip  of 
frost."  But  the  power  of  absorption  and  of  radiation 
in  the  same  body  are  always  equal,  so  that  at  length 
it  is  -poured  forth  inCo  space,  else  our  atmosphere 
would  become  a  vast  reservoir  of  fire,  and  all  organic 
life  be  burned  up. 

Hygienic  Importance  of  Light. 
Dr.  Moore,  the  metaphysician,  thus  speaks  of  the 

effect  of  light  on  body  and  mind  : — "  A  tadpole  con- 
fined in  darkness  would  never  become  a  frog ;  and 

an  infant  being  deprived  of  heaven's  free  light  will 
only  grow  into  a  shapeless  idiot,  instead  of  a  beauti- 

ful and  responsible  being.  Hence,  in  the  deep,  dark 
gorges  and  ravines  of  Swiss  Valais,  where  the  direct 
sunshine  never  reaches,  the  hideous  prevalence  of 
idiocy  startles  the  traveller.  It  is  a  strange  melan- 

choly idiocy,  many  citizens  are  incapable  of  articu- 
late speech  ;  some  are  deaf,  some  are  blind,  some 

labor  under  all  these  privations,  and  all  are  mis- 
shapen in  almost  every  part  of  the  body.  I  believe 

there  is  in  all  places  a  marked  ditlerencc  in  the 
healthiness  of  houses  according  to  their  aspect  with 
regard  to  the  sun,  and  those  are  decidedly  the 
healthiest,  other  things  being  equal,  in  which  all  the 
rooms  are,  during  some  parts  of  the  day  fully  ex- 

posed to  the  light. Epidemics  attack  inhabitants  on  the  shady  side  of 
the  street  and  exempt  those  on  the  other  side,  and 
even  in  epidemics,  such  as  ague,  the  morbid  influ- 

ence is  often  thus  partial  in  its  labors. 
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PKEMIUM9  FOB  NEW  SUBSCKIBEBS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  worth  op  books  to 
their  libraries  hereafter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  with  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  j 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate  ; 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they  : 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well  ' 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.     The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are  ! 

anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir-  j 
culation  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres-  | 
pondingly  to  its  interest  and  usefulness.  | 
We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more  ! 

important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

SUBGEON-GENEBAIj  HAMMOND. 
On  his  return  to  New  York  from  Hilton  Head, 

Surgeon-General  Hammond  seems  to  have  re-em- 
barked almost  immediately  to  inspect  the  military 

posts  on  the  Golf  of  Mexico.  The  following  is  the 
order  under  which  he  is  acting : 

"  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Department  of 
the  South  and  Gulf  requiring  special  attention  and 
care  at  this  time,  it  is  ordered: — That  Surgeon- 
General  Wm.  a.  Hammond  proceed  by  the  first 
Bteamer  sailing  from  New  York  to  Hilton  Head  and 
Charleston  Harbor,  thence  to  Key  West  and  New 
Orleans.  He  will  establish  his  head-quarters  in 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf  until  further  orders, 
giving  his  special  personal  attention  to  the  medical 
branch  of  the  service  in  that  Department  and  in 
the  Department  of  the  South,  securing  the  adoption 
of  the  proper  sanitary  measures  required  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  armies  in  those 
Departments.  He  will  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  every  ten  days." 

This  is  certainly  very  unusual  employment  for  a 

Surgeon-General,  and  we  can  hardly  interpret  his 

being  detailed  on  such  a  mission  as  a  "compli- 

ment" to  his  "profound  knowledge  of  Hygiene," 
as  is  done  by  a  cotemporary. 

We  announced  a  few  weeks  ago  that  a  commis- 
sion had  been  appointed  to  investigate  into  alleged 

maladministration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment. That  commission  is  now  in  session  in 

this  city.  It  has  been  asserted  in  the  newspapers 

that  they  have  discovered  nothing  which  will  lead 
to  the  crimination  of  Dr.  Hammond.  We  certainly 

hope,  for  his  sake  and  for  the  credit  of  our  profes- 
sion, that  they  will  not,  though  we  doubt  not  that 

such  an  announcement  is  premature  and  unauthor- 
ized. It  is  very  evident  that  newspaper  penny-a- 

liners  are,  and  have  been,  engaged  in  trying  to 
shield  Dr.  Hammond  from  public  censure  for  some 
of  his  acts. 

We  trust  that  it  will  be  in  the  line  of  inquiry  of 
the  commission  to  find  out  how  many  homoeopaths, 

eclectics,  and  irregulars  and  incompetents  of  all 
kinds,  have  been  appointed  to  positions  under  Dr. 

Hammond's  administration. 
The  American  Medical  Times,  the  special  organ 

of  Dr.  Hammond,  recently  published  an  elaborate 
article  reviewing  his  services,  and  setting  forth  his 
claims  for  the  position  to  which  certain  influences, 
some  of  them  we  fear  of  a  questionable  character, 

had  appointed  him.  Now  we  are  not  disposed  to 
detract  from  Dr.  Hammond  any  merit  that  really 

belongs  to  him  for  his  management  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  army.  We  have  uniformly 
spoken  of  his  administration  in  commendation, 
where  we  could  conscientiously  do  so.  But  our 
readers  are  aware  that  we  did  not  recognize  the 
necessity  of  the  change  in  administration  when  it 
took  place.  The  department  was  in  good  hands 

when  it  was  re-organized,  and  there  was  no  call  we 
thought  for  a  change  in  its  head.  It  is  very  far 
from  being  true,  as  asserted  by  the  Times,  that 

Surgeon-General  Hammond's  predecessor  was  an 
octogenarian,  and  the  insinuations  of  that  journal 

in  derogation  of  his  mental  and  physical  qualifica- 
tions are  unworthy  of  it.  He  was  entirely  compe- 

tent for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  post, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  would  have  proved  himself 

fully  equal  to  the  extraordinary  emergencies  in 
which  the  Medical,  in  common  with  every  depart- 

ment of  the  Government,  was  placed  by  the 
rebellion. 

As  to  Dr.  Hammond's  peculiar  qualifications  for 
the  position,  the  Time-^  certainly  exaggerates  them 
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greatly.  His  service  in  the  liiedical  staff  of  tlie  army 
had  been  of  but  short  duration,  and  in  a  time  of  pro- 

found peace,  when  assistant  surgeons  had  little  op- 
portunity for  practical  experience  and  observation. 

"Distinguished  as  a  teacher  in  a  prominent  medi- 
cal school* "  When?  Where?  If  our  memory 

serves  us  rightly  he  was  for  one  or  two  sessions  a 

professor  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland.  If  he  was  so  distinguished, 

why  were  not  his  services  retained ?  "A  world- 
wide teputation  as  a  scientific  medical  writer." 

This  was  chiefly  confined  to  contributions  to  a 

medical  journal  detailing  some  physiological  ex- 
periments and  speculations,  obsertations  on  cer- 

tain animal  poisons,  etc.  "The  best  possible 
representative  of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  the 

volunteer  corps."  To  the  first  assertion  we  enter 
an  emphatic  disclaimer,  and  fear  not  but  our  pro- 

fession will  fully  bear  us  out  in  it.  Our  answer  to 
the  second  assertion  is,  that  but  a  moment  before, 

the  Times  claimed  Dr.  Hammond's  fitness  for  the 
position  on  the  ground  of  Serviced  On  the  medical 

staft"  of  the  army.  He  had  but  recently  resigned 
his  position  in  the  regular  army,  and  it  cannot 

fairly  be  claimed  for  him  that  he  Was  the  '*  best 

possible  representative  of  the  volunteer  corps." 
What  were  his  qualifications  for  instance,  in  any 
respect  claimed  by  the  Times,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  Dr.  Frank  H.  HAtMiLTON,  of  New  York  ? 

The  Times  makes  the  claim  that  among  Surgeon- 

General  Hammond' s  first  acts  was  the  ' '  re-organi- 
zation of  the  Examining  Boards,  and  raising  the 

standard,  of  qualification  for  admission  to  the  regu- 

lar and  volunteer  staffs,"  thus  passing  to  his  credit 
an  inevitable  result  of  the  progress  of  events.  The 
requirements  for  admission  into  the  staff  of  the 

regular  army  always  were  of  the  severest  kind, 

while,  when  the  change  was  made  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  department,  the  incompetent  volun- 

teer surgeons  were  in  process  of  being  removed  as 
fast  as  possible.  The  former  administration  could 
not  justly  be  held  responsibly  for  the  incompetent 
volunteer  surgeons  with  whose  appointment  to 
their  positions  it  had  had  nothing  to  do,  until  it 
had  time  to  have  their  claims  investigated.  We 
are  certain  that  on  this  score  nothing  was  gained 
by  the  change.  Much  credit  has  been  given  to 
Dr.  Hammond  for  his  proposed  Medical  and  Sur- 
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gical  Histoi-y  of  the'  War.  We  will  certainly  accord 
him  the  credit  of  putting  the  execution  of  the 
work  into  good  hands.  The  work  itself  is  nothing 
new,  as  any  one  knows  who  knows  anything  of 
the  past  history  of  the  Departmenti  That  there  is 
more  interesting  material  for  such  a  work  now 
than  in  former  years,  is  no  ground  to  base  Dr. 

Hammond's  claims  for  the  office  upon.  So,  in 
regard  to  the  Army  Medical  Museum  about  which, 
a  great  deal  has  been  said.  Its  establishment  is 

due  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  Dr.  Ham- 

mond only  did  what  any  Surgeon-General  would 
have  done. 

The  office  of  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States 

is  one  of  great  importance  and  dignity.  Its  occu- 
pant should  have  a  better  claim  to  it  than  any 

founded  on  mere  personal  or  monied  influence, 
or  the  advocacy  of  parties  whose  influence  has 
tended  to  degrade  the  Medical  Bureau.  He  should 
be  a  man  of  experience,  a  practical  man.  Thirty 
or  forty  years  schooling  as  an  army  surgeon,  in 
our  view,  so  far  from  disqualifying  a  man  for  the 

position  of  Surgeon-General,  would,  other  things 
being  equal,  be  a  strong  recommendation.  The 
position  is  of  sufficient  importance  too,  to  attach 
to  it  a  higher  rank  than  that  of  Brigadier  General. 

The  Surgeon- General  should  rank  as  a  Major  Gen- 
eral in  the  army.  All  our  medical  officers  should 

rank  higher  than  they  do. 
There  is  no  argument  used  by  the  Times  in  favor 

of  the  re-organization  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army  that  does  not  apply  with  equal  force 
to  that  of  the  Navy.  Does  that  journal  favor  the 
supersedure  of  the  present  experienced  head  of  the 
Naval  Medical  Bureau  and  the  appointment  of 

some  impracticable,  merely  because  he  is  younger 

in  years  ? 

EXCHANGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

We  recently  propounded  some  queries  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  plan  adopted  early 

in  the  war,  of  regarding  surgeons  as  non-combat- 
ants. We  have  our  answer  in  some  correspondence 

published  in  a  Richmond  paper.  It  seems  that 
some  time  since  a  Dr.  Ruckeb  committed  some  al- 

leged offences  within  the  limits  of  West  Virginia. 
The  indictments  against  him  charge  him  with 
murder,  horse  stealing,  and  other  offences,  and 
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[Vol.  X. the  '  *  commonwealth,  of  Virginia ' '  claim  the  right 
to  punish  him  by  their  laws  as  a  criminal.  Dr. 
RucKER  being  in  the  United  States  service  at  the 
time  of  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  he 

is  regarded  by  the  Government  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  and  entitled  to  treatment  as  such.  Certainly 
the  Government  has  no  disposition  to  acknowledge 
the  rebellion  by  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the 

insurgents  in  this  case,  consequently,  as  a  retalia- 
tory measure,  a  Dr.  Green  of  the  rebel  army  has 

been  placed  in  confinement  as  a  hostage  for  Dr. 
RuxJKER.  The  rebels  have  therefore  stopped  re- 

leasing our  surgeons  at  all,  lest  they  should  by  so 

doing  appear  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  retain  Dr.  Green  as  a  hostage  for  Dr. 

RucKER.  This  course  necessitates  the  retention  of 

the  rebel  surgeons  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 

and  makes  non-combatantism  very  good  in  theory, 
but  very  poor  in  practice,  for  the  time  being. 
What  the  rebels  are  making  by  their  course 

may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  while  they  have 

twenty-three  United  States  surgeons  and  assistant 
surgeons  which  they  refuse  to  exchange,  there  are 
upward  of  seventy  of  their  surgeons  and  assistant 
surgeons  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

The  legitimate  effect  of  this  misunderstanding 
will  be  the  neglect  of  the  wounded  by  surgeons  on 

the  battle-field,  for  fear  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore  that  the 
affair  will  speedily  be  adjusted.  We  cannot  see 
how  it  is  possible  for  the  Government  to  pursue  a 
different  policy  in  the  case  from  the  one  it  has  laid 

down.  If  it  is  right,  it  must  be  firmly  adhered  to. 
  

Notes  and  Comments. 

Maimed  Soldiers. 

At  the  Haddington  Hospital  in  this  city  for 
maimed  soldiers,  there  are  about  seventy-five  pa- 

tients, under  the  professional  care  of  Dr.  R.  J. 
Levis  as  surgeon  in  charge.  There  have  been  a 
number  of  cases  where  re-amputation  was  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  B.  Fhank  Palmkr  of  this  city,  the  inventor 
of  the  cfjlehrated  Palmer  limb,  is  fitting  these  men 
with  Hubstitutos  for  their  lost  legs. 

New  York  Ophthalraio  School. 
The  twelfth  session  of  this  institution  was  oponnrl 

on  Iho  evening  of  the  17th  inst.,  in  the  building  corner 

of  Twenty-eighth  street  and  Fourth  avenue.  The 
President,  Solomon  Jenner,  Esq.,  introduced  the  ex- 

ercises with  a  few  appropriate  remarks,  which  showed 
the  usefulness  of  the  institution,  over  10,600  charity 
patients  having  been  attended  at  this  hospital  since 
its  organization.  Dr.  Mark  Stephenson  delivered 
the. introductory  lecture  to  his  twelfth  course,  in  which 
he  spoke  of  the  anatomy,  pathology  and  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye  in  the  hospital.  He  dwelt  at  length 
on  the  tenderest  organ  of  man,  dissecting  its  every 
fibre,  and  depicting  the  blessings  of  vision  in  a  happy 
manner.  The  attendance  was  rather  large,  and  a 
good  deal  of  interest  was  manifested  by  the  audience 
during  the  discourse  of  Dr.  Stephenson.  Dr.  Mar- 

cus P.  Stephenson,  at  the  close  of  the  exercises, 
announced  the  course  of  clinics  and  other  lectures 
which  would  take  place  from  henceforth. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  PROM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  September  loth,  1863. 
Death  from  Sting  of  a  Fly. 

A  case  of  death  from  the  sting  of  a  venomous  fly 
has  just  occurred  at  Lyons.  A  joiner  named  Elmin 
a  few  days  ago  consulted  his  physician  on  a  painful 
pimple  which  he  had  on  his  forehead,  the  doctor,  on 
opening  it  with  a  bistoury,  was  astonished  to  find  the 
inside  quite  black.  From  the  account  it  would  seem 
that  this  disciple  of  ̂ Esculapius  was  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  carbuncle  ;  for,  instead  of  extirpating 
the  disorganized  part,  and  applying  a  powerful  cau- 

tery, he  simply  distressed  the  man  without  doing  any- 
thing, and  the  patient  died  in  the  course  of  twenty- 

four  hours,  with  his  whole  face  swollen  to  an  enorm- 
ous size.  I  may  here  state  that  this  affection  is  ex- 

tremely rare  at  Paris,  notwithstanding  the  contrary 
opinion  expressed  some  time  ago  in  some  of  the 
Paris  journals,  which  attributed  the  disease  to  the 
stagnant  waters  of  the  canal  St.  Martin,  and  the 
dead  bodies  of  cats  and  dogs  thrown  into  it ;  this 
year  one  case  only  of  this  description  has  been  treated 
in  the  capital  at  the  Ilopital  Necker  ;  in  1862,  there 
were  but  there,  and  the  year  before  only  one.  Gen- 

erally speaking,  none  but  knackers  and  tanners,  or 
those  who  live  in  the  immediate  vicinity  bf  places 
where  these  crafts  are  practised,  are  liable  to  con- 

tract this  disease,  either  through  infection  by  con- 
tact, or  inoculation  by  an  insect.  Hence  the  canal 

St.  Martin  is  not  more  dangerous  than  the  Seine  ; 
first,  because  it  is  regularly  cleansed,  and  then 
because  flies  generally  seek  the  air  and  sunshine,  and 
do  not  therefore  haunt  arched  passages  and  dark 
places,  such  as  sewers,  etc. 
Sugar  made  from  cast  ofif  Skins  of  Serpents. 

You  may  remember  that  in  1861,  M.  Dh  Luca 
made  some  experiments,  from  which  it  appeared 
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that  the  skins  cast  off  by  silk  worms  might  be  trans- 
formed into  sugar.  The  same  chemist  has  now  sent 

in  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  which  he 
describes  a  similar  process  for  changing  serpents' 
skins  into  sugar.  These  skins  contain  a  small 
quantity  of  a  substance  resembling  the  cellulose  of 
plants,  soluble  in  ammoniuret  of  copper,  and  trans- 

formable into  glucose,  which  reduces  the  tartrate  of 
copper  and  potash,  and  ferments  under  the  influence 
of  yeast,  yielding  thereby  carbonic  acid  and  alcohol. 
Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  and  a  solution  of  potash 
are  the  best  reagents  for  depriving  serpents'  skins  of 
their  nitrogenous  matter— the  residue,  although  very 
refractory  to  chemical  agents,  may  nevertheless  be 
transformed  into  fermentable  glucose,  recognisable 
from  its  property  of  reducing  the  tartrate  of  potash 
and  copper.  Thus  M.  De  Luca  boiled  50  grammes 
of  serpents'  skins  in  a  litre  of  water,  containing  40 
grammes  of  caustic  potash  ;  the  skins  having  been 
previously  treated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  ; 
the  liquid  having  been  allowed  to  cool,  a  great  deal 
of  water  was  added,  and  the  undissolved  residue  was 
several  times  wasted  by  decantation,  and  then  treated 
with  ammoniuret  of  copper,  whereby  an  alkaline 
solution  was  obtained,  which,  on  being  neutralized 
by  hydrochloric  acid,  yielded  a  white  precipitate  ; 
this  being  heated  in  slightly  acidulated  water,  re- 

duced the  tartrate  of  copper  and  potash,  thereby 
showing  that  it  was  glucose  or  the  base  of  sugar. — 
In  another,  somewhat  similar  operation,  glucose  was 
obtained  wh}ch  fermented  in  contact  with  yeast,  pro- 

ducing carbonic  acid  and  alcohol ;  the  former  was 
completely  absorbed  by/ caustic  potash,  the  alcohol 
extracted  from  the  solution  by  distillation,  and  in- 

sulated by  means  of  crystalized  carbonate  of  potash, 
was  nearly  pui-e,  since  it  would  burn  without  leaving 
any  residue  ;  rubbed  between  the  hands  it  evaporated 
emitting  an  agreeable  smell,  though  still  partaking 
of  that  of  animal  matter.  From  all  this  it  may  be 
concluded  that  serpents'  skins  contain  a  very  small 
quantity  of  sugary  matter  or  glucose. 

Marriages  of  Consanguinity. 

Dr.  GuiPON  gives  an  account  of  the  effects  of 
marriages  between  relations,  observed  by  him  in  a 
single  family,  and  deduces  the  following  conse- 

quences from  his  observations  :  That  consanguinity  j 
exercises  a  depressing  influence  over  the  vital  powers,  i 
and  leads  to  sterility,  deafness,  and  its  natural  con-  j 
comitant  privation  of  speech,  weakness  of  the  eyes,  | 
etc.,  that  aided  by  other  causes,  such  as  drunkenness  , 
and  the  consequences  of  a  dissolute  life,  it  may  deter- 

mine paralysis,  spontaneous  gangrene,  and  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  nervous  system,  and  that  lastly  the 

intellectual  faculties  may  be  seriously  impaired. 
A  Case  of  Trance. 

A  woman,  supposed  to  be  dead,  was  a  few  days 
ago  removed  to  the  hospital  of  Blidah,  in  Algeria, 
for  the  piirpose  of  being  subjected  to  a  post  mortem 
examination,  her  disease  having  appeared  inex- 

plicable to  the  medical  men  who  had  attended  her. 

As  the  Surgeon  was  about  to  make  use  of  the  scalpel 
and  commence  her  dissection,  the  supposed  corpse 
uttered  a  loud  shriek  and  sat  up  ;  she  had  been  in  a 
state  of  lethargy  and  awoke  only  just  in  time.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  Abbe  Prevost,  the  author  of 
'  Manon  Lescaut,"  was  less  fortunate,  it  is  known 
that  he  died  from  wounds  inflicted  by  the  dissecting 
knife  under  precisely  similar  circumstances. 

Inoculation  as  a  Protection  against  Contagious 
Typhus  Fever' in  Cattle. 

A  grazier  of  Pom  crania  has  communicated  to  the 
school  of  Medicine,  at  Berlin,  a  method  of  his  for 
preserving  horned  cattle  from  the  contagious  typhus 
fever,  which,  a  few  years  ago,  caused  such  uneasi- 

ness to  agriculturalists  in  Germany.  It  consists  in 
inoculating  the  animals  with  the  saliva  of  a  subject 
laboring  under  the  disease  by  making  an  incision 
somewhat  less  than  inch  in  length  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  thigh. 

Ill  effects  of  Heading  vs^hile  travelling  by  Rail. 

The  attention  of  medical  men  both  of  England  and* 
France  has  of  late  been  drawn  to  the  ill-effects  re- 

sulting from  the  habit  of  reading  while  travelling  by 
rail.  Dr.  Legrand  de  Savillb  remarks,  that  reading 
under  such  circumstances  is  extremely  fatiguing  to 
the  eyes,  owing  to  the  jolting  of  the  vehicle,  and 
that  this  fatigue  induces  headache,  and  often  orbitary 
pains  round  the  eyes,  with  a  slight  congestion  of 
the  retina,  which,  Avhen  the  habit  has  become  regular 
and  inveterate,  and  the  subject  is  advanced  in  age, 
may  in  the  end  determine  a  real  congestion  of  the 
brain. 

A  New  Metal. 
It  appears  that  two  German  students,  by  means  of 

the  spectroscope  have  just  discovered  a  new  metal,  a 
twin  brother  of  thallium,  a  soft  metal  like  lead, 
volatile  ;  when  burnt,  instead  of  the  green  light  of 
thallium,  it  gives  a  pure  brilliant  indigo  colored 

light. 
Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 

An  English  "paper  states  that  a  number  of  gentle- 
men met  during  the  meeting  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion, at  Newcastle,  with  the  view  of  forming  them- 

selves into  a  body,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
pharmaceutical  chemistry.  In  this  is  seen  one  of 
those  important  steps  of  advancement,  the  first  of 
which  was  the  formation  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  which  must  end  in  raising  the  great 
body  engaged  in  the  art  and  science  of  preparing 
medicines  after  the  prescriptions  of  the  physician 
into  the  truly  responeible  position  which  their  duties 
require.  On  the  continent  the  chemist  and  druggist 
is  a  professional  man  of  no  small  scientific  attain- 

ments, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  similar  status  will  soon 
be  gained  in  England  and  the  United  States.  The 
too  frequent  occurrence  of  death  by  poisoning,  either 
from  the  ignorance  or  carelessness  of  the  chemist 

and  druggist,  must  make  the  people  of  both  those' 
countries  sympathize  with  the  object  of  the  meeting. 
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Promot  ons  in  the  Regular  Army. 
The  following:  is  a  list  of  the  promotions  in  the 

ReiTiilar  Army,  since  the  publication  of  General 
Orders  No.  ISl,  of  Nov.  1,  1S62,  and  up  to  July  1, 
1S63.  Those  marked  with  a  star  are  made  bv  the 
President  alone,  the  others  are  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

*  Assistant-Surgeon  James  T.  Ghiselin.  to  be  Sur- 
geon, June  14th,  1S02,  vice  Wood,  appointed  Assist- 

ant-Surireon-General. 
Assistant-Sur<reon  John  F.  Randolph,  to  be  Sur- 

geon, August  27,  lSij'2.  vice  DeCanip,  retired. Assisiant-Surireon  George  Hammond  to  be  Sur- 
geon, AuiTUSt  27,  IS62,  vice  Edirar.  retired. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Anthony  Ueger.  to  be  Surgeon, 
September  17,  lSt)2,  vice  White,  killed  in  battle, 

*  Assistant-Surgeon  Charles  T.  Alexander,  to  be 
Surgeon,  February  9,  1S63,  vice  Barnes,  appointed 
Medical  Inspector. 

*  Assistant-Surgeon  Bennett  A.  Clement?,  to  be  Sur- 
geon. February  27,  1S63,  vice  Summers,  appointed 

^ledical  Inspector. 
Ordered. 

Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C.  Rhoades,  ordered  to  the 
Naval  Hospital,  New  York.  * 
Assistant-Surgeon  S.  D.  Flagg,  Jr.,  ordered  to  the 

Naval  Laboratory,  New  York. 
Assistant-Surgeon  C.  R.  Greenleaf,  U.  S.  Army, 

has  been  relieved  from  duty  at  the  U.  S.  General 
Hospital.  Chestnut  Hill.  Philadelphia,  and  ordered 
to  report  in  person,  witliout  delay,  to  Surireon  J. 
Simpson,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director  of  the  Middle 
Department,  for  duty  in  his  office. 

Assistant-Surireon  T.  C.  Braiuerd,  U.  S.  Array,  has 
been  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the 
South,  and  ordered  to  report  for  dutv  at  the  Chestnut 
Hill  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Assistant-Surgeon-General R.  C.  Wood,  U.  S.  Army, 
has  been  ordered  to  repair  to  Louisville.  Ky.,  and 
establish  his  office  at  that  place,  instead  of  St.  Louis. 
Mo. 

Assistant-Surgeon  C.  S.  DeGraw,  U.  S.  Army,  has 
been  ordered  to  repair  to  Washington,  D.  C,  to  re- 

port in  person  to  the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army, 
for  assignment  to  hospital  duty. 

Sur<reon  D.  L.  Ma'.'raw,  L^.  S,  Army,  has  been  re- 
lieved from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

and  ordered  to  repair,  without  delay,  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  relieve  Surgeon  A.  P.  Meylert,U.  S.  Vo  un- 
teers,  in  the  duties  of  Medical  Purveyor  at  that  place. 

Assistant-Surgeon  H.  L.  Sheldon,  U.  S.  Army,  now 
on  duty  at  West  Point.  New  York,  on  beinic  relieved 
by  Assistant-Surireon  E.  S.  Denoter,  U.  S.  Army,  has 
been  ordered  to  report,  without  delay,  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf. 

Assistant-Surireon  W.  C.  Spencer,  L'.  S.  Army,  has been  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gnlf,  and  ordere/1  to  repair  to  Wafehinirion,  D.  C,  to 
relieve  Assisiant-Sunrcon  E.  S.  Dunster.  U.  S.  Army, 
now  (>n  duty  in  tlie  Surg<;<»n-Generars  oflice. 

A-^fti»tant-Sur:reon  E.  S.  Dunster,  U.  S.  Army,  now 
on  duty  in  the  Surire,4»n-(iener;irs  oflice,  on  being  re- 

lieved by  Afifeistant-  urireon  W.  C.  Spencer,  U.  S. 
Army,  haa  been  ordered  to  proeeed  at  once  to  West 
point,  N.  Y.,  and  relieve  Assistant-Surgeon  H.  L. 
Sheldon,  r.  S.  -Army,  now  on  duty  at  that  jdace. 

.•»urL'*  <^>n  K.  H.  Gilltert,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lias  been 
reliev<-d  froMJ  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Hid  ordered  to  report  In  person  to  Surgeon  J«>hn 
'  ampbell,  U.  8.  Army,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Medical 
Direeior  fif  the  Department  of  the  Sus'pjehanna. 
The  Board  instituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  414, 

September  15th,  lS6o,  of  the  War  Department,  to 
Examine  the  Hospitals  in  the  Department  of  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C,  have  been  ordered  to  examine  the 
hospitals  in  the  District  of  St.  Mary's,  Md.,  and  re- 

port in  like  manner  the  names  of  all  the  occupants, 
whether  patients  or  enlisted  men,  connected  there- 

with, who  are  able  to  join  their  regiments  ;  also  the 
names  of  all  the  regular  soldiers,  whether  sick  or  not. 
The  company  and  regiment  of  each  man  will  be  driven 
and  also  the  name  of  the  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
hospital. 

Surireon  D.  L.  Macrruder,  f .  S.  Army,  has  been 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
and  ordered  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  Louisvriie, 
Ky.,  and  relieve  Surgeon  A.  P.  Meylert.  U.  S.  Volun- 

teers, in  the  duties  of  Medical  Purveyor  of  that 

place. 
Assistant-Sursfeon  R.  Fletcher,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Assist- 

ant-Surgeon N.  F.  Marsh.  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  Assistant- 
Surgeon  H.  Eversman,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to  report  in  per- 

son, without  delay,  for  duty,  to  Surgeon  W.  S.  King, 
r.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director  Department  of  Ohio, 
at  Cinciuniti,  Ohio,  and  by  letter  to  Assistant-Sur- 

geon-General Wood,  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
Assistant-Surgeon' J.  M.  Study,' U.  S.  Volunteers, to  report  in  person,  whhout  delay,  for  duty,  to  Sur- 

iieon  J.  Moore,  L.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
and  by  letter  to  Assistant-Surgeon-General  Wood,  at Louisville,  Ky. 

Surgeon  George  E.  Cooper,  L'.  S.  Army,  to  proceed without  delay  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  report  in  per- 
son to  Assistant-Surgeon-General  Wood,  at  that 

place,  for  duty. 
Surgeon  C.  H.  F.  Campbell,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Assistant 

Surgeon  E.  P.  Morong.  U.  S.'  Vols.,  and  Assistant- Surgeon  N.  S.  Barnes,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to  report  in  per- 
son, without  delay,  for  duty,  to  Surijeon  Charles 

Sutherland,  U.  S.  'Array,  Me'dical  Director  Depart- ment of  Virginia  and  North  Caroliua,  at  Fort  Monroe, Va. 

Assistant-Surgeon  J.  W.  Leete,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to 
report  in  person,  without  delay,  for  duty,  to  Surgeon 
J.  Simpson,  U.'  S.  Army,  Medical  Director  Middle Department,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon  G.  A,  Mursick,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
to  report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  Surjreon  R.  O. 
Abbott,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  Washington, 
D.  C,  for  duty  in  the  Sianton  Hospital. 

Detached, 

Hospital  Steward  Charles  C,  Smith.  U.  S.  Army. 
Surireon  James  Laus,  detacli,ed  from  the  NtWal 

Laboratory.  New  York,  and  waitinir  orders. 
Assistant-Surgeon  Walter  R.  Scofield,  detached 

from  the  Navy  Hospital,  New  York,  and  ordered  to 
the  supply  steamer  Union. 

Assistant-Snrgeon  Daniel  McMurtrie,  detached 
from  the  Minnesota,  and  ordered  to  the  Sangamon. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Wm.  S.  Fort,  detached  from  the 
Sangamon  and  ordered  to  the  Minnesota. 
!  Resigned. 

Assistant-Surgeons  F,  T,  Dale  and  R,  J.  Levis. 
Revoked. 

The  appointments  of  the  followinir  named  Hospital 
Stewards,  U.  S.  Army,  have  been  revoked  : — John  M, 
liobinson,  J.  K.  McCurdy. 

!  Miscellaneous. 
\     The  Commanding  General,  Department  of  the 
,  East,  has  been  authorized  to  remove  the  sick  and 
I  wounded  prisoners  at  David's  Island,  New  York  har- 

bor, to  one  of  he  smaller  hospitals  on  Bedloe's  Island, 
and  to  transfer  the  patients  in  ht;spital   at  Fort 
Schuyler  to  David's  Island, 

j     The  MacDoujrall  Hospital  has  been  discontinued, 
and  the  buildings  will  be  removed. 
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Discharged. 
By  direction  of  the  President,  the  followiu.2:  officers 

have  been  honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States  : — 

Sur!J:eon  E.  D.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
George  B.  Twitchell,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Dismissed. 

The  following  Assistant-Surgeons  have  been  court  | 
martialed  and  dismissed  fram  the  service  : — 

Assistant-Surgeon  William  Robinson,  8th  Ken- 
tucky Vols.  ;  Assistant-Surgeon  George  Dougherty, 

59th  New  York  Vols.  ;  Assistant-Surgeon  James  M. 
Morrison,  48th  Pennsylvania  Vols.  ;  Assistant-Sur- 

geon Edward  G.  Pugsley,  1st  Minnesota  Vol. 
The  following  promotions  and  appointments  have 

been  made  by  the  Governor,  in  the  New  York  State 
Volunteer  Regiments,  since  the  1st  of  Sept.  1863  : — 

Assistant-Surgeon  Augustus  Campbell,  l-iSthvols., 
to  be  Surgeon,  ̂ August  27,  1863,  vice  J.  E.  Dexter, discharged. 

Frederick  S.  Treadway,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon, 
75th  regiment,  August  25th  1863,  vice  W.  Blaisdell, 
resiirned. 

Charles  Mitchell,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon  110th 
regiment,  August  31st,  vice  C.  E.  Huntington,  re- 
signed. 
Edwin  Hutchinson,  to  be  Surgeon  127th  regiment, 

August  23d,  1863,  vice  J.  M.  Farrington,  resigned. 
George  H.  Fossard,  to  be  Assistant-Surireon  14:6th 

regiment,  September' 10th,  1863,  vice  E.  C.  Boss,  re- signed. 
Assistant-Surgeon  Calom  H.  Carpenter,  to  be  Sur- 

geon, August  14th,  1863,  vice  J.  Bellows,  resigned. 
Philo  K.  Stoddard,  to  be  Assistant-Surireon  161st 

regiment,  September  3d,  1863,  vice  J.  L.  Dolson,  re- 
signed. 
.  William  T.  Neulis,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon  69th 
N.  vt.  Artillery,  September  10th,  1863. 

The  following  commissions  have  been  issued  by 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  during  the  week 
ending  October  17th  : — 

William  Ing^ills,  M.  D.,  of  Winchester,  5th  regt. 
Mass.  V.  M.,  to  be  Surgeon  59th  reg  ment,  October 
13th,  1863. 

Byron  L.  Fowler,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon  9th  regt. 
Artillery,  September  7th,  1863,  vice  B.  Dewitt,  re- 
signed. 

McDougall  Hospital. 
The  McDougall  General  Hospital,  at  Fort  Schuyler, 

New  York,  is  to  be  closed  without  delay,  and  its 
patients  removed  to  other  hospitals.  This  is  one  of 
the  oldest  of  the  United  States  military  hospitals, 
and  contains  two  thousand  beds.  It  is  under  the 
charge  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Warres  Webster, 
United  States  Army. 

Medical  Headquarters  B amoved. 
By  order  of  the  War  Department,  Assistant  Sur- 

geon-General WooE  has  removed  his  headtjuarters 
from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Louisville,  Ky. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

It  is  rumored  that  Gen.  Foret  has  died  of  yellow 
fever. 

A  Discovery. 

A  discovery,  it  is  said,  has  been  made  in  Russia, 
whereby  the  mercury  used  in  manufacture  of  looking- 
glasses  may  be  so  hardened  as  to  bid  defiance  to 
humidity,  friction,  or  blows.    The  plate  glass  thus  I 
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prepared  maybe  transported  without  fear  of  damage, 
and  the  silvering  being  accomplished  by  a  cheaper 
process  than  any  yet  known,  the  glass  is  tea  or 
twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  at  present. 

The  Professorships  in  the  Frea  Academy. 
Dr.  Jonx  Ogbex  Doremus  has  been  appointed  by 

the  Board  of  Education  to  the  vacated  professorship 
in  the  Department  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  of  the 
New  York  Free  Academy.  Dr.  Johx  C.  DuAPEri  has 
been  constituted  professor  in  the  department  of  Nat- 

ural History  and  Physiologj^,  in  place  of  Dr.  Dore- 
mus, who  previously'held  the  position. New  York  Ophthalmic  HospitaL 

Dr.  M.  Stephenson,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  New 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
Avenue  and  Twenty-eighth  Street,  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  on  the  13th  inst.,  320  additional 
charity  patients  with  diseases  of  the  eye,  since  the 
last  quarterly  report,  and  over  10,500  since  its  or- 
ganization. 

OBITUARY. 

The  fnllowing  obituarv  notice  of  the  late  Dr.  Calvix  "West 
of  Indiaoa  we  copy  from  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  a  -d  Ohsf-rxer. 

"  He  died  at  peace  with  himself,  with  the  world,  and  with, his  God. 
In  the  latter  part  of  May  last,  at  the  solicitation  of  Gov. 

Morton,  and  the  sanitary  authorities  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
Dr.  West,  with  others,  wt-nt  duwn  the  Mississippi  river  to 
rend'^r  special  v.iluuteer  surgical  aid  to  the  needy  of  General 
Grant's  army,  who  wt^re  wounded  in  tlie  sanguinary  battles that  immediately  preceded  the  regular  investment  of  Vicks- 
burg.  He  remained  wijji  the  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Ticksburg 
iu  active  service  until  the  first  of  August,  when  he  was  seized 
with  A  violent  but  painless  diarrhuia,  and  in  a  few  days  left 
for  home. 

A''ter  much  snffniug  from  the  inconvenience  of  travellinfir, he  arrived  at  home  on  the  12th  of  August  in  a  very  debilitated 
condition.  A  few  days  of  home  management  made  sucli  a 
favorable  change  in  liis  disease  and  condition  as  led  to  the 
liveliest  hope  of  an  early  restoration  to  health.  But  a  relapse 
set  in  on  ihe  •22d  of  Augu-t,  increasing  on  the  23d,  and  although the  diarrhoea  was  then  checked,  he  was  so  far  exhausted  that 
he  continued  to  siulc,  and  (quietly  expired  at  1.3:)  o'clock, A.  M.,  on  the  25th,  twonty-five  days  after  the  beginning  of  the 
attaclc.  With  a  cU-nr  iut'  llect  he  was  entirely  conscious  until within  a  few  minutes  of  his  demise,  and  comprehending  fully 
his  situition,  made  eveiy  disposition  for  his  approaching 
transit  to  ett-rniiy. 

Thus  did  the  patriotic  volunteer  fall  a  victim  to  the  destroy- 
ing: au_'el  wliile  responding  to  an  appeal  to  his  profe.ssioual 

philanthrophy  made  by  the  rulers  of  the  State.  And  lately 
tlie  special  volunteer  service  has  been  particularly  fatal  to 
ludiana  ^urg.^ons.  Dr.  BuUard,  of  Indianapolis,  Dr.  Elliott, 
ot  Thorntowu,  and  Dr.  West,  of  Hagerstowu,  all  members  of 
this  same  expedition,  have  died  of  disease  contracted  while  on 
their  misiion  of  mercy. 

Dr.  West  was  the  younijest  .^on  of  an  extensive  and  thrifty 
farmer  in  Oueida  County,  New  York.  Having  little  inclinatiou 
for  farm  duties,  and  early  manifesting  a  great  devotion  to  booKs, 
h'^  w;is  given  a  libpral  education.  He  studied  medicine  with 
Drs.  r;  \V.  and  H.  H.  Popr  in  Kome,  N.  Y.,  and  graduated  at 
Fairfield  in  IS31.  The  same  year  he  left  for  the  West,  and 
after  several  changes  .  f  location,  finally  .settled,  about  eighteea 
years  ago,  in  Hagerstowu,  where  he  continued  until  his  death. 
In  lS")2-)3  he  attended  lectures,  and  took  the  ad  tnind-m degree  in  Jefferson  ^Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  In  IS34, 
he  married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Jacob  Wolf,  who survives  him  without  children. 

Dr.  West  was  intensely  devoted  to  his  profession  in  its 
highest  and  scientific  aspect.  He  was  a  constant  attendant  at 
County,  State  and  National  Medical  Society  meetings,  and 
alway.-!  an  active  and  working  member;  was  diligent  , in  the 
observation  of  the  phenomena  of  disea.';*'  in  the  living,  and  of 
pathological  changes  in  tlie  dead.  He  had  a  high  sense  of 
order,  and  was  meihodical  in  all  his  atfairs,  in  some  things  to 
a  fault.  He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  whatever  tendtd  to 
elevate  tlie  professional  standard  or  promote  the  profe.s.-ional welfare.  He  was  the  greatest  patron  of  medical  journals,  had 
the  largest  library,  the  most  extensive  anat<mncal  and  patho- 

logical museum,  and  the  most  complete  assortment  of  surgical 
instruments  and  other  appli^^nces  in  mechanical  medicine  of 
any  practitioner  in  his  own  part  of  Indiana,  and  I  presume 
his  possessions  were,  in  these  particulars,  more  ample  ihao 

I  those  of  any  one  in  the  State." 
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NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

[Vol.  X. ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Correspondtnts  will  please  notice  ou7'  reiterated  re- 

quest to  (/ive  their  full  (iddrms  in  their  roiinnunications  to 
u.<t.  Otir  correspondence  is  very  e.vten.'ii vr,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary f"r  lut  ahrai/s  to  knoio  the  Town,  County  and  StATE 
from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  A.  F.,  Michigan — The  price  for  the  Rkporter  and 
Braithicaite  in  advance  is  These  are  our  lowest  terms  tor 
any  number  of  copies.  You  nvill  flud  different  prescription 
books  and  their  prices  published  under  the  head  of  Formularies 
in  our  premium  book  list  in  No.  .SnO.  Pereira's  little  work  is an  excellent  instructor  on  the  subject  of  wriiiug  prescriptions. 

Dr.  G  J.  J.,  yew  Jersey. — The  Pessaries  were  sent  by  mail ou  the  19th  inst. 
Dr.  C.  H  II,  New  Hampshire — Your  enclosure  calling  for 

back  numbers  has  been  duly  received,  and  will  be  attended  to. 
Dr.  J.  C  D.,  Ohio. — The  price  of  Duchenne's  Faradizing  ap- 

paratus is  without  the  battery.  Tlie  price  of  the  Eleciro- 
Mairnetic  battery  is  from  j;10  to  $15,  and  of  a  Magneto-Electric machine  about  $8. 
Dr.  S.  F  S.,  XfW  York.— We  sometimes  furnish  wood-cuts to  the  articles  of  correspondeuts  where  they  are. satisfactory, 

and  also  in-ert  them  wheu  they  are  sent  by  the  author. 
Dr.  W.  S.  H.,  Ohio.— We  have  sent  you  the  vaccine  matter. 

It  is  a  scarce  article  ju^t  now,  though  a  great  deal  is  due  us 
from  those  to  whom  we  have  seut  supplies  and  we  expect  to 
be  aide  to  supply  all  demands  which  are  rapidly  inerea.sing. 
Our  plau  is  a  very  great  accommodation  to  the  profes.sion,  and 
we  hope  all  will  co-operate  with  us  by  adhering  strictly  to  our 
terms. 

Dr.  J.  L.  C,  Mass.— We  can  furnish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  Kepohter  unbound,  at  the  original  subscription  price, 
viz.  :  $7.oO. 

METEOROLOGY. 

MARRIED. 

B.^RTHoi.F— Bailkt.— At  St.  Paul's  Church,  Philadelphia, on  the  ~2d  inst.,  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  Goddard,  Surireon  John  H. 
Bartholf,  U.  S.  A..,  and  3Iiss  Emma  C.  Baib-y,  of  Philadelphia. 

Bo.-^TWicK — Hl-.-?tk».  — October  Sth,  iu  Centerville,  R.  I.,  by 
Rev.  J.  B.  Husted,  Dr.  E.  W.  Boslwick,  of  Hudson,  N  Y.,  and 
Miss  Mary  R.  Husted,  daughter  of  the  ofliciating  clergyman. 

Fkish-MCTH — Co.vovER. — On  Thursday,  October  i4th,  at  Key- 
port.  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  S.  Lockwood,  Ja'cob  Frishmuth,  M.  D., and  Henrietta,  daughter  of  P.  P.  (Jouover,  all  of  Keyport. 
Graham— Brow.v.— October  17ih,  by  Rev.  C.  R.  Hartranft, 

Curtis  Graham,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  and  Miss  Emma  Brown, 
of  Middletown  Point,  N.  J. 

Hariilman— Peak.— On  Wednesday,  October  1-tth,  at  Trinity 
Chapel,  New  York  City,  by  Rev.  William  S.  Ludlam,  Horace 
M.  Harriman,  U.  S.  N.,  aud  So])hio  A.  Sinnuons,  adopted 
dau,'hter  of  Dr.  U.  H.  IVak,  of  Fori  Howard.  Wiscoosiu. 
MTfM.OH — Watso.v.— Ou  Tut'sdav,  .Si!pteiiil)er  '29th,  tiy  Rev. 

R  F.  Sample,  Dr.  John  K  M'Cuil'di,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  aud Mi.ss  Elia,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  II.  Watson,  of  Bedford,  Pa. 
Mii.i.Ea— Cc.vNiNGHAM — Ou  tilo  6th  inst.,  by  Rev.  A.  0. 

Rockwell,  assisted  by  Rev.  0.  H.  Miller,  Oliver  L.  Miller, 
M.  D.,  and  Miss  Mary  Jano  Cuuuiugham,  all  of  Lebanon, 
Ailpjj'lipny  Cxunty,  Pa. 
Nkwpokt — S.MITI!. — In  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  on  Thursday, 

October  22d,  by  R'-v  Alexander  Joues.  D.  D.,  Henry  Newport, 
of  New  Y«>rk,  aud  Mary  bcott,  daughter  of  Charles  McK. 
Sinilh.  M.  D. 

<>pi>VKE— PoHT.— In  New  York  City,  on  Tuesday,  October 
2fth,  at  the  Co!l*^ifiate  Dutch  Church,  by  Rev.  George  E.  Post, 
William  S.  Opdyk",  aud  Margaret  E.,  daughter  of  Prof.  Alfred 
C.  I'o-'t.  .M.  f).,  of  that  city. 
PoTTKK— Nkwto.v. — In  New  York  City,  on  Monday,  October 

Iffth,  at  til.'  rvHui)  nee  of  tlie  hrid<'"«  father,  Robert  S.  Newton, 
M.  D..  by  R«7.  W.  P.  Strickland,  WiUard  C.  Potter,  of  Mem- 
jihifi,  T<'nn..  and  Mary  F.  Nc-wtun,  late  of  Cincinnati. 
Hkkvk— rt.ow.— <>u  Wcdiji'NdMy,  October  .Ust,  at  St.  Paul'H rhurch,  Tivoli,  N.  Y..  by  lO-.v.  .Mr.  Piatt.  Au>,'ustus  H.  Reeve, 

of  N»'W  Y'»rk,  and  Jennie  Livingr«ton,  daughter  of  tlie  late 
Ri^berl  Clow,  M.  D.,  of  (Jlairm  tnl. 
TiTK— <>i,»<9TKAr>. — Ou  M  >nday,  October. '>th,  at  the  residence 

of  the  brid<!'n  pHr«ntt<,  l>y  ll«v.  J.  B.  Sherrill,  LewiH  Tice,  Al. v..  and  M\nn  Kulh  A.,  daughter  of  Chauncey  Olmntead,  Esq., 
»ll  of  M.Tldiaii.  N.  Y. 
WKia— M<  I'HKKH.i.y.— At  All  Saliit>t'  Church,  Frederick,  Md  , Ocl-#h.!r  8th,  by  IC^v.  Mr.  Perryinau,  I>r.  Kohort  IC.  W.Mr,  U.  8. 

A.,  and  Marin,  daughter  of  Mr.  Uobort  0.  McPheruoa  of 
Fr.dorick. 

DIED. 
BrcKRl.RW. — In  N*»w  Brnn^wicW.  N.  J.,  on  Thurnday  mnrnlnff 

Oclol»*»r  I.'»th.  Fr«d<Tirlc  Buckelew,  M.  1).,  ag -d  Moveuiy-soven 
y.'ar*  and  lhr«««»  nionthi. Dau'  T.— In  N.  wArk,  N.  J..  October  22d,  of  paralyniH,  J.>hn 
H   Darrjr,  M   D..  aK'«-d  <.ov«>iit jt-hIx. Ei.MKK— Id  HprlH«flflld,  X.  J.,  on  Saturday,  October  17th, 
Dr.  Joba  C.  Eluior,  aged  49  /var«. 
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VITAL 
STATISTICS. 

Popl'n,  (estimated. J Mortality. 
Male   
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years.  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Ztmotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Infantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus.... 
Croup   Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  Dy.sentery  
Erysipelas  Fever,  Intermittentt 
Fever,  Remittent 
Fever,  Scarlet..... 
Fever,  Typhoid.. 
Fever,  Typhus.... 
Feper,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough... Influenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thrush  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apo)>lexy  (;iiiisnin])tion  
(;<iii  viilsious  
i>i'>P"^y  
Guu-shot  Wouuds.. 
Intemi>erance.... Marasmus  Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... •scrofula  
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  Information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

ntf^O  that  MA.NCHCKIPT   INTENDKI)    FOR    PUHLICATIO.V    MIIi^T  BB wirl  i'THN  o.v  HI  T  oNK  BiDH  of  tl)0  sheet.  If  greater  care  w.w 
taken  iu  tlie  preparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
Kav«d  to  printerH,  aud  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Rubicrlbnrs  deniring  old  1)ack  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  .301, 

305,  3i)S,  .300,  and  310,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  bo  sent) 
will  please  rcmemher  and  .•send  mom-y  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  aud 
we  have  to  pro-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



PREMIUMS! 

For  every  new  name  sent  us  by  one  of  our  subscribers  with  the  amount  of  a  j-ear's  subscriptioi 
inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Work: 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.  We  furnish  subscriber: 

with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.  The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 

ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

ANATOMY. 

Gray — Anatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  HI  ,  cloth.  $6  25,  Sheep,  $7  00 
G luge— Pathological  Histology.  By  Leidy.  Folio,  plates,  colored,  5  00 
Hassal — Microscopic  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  colored  plates   8  O'l Leidy — Human  Anatomy    Illustrated   4  50 
Maciise— Surgical  Anatomy.  Imperial  4to  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth,  11  00 
Quain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain plates,  $15  00  ;  colored   30  00 
Todd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    4  50 
Wilson — Human  Anatomy.    By  Gobrecht.    8vo   3  75 

ANESTHETICS. 

Channing-  on  Etherization  in  Child-birth  .*.   2  00 Piagg  on  Etherization  and  Chloroform  ^   1  00 

CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxhara—Hand-Book  of  Chemistry   .3  25 
Bowman— Practical  Chemistry   1  25 

"         Medical  "   1  75 
Brande  and  Taylor —      "    3  50 
Fownes —  "       cloth   1  65 
Morfit — Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus.,  4  00 

THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. 
Bowditch— Young  Stethoscopist   $1  25 
Flint  on  Phy.sical  Exploration  of  the  Chest   8  00 

"    on  the  Heart.    2  75 
Greenhow  on  Diphtheria  ".   1  25 Gross  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cuts   2  75 
Hughes— Manual  of  Auscultation   1  00 
Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmonalis   3  50 
Skoda — Ausirultatiou  and  Percussion   1  25 Stokes  on  the  Heart  and  Aorta    3  00 
Swett  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest   3  00 
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption   1  25 Walshe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs   2  25 

"      on  the  Heart  a.   2  25 
CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 

Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children   $3  25 
Evauson  .-iud  Mauusel  on  Cliildren   1  25 How  to  Nurse  Sick  Children  ,   38 
Jncobi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements   1  00 
Meigs  on  the  Diseases  of  Children   3  50 
Tanner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood   1  50 
West — Lar.tures  on  Infancy  and  Children   2  75 

CLIMATOLOGY. 

Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States   $5  00 
Johnson  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates   3  00 

DENTISTRY. 

Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery   $3  00 
Harris — Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery   5  00 
Kichardsou — Mechanical  Dentistry.    Illustrated   3  50 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated   3  00 
Tomes — Dental  Scrgery.    208  Illustrations   3  50 

DICTIONARIES. 

Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine   $1  50 
Dunglison — Medical  Lexicon   4  00 

DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 
Hamilton  on  Fracture.s  and  Dislocations   4  75 
Malgaigne — Treatise  on  Fractures   4  00 Smith  on  Fractures...   4  50 

DISSECTORS. 

Agnew — Practical  Anatomy   1  00 
Allen — Practical  Anatomist   2  2;') Dublin  Dissector   1  ,50 
♦•L.idy  and  Hunt— Dissector   1  50 

EYE  AND  EAR. 

Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye   $1  ' .Tonf»s— Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery   1 
Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye    6  ' Mackenzie  on  the  Eye   5  J 
Toynbee — Aural  Surgery   .3  '  > 
Walton— Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Bvo    .3 
Williams  on  the  Eye  ;   1  ■> 

FEMALES,  DISEASES  OF. 
Ash  well  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo   $.3 
Bedford — Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ,   3  - 
Bennett— Inflammation  of  the  Uterus   2 

"       Uterine  Pathology  
Brown — Surgical  Disea.ses  of  Females   1 
Columbat — Diseases  of  Feniales.    By  Meigs   3  ■'> Dewees- Diseases  of  Femnles   3  >i 
HodgR— The  Disea-es  of  Women   3  '2 Meig^ — Childbed  Fever  ,   2 

"       Diseases  of  Women  in  Letters  to  his  Class   3  ' 
"       The  Uterus.    Colored  plaies  :   4  ■> 

Simpson — The  Diseases  of  Women   3 
Smith — Leucorrhoea   1  ■'>'' Tilt— Meustruatio   1 
West— The  Diseases  of  Females   2  > 

"       Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri  ^   1  " 
FEVERS. 

Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  States    3 
iJrake— The  Fevers  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.    2  vols.,  Svo   11  i' 
Fordyce — History  and  TrcHtment  of  Fevers    2  ' 
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers   3  i> La  iioche — Poeuin mia,  Ac   3  n "          Yellow  Fever.    2  vols   7 
Morris— Scarlet  Ft- vers  .*   1 

FORMULARIES,  ETC. 

Beasley — Book  of  Prescriptions   1  •'>" 
"  Formuhiry..  —   1  ■'>■ Griffith  — Universal  Formulary.    Svo    3  'i- 

Pereira — Physicians'  Pocket  Prescription  Book,  Terms.  Phrases,  &c  !■ Ileese— American  Medical  Formulary   1  '  ' 
HYGIENE. 

Alcott— Laws  of  Health   $1  - 
"        Lectures  on  Life  and  Health   1  ' 

Beale— The  Laws  of  Heal!  h   1  - 
Hammond — .Militarv  IIy.,'iene   5 

Physiological  lissays   2  ■ Pereira— Food  and  Diet   1  ̂ 
Tilt  -Elements  of  Female  Hygiene   1  - 

MANUALS  FOR  STUDENTS. 
Mendenhall— Manual  of  Examinations  
Neill  and  Smith— Confpendi uin  of  Medicine   -'^ Skoda — Manual  of  Auscultation.    12nu'   1 
Tanner — JMauual  of  Practice   1 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND   TIIEIl APEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Therapeutics    $0 
Dunglison— Neu-  Uemedies.    With  F-o-mu'r    3 Headland  -The  Anion  of  Meilieiiie  in  the  Sy-ieni   2 
Milchell,  (T.  D  )  — Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics    3 
I'ereii-a  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols   9 
Stilh'— Thenipeiities.    2  vols    S \\ , ,0(1— Materia  Medica  and  Tlierapeutics.    2  vols   7 
Wood  and  liache— L)ispen.satory  of  the  United  States   6 
IMEDICAL  .JURISPRUDENCE,  INSANITY  AND  POISONS. 

Beck— IMedied  .Turisprudenco.    2  vols  $11 
Bueknill  and  Tuke  ,iu  Insanity   ^ 

r>oisni.>nt  — ll.illncinatioiis.  ineUi.liug  Appurition.s,  Viaions,  iic.  2 
Elwell  — MaliM-actice   •'> 
liay— JurisiHiideiu'o  of  insanity  ».   3 
Tavlor — Medical  .Jurisprudence   -"^ •'        On  IVusons    3 
Wharton  and  Stillu— Medical  Jurisprudence   7 

*  The  above  is  in  press. (^iist  to  be  continued.) 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

PHILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY  AND 
Ol'EKATlVli  tiUi.GEl.Y.  at  the  upper  end  of  Colleji«  -Aveuue,  en- mace  from  Teuth  Street,  betweeu  Market  aud  Chestnut. 

wjyi'ER  A  yyo  l'sceme.vt. 
Anatomical  DrpaitmeiK. — Tbe  Winter  cour.se  of  instruction  in  thi.s <    )ld  established  institution  which  has  been  in  successful  operation  for 

irer  forty  year>;.  will  commence  on  the  first  of  Sept<>mber,  and  continue 
(    antil  the'first  v:  .Marcli,  uudt^r  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  E.  Oarretsou, (vho  has  for  several  years  past  been  connected  with  th«  Schools  as  Au- 
.    iioinicalaud  Surgical  Demonstrator. 

The  resources  lor  conductini;  the  course  on  Practical  Anatomy,  remain 
1    inchauged.  aud  are  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  instiiutioa 

n  the  c>>uutrT. 
The  Dissecting  apartments  are  well  ventilated  and  abundantly  aup- 

^'.ied  with  gas.  ̂ ~ate^  aud  material. The  Lecture  r.^oms  are  well  arranged  for  purpo-ses  of  demonstration, 
:iid  the  museum  provided  with  every  thing  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
■.'.bjects  of  lectiwe. The  Anatomic:^  rooms  will  be  open  from  S  \.  M.,  until  10  P.  M.,  and 
l.^moustrators  wul  be  present  to  direct  aud  Nupervise  the  duties  of  the indents. 
Lectures. — A  full  course  of  T.*cture.s  on  Human  Anatomy  will  be  de- 
vered  in  the  evenings  at  such  hotirs  as  will  not  contlict  with  the  Ooi- 

I'ge  instructions,  commencing  October  l'2th. Vertiticates  of  attendance  furnished  to  such  as  desire. 
The  College  a. lows  the  ̂ students  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  whero  he 

j'.ea^es. 
Fee  for  the  Course,  $10, 

JAS.  E.  GAREETSON,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 
Kesidence,  l.)37  Chestnut  Mreet. 

Surgical  Department. — The  Winter  Course  on  Practical  Sur;,'ei  y  will 
.•oramence  early  in  October,  and  continue  until  the  Ltst  of  February. 

Lt:f,Y?<rt*.— These  will  embrace  the  .subjects  ol  Bandaging,  Treatment 
)f  Fractures,  Si;rgical  Anatomy.,  and  the  various  operations  in  Surgery. 
Tbe  Practical  ^arl  of  the  cour.-e  will  consist  in  arranging  the  class 

nto  sections  o;  five,  allording  everyone  an  opportunity  to  repeat  all  the_ 
Iress.ugs  and  operations. 
The  Cadaver  aud  all  necessary  instruments  furnished  Avithout  addi- 

i.>nal  charge. 
Fee  for  the  whole  course,  $10;  Lectures  alone,  $10. 
apecial  Cour*'' — L'uriug  the  past  .-umuier.  private  operating  apart- 

iieuts  have  been  added  to  the  .-chool,  in  wbicli  Physician.s  who  may 
•  »;re  to  review  uud  refre.-h  their  surgical  studies,  c;iu  have  private  iu- 

-iiuction.s  on  the  al>ove  sulijects,  in  a  comparatively  brief  period. 
Fee  for  the  Course,  $40. 

D.  HAYES  ACNEW,  M  D.,  LKCTriiER, 
Kesidence,  .No.  lb  iNorth  Eleventh  bi-reet/ D'^i',n.'>trntors  : 

h.  \\\  Hi':H  \KDSOX,  M.  D., 
i:  iLiEUT  .M.  UIKVIN,  M.  D., 
\v  M.  W.  KEEN,  .M.  D.  856 

COMMUTATIONS.— The  followirg  works  will  be  fur- 
!j>i.'-d  at  tl.e  reduced  rates  ind.caled,  to  sub.scnber.s  w-no  pay  the luw  amount  in  a.:vauce  :  p,.,,.^  „^th separately. 

Thp.  KKroRTEB  and  the  London  Lancbt,  (republished 
monlhlyi    .$6  00      $8  00 

and   Homburgpr's  .hmrnnl  uf  Optlud- nudo'jii,  (iai-moiiilily 1   4  50        5  00 
"          and    iiraithwa  'dt  a    'lliArosjitd,  (semi- annual)  o  00        .'5  50 
"  and  Von  Duben  s  Microsc  ijiiiil  Diagnosis,  3  Gu        4  00 
"  ami  Phy.-iciaurt'  Iland-Ko  k  of  I'mctice f<jr  lf><j4.  Townsend,  N.  Y.  The  name 

Htaujpcd  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  S5        4  2.5 
"  "  aud  Lindsay  and  Uiackiston's  Visiting Li»t,  l^'il  — 2.0  patients,  tuck.s~the  name 

namped  on  tuck  in  gill  leller.'j   3  70        4  00 

NERVOUS   DEAFNESS.    Its   Nature,  Causes,  and 
Tr'-atmeut.  Tranda  f-d  troni  the  French  of  '•  Dumennti,  '  wiiii  addi- 

■  UH,    J!y  Lai-kknck 'JfK.NHUi.L  .M.  I).,  of  Pliiliidi'ljdiia,  Aural  .-nrgeoii M"W;irl  Ho  p  lal,  Ac,  Ac.    One  Voiumt;,  l.iiuo.,  pp.  liy,  Illubtraiod 
.  .lii  W.xxi  Eug.aviugH. COSTENIS. 
iMif«;o!oglcal  Action  of  tbe  Proce«<H  of  Localized  Faradization  applied  to iJie  1  reiitne  ii'  of  Nf-rvnuii  Di  afnenN. 
Fact*  Deitonnir.iMi;^  the  Therapeutic  Valno  of  "  Dnchenne'H  Metliod." 
F.tra'lizailon  >>:  ii.-,-  .Victor  Munclt;«  of  tho  biuall  Bouoa  aud  of  tlie  Chorda 

TyinpAul. 
Tlie  Aj'pJicjitioD  of  Locallz«»d  Faradization  to  HyKterlc  DcafnoHs,  Deaf- :rom  lii"  u«e  of  ii»lpliai«  of  Quinine  \)^'^\U\^^M^  consecutive  to 

the  contlnn- d  Knipilve  FeviT-«,  roninllng  all  jireviouH  Irealmonl  and 
fr-^in  Kt-u  to  iweiity  yearn  duration. 

Ob««'».it:  •n«  t  ••  F/  lurnhnll,  M.  !).,  DeflnlHon  of  Nervoun  DeafnoHH, 
'  ,1  .  .  -  I'leury  of  the  I)i»<'a"p,  J'hyHiology,  Pathology,  tymp- t  I'rot^noulK,  and  Treatment. 

F  r  •>  .'•«!  of  ilie  Kkp'iktkk,  .N.  K.  Cor.  .Seventh  and  Sannom 
•tr»PlJi,         i-y  j.  .el-ay  A  Hlaki.»t.yi,  No.  'i-'t  HoniU  .Sixth  »lreot. PHICE  TIIIUTV-EIOHT  CENT.S. 
Th*  book  will  bo  iHsDt  to  any  adlrcnn,  ponlago  paid,  on  receipt  of 
pric*.  »U|f 
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J.  D.  "WHITE,  D.  D.  S.,  ^ Emeritus  Profes.sor. 
T.  L  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  P.^lliCE,  D.  D.  S., Professor  of  bental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

I'rot'essor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 
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W.  S.  FOitBES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S  , 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  N.  BAlbEY,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 

and  continue  until  the  first  of  iMarch  ensuing. 
During  Oct  ber  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 

delivered  every  S'aturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furuished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction 
Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demenstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Matri- 

culation Fee,'$.").    Diploma  Fee,  $30. For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Deax, 
3-t9-6ra.  501  N.  Seventh  St.,  Philadeiphta. 
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C.  A.  KixnsBrRT,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry, 
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J.  H.  McQuiLLEN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. .1.  Foster  Fi-arg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry, 
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Gko.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Denti.stry. 
W.M  GoiiGKS,  D.D.S.,  Demonstr  tor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  Dispen.sary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  and  pre- 

liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  day 
during  the  mouth  of  October;  tlie  lecture  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  teaching.  The  regular Course  of  Instruction  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
aud  coufinue  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  February 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extt-nsive  and  valuable 
Collections  of  Anatomical,  Pathological  and  Miueraiogical  specimens, 
and  the  I'hilosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  of  the various  Chairs,  and  every  opportunity  will  be  aftbrdt  d  in  tlie  Clinic  and 
Lalioratory  for  obtaining  a  ̂ ^raciicai  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentisti  y. 
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Abij,  Gold  and  Tin  Foils,  l^eutal  Instruments,  Gold  and  Silver  Plate, 
operating  Chairs,  Corundum  Wheels,  Lathes,  Furnaces,  iloUing- Mill.*!, 
Hlow-Pipes,  and  all  other  articles  u.sed  by  the  Profession.  SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS,  of  the  best  quality,  in  cases  or  single,  as  may  be  de- 

sired, sui)i)lied  to  order,  consisting  of  Lithotomy,  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning Obstetrical,  and  Dissecting  Instruments.  Catalogues  sent  on  ap- 

plication.   Also,  publisher  of  the 
DENTAL  COSMOS  :  A  Monthly  Eecord  of  Dental .Science.  Devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Profession.  Edited  by  J. 
1).  VViiiTK,  M  D.,  D  D.S  ,  ,J.  H.  McQt  iLLiiN,  D.D.S,  Guo.  J.  Zii.;ulkk, 
M.D.  Terms  per  annum,  in  advance,  $2.u0.  Specimen  numbers  sent 
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Dkpots  — ;V28  Arch  street,  Philadelphia;  6r)S  Broadway,  New  York  ; 
16  Treniout  Kow,  Boston;  lo2  llaudolph  Btreet,  Chicago.  345 

JH.  GEMRIG,  No.  109  South  Eighth  Street,  below I  Cliestnui,  manufactures  to  order  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand 
a  general  as.sortmout  of  SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  IJ^STKUMENTS, 
TRI'SSKS,  AND  APPARATU.S  FOR  DEFORMITIES,  SPLINTS,  SY- 
RI  NG  ES,  Ei'C,  of  the  finest  quality,  and  most  approved  patterns.  Gentle- men about  t(j  commence  i)ractice  would  do  well  to  call  and  examine  his 
arge  assortment  of  BUKGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS.  337 

KING  &  BAIRD,  No.  607  Sansora  Street,  Philad'a- Euglish  and  (ierman  Book  and  Job  PiilNTING,  STEREOTYPING, 
KLEtyriioTVPING,  (tc  ,  promptly  executed  in  the  l)est  manner  ana  on 
rt-nminnhlH  terras.  Publishers  of  I'rayer  Bo(jks  (^Standard  Edition)  for the  u>«  uf  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
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SirKGICAL  CAS3S. 

By  Prof.  Louis  Bauer,  M.  D., 
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[Continued  from  page  333.] n. 

Post  uterine  serotis  cyst— Puncture  of  same 
through.  Vagina— Suppuration  exc.ted  by  leav- 

ing canula— Perfect  Eecovery  m  nine  weeks. 

The  case  I  am  about  relating  presents  some  in- 
teresting features,  both  in  a  diagnostic  and  a 

therapeutical  point  of  view. 
Since  her  marriage,  about  nine  years  ago,  the 

patient  had  been  suffering  from  scanty  and  painful 
menses  ;  copious  leucorrhoea,  permanent  pain  in 
both  iliac  regions,  increased  on  pressure  and  sexual 
intercourse,  and  from  habitual  constipation.  She 
had  never  been  pregnant. 

A  treatment  of  ten  months  diiration,  including 
a  seton  in  the  left  iliac  region,  and  applications  to 
the  womb,  had  given  no  relief. 

On  examination,  the  abdomen  was  found  to  be 
distended  by  gas  and  fseces  ;  the  iliac  regions  tender 
on  touch,  but  free  from  tumefaction.  The  vaginal 
exploration  disclosed  a  very  low  position  of  the 
uterus ;  the  neck  being  but  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  from  the  entrance  of  the  vagina  ;  besides  the 
womb  encroached  upon  the  bladder  to  such  an  ex- 

tent as  to  impede  the  discharge  of  urine,  and  was 
slightly  inclined  to  the  right.  Its  mobility  insig- 

nificant. In  passing  with  tlie  exploring  finger 
behind  the  uterus,  two  round,  tiru),  elastic,  smooth 
and  excessively  slender  tumors  were  discovered. 
The  larger,  of  the  size  of  a  tolerably  large  orange, 
geemed  to  be  closely  connected  with  the  posterior 
wall  of  the  organ  with  which  it  shared  its  moderate 
inobility,  but  which  could  not  be  moved  separately  ; 
the  smaller  one  was  apparently  located  in  the  left 
broad  ligament  and  was  about  the  size  of  a  horse- 
chestnut.  The  size,  location,  and  the  other  pecu- 

liarities of  the  tumors  were  affirmed  by  rectal 
examination.  The  larger  tumor  encroached  upon 
the  rectum  and  dislocated  the  same  toward  the  left 
side.    The  contours  of  the  tumors  were  distinctly 

drawn,  and  by  no  means  obscured  by  tumefaction 
of  the  adjacent  tissues.  An  attempt  at  raising  the 
womb  into  a  higher  position  was  both  painful  and 
unsuccessful.  The  cavity  of  the  uterus,  when 
explored,  by  the  uterine  sound,  was  found  to  be 
free,  but  narrow  in  the  antero-posterior  diameter  ; 
evidently  compressed. 

The  fact  that  the  uterus  had  descended  so  low, 
and  was  almost  fixed  in  that  low  position,  alone 
enabled  me  to  ascertain  so  clearly  the  condition  of 

the  pelvic  oi'gans  and  the  tumors. 
But  whether  these  new  growths  were  made  up 

of  solid  or  liquid  material,  was  not  as  easy  to  de- 
termine. Sometimes  it  seemed  as  if  I  could  discern 

fluctuation  ;  at  others  they  were  so  firm  as  to  ex- 
clude the  idea  of  a  liquid,  although  I  was  strongly 

inclined  to  believe  them  to  be  serous  cysts.  In 
order  to  render  the  diagnosis  clearer  in  this  par- 

ticular, which  was  of  vital  importance  in  the  treat- 
ment to  be  adopted,  and  to  share  the  responsibil- 

ities to  be  incurred,  I  invoked  a  consultation  with 
Drs.  G.  .J.  BfiNXET  and  .John  Byrxe,  two  gentlemen 
of  excellent  professional  attainments  and  practical 
experience  in  female  diseases.    Tiie  result  of  that 
consultation  was,  in  a  practical  point  of  view, 
highly  satisfactory.    Both  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  tumors,  in  all  probability,  were  cysts, 
notwithstanding  the  obsc^ured  fluctuation.    In  im- 

material points  their  views  differed.    Dr.  Byknr 
namely  held  that  the  two  cysts  belonged  to  the 
ovaries,  whereas  Dr.  Bexnet  sided  with  me.  We 
could  not  assent  to  the  diagnosis  of  Dr.  ByexiS  for 
two  reasons  ;  the  immobility  and  tenderness  of  the 

i  growths,  which  are  scarcely  ever   observed  in 
,  ovarian  cysts.    However  this  may  be,  we  argued 
I  most  readily  in  the  treatmtnit  suggested  by  myself. 

I  namely,  to  institute  an  explorative  puncture  of  the 
I  larger  tumor,  through  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
I  vagina,  and  in  case  our  diagnosis  should  be  veri-^ 
i  fied,  to  leave  the  canula  in  situ,  for  the  purpose  of 
exciting  suppuration  and  thus  to  close  tlie  cyst. 

,  In  other  words,  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  Professor 
KlEWIETSCn 

The  puncture  was  accordingly  performed  by  a 
small  trochar,  and  ten  ounces  of  a  straw  coloreii 
and  transparent  serum  were  withdrawn  ;  where- 

upon tl>e  larger  cyst  collapsed  and  the  smaller 
seemed  to  be  reduced  in  size  and  less  elastic. 
Within  five  days  from  the  operation,  suppuratio  i 
had  fairly  set  in,  when  the  canula  was  removed. 
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CO  MMUNIC  ATIONS. 

During  the  suppurative  process,  which  lasted  [  to  an  erroneous  diagnosis,  so  much  the  more  as 
about  nine  weeks,  the  patient  suffered  but  tempo-  \  the  Lattpr  is  not  rarely  complicated  with  serous 

rarilv  ;  when  called  upon  on  such  occasions  I  '  cysts.  It  must  be  conceded  that  seat,  form  and 
found  the  cystic  cavity  filled  with  gas  and  fetid  |  the  apparent  firmness  rendered  such  an  opinion 
matter;  the  obstructions  of  the  wound  being  the  very  plausible.  Rokitansky  has  certainly  observed 
cause  of  their  retention.  Once  or  twice  I  intro-  ■  cystic  growths  within  and  upon  the  walls  of  the 
duced  a  director  and  caused  thus  the  escape  of  the  uterus,  but  fibrous  tumors. are  still  more  frequent 

contents,  which  took  place  with  some  noise  ;  but  \  in  that  organ.  And  I  must  admit  that  my  diag- 
l  oncluding  that  the  small  size  of  the  wound  might  nosis  was  at  first  in  favor  of  the  latter  ;  but  on  de- 

rive rise  to  repetitions  of  this  kind.  I  introduced  liberation  I  dismissed  it  from  my  mind  for  the 
the  third  time  a  blunt  pointed  knife,  dilated  the  |  following  reasons  :  1st.  Unless  pedunculated,  the 
wound  about  half  an  inch,  and  thus  gave  free  issue  fibrous  tumors  are  developed  within  the  substance 

to  gas  and  pus.    Henceforward  I  had  no  more    aud  however  near  to  the  external  surface  of  the 
trouble  the  pus  became  gradually  more  consistent 
and  laudable,  its  quantity  gradually  decreased, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  week  ceased  to  iLow. 

uterus,  would  necessarily  encroach  upon  its  cavity 
by  a  convex  surface,  obstructing  the  entrance  of 
the  uterine  sound,  whereas  no  obstacle  of  this  kind 

Since  then  my  colhvigues  have  seen  and  examined   was  encountered  in  the  present  case, 
the  patient  with  me,  and  satisfied  themselves  that  |     2d.  Fibrous-tumors  are  usually  accompanied  by 
the  tumor  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  left  in  its  !  prolonged  and  copious  menstruation  ;  the  reverse 
place  somewhat  condensed  tissue.    The  menstrual  j  is  our  case. 
flow  has  since  become  more  copious,  regular  and  !  3d.  Fibrous  tumors  are  scarcely  tender  at  all, 
painless,  vhilst  the  uterus  has  assumed  a  higher  |  whereas  the  tumors  of  our  patient  were  tender  to 
and  better  position  in  the  pelvic  axis.  There  is  no  ,  excess. 
more  pain  on  coitus.  Tlic  small  cyst  cannot  be  |  4th.  The  fluctuation,  however  obscure,  was 
reached  any  more  by  the  finger,  owing  to  the  higher  ;  nevertheless  too  much  extended  over  the  surface 
position  of  the  uterine  ax)peudages.  i  for  a  mere  accessory  cystic  formation. 

The  foregoing  case  presented  some  interesting  |  Least  of  all,  a  post-uterine  haeuiatocele  could  be 
points  with  reference  to  diagnosis.  In  the  first  suspected,  on  account  of  the  diffused  and  pulta- 
place  it  might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  pelvic  |  ceous  condition  of  that  disease  irrespective  of  the 
abscess,  on  account  of  the  existing  tenderness,  on  protracted  course  that  our  case  had  evidently 
touch,  and  some  other  subjective  svmptoms.  The  |  taken.  In  fine,  the  explorative  puncture  was  cal- 
locality  would  not  preclude  such  diagnosis,  al-  culated  to  remove  all  doubts  that  might  be  enter- 
though  abscesses  are  more  frec^uent  in  the  con-  tained  as  to  the  structure  and  contents  of  the 
nective  tissue  surrounding  the  pelvic  cavity  ;  for  growth.  The  result  has  demonstrated  that  our 
I  have  observed  abscesses  both  in  front  and  behind    reasoning  was  correct. 
the  uterus  and  in  close  proximity  to  that  organ.  ;  With  reference  to  the  treatment  but  little  need 
Fut  in  all  cases  of  pelvic  abscess  there  is  a  widely  !  be  said,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  cyst  was  left, 
spreading  tumefaction  of  the  adjacent  structures,  j  without  alternative,  as  the  only  measure  that  could 
and  it  has  never  occurred  to  me  that  the  contours  I  give  relief.  The  operation  alone  has  been  per- 
of  the  abscess  were  so  distinctly  traceable  as  in  the   formed  so  frequently  and  has  been  found  so  harm- 
present  case.    Kor  culd  it  be  presumed  that  two !ss,  that  we  could  not  hesitate  in  resortiug  to  it. 
abscesses  should  form  in  so  close  approximation,  Tlie  puncture  ahme  would  have  been  a  mere  palli- 

wiihout  becoming  confiueut.  ^'ext  there  was  the  ative,  and  therelore  the  attempt  was  justifiable  at 
probable  duration  of  the  local  trouble,  extending,  closing  the  cyst  permanently  bj'' sni)puration.  The 
as  it  did,  througli  a  space  of  nine  years,  though  results  attained  by  the  method  of  Kikwietsch  are 
we  had  no  positive  knowledge  on  this  point,  but  indeed  so  encouraging  that  we  could  not  liesitate 

the  inference  seemed  to  be  rational  that  the  tumors  '\  to  resort  to  its  therapeutical  virtues  in  the  present 
liad  been  tliere  for  a  longer  time  than  abscesses  case.  However  dangerous  the  proceeding  may 
ordinarily  n  quire  for  their  development.  More-  1  appear,  a  priori,  our  experience  was  to  the  con- 
uver,  llie  symptoms  alt«'nding  tlio  formation  of  au  |  trary,  and  the  temporary  turbulence  of  the  symp- 
abscess  in  localities  so  well  endowed  with  sensitive  \  toms  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  operation  itself, 
nerve«,  would  certainly  have  been  more  turbulent  I  but  the  imperfectfion  of  the  trochar  used.  At  times 
and  cliaracteristic.  \  it  seemed  as  if  peritonitis  was  inevitable,  and  the 

The  absence  of  pulsation  precluded  tlie  idea  of  pains  were  vehement.  But  the  prompt  ovacuatiou 
an  aneurism.  For  a  varix  it  was  too  largy  in  size,  '  gave  instantaneous  relief.  I  agree,  therefore,  with 
too  deOnite  in  form,  and  certainly  too  t«nse  and  I  the  suggestions  of  rny  friend  Byrnk,  to  prefer  a 

elastic.  The  greater  similarity,  especially  of  the  j  larger  trochar,  with  the  view  of  securing  a  more 
larger  tumor,  to  a  fibrous  growth  might  have  led   ready  discharge  of  serum  and  pus. 
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THE  PATHOGENY  Oli'  STRABISMUS. 
By  Dr.  F.  C.  Donders. 

Of  Utrecht. 

Translated  from  Archiv  fiir  OphthalmrIng=e  Ed.  ix.  i,  for 
Ihe  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masillon,  Ohio. 

(Continued  from  page  284.) 
•  II. 

Strabismus  Convergens. 
Experience  teaclies  that  in  the  larger  proportion 

of  cases,  sti-abismus  convergens  is'  connected  with 
hypermetropia.  In  172  eyes  examined  by  Donders, 
hypermetropia  was  detected  133  times  in  the  eye 
not  deviated.  In  9  cases  myopia  existed,  5  times 
in  such  a  high  degree  that  the  form  of  the  dis- 

tended, almost  motionless,.;  eye-ball  did  not  permit 
any  other  condition.  In  13  cases  there  was  found 
a  refracting  difference  in  the  two  eyes  ;  5  times 
inflammation  was  its  basis— paralysis,  preceded  it 
at  least  5  times  ;  3  times  there  was  complication 

with  catiract'a  congenita;  twice  with  nystagmus. 
It  is  thus  seen  how  predominant  hypermetropia  is, 
being  present  in  more  than  77  per  cent.  Bonders 
is  convinced  that  if  all  the  cases  of  strabismus  con- 

vergens in  a  certain  population  could  be  examined, 
it  would  be  found  that  a  still  larger  proportion 
exists,  as  it  is  the  inflammatory  cases,  or  those 
connected  with  some  other  complication,  tliat  more 
frequently  induces  the  patient  to  apply  to  the 
oculist,  and  the  painless  cases  dependent  on  hyper- 

metropia are  more  apt  to  be  neglected. 
It  is  not,  as  a  general  thing,  the  highest  grades 

of  hypermetropia  with  which  strabismus  is  con- 
nected. Often,  at  least  in  young  persons,  the  hy- 

permetropia is  altogether  latent,  and  is  only  recog- 
nised after  artificial  paralysis  of  accommodation  is 

produced,  it  being  involuntarily  neutralized  by 
the  accommodative  power.  In  1862  Bonders  pub- 

lished the  seresults,  that  is,  that  strabismus  conver- 
gens as  a  rule  is  dependent  on  hypermetropia. 

Drs.  Pagenstecher  and  S^jiisch  gave  as  the  result 
of  their  observations,  that  in  62  oases  of  strabismus 
concomitans  convergem,  that  they  found  hyperme- 

tropia present  only  29  times.  Bonders  readily 
agrees  with  them,  as  they  only  determined  the 
manifest,  and  not  the  latent  hypermetropia,  he 
himself  not  being  able  to  recognise  the  manifest  in 
more  than  one  half  the  cases. 

As  strabisvins  convergens  as  a  rule,  exists  with 
hypermetropia,  we  must  conclude  that  the  latter 
causes  the  deviation.  At  any  rate,  hypermetropia 
is  the  primary  anomaly  to  be  looked  for  originally 
in  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the  eye  ;  strabismus 
is  the  secondary  condition  which  only  makes  its 
appearance  some  yea  s  after  birth.  In  the  first 
period,  in  the  beginning  of  the  so-called  periodical 

squinting,  it  can  be  established  that  hypermetropia 
exists.  It  incontestably  precedes  the  squinting. 
When  we  further  consider  that  the  commencing 
squinting  passes  away  when  the  hypermetropia  is 
neutra  ized  by  a  convex  glass,  then  we  unhesi- 

tatingly conclude  that  hypermetropia  can  produce 
strabismus.  The  question  meets  us,  how  is  this 
brought  about  ? 

In  order  to  see  distinctly,  the  hypertropist  must, 
comparatively,  accommodate  more  powerfully.  This 
is  the  case  at  any  distance  ;  even  in  seeing  distant 
objects  he  must  try  to  overcome  his  hypermetfbpia 
by  the  exertion  of  his  accommodative  power,  and 
as  the  object  is  brought  nearer. to  the  eye,  a  still 
greater  effort  is  demanded.  The  nearer  the  object, 
the  greater  demand  there  is  on  the  accommodative 
power.  Now  there  is  a  certain  connection  between 
accommodation  and  the  convergence  of  the  optic 
lines.  The  greater  the  convergence  is,  the  more 
readily  is  the  accommodative  power  brought  into 
action.  A  certain  disposition  to  increased  con- 

vergence is  never  wanting  when  there  is  great  ex- 
ertion of  the  accommodative  power.  This  dispo- 

sition is  present  in  every  hypermetropist.  The 
emmetropist  can  readily  convince  himself  of  the 
truth  of  this  fact  by  placing  negative  glasses  before 
his  eyes,  thus  temporarily  putting  them  in  the 
condition  of  hypermetropia.  He  will  clearly  per- 

ceive that  by  each  effort  to  see  distinctly,  that 
double  images  threaten  to  appear  as  the  result  of 
increased  convergence,  and  that  he  soon  will  only 
have  the  choice  between  double  vision  and  squint- 

ing. Unrecognized,  this  conflict,  perhaps,  exists 
for  all  hypermetropists 

Hypermetropia  is  quite  an  extensive  anomaly, 
and  is  much  more  frequently  met  with  than  my- 

opia. Strabismus  convergens  as  a  rule,  results  from 
hypermetropia  ;  but  manifest  hypermetropia  fre- 

quently exists  without  strabismus  ;  relatively,  it  is 
really  only  a  small  number  of  cases  of  hjper- 
mt'tropia  in  which  strabismus   developes  itself. 

j  This  fact  need  not  appear  strange.  As  a  general 
I  rule,  the  desirableness  of  seeing  an  object  single 
i  with  both  eyes  succeeds.  The  direction  of  the 
'  optic  lines  is  thus  energetically  determined.  Our 
author  has  been  convinced  of  this  from  his  experi- 

ments on  the  action  of  prismatic  glasses.  In  put- 
ting a  weak  prismatic  glass  before  one  of  the  eyes, 

with  the  refracting  surface  inward,  the  object 
looked  at  is  immediately  seen  double  ;  but  invol- 

untarily increased  convergence* takes  place,  which 
unites  the  double  images,  and  if  for  an  instant  the 
glass  be  removed  from  the  eye,  the  double  images 
will  for  a  moment  re-appear,  which  again  rapidly 
disappear  as  the  convergence  corrects  itself  This 
happens  in  a  manner  so  spontaneous,  that  the 
action  is  not  noticed.  This  antipathy  to  double 
images,  or  rather  the  instinctive  clinging  to  bi- 
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Docular  rision  saves  the  majority  of  hypermetrop- 
ists  from  strabismus.  They  prefer  to  sacririce  dis- 

tinct vi-iou  rather  than  suffer  each  macula  lutea  to 
receive  a  different  image.  In  this  we  perceive  why 
not  nearly  every  hypermetropist  squints.  Let  one 
eye  be  covered  with  the  hand,  whilst  it  is  open  | 
like  the  other,  and  in  most  instances  the  optic 
lines  are  directed  rapidly  inward.  The  same  hap- 

pens when  an  emmetropist  places  a  negative  glass 
before  the  eye. 

Tl^  enquiry  naturally  follows  :  What  are  the 
v-ircumstances  in  connection  with  hypermetropia  1 
that  bring  on  strabismus  ?  They  are  of  two  kinds :  ! 
a.  such  as  diminish  the  value  of  binocular  vision  ; 
and  h.  such  as  diminish  the  convergence.  ■ 

To  the  first  belong  : 
1.  Congenital  difference  in  the  acutencss  of  vision 

or  in  the  refracting  condition  of  the  two  ey  s.  The 
acuteness  of  vision  in  hypermetropists  is  often  im- 

perfect, either  in  one  or  both  eyes.     This  is  to  be 
attributed  partly  to  a^tigmatsmu-^,  and  partly  to  an 

imperfect  condition  of  the  retina,  as  yet  not  under-  ' 
stood.    If  the  deficiency  in  the  acuteness  of  vision 
affects  only  one  eye,  then  by  too  great  convergence  ! 
the  image  of  this  eye  will  not  be  so  much  disturbed,  i 
This  is  the  case  when  the  degree  of  hypermetropia  j 
in  the  deviating  eye  is  higher,  and  the  image  of  | 
this  eye  is  proportionally  less  distinct.    In  both 
.•ases  strabismus  will  ensue  lightly.    But  the  dis-  | 
position  to  squinting  is  doubled,  when,  as  is  often  ' 
the  case,  the  higher  degree  of  hypermetropia  and  | 
diminished  acuteness  of  vision  are  united  in  the  j 
same  eye.  j 

2.  Corne  d  species.  It  is  often  observed  that  in 
squinting,  corneal  opacities  or  specks  exist  in  the  ; 
deviating  eye,  or  in  both  eyes.  It  does  not  seem 
that  corneal  specks  alone  can  cause  strabismus,  i 
When  the  image  of  the  second  eye  is  less  perfect,  j 
♦'ven  then  experience  teaches  us  that  binocular 
vision  has  the  preference  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  un- 
derstand  tliat  one  of  the  eyes  should  be  disposed 
to  turn  aside  merely  out  of  preference  to  receive  an 
image  on  the  macula  lutea  not  homogeneous,  but 
ijuite  otherwise.  But  in  hypermetropia,  will  not 
the  existence  of  corneal  specks  and  opacities  have 
the  tend»;ncy  to  produce  strabismus  ?  Will  the  less 
acute  image  in  the  optic  axis  cause  less  disturb- 

ance of  the  double  image,  and  thus  diminish  {he 
struggle  against  it  (the  doublw  image)  which  here 
is  to  prevent  strabismus  ?  Our  author  answers  af- 

firmatively. At  least  he  finds  in  liyperraetropia 
witlj  strabismus  corneal  specks  more  general  than 
in  liyperraetropia  without  strabismus.  Another 
relation  l>etween  corneal  opacities  and  strabismus 
i-onsiiits  in  the  fact  that  the  inflammation,  so  apt 
to  be  connected  with  corneal  opacities,  extends  to 
the  muHcles  of  the  eye,  and  thus  finally  brings 
about  s-quinting. 

Hospital  Reports. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  > October,  1863.  ) 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross. 
Reported  by  Mr.  Maxvjell. 

Traumatic  Gangrene  of  the  Hand  and  Arm ; 
Amputation  at  tiie  Shoulder  Joiac. 

A.  D.,  aged  22  years.  On  the  night  of  the 
lOtli  of  October,  while  in  a  state  of  intosication, 
the  patient  fell  out  of  bed,  and  her  right  arm  striking 
a  "  pot  de  chambre"  received  an  incised  wound,  four inches  in  length  and  situated  about  two  inches  above 
the  joint,  exteuduig  horizontally  through  the  inte- 

gument fascire  and  muscles  down  to  the  periosteum, 
and  completely  severing  the  brachial  artery,  from 
which  copious  hemorrhage  took  place  before  the 
arrival  of  a  physician,  who  at  once  ligated  the  vessel. 
The  forearm  being  thus  in-  a  great  degree  deprived 
of  its  circulation  soon  began  to  show  signs  of  morii- 
hcation,  and  when  the  patient  was  brought  to  the 
College  October  16th.  it  was  found  absolutely  neces- 

sary to  amputate  at  the  shoulder  joint  to  save  life, 
and  even  that  was  thought  almost  hopeless  from  the 
condition  of  the  system,  as  she  was  extremely  weak 
and  just  recovering  from  the  effects  of  secondary 
syphilis.  To  atiord  her  however  a  chance  for  her  life, 
Dr.  Gross  performed  the  flap  operation  at  the 
shoulder  joint,  the  patient  being  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  and  digital  compression  being  made 
in  the  axilla  by  an  assistant. 

Only  a  few  ounces  of  blood  were  lost.  Eight  arte- 
ries were  tied.  The  wound  was  brought  together  by 

the  ordinary  interrupted  suture  and  adhesive  straps 
supported  by  a  roller.  The  treatment  has  been  by 
iron  and  quinine,  in  combination  with  milk  punch, 
beef  tea  and  other  nutritious  articles.  Union  did  not 
take  place  by  the  lirst  intention  nor  was  it  hoped  for, 
considering  the  condition  of  the  patient  at  the  time 
of  the  operation  ;  but  at  the  prescTit  date,  October 
20th,  seven  of  the  ligatures  have  come  away,  and 
under  judicious  treatment,  the  general  health  has 
greatly  improved  and  granulation  is  going  on  kindly. 
When  we  consider  the  almost  universal  fatality 

which  has  attended  operations  of  this  kind  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  gangrene,  and  especially  the 
weakened  condition  of  this  case,  we  must  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  is  a  triumph  of  surgery 
seldom  met  with. 

Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

J.  C,  12  years  old,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  where  he 
has  been  under  treatment  by  an  eminent  practitioner 
of  that  place. 

First  began  to  experience  suflering  from  the 
calculus  all  . 11!  ti  n  months  ago,  but  for  the  latter  half 
of  that  time,  ihc  distress  has  been  so  intense  that  he 
has  been  obliged  to  spend  most  of  his  time  in  bed, 
in  the  ])osition  most  favorable  to  a  relaxation  of  the 
parts — the  knees  lh;xed  upon  the  thighs  and  these 
upon  the  pelvis.  His  father  states  that  his  usual 
l)osition  when  sleeping  was  Upon  his  hands  and 
knees.  Chloroform  having  been  administered.  Dr. 
(tIIOSS  ])crf()rmed  the  lat(!ral  ojjcration  of  lithotomy, 
and  removed  a  large  calculus,  weigliing  nine  dracjjms 
and  measuring  two  inches  in  length  by  half  an  inch 
in  diameter.  After  the  operation  no  cailicter  was 
intrf)ducefl.  Dr.  Giioss  ])r(;ferrinL''  to  allow  the  urine to  pass  tlirouirh  tlic  wound  considering  that  it  would 
excite  less  inOammation  than  a  foreign  body  kept 
constantly  in  position. 

Since  the  operation,  October  17,  the  boy  has  suf- 
fcn-d  no  pain,  no  untoward  8ymj)tom  has  occurred, 
the  wound  has  entirely  closed  and  the  urine  now 
passes  freely  through  its  natural  outlet. 
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Periscope. 

Cimicifuga  (Black  Cohosh)  in  the  Treatment' of Kheumatism  and  Chorea. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Bowman,  editor  of  the  Canada,  Lancet^ 
speaks  as  follows  of  the  use  of  cimicifuga  in  the 
treatmeut  of  rheumatism  and  chorea  : 

The  cimicifuga  racemosa  is  a  tall,  stately  plant 
with  large  leaves,  growing  from  four  to  eight  feet  in 
height,  and  bearing  long  spikes  of  small  white 
flowers.  It  is  a  native  of  Canada  and  the  United 

States,  and  ma}'  be  found  throua-'hout  our  woods delighting  in  the  shady  places  of  the  higli  as  well  as 
of  the  low  lands.  Both  the  flowers  and  the  seed 
have  been  employed  for  medicinal  purposes,  but  the 
root  is  considered  the  most  efficacious.  Jt  should  be 
given  in  the  form  of  powder  or  tincture,  as  the  de- coction docs  not  contain  all  its  virtues.  The  tincture 
is  made  by  steeping  four  Troy  ounces  of  the  bruised 
root  in  sixteen  ounces  of  diluted  alcohol  for  a  week 
or  ten  days  ;  the  dose  when  thus  prepared,  is  from 
one  to  two  drachms.  When  given  internally,  black 
cohosh  produces  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision,  and  de- 

pression of  the  pulse,  the  latter  remaining  for  some 
time  after  its  discontinuance. 

Chorea. — Since  the  period  of  its  introduction  as  a 
remedy  for  chorea,  by  Dr.  Young,  of  Pennsylvania, 
many  eminent  practitioners  have  attested  to  its 
merits  ;  Dr.  Stille  says,  that,  without  doubt,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  agents  we  possess  for  the 
cure  of  this  nervous  aflection,  especially  when  it  ap- 

pears to  be  independent  of  any  definite  disease. 
He  directs  the  poM^dered  root  to  be  taken  in  doses 

of  twenty  grains  every  two  hours ;  the  late  Dr. 
Physick,  liowever,  gave  but  ten  grains  ;  whilst  Dr. 
Jesse  Young,  preferring  larger  doses,  less  frequently 
prescribes  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  All, 
however,  agree,  that  to  prove  successful,  it  fiiust  be 
pushed  to  the  development  of  its  specific  effects,  par- 

ticularly vertigo  and  dimness  of  sight. 
Prof.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  in  speaking  of  this 

remedy,  tells  of  a  case  of  severe  anomalous  chorea, 
which  had  resisted  all  the  usual  modes  of  treatment, 
zinc,  iron  and  arsenic  not  being  omitted,  but  which 
yielded  at  once  to  the  cimicifuga. 

JiheumatUia. — Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  who 
has  had  a  large  experience  with  black  cohosh,  consi- 

ders it  remarkably  efficacious  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
acute  inflammatory  rheumatism,  giving  the  pow- 

dered root  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  drachms 
every  two  hours,  until  it  acts  powerfully  upon  the 
system  ;  he  finds  it  invariably  to  soothe  the  pain, 
allay  the  irritability,  and  cut  short  the  disease,  and 
has  never  noticed  any  injurious  effects  from  its  em- 

ployment in  these  large  doses.  The  late  Dr.  HiL- 
DHETH,  of  Ohio,  likewise  lends  his  valuable  testi- 

mony to  the  harmlessness  of  such  doses  in  rheuma- 
tism. Dr.  F.  N.  Johnson,  whilst  corroborating  all 

this,  remarks  in  addition,  that  he  has  found  metasta- 
sis to  the  heart  or  other  organs  much  less  frequent 

with  this,  than  with  any  other  mode  of  treatmeut. 
Both  Davis  and  Simpson  agree  in  considering  it 

an  antidote  to  the  rheumatic  poison,  and  this,  too, 
without  stimulating  the  system  or  producing  diuresis, 
diaphoresis,  or  any  other  discharge. 

In  chronic  rheumatism  it  is  not  so  favorably 
spoken  of,  but  Prof.  Simpson  has  found  it,  in  his 
own  case,  repeatedly  to  cure  an  attack  of  lumbago 
with  wonderful  rapidity. 

Considering,  as  I  do,  that  the  rheumatic  diathesis, 
by  producing  some  change  in  the  spinal  cord  or  its 
membranes,  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  chorea,  I 
cannot  but  look  upon  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  ' 

cimicifuga  on  both  aflfections,  but  as  another  proof 
of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  ;  and  I  think  that, 
in  many  cases,  instead  of  giving  spinal  disease  as 
another  cause  of  chorea,  it  would  come  much  nearer 
the  truth  to  ascribe  the  spinal  lesion,  to  the  effect  of 
the  rheumatism,  and  to  call  the  chorea  a  symptom  of 
the  latter  ;  and  should  most  decidedly  style  all  forms 
of  chorea  rheumatic,  that  prove  themselves  so,  syu- 

j  thetically,  by  being  amenable  to  rheumatic  treat- 
I  mcnt.    Those  arising  from  sympathy  with  other  irri- 
j  tated  or  diseased  organs  cannot  be  so  affected,  and 
j  must  necessarily  constitute  a  distinct  class,  and  re- 

j  quire  other  modes  of  treatment. i  The  following,  on  the  same  subject,  we  copy  from 

I  the  Loudon  Lancet. 
I     The  tincture  of  cimicifuga,  in  doses  of  thirty 
I  minims  three  or  four  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  has 
j  proved  a  most  valuable  nervine  and  calmative  in 
many  cases  of  pseudo-rheumatism  and  oljscure  ner- 

I  vous  pains.    Y/e  are  disposed  to  admit  the  correct- 
i  ness  of  the  observations  of  the  American  physi- 
I  cians,  who  allege  that  it  has  a  peculiar  action  on  the 
j  uterus.    In  the  irritable  condition  of  that  organ, 
I  often  observed  in  patients  for  some  time  after  men- 
!  struation  has  ceased,  or  irregular  v.iien  about  to 
I  cease,  and  marked  by  pain  more  or  less  periodical  in 
I  the  lumbar  region,  cimicifuga  affords  rapid  relief. 
I  In  neuralgic  pains,  often  met  Avith  in  such  patients 
I  in  other  localities,  it  is  equally  beneficial.  Females 
i  at  the  period  of  life  we  are  speaking  of  frequently 
I  suffer  from  a  distressing  pain  in  the  upper  part  of 
I  the  head,  recurring  with  greater  severity  at  night. 
These  cases  are  very  satisfactorily  met  by  this  re- 

!  medy.    Pains  in  the  mammae,  also,  whether  refer- 
able to  uterine  disturbance  or  to  pregnancy,  are 

relieved  by  the  cimicifuga  very  speedily.  In  lumbago 
it  is  almost  a  specific,  as  has  been  noticed  by  Dr. 
Simpson.    A  greater  advantage  of  the  tincture  of 
the  cimicifuga  is,  that  it  is  not  only  rather  pleasant 
to  the  taste,  but  very  agreeable  to  the  stomach,  rather 
improving  the  appetite  than  otherwise.   Larger  doses 
than  thirty  minims,  however,  as  a  drachm  for  in- 

stance, will  in  most  persons  produce  an  unpleasant 
tightness  and  dull  pain  across  the  forehead, 

Peritoneol  Sections. 

I     Dr.  W.  E.  Bowman  (  Canada  Lancet)  says : — 
In  perusing  the  account  of  another  formidable 

operation,  the  removal  of  a  large  abdominal  tumor 
with  attachments  to  the  lumbar  verrebrne,  uterus, 

&c.,  performed  by  Dr.  O'Reilly,  of  New  York,  one 
cannot  but  remark  that,  taking  advantage  of  the 
asthenic  character  of  all  diseases  of  the  present  age, 
step  by  step,  are  surgeons  everywhere  drifting  as  it 
were  into  fhe  knowledge  of  the  impunity  with  which 
the  serous  cavities  of  the  human  body  may  be 
assailed.  And  it  cannot  be  lonu'  before  some  one  of 
them,  yet  a  little  more  venturesome,  will  i)rove  that 
peritoneal  section  for  obstructions  of  the  bowels, 
gall  duct,  oesophagus,  etc.,  may  be  performed  with 
success  ;  and  that  lives  now  so  often  sacrificed  from 
them,  may  frequently  by  its  means  be  preserved. 

It  is  not  long  since  it  was  our  painful  duty  to 
make  a  couple  of  post-mortem  examinations  for 
intus-susceptioii,  when  we  Avere  led  seriously  to  re- 

flect that  should  other  occasions  arise,  even  a  forlorn 
hope  would  tempt  ovr  prudent  hands  to  cut  iui.o  the 
abdominal  cavity  before  death. 

Nor  can  we  pass  over  this  case  or  those  of  Prof. 
Byforb,  of  Chicago,  without  noticing  the  constantly 
increasing  evidence  of  the  power  of  large  doses  of 
opium  in  controlling  the  after  inflammation  other- 

wise attendant  on  such  operations.  Two  grains  of 
solid  opium  at  once — two  grains  more  in  lialf  an 
hour,  and  two  grains  every  three  hours,  or  a  grain 
every  hour  and  a  quarter  all  night  long,  with  a  quick 
pulse,  continuing  it  for  a  week  every  three  hours,  is 
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the  patient  can  thus  he  saved,  and  so  ̂ vc  grow  wiser 
hj  eacli  success  in  this,  another  of  the  important 
legacies  of  Gkaves. 
Tannin  in  Conjunctivitis  and  Strumous  Oph- tlialmia. 

Dr.  G.  R.  SnERA.TON  finds  a  solution  of  tannin 
more  successful  than  any  other  application  in  these 
tronblesome  eye  alfcctions.  He  adds  from  one  to 
two  drachms  to  each  ounce  of  water,  and  directs  it 
to  be  drop]K'd  into  the  eyes  several  times  a  day.  It 
causes  much  smartinu'  and  lachrymation,  but  this  is 
soon  succeeded  by  a  feelinix  of  comfort,  and  freedom 
from  irritation,  "in  cases  of  phlyctenular  ophthal- mia, or  ulcer?  of  the  cornea,  he  conjoins  atropine  or 
extract  of  belladonna  with  it,  and  likewise  prepara- 

tions of  opium  when  required. —  Canada  Lancet. 
Earache. 

INL  Duval  says  he  has  found  relief  in  severe  ear- 
ache, other  means  failing,  from  a  mixture  of  equal 

parts  of  chloroform  and  laudanum,  a  little  being  in- 
troduced on  a  piece  of  cotton.  The  first  effect  is  a 

sensation  nf  cold,  then  numbness,  followed  by 
scarcely  pcrcepr.il )le  pain  and  refreshing  sleep. — Srit.  Med.  Jonrnah 

Clay  as  an  Applicat:on  to  Ulcers. 
TVe  find  the  following  in  the  Dvblin  Medical  Press. 
Dr.  ScHREBER,  of  Lcipsic,, rccommeuds  the  use  of 

clay  as  the  most  "  energetic,  the  most  innocent,  the 
most  simple,  and  the  most  economical  of  palliative 
applications  to  surfaces  yielding  foul  and  moist  dis- 

charges." He  moreover  considers  that  it  has  a  spe- 
cific action  in  acctilerating  the  cure.  Clay  softened 

down  in  water,  and  freed  from  all  gritty  particles,  is 
laid,  layer  hy  layer,  over  the  afTected  part  to  the 
thickness  of  aboiit  a  line.  If  it  become  dry  and  fall 
otf,  fresh  layers  are  applied  to  the  cleansed  surface. 
The  irritating  secretion  is  rapidly  absorbed  by  the 
clay,  and  the  contact  of  air  prevented.  The  cure 
thus  troes  on  rapidly.  This  clay  ointment  has  a  de- 

cisive action  in  cases  of  ftetid  perspiration  of  the 
feet  or  armpits.  A  sin'i,-le  layer  api)lied  in  the  vuorn- imr  will  destroy  all  odor  in  the  day.  It  remains  a 
long  time  supple,  and  tlie  pieces  which  fall  ofi'  in fine  powder  produce  no  inconvenience. 

Treatment  of  Chronic  Eczema. 

The  Ttevur,  de  Tlxh-d.p'-iii'Kpio,  and  the  Hcpertoire  de 
Phannacie  inform  us  that  M.  I'KTKits  has  succeeded 
in  promptly  removing  chronic  eczema  by  a  general 
and  local  medication,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
elements  : — 

The  en-tiing  saline  aperient  is  in  the  first  i)lace 
prescribed  : — I^.    Sodil  chlorldi,  3iij.  / 

Maunesii  cliioridi,  ^ij. 
Sodn-  rtnly)li atis,  3v. 
Mairnesia'  suljjliatis,  3viij. 
A'juu!  destill.,  Oij.  M. 

The  dofie  is  two  tuniblcrfuls  in  the  morninir,  fast- 
ing, and  subsequently  on(!  tumbler  only.  Two  or 

three  Ioohc  motions  arc  thus  induced,  and  the  medi- 
cine may  be  re[»ealed  once  or  twice  according  to  the 

severity  of  the  case, 
Lofally,  all  liniments  or  greasy  applications  should 

he  di.Hcarded  as  injurious,  and  lotions  perforuKMl 
thrice  daily  on  the  seat  of  tlni  ('rui)tion  with  the  fol- 

lowing ])re[»aralion,  which  at  lirst  should  be  diluted 
•with  twice  its  w«;ight  of  water,  and  afterwards  used 
gradually  stronger  : — 

i^.    A(\.  lauroterasi,  f|j. 
Aqua-,  f>vij. 
Ilvdrarg.  bichloridi,         gr.  ij. 
Alcohol,  f3ij.  M. 

Treatment  of  Drowning. 
The  following  rules  just  issued  by  the  Royal 

Humane,  Society,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
drowning,  are  said  to  be  the  result  of  the  labors  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical 

Societ}'^  of  London  : — 
Dirertions  for  restoring  the  apparently  dead. — I.  If 

from  drowning  or  other  suffocation,  or  narcotic  poi- 
soning. Send  immediately  for  medical  assistance, 

blankets,  and  dry  clothing;  but  proceed  to  treat  the 
patient  instantly,  securing  as  much  fresh  air  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  points  to  be  aimed  at  are:  first,  and  immedi- 
ately, the  restoration  of  breathing  ;  and  secondly, 

after  breathing  is  restored,  the  promotion  of  warmth 
and  circulation. 

The  efTorts  to  restore  life  must  be  persevered  in 
until  the  arrival  of  medical  assistance,  or  until  the 
pulse  and  breathing  have  ceased  for  at  least  an  hour. 

Trentmmt  to  restore  iintnrrd  breat/dng. — Rule  1.  To 
maintain  a  free  entrance  of  air  into  the  windpipe. 
Cleanse  the  month  and  nostrils;  o  en  the  mouth; 
draw  forward  the  patient's  tongue,  and  keep  it  for- 

ward ;  an  elastic  band  over  the  t(mgue  and  under 
the  chin  will  answer  this  purpose.  Remove  all  tight 
clothing  from  about  the  neck  and  chest. 

Rule  2.  To  adjust  the  patient's  position.  Place the  patient  on  his  back  on  a  flat  surface,  inclined  a 
little  from  the  feet  upwards  ;  raise  and  support  the 
head  and  shoulders  on  a  small,  firm  cushion  or 
folded  article  of  dress  placed  under  the  shoulder- blade. 

Rule  8.  To  imitate  the  movements  of  breathing. 
Grasp  the  patient's  arms  just  above  the  elbows,  and draw  the  arms  gently  and  steadily  upwards  iintil 
they  meet  above  the  head  (this  is  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  air  into  theluniis),  and  keep  the  arms  in 
that  position  for  two  seconds.  Tlien  turn  down  the 
patient's  arms,  and  press  them  gently  and  firmly  for 
two  seconds  against  the  sides  of  the  chest  (this  is 
with  the  object  of  ju'essing  air  out  of  the  lungs. 
Pressure  on  the  breast-bone  will  aid  this). 
Repeat  these  measures  alternately,  deliberately, 

and  perseveringly,  fifteen  times  in  a  minute,  until  a 
spontaneous  efl'ort  to  res}>ire  is  perceived,  immedi- ately upon  which  cease  to  imitate  the  movements  of 
breathing,  and  proceed  to  induce  circulation  and 
warmth  las  below).  Should  a  warm  bath  be  procur- 

able, the  body  may  be  y)laced  in  it  up  to  the  neck, 
continuing  to  imitate  the  movements  of  breathing. 
Raise  the  body  in  twenty  seconds  in  a  sitting  posi- 

tion, and  dash  cold  water  against  the  chest  and  face, 
and  pass  ammonia  under  the  nnse.  The  patient 
should  not  be  kept  in  the  warm  bath  longer  than  five 
or  six  minutes. 

Rule  4.  To  excite  inspirntion.  During  the  em- 
ployment of  the  above  meth.od,  excite  tlie  nostrils 

with  snulf  or  smelling-salts,  or  tickle  the  tliroat 
with  a  feather.  Rub  ilie  cliest  and  face  briskly,  and 
dash  cold  and  hot  \vat(ii-  alttirnntely  on  them. 
The  altove  directions  arc?  chiefly  Dr.  H.  R.  SiE- 

vics'I'iok's  nielhod  of  I'estoriug  tl>e  a |)parently  d(;ad  or 
drowned,  and  liave  t)eet)  approved  by  the  Royal 
M(vlical  and  Cliirurgical  Society. 

7'rr(il//u)if  (iflcr  ii/il iifttl  In-cdth'nKj  has  hem  restored. — Rul(!  5.  To  induce  circu'ation  and  warmth.  Wrap 
the  patient  in  dry  l)lankets,  and  connncfice  rubbing 
the  limbs  upwards,  firmly  and  (energetically.  The 
friction  must  be  (;ontiniu;d  under  tlie  blaiikets  or 
over  the  dry  (dothitig. 

Promote  the  warrnth  of  f  b(;  body  by  the  ap})lica- 
tion  of  hot  flannels,  l)ottl(;s  or  l)ladders  of  hot  vvat(;r, 
heated  bricks,  <fec.,  to  tin;  i)it  of  tlio  stosnacdi,  the 
arm-pits,  t)(!t\\'e(;n  the  thighs,  and  to  the  soles  of  the 
feet.  Warm  clothing  may  generally  be  obtained 
from  l)ystander8. 
On  the  restoration  of  life,  wlien  the  power  of 

i  swallowing  has  returned,  a  teaspoonful  of  warm 
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water,  small  quantities  of  wine,  warm  brandy  and 
water,  or  coffee,  should  be  given.  The  patient 
should  be  kept  in  bed,  and  a  disposition  to  sleep 
encouraged.  During  reaction,  large  mustard-plas- 

ters to  the  chest  and  below  the  shoulders  v.'ill  greatly relieve  the  distressed  breathing. 
II.  If  from  intense  cold.  Rub  the  body  with  snow, 

ice,  or  cold  water.  Restore  warmth  by  slow  degrees. 
In  these  accidents  it  is  highly  dangerous  to  apply 
heat  too  early. 

III.  If  from  intoxication.  Lay  the  individual  on 
his  side  on  a  bed,  with  his  head  raised.  The  patient 
should  be  induced  to  vomit.  Stimulants  should  be 
avoided. 

IV.  If  from  apoplexy  or  from  sun-stroke.  Cold 
should  be  applied  to  the  head,  which  should  be  kept 
well  raised.  Tight  clothing  should  be  removed  from 
the  neck  and  chest.    Stimulants  should  be  avoided. 

Appearances  which  generally  indicate  death.  There 
is  no  breathing  or  heart's  action  ;  the  eyelids  are 
generally  half  closed  ;  the  pupils  dilated  :  the  jaAvs 
clenched  ;  the  fingers  semi-contracted  :  the  tonirue 
appearing  between  the  teeth  :  and  the  mouth  and 
nostrils  are  covered  with  a  frothy  mucus.  Coldness 
and  palor  of  surface  increases. 
What  has  become  of  the  much-extolled  "Ready Method 

Effect  of  Digestion  on  the  Stomach. 
At  the  late  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for 

the  advancement  of  Science,  a  resume  of  whose  pro- 
ceedings is  published  in  the  Dublin  Medical  Press,  we 

find  the  following  on  the  effect  of  digestion  on  the 
stomach  : — 

Dr.  Pavt,  ax"rer  relating  many  experiments,  said that  the  problem  as  to  why  the  stomach  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  attack  during  life,  as  it  is  after  death, 

still  remains  open  for  sohition,  and  the  view  that  he 
has  to  offer  refers  the  immunity  observed  to  the  cir- 

culation, within  the  walls  of  the  organ,  oi  an  alkaline 
current  of  blood.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  the 
presence  of  acidity  is  one  of  the  necessary  circum- 

stances for  the  accomplishment  of  gastric  digestion. 
Now,  alkalinity  is  a  constant  character  of  the  blood, 
and,  as  during  life  the  walls  of  the  stomach  are 
everywhere  permeated  by  a  current  of  this  alkaline 
blood,  we  have  here  an  opposing  influence,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  destroy,  by  neutralizing  its 
acidity,  the  solvent'  properties  of  the  digestive  tiuid tending  to  penetrate  and  act  upon  the  textitre  of  the 
organ.  The  blood  being  stagnant  after  death,  the 
opposing  influence  is  lost  that  is  offered  l\v  the  circu- 

lating ctirrent.  Should  life  happen  to  be  cut  short 
at  a  period  of  digestion,  there  is  only  the  neutralizing 
power  of  the  blood  actually  contained  in  the  vessels, 
of  the  stomach,  to  impede  the  progress  of  attack  upon 
the  organ  itself:  and  the  consequence  is,  that  diges- 

tion of  its  parietes  proceeds,  as  long  as  the  tempera- 
ture remains  favorable  for  the  process,  and  the 

solvent  power  of  the  digestive  liquid  is  uncxliausted. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  waut  of  harmony  between  the 
effect  that  occurs  after  death  and  the  explanation 
that  refers  the  protection  atlbrded  during  life  to  the 
neutralizing  intluence  of  the  circulation.  In  support 
of  this  view,  the  author  found,  experimentally,  that 
by  arresting  the  fiovr  of  blood  through  the  stomach 
during  life,  the  orixan  is  placed  in  the  same  condition 
as  it  is  after  death  :  having  lost  its  protecting  influ- 

ence, digestion  of  its  texture  now  proceeds. 

Pancoast's  Styptic. 
C.  C.  Jewett,  Surg.  16th  Mass.  Vol.,  reports  to 

the  Surg.  Gen.  of  Mass.  that  Pancoast's  Styptic  was 
found  preferable  to  the  persulphate  of  iron  in  many 
of  the  minor  cases  of  haemorrhage,  inasmuch  as  it 
leaves  the  surface  of  the  stump  in  a  healthy  condition, 
and  does  not  produce  the  thick  incrustation  so.often 

objectionable  after  the  application  of  the  iron.  He 
does  not  attempt, to  give  the  ratior^cde  of  its  operation, 
but  gives  the  foraiula  from  the  recipe  of  Dr.  Bp.intox, 
Surg,  of  Vol.,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  in  the  "Wash- ington Military  Colleice,  viz. : 

R.  Carbonate  of  Potash,  3j. 
Castile  Soap,  5ij 
Alcohol,  §iv.  M. 

The  good  efi'ects  of  this  styptic  were  pecttliarly noticed  in  a  case  of  hcTmorrhage  occurring  fourteen 
days  after  amputation  at  the  shoitlder  joint,  probably 
from  one  of  the  acromion  branches.  Slight  pressure 
on  the  subclavian  for  a  short  time  and  this  sty^'tic 
were  perfectly  successful. —  Chicago  Jfed.  Jom-aal. 

Antidotes  for  Strycimia. 

Professor  Ra>-iep.i  Belli>-i,  after  conducting  a 
long  series  of  experiments  on  poisoning  by  strych- 

nia and  its  salts,  arrives  at  the  opinion,  that  the  best 
antidoies  are  tannic  acid  and  tannin,  chlorin?.  and 
the  tinctures  of  iodine  and  bromine.    Chlorine,  he 
maintains,  attacks^  the  strychnia  even  when  it  is 
diffused  through  the  system,  for  he  found  that  in 
rabbits  poisoned  with  the  sulphate  of  the  alkaloid, 
on  being  made  to  inhale  chlorine  gas  in  quantity, 
such  as  was  not  sufficient  in  itself  to  kill,  the  con- 

I  vulsions  were  retarded,  and  were  milder  when  they 
•  occurred  ;  death  also  was  less  rapid.    The  author 
;  further  observed,  that  v/hen  siryehnia  -was  exhibited with  pyrogallic  acid,  the  convulsion  was  retarded  for 
I  the  space  of  half  an  hotir,  by  comparison  with  other 
I  experiments  in  which  the  alkaloid  was  given  by 
I  itself.    Professor  Bellini  believes  that  this  arrest  in 
'  symptoms  is  not  dependent  on  the  acid  acting  chem- 

ically on  the  strychnia,  but  only  through  tlie  astrin- 
;  gent  effects  produced  by  the  acid  on  the  mucous 
j  membrane  of  the  stomach.  Avhereby  the  absor]  tion 
I  of  the  poison  is  rendered  difiicult.  The  same  author, 
j  dwelling  on  the  frog-test  for  strychnia,  asserts  that 
'  this  test  is  not  to  belrusted.  inasmuch  as  ether  poi- 
'  sons  produce  the  tetanic  symptoms,  although  in  a I  lesser  degree.    He  adds,  in  speaking  of  the  effects 
{  of  tiiC  antidotes  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
I  that  be  trusts  his  results  will  have  a  bearing  not  only 
I  on  trie  treatment  of  strychnine  tetanus,  bat  on  trau- 
I  m;\:ie  and  idiopathic  tetanic  disease. — British  and 
Foreign  Jledico-Chirurgical  Eevicu-,  ami  Li'-hlin  Jlcd. 

j  Press. \  Medicinal  Value  of  Bromide  of  Ammonium. 
I  At  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  for  the 
;  advancement  of  Science,  which  met  t?his  year  at 
I  NcAvcastle-on-Tyne,  Dr..  Gibb  .made  a  report  on 
j  In-omide  of  ammonium:  whose  medicinal  properties 
i  he  hns  been  investigating.  We  copy  from  the 

Ij  ~  'I  Press.    The  following  are  Dr.  Gibe's 
I     1.  in      all  doses,  more  or  less  continued, bromide 
i  of  ammonium  acts  as  a  tonic  and  absoi-bent,  and  ex- erts its  peculiar  properties  upon  the  skin  and  the 
mucoits  membrane.    2.  It  diminishes  the  Aveight  of 
the  body,  causing  the  absorption  of  fat,  when  con- 

tinued with  a  regulated  diet.    3.  It  improves  the 
intellectual  powers,  increases  the  bodily  capacity, 
and  promotes  healthy  •function,    -i.  Locally  it  pos- 

sesses a  soothing inflijence  on  themucuous  membrane, 
and  according  to  the  strength  and  mode  of  its  appli- 

cation, so  does  it  diminish  the  sensibility,    .t.  In 
:  large,  frequently  repeated  doses,  or  given  at  intervals 
j  it  influences  the  entire  mucous  tract,  affects  all  the 
I  special  senses,  and  produces  impaired  sensibiliiy  of 
j  the  various  mucous  outlets.    0.  All  the  poisonous  ef- !  fects  arc  produced  by  very  larj;e  doses,  as  from  the 
;  bromide  of  potassium,  but  in  smaller  doses  it  is  more 
certain  and  reliable,  causes  no  diarrhoea,  or  diuresis, 
while  its  special  properties  are  exerted  sooner  and 
with  less  inconvenience. 
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PREMIUMS  FOB  NEW  SUBSCKIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  OxE  Dollar's  wokth  of  books  to 
iheir  libraries  he  -e  ̂ftd',  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  u  ith  the  subscriptioyi  monry  in  advance  for  a 
ye-ir.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

THE  SANITARY  COMMISSIOjNT. 

On  the  13th  day  of  June,  1861,  the  Sanitary 

Commission  was  organized,  professedly  "to  devise 
and  tlioroughly  execute  such  sanitary  regulations 

a3  will  tt'ud  to  economize  the  lives  of  the  soldiers, 
and  save  the  nation  more  men,  money  an.d  time 
than  could  be  effected  by  any  improvement  in  the 

arms  put  into  their  hands."  "One  of  its  highest 
ambitions"  was,  "to  bring  the  volunteers,  witli 
which  it  is  chiefly  concerned,  up  to  the  regulars  in 

respect  of  .sanitary  regulations  and  customs."  The 
duty  of  its  Inspectors  were  to  be,  first,  to  "travel 
from  canij)  to  camp,  pointing  out  defects  and  sug- 
g^'Sting  imijrovements  in  camp  police,  ventilation 
of  tents  and  rjuartor.s,  draina^^f ,  camp  cooking,  the 
BDpi>ly  and  quality  of  water,  and  generally  in 

everything  tluit  bears  on  tlie  healtli  of  the  oom- 

m.and;"  Hecond,  "to  give  officers  in  cliarge  of 
military  hospitals  not  only  professional  aid,  if  d(!- 
sired,  but  fxtra  hospital  clothing,  food,  medicines, 
vaccine  virus,  and  stores  not  included  in  the  Gov- 

ernment supply  list,  or  which  the  Government 

cannot  promptly  provide."  To  this  end  it  was 
empowered  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  army 
"to  inspect  and  examine  all  ports,  camps  and 

hospitals."  Its  position  was  to  be  entirely  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Army  Medical  Bureau,  with  which 

it  was  to  co-operate,  as  it  grew  out  of  "  no  charges 
of  negligence  or  incompetency  in  the  War  Depart- 

ment or  Medical  Bureau." 
The  objects  of  the  Commission  being  purely 

sanitary,  benevolent  and  patriotic,  its  members 

proposed  to  "serve  without  fee  or  reward,"  and 
lend  their  aid  to  the  Medical  Bureau  as  an  auxil- 

iary in  suggesting  and  carrying  out  proper  sani- 
tary measures  in  the  camps  and  hospitals  of  the 

volunteer  soldiers,  particularly.  But  no  sooner 
had  the  Commission  got  fairly  organized  and  in 
operation,  than  it  began  to  show  a  disposition  to 
interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Bureau, 
and  to  use  its  influence  to  subvert  its  organization, 
because  it  could  not  use  it  for  the  accomplishment 

of  its  own  purposes  of  ambition  and  aggrandize- 
ment. Instead  of  beiug  auxiliary  to  the  Medical 

Department,  it  would  only  be  satisfied  with  con- 
trolling its  acts.  It  finally  succeeded,  on  a  false 

plea,  in  having  the  Medical  Dej)artment  reorgan- 
ized, and  in  placing  at  its  head  a  creature  of  its 

own,  wliose  action  could  be  moulded  by  it  at  its 

will.  The  relations  of  Surgeon-General  Hammond 
to  the  Commission  were  such  that  without  great 
courage  and  decision  of  character  on  his  part,  the 

office  he  held  and  the  department  of  which  he  was 
the  head,  must  of  necessity  be  greatly  humiliated 

by  affiliation  with  a  Commission  organized  as  this 
was.  Lacking  these  qualifications,  the  result  was 

inevitable,  and  under  Dr.  Hammond's  administra- 
tion the  Medical  Department  of  the  army  has  sunk 

almost  to  the  level  of  being  an  auxiliary  to  the 
Commission  instead  of  the  reverse. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  anomalous 
position  of  the  Medical  Bureau  will  speedily  be 

changed,  that  Dr.  Baknes  or  some  other  competent 

person  will  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Surgeon- 
General,  and  the  Sanitary  Commission  be  com- 
pelhid  to#ccupy  its  legitimate  position,  or  have  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  to  its  organization  as 

an  api)endage  to  the  Medical  Dei^artment  of  the 

army  withdrawn. 



The  Commission  boasts  of  having  expended  seven 
million  dollars  in  monej.  If  the  monej  had  been 
all  expended  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the 
original  plan  of  organization  of  the  Commission,  it 
would  perhaps  have  been  well  though  its  work  is 
to  a  great  extent  at  best  a  work  of  supererogation. 
The  Medical  Department  of  the  army  is  of  itself  a 
true  Sanitary  commission,  held  strictly  responsible 
to  the  Government  for  the  manner  in  which  its 
duties  are  performed.  Government  provides  liber- 

ally for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldier,  and  its  med- 
ical officers  can  easily  be  made  the  medium  of 

conveying  to  them  any  additional  comforts  or  lux- 

uries that  may  be  voluntarily  contributed. ' 
We  do  not  deny  that  much  good  may  have  "been 

accomplished  by  the  Sanitary  Commission,  but  it 
has  been  at  a  very  heavy,  and  we  believe  un- 

necessary expense.  The  Commission  has  scores  of 
salaried  officers  and  servants  doing  the  very  work 
which  the  Government  employs  agents  to  do.  Why 
have  two  sets  of  salaried  agents  doing  the  same 
work?  If  Surgeon-General  Hammoxd  allowed  a 
voluntary  association  to  override  his  department, 
and  perform  its  legitimate  duties,  it  is  no  argument 
that  the  association  was  a  necessity.  The  neces- 

sity was  for  a  competent  person  at  the  head  of  the 
department.  \ 

Again,  the  Commission  pays  an  enormous 
amount  for  rent  for  store-houses,  depots,  offices, 
€tc.,  while  the  Government  has  its  medical  pur- 

veyor's offices  and  store-houses,  where  all  volun- 
tary contributions  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and 

wounded  soldiers  can  be  received  and  sent  through 
the  regular  channels  where  they  are  needed.  Much 
of  the  expenditure  of  money  on  the  part  of  the 
Commission  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  ori- 

ginal purpose  of  its  organization,  which  was  en- 
tirely with  reference  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 

the  soldier  in  camp  or  hospital.  Its  legitimate 
functions  are  preventive  of  sickness  rather  than 
curative.  Why  then  are  its  means  expended  on 
clothing,  liquors,  articles  of  diet,  even  of  the  most 
ordinary  kind,  transportation,  and  in  various  other 
ways  ?  This  large  expenditure  gives  the  Commis- 

sion great  importance,  and  allows  its  officers  to 
handle  almost  fabulous  sums  of  money,  but  we 
hol,d  that  the  legitimate  duties  which  the  Com- 

mission was  organized  to  perform  will  not  require 

such  large  amounts  of  money  nor  such  constant 
appeals  to  the  public  for  contributions.  We  notice 
with  regret  that  one  of  the  latest  dodges  of  the 
Commission  to  obtain  money  is  to  lend  the  influ- 

ence of  its  organization  to  theatrical  exhibitions. 
If  there  is  not  something  done  soon  to  check  the 

ambition  of  this  great  corporation,  and  confine  it 
to  its  legitimate  sphere  of  duty,  there  will  be  no 
telling  where  its  assumptions  will  lead  it.  It  is 
already  usurping  some  of  the  legitimate  functions 
of  the  Government,  and  is  wielding  no  insignificant 
amount  of  political  power.  The  financial  burdens 
of  the  community  are  sufficiently  heavy  without 
its  being  called  upon  to  perpetuate  the  official  po- 

sition and  political  influence  of  a  set  of  ambitious 
men  who  are  engaged  in  great  part  in  doing  a  work 
of  supererogation.  We  trust  that  a  re-organization 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  army  and  placing 
a  competent  person  in  the  position  of  Surgeon- 
General,  will  soon  be  efl'ected,  and  that  one  of  its 
first  acts  will  be  to  put  the  Sanitary  Commission  on 
its  proper  footing  and  keep  it  there. 

 ^   

Notes  and  Comments. 

The  Invalid  Corps— Convalescents. 

The  Board  of  Hospitals  have  reported  the  general 
results  of  their  examination  of  soldiers  for  the  In- 

valid Corps.  They  found  a  large  proportion  of  the 
ward  masters,  cooks,  nm-ses  and  clerks  unfit  for  field 
service,  and  very  many  not  even  proper  subjects  for 
the  First  Battalion.  The  guards  were  generally  the 
most  able-bodied  men  about  the  hospitals.  They 
find  that  soldiers  "  reported  for  duty  "  are  not  sent 
from  the  hospitals  direct  to  their  regiments,  as  re- 

quired by  the  War  Department  orders.  In  very 
many  instances  months  elapse  between  the  soldiers' 
leaving  the  hospitals  and  joining  their  regiments.— 
Some  men  have  passed  th^  greater  portion  of  their 
enlistment  in  travelling  from  hospitals  to  convales- 

cent camps,  and  from  convalescent  camps  to  hos- 

pitals. The  Board  say  they  have  taken  pains  to  instruct 
tlie  medical  officers  as  to  the  manner  of  completing 
companies  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  Invalid 
Corps,  so  as  in  time  to  form  a  satisfactory  Hospital 
Corps,  by  adding  men  qualified  for  hospital  service, 
and  discharging  those  found  pliysicaHy  unable  to 
perform  any  duty.  They  are  constrained  to  report 
that  they  did  not  find  one  medical  officer  fully  ac- 

quainted Avith  the  general  order  governing  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Invalid  Corps,  nor  did  they  find  in 

any  hospital  a  complete  invalid  roll. 
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[Vol.  X, Exchange  of  Surgeons.  | 
Dr.  W.  P.  RucKEK,  on  whose  case  the  exchange 

of  Surgeons  hangs  fire  as  between  the  Government  j 
and  the  rebels,  has  taken  his  case  into  his  own  ] 
hands,  it  seems,  and  escaped  Cor,  possiblj^  has  | 
been  allowed  to  escape;  from  the  jail  in  which  he  j 
was  confined,  awaiting  trial. 

If  he  should  succeed  in  making  good  his  escape,  ' 
and  re-entering  our  lines,  we  trust  that  it  will  i 
result  in  the  release  of  Dr.  GREE^-,  who  has  been  ! 
held  as  a  hostage  for  him,  and  the  starting  again  : 
the  wheels  of  exchange  which  have  for  so  long 
been  at  a  stand  still. 

History  of  Medicine. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  original  articles  in 

the  medical  journals  that  has  come  under  our  no- 
tice, of  late,  is  a  series  of  papers  on  the  History  of 

Medicine,  now  in  course  of  publication  in  the 
Pacific  Medical  aiid  Surgical  Journal,  written  by  its 
editor,  Dr.  V.  .J.  Fockgeaud.  The  doctor  is  col- 

lating from  various  sources  a  very  interesting  and 
readable  history  of  our  noble  science,  which  we 
trust  will  some  day  be  issued  in  book  form. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  September  r^ct}^,  1S63. 
Faradization  in  Extensive  Burns. 

The  long  sufferings,  ending  too  often  in  death, 
which  result  from  injuries  caused  by  fire,  invest 

every  suggestion  tending  to  remove  them,  with  pe- 
culiar interest.  I  therefore  borrow  the  following 

from  Les  Mondes,  a  scientific  review,  which  advo- 
cates the  application  of  electricity  by  means  of  a 

voUa-P'aradaic  apparatus.  Faradization,  as  you 
are  aware,  i.s  an  operation  first  proposed  by  Pro- 

fessor Faraday,  in  which  electricity  is  applied  to 
the  human  body^n  intermittent  currents — for  in- 

stance, in  tlie  painter's  colic,  in  which  case  the 
pain  caused  by  the  apparatus  overpowers  that 
caused  by  the  disease,  and  ultimately  removes  it. 
The  modus  operahdi  proposed  for  burns  is  as  fol- 

lows :  The  part  of  the  body  which  has  suffered 
from  the  effect  of  fire  is  immersed  in  a  basin,  or  if 
necessary,  a  bath  of  water;  the  negative  pole  of 
the  apparatus  is  put  into  communication  with  the 
water  by  means  of  the  usual  conductor,  wjiile  a 
wire  from  the  positive  pole  communicates  with 
some  point  of  the  body  out  of  the  water  and  not 
far  distant  from  the  part  affected.  The  electrical 
current  is  then  carried  over  the  latter,  its  force 

heint;  regulated  according  to  the  patient's  strength. 
To  ascertain  whether  nufficient  eb'ctririty  has  been 
.I'linini-'t'Tf'l,  th**  patient  exposes  the  burn  for  an 

instant  to  the  air,  and  if  he  does  not  feel  the  in- 
tense pain  any  more,  the  operation  may  be  sus- 

pended— in  the  contrary  case  it  must  be  resumed 
until  that  effect  is  produced.  So  long  as  the  part 
affected  remains  immersed  in  water,  under  the  in- 

fluence of  electricity,  the  patient  feels  no  pain.  In 

mild  cases,  an  hour's  exposure  to  electricity  is  suf- 
ficient for  a  complete  cure ;  in  more  serious  cases 

it  must  be  continued  for  three  or  four  hours,  but 
the  cure  is  stated  to  be  both  prompt  and  certain. 
When  the  whole  person  has  been  injured  b}^  the 
flames,  the  patient  must  be  put  into  a  bath  with 
the  negative  pole  in  the  direction  of  the  feet,  and 
the  positive  one  placed  in  contact  with  the  nape  of 
the  neck.  Part  of  the  water  must  be  changed 
every  quarter  of  an  hour,  To  prevent  the  bath  from 
getting  warm.  The  discoverer  of  this  method  of 
cure  is  Dr.  Rabold. 

Fresh  air  in  Typhoid  Fever. 

In  a  pamphlet  entitled  Application  da  grand  air 
daf-s  le  TraitemeJit  de  la  Fievre  TypJtoide,  Dr. 

j  Hamptox,  of  Paris,  publishes  several  remarkable 
1  cures  chiefly  attributable  to  the  free  admission  of 

i  air  to  the  patient's  bed-room.  He  considers  typhus 
i  fever  to  be  a  kind  of  paralysis  or  asphyxia  of  all 
!  the  vital  functions,  occasioned  by  the  respiration 
^  of  a  lethiferous  atmosphere,  emanating  either  from 
I  atj'phoid  patient  or  from  any  other  morbid  source, 
j  and  he  practically  demonstrates  not  only  the  great 
:  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  effects  of  open 
air  in  the  treatment  of  typhus  fever,  but  be  pro- 

nounces the  absolute  immunity  from  contagion  or 
infection  in  the  open-  air.  The  patient  cannot  be 

i  exposed  to  any  danger  under  any  circumstances  of 
!  complication  by  other  diseases,  or  from  the  tem- 
i  perature  of  the  atmosphere  ;  for  if  the  patient  is 
I  kept  warm  in  bed  by  artificial  means,  the  free 
breathing  of  pure  fresh  air  will  at  all  times  keep 

I  up  the  natural  animal  heat.  In  typhus  fever,  com- 
\  plications  of  all  kinds,  of  the  lungs  or  any  other 
;  organ,  only  render  the  free  access  of  pure  fresh 
I  air  more  urgent  and  more  necessary.  The  bene- 
j  ficial  effect  of  fresh  air  also  enables  the  practitioner 
i  to  administer  stimulants  which  the  patient  might 
;  otherwise  be  unable  to  bear. 

Treatment  of  Carbuncle. 
An  appeal  was  lately  addressed  to  the  public  by 

)  a  French  parish,  in  order  to  obtain  funds  for  the 
publication  of  a  pamphlet  in  which  an  infallible 
remedy  for  carbuncle  was  to  be  revealed.  This 

j  plan  seems  now  to  havb  been  abandoned  for  the 
'  simpler  one  of  publishing  the  remedy  in  one  oV  the 
medical  journals,  for  I  find  in  the  Union  ]\Udicale 
an  article  by  Dr.  Topixaud,  in  which  he  describes 

'  the  iJardeite  secret  as  follows  : — "Prepare  a  round 
piece  of  linen  of  a  sufficient  size  to  cover  tlie  whole 
diseased  part,  and  spread  thereon  a  slight  film  of 
storax  ointment,  and  then  a  layer  of  corrosive  sub- 
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limate  or  bichloride  of  mercury  of  the  thickness  of 
a  two  franc  piece.  The  plaster  thus  prepared  is 
laid  with  the  greatest  care  upon  the  part  affected, 
and  kept  in  its  place  with  strips  of  sticking  plaster. 
After  twenty-four  hours  this  plaster  may  be  re- 

moved, and  it  will  then  be  infallibly  found  that 
the  carbuncle  or  pustule  has  been  destroyed.  The 
place  must  now  bQ  dressed  three  times  a  day  with 
storax  ointment  spread  upon  linen,  and  at  every 
dressing  the  part  must  be  fomented  with  a  mixture 
of  the  oils  of  linseed,  lily,  camomile  and  hyperi- 
cum.  In  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days  the  eschar 
falls  off,  and  the  sore  is  treated  like  a  common 
one."  This  remedy,  discovered  by  a  blacksmith 
of  the  name  of  Dardette,  has  never  been  known 
to  fail.  Dr.  Missa,  from  whom  the  prescription 
has  been  obtained,  has  used  it  these  ten  years  with 
invariable  success,  and  Dr.  Topixard  con^si(lers 
with  reason  that  sublimate  exercises  a  specific 
action  in  such  cases. 

A  'New  Styptic. 
The  Antiverp  Journal  states  that  perchloride  of 

iron  combined  with  collodion  is  a  good  haemostatic 
in  the  case  of  wounds,  the  bites  of  leeches,  etc. 
To  prepare  it,  one  part  of  crystallized  perchloride 
of  iron  is  mixed  with  six  parts  of  collodion.  The 
perchloride  of  iron  should  be  added  gradually  and 
with  care,  otherwise  such  a  quantity  of  heat  will 
be  generated  as  to  cause  the  collodion  to  boil.  The 
composition,  when  well  made,  is  of  a  yellowish 
red,  perfectly  limpid,  and  produces  on  the  skin  a 
yellow  pellicle,  which  retains  great  elasticity. 

Poisoning  by  Narcotics. 
Pouring  cold  water  on  the  face  and  head  appears 

to  be  a  good  remedy  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  nar- 
cotics. A  young  woman  a  few  days  ago  accidentally 

swallowed  six  drachms  of  a  mixture  of  laudanum 
and  chloroform  with  some  hydrocyanic  acid  in  it. 
She  immediately  vomited  a  portion  of  the  liquid, 
and  then  fell  down  in  a  state  of  coma.  Professor 
Harley  being  called  in,  administered  hot  coffee 
and  nitric  ether,  and  proceeded  to  effect  artificial 
respiration.  No  great  improvement  was  percept- 

ible, but  on  the  application  of  cold  water  to  the 
forehead,  the  effect  was  magical.  Tlie  patient 
began  to  breathe  more  freely,  and  she  lost  some 
blood  from  the  nose.  As  soon  as  the  effasion  of 
cold  water  ceased  the  coma  returned,  and  was 
again  removed  by  renewing  the  effusion.  The  pa- 

tient soon  moved  her  arms  and  legs,  and  seemed 
anxious  to  avoid  the  stream  of  water,  as  if  it 
caused  her  pain.  This  treatment  was  renewed  by 
intervals  until  the  following  day,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  sixty  hours  all  distressing  symptoms  dis- 

appeared completely. 
Poisoning  by  Phosphorus. 

A  large  Ara  (a  bird  of  tlie  parrot  tribe,  J  at  the 
Jardin     Acclimatation,  has  been  the  unconscious 

cause  of  a  useful  discovery.  Having  one  day 
thought  proper  to  pick  off  the  inflammable  matter 
from  a  quantity  of  lucifer  matches,  it  was  soon 
seized  with  violent  convulsions.  Its  master,  guess- 

ing the  cause,  forced  a  spoonful  of  a  mixture  of 
water  and  arnica  down  its  throat  As  this  remedy 
seemed  to  produce  a  good  effect,  it  was  repeated 
for  several  days,  and  so  conscious  was  the  bird  of 
its  beneficent  effects  that  it  at  length  used  to  come 
and  ask  for  it  of  its  own  accord.  At  the  end  of  a 

week  it  was  cured.  ^ 
Ill-efifects  of  Sulphuret  of  Carbon. 

Dr.  Delpech,  a  professor  of  the  Paris  School  of 
Medicine,  has  recently  published  some  important 
observations  on  the  evil  effects  of  the  sulphuret  of 
carbon  and  other  noxious  substances  employed  in 
certain  trades.  Sulphuret  of  carbon  is  a  trans- 

parent, exceedingly  fluid  and  highly  volatile  liquid, 
possessing  a  characteristic  and  disagreeable  smell. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  substances  known 
in  chemistry,  but  unfortunately  also  one  of  the 
most  useful.  Its  chief  property  is  that  of  dis- 

solving india  rubber  with  the  greatest  facility, 
whence  it  follows  that  it  is  extensively  used  in  the 
factories  where  that  substance  is  blown  into  blad- 

ders for  various  purposes.  The  vulcanization  of 
india  rubber,  that  is,  the  operation  by  which  it 
acquires  the  valuable  property  of  increased  elasti- 

city and  insensibility  to  a  degree  of  heat  which  it 
otherwise  could  not  bear,  is  chiefly  effected  by  sul- 

phuret of  carbon,  aided  by  chloride  of  sulphur,  al- 
though it  might  be  equally  obtained  in  certain 

cases  by  sulphur  alone.  But  the  men  engaged  in 
this  work  are  exposed  to  the  effluvia  of  the  sul- 

phuret, which  in  a  short  time  causes  headache, 
vertigo,  and  an  over-ex^-itement  of  the  nervous 
system.  The  patient  talks  with  great  volubility, 
siDgs  incoherently,  or  laughs  immoderately,  or  else 
hides  himself  and  weeps.  This  state  may  even 
lead  to  insanity,  and  at  all  events  will  cause  obtuse- 
ness  and  iipabecility.  To  obviate  these  serious 
effects.  Dr.  Delpech  recommends  a  glass  screen  to 
be  placed  between  the  workm^i  and  his  table, 
leaving  two  holes  for  the  hands  and  arms ;  these 
also  are  to  be  protected  by  ample  sleeves  of  water- 

proof stuff.  Another  hole  is  to  be  left  for  the  nozzle 
of  the  bellows,  which  they  use  for  blowing  the 
india  rubber  into  balls.  These  precautions,  Dr. 
Delpech  thinks,  ought  to  be  enforced  by  the 
authorities.  The  remedy  to  be  employed  for  the 
cure  of  the  patient  affected  by  the  sulphuret  is 
phosphorus  taken  internally.  Euamellers,  and 
those  who  use  arsenic  for  artificial  fiowers,  may  be 
protected  in  a  similar  manner.  For  my  part,  as 
far  as  arsenic  is  concerned,  1  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  used  at  all,  since  it  i|  not  only  hurtful 
to  those  who  make  the  flowers,  but  also  to  those 
who  wear  them. 

t 
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Pernicious  Fever. 
Two  cases  of  a  siiiiriilar  character  of  perulcions 

fever  occurred  in  the  lOlst  Reirt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 
on  the  25th  September;  simultaneously  Mhh  symp- 

toms very  stranire,  individually  and  in  identity.  I 
send  3-on  this  short  report  of  these  cases  with  liberty 
to  submit  it  to  your  readers.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
describe  these  cases  separately,  for  there  was  not 
one  symptom  present  in  one  that  was  not  also  present 
in  the  other. 
James  H.  C,  private  in  Co.  C,  and  Spencer  K., 

private  in  Co.  I,  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  25th,  were 
found  in  a  state  of  total  insensibility.  Nothing 
peculiar  or  strange  in  their  manner  was  noticed  by 
their  comrades  on  the  day  or  evening  previous. 
Their  comrades  who  occupied  the  same  tent  noticed 
nothing  unnatural  until  they  attempted  to  waken  them 
in  the  morning,  when  it  was  found  that  they  paid  no 
attention  when  spoken  to  however  loud,  or  moved  a 
limb  or  muscle  when  shaken,  however  briskly.  I 
was  sent  for,  and  went  to  the  quarters  of  the  first 
named,  and  found  him  in  a  state  of  general  inscn- 
Bibility.  The  power  of  vol^intary  motion  was  wholly 
lost ;  he  did  not  move  a  limb  or  muscle  at  will ;  his 
eyes  were  open  and  perfectly  natural,  so  very  natural 
indeed,  that  it  Avas  ditTicttlt  to  believe  that  the  senses 
of  hearing,  volnntarj-  motion,  and  sensibility  could 
be  suspended.  The  pupil  was  not  dilated,  and  it  Avas 
sensible  to  light,  dilating  and  contracting  according 
to  tlie  degree  of  impinging  light.  The  eye  followed 
an  object  a  considerable  distance,  and  closed  quickly 
when  a  motion  was  made  to  strike  at  it.  The  tem- 
peratnre  of  the  body  was  natural,  or  perhaps  a  little 
higher.  Skin  moist  and  perspiring.  The  pulse  was 
about  eighty  in  tlie  minute,  regtilar,  strong,  and 
moderately  full.  The  countenance  Avas  placid, 
features  not  indicative  of  alarm.  He  Avas  seen  by 
several  m.cdical  officers  Avho  had  ditferent  opinions  as 
to  whether  tliere  Avas  real  or  feigned  loss  of  hearing, 
motion,  and  sensibility. 

Here  our  attention  Avas  called  to  the  second  case 
which  corretponded  in  every  particular  symptom 
Vith  the  former  ;  and  what  Avas  believed  probably 
feigned  was  noAv  believed  to  be  real  in  both. 

They  were  removed  into  tlie  Regimental  Hospital, 
and  efforts  Avcrc  made  to  induce  reaction,  or  ratlier  res- 

titution -  for  there  was  no  depression,  rigor  or  con- 
gestion— by  means  of  stimulation  with  carl),  ammonia 

and  quinine,  and  blisters  were  applied  to  the  cervical 
and  dorsal  porlirms  of  the  spine.  For  tliirty-six 
hours  from  the  attack  there  Avas  not  the  slightest 
momentary  percepti  le  cliange  in  eitlier,  not  a  limb 
or  voluntary  muscle  was  moved  in  tliis  time  by  eitlier 
voluntary,  epabmodic,  or  convulsive  efforts,  except 
those  of  tlie  eye  which  could  be  opcnctd  and  closed  at 
will.  Beef  cxtnu  t  was  given,  and  the  pulse  became 
more  feeble  in  this  continued  state  of  insensiljility. 
The  urine  was  vrdded  involuntarily.  The  abdominal 
vi«<-era  being  dormant,  two  drop  doses  of  n].  tiglii. 
were  ordered  to  be  given  at  an  interval  of  thirty 

j  minutes.    Copious  operations  Avere  procured,  and 
!  an  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  folloAved  in  a  fcAV 
!  hours,  in  both  patients  ;  they  noAV  made  low  mutter- 
'  ing  etforts  to  speak  when  their  names  Avere  loitdly 
called.    Convalescence  Avas  established  in  K.,  and 
forty-eight  grains  of  quinine  were  given  him  in 
tAveuty-four  hours  ;  recovery  followed.    C.  died  fifty- 
tAvo  hours  after  the  attack. 

!     A  post-mortem    rcA'ealed  nothing  but  negative 
evidences  of  organic  derangement  of  the  brain,  there 

I  were  found  to  be  effusions  neither  Avithiu  the  arachnoid 
'  nor  the  ventricles,  and  the  medtillary  matter  of  the 
'  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  was  perfectly  normal, 
neither  injected  nor  softened.    In  these  eases  the 
miasmatic  poison  had  the  singular  effect  of  suspend- 

ing all  the  animal  functions,  excepting  those  of  sight, 
and  a  small  degree  of  intellect.    Death  ensued  from 
encroachment  on  the  medulla  oblongata,  gradually 

■  suspending  respiration.   The  heart  continued  to  act, 
and  the  body  was  Avarm  at  the  extremities  to  the 

i  close. 
1  Plymoitth,  N.  C,  is  surrounded  by  cypress  swamps, 
ninety  per  cent,  of  the  officers  and  men,  at  this  post, 

.  have  been  affected  by  miasmatic  fevers  in  the  present 
season.    Other  cases  of  a  pernicious  character  have 

;  been  seen,  differing  greatly  from  those  under  con- 
]  sideratiou.  The  animal  fttnctions  were  generally 
affected  in  other  fatal  cases,  in  which  there  Avere  icy 
coldness,  great  prostration,  and  collapse,  these  Avere 
commonly  called  congestive  fevers. D.  G.  Rush, 

Surgeon  101st  Penna.  Vols.,  aud  Surgeon-in-CIiief suii-district  of  the  Alberniarle. 
riymouth,  N.  <?.,  OcL  1SG3. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Assistant-Surgeon  C.  M.  Worthington,  14th  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  has  arrived  in  Washington,  D.  C, 

from  the  Lihby  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.    lie  reports 
'  the  arrival  in  Richmond  of  forty-seven  Surgeons  fro:u 
^  General  Rosccrans  Army. 
I  Surgeon  H.  S.  HeAvit,  U.  S.  V.,  has  arrived  in 
:  Washriigton,  D.  C,  from   General  Grant's  head- I  quarters,  o\\  leave  of  absence. 
I  Assisi ant-Surgeon  Charles  S.  Dcgraw,  U.  S.  A., 
'  has  been  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Campbell  Hospital, 
near  Washington,  D.  C. 
Surgeon  R.  R.  Bontecou,  U.  S.  V.,  has  assumed 

i  charge  of  the  Harewood  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. 
\  Surgeon  W.  H.  Church,  Medical  Director  of  the 
I  Department  of  the  Ohio, 'John  T.  Ifodgen,  Surgeon- 
I  General  of  MiKsouri,  and  D.  W.  Hartshorn,  in  charge 
i  of  the  (iayoso   riosjfital,   jMemphis,  Tcnn.,  have 
tcnd('r(!d  their  resignations  as  Surgeons  of  Vols. 

'     Siirtreon  R,  B.  .McCay,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  ass^igned 
to  duty  in  tlie  otlice  of  tlie  Medical  Inspector  General 
at  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

The  folloAving  assignments  to  duty  of  Medical 
Officers  have  been  made  : — 

Siirgeon  (ieorge  E.  Cooper,  U.  S.  A.,  to  proceed 
Avithout  delay  to  Louisville,  Ky.,and  report  in  person 
to  AKsistant-Surgcon-Gcneral  Wood,  U.  S.  A.,  at  that 
place,  for  fluty. 

Surgeon  C.  F.  II.  Campbell,  U.  S.  V.,  Assistant- 
Surireon  E.  F.  Morong,  U.  8.  V.,  Assistant-Sm-genn N.  S.  Barnes,  U.  S.  V.,  to  report  in  person,  without 
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delay,  to  Sur<reon  Charles  Sutherland,  U.  S.  A., 
Medical  Director  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

Assistant-Burgeon  J.  W.  Leete,  U.  S.  V.,  to  report 
in  person,  without  delay,  for  duty,  to  Surgeon  J. 
Simpson,  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon  G.  A.  Mursick,  U.  S.  V.,  to  re- 
port in  person,  without  delay,  to  Surgeon  R.  O. 

Abbott,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  for  duty  in  the  Stanton  Hospital. 

Assistant-Surgeon  R.  Fletcher,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Assist- 
ant-Surgeon N.  F.  Marsh,  V.  S.  Vols.,  Assistant- 

Sm-geon  H.  Eversman,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to  report  in  per- 
son, without  delay,  for  duty  to  Surgeon  W.  S.  King, 

U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  and  by  letter  to  Assistant-Surgeon-Gen- 

eral Wood  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
Assistant-Surgeon  J.  M.  Study,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

to  report  in  person,  for  duty,  to  Surgeon  John  Moore, 
Medical  Director,  Department  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  by  letter  to  Assistant- 
Surgeon-General  Wood  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Surgeon  John  C.  Dalton,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  re- 
lieved from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  and 

hns  reported  to  the  Medical  Director,  Department  of 
the  East  at  New  York  city. 

Surgeon  John  T.Hodgen,U.  S,  Vols.,  has  returned 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  from  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
troops  composing  the  Army  of  Arkansas.  He  tenders 
his  resignation  with  a  v4ew  to  permit  himself  to  per- 

form more  fully  his  duties  as  Surgeon-General  of Missouri. 
Surgeon  John  M.  Robinson,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  re- 

turned to  Clarksburg,  Va.,  from  leave  of  absence, 
and  is  awaiting  orders,  the  General  Hospital  at  tRat 
place,  and  of  which  he  was  in  charge,  having  been 
discontinued. 

Suri^eon  James  C.  Whitehill,  V.  S.  Vols.,  is  :\redi- 
cal  Director  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas,  headquarters 
Little  Rock. 

Surgeon  J.  W.  Lawton,  U.  S.  V.,has  been  relieved 
from  charge  of  the  General  Hospital,  Gallipolis,  Ohio, 
and  is  en-route  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland." Surgeon  B.  Beust  U.  S.  V.,  has  returned  to  the 
Department  of  the  South,  from  leave  of  absence  and 
is  now  sick  at  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

Surgeons.  S.  Zvlulford,  U.  S.  V.,has  been  assigned 
to  duty  at  Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia. 

Assistant-Surgeon  W.  Banks,  U.  S.  V.,  is  on  sick 
leave  at  Covington,  Ky. 

The  General  Plospital  at  Morehead  City,  N.  C,  is 
near  completion.  Itis  named  the  Manstield  Hospital, 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  late  General  ]\Tansfield, 
U.  S.  Army,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
It  was  regularly  opened  for  the  reception  of  the  sick 
on  the  31st  of  Aug^rist  last  ;  the  wards  when  finished will  accommodate  from  300  to  350  patients,  with 
kitchen  and  laundry  appliances  sufHcient  to  increase 
the  capacity  to  600,  at  any  time  the  interests  of  the 
service  may  require  it.  It  is  in  charge  of  Surgeon  J. 
B.  Bellangee,  U.  S.  V. 

Assistant-Surgeon  J.  A.  White,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 
arrived  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  been  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  University  Hospital  in  that  city. 

Surgeon  F.  Salter,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Cumberland  Hospital,  Nashville,  Tenn., 

to  General  Hospital,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
The  General  Hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  T.,  will 

not  be  dismantled  until  further  orders,  but  will  be 
held  in  readiness  for  convalescents  until  the  cold 
weather  prevents  its  further  use. 

Sick  and  wounded  soldiers  now  absent  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  furlough  in  Iowa  and  the  north- 

west, permanently  disabled  or  entitled  to  examina- 
tion for  the  Invalid  Corps,  will  be  retained  in  general 

hospitals  nearest  their  homes,  for  examination  for 
assignment  or  discharge. 

Naval  Orders. 

Surgeon  Wm.  Lowber,  ordered  to  the  storeship 

Vermont,  vice  Charles  Eversfield,  detached,  and ordered  North. 
Assistant-Surgeon  B.  F  Pierce,  detached  from  the 

Naval  Academy  and  ordered  to  the  Mississippi 
Squadron. 
Assistant-Surgeon  W.  L.  Wheeler,  ordered  to  the Naval  Academy.  ^ 

Appointed. 
David  Mack,  jr.,  James  N.  Hyde,  and  James  M. 

Flint  have  been  appointed  Assistant-Surgeons  in  the 
Navy. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Cross,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  charge  of  the  Army  Hospital  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
vice  Dr.  J.  H.  Janeway,  U.  S.  A.,  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  the  South. 

Court-Martial  Cases. 
The  following  cases  in  which  Medical  Officers  have 

been  concerned,  have  been  tried  by  court  martial 
recently : — 

Assistant-Surgeon  Wm.  Robinson,  8th  Kentucky 
Infantry,  tried  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  acting  in  a  disgraceful  and  dis- 

orderly manner  while  in  a  state  of  drunkenness, 
found  guilty  of  the  charge  and  specifications  and 
sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  'General  Orders,  No.  180.  Headquarters  De- 

partment of  the  Cumberland.    August  4,  1863.) 
Surjreon  Alfred  Wynkoop,  U.  S.  Vols.,  tried  for 

conduct  to  the  prejudice  o''  good  order  and  military discipline,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  Sentence  remitted 
by  the  President  on  recommendation  of  the  General 
commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  severe 
reprimand  and  to  be  published  in  General  Orders,  it 
appearing:  that  the  act  Avas  one  of  indiscretion,  rather 
than  intentional  criminality,  and  that  no  evil  had 
resulted  from  it.  (General  Orders,  281,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office.    August  11,  1863.) 

Assistant-Surgeon  Edmund  G.  Pugsley,lst  Minne- 
sota Volunteers,  tried  for  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of 

good  order  and  military  disci})line,  and  conduct  un- 
becoming an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  found  guilty 

and  sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  (General  Order 
No.  76.    Army  of  the  Potomac.    August  15,  18tt3.) 

Assistant-Surgeon  George  Dougherty,  59th  regt. 
New  York  Vols.,  tried  for  drunkenness,  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  L"ni- ted  States.  (General  Order  No.  77,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.    August  19.  1863.) 

Assistant-Surg-eon  James  M.  Morrison,  48th  Penn- 
sylvania Vols.,  tried  for  conduct  unbecoming  an 

otTicer  and  a  gentleman,  enticing  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  to  leave  camp  with  him  without  a 

proper  pass,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  dis- 
missed the  service  of  the  I'^nited  States.  (General' Order  138.  Department  of  the  Ohio.  August  19, 

1863. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  "Wells. 
Tlic  Jfcdical  Times,  in  remarking  on  the  late  ap- 

pointment of  >[r.  Spencer  Wells  as  Surgeon  to  Her 
Majesty's  Household,  states  that  he  was  editor  of 
that  journal  from  1854  to  1861,  and  says  :  "  we  be- lieve that  the  profession  will  regard  this  ajiimintinent 
as  we  do,  as  a  ]iroof  that  a  man  who  works  liard— in 
hosintal,  siclv-room,  or  librar)' — even  altliough  lie 
may  not  be  connected  with  one  of  the  great  London 
Hospitals,  or  be  a  relation  or  pupil  of  any  of  our  Dii 
Jfajores—yviU,  sooner  or  later,  reap  his  reward." 

A  "Sure  Cure." 
Dr.  E.  Booth,  of  Crestline,  Ohio,  has  purchased, 
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Bifffah  IfaVical  ayid  Surgical  Journal,  the  following 

reseat"  : — 
"  Medicine  for  to  distract  the  Renraatism,  Pains 

and  toothake,  Backake  and  boils,  strains  for  man  & 
horses  <fc  many  more  sores  :  Take  one  quart  of  good 
Old  Rye  Whiskey  add  in  the  bottle  One  oz  of 
camptire,  six  pots  of  Red  pepper,  six  cents  worth  of 
gloves,  5  cents  worth  of  ciunamund,  3  cents  worth 
of  shaven  sope,  One  table  spoonful  of  salt.  Add 
them  all  in  the  bottle  together  &  set  the  bottle  in  the 
sun  9  days  before  useing  &  where  the  pain  is  grease 
it  well  Evening  and  Morning.  Don't  giv  up  soon. Shak  the  bottle  2  or  3  times  a  day. 

50  cents  for  a  reseat.    It  is  a  sure  cure." 

METEOROLOGY-. 

AINTSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
JJtr*  Corrfupondtnt.f  icill  i>lt(ise  notice  our  reitiratf.d  re- 

quest to  give  (heir  full  midi-t-s-^-  in  thrir  rit)innii72irai''io7}S  to vs.  Our  corre.spondenri:  if;  rrry  cxti  nsivf,  and  it  is-  neces- 
sary for  us  ohfdys  to  knoic  I'ue  Town,  Coanty  and  State from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  H.  M.  S.,  Sew  Jer-iei/ — When  v.iccination  is  performed 
witli  fresh  lymph,  it  shoiiid  he  t;ikeii  from  the  vaccine  pustule 
on  the  point  of  a  lancer,  aViout  tln^  eiixhMi  day  after  the  virus 
was  inserted,  and  tran-ferred  to  the  paiient  to  be  vaccinated. 
A  vaccine  sore  if  regular  iu  its  course  should  he  at  its  acme 
from  the  eighth  to  the  tenth  day  after  the  virus  is  inserted. The  best  time  to  vaccinate  is  when  the  weather  is  moderate. 
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OBITUARY. 

Hknrt  Martvx  Gr.w,  M.  D.— Dr.  H.  M.  Gray,  died  in  i^an 
■Francisco,  Cal.,  on  the  24th  of  Augu-t,  ag^d  42  years.  For  the following  brief  sketch  of  him  we  are  indebted  to  the  Pacific 
M-dical  and  Surgical  Jourmd. 

"  Dr.  Okay  was  a  native  .'f  the  City  of  New  Yorlf,  and  grad- uated at  Geneva  Medical  College.  In  1S49  he  emigrated  to 
California,  and  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 

fession in  the  City  of  i«an  Francisco,  where  he  soon  won  for 
himself  a  prominent  po-^ition  among  his  fellow  physicians, 
■wliile  by  the  genial  qualities  nf  his  di.^po.sition,  his  high  mental endowments,  the  kiudues.s  of  liis  heart,  and  his  numerous  acts 
of  benevolence,  he  surrounded  liimself  with  a  large  circle  of  j warm  and  devoted  friends  among  all  classes  of  society. 

TiiP  physicians  of  San  Francisco  held  a  meetini^  at  which  i 
resolutions  were  passed  iiighly  complimentary  to  the  character 
and  standing  of  tlieir  late  assvjciaie." 

Dr.  John  C.  Elmrr — Dr.  John  C  Elmer,  of  S[)ringfield,  < 
If.  J  ,  died  on  Sunday,  Isth  inst  ,  of  typhus  fever,  aged  46  ' 
ynars  Deceased  has  been  a  resident  of  ̂ Spiingfleld  for  many  '■ years,  where  he  had  tlie  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  j 

The  Essex  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  hi^  was  a  morfl- 
her,  held  a  meeting  on  the  uvpning  of  the  27tli,  in  relation  to  j th'j  subject  of  his  death.  The  President.  Dr.  W.  .M.  Brown, 
occupi<'d  the  Chair;  Drs.  Jidm  F.  Ward,  L  A.  Smith,  and  .1 
Henry  Clark.  w,  re  appointed  a  cemmittee  to  draft  resolutions, 
and  reported  th>'  fo:  lowing,  wliich  were  adopted  :  j 

R-fiolv-d,  That  we  have  learned  with  sincere  regret  of  the  ' decease  of  our  brother.  Jolin  C.  Elmer  | 
Keftolved,  That  we  cherish  a  fond  recollection  of  the  amiable  j 

maimers  and  kindly  di~-position  of  onr  late  br  dher,  and  that 
this  disprnsation  rt  niiuds  us  <)f  our  own  mortality. 

Refiolved  Ttiat  we  desire  to  convey  to  his  afflicted  family 
our  s^nsR  of  b'-rt^avfinenf.  and  our  heartfelt  sympathy  for 
them  in  this  hour  .if  tl>eir  great  calamity. 

RtjiolvM,  That  wo  will  attend  his  funeral,  and  wear  the 
usujtl  badg"  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resiilvtd  That  the  .S-cretary  he  re^nested  to  communicato 
to  the  family  a  copy  of  the  for<'g  dng  resolutiou.s,  and  to  pro- 

cure their  publication  in  the  daily  journals. 
B.  L.  DoDD,  Sec'y. 

Popl'n,  (estimated.; Mortality. 
Male   
Female  
Adults  
Under  1.5  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000  .. American  
Foreign  
Negro   
Zy.MOTIC  Dl.SE^fiES. ('hi>lera,  Asiatic  
Cholera  infantura  .. '""holera  Morbus  .... 
Oroup   
Diarrhoea  
Diphtlieria  Dysentery  
Erysipelas   
Fever,  Remittent. 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Tyjihoid... Fever,  Typhus  
Fever.  Yellow  
Hooping-cough  ... Inil  tienza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Svphilis  Thrush  

MARRIED. 

Ai>n — TrioR.vToN.— f)n  ttio  'JNt  inst  ,  at  Grace  Church,  by 
K.  v.  .f.  S.  15.  Mo  L'.-s.  J.  .Martin  Alms.  M.  D,  of  New  York, 
ari'l  .Mi-H  Ma,'<     K.  Thorninn,  xf  ̂ Ji-ori/ia. 

>'kwhoi,i>— 1  (tvi.VK.  — At  Irvine.  OctubHr  l-'Mh.by  tlie  Rer,  J. 
F.  .^p4uldin.^  Dr.  Thomas  N..wh.,M.  cf  I'liiladelphia,  aud 
barali  !>.,  youuo'eat  Daughter  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Irvine. 

Albuminuria 
Apoi>lexy..  . ('onsumption 
Convulsions.. D'opsy  
Gun-shot  VVounds.. 
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Pleurisy   
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever Scrofula   
Violence  und  Acc 
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*  Under  5  ycuro. 

DIED. 
Lbb.— T)r.  B«<njamln  Lne.  an  old  and  respected  citizen  of 

Prince  Genrgr'x  County,  Md.,  dii-tl  Unt  week, 
MfKPHKV  -  In  thin  city,  on  Sunday,  the  2'.th  In-f.,  In  the 16th  year  of  her  a^-e,  Kale  F.,  daui{hl«r  of  Dr.  8.  Murplief. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

•  tatO  that  MANL'WRIPT    INTE.NDKU    FOR    PUBLICATION    MUnT  B8 
WKiTTKN  ON  ULT  ONE  Hii)K  of  tlio  siieet.  1  f  greater  Care  was 
taken  in  the  ))reparatiou  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
Ray>d  to  printers,  and  mistake.-j  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Rnb'<cribers  do->iring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  .304, 

30.'),  .JOS,  .309,  and  3M,  which  are  Htill  due,  and  will  be  seut) will  please  roinomher  and  st'nd  money  to  pay  for  lh«m,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  numbei'. 



PKEMIXJMSI 

For  every  new  name  sent  us  hy  one  of  our  subscribers  with  tlie  amount  of  a  3'ear's  subscriptio 

inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  an}-  of  the  Medical  Work 
IX  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  Or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  countr^^    We  furnisii  Subscribei 

with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.   The  books  are  sent  b}'  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwih 

■  ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  b}^  the  subscriber. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  INSANITY  AND  POISONS. 
Beck — Medical  Jurispiudpnce.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  sheep  $11  25 Buckaill  and  Tuke  on  Insanity.    8vo.,  cloih   3  00 
De  Boismnnt — Hallucinatious.  incladiag  Apparitious,  Visions,  &c. 8vo.,  cloth   2  00 
Elwell— Malpractice   5  00 
Kay — Jurisprudence  of  InsaQity.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 
Taylor — Medical  Jurisprudence.    8vo.,  cloth   3  2.5 

"        On  Poisons.    Svo  ,  cloth   3  .50 
Wharton  and  Stille — Medical  Jurisprudence   7  50 

THE  MICROSCOPE. 
Brockleshy — Wonders  of  the  Microscope   $1  2o 
Carpenter — The  Microscope  and  its  Kevelations.    8vo.,  cloth   4  ;)0 
Hog^  on  the  Microscope.  8s'o    
King — Micro.sc'ipist's  C'lmpanion.    8vo.,  cloth   1  50 QucKett — Lectures  on  Histology.    Illu.«trated,  2  vols   5  7-3 
Wythe — Microscopist's  Manual.    Cloth   1  'J.5 

MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. 
Ashtoa— The  Rectum  and  Anus.    Svo   $2  00 
BHTwell  ou  the  Joints.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 
Bernard  and  lu^biu — The  Blood.    12mo   75 
BiuM— The  Liv.  r.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Copland — Palsy  a.nd  Apoplexy.    12mo.,  cloth   S'l 
Dpitume  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect   7  00 Garra:- Medical  r.-<e  of  Electricity   3  50 
Gro>s — Ani'^ricau  Medical  Biography.    8vo.,  cloth   3  .30 
Holland — Medical  X.ites  and  Reflections.    Svo.,  cloih    3  uO 
Hulnit'S — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science   1  2^ 
Quain — The  Rectum.    Plates     2  2.5 
Rf^aouard — Ili.-tory  of  ]\Iedicine.    By  Comegys.    8vo.    3  .'jO Rush — The  Hurnaa  Voice.    Svo. ,  cloth   2  50 
Stanley — Diseases  of  the  Bones.    Svo   1  .50 
Todd  "  Acute  i)i^ea.'-os.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cl  >th   1  00 

-heep. PHYSIOLOGY. 

Carpenter — Comparative  Phy«iolo?^y.    Svo.,  cloth.... 
"  Eleniejits  of  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep  
''  i'rinciples  of  Humitn  Physiology.  Svo., 

Daltou — Human  Physiology.  Svo  
Draper —      "  "   
Duuglison — "  "        2  vols.,  8vo.,  cloth   
Kirke— Hand-Book  of  Physiology.    ]2mo.,  cloth  
Lehman— ChemicHl  Physiology.    1  vol.,  12mo.,  cloth  
"  Physiological  Clieinistry.  2  vols.,  Svo.,  ci.jth.... Paine— Insiiiutes  of  Medicine  

SKIN,  DISEASES  OF  THE. 
Cazenave  and  Schedell  on  the  Skin  
IS'elligan  ou  l)isca-^>^s  of  the  Skin.  12mo., Atlas  rf  Cutaneous  Diseases.    Coloi  ed  Plates,  4  vols.,  clo.  4 

"             "                   "                 Plates  and  Tpxt  together..  5 
Bayer— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    By  Bell.    4to  4i>  plates   !■ 
Wilson— Disea.-es  of  the  Skin.    Toxt.  Svo.,  clo-h   ."^ "       Skin  Diseases.    Piat^^s,  colore'l,  cloth   4 

"             •'                 Pla'e<  nnd  text,  1  vol.,  clotli     T Tieatise  ou  the  Skm  aud  Hair.    12ino.,  cluih   1 

  $2 
cloih   1 

STOMACH,  INDIGESTION,  ETC. 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
Bedford— Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo  ,  cloth   $4  .50 
Cjueaux — ^jidwuery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- 

tion.   Illustrated.    Svo.,  sheep   4  50 
Dewees — Sysiem  of  Midwifery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  20 
>iHigs — Science  aud  Art  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 
Montgomery  ou  Pregnancy.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Noeg^■ra^ll  aud  J.tcobi — Contributions  to  Jlidwifery.    Svo   3  00 
Rani.-])0tham  —  Obstetric  Medicine.    Svo.,  sheep   5  <)0 
R-gby— Midwifery.    Svo  ,  cUith   2  .'50 
Siiup'son — Obstetric  Memoirs  and  Contributions.    2  vols  ,  sheep. S7..J0.    Svo.,  cloth   6  00 
Tylet-  Smith— Leciures  on  Obstetrics   4  i  0 

PATHOLOGY. 
Chotael— General  Pathology    <;3  00 
Gross — Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth   4  !■'> Heiiie — General  Pathology.    Svo   2  uO 
Jones  and  Sievekiug— Pa: uological  .'Anatomy.  Svo.,  cloth 
Paget— Lectures  ou  Surgical  Pathology.  Illustrated,  Svo. 
Rokitausky — Pathoh-glcal  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth. 
Virchow — Cellular  Pathology.    Svo.,  cloth  
Vogel — Pathologica 

Budd  on  Di'^case-  of  the  Stomach.    Svo   fl 
Cliaiub(_Ts  on  Digestion  and  its  Derangements.    Svo    2 
Habersham  on  the  Alimentary  Canal.    Svo.,  cloth   1 

SURGERY. 
Bernard  and  Huf^ft — Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Colored  plates,  one-halt  morocco  >2'i 
Cooper — Surgery.    Svo  .  ctoth  
Druitt — Modern  Surgery.    Svo.,  shi^ep   3 Krichsen — Scit^nce  aud  Art  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep   
Gross — Principle-  and  I'ractice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svc,  sheep...  12 
Hunters  Coniplete  Works.    4  vols  ,  Svo.,  sheep  
Malgaigne — Operative  fcurgery.    By  Brittan.    Svo..  cloth   2 
Miller -Principles  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth..  Z   o 

"       Practice      "  Svo.,  cloth  
Mott — Surgical  Clinic.    12mo.,  cloth   1 
Nelaton — Clinical  Lecture^  on  Surgery.  By  Ailee.  Svo  ,  sheep  ..  3 
Paget — Lectures  oil  Surgical  PathoL  gy.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep.  ."■ Pirrie — System  of  .^urgery.    Svo.,  cloth   o 
Sargent— Minor  Surgery.    12mo.,  cloth   1 
Skey— Operative  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   •• Smith — Priuiipies  aud  Practice  of  Surgery.  2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep..  1- 
Yelpeau— Surgery,  by  Mott.    4  vols   1- 

SURGERY,  MILITARY 
for  Medical  Examination  ( 

ISmo.,  cloth. •heep. 

3  75 

3  .-0 

4  50 

Bartholow — Manual 12m(>.,  cloth  
Gross — Manual  of  Military  Surgery, 
(jnthrie — Surgery  of  War.  Pimo  
LougiiMre  ou  Gunshot  Wounds.  12mo  
MaciVod— Surgery  of  the  Crimean  War.  12mo  
onlronaux -  .Manual  for  ̂ iilitary  Surgeons.  12mo  
.^uiith-  Haud-Book  of  Surgical  operatious  
-troiu;-yer  and  Esuiarch  ou  Guuslmt  Injuries.  ]2mo.... 
Tripler-  llaiul-Book  for  the  Military  .^urgeou  
Woodward— Hospital  Steward's  Manual.    Pimo..  cloth 

Recruits.  Ac. 

Anatomy   3  00 
PHARMACY. 

Beaseley— Druggists' Receipt  Book.    12mo.,  sheep   fl  75 Mohr  aud  Red'.v.iod — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 
*Parrish— Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Pharmacopoeia  of  the  U.  S.    12mo.,  cloth   100 

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Audral- Medical  Clinic.    3  vols   $5  00 
Barclay — Vedical  Diagnosis.    Svo.,  cloth   2  25 
Bennett — Lectures  ou  Clinical  Medicine   6  00  i 
Copeland — Dictionary  of  Practical  Mediciue.    3  vols.,  cloth   IS  75 
"  "  "  "       .sheep   20  00  ! 

Cyclopajdia  of  '  ractical  Medicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  aud  Dun-  i 
glUon.    4  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep...   12  00  \  Acton  ou  the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs. 

*Da  Costa's  Medical  Diagnosis     i  Bnmstead  ou  Venereal.    Svo.,  cloth   o 
Hartshorne — Memoramla  Medica.    12mo   1  Of*  i  Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)  ou  the  Testis,  &c.    Syo.,  cloth   2 
Maxon— I'ractice  of  Medicine.    Svo   4  00  i  Curling  on  l»i.<cascs  of  tlio  Testis.    Svo.,  cloth   2 Tanner— New  Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth   1  25  i  neuter  ou  Venereal  with  Notes  l«y  Ricord.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Von  Diiben  — Microscopical  Diagnosis.  ̂ Svo.,  cloth   1  00  j  Parker— Moderti  Treatment  of  Syphili-s.    Svo.,  cloili   1 Watson— Practic  of  Physic.    Svo  ,  sheep   6  00    Kicord—HUistrations  of  Syphilitic  Disea!<es.    4to  Colored  Plates...  15 
William.s — Principles  of  .Medicine.    Svo.,  cloth   2  50        u       Letters  on  Syphilis.    Svo.,  cloth     2 Wood — Practice  of  Mediciue.    2  vols.,  Svo   7  50  Venereal  Disea.<es.    Svo   1 

*  In  press.  '  Vidal  on  VeuereaL    Colored  Plates   4 

URINARY  ORGANS,  ETC. 
Bird  on  Urinary  Deposit.s.    New  Edition,  Svo.,  cloth  
Gross  on  the  Urinary  Org  ins.    Svo.,  cloth  
Lallemand  ou  Spermatorrhtea.    By  Wilson.    Svo.,  cloth. 
.Manuals  of  the  Urine,  Blood,  &c.    12mo.,  cloth  
Morland  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth  

on  Ur^emia.    Svo.,  cloth  
Todd  ou  the  Urinary  Orgaus.    Svo.,  cloth  

VENEREAL  DISEASES.. 
Sv«>^,  sheep   $4 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

)HILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY  AND 
Ol'KKATlVE  S'U.iOEKY,  at  tho  upper  end  of  C>,illei;e  Avenue,  en- Acce  from  Tenth  Street,  between  Market  aiul  Chestnut. 

WISTER  A  yyO  L  'yCEMEXT. Anatomical  Depadment.— The  Winter, course  of  instruction  in  this 
d  established  iLstitmion  which  has  been  in  sucoi'ssfiil  oi>eranon  for 
.•or  forty  years,  -will  coninieuco  on  the  ̂ ir^t  of  September,  and  coutinue 
:til  ihe'first  of  March,  uud.»r  the  direction  of  Dr.  .I;uues  K.  Garrelsou, ho  has  for  several  years  past  been  connected  with  the  Schools  as  An- •iniical  and  Surgical  Demonstrator, 
The  resource*  for  conducting  the  cotirse  on  Practical  Anatomy,  reinaiu 
ii-hauged,  and  are  iu  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  iuhiiiutioa the  country. 
The  Dissec'ting  apartments  are  -well  ventilated  and  abundantly  sup- ;ed  with  ira.s.  water  and  material. 
Tiie  Lecture  rooms  are  well  arranged  for  purposes  of  demont^tration, 
i.i  the  museum  provided  with  every  thing  ueces&ary  to  elucidate  the 
.bjects  of  lecture. 
The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  open  from  S  A.  M.,  until  10  P.  M.,  and 
luon.straiors)  will  be  present  to  direct  and  .supervi.se  the  duties  of  the identH. 
I^-iHr^s. — A  full  course  of  I^cctures  on  Human  Anatomy  will  be  de- 
vrT  si  in  the  evenings  at  such  hours  as  will  not  couDict  with  the  Coi- 
_e  "lu.structioDS,  eomiuencing  t)ctober  12th. Certificates  of  attendance  furnished  to  such  as  desire. 
The  College  alk-ws  the  Studeuta  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  where  he o.L-es. 
t  ii<j  for  the  Course,  $10. 

JAS.  E.  GARRETSON,  M.  D.,  LECTrRm, 
Residence,  1.^37  Chestnut  street. 

S'trgical  Department. — The  Winter  Cour.se  on  Praut.cal  Surgery  will 
-muienc^  early  in  October,  and  coutinue  until  the  List  of  I'eliruary. 
L^jrinrtJi. — These  will  embrace  the  subjects  ol  Jiaudagiug,  'rreauiient 
'Fractures,  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  the  variuus  (ij.oiiitious  iu  Sur^:.;ery. The  Practical  part  of  the  cour.-e  will  cou.-,i.-t  iu  arrnuging  the  c1;l»» 
ito  sections  of  five,  atiordiug  everyone  an  opportuuiiy  to  repeat  all  the 
-.'«.iiag-s  and  operations. 
The  Cad.iver  and  all  neces.sary  instruments  furnished  without  addi- 
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rection,  that  a  more  than  ordinary  divergence  of 
the  corneal  axis  is  demanded.  Hence  there  is  ap- 

parent strabismus  diver  gens  with  so  many  hyper- 
metropists.  On  the  other  hand  we  know  that  most 
eyes  are  brought  to  diverge  with  great  difficulty. 
A  weak  prism  with  the  refracting  angle  turned 
outward  from  the  eye,  calls  forth  double  images, 
which  mostly  cannot  be  counteracted  by  divergence 
of  the  optic  line.  Even  to  effect  single  vision, 
many  persons  cannot  accomplish  it  by  diverging  a 
few  degrees.  When,  in  order  to  see  singly,  a  more 
than  ordinary  divergence  of  the  corneal  or  optic 
axes  is  required,  it  often  happens  that  it  cannot 
be  sufficiently  effected.  It  naturally  follows  that 
in  seeing  at  nearer  distances,  too  much  conver- 

gence readily  takes  place.  That  which  was  dis- 
cussed under  I,  demands  convergence  in  an  abso- 

lute manner.  Relatively,  the  connection  between 
the  optic  line  and  the  corneal  axis  has  for  the  hy- 
permetropist  the  same  result.  Now,  as  in  seeing 
at  greater  distance,  the  divergence  of  the  corneal 
axis  remains  readily  insufficient,  so,  under  the 
influence  of  hypermetropia,  will  the  convergence 
be  relatively  too  great  on  seeing  near  objects.  The 
conditions  for  the  development  of  strabismus  are 
here  given."  He  often  noticed  that  after  tenotomy 
for  squinting,  a  visible  degree  of  divergence  of  the 
corneal  axis  was  necessary  to  permit  the  optic 
lines  to  assume  a  parallel  state.  The  eyes  often 
are  apparently  well  directed,  and  yet  it  is  noticed 
that  when  they  are  fixed  on  a  distant  point,  the 
one  or  the  other  eye  being  covered  with  the  hand, 
the  uncovered  eye  must  turn  outward  in  order 
to  fix  the  object.  Sometimes  this  is  the  case 
in  so  high  a  degree  that  binocular  vision,  at  a  di^s- 
tance,  demands  a  decided  divergence.  As  in  hy- 

permetropia, the  large  angle  a  demands  strabismus, 
DoNDERS  suspected  that  unusual  size  of  the  angle 
a  disposes  especially  to  strabismus  convergens.  In 
order  ±0  test  this,  the  angle  a  was  measured  in  ten 
cases  of  strabismus  convergens,  a  table  of  which  is 
given  with  interesting  details,  which  want  of  space 
necessarily  excludes  here.  As  medium  it  was  ob- 

tained a=1°  (53^,  varying  but  little  from  the  size 
of  a  in  hypermetropists  not  squinting  as  formerly 
obtained,  a=7°  3''.  In  order  to  obtain  a  better 
basis  of  comparison,  the  angle  a  was  determined  in 
certain  cases  of  hypermetropia,  which  in  grade 
were  about  equal  to  hypermetropia  in  the  squint- 
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(Continued  from  page  360  ) 
Strabismus  Convergens. 

In  the  second  class,  strabismus  is  caused  by  con- 
ditions that  lessen  convergence.  Here  we  have  to 

consider : 
1.  Peculiar  structure  or  innervation  of  the  muscles, 

■slight  movement  of  the  eyes  inward.  Congenital  in- 
sufficiency of  the  musculi  recti  interni  is  rather  fre- 

quently met  with.  The  contrary  also  takes  place, 
and  many  eyes  without  special  exertion  converge 
2'^  and  1^''5.  We  may  infer  that  here  form  and 
position  of  the  bulb  exert  an  influence  as  well  as 
structure  or  innervation  of  the  muscles.  ^ 
1  Slight  motion  inward  increases  the  tendency  to 
strabismus  convergens.  The  instances  frequently  re- 

lated to  us  of  children  learning  to  squint  by  imita- 
tion, or  by  mimicking  squinters,  can  take  place  only 

in  connection  with  hypermetropia.  Donders  never 
could  convince  himself  that  the  tendency  to  stra- 

bismus is  hereditary.  But  hypermetropia  is  he- 
reditary in  a  high  degree.  It  is  seldom  that  we 

witness  the  hypermetropic  conformation  of  the  eyes 
in  a  parent,  without  finding  hypermetropia  in  a 
part  of  the  children.  It  does  not  follow  that  stra- 

bismus must  exist  where  there  is  hypermetropia ; 
but  if  one  person  of  a  family  suffers  with  strabismus 
convergens,  you  can  take  it  almost  for  granted  that 
some  other  members  of  the  family  are  hyperme- 

tropic. But  it  is  seldom  that  the  majority  of  hy- 
permetropists in  a  family  are  afflicted  with  stra- 

bismus. 

2.  "  The  relation  between  the  optic  lines  and  corneal 
axis.  We  saw  above  that  in  general  hypermetrop- 

ists, in  order  to  give  the  optic  line  a  parallel  di- 
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ing  cases,  which  are  given  with  details  in  a  table, 
which  will  have  to  be  omitted  here. 

The  result  is  that  in  hvpermetropists  not  squint- 
ing, the  medium  is  a=6"  56^,  that  is  1°  07^  less 

than  in  those  squinting.  It  is  also  further  deter- 
mined that  the  grade  of  hypermetropia  has  an  in- 

lluence  on  a.  The  comparison  with  hypermetropia 

of  high  grade  in  which  the  medium  is  a=7°  3', shows  this. 

The  result  is  that  in  equal  grades  of  hyperme- 
tropia the  high  value  of  a  tends  especially  to 

strabismus  convergens.  This  is  considered  of  the 
more  importance  from  the  fact  that  it  is  thus  shown 
in  general  that  the  peculiar  larger  angle  a  of  hy- 

permetropia is  not  the  same  as  regards  the  con- 
nection between  hypermetropia  and  strabisvius 

convergens. 
In  the  highest  grades  of  hypermetropia,  strabis- 

mus is  seldom  observed,  which  need  not  seem 
strange.  Here  the  accommodative  force  is  not 
able,  even  in  abnormal  convergence,  to  produce 
clear  images,  and  one  is  more  apt  to  try  to  form 
correct  conceptions  from  imperfect  images,  than 
labor  by  the  highest  accommodative  eflbrts  to  im- 

prove the  retinal  image.  We  have  already  seen 
that  strabismus  is  mostly  met  with  in  medium 
grades  of  hypermetropia.  The  eye  can  fix  itself 
for  parallel  and  even  for  divergent  rays,  and  for  a 
time  retain  aecommodation,  yet  only  by  a  con- 

vergence of  the  optic  lines  on  a  focus  nearer  the 
eye  than  the  one  from  which  the  rays  proceed. 
The  minimum  of  hypermetropia  which  causes 
strabismus,  is  doubtless  dependent  on  the  angle  a, 
and  the  breadth  of  accommodation ;  the  smaller 
the  latter,  and  the  larger  a  is,  the  more  trifling 
will  be  the  degree  of  hypermetropia  suflScient  to 
bring  about  squinting.  By  itself,  diminished  en- 

ergy and  paresis  of  accommodation  do  not  bring 
about  strabismus  any  more  than  the  decrease  in 
breadth  of  accommodation  from  advanced  years. 

Afl  regards  external  causes,  such  as  habitual  see- 
ing at  short  distances  and  objects  to  one  side,  etc., 

they  can  never  cause  squinting  in  the  emmetropic 
eye,  but  the  hypermetropic  eye  already  disposed 
to  converge  rnay  thus  be  influenced. 

"I  have  above  remarked  that  squinting  varies 
in  kind  and  form  according  to  its  causes,  and  ac- 

cording to  tlie  kind  of  disease  from  which  it  re- 
Hulta  and  in  which  it  originates.  This  is  true  in 
every  respect  as  to  strabismus  from  hypermetropia. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  most  usual,  the  typical  form 
of  strabismus  convergens^  SO  it  naturally  follows  that 
what  is  in  general  written  on  strabismus  is  per- 

tinent to  this  form.  Permit  mo  to  give  a  sliort 
8k«.'t<;h  of  it.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ref(;r  to  many 
familiar  things  in  order  to  throw  further  light  on 
its  character,  symptoms  and  pathogeny. 

''Convergent  squinting,  as  the  result  of  hypcr- 
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metropia,  is  mostly  seen  at  the  age  of  five  years, 

evidently  because  at  that  time  the  efl"ort  to  see  dis- 
tinctly is  beginning  to  be  developed.  The  breadth 

of  accommodation  is  then  also  large  enough  to  over- 
come the  hypermetropia  by  a  somewhat  heightened 

convergence.  There  is,  as  a  rule,  no  faith  to  be 
put  in  the  stories  so  often  related  that  squinting 
occurs  soon  after  birth  from  fits  or  some  other 
disease.  Exceptionally  it  sometimes  occurs  after 
the  seventh,  sometimes  even  after  the  eighteenth 
year,  without  any  perceptible  cause.  At  first  the 
deviation  is  seen  only  on  the  effort  to  see  distinctly, 
sometimes  on  fixing  the  eyes  on  near  objects  ;  this 
squinting  ceases  with  the  elfort  to  see,  or  .  when 
the  eyes  are  closed.  This  is  the  so-called  periodi- 

cal squinting,  by  some  described  as  a  peculiar 
stage  of  the  disease.  Even  in  this  stage,  and  also 
when  the  squinting  is  first  developed  at  the  age  of 
from  sixteen  to  eighteen'years,  no  complaints  are 
heard  of  double  seeing.  This  is  explained,  in  my 
estimation,  by  the  circumstance  that  the  deviation 
only  takes  place  on  the  exertion  to  see  an  object 
distinctly.  The  attention  is  fixed  on  this  object. 
On  it  rests  the  one  optic  line.  The  double  image 
lies  in  the  deviated  eye  outside  the  macula  lutea, 
and  therefore  must  be  imperfect,  so  that  compared 
with  the  image  of  the  directly  fixed  eye,  it  cannot 
readily  be  seen  as  a  double  image.  On  the  other 
side,  there  rests  on  the  macula  lutea  the  image  of 
quite  another  object,  which  does  not  require  any 
efibrt  in  its  recognition.  Sometimes  this  periodical 
squinting  remains  a  long  time,  and  may  even  con- 

tinue in  seeing  near  objects." 
Both  Stoeber  and  Arlt  described  an  interesting 

case  of  this  kind,  the  cause  of  which  had  to  remain 
unknown  to  them.  The  case  of  Aklt  could  volun- 

tarily squint  to  avoid  asthenopia  which  would 
take  place  in  binocular  vision  when  seeing  near 
objects.  Bonders  saw  a  similar  case  recently  in  a 
girl  of  eleven  years  old  with  hypermetropia  manifesta 
of  the  right  eye  1-16  and  1-10  of  the  left  eye.  The 
strabismus  left  with  the  use  of  glasses  of  1-14. 

Convergence  is  a'peculiar  form  of  motion  which the  will  sometimes  cannot  accomplish,  easy  as  is 
its  mechanism.  It  is  not  every  one  that  can  turn 
the  one  eye  out,  and  bring  the  other  deep  into  the 
inner  angle,  that  is  able  to  strongly  converge. 
Sometimes  it  cannot  be  done  at  all,  Thia  is  the 
case  with  myopists  with  quite  light  divergent  stra- 

bismus, who  for  some  time  have  relinquished  bin- 
ocular vision.  There  is  no  doubt  that  by  frequent 

trials  this  power  might  be  regained,  not,  however, 
with  advantage.  The  use  of  certain  muscles,  not 
used  for  a  determined  purpose,  is  tiresome,  but 
the  effort  is  successful  when  persevered  in.  The 
author  can,  isolately,  bring  into  strong  contrac- 

tions the  frontal,  the  occipital,  and  the  muscles 
of  the  ears.    Donders  saw  Professor  Horner,  of 
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mjk  Zurich 

H^d  it 

Zurich,  contract  bj  itself  tiie  muscidus  Horneri, 
d  it  required  two  days  of  unsuccessful  efforts 

lie  could  accomplisli  the  same  feat.  Many 
persons  cannot  converge  only  with  the  determined 
effort  to  see  hinocularly  an  object  quite  close  to 
the  eyes  ;  but  by  frequent  trials  they  will  be  suc- 
cessful. 

In  most  instances  strabismus  soon  becomes  con- 
stant. As  a  rule,  the  one  and  the  same  eye  de- 

viates (strabismus  simplex).  This  takes  place  when 
the  squinting  is  yet  transient.  When  in  hyper- 
metropia  it  is  alternating,  then  other  causes  are 
concerned. 

Squinting  if?  mostly  concomitant,  the  movements 
are  free ;  motions  normal,  yet  too  free  inward, 

more  limited  outward  in  both  eyes,  notwithstand-' 
ing  that  one  and  the  same  eye  ever  deviates,  and 
the  other  is  always  well  directed.  Both  the  inner 
muscles  of  the  eyes  must  be  considered  as  short- 

ened. At  first  the  shortening  was  dynamic,  and 
by  constant  strabismus  it  has  become  organic, 
the  result  of  excessive  action  with  antagonistic  re- 

laxation. There  is  no  morbid  change  of  structure. 
The  shortening  of  both  the  internal  muscles  is  de- 

pendent on  the  habit  of  holding  the  regarded  object 
on  the  side  of  the  deviated  eye,  so  that  the  straight 
internal  muscle  of  the  not  deviating  eye  is  also 
relatively  contracted.  In  this  condition  will  the 
hypermetropia  of  the  not  deviated  eye  be  most 
readily  overcome.  When  the  strabismus  becomes 
constant,  there  is  connected  with  the  fixed  eyes  a 
relatively  stronger  contraction  of  the  inner  straight 
muscles,  by  which  the  squinting  angle  is  increased, 
but  slightly  however,  where  the  deviation  is  great, 
as  in  that  case  the  contraction  can  have  less  effect : 

after  tenotomy  in  these  cases,  by  the  effort  of  see- 
ing, the  convergence  returns  again  to  a  marked 

degree.  This  increase  of  convergence  during  the 
effort  of  seeing  after  a  correct  position  has  been  ob- 

tained by  tenotomy,  is  important  in  two  respects. 
First  then  as  regards  adults  who  can  distinctly 
feel  the  convergence,  and  voluntarily  produce  it 
in  order  to  see  more  distinctly.  A  direct  demon- 

stration that  hypermetropia  causes  strabismus 
cannot  be  given.  But  here  the  patient  is  aware 
that  he  converges,  and  at  the  commencement  of 
the  disease  it  can  be  arrested  by  neutralizing  hy- 

permetropia by  the  use  of  convex  glasses,  and  a 
relapse  can  be  prevented  after  tenotomy  by  the  use 
of  such  glasses.  The  practical  application  of  con- 

vex glasses  after  tenotomy  constitutes  the  second 
important  consideration  above  referred  to.  The 
deviated  eye  suffers  more  and  more  in  acuteness 
of  vision  from. strabismus.  At  first  when  the  hand 

is  placed  over  the  eye  properly  directed,  the  de- 
viated eye  is  directed  on  the  object  looked  at;  it 

may  remain  properly  directed  after  the  hand  is 
removed  until  after  the  eyes  are  moved,  or  after 

blinking  it  loses  again  its  proper  direction.  In 
such  cases  it  is  true,  that  the  acuteness  of  vision 
has  suffered,  but  it  can  be  improved  by  exercise, 
and  after  tenotomy  it  generally  immediately  gets 
better.  After  a  time,  however,  the  optic  line  of 
the  deviating  eye  will  no  longer  strike  the  object, 
but  pass  on  the  inside  of  it,  and  the  image  of  the 
object  will  also  be  on  the  inner  side  of  the  retina. 
When  this  is  the  case,  we  can  conclude  that  the 
acuteness  of  vision  of  the  eye  is  seriously  impaired, 
and  that  binocular  vision  is  lost.  It  is  a  matter 
worthy  of  observation  that  we  can  render  our 
organs  of  sense  more  acute  by  the  proper  direction 
of  the  attention  to  them.  A  nerve  can  soon  be  ren- 

dered blunt  by  a  psychical  effort  not  to  use  it. 
This  is  a  general  physiological  law.  In  such  a 
case,  although  there  cannot  be  noticed  any  organic 
change  of  the  retina,  yet  neither  use  nor  tenotomy 
can  effect  any  good  result. 

DoxDERS  was  the  first  who  sought  for  the  basis 
of  strabismus  in  hypermetropia.  It  is  but  a  few 
years  since  hypermetropia  has  been  understood, 
and  the  latent  form  was  wholly  overlooked  until 
he  (  Bonders j  brought  it  to  light,  and  explained 
its  relation  to  strabismus.  It  is  true  that  hints 
were  found  in  former  writings  pointing  in  that 
direction ;  but  the  honor  of  its  clear  developement 
is  entirely  due  to  o«r  author. 

[To  be  continued.] 

DSFSCTIVE  A^ITD  IT£P AIRED  VISIOT5", 
With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in 

their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 

By  Laurence  Turkbull,  M.  D., 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Hov/ard  Hospital,  &c. 

(Coatinued  from  p.  846.) 

Liebreich's  large  ophthalmoscope  is  seen  in 
Fig.  4  ;  it  consists  of  two  tubes,  one  sliding  within 
the  other  by  a  rack  and  pinion.  The  tube  next  the 
observer,  on  the  right,  contains  the  speculum 
which  swings  vertically  on  trunnions  revolving  in 
clips  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  be  easily  removed 
and  replaced.  A  portion  of  this  tube  is  cut  away 
in  order  to  admit  light  to  the  speculum  behind 
which  there  is  a  narrow  slit  for  a  convex  ocular 
lens  of  low  power.  The  tube  on  the  left,  next  the 
patient,  contains  a  convex  lens  of  about  two  inches 
focal  length,  swung  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
speculum.  This  tube  is  encircled  by  a  stout  collar, 
which  slides  on  the  vertical  rod,  so  that  the  whole 
can  be  fixed  at  any  convenient  height.  The  lower 
end  of  the  rod  has  a  clamp  for  fixing  to  a  steadj 
table.  Above  the  collar  bears  a  graduated  horizon- 

tally sliding  rod  ending  in  an  oval  plate,  against 
which  the  patient  steadies  his  forehead  in  the 
manner  represented  in  the  figure.  Additional 

I  steadiness  is  gained  by  a  chain  rest.  A  small  brass 
I  ball  mounted  on  a  jointed  bracket  forms  a  con- 
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venient  object  for  tlie  patient  to  fix  Ms  eye  npon. 
A  couple  of  small  blackened  tin  shades,  not  shown 
in  the  figure,  cut  off  the  direct  rays  of  the  lamp 

from  the  patient  and  surgeon's  eyes.  This  instru- 
ment is  very  satisfactory  when  the  focus  ̂ is  ob- 

tained, but  it  requires  an  experienced  observer  to 
make  the  arrangement,  then  any  number  of  stu- 

dents can  in  turn  observe  the  appearances.  It  is 
also  useful  to  a  teacher  in  making  drawings.  The 
necessity  for  varying  the  position  of  the  eye  con- 

stitutes a  great  objection  to  such  complicated 
ophthalmoscopes,  and  some  eyes  are  so  unsteady 

and  so  little  under  the  patient's  control,  that  the 
observer  is  obliged  to  follow  their  movements  by 
slight  changes  in  the  position  of  the  ophthalmo- 

scope, which  can  be  best  effected  when  the  instru- 
ment is  held  in  the  hand.  The  simple  instrument, 

when  once  learned,  is  enough  for  our  purpose. 
The  appearance  of  the  Hetina. 

When  we  examine  the  eye  of  a  healthy  indi- 
vidual we  do  not  find  the  retina  always  presenting 

one  uniform  tint ;  it  varies  from  pale  red  through 
shades  of  red  mixed  with  orange,  even  to  buff.  In 
pl'ilhoric  persons  of  a  ruddy  countenance,  the 
retina  is  naturally  redder  in  appearance  than  in 
that  of  a  person  with  a  ])ale  comphixion.  The  color 
of  the  retina  defjcnds  on  its  own  capillary  network, 
and  al.HO  to  the  extremely  vascular  choroid  behind 
it.  The  diagram  (Fig.  6.)  is  a  magnified  view  of 
the  fundua  of  the  eye,  and  gives  an  idea  of  the 
optic  diHC  and  the  central  artery  and  vein  ;  and  by 
directing  the  patient  to  turn  the  eye  a  little  toward 

Figr.  5. 

the  median  plane,  the  observer  will  be  able  to 
trace  these  vessels  to  their  parent  trunks.  It  re- 

quires a  good  deal  of  practice  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  retinal  arteries  and  veins.  The  only 

difterence  in  color  is  that  the  veins  are  brighter  red 

I  color;  this  is  owing  to  the  coats  of  the  veins  which 
I  are  so  thin  that  it  allows  the  blood  to  shine  througli 
them.  Even  this  distinction  between  the  veins 
and  arteries  of  the  retina  becomes  less  marked  in 
persons  advanced  in  years.  If  we  wish  to  produce 
pulsation  in  the  retinal  vessels,  wo  must  press  on 
the  globe  of  the  eye  by  the  finger  wliile  we  are  ex- 

j  amining  it,  Two  natural  pulses,  a  venous  and  an 
arterial,  are  stated  to  have  been  seen  by  Van 
Tkigt*  and  Dr.  Ed.  Jaeger. f  A  visible  pulse  in 
the  retinal  vessels  is  a  sign  of  excessive  intra-ocular 

•Van  Trigt,  A.C.,  Do  Bpeculo  oculi,  ojusquo  usu.  Utrecht, 18r.3. 

f  .Jnoger,  Kd.,  Ucber  Stanr  nnd  Staarop'^r.itionen,  nebst  and'e- ern  Beobacbtungea  uud  Eifabrunguu.    Wicu,  1854. 
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37? pressure,  and  the  arterial  indicates  a  higher  press- 
ure. 

Optic  nerve  entrance. 
From  the  wood  cut  jou  would  suppose  the  optic 

papella  or  nerve  entrance  was  white,  hut  tliis  is 
not  the  case,  as  it  is  a  grayish  pink  disc,  its  color 
depending  on  the  amount  of  blood  circulating  in 
it.  The  recognition  of  the  minute  structure  of  the 
nerve  requires  great  proficiency  in  the  use  of  the 
ophthalmoscope  and  a  very  brilliant  light.  Ac- 

cording to  Dr.  DixoN",  no  structure  seen  with  the 
ophthalmoscope  presents  a  greater  variety  of  ap- 

pearance than  the  optic  nerve,  even  in  patients 
who  enjoy  good  sight. 
Punctum  Centrals  Retinee,  or  Yellow  Spot. 
This  is  situated  in  the  axis  of  the  eye,  and  is 

one-tenth  of  an  inch  external  to  the  entrance  of 
the  optic  nerve.  To  see  it  with  the  ophthalmoscope 
requires  a  high  power.  It  is  of  a  circular  or  oval 
figure,  and  is  distinguished  from  the  surrounding 
parts  by  the  dullness  of  its  image  and  by  the 
greater  richness  of  the  choroid  in  pigment.  It  is 
the  one  twenty-fourth  of  an  inch  in  size,  and  is 
surrounded  by*  a  broad  yellow  margin  which  grad- 

ually shades  off  into  nearly  colorless  retina. 
The  Choroid. 

The  choroid  is  the  dark  tissue  interposed  between 
the-delicate  sentient  retina,  but  when  lit  up  by  the 
mirror  of  the  ophthalmoscope  the  color  seen  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  proportions  of  blood  and  pig- 

ment. If  blood  is  in  excess,  the  fundus  is  of  a 
bright  red  color,  but  if  pigment  preponderates,  the 
tinge  is  more  of  the  orange.  The  distinctness 
with  which  it  is  seen  depends  also  upon  the  de- 

gree of  transparency  of  the  retina.  In  young 
persons  it  looks  as  if  overspread  with  a  film,  but 
in  elderly  persons  they  are  plainly  seen  and  of  a 
brownish  tinge.  In  persons  of  swarthy  complexion 
the  veins  map  out  the  choroid  in  small  spaces 
which  are  deep  brown  with  a  violet  tinge ;  this 
color  is  also  found  in  the  eye  of  the  negro.  In  the 
albino  the  reflection  produced  by  the  vascular 
choroid  is  the  most  brilliant  and  lightest  in  tint. 

Hospital  Reports. 

University  of  Maryland,") October  2ist,  1863.  ) 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith. 

Reported  by  Dr.  J.  JV.  P.  Bates. 
Strumous  Ophthalmia. 

Girl  aged  about  8  years.    This  is  a  case  of  strumous 
ophthalmia.    There  is  here  some  opacity  of  the 
cornea. 

Some  physicians  would  confine  this  patient  to  the 
house,  and  even  to  a  dark  room.    This  increases  the 

photophobia  and  confirms  the  scrofulous  diathesis, 
which  we  wish  to  counteract.  She  should  exercise 
in  the  open  air  early  in  the  morning  and  about  sun- 

set, for  then  the  light  will  not  be  so  bright  as  to  pro- 
duce much  pain.  She  shall  take  syr.  ferri,  iodide 

gtt.  xij,  three  times  a  day,  and  apply  the  following  to 
the  eye : 

I^.    Atropine,  gr.j. 
Acid  sulp.  dil.,  gtt. v. 
Aquae,  f^ij.  M. 

To  remove  the  opacity  we  will  use  a  weak  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver,  (grs.  ij.  to  f3j.)  and  imme- 

diately after  its  application  use  a  watery  solution  of 
opium. Fracture  of  the  Fibula  and  dislocation  of  the 

Foot  outwards. 

"We  first  reduce  the  dislocation  and  then  set  the 
fracture.  The  indication  is  to  maintain  the  foot  in 
a  position  opposite  to  that  which  it  now  assumes. 
Tou  see  it  has  a  strong  tendency  to  turn  outward, 
if  we  apply  a  splint  and  bandage  so  as  to  turn  it 
inward  we  shall  place  it  in  the  most  favorable  posi- 

tion for  cure.  The  apparatus  of  Dupuytren  is  very 
simple,  and  consists  of  materials  that  can  be  found 
in  every  house,  and  answers  the  indications,  and  we 
will  apply  it  in  this  case. 

In  about  a  week  we  will  employ  splints  of  binder's 
board  starched  and  moulded  to  the  part,  and  allow 
the  patient  to  exercise  on  crutches. 

Medical  Societies. 

VERMONT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Eeported  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

By  L.  C.  Butler,  M.  D., 
Of  Essex  Vermont. 

The  Vermont  Medical  Society  held  its  Annual 
Session  at  Montreller  Oct,  14,  and  15.  Dr.  J.  M. 
Stiles,  of  Windsor,  President,  in  the  Chair.  In  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary  Dr.  C.  P.  Prost,  of  Wood- 

stock, was  appointed  Secretary  pro  ion.  After  the 
transaction  of  some  preliminary  business,  Dr.  J.  L. 
GrRAVES  presented  credentials  as  Delegate  from  the 
Connecticut  River  Medical  Socie  y  ;  Dr.  Adoniram 
Smalley  as  Delegate  from  the  New  Hampshire 

Medical  Society  ;"Dr.  Miller,  of  Pittstield,  from Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  were  severally 
welcomed  as  such  by  the  President,  and  invited  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Society.  The 
President  suggested  that  a  more  prompt  reciprocation 
by  this  Society  of  these  interconimunicatious  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  profession. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  proposed  for  election 
as  new  members,  and,  upon  reference  to  a  committee, 
they  were  reported  as  suitable  persons  for  admission 
into  the  Society,  viz  :  Dr.  L.  C.  Butter,  of  Essex  ; 
O.  F.  BiGBLOW,  of  Brandon ;  L.  M.  Tuttle,  of 
Springfield ;  S.  R.  Day,  of  St.  Albans ;  Walter 
Gustine,  of  Strafford,  and  they  were  severally  ad- mitted. 

Chronic  Pleurisy. 

Dr.  RiCHMOMD,  of  Woodstock,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  Society,  at  its  semi-annual  meeting,  to  initiate 
the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  Clironic  Pleurisy, 
presented  an  elaborate  written  essay  upon  that  sub- 

ject, discussing  its  causes  ;  pathology  ;  rational  and 
physical  signs  ;  dilierential  diagnosis  ;  post  mortem 
appearances  of  cases  coming  under  his  own  observa- 

tion ;  prognosis;  treatment,  recommending  a  mild 
anti-phologistic  course,  perfect  quiet  and  rest  by 
firmly  strapping  the  chest,  and  paracentesis  in  the 
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[Vol.  X. early  staires,  even  for  the  removal  of  serum.  He 
also" raised  the  inquiry  Ts'hether,  as  stated  in  Buaithe- TVAiTE.  tubercles  were  the  frequent  cause  of  chronic 
pleurisv. 

In  discussing  the  subject  of  the  paper  Dr.  Wood- 
ward remarked  that,  in  several  cases  which  had 

come  under  his  observation  in  Avhich  adhesions  were 
not  found,  ho  had  noticed  marked  displacement  of 
viscera,  as  the  heart,  in  one  instance  thrust  as  far 
as  it  could  be  over  upon  the  rig-ht  side. Dr.  BuADFOKD  did  not  think  the  presence  of 
tubercles  in  the  lungs  necessarily  produced  inflam- 

mation of  the  pleura.  The  tubercular  deposit  shows 
marked  partiality  for  the  apex,  of  the  lungs;  and 
for  the  right  lung".  Still  as  a  sequel  of  that  deposit we  mav  have  etfusion. 

Dr.  Smalley  had  always  found  adhesion  of  pleura ; 
had  performed  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  and 
taken  awav  a  quart  of  pus  at  one  time.  He  men- 

tioned the  case  of  an  old  lady  who  had  hydrothorax 
which  was  removed  by  absorption,  and  she  finally 
recovered.  Ten  years  after  she  died  of  ulceration  of 
the  bowels,  the  post  morP-m  revealing  several  per- 

forations of  colon  and  rectum,  together  with  a  large 
cavity  in  the  right  lung,  which  had  so  far  healed  as 
to  form  walls  around  it,  and  had  givfen  her  no 
trouble  for  years. 

Dr.  Stevens  had  not  had  a  large  experience  in  this 
disease,  and,  though  he  did  not  differ  materially  with 
the  paper  read,  he  was  not  prepared  to  receive  the 
statement  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  cases  w^re 
caused  by  tul^ercular  deposit.  The  disease  is  com- 

plicated oftentimes  with  other  affections,  and  hence 
becomes  difficult  to  remove.  Our  diagnosis  should 
he  carefully  made,  that  we  may  check  its  progress. 
He  mentioned  the  use  of  mercurials  in  the  treatment 
as  being  highly  beneficial,  when  judiciously  adminis- tered. He  was  not  in  favor  of  their  indiscriminate 
employment.  Their  continued  use  tended  to  promote 
effusion. 

Dr.  CuAXDLER  related  a  case  of  pleurisy  of  left 
lung,  in  which  the  effusion  crowded  the  heart  over 
n])on  the  right  side.  It  soon  began  to  point,  he 
punctured  it,  and  from  this  opening  there  was  dis- 
cliarired  from  one  to  two  pounds  per  week  of  a  sero- 
purulent  matter  ini?:ed  with  blood.  He  gave  very 
little  medicine,  and  at  one  time  thought  he  saw  some 
promise  of  recovery,  but  the  patient  wasted  away  and 
died. 

Dr.  Miller,  the  delegate  from  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  coiu])liin("nted  the  medical  men  of 
Vermont  as  not  only  nicn  of  Science,  l)ut  of  a  large 
amount  of  common  sense.  He  suggested  that  the 
peculiar  form  of  disease  depended  son)e\vhat  upon 
tlie  locality.  In  Massacliusetts,  hn-  example,  we 
have  what  is  termed  "(luiclc  eonsnmption,"  and 
frequently  abscesses  formed  whieli  discharges  their 
contents  sometimes  externally,  and  sometimes 
tlirough  tlie  bronchia,  producing  suH'ocation.  In  the 
valley  of  the  Mississii)pi,' and  in  ̂ Mexico,  effusion 
into  the  pleura,  and  parenchyma  of  the  luugs,  more 
frequently  occur. 

Dr.  FiiOHT,  in  his  examinations  of  drafted  men,  had 
observed  several  cases  in  whicli  there  had  been  adhe- 
eions  of  the  pleura,  and  from  wliich  recovery  had 
taken  place  but  the  lung  was  rendered  useless. 

New  Eoraedial  Agents. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  firsit  day  Dr.  Fassett  pre- 

Bcnted  a  pay)er  on  "new  retjiedial  agents,"  the  most Important  feature  of  whicli  was  a  resolution,  which 
waH  tinanimouHly  adopted,  for  a  committee  of 
*' Thcrapeutifal  Inquiry,"  with  instructions  to  sehx-t 
a  liHt  of  ariicles  pro[»er  for  trial  as  reniedial  agents, 
furnish  blanks  for  inquiries,  to  bo  sent  to  each  mem- 

ber of  the  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  a  care- 
ful record  of  f)b«ervation«,  for  the  future  benefit  of 

the  fraternity.  Drs.  Fashett,  Kujiimonj),  and 
WooT)V\'ARr),  were  selected  as  Hifh  committee.  The 
(liHfnsfllon  upon  this  paper  took  a  somewhat  wide 

range,  and  was  participated  in  largely  by  the  mem- bers of  the  Society. 
rnreira  Brava. — The  President  had  used  the  fluid 

extract  of  the  Pareira  Brava  to  some  extent  in  his 
practice,  in  incontinence  of  urine  in  old  men,  and 
with  excellent  success.  The  dose  he  had  given  was 
from  one-half  to  one  tea-spoonful  every  six  hours. 
He  regarded  its  action  as  that  of  a  sedative  upon 
the  mucous  membranes.  He  did  not  introduce  it  as  a 
specific,  but  in  several  cases  he  had  found  it  a  remedy 
of  much  value. 

Dr.  CusHMAK  considered  the  remedy  worthy  of  a 
trial  if  it  were  capable  of  allaying  the  irritation  re- 

sulting from  the  disease,  or  of  palliating  its  symptoms 
but  a  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease  itself 
is  necessary  to  the  proper  application  of  the  remedy. 
The  prostate  gland  was  generally  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

Dr.  PuTKAM  had  used  the  remedy  in  irritation  of 
the  bladder  for  several  years,  and  as  a  palliative  in 
the  irritation  resulting  from  Bright's  disease.  In 
prostate  disease  he  had  found  no  benefit  from  it, 
save  as  a  palliative. 

Ferri  et  StrycJinice  citras. — Dr.  Fasset  directed  the 
attention  of  the  Society  to  Ferj-i  et  Strychnice  citras^ 
not  as  a  "  new  remedial  agent,"  but  as  one  coming 
into  extensive  use  at  the  present  time.  Is  the  iron 
modified  by  its  connection  with  the  Strychnia? 
Does  the  spinal  irritation  contra-indicate  its  iise  ? 

Dr.  TiiATER  had  used  this  article  for  several  years 
in  those  cases  where  the  nervous  system  was  particu- 

larly affected.  He  had  instituted  experiments  to 
determine  its  therapeutic  action,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Strychnia  promoted  the  absorp- 

tion of  the  iron  into  the  system.  A  favorite  method 
with  him  of  presci-ibing  it,  was  iiu  combination  with 
compound  syrup  sarsaparilla,  compound  tincture 
cinchoha,  and  Iodide  Potassa.  In/this  form  he  could 
testify  to  its  utility  in  all  nervous  cases,  even  when 
complicated  with  uterine  disease. 

Iodide  of-  Pata^sium — D'qMlicria. — The  President raised  the  enquiry  in  regard  to  the  use  of  Iodide  of 
Potash  in  Diphtheria.  He  had  seen  many  cases  of 
this  disease  in  its  gravest  form,  and  the  treatment 
which  had  proved  in  his  hands  the  most  successful, 
was  the  iodide  of  Potash  two  drachms  to  four  ounces 
of  water,  of  which  he  gave  to  a  child  ten  years  of  age 
a  tcaspoonful  every  half-hour,  or  until  the  urgent 
symptoms  abated.  This  remedy  destroys  the  plas- 
tciity  of  the  blood,  and  when  the  system  becomes 
saturated  with  it  the  exudation  sloughs.  In  connec- 

tion with  the  Iodide  he  gave  quinine  in  grain  doses 
every  six  hours,  and  all  the  stimulus  the  patient 
would  take. 

Dr.  Fasset  had  used  this  reme^ly  in  membranous 
croup,  and  in  croupal  form  of  Diphtheria,  with 
satisfaction,  but  never  had  given  it  in  such  large 
(piantities. 

Dr.  Woodward  had  seen  gastric  irritation  pro- 
duced by  a  much  less  dose. The  President  had  seen  no  such  effects  from  its 

administration  in  the  manner  he  indicated. 
Dr.  (  ANDLMi:  liad  not  used  the  Iodide,  but  thought 

that  the.  ini])urity  of  the  l)lood  could  not  be  changed 
by  it  in  season  to  be  of  avail.  When  it  assumed  a 
malignant  form,  as  it  generally  did  ui)on  its  first 
a])j)earance  in  any  locality,  no  remedy  he  had  used 
had  availed  to  arrest  its  progress.  He  had  employed 

1  diaphoretics,  had  applied  cold  water  to  tlie  throat, 
and  thought  th(!m  to  bo  of  some  use.  He  liad  seen  a 
case  in  consultation  where  the  Iodide  was  used  in 
small  doses,  and  in  which  small  quantities  of  ice  had 
been  allowed  to  dissolve  in  the  throat.  The  treat- 

ment was  successful. 
Dr.  BuA/)EOiu)  gave  the  history  of  a  case  which 

had  come  under  his  own  observation.  A  young  man 
seventeen  years  of  agc^  who  was  attacked  violently  ; 
had  the  peculiar  odor  of  diphtheria,  and  exudation 
extending  all  over  fauces;  gave  large  amount  of 
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anodynes  to  allay  pain.;  used  tincture  Iodine  as  an 
external  application  witli  some  benefit.  The  same 
exudation  invaded  the  bladder,  then  the  bronchia, 
then  alimentary  canal,  and  then  the  lungs  again. — 
Used  tincture  Iodine  about  the  chest,  and  Iodide 
Potash  freely  as  a  gargle,  and  by  the  stomach. — 
Patient  took  no  quinine  or  nourishment  for  five 
weeks  without  injury.  Blisters  were  applied  with 
decided  beneficial  eflFect,  but  the  diphtheritic  deposit 
appeared  upon  the  blistered  surface.  The  case 
proved  fatal,  but  the  only  remedy  that  seemed  to  give 
him  any  relief  was  the  blisters.  In  his  opinion  it  is 
a  disease  of  the  blood,  constitutional.  May  it  not  be 
a  rational  mode  of  treatment  to  divert  the  disease 
from  internal  organs  to  the  surface  ? 

Dr.  Knowles  had  used  blisters  in  the  disease  with 
good  efiect,  and  had  used  the  Iodide  with  some  suc- 

cess in  half  the  strength  mentioned,  and  half  as 
often. 

Dr.  Keith  had  observed  sloughing  to  follow  blis- 
ters, and  his  practice  had  been  to  stimulate  and  sus- 
tain the  powers  of  life  by  the  aid  of  quinine  and 

whiskey. 
Dr.  Woodward  thought  the  diversity  of  treatment 

arose  from  diversity  of  febrile  symptoms  accompa- 
nying the  disease.  It  has  three  forms,  simple,  croapal 

and  malignant.  The  simple  form  nature  will  cure. — 
The  organization  of  the  exudation  constitutes  the 
danger  in  the  second  variety,  and  as  it  generally 
assumes  an  inflammatory  type,  should  be  treated 
with  antiphlogistics,  sedatives,  mercurials,  etc.,  etc. 
In  his  opinion  there  was  no  remedy  superior  to 
calomel  for  deflbrinating  the  blood,  and  preventing 
the  organization  of  the  exudation.  Next  to  that 
stood  the  alkalies,  and  he  combined  them. 

Dr.  Knights  had  seen  something  of  diphtheria  for 
two  years  past,  and  he  had  used  various  remedies  ; 
chlorate  of  i^otash  and  tincture  muriate  of  iron  as  a 
gargle  ;  tincture  Iodine  for  outward  application,  and 
no  other  remedy  had  given  so  much  relief ;  ice  and 
iced  water  to  chest  and  throat  with  marked  success 
in  a  case  where  the  peculiar  membrane  had  formed 
in  nose  and  faucis. 

Address  of  the  President. 

The  discussion  was  arrested  by  the  ̂ rrival  of  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  annual  address  from  the  Pre- 

sident, Dr.  J.  N.  Stiles,  of  Windsor.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  Society  repaired  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 

Representatives,  the  use  of  which  had  been  gene- 
rously tendered  by  the  Legislature  in  session.  The 

hall  was  well  filled  by  a  large  and  appreciative  audi- 
ence, composed  of  medical  gentlemen,  members  of 

the  General  Assembly,  citizens  and  ladies. 
The  speaker  traced  the  history  of  medical  science 

in  early  times,  and  recounted  many  obstacles  that  it 
had  to  encounter  in  some  of  the  earlier  ages.  He 
cited  cases  showing  the  superstitions  that  used  to  be 
cherished  concerning  what  have  since  been  discov- 

ered to  be  great  natural  principles.  Medical  science 
is  common  sense.  Doctors  are  not  born,  but  made. 
The  seventh  son  is  no  more  doctor  than  any  other. 
He  then  proceeded  at  length  to  examine  many  of 

the  popular  errors  and  superstitions  of  the  day,  and 
applied  to  them  the  test  of  common  sense.  Wher- 

ever there  is  a  physical  defect  there  is  a  cause. 
The  mission  of  the  physician  is  to  remove  the 

cause  of  disease,  and  let  nature  do  the  rest.  Nature 
will  cure,  but  must  sometimes  have  aid. 
When  we  contemplate  the  complexity  of  the 

human  system,  we  are  struck  with  astonishment 
that  a  harp  of  so  many  strings  can  be  kept  in  tune 60  long. 
The  Doctor  then  commented  upon  some  of  the 

medical  imis  of  the  day.  The  system  of  steam 
doctoring,  the  Thomsonian  system,  hydropathy, electicism,  homoeopathy.  The  latter  is  regarded  by the  medical  profession  as  a  tissue  of  absurdities. 

The  science  of  medicine,  cohtinued  the  speaker,  is 
the  greatest  in  the  world.  It  goes  everywhere,  afi'ects 

everybody,  and  draws  from  all  nature.  Its  motto  is, 
to  draw  truth  from  whatever  source  it  can. 

He  alluded  to  the  important  work  it  is  doing  now, 
in  healing  the  wounds  made  by  the  great  rebellion. 
And  in  conclusion,  he  characterized  the  rebellion  as 
an  outrage  upon  law,  science  and  common  sense, 
and  predicted  its  speedy  overthrow. 

Second  Day. 

The  Society  met  at  9  A.  M.  Dr.  Emmons  gave  a 
report  of  his  attendance  as  delegate  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  which  held  its  meeting  at  Chi- 

cago, in  June  last. 
Dr.  Welch,  delegate  to  the  Medical  College  at 

Burlington,  made  a  report  of  his  attendance  upon 
the  examination  at  that  institution.  He  found  some 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  when,  and  where,  the  ex- 

amination was  to  take  place,  and  was  treated  with 
apparently  marked  neglect  by  the  faculty  of  the 
school.  He  spoke  in  very  complimentary  terms  of 
the  examination,  and  said,  after  he  had  arrived  in 
the  room  where  the  examination  was  held,  he  was 
treated  civilly  and  politely  enough  ;  and  some  mem- 

bers of  the  faculty  had  since  assured  him  that  the 
neglect  was  accidental  and  not  intentional. 

Dr.  Chandler  had  conversed  with  some  members 
of  the  Medical  College,  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  faculty  were  disposed  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  the  Society. 

[To  our  minds  the  true  method  of  cultivating 
friendly  relations  between  the  Society  and  the  Medi- 

cal College  is  to  abolish  the  office  of  delegates  to 
that  institution,  and  undertake  to  exercise  no  censor- 

ship over  its  examinations,  or  its  aflfairs.  The  Med- 
ical College  is  full-grown,  and  its  professors  are  well 

qualified  to  decide  as  to  the  proper  qualifications  (3f 
those  who  present  themselves  for  graduation.] — Rep. 

A  committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
county  represented  was  appointed  to  fix  upon  the 
place  for  the  semi-annual  meeting. 

Drs.  O.  P.  Edson,  of  Chester,  J.  B.  Crandall,  of 
Barre,  B.  P.  Sutton,  of  Stowe,  and  Albert  Barrows, 
of  Stowe,  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Rublee  presented  a  patient  before  the  Society 
for  examination,  Mr.  Collins,  from.  Troy.  The  dis- 

ease was  amaurosis  and  cataract,  and  the  patient 
was  totally  blind  of  the  right  eye  and  nearly  blind 
with  the  left. 

Adjourned  to  2  o'clock. 
Afternoon.— The  Nominating  Committee  reported 

the  following  list  of  officers  and  delegates,  which 
were  elected  by  the  Society : 

OFFICERS. 
President— P.  D.  Bradford. 
Vice  President— 0.  F.  Fassett. 
Recording  Secretary — J.  S.  Richmond. 
Corresponding  Secretary— D.  R.  Storey. Librarian  and  Treasurer- Charles  Clarli. 
Executive  ComBiittee— G.  B.  Bullard,  S.  Putnam,  E.  F. 

Upham. Committee  on  Admission  of  Members — D.  W.  Blanchard, H.  L.  Rodman. 
Committee  on  Printing— H.  F.  Stevens,  C.  B.  Chandler, A.  C.  Welch. 
Delegates  to  Burlington  Medical  College— J.  M.  Stiles,  E.  A. 

Knight. 
Delegates  to  New  Hampshire  Medical  Sotiety— E.  A.  Knight, C.  A.  Sperry. 
Delegates  to  New  Tork  Medical  Society— H.  Stevens,  W. '  McCollum. 

I  Deledates  to  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society— G.  B.  Bullard, I  W.  M.  Huntington. 
I  Delegates  to  Connecticut  Medical  Society- D.  Woodward, 
I  C.  B.  Chandler. Delegates  to  Massachusetts  Medical  Society— C.  M.  Rublee, 
!  Earl  Cushman. 
I     Delegates  to  Maine  Jfedical  Society— W.  F.  Blanchard,  N. 
H.  Knowles.  » Committee  to  assist  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Compiling  the 

!  Registration  Report— H.  F.  Stevens,  Charles  Allen. 
Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association— R.  Russ, 

C.  P.  Frost,  S.  W.  Thayer,  H.  F.  Stevens,  L.  E.  Simonds,  J.  S. 
I  Richmond,  Lewis  Emmons,  Charles  S.  Downs,  J.  M.  Stiles, 
j  William  M.  Huntington,  B.  F.  Morgan,  E.  A.  Knight,  S.  C. I  Butler. 
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The  Committee  to  fix  time  and  place  of  semi- 
annual meetinir  reported,  recommending  the  third 

"Wednesday  of  June  next,  at  Middlebury  :  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Levi  Bi  rton,  of  Topsham.  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Frost  read  a  report  of  examinations  made  in 
the  Second  Congressional  District  of  Vermont,  show- 
ins:  the  measuremeuT  of  the  chests  of  conscripts  ex- 

amined, their  height,  etc. 
Dr.  Fassett  was  called  upon,  and  made  a  report 

on  the  epidemics  of  the  State,  especially  in  Franklin 
county,  which  the  Society  listened  to  with  great  plea- 
sure. 

Interesting  remarks  were  made  respecting  various 
diseases,  and  remedies. 

Dr.  Fro-st  moved  that  the  following  persons  be 
appointed  to  prepare  papers  on  the  various  diseases 
incident  to  their  own  localities,  to  be  read  at  the 
next  anniuil  meeting  : 

Dr.  Fa!->etr.  Fniuklia  ;  Rodinau,  Wiadsor ;  Upham,  Orange  ; 
BuUavd.  Caledonia  ;  Cushmau,  Essex  ;  Blanchard,  Orleans  ; 
Bradford,  Washiugtou  ;  Morgan,  Lamoille  :  Hyde,  Grand  Isle  : 
Carpenter.  Clnttendeii  ;  Hopkins,  Addison  :  E.  N.  S.  Morgan, 
Bennington  :  Pond,  Kutland. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  return  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  to  the  General  Assembly  for  their  cour- 

tesy in  allowing  the  Society  the  use  of  the  Represen- 
tatives" Hall,  and  to  Fvailroads  for  the  courtesy  of half-fare  tickets. 

The  following  order  of  business  for  the  next  semi- 
annual meeting  was  reported  and  adopted  :  * 

First  Day. 
Forenoon    Reception  of  new  members,  and  con- 

tinuation of  the  discussion  of  epidemic  fever. 
Afternoon  -  Rheumatis;v.  and  pneumonia. 

Second  Day. 
Forenoon  - Ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri. 
Afternoon  -  General  reports  of  cases,  and  remarks and  criticisms. 
The  President  was  instructed  to  appoint— and 

notify  them  of  the  appointment — members  to  pre- 
pare-and  present  to  the  semi-annual  meeting  papers 

:)n  subjects  to  l>e  designated  by  the  President. 
Adjourned. 

Editorial  Department. 

The  K"ew  Metal  Indium. 

Periscope 

Children's  Arms  and  Legs. 
A  distinguished  physician  who  died  some  yeais 

since  in  Paris,  declared  :  "  1  believe  that  during  the 
twenty^ix  years  that  I  have  practiced  my  profession 
in  this  city,  tmenty  thonmnd  children  have  been  carried 
If  tlie  cenieterios  a  sacrifice  to  the  absurd  custom  of 
•  :<p<j-;iig  tijeir  arms  naked." 

Put  tlie  bulb  of  a  thermometer  in  a  baby's  mouth, 
the  im;rcury  ri.sec  tf)90  degrees.  Now  carry  the  samu 
\'.  it.-*  linle  ham!  :  if  tiie  arm  l)e  bare  and  the  evening 
'  ool.  the  niercury  will  bink  to  40  degrees.  Of  course 
ill  the  blf»od  tliai  flows  through  those  arms  must  fall 
from  -iO  to  40  degreeb  l)(;low  the  temperature  of  the 
liearl.  Nijed  I  t<ay,  when  these  currents  of  blood 
!low  l>ack  into  tl)e  chest  the  cliiUPs  vitality  must  l»e 
more  or  lesiJ  compromised  {  And  need  I  add  tliat  we 
'  iirhf  nr»i  to  l)e  surprised  at  its  frequent  recurrinir 
itreciion  of  the  loiiguc,  lliroat,  tr  stomach  I  I  have 

.-•  en  more  than  one  child  with  hal)itual  cough/and 
.'iars«'n»t!*»,  (liokini;  with  mu*H8,  entirely  and  per- 
JuaneTiily  relieved  by  simply  keeping  the  hands  and 
imih  wa'm.  Every  observing  and  progressive 
•hysician  has  daily  opportunities  of  witnessing  the -aine  cure. 

In  some  investigations  in  regard  to  the  source  of 
the  new  metal  thallium,  MM.  F.  Reisch  and  Th. 
RiCHTER  examined  some  ores  at  the  Smelting  Works, 
at  Freiburgh.  Saxony.  These  ores  consisted  of  py- 

rites, mispickel,  blende ;  and  galena,  with  earthy 
matter,  silica,  manganese,  copper,  and  minute  quan- 

tities of  tin  and  cadmium.  The  ores  were  roasted 
to  expel  the  greater  part  of  the  sulphur  and  arsenic  ; 
then  mixed  with  hydrochloric  acid,  evaporated  to 
dryness,  and  distilled.  The  impure  chloride  of  zinc 
thus  obtained  was  examined  before  the  spectroscope 
for  thallium.  No  thallium  line  was  found  :  but,  in- 

stead, an  indigo-blue  line,  entirely  new,  and  different 
from  that  produced  by  any  known  substance.  Messrs. 
Reisch  and  Richter  succeeded  in  preparing  this 
new  substance,  in  the  forms  of  chloride,  hydrated 
oxide,  and  of  the  pure  metal.  Upon^examiuing  this 
substance  before  the  spectroscope,  '  slightly  mois- tened with  hydrochloric  acid,  the  blue  line  was 
found  so  sharp,  distinct,  and  permanent,  that  they 
no  longer  hesitated  in  pronouncing  it  a  new  element, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  indium.  The  blue 
line  is  much  more  refrangible  than  the  blue  line  of 
strontium,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  much  fainter  line 
than  this,  of  greater  refrangibiliiy,  which  approaches, 
yet  does  not  quite  reach  the  potassium  line.  Only  a 
few  chemical  properties  are  at  present  known,  that 
can  be  stated  with  certainty.  They  are  as  follows, 
viz  : 

1.  The  chloride  is  not  precipitated  by  hydro-sul- 
phuric acid. 2.  Ammonia  precipitates  from  the  chloride  the  hy- 
drated oxide. 

3.  The  dry  chloride  absorbs  water  with  avidity, 
and  deliquesces. 

4.  The  chloride  fused  on  charcoal  with  soda,  leads 
a  lead-gray  globule  of  metal,  very  soft  and  ductile. 

5.  The  metal  heated  alone  on  charcoal  gives  a 
yellow  coating,  which,  upon  being  moistened  with 
nitrate  of  cobalt.  2:ives  no  characteristic  reaction. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices, 

Sanitary  Commission.  Remarks  on  Hemorrhage 
from  wounds  and  the  best  means  of  arresting  it. 
By  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  etc..  New 
York:  Ausou  D.  F.  Randolph,  1863. 
Experience  is  the  cream  of  life.  It  is  the  result 

of  acute  thought,  sound  judgment  and  clear  intel- 
lectuality. Time  alone  can  produce  an  "old" 

surgeon ;  and  if  he  has  meditated  and  philoso- 
phized, a  rich  harvest  rewards  the  trouble.  Such 

is  Dr.  Mott.  "Facile  princeps."  The  present  pro- 
duction is  a  compendious  account  of  the  many 

causes  of  hemorrhage  to  be  met  with  in  war,  and 
particularly  the  various  methods  of  arresting  the 
How  of  blood.  Four  diagrams,  peculiarly  compre- 

hensible to  the  young  surgeon,  explain  tlie  relative 
anatomy  of  the  femoral  artery,  bracliial  artery  and 
their 'respective  courses.  The  proper  localities  to 
seek  in  presstire.  and  when  to  employ  lint,  etc., 
are  also  discussed.  Besides  a  new  improved  i  and 
the  best)  Tourni(iuet,  invented  by  Alex.\nder  B. 
Mott,  M.  D.,  is  engraved.  This  Instrument  is 
cheap,  easily  used,  readily  applied  by  the  wounded 
soldier  himself,  and  combines  facilities  never  be- 

fore employed,  with  durability  of  texture  Let  us 
cherish  the  aphorisms  of  one,  who  understands  the 
rare  principle  of  growing  old  gracefully,  and,  when 
he  speak.s,  attend  to  tiie  dicta  of  ripe  knowledge. 

S.  W.  F. 
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PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  7,  1863. 

PREMIUMS  FOR  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  oflfer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better  i 

mitted  have  stumps  which  require  surgical  treat- 
ment before  artificial  limbs  can  be  adapted. 

We  had  recently  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  a 
number  of  the  cases,  and  remarked  the  singular 
and  irregular  appearance  presented  by  many  of 
the  stumps.  Some  are  conical  to  an  extreme ; 
others  have  pendulous  clubbed  extremities,  and 
many  are  furrowed  and  very  uneven.  Caries  and 
necrosis  was  apparent  in  a  number  of^the  stumps. 

advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub 
scribers  will  add  One  Dollar's  worth  of  books  to  \  These  unfavorable  conditions  are  probably  in  som 
their  libraries  hereaftfr,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  uith  the  subscription  mon'y  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  pul?lished  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

instances  attributable  to  fault  in  the  operation,  but 

are  perhaps  more  frequently  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culties attending  the  after  treatment,  the  jolting  in 

ambulances,  frequent  removals,  and  other  causes 

which  impede  the  union  of  the  amputated  sur- 
faces. The  scorbutic  taint,  exhaustion  from  fatigue 

and  exposure,  and  occasionally  hospital  gangrene, 

have  also  been  causes  of  delayed  healing  and  de- 

fectively shaped  stumps.  The  Surgeon-in-charge 
expressed  to  us  as  the  result  of  his  extended 

observation  of  stumps,  his  conviction  of  the  ad- 

vantage of  fap  operations  as  regards  the  formation 
of  well  shaped  stumps,  particularly  for  their  fitness 

^for  the  reception  of  artificial  limbs.  He  also  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  amputations  with  the 

double  flap  resulted  in  the  best  formed  stumps. 
The  orthopaedic  treatment  of  deformities  of  joints I 

I  in  the  hospital  is  by  tenotomy  and  extension  by 

THE  I  "'^^^^^      weights  or  the  screw.    We  noticed  one 
!  successful  case  in  which  brisement  force  with  ten- 

The  Military  Hospital  at  Sixty-fifth  and  Vine  j  otomy  had  cured  an  anchylosed  and  greatly  con- 

streets.  Twenty-fourth  Ward,  Philadelphia,  under  i  tracted  hip  joint.    There  was  also  a  case  in  which 

U.   S.   MILITARY  HOSPITAL 
MAIMED. 

FOR 

the  charge  of  Dr.  R.  J.  Levis,  Acting  Surgeon 
U.  S.  A.,  is  specially  devoted  to  the  reception  of 
the  maimed  and  for  cases  of  deformities  which  are 

amenable  to  orthopaedic  treatment. 

The  institution  is  a  highly  interesting  one,  pre- 
senting in  an  appalling  array  of  cases  evidence  of 

the  havoc  of  war  in  mutilating  the  human  frame, 
and  the  object  of  palliating  their  condition  seems 

to  be  effectively  accomplished  through  s'urgical 

Chopart's  operation  had  been  performed  on  the 
field  more  than  a  year  ago,  resulting  in  a  stump 
diseased,  and  from  its  shape  incapable  of  being 
fitted  with  an  artificial  foot.  A  second  amputation, 

just  above  the  ankle,  had  lately  been  performed 
by  Dr.  Levis,  and  the  patient  was  convalescing. 
Resections  of  stumps  have  several  times  been  found 
necessary. 

Drs.  L.  E.  NoRDMAN  and  G.  B.  Boyp  are  the  resi- 

treatment  and  the  compensatory  art  of  supplying  '  dent  surgeons  of  the  hospital. 
artificial  substitutes  for  lost  limbs. 

There  are  now  above  a  hundred  men  in  the  Hos- 

pital who  have  lost  limbs  and  who  are  to  be  sup- 
plied with  artificial  substitutes  through  the  liber- 

ality of  the  government.  Eighty  of  these  soldiers 

have  lost  legs.    Most  of  the  cases  on  being  ad- 

The  artificial  limbs  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Palmer, 

and  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  patients. 
Ease  and  elasticity  of  movement  of  the  limb  is 

accomplished'  in  an  -extraordinary  degree,  and  in 
some  instances  there  is  scarcely  a  noticeable  mi- 

pediment  in  the  walk  of  the  patient. 
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The  Medical  Classes. 

As  we  anticipated,  the  classes  in  the  various 
medical  schools  of  the  country  are  quite  large  this 
winter.  We  learn  that  the  University  of  this  city 
has  over  tour  hundred  matriculants,  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  nearly  four  hundred.  The  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Baltimore  has 
about  a  hundred.  The  New  York  schools  are  also 
in  a  prosperous  condition. 

There  is  no  question  but  ample  room  will  be 
found  for  all  intelligent,  well-informed  gradujriies. 
The  Army,  the  Navy,  the  great  West,  the  South, 
the  East,  the  North — our  great  and  rapidly  grow- 

ing cities— there  is  plenty  of  room  for  good  doctors, 
there  is  no  room  at  all  for  indifferent  ©nes.  We 
have  fallen  upon  times  that  will  call  out  the  better 
qualities  of  students,  and  have  the  tendency  to 
elevate  the  status  of  our  profession. 

the  part  of  the  distressed  and  excited  friends,  I 
Bucceeded.  I  gave  her  over  a  pound  of  ice  of  rain 
water  in  the  course  of  two  hours.  It  acted  like  a 
charm,  and  although  I  had  anticipated  piyalism  on 
account  of  the  mercurial  given,  yet  it  did  not  produce 
that  effect.  The  patient  convalesced  so  rapidly  that 
I  and  all  that  were  present  were  astonished.  This 
case  I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Backhoi  se,  of  Snyder  Co., 
and  to  Dr.  Whitman,  of  Halifax.  Dauphin  Co.,  before 

I  saw  Dr.  W.  N.  Cote's  remarks  on  ice,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria.  I  have  tried  it  since  with 

marked  advantage.  My  after  treatment  was  quinine,, 
and  chlorate  of  potash  in  a  syrup  of  acacia  and  white 

sugar. Jacob  Bitter,  M.  D. 

Liverpool,  Fa.,  Oct.  23.  1S63. 

Correspondence, 

DOMESTIC. 

Valuable  Properties  for  Sale. 
We  would  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 

notices  in  our  advertising  columns  of  valuable 
properties  for  sale.  One  of  these  locations  is  an 
excellent  one  for  a  Physician,  and  the  other  for  a 
Druggist.  The  prices  are  low,  the  terms  easy, 
and  the  locations  good.  For  further  particulars 
inquiry  may  be  made  at  this  office,  or  of  Mr. 
TowNSEXD,  123^  South  Fourth  Street. 

Ice  in  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria. 
Editor  Medicaj.  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

I  would  not  say  that  ice  is  a  prophylactic  against 
diphtheria,  uor  would  I  say  that  it  is  an  infallible 
specific.  But  I  agree  with  Dr.  W.  N.  Cote,  that  it 
feh»uld  be  more  frequently  resorted  to,  it  being  of 
value  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria.  In  the  first 
week  of  March  last,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young  lady 
of  sixteen  years  of  age,  Miss  E.  K.,  of  this  place,  who 
had  been  very  ill  with  diphtheria  for  some. forty-eight 
hours.  It  had  assumed  the  malignant  asthenic  form. 
The  tonsils,  parotid  glands  and  throat  were  so  much 
swollen  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  she  could 
bwallow.  There  was  considerable  heat  about  the 
head  and  breast,  whilst  the  extremities  were  cold.  I 
at  once  ordered  mustard  to  the  feet,  and  cauterized 
the  throat  with  a  solution  of  caustic,  freely  applied 
iodine  ointment  to  the  throat  and  chest.  I  also  gave  a 
mixture  of  blue  mass,  chlorate  of  potash,  tinct.  of 
f.elladonna,  acacia,  and  white  sugar,  continued  tbia 
^luring  the  night,  but  to  no  manifest  benefit. 

I  then  propoted  ice,  and  after  eome  opposition  on 

Army  and  Navy  News, 

Ordered  to  Report. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Alfred  TVooJhull,  U.  S.  A.,  has  \jeeu  or- 

d«red  to  report  in  person  without  delay  to  Surgeon  Charles- 
Sutherland,  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director,  Department  of  Tirginia 
and  North  Carolina,  at  Fort  Monroe,  Ta. 

As-istant  Surgeon  C.  C  Lee,  U.S.A.,  now  on  duty  in  the 
Donilas  Hospital,  ba*?  been  ordered  to  report  in  person  10  the 
Surgeon-General.  U.  S.  A.,  to  relieve  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  T. 
Whrttingbam;  U.  S.  A. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Cyrus  Bacon,  U.  S.  A.,  will  report  in  per- 
son ^ithcur  delay  to" Surgeon  J.  Simpson,  U.  S.  A,  Medical Director,  at"  Baltimore,  for  duty.  As  soon  as  his  health  will permit,  A-fistant  Surgeon  Cyrus  Bacon  will  rejoin  his  staticn. 

in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Surgeon  £.  F.  Bates,  TJ.  S.  T.,  has  been  relieved  from  duty  as 

a  merober  of  the  Army  Medical  Board  for  the  examination  of 
Assistant  Surgeons  of  Vslunteers,  now  in  session  in  Washing- 
tou,  D.  C  ani  Surgeon  Thomas  Antisell.  U.  S.  V.,  has  been 
assiinel  to  duty  as  a  member  of  said  Board  in  bis  place.  On 
being  relieved.  Surgeon  Bates  will  resume  his  duties  at  the 
Carver  Hospital,  near  this  city. 

Surgeon  H.  S.  Hewit,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  ordered  to  proceed 
"fvithrut  delay  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  report  to  the  Medi- cal Director,  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  fjr  duty. 

Discharges. 
Upon  [the  recommendation  of  a  board  of  cffi-cers,  instiiufed 

by  Special  Orders  No.  294,  July  3, 1863.  from  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's  Offise.  the  fjllowing  officers  are  hereby  discharged  from the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  on  account  of  physical  disa- 

bility, with  condition  that  they  shall  receive  no  final  payments 
'  UB<il  they  have  satisfied  the  Pay  Department  th:«t  they  are  not indebted  to  the  Government:  Surgeon  J.  P.  Wilson,  Sixth 
Michigan  Cavalry;  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  R.  Fitch.  £igbty- .  second  New  York  Vols. 

Assistant  Surgeon  B.  F.  Brownfield.  Third  Pennsylvania 
Heavy  Artillery,  having  be^^n  c-xamined  by  a  board  of  medicaL \  officers,  and  an  adverse  report  thereof,  in  his  case,  having  been 

I  approved  by  the  President,  is  hereby  discharged  from  the  ser- I  vice  of  the  United  States. 
I     By  direction  of  the  President.  Assistant  Surgeon  R.  L.  Braden, 
U.  S.  v.,  is  hereby  discharged  frc^m  the  service  of  the  Unitrd 

,  States,  on  account  of  physical  disability. 
'  By  direction  of  the  President.  Surgeon  W.  W.  Holmes.  U.  S.  V., 
is  h-reby  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 

,  States,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders  No.  100,  August  11, 
1SO.0,  from  the  War  Department. 
,  Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  board  cf  oflScers.  instituted 
by  Special  Orders  No.  294,  July  3d,  1563,  from  the  Adjutant- 
(J'-neral  s  Office,  Assistant  Supgeon  J.  H.  Hassenpflug.  109th 
Pennsylvania  Vols.,  has  been  honorably  discharged  fri  m  the 
siTvice  of  the  United  States,  with  condition  that  be  shall  re- 

ceive no  final  payment  until  he  has  satisfied  the  Pay  Depart- 
■  ment  tlvat  he  is  not  indebted  to  the  Government. 

Dismissed. 
By  direction  of  the  President,  Assistant  Surgeon  G.  McFar- 

land.  Seventh  lilinoi-  Volunteers,  has  t>een  dismissed  from  the service  of  the  United  States. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Henry  Rockwood,  Fifteenth  Regiment, 

'  Masgachusetl*  Volunteers,  tried  for  conduct  unbecoming  an I  officer  and  a  gentleman,  and  conduct  prejudicial  to  good  order> 
and  military  di.-cipline  :  found  guilty  of  the  charges,  and  f^en- 

;  tencwj  U)  be  dis^miteed  from  the  military  service  of  the  United. 
States.   (G.  0.  i9,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Sept. 14,1863.)  ^ 
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Leave  of  Absence. 
Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  has  been  granted  to  Acting 

Assistant  Sur2;eon  M.  A.  Booth,  TJ.  S.  A. 
Leave  of  ab-ence  for  twenty  days  has  been  granted  AsMstant 

Surgeon  A.  Waterhouse,  7  th  Maine  Vols.,  on  surgeons' certifi- cate of  disability. 
Leave  of  absence  for  ten  days  has  been  granted  to  Assistant 

SurgeoQ  C.  M.  Worthingt.m,  U.  S.  V. 
Leave  of  ahpence  has  been  granted  to  Surgeon  D.  Baguley, 

1st  Virginia  Vols.,  for  twenty  days. 
Surtreon  S.  D.  Freeman,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  granted  leave  to 

visit  his  home  on  important  private  busioess. 
Reported  for  Duty. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Joel  Morse,  7th  U.  S  Colored  Troops,  has 
reported  for  duty  with  his  regiment  at  the  Birney  Barraclis, Baltimore,  Md. 

Surgeon  Joseph  R.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  has  arrived  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  has  relieved  Surgeon  J.  C.  Wiiitehiil,  U.  S.  V.,  as  Med- 

ical Director  of  the  Army  of  Arkansas'. 
Surgeon  J.  A.  Lidell,  U.  S.  V.,  has  returned  from  leave  and 

resumed  charge  of  the  Stanton  Hospital,  VVashiugton,  D.  C. 
,  Captured. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Spears,  3d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  was  cap- tured by  the  rebels  at  Cr;iwfish  Springs,  Georgia. 
Boards  of  Examiners. 

A  board  of  ofScers  to,  consist  of  Lieut  -Col.  Coolidge  Medical 
Inspector  U.  S.  A.,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Oscar  V.  Dfiyton,  Invalid 
Corps,  is  hei-eby  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  examining  all 
convalescent  patients  and  enlisted  men  on  duty  in  gent^ral  hos- 

pitals and  convalescent  camps,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
the  invalid  corps,  and  of  de.signating  to  the  Surgeon  in  charge 
those  men  who  are  fit  for  duty  or  proper  .euhjerts  of  discharge 
in  accordance  with  General  Orders  No.  308,  War  De]>irtmi-nt, 
1863.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  the  Board  will  visit 
such  hospitals  and  convalescent  camps  as  the  Provost-Marshal- 
General  may  fri^m  time  to  time  direct,  and  will  be  governed  by his  Orders  and  instructions. 

A  board  of  officers  to  consist  of  Surgef^n  "VVilliam  J.  Sloan, U.  S.  A.;  Captain  R.  C.  Morgan,  Assistunt  Quartermaster  of 
Volunteers;  and  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  S.Gouhy,  U.  S.  A., 
will  assemble  at  New  York  City  as  soon  as  practicable,  for  the 
purpose  of  exam-ning  and  reporting  upon  what  portion  of  the 
pniilic  properly  at  McD 'Ugall  Ho.-pital,  at  Fort  Schuyler,  New 
York,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  De  Camp  General  Ilo-^pital, 
Davids'  Island,  New  York.  The  junior  member  will  record  the proceedings. 

Awaiting  Orders. 
Permission  to  remain  in  New  York  City,  waiting  orders,  has 

been  granted  to  Surgeon  Linoolu  R.  Sfone.  o4th  Mass.  Vols. 
The  verbal  orders  given  Surareon  James  II.  Thompson,  12th 

Maine  Vols.,  by  the  Surgeon  General,  to  await  orders  in  Wash- 
ington City,  have  been  confirmed. 

Resigned. 
The  resignations  of  Surgeons  Wm.  11.  Church  and  J.  II. 

Wvthes,  U.  S.  v.,  have  been  accepted  by  the  Pre-siuent  to  take 
effect  October  20,  1863. 

Detached  and  Ordered  to  Report. 
Surgeon  A.  T.  Augusta,  7th  J-tegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troop.?, 

has  been  detaclied  from  his  regiment  a»d  ordi-red  to  report  in 
person  without  delay  to  Col.  Wm.  Birue.v,  2d  U.  S  (Colored 
Troops  Recruiting  and  Mustering  Officer,  for  duty  as  F/X.imiu- 
iug  burgeon  at  the  Recruiting  Rendezvous  for  Colored  Tioops, 
at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Assigned  to  Duty. 
Surgeon  G.  F.  French,  U.  S.  V.,  ha<  been  assigned  to  duty  in 

General  Hospital  No.  3.  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
The  '20th  and  2lst  Army  Corps  having  been  con.i^olidated  into the  4th  Army  Corps,  Surgeon  A.  J.  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  V.,  late  Medi- 

cal Director  of  the  2lst,  has  been  assigned  10  duty  as  Medical 
Director  of  the  new  Corps 

Surgoon  E.  F.  Sanger,  U.  S.  V.,  has  arriA'e  I  in  New  Orleans, and  been  assigned  to  duty  in  the  field  with  ihe  IDth  Army 
.Corps. 

Surgeon  J.  C.  D.alton,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  a<5signed  to  duty  as 
Attending  Surgeon  on  sicK  and  wounded  ofliccrs  of  volunteers, 
aud  as  Medical  Direct  or  of  Tran.'^portatioii  1.1  New  York  Cay. 

Surg"on  R.  H.  Gilbert,  U  S.  V.,  ha.-^  been  a.>jsigued  to  duty  in the  oflice  ot  the  Medical  Director,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Contract  Physicians. 

Medical  Purveyors  have  been  ordered  not  to  pay  Contract 
Pliysioians  upon  termination  of  contract,  until  they  iiresent  a 
r.otifioition  from  the  Surgeon-Geuerars  Office  of  thefiual  settle- ment of  their  accounts. 

Naval  Orders. 
Surg.  Benj.  F.  Gibbs,  detached  from  the  naval  hospital  at 

Pensiicola  ai  d  ordered  to  the  Ossipee. 
Surg.  F.  J.  Turner,  detached  from  the  Ossipee  aud  ordered  to 

the  naval  hospital  at  Pensaoola,  Florida. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Edward  Kersbner,  ordered  to  the  New Ironsides. 
Assistant  Surgeon  A .  B.  Judson,  detached  from  the  New  Iron- sides and  ordered  to  the  Nantucket. 
Assi.'^tant  Surgeon  F.  M.  Weld,  detached  from  the  Nantucket and  ordered  to  the  Wabash. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Walter  B.  Dick,  detached  from  the  Pensa- 

cola  and  ordered  to  re'  urn  north. 
Assistant  Surgeon  James  S.  Knight,  detached  from  the  West 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  and  ordered  north. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  H.  Jones,  detached  from  the  naval 

hospital  at  Norfolk  and  oj-dered  to  the  Pensacola. 
Assistant  Surgeon  V.  Whitney,  defached  from  the  navy  hos- 

pital at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  ordered  to  the  West  Gulf  IBlock- 
ading  Squadron. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  M.  Flint,  detached  from  the  Chocura, 
and  awaiting  orders. 

Pa^.sed  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  H.  Burbank,  ordered  to  the 
naval  hospital  at  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Somerset  Robinson,  ordered  to  the 
navy  yard  at  New  York. Passed  Assistant  Sargeon  John  P.  Quinn,  ordered  to  the 
riaval  ho.'-pital  at  Noi'folk. 

Passed  Examination. 
Assistant  Surijeons  J.  J.  Cleborne,  Job  Corbin,  Jno.  C.  Speer, 

Cbas.  H.  Burbank,  Ilenrj'  C.  Nelson,  Somerset  Robinson,  and John  P  Quinn,  have  passed  an  examination  and  are  promoted 
to  the  grade  of  passed  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy. 

Private  Physicians  under  Contract. 
CCircnlar  No.  21.)    Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington, 

D.  C  ,  October  1,  IS'^S.  The  following  instructions,  concerning 
the  manner  of  making  out  the  "Accounts  of  Private  Ph}'sician.s 
under  Contract,"  are  issued  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  : 1st.  Accounts  must  be  made  out  for  periods  of  one  or  more 
complete  months,  commencing  with  the  date  of  entry  upon 
service.  No  account  embracing  fractional  periods  of  a  month 
will  receive  attention,  unless  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the 
account  either  tDat  the  station  of  the  physician  has  been 
changed  or  his  coutract  annirlled. 

2d.  Officers  certifying  to  accounts  of  a  "private  physician 
under  contract,"  must  give  their  ofiicial  title,  and  state  ex- plicitly the  capacity  in  which  they  are  serving  ;  otherwise 
their  authority  to  make  such  a  certificate  may  be  questioned. 
E.  g.,  A  B.,  ;?urgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge   General  Ho-s'- pital.  C.  D.,  Surg.  Vols.,  Medical  Director,  1st  Division,  2d 
Army  Corps.  E.  F. ,  Col.  40th  Ohio  Vols.,  Commanding  Post, 
Garrison,  or  Regiment. 

3d.  The  Hospital,  Post,  Regiment,  or  Camp  in  which  the 
services  are  rendered,  must  be  explicitly  stated,  and  the 
strength  of  the  command  also  noted. 

4th.  When  accounts  are  certified  to  by  a  Line  Ofiicer,  com- 
manding a  Post,  Regiment,  or  Camp,  they  must  be  tran.^mitted 

to  this  Office,  through  the  Department  xMedical  Director,  aud 
receive  his  approval.  '  , .otli.  The  mere  approval  of  an  account  will  not  secrare  its 
passage  through  the  Treasury.  The  signature  of  the  certifying 
officer  must  be  placed  in  the  blank  space  immediately  below 
the  certificate,  aud  not,  as  now  frequently  occurs,  iu  some 
other  part  of  the  account,  thus  leaving  the  certificate  unsigned. 6th.  The  dates  between  whicli  the  services  are  rendered 
must  be  accurately  stated  Both  the  initial  and,  final  day  are 
counted  ;  thus,  from  "  August  20,  1863,  to  September  20,  1863, 
inclusive,"  is  not  one  month,  but  one  month  and  one  day.  It 
should  read,  "from  August  2),  1863,  to  September  19,  1863, 
inclusive,"  being  one  mouth. 7th.  When  instruments  are  furnished  to  a  Contract  Phy.'sician 
by  a  Medical  Purveyor,  the  kind,  aud  cost  price  thereof,  are  to 
be  reported  by  the  Medical  Purveyor  to  this  office.  The  cost 
price  is  tlieu  deducted  from  the  first  account  for  services  ren- dered subsequent  to  such  reports.  The  instruments  then 
become  the  private  property  of  the  Contract  Phy.siciau.  and 
are  iu  no  case  to  be  turued'hack  to  a  Purveyor  or  other  officer without  the  written  order  of  this  office. 

8th.  Wlien  a  Contract  Physician  has  been  absent  from  duty 
the  certifying  ofiicer  must  state  the  reason  and  duration  thereo;". Contract  Physicians  are  requested  to  use  the  blank  printed 
accounts  furnished  by  this  office;  an  abundant  supjrly  o 
which  will  be  issued  to  every  hospital,  post,  &c..  on  the  re. 
qnest  of  the  Surgeon  in  Charge  or  CommaDding  Officer. 

Contract  Physicians,  who  desire  it,  can  have  their  certificates 
made  i)ayable  to  any  person  besides  themselves,  by  simply 
endorsing  on  the  face  of  the  account : 

"  Pay  to  the  order  of  . 
(Signature,)  , 

''Acting  Ass't  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.'' The  certificate  will  then  be  made  out,  in  accordance  with 
such  order,  and  the  payee  has  only  to  prove  his  imleutity  iu 
order  to  receive  the  money. 

The  nunierou.s  aud  embarrassing  delay.?  in  this  class  of  ac- 
counts almudautly  prove  that  too  great  care  cannot  be  exer- 

cised, both  by  the  certifying  utlicer  aud  the  physician  iu  whoso 
name  the  account  is  rendered. JOS.  K.  BARNES, 

Acting  Surgeon  Gener  al. 
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Report  on  Exemptions. 
Provost  Marshal  General's  Office,  ) Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  19,  1863.  ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  informa- 
tion certain  general  facts  connected  with  the  draft  as 

shoAvn  by  reports  made  up  to  this  time. 
The  machinery  for  executing  the  Enrollment  Act 

is  in  complete  working  order.  The  law  as  it  stands 
cannot  be  made  to  develop  the  entire  military  strength 
of  the  nation,  and  the  execution  of  it  has  been 
rendered  exceedingly  difficult  by  the  eflbrts  made  in 
various  ways  to  resist  or  evade  it,  or  to  escape  from 
its  operation. 

Its  fruits,  therefore,  are  not  as  abundant  as  they 
will  be  from  a  perfected  law  and  more  thoroughly 
established  system  of  executing  it.  All  the  advan- 

tages, however,  which  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected  from  the  law  are  accruing. 

Its  general  principles  distribute  the  burdens  of 
military  service  fairly  among  those  liable  to  bear 
them,  but  there  is  perhaps  more  generosity  than 
Justness  in  some  of  its  humane  provisions.  With 
certain  modifications,  which  can  readily  be  made  by 
Congress,  the  military  strength  of  the  country  may, 
by  the  direct  and  indirect  operation  of  this  act,  be 
surely  and  cheaply  brought  into  the  field. 

Several  of  the  western  States  have  not  been  sub- 
jected to  the  present  draft  on  account  of  the  excess 

of  volunteers  heretofore  furnished,  and  from  the 
same  cause  the  quotas  in  other  western  Spates  are 
rendered  quite  small ;  the  present  draft  is  therefore 
but  a  partial  one,  and  no  specific  total  was  estab- 

lished as  the  quota  for  it. 
Of  those  drawn  in  the  present  draft,  including  the 

50  per  cent,  additional,  ofjer  80  pei-  cent,  have  reported in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Boards.  Of  the 
20  per  cent,  who  have  not  reported,  many  are  not 
willful  deserters,  being  unavoidably  absent,  at  sea 
and  the  like.    The  deserters  are  being  arrested. 

Of  all  examined  about  30  per  cent,  have  been  ex- 
empted on  account  of  piTnjncal  dimhility^  about  30  j(;er 

cod.  have  been  exempted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  or  found  not  liable  to  mili- 

tary duty  on  account  of  alienage,  unsuitableness  of 
age,  non-residents,  &c.  Those  who  are  not  liable  to 
military  duty,  and  form  no  part  of  national  forces, 
and  therefore  have  been  erroneously  enrolled,  appear 
in  the  general  reports  of  the  Boards  among  those 
trempted,  because  their  non-liability  to  serve  could 
not  be  CJitablished  until  they  came  before  the  Boards. 
The  number  of  exemptions  is  thus  made  to  appear 
much  larirer  than  it  really  is. 

About  40  pe^r  cent,  of  the  men  examined  have  been 
h^ld  1 1  sen-U-e,  and  have  either  entered  the  army  in 
person,  furnislied  substitutes,  or  paid  commutation. 

About  o/ie  tu'lf  of  those  held  to  service  have  paid 
commutation  ;  of  tlie  remainder  about  one  third  have 
{<one  in  person,  and  two  thirds  have  furnished  sub- 

stitutes, and  all  except  a  few  in  transit  and  a  small 
proportion  of  deserters  from  among  the  earlier  sub- 
Hiitutes  accejjtcd  are  in  the  ranks  of  their  regiments 
in  front  of  tlie  enemy.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that 
most  of  those  who  willfully  fail  to  report  and  thus 
become  deserters  are  jibysically  fit  lor  service  ;  if 
tliey  had  been  examined  the  proportion  exempted 
for  physical  disability  would  Ijave  been  reduced  to 
about  ''ih  per  cent.  The  jtrojtortion  of  exemptions wf)uld  be  still  further  reduced  \)y  ]nir;ring  the  enroll- 
iiicnt  lists  h'Jore  draft  of  all  cases  of  manifest  unfit- 

ness and  of  aliens  and  others  not  liable  to  military 
duty,  as  may  be  done  where  this  system  of  raising 
lrfK)p8  is  well  established. 

The  proportions  above  given  are  based  upon  the 
rei»orts  up  to  this  time  from  the  seventy-three  con- 

gressional districts  where  the  draft  has  been  com- 
pleted or  has  most  nearly  api>roached  completion. 

Since  the  present  rebellion  began  about  200,000 
soldiers,  after  entering  service,  have  been  discharged 
on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  It  is  probable that  at  least  one  half  of  them  were  unfit  for  service 
when  received.^  It  may  be  safely  said  that  forty 
millions  of  money  was  uselessly  expended  inhringing 
them  into  the  field,  to  say  nothing  of  their  subsequent 
expense  to  the  Government. 

In  Great  Britain  under  the  system  of  voluntary  en- 
listments the  rejections  average  over  27  per  cent. — 

In  France,  from  1831  to  18-12,  the  average  number  of 
exemptions  annually  was  94,860;  so  that,  to  secure 
the  contingent  of  80,000  men,  174,860  conscripts  were 
annually  examined. 

Of  the  recruits  who  presented  themselves  for  en- 
listment in  our  regular  Army  in  1852,  70  per  cent, 

were  rejected  for  physical  infirmities  exclusive  of 
age  or  stature.  Between  1st  January  and  1st  July 
last  more  than  one  ̂ ^cr?/ were  rejected;  These  were 
men  who  desired  to  be  accepted.  These  proportions 
are  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  less 
than  one  third  of  the  drafted  men  ivho  desire  not 
to  he  accepted  have  been  exempted  on  account  of 
physical  unfitness. There  have  been  but  few  cases  of  incompetency, 
fraud,  neglect,  or  abuse  in  the  examination  of  drafted 
men.  These  men  have  however,  in  many  ways  been 
swindled  by  rogues  having  no  connection  with  the 
Boards  of  Enrollment,  as  for  example,  the  fact  that 
certain  drafted  men  were  physically  unfit  for  service 
has  become  known  to  these  sharpers,  when  it  was 
perhaps  not  known  to  the  men  themselves,  and  they 
have  so  far  imposed  upon  the  ignorance  or  credulity 
of  the  drafted  men  as  to  get  from  them  sums  of 
money  to  secure  an  exemption  to  which  the  rogues 
knew  they  Avere  entitled  and  would  surely  receive, 
and  the  drafted  men  findijjg  themselves  exempted  as 
promised,  have  sometimes  thought  and  given  out 
that  they  secured  exemption  by  bribery  of  drafting 
officers,  whereas  they  were  lec,-ally  entitled  to  exemp- tion and  have  themselves  been  swindled  by  sharpers. 

All  has  been  done  that  seemed  proper  under  exist- 
ing laws-to  check  these  evils,  and  to  meet  properly 

the  few  cases  of  criminality  and  incompetency  which 
have  occurred  among  the  officers  of  this  Bureau, 

All  the  expenditures  up  to  this  time  on  account  of 
this  Bureau,  including  the  enrollment,  draft,  and  pay 
of  officers  aud  persons  connected  with  it,  are  but 
little  over  ?>1, 200,000.  These  expenditures  include 
all  made  on  account  of  the  machinery  which  has 
produced  the  arrest  and  return  of  twenty  thousand deserters. 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  the  draft  up 
to  this  date  is  about  ten  times  as  great  as  all  the  ex- 

penses incurred  on  account  of  the  Enrollment  Act  j 
those  resulting  from  the  New  York  riots  are  not, 
however,  included  in  this  statement,  as  they  are 
more  properly  attributable  to  other  causes  and  other 
persons  than  to  the  draft  or  the  officers  of  this 
bureau. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, James  B.  Fry, 

Provost- .narsLal-General. Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  "War. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals, 
i  Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  13,  1863. 
I  Colonel  : — We  have  the  honor  to  report  the  com- 
i  pletion  of  the  duties  assigned  to  us  by  your  instrac- 
,  tions  of  July  9,  1803,  and  to  submit  for  your  infor- 
j  mation  the  general  results  of  our  examinations  of 
j  soldiers  for  the  invalid  corps. 
[  Our  examinations  have  been  very  thorough,  and 
I  have  extended  to  all  ward-masters,  cooks,  nurses, 
i  clerks,  bakers,  })utcher9,  and  assistant  apothecaries  ; 
j  to  soldiers  in  charu;e  of  commissary,  quartermaster, 
1  and  medical  supplies,  and  to  guards  as  well  as  to 
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convalescent  and  other  patients  not  under  medical 
or  surgical  treatment. 
According  to  the  results  of  the  examinations  the 

soldiers  were  ordered  for  duty  in  their  respective 
regiments,  for  transfer  to  the  first  or  second  battalion 
of  the  invalid  corps,  or  recommended  for  discharge 
from  the  army.  Doubtful  cases  were  ordered  to  be 
retained  in  hospital  for  further  observation  and 
treatment,  the  j^robable  result  m  each  case  being 
indicated  in  the  column  of  remarks  by  the  words 
"Kegiment,"  "  Invalid  Corps,"  or  "Discharge." 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  after  the  thorough  ex- 
amination above  indicated,  if  the  orders  were  carried 

into  effect  immediately  the  hospital  would  be  stripped 
of  all  its  efficient  force,  and  none  (aside  from  oflBL- 
cers)  be  left  except  really  sick  and  those  whose 
wounds  were  not  sufficiently  healed  or  health  suffi- 

ciently restored  to  go  to  duty  or  into  the  invalid 
corps. 

This  difficulty  was  met  in  the  following  manner  : 
the  examinations  and  decisions  were  first  made 
without  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  hospital.  The 
surgeon  in  charge  was  then  invited  to  examine  the 
list  for  the  first  battalion,  invalid  corps,  and  desig- 

nate the  men  who  were  required  for  service  in  the 
hospital,  and  all  men  so  designated  were  at  once 
transferred  to  the  list  for  the  second  battalion.  That 
officer  was  then  requested  to  examine  the  list  of  sol- 

diers pronounced  fit  for  duty  in  the  field,  and  he  was 
authorized  to  retain  in  hospital  all  the  men  on  that 
list  marked  by  him  as  essential  to  the  administra- 

tion of  the  hospital,  "  until  he  could  supply  their 
places  by  convalescents  not  fit  for  field'  service,  or by  detail  from  the  invalid  corps  ;"  and  this  he  was 
required  to  do  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  list  of  "men  essential  to  the  hospital"  was 
confined  to  men  skilled  in  putting  up  medicines, 
trusty  men  charged  with  the  custody  and  issue  of 
public  property,  skilful  surgical  nurses,  clerks, 
bakers,  butchers,  and  chief  cooks. 

In  all  the  hospitals  we  have  examined  we  have 
found  a  large  proportion  of  the  ward-masters,  cooks, 
nurses,  and  clerks,  unfit  for  field  servic^,  and  very 
many  not  even  proper  subjects  for  the  first  battalion. 
The  guards  were  generally  the  most  ̂ ble-bodied 
men  about  the  hospital. 

Notwithstanding  this  general  fact,  some  men  are 
retained  in  hospitals  who  are  fit  for  active  field  ser- 

vice, biit  the  numbers  are  comparatively  small ;  far 
too  small  to  account  for  the  complaints  wiiich  are 
made  concerning  the  non-return  of  soldiers  to  their 
reigiments,  "We  think  that  many  more  men  are  re- ported for  duty  before  they  are  fully  able  to  bear  the 
labor  and  exposure  of  field  service  than  are  unduly 
retained  in  hospital. 
We  find  that  soldiers  "reported  for  duty"  are  not 

sent  from  the  hospitals  direct  to  their  regiments,  as 
is  required  by  the  War  Department,  Special  Orders, 
No.  89,  current  series,  but  that  large  numbers  are 
retained  for  various  duties  in  cities,  and  that  those 
from  the  hospitals  in  the  New  England  States  first 
pass  through  the  convalescent  hospital  at  Bedloe's 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  and  all  are  sent  to  the 
convalescent  camp  near  Alexandria,  Virginia.  In 
very  many  instances  months  elapse  between  the  sol- 

dier's leaving  the  hospital  and  his  joining  his  regi- 
ment— months  that  are  passed  in  service  disagree- 
able to  the  true  soldier,  who  prefers  his  regiment, 

and  affording  tiaie  for  the  indolent  and  malingerer 
to  be  returned  once  more  to  hospital.  Some  men 
have  passed  the  greater  portion  of  their  enlistment 
in  traveling  from  hospitals  to  convalescent  camps 
and  from  convalescent  camps  to  hospitals. 

If  it  can  be  so  arranged  that  men  may  be  con- 
ducted from  the  convalescent  hospital  in  each  city  to 

their  regiments  without  detention  and  re-examina- 
tion in  convalescent  camps,  the  armies  in  the  field 

will  be  greatly  strengthened  ;  but  if  this  be  done, 
justice  to  the  soldier  requires  that  medical  officers  be 
enjoined  to  report  none  for  duty  who  have  not  been 

carefully  inspected  and  found  fit  for  the  field.  We 
are  satisfied  that  at  present  many  men  are  reported 
for  duty  who  are  not  in  condition  for  the  field,  and 
that  this  is  so,  is  evident  from  the  number  of  men 
transferred  to  the  invalid  corps  at  the  convalescent 
camp  near  Alexandria. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  us  we 
have  kept  steadily  in  view  that  the  first  object  in 
importance  was  the  return  of  able-bodied  men  to 
their  regiments,  and  next  so  to  organize  the  invalid 
corps  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the 
administration  of  hospitals.  We  have  taken  pains 
to  instruct  medical  officers  as  to  the  manner  of  com- 

pleting the  companies  of  the  second  battalion,  so  as 
in  time  to  form  a  satisfactory  hospital  corps,  by 
adding  men  qualified  for  hospital  service,  and  dis- 

charging those  found  physically  unable  to  perform any  duty. 
The  following  table  exhibits  the  results  of  the  ex- 

aminations made  by  the  Board  of  Hospitals  before, 
as  well  as  subsequent,  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  D.  B. 
Sacket  as  a  member  of  the  Board : 
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We  are  constrained  to  report  that  we  have  not 
found  one  medical  officer  fully  acquainted  with  the 
General  Orders  governing  the  organization  of  the 
invalid  corps,  nor  have  we  found  in  any  hospital  a 
complete  "  invalid  Roll."  Our  examinations  have, 
therefore,  in  many  cases,  been  extended  to  a  com- 

plete inspection  of  all  the  soldiers  in  hospital  instead 
of  being  confined  to  "convalescents,  and  men  fit  to 
leave  the  hospital,  and  supposed  to  be  able  to  go  to 

duty." 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  W.  Gile, 

Colonel  Invalid  Corps. 
K.  H.  COOLIDGE, 

Med.  lusp.  U.  S.  A. 
Colonel  James  B.  Fry, 

Provost-Marshal-General,  IT.  S.  A., "Washington,  D.  C. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
The  following  additional  appointments  have  been  made: 
I^ew  Hampshire. — Drs.  Ebexezkr  Wilmams,  Farmworth 

Valley;  John  H.  Cittlek,  Mason  Village. 
Massachusetts. — Dr.  J  Q.  A.  McCallister,  Groton'.Tnuciion. 
New  York. — Drs.  D.  C.  White,  llhaca  ;  Geobqb  W.  Davis, 

geneca  Falls. 
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[Vol.  X. Pe?uift}flvania.—DTs.  E.  Greex,  Bellefonte  ;  "Wm.  H.  Reed, Honesdaie. 
Ohio.—Hrs.  Geo.  K.  Thompson,  Bucyrus;  Nelsox  E.  Jones, 

Circleville.\ 
Kevtucl-ij. — Dr.  E.  J.  Vaughn,  Louisville. Indiaita. — Dr.  Milton  Jat,  Marion. 
IlUnois.—Drs.  Ira  B.  Ccbtis,  Decatur ;  Isa.a.c  "W.  Garvin,  j Sycamore.  1 

'  loioa.—TiYs.  Lrcius  French,  Anamoza ;  H.  T.  Cleaver,  I Keokuk. 
3fissou)'i. — "Wm.  P.  BorLWARE,  Lexington. Michigan. — Dr.  Daniel  Clark,  Flint. 

Depth  of  Milk. 
Col.  Pratt,  of  Prattville,  N.  T.,  finds  that  the  ; 

largest  quantity  of  cream  rises,  and  consequently  the  | 

greatest  quantity  of  butter  is  made  -when  the  milk  is  j 
one  and  a  quarter  inches  \n  depth,  in  hot -weathei',  and 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  cool  Aveather,  seven  or  eight 
quart  pans  thus  containing  but  two  and  a  half  quarts 
for  the  first  named  depth,  and  three  quarts  for  the 
latter.    The  temperature  is  kept  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  62  deg.,  although  in  -vrarm  weather  it  may  run  up to  65  deg.,  and  in  extreme  cases  to  70  deg. 

To  Medical  Gents. 
In  view  of  the  subordinate  rank  of  medical  officers 

in  our  Army  and  Navy,  the  follovring  squib  from 
Flinch  is  applicable  in  this  latitude  as  well  as  that  of 
London : — 

TVa>-ted,  a  considerable  number  of  Clever  Young Snobs  to  compete  for  the  commission  of  surgeon  in 
the  army,  for  which  there  is  at  present,  and  has  been 
for  some  time,  an  extreme  scarcity  of  eligible  candi- 

dates, owing  to  the  circumstance  that  men  of  educa- 1 
tion  and  ability  sufficient  to  qualify  them  for  the  , 
office,  refuse  to  accept  it,  unless  upon  the  impossible  ' 
condition  of  beins:  treated  as  gentlemen.    All  appli-  j 
cants  must  be  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  \ 
geons  and  Doctors  of  Medicine  who  have  received  j 
diplomas  recoo-nized  under  the  Medical  Registration 
Act.    In  addition  to  their  professional  qualifications,  ; 
they  must  possess  a  capability  of  being  continually  . 
and  contentedly  snubbed,  and  patiently  submitting  i 
to  any  amount  ol  insult.    They  will  be  required  at  j 
the  mess-table  to  occupy  a  position  subordinate  to 
that  of  every  combatant  officer,  even  the  youngest 
ensign,  whose  permission  it  will  be  necessary  for 
them  to  ask  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  band  or  | 
the  attendants  any  kind  of  order.    It  will  be  neces-  [ 
Baiy  for  them  to  be  regardless  of  those  petty  annoy-  , 
ances  unavoidably  inflicted  by  junior  officers  on  ': their  inferiors  in  rank,  but  superiors  inr  age  and  i 
attainments.    No  thin-skinned  persons,  endowed  i 
with  any  self-respect  whatever,  or  animated  in  the  ; 
least  deirree  by  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman,  need  | 
apply.    For  further  particulars  inquiry  may  be  made 
ai  Head  Quarters.  .  "By  Okdek." 

"  Horse  Guards,  March  25,  1863." 

METEOROIiO  GY. 
October 

28, 

'27, 

E. 
Clear. Ice. 

23,~
 

29,  30, 

31, 

U.  1. 

Wind  
r 

Weather.  ...J I 
Depth  Rain... 

E. Clear. Frust. Ice. 
N.  E. 

Clear. Ice. 

E.    1  E. 
Clear. White  Clear. Frost. , 

! 

S.  E. 
Cl'dy. 

Rain. 2-10 

N.  W. 
Clear. 

The  rmoni  eter 

At  S  A.  M 

31^ 

So 
45 

48 39.7 

30^ 

3.J 
45 
47 .39.2 

29° 

36 
47 
48 
40 

320 

39 

63 

56 
45 

39° 

53 
60 

62 
53.5 

490 

59 
63 
59 

57.5 
3^ 

43 

52 

53 

45.7 
At  12  M  
At  3  P.  M  

Barometer. 
At  12  M   

31 
30.1 30.1 30.4 30.2 30.2 30.5 Germantoion,  Pa. B.  J.  Leedom. 

VITAL 
STATISTICS. 

MARRIED. 

Bakkkr— Barton — In  Watorvillo,  N.  Y.,  on  Wrdnesday, 
SopternUr  .30tb,  by  Ihn  Kcv.  T.  ]).  Hunt,  P.  C.  Barker,  M.  D., 
of  Cold  Sprint,',  N.  V.,  und  Anua  E.  Barton,  of  the  former  place. 

NoKTir — MvrK. — In  X"W  Yi^irk,  on  Thiirsday,  Snptemher  24th, 
hj  the-  Kev.  George  L  Pr^-iiiinM,  D.  D.,  Alfred  Xorth,  M.  D.,  of 
M'aterhury,  Conn.,  and  Amelia  H.  Buck,  daughter  of  Gurdon Buck,  M,  I).,  of  New  York, 

DIED. 
Baii.f.t.— In  WaMhiDKton,  D.  C,  on  Monday,  Octoher  26th, 

Dr.  .'5t^ph»;n  Bail<  y,  fornu-riy  of  .SomnrH,  WoHtclienter  Co.,  N.  Y. .Makti.v  — In  IMiiladplphia,  on  thf  2S(h  of  October,  Edith, 
daught<;r  of  Dr.  George  and  Auiite  T.  Martin,  aged  13  years. 

Stkwart. — At  Indiana.  I'a.,  on  the  2->th  of  (September,  Mrs. 
M  it) Ida,  wife  of  Jarnen  M.  Stowart,  M.  D.,  in  the  71i«t  yoar  of 
bcr  age. 
YoRK.-^On  the  30th  of  geptetnber,  flleorgo  W.  York,  M.  D., of  DanAville,  5.  Y. 

Popl'n,  (estimated.) Mortality. Male 

Female Adult 
Under  15  years 
Under  2  years 
Total 
Deaths  in  100,000 
American Foreign 

Negro  
Zr.-iioTic  DrsEVSES. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  lufantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus.... 
Croup  
Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  Dysentery  
Erysipelas  Fever,  Intermittent 
Fever,  Remittent... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Tv]ihoid  Fever,  Typhns  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hoopuiic-cough  Inrtuenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thrush  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  
Consumption..  
Convulsions...!  
Dropsy  
Gun-shot  Wounds.. 
I  u  temperance  Marasmus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula   
Violence  and  Acc'ts 

580,000 
146 
124 128 

129 

75 

270 46.45 193 

53 
14 

950.000 
225 
203 

208 
21s 
129 
428 

45.05 274 
154 10 

CO  I  2=„  3 
■2    O  S  P* 

240,000  130,000 

37 
119 

45.83 
16 

61 
36 
53 

30* 

89 

49.44 

55 

34 
1 

52,000 
65 

62 
56 
67 

43 
127 

244.2.3 
105 

22 

Under  5  years. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  Information  of  those  wlio  are  not  author.",  we  will 

state  that  manl'sckitt  intf-.vdki)  fou  pl'ut.ic.\tio.v  ml'st  bb WKi  TTK.v  o.\  Bt;T  ONE  SIDE  of  thc  sheet.  If  greater  care  was 
taken  in  the  i>reparatiou  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
saved  to  i>rinter«,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  he made.  / 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Snhscribora  desiring  old  back  numbers  (exoeptint^  Nos.  304, 

.^05,  ."{OH,  :w.),  and  3ln,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) will  please  remember  and  send  money  to  pviy  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



For  every  new  name  sent  us  by  one  of  our  subscribers  witli  the  amount  of  a  year's  subscriptio 
inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Work 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.    TTe  furnish  subscribe 

with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.    The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherw' 
ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

ANATOMY. 

Gray — Anatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  111.,  cloth.  $6  25,  Sheep, 
Gluge — Patbological  HisLdlogy.  By  Leidy.  4to,  plates,  colored.... 
Hassal — Microscopic  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  colored  plates  
Leidy — Human  Anatomy.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep  
Maclise— Sursrical  Anacomy.    Imperial  4to  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth, $11  00  ;  sheep  
Peaslee — Human  Histology.    Svo.,  cloth  
Quain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain 

plates,  $15  00  ;  colored  ;  
Sharpey  and  Quaiu— Anatomy.    By  Leidy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth.. 
Smith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    Svo.,  cloth  
Solly — Anatomy  and  Disease  of  the  Brain.    Svo.,  cloth  
Todd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Wilson — Human  Anacomy.    ByGobrecht.   Svo.,  sheep  

ANESTHETICS. 

Channing  on  Etherization  in  Child-hirth.    Svo  .9.  Fiagg  on  Etherization  and  Chloroform  

DISSECTORS. 

|7  00  '  AgneTv — Practical  Anatomy  , 5  00  ;  ̂llen — Practical  Anatomist.    12mo.,  cloth.. 
g  on  i  Dublin  DissectOy  
4  50  '  "Lddy  and  Hunt — Dissector.  12mo  

12  00 
3  75 

30  00 6  00 
3  50 
2  00 4  50 
3  75 

EYE  'AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12mo.,  cloth  
Jones — Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery.    New  Ed.,  Svo.,  cloth, 
Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  sheep  
Mackenzie  on  the  Eye.    Svo.,  cloth  
Toyiibee— Aural  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  
Walton — Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Svo..  sheep  Williams  on  the  Eye  

FEMALES,  DISEASES  01. 

CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxham— Hand-Book  of  Chemistry.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bowman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth  

"        Medical         "  "   
Brande  and  Taylor —      '/  Svo.,  cloth  
Fownes —  "  12mo.,  cloth  
Morfit— Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus. Svo.,  sheep  

THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. 
Bennett,  (.L  H.) — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.    Svo.,  cloth  , 
Bowditch — Young  Stethoscopist.  12mo  
Flint  on  Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    Svo.,  cloth  

"    on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth  Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth  
Gross  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Outs,  Svo.,  cloth.. 
Hughes — Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.7  cloth  Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmoualis.  Svo  
Skoda — Auscultation  and  Percussion.    12mo.,  cloth  Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth  
Stokes  on  the  Heart  and  Aorta.    Svo.,  .sheep  Swett  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest  
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Con.sumption.  Svo 
cloth.  ^  

Walshe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo.,  cloth  
"      on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth  

Ash  well  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bedford — Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  
Bennett— Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo  ,  cloth  

"      Uterine  Pathology  
Brown — Surgical  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  cloth  
Columbat— Diseases  of  Females.    By  Meigs.    Svo.,  cloth  
Cooper,  (,Sir  A.  P.)— On  the  Breast.    Svo.,  cloth  Dewees— Diseases  of  Females.  Svo  
Hodge — The  Diseases  of  Women,    Svo.,  cloth  
Meigs— Childbed  Fever.    Svo.,  cloth  "      Diseases  of  Women  in  Letters  to  his  Class.    Svo.,  cloth. 

"      The  Uterus    Colored  plates.    Svo.,  cloth  
Eigby— Female  Diseases.    12mo.,  cloth  
Simpson — The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth  
Smith — Leucorrlioea.    Svo.,  cloth  
Tilt— Menstruatio.:.  12mo  
Whitehead— Abortion  and  Stevility.    Svo.,  cloth  
"West- The  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  cloth  "      Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri.    Svo.,  cloth  

$=3 

2  C 

00  I 

00  ' 

FEVERS. 
Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  States.    Svo..  cloth  
Di-ake — The  Fevers  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.    2  vols.,  Svo. 
Fordyce — History  and  Treatment  of  Fevers  
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers.  Svo  La  Koche — Pneumonia,  kc.    Svo.,  cloth  "         Yellow  Fever.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth  
Morris— Scarlet  Fevers.    Svo.,  cloth  

1 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1  0 
1 

11 
3 
3  0 
7  0 
1 

CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 
Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  cloth  Evanson  and  Maunsel  on  Children  
How  to  JN'urse  Sick  Children  
Jacobi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements.    12mo.,  cloth. Meigs  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  sheep  
Tanner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.  12mo  
West — Lectures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    Svo.,  cloth  .. 

CLIMATOLOGY. 
Blodget — Climatology  of  the  United  States.  Svo. Johnson  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates  

1  25 

2  25 2  25 

$3  25 

1  25 
3S 

1  00 3  50 1  50 
2  75 

$5  00 3  00 
DENTISTRY. 

Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery.  Svo., sheep   $3  00 
Harris — Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery.    Svo   5  00 
"    "      "         -----                  --            -    -    3  .Q   3  00 

  3  50 

FORMULARIES,  ETC. 
jheep  .. Beasley — Book  of  Prescriptions.  12mo. "         Formulary.    12mo..  sheep  

Ellis— Medical  Forrnulary.    By  Thomas.    Svo.,  clotU  
Griffith— Universal  Formulary.    Svo.,  cloth  
Pereira— Physicians'  Pocket  Prescription  Book,  Terms,  Phrases &c.  Cloth  
Eeese — American  Medical  Formulary.  •  Cloth......  

HYGIENE. 
Alcott— Laws  of  Health  

"       Lectures  on  Life  and  Health  
Beale — The  Laws  of  Health.    12mo.,  cloth  ,  
Hammond — Military  Hygiene.  Svo  

Physiological  Essays.  Svo  
Pereira — Food  and  Diet  
Tilt— Elements  of  Female  Hygiene.  12mo  

$1 

1 

S' 

5  ( 
2 

1 
1 

Richardson — Mechanical  Dentistry.    Illustrated,  Svo. 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.  Illustrated  
Tomes — Dental  Surgery.   20S  Illustrations,  Svo  

DICTIONARIES. 

Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine.    12mo.,  sheep.'   $1  50 Dunglison — Medical  Lexicon.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 
DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 

Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  75 
Malgaigne — Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 Smith  ou  Fractures   4  50 

MANUALS  FOR  STUDENTS. 
Mendenhall— Manual  of  Examinations.   12mo.,  sheep   ^2  0 
^'eill  and  Smith— Compendium  of  Medicine.    12mo.,  sheep   3 Skoda— Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth   1 
Tanner— Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth  -  1 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Therapeutics  ~   $0  7, 
Carson — Synopsis  of  Materia  Medica.    Svo.,  cloth   3  0( 
Duntrlison— New  Remedies.    With  Formulaj.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Headland— The  Action  of  Medicine  in  the  System.    Cloth,   2  0 
Mitchell,  (T.  D.)— Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    Svo   3  7 
Pereira- Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols   9  0 
Stille— Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep   SO 
Wood— Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  sheep....    7  5- 
Wood  and  Bache— Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  _    6  Qt 

*  In  press.  (List  to  he  coatinued.) 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

PHILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY  AND 
L  OPERATIVE  SUUGEKY,  at  the  upper  end  of  College  Avenue,  eu- 
raiice  from  Tenth-Street,  between  Market  and  Chestnut. 

WIXTER  AXyo  UXCEMEA'-T. Anotomieal  Department. — The  Winter  course  of  instruction  in  this 
>!d  established  institution  which  has  been  in-  successful  operation  for 
)ver  fonv  rears,  -will  commence  on  the  first  of  September,  and  continue lutil  the  first  of  March,  tiud^r  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  E.  Garretson, 
rho  has  for  several  rears  past  been  connected  with  the  Schools  as  An- 
ktomicaland  Surgical  Demonstrator. 
The  resources  for  conducting  the  course  on  Practical  Anatomy,  remain 

inchanged,  and  are  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  institution 
11  tbe  Country. 
The  Dissecting  apartments  are  well  rentilated  and  abundantly  sup- 

plied with  gas,  water  and  material. 
The  Lecture  rooms  are  well  arranged  for  purposes  of  demonstration, 

And  the  museum  prorided  with  every  thing  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
.uhject--  of  lecture. 

fh^  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  open  from  8  A.  M.,  until  10  P.  M.,  and 
demonstrators  will  be  present  to  direct  and  supervise  the  duties  of  the ludeats. 
Lectures. — A  full  course  of  Lectures  on  Human  Anatomy  will  be  de- 

ivered  in  the  evenings  at  such  hours  as  will  not  conflict  with  the  Col- ece  instructions,  commencing  October  12th. 
Certificates  of  attendance  furnished  to  such  as  desire. 
The  College  allows  the  Students  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  where  he leases. 
fee  for  the  Course,  $10, 

JAS.  E.  GAEEETSON,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 
Eesidence,  1537  Chestnut  Street. 

Surgical  Department. — The  Winter  Course  on  Practical  Surgery  will 
r-ommeuce  early  in  October,  and  continue  until  the  last  of  February. 

LecturfS. — These  will  embrace  the  subjects  of  Bandaging,  Treatment 
■>{  Fractures,  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  the  various  operations  in  Surgery. The  Practical  part  of  the  cijurse  will  consist  in  arranging  the  class 
into  sections  of  five,  alfording  everyone  an  opportunity  to  repeat  all  the 
iri».ssiugs  and  operations. 
The  Cadaver  and  all  necessary  instruments  furnished  without  addi- 

•i-mal  charge. i  oe  for  the  whole  course,  $10 ;  Lectures  alone,  $10. 
apficiol  Course. — During  the  past  summer,  prirate  operating  apart- ments hare  been  added  to  the  school,  in  which  Physicians  who  may 

lehire  to  reriew  and  refresh  their  surgical  studies,  can  have  private  in- 
bU  actions  on  the  above  subjects,  in  a  comparatively  brief  period. 

Fee  tor  the  Course,  $40. 
D.  HAYES  AGNEW,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 

Residence,  No.  16  North  Eleventh  Street. D^nnstrators : 
D.  W.  RICHiLRDSON,  M.  D., 
ROBERT  M.  GIRVIN,  M.  D., 
AVM.  W.  KEEN,  M.  D.  35B 

A 
NEW  INHALER. 

The  attention  of  the  profession  is  called  to  my  new  instrument  for 
:  aha  ling  etherized  fluids  in  pulmonary  diseases. 

a  his  inhaler  differs  from  any  other  in  operation,  and  is  considered  by 
sjood  authorities  the  most  perfect  instrument  of  that  kind.  It  has,  be- 
«:de»>  other  advantages,  valves  by  means  of  which  a  full  collapse  of  the 
iung^!  is  allowed  in  breathing  out,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  the 
2a«  thof  expelled  from  coming  m  contact  with  the  fluid  in  the  medicine 
chaml>er. 

De.-icrlptive  catalogues  will  he  sent  to  the  profession  by  application. 
Mo.-pitiil  physicians  may  send  for  sample  instruments,  and  will  have 

th<-m  forwarded  gratis. 
K-f.  'enc<is  of  the  mspit  prominent  New  York  physicians  can  be  fur- 

G.  BASTIAN, 
835  Broadway,  cor.  13th  Street,  New  Tork. 

•..>7— :<m  Front  Office,  up  Stairs. 

LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'S  PHYSICIANS'  VISIT- i.N'i  Lir>,T  FOJi  Jm;}.    ̂ o\V  READY. 
r.'if.,-,  pr.  pared  for  2,'>  pationto  weokly,  i)Ifiin   $0  63 "     li-j       "          "        tucks   1  00 

"     W)       "          '*        plain   75 
"     .V)       '*          "        tuck.H   1  25 
"    100       "          "           "    2  00 
"    100      "         "       in  two  voIh.,  .Tan.  to  June, July  to  Dec   2  CO, 

THE  INTERLEAVED  EDITION. 
F  r     patifnta  wpckly,  cloth   $0  7.5 

•    J'.      *'         "       tucks  with  pocket   1  2/"/ .V)       •*  "       cloth   1  00 
"    .V»       "  turkH  with  pockot   1  .00 
Ihn  pnblli<beni  have  made  mime  improveinf  ntH  to  their  "  ViHitinf( 

LUt  '  for  thf!  coming  yf-ar,  which  th«;y  hope  will  Htill  further  iucreuHe ,U  value  to  th«,'  Medical  Profe^Hion. 
roj,i»;i»  will  bo  »'<;nt  by  mail,  free  of  poKtai^f,  by  the  Publisher  of 

X^"  Heporter,  upon  r«'ceipt  of  tho  prices  aw  abov»j. 
(See  albo  me  Commutationa  in  ar"iber  place.)     337— tf 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  BUB- GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metalhirgy. 
C.  N.  PEIRCE,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Deutistry. 
E.  "WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  TheraT>eutic3. 
W.  S.  FOUBES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Phy.^iolofiry. JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 
Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 

E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 
Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 

During  October  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 
delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furoished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  Demenstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Matri- culation Fee,  $5.    Diploma  Fee,  $30. 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Deak, 

^349-6m.  501  N.  Seventh  St.,  PhiladePphia^ 
PHILA%)ELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — PIEST 

ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863-6-1. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  Kingsbury,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry. 
Thos.  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuiLLEN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flags,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
He^rt  Morton.  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstr.  tor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  and  pre- 
liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  day 

during  the  month  of  October ;  the  lecture  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  tf^aching.  The  regular Course  of  Instruction  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
and  continue  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  February. 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extensive  and  valunlJ^ 
collections  of  Anatomical,  i'athological  and  Miueralogical  specimens, and  the  Philosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  uf  the  incumbents  of  the 
various  Chairs,  and  every  opportunity  will  be  afforded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Laboratory  for  obtaining  a  2J'>'actical  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentistry. 

Fees. — Matriculation  (paid  but  once'*,  ?5  ;  Tickets  for  the  Course,  in- cluding the  Demonstrators',  $100;  Diploma,  $30. For  further  particttlars,  address 
,  J.  H.  McQUILLEN,  Dean, 

347-6m   1112  Arch  Street,  Philadf.Jphia. 
COMMUTATIONS.— The  following  works  will  be  fur- nished at  the  reduced  rates  indicated,  to  subscribers  who  pay  the 
fuU  amount  in  advance  :  ^rice  of' both separately. 
Thb  Reporter  and  the  London  Lancet,  (republished 

monthly)  $6  00      $8  e<i 
"  and  Homburger's  Journal  of  Opthal- 

mology,  (Bi-monthly)   4  50        5  00 "  "  and  Braithwaite^s  Retrosi^ect,  (semi- 
annual) <   6  00        6  50 

"  "         and  Von  Duben's  Microscopial  Diagnosis,  3  60        4  00 "  "  and  Physicians'  Hand-Bo  k  of  Practice 
for  1864.  Townsend,  N.  Y.  The  name 
stamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  85        4  25 

"  "  and  Lindsay  and  Blackistou's  Visiting 
List,  1864— 2.J  pa  tients,  tuck.s— the  name 
  stamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  70  4  00 

SUKGICAL  &  ORTHOP^DICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS,  etc.— D.  W.  KOLBE.  32  and  34  South  Nikth 

Street,  next  door  to  the  University  of  Penu'a,  Philadelphia,  manufao- tures  to  order  aud  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of 
SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  only  of'the  best  quality  and  most  approved pattern.  Attention  is  called  to  his  ORTHOPi??:DICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
Many  years  of  iudefaligable  labor  and  extennivo  experience  has  earnod 
him  the  patronage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  iu 
general,  lie  dwes  not  hesitate  lo  say,  that  no  establishment  in  this 
couutry  or  abroad  has  attained  to  such  perfection  in  this  important  de- partment. Hi8  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS  are  made  in  strict  accordance 
with  anatomical  facts,  and  their  construction  in  entirely  diflereut, 
lighter,  and  yet  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- tion, address  the  manufacturer.  Akmy  and  Navy  Officers,  Hospital*, 
and  th<i  trade  in  general,  supplied  on  reasonable  terms.  Orders  by  moil 
promptly  filled. Rbfki  K.NCEs: — All  the  eminent  surgeons  of  this  city.  337 
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Communications. 

A  CASE  OF  SCORBUTUS  WITH  SLOUGH- 
ING  OF  THE  LEFT  FOOT. 

By  Lloyd  Dorsey,  M.  D., 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

George  B.  W  ,  married  ;  private  in  company 
Gr,  33d  Massachusetts  regiment,  age  17  years.  En- 

listed in  Reading,  Mass.,  about  the  16ih  of  July, 
1862.    Since  he  has  been  in  service,  the  regiment  ̂  
has  been  doing  provost  guard  duty  at  Alexandria  i 
for  about  two  months,  during  which  time  they  had 
the  regular  rations  of  the  army. 

The  balance  of  the  time  they  were  doing  the 
usual  duties  of  soldiers —picket  duty,  etc.,  at  no  | 
time  farther  down  than  Warrenton,  Va.    During  ̂  
this  time  they  were  deprived  of  the  usual  rations,  j 
principally  subsisting  upon  hard  bread  and  coffee, 
with  but  few  vegetables.    At  no  time  used  salt 
meat  much. 

Was  received  at  Harewood  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton, November  19th,  1862,  suffering  with  irrita- 

bility of  the  urethra,  which  had  existed  for  two 
months.  Prescribed  ^  grain  ext.  belladonna  every 
five  hours,  and  an  ointment  consisting  of  ext.  bel- 

ladonna 3ss,  cerat.  simplex  §j,  to  be  used  on  the 
catheter  upon  its  introduction.  This  treatment 
was  continued  until  December  3d,  when  I  found 
no  further  use  of  the  catheter  necessary.  The  pa- 

tient being  able  to  void  urine  as  well  as  he  had 
ever  done. 

From  the  3d  he  continued  to  improve  until  the 
7th,  when  1  found  considerable  debility  and  di- 

arrhoea, for  which  I  prescribed  sulph.  quinine, 
sherry  wine  and  astringent  pills.  The  diarrhoea 
was  easily  controlled.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th 
found  some  fever,  and  ordered  potass,  chlor.  in 
solution.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  found  the 
fever  augmented ;  great  delirium ;  skin  hot  and 
dry ;  pulse  feeble  and  irregular,  120  per  minute  ; 
tougue  very  dry  and  in  a  raspy  condition  ;  mouth 
and  tongue  covered  with  sordes.  Ordered  emul- 

sion of  turpentine,  quinine  and  wine.  Diet,  beef 
tea,  etc. 

Dec.  10th — Found  the  symptoms  as  the  day  be- 
fore ;  continued  treatment  and  ordered  brandy 

mixture  freely. 

Dec.  11th — Same  as  yesterday.  Kot;  so  much 
delirium.    Continued  treatment. 

Dec.  12tli — Found  the  febrile  symptoms  abating  ; 
much  less  delirium  than  yesterda^j^  but  found  that 
within  the  last  twelve  hours  sudden  and  aggra- 

vated symptoms  of  scorbutus  had  supervened. 
Both  feet  greatly  swollen  and  extensive  ecchy- 
moses,  extending  to  the  knee.  Left  foot  particu- 

larly covered  with  blisters  of  varied  size.  No 
discharge  of  blood  from  any  of  the  mucous  mem- 

branes. Both  hands  were  found  of  a  marked 
purplish  hue.  Discharges  from  the  rectum  and 
bladder  during  the  day  presenting  nothing  pecu- 

liar except  the  excessive  odor.  Ordered  his  feet 
to  be  elevated  and  covered  with  flannel  moistened 
with  oil  of  turpentine.  Continued  tonics  and 
brandy  mixture.  Diet,  beef  tea,  etc.,  acid  drinks 
and  fresh  vegetables. 

Dec.  13th — Pulse  120,  but  a  little  more  tolume  ; 
delirium  less  than  yesterday ;  tongue  hot,  dry  and 
harsh  as  yesterday,  but  covered  with  mucus  ;  res- 

piration not  as  labored  as  before  ;  slept  more 
comfortably  than  the  previous  night  ;  right  foot 
not  as  much  swollen  as  yesterday;  upon  the  left 
foot  the  blisters  a  little  more  extended  ;  discharges 
from  the  bowels  and  bladder  as  previously  noted. 
Continued  treatment  with  the  exception  of  the 
turpentine  emulsion. 

Dec.  14th — Pulse  108,  not  so  irregular  but  feeble  ; 
respiration  24 ;  delirium  abating ;  not  so  much 
anxiety  ;  feet  not  as  painful  as  heretofore  ;  the  legs 
not  as  much  swollen  as  yesterday  ;  tongue  not 
covered  with  mucus,  but  assuming  its  previous 
harsh  and  dry  condition ;  a  little  diarrhavi.  Con- 

tinued treatment.  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  patient  more 
delirious  and  restless ;  pulse  less  volume  and  ir- 

regular ;  more  sensibility  to  pain. 
Dec.  15th — Pulse  104,  soft  and  more  regular; 

tongue  not  so  dry  nor  harsh,  red  in  the  centre ; 
respiration  24 ;  less  delirium  than  last  night ;  not 
as  much  anxiety  of  countenance  as  yesterday  ; 
right  footless  ecchymosed  than  previously;  left 
foot  a  little  more  swollen  ;  above  the  ankles  less 
swelling  and  not  so  painful  as  heretofore.  Con- 

tinued tonic  treatment. 
Dec.  16th — Pulse  104;  less  delirium ;  powers  of 
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[Vol.  X. speech  improved  ;  tongue  not  as  dry  as  yesterday  ; 
slept  better  than  previous  night  ;  right  hand  con- 

siderably ecchymosed  ;  right  foot  much  improved  ; 
left  foot  not  so  painful  as  yesterday  but  as  much 
swollen ;  appetite  improved ;  took  considerable 
nourishment.    Continued  treatment. 

Dec.  17th — Pulse  104,  less  volume  and  more 
irregularity  than  yesterday  ;  tongue  moist  at  the 
edges,  but  dry  and  harsh  in  the  centre  ;  delirium 
considerable  during  the  night,  but  less  in  the 
morning  :  more  anxiety  than  yesterday ;  right  foot 
much  improved  ;  left  foot  as  much  swollen  as  the 
day  before  the  blisters  collapsed  ;  not  so  much  pain 
in  either  as  previous  ;  discharges  from  rectum  and 
bladder  as  previously  noted ;  took  considerable 
nourishment  during  yesterday,  consisting  of  beef 
tea,  chicken  brot^  with  a  couple  of  crackers  broken 
in  it.  Continued  treatment  of  quinine,  iron  and 
brandy  mixture. 

Dec.  l.^th — Pulse  104,  more  volume  than  yes- 
terday ;  right  foot  improving,  left  foot  not  as  much 

swollen  ;  >ess  delirium  than  heretofore ;  appetite 
still  good,  takes  considerable  food.  Continued 
treatment. 

Dec.  19th— Pulse  108;  a  little  subsultus  this 
morning  ;  tongue  coated  but  not  dry;  not  as  much 
delirium  as  yesterday  ;  slept  well  during  the  night ; 
condition  of  both  feet  much  improved,  being  neither 
as  much  swollen  nor  painful  as  before ;  appetite 
much  improved  ;  secretions  from  rectum  and  blad- 

der as  previously  noted.  Continued  treatment. 
Diet  consisting  of  beef  tea,  chicken  broth,  etc. 

Dec.  20th — Pulse  112,  feeble  and  irregular  ;  con- 
siderable subsultus  ;  tongue  more  moist  but  cracked 

in  the  centre  ;  delirium  less  than  the  day  before  ; 
right  foot  improving,  left  foot  less  swollen  and  less 
painful ;  ecchymosis  disappeared  above  the  ankle, 
the  blisters  entirely  collapsed;  appetite  good;  dis- 

charges from  the  rectum  and  bladder  the  same  as 
previously  noted. 

Dec.  21st — Pulse  112,  more  volume  than  yester- 
day ;  less  delirium  than  has  existed  for  several 

days;  slept  wll  last  niglit ;  right  foot  improving, 
left  foot  beginning  to  slough  :  appetite  good  ;  pre- 
t<Tmitted  the  oil  of  turpentine  to  tiie  feet  and  or- 
(liired  warm  water  applications  to  them.  Continued 
tlie  tonic  treatment. 

Monday,  Dec.  22d — Pulse  112,  feeble  and  irregu- 
lar ;  tongue  «iot  much  coated  but  red  and  inflamed  ; 

delirium  sub.siding;  slept  well;  left  foot  slough- 
ing, right  foot  doing  well ;  appetite  good. 

Dec.  23d — Pulse  100,  exceedingly  feeble ;  in- 
f  r»;a.sed  Huhsultus ;  tonguo  raorcj  natural ;  right 
foot  improving,  left  fo(^t  sloughing  extensively; 

.'ippftilo  good  ;  slept  well  labt  night,  ([/'ontinued treatment. 
D<'C  24th — Pulse  112,  very  irregular;  tongue 

like  yesterday ;  delirium  and  subsultus  the  same 

as  yesterday ;  slept  well  last  night ;  left  foot 
sloughing  much,  right  foot  doing  well;  appetite 
good.    Continued  tonic  treatment. 

Dec,  25th— Pulse  100,  feeble  and  irregular; 
tongue  assuming  its  natural  condition;  delirium 
subsiding  ;  right  foot  recovering,  left  foot  slough- 

ing considerably ;  appetite  good.  Continued  treat- 
ment. 

Dec.  26th — Pulse  112,  feeble  ;  tongue  cleaning  ; 
subsultus  subsiding ;  appetite  very  good ;  right 
foot  improving,  left  foot  sloughing  ;  sleeps  well. 
Treatment  continued. 

Dec.  27th — Pulse  112,  more  volume  than  for 
"some  time ;  delirium  subsiding ;  appetite  good ; 
left  foot  sloughing,  right  foot  improved. 

Dec.  28th — Pulse  120,  very  feeble  and  irregular ; 
skin  hot;  tongue  a  little  red,  but  otherwise  nat- 

ural ;  right  foot  recovered,  left  foot  sl|0Ughing  ex- 
ceedingly ;  appetite  good.    Treatment  continued. 

Dec.  29th — Pulse  120,  feeble  and  irregular ;  skin 
hot  but  not  dry ;  tongue  more  natural ;  delirium 
subsiding;  left  foot  sloughing  exceedingly  ;  blotches 
appearing  on  the  body;  appetite  good ;  discharges 
from  the  rectum  regular  but  involuntary ;  sleeps 
well. 

Dec.  30th — Pulse  124,  exceedingly  feeble  and 
irregular  ;  skin  not  so  hot  as  yesterday  ;  more  sub- 

sultus than  there  has  been  for  some  time ;  coun- 
tenance very  anxious  ;  discharges  from  the  rectum 

involuntary  ;  left  foot  sloughing  exceedingly  ;  ap- 
petite very  good  ;  slept  well  last  night. 

Dec.  31st — Palse  120,  more  feeble  and  irregular 
than  yesterday ;  skin  in  better  condition  than  for 
several  days  ;  blotches  continue  to  appear  on  dif- 

ferent portions  of  the  body ;  left  foot  a  sloughing 
mass  :  discharges  from  the  rectum  involuntary  ; 
appetite  still  continues  good  ;  great  anxiety  ;  sub- 

sultus increasing. 

January  1st,  1863 — Pulse  112,  more  resistant 
but  irregular ;  not  as  much  heat  of  skin  as  for 
several  days  ;  blotches  still  appearing  over  the 

surface  of  the  body;  left  foot  'as  previously  noted; 
not  so  much  anxiety  as  previously  evinced ;  no 

appetite  to-day.    Continued  treatment. 
January  2d — Pulse  112,  very  feeble  and  irregu- 

lar ;  appetite  greatly  improved  ;  mind  wandering  ; 
skui  more  natural ;  left  foot  sloughing  exceedingly  ; 
the  same  anxiety  of  expression  as  has  been  noticed 
for  some  time.  Continued  citrate  of  iron  and 

quinine,  brandy  and  milk  punch. 
8  o'clock  P.  M.  During  the  afternoon  became 

highly  delirious,  but  gradually  sank  into  a  deep 
stupor.    Pulse  120,  feeble  and  irregular. 

January  3d — Pulse  14(\  feeble  and  irregular  ; 
has  been  in  a  stupor  since  yester-noon  ;  no  appe- 

tite ;  powers  of  life  on  the  wane.  He  continued  to 
sink  until  0  o'clock  A.  M.  January  4th,  when  death 
closed  the  scene. 
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Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  \ 
.V.c.  3,1863.  I 

Surgical  Clixic  of  Dr.  D.  Hayes  Agn'ew. 
Reported  by  Dr.  Josiah  Re-;,  Jr. 

Dropsy  of  the  Knee-joint. 
It  has  been  considered  inexpedient,  until  within  a 

few  years,  and  with  some  surgeons  even  now,  to  tap 
the  joints  in  cases  of  dropsy ;  but  the  remarkable 
success  with  which  this  operation  has  niei.  now  [ 
justly  establishes  it  a  safe  procedure.  The  following 
characteristic  case,  operated  on  by  Dr.  Ag>"ew,  is 
interesting  and  instructive. 

Louisa  A.,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  was  admitted 
into  this  hospital  October  ^d.  1S!13.  Avith  swelling  of 
the  right  knee,  which  was  attributed  to  a  blow  re- 

ceived there  four  weeks  previous.  The  injury  was 
at  first  very  painful,  disqualifying  her  for  the  per- 

formance of  her  duties.  She  states  that  she  noticed 
the  swelling  about  a  week  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
injury,  and  that  it  gradually  increased  until  the  date 
of  admission.  The  symptoms  which  characterized 
the  .injury  when  presented  at  the  clinic,  Oct.  10th, 
•were  as  follows  :  The  knee  had  an  unnatural  ap- 

pearance, being  swollen  to  double  its  normal  btilk, 
and  was  soft,  elastic,  and  irregtilar.  There  was 
marked  fltictuation,  which  was  most  distinct  at  the 
lateral  portions  of  the  joint.  Heat  and  pain  were 
comparatively  slight.  The  surface  was  not  much 
changed  from  its  normal  appearance.  By  pressing 
on  the  patella,  a  sound  was  elicited  by  its  coming  in 
contact  with  the  condyles  of  the  femur  ;  and  as  soon 
as  the  fingers  were  removed,  the  patella  resumed  its 
former  position. 
The  operation  was  performed  with  a  bistoury, 

which  was  inserted  about  half  an  inch  below  the 
boundaries  of  the  swelling,  and  in  its  most  depend- 

ent part.  The  knife  was  carried  under  the  skin 
until  the  swelling  was  reached,  and  then  introduced 
in  the  usual  manner,  thus  making  a  valve-like  open- 

ing. Ten  ounces  of  a  clear,  straw-colored,  serous 
fluid  were  drawn  oft\  and  the  orifice  of  the  wound 
was  closed  by  adhesive  plaster,  so  as  not  to  admit 
the  entrance  of  air  within  the  joint.  A  roller  was 
firmly  applied  from  the  distal  extremity  of  the  limb 
to  some  distance  above  the  joint,  and  the  part  kept 
at  rest. 

The  constitutional  treatment  for  the  first  few  days 
consisted  in  the  administration  of  potass,  bitart., 
oj,  in  combination  with  one  ounce  of  the  infusion  of 
juniper  berries,  after  the  formula  :  junip.  baccarum, 
§j  -;  aquie,  Oj  ;  to  operate  upon  the  bowels  and  kid- neys. Magnes.  sulph.,  5SS,  was  also  administered 
on  alternate  days.  There  being  a  slight  re-accumula- 

tion after  three  or  four  days,  adhesive  strips  were 
applied  from  the  tubercle  of  the  tibia  to  some  dis- 

tance above  the  articulation,  and  the  roller  used  as 
before,  from  the  extremity  up  to  the  thigh,  thus 
afi'ording  firm  compression  to  the  parts.  In  addition to  the  above  constitutional  treatment,  five  grains  of 
iodide  of  potassium  were  given  three  times  dailv. 
Under  this  management  the  case  rapidly  improved,  i 
so  that  three  weeks  after  the  operation  slie  was  exhi- 1 
bited  at  the  clinic,  cured,  not  having  had  an  un-  ! 
oward  symptom.  ' 
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Jefferson  Medical  College,  ~) 
^  October,  1863.  j 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 

Reported  by  Dr.  J.  G'.rdcn  Maxzi-eH. 
Scrofulous  Abscess. 

'•'The  science  of  diagnosis  holds  the  highest  rank 
among  the  diflerent  branches  of  the  healing  art,  as 
it  is  at  once  the  most  useful  and  the  most  difiicult." 
The  truth  of  this  remark  was  most  happily  shown  a 
few  days  since,  at  our  clinic,  in  the  two  following 
cases. 

Susan  S.,  as^ed  twenty-four  years,  and  Mart  H., 
aged  twenty-one  years.  These  patients  presented 
themselves  at  the  clinic  on  the  21st  of  October,  and 
on  account  of  their  similarity  of  afi'ection  were brotight  before  the  class  at  the  same  time. 

Both  had  tumors  occupying  the  same  site,  imme- 
diately beneath  the  left  parotid  gland,  which  had  ex- 

isted for  nearly  the  same  length  of  time,  two  years, 
and  neither  had  experienced  much  pain  in  the  part 
aflected. 

Several  gentlemen  of  note  in  the  profession  were 
present,  who,  after  an  examination  of  .each,  pro- 

nounced them  to  be  cystic  tumors  ;  an  opinion  from 
which  Dr.  Gross  dissented,  believing  that  they  were 
merely  scrofulous  abscesses. 
An  exploring  needle  being  introduced  into  the 

tumors,  pus  of  a  strtimotis  character  escaped  from 
one,  while  the  other  presented  evidence  of  a  solid 
mass  ;  and  for  a  time  the  Doctor  seemed  shaken  in 
his  opinion,  but  with  his  accustomed  coolness  he 
proceeded  to  make  an  incision  into  the  first,  taking 
care  to  carry  the  knife  some  distance  between  the 
skin  and  the  sac  of  the  tumor  before  penetrating  the 
latter,  making  the  valvtilar  opening  reoommended 
by  the  books.  Having  drawn  off  the  s'reater  part  of i  the  fluid,  the  orifice  was  accurately  closed  by  two 
broad  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  arranged  crucially, 
and  supported  by  a  compress  and  roller. 
When,  haviuu-  finished,  he  turned  to  the  second, 

and  having  made  an  opening  into  it  somewhat  larger 

than  the  first  case,  a  semi-l^uid  substance  of  ̂ an unmistakable  strtimotis  character  was  discovered  en- 
i  closed  in  a  sac  evidently  the  remains  of  the  fibrous 
envelope  of  a  lymphatic  gland  in  a  state  of  almormal 
thickening  ;  the  consistent  nature  of  the  fluid  being, 
doubtlessrthe  reason  why  no  discharge  followed  the 
withdrawal  of  the  exploring  needle. 

The  after  treatment  has  been  that  usually  pursued 
in  such  cases,  to  sustain  the  system  ny  tonics  and 
allay  pain  by  anodynes.  When  last  seen,  the  patients 
were  doing  well. 

Necrosis  of  the  Femur. 
John  W.,  aged  seventeen  years,  Salem,  X.  J.  lu 

April,  1S61,  the  patient,  after  an  exposure  to  cold, 
retired  to  bed,  feeling  perfectly  Avell ;  but  toward 
morning  he  was  aroused  by  pain  in  the  left  thigh,  of 
a  sharp,  aching  character,  so  severe  as  to  deprive 
him  of  sleep.  The  soft  parts  soon  became  ex- 

quisitely tender  and  very  much  enlarged,  the  swell- 
ing steadily  increasing  until  it  had  embraced  the 

whole  of  that  portion  of  the  limb.  Some  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  thonuh  not  the  amount  usually 

seen  in  such  cases,  was  present. 
In  tlie  course  of  a  month  the  abscess,  for  such  it 

was,  opened  at  two  points,  one  on  the  inner  and  the 
other  on  the  outer  side  of  the  thiah,  discharging:  an 
enormous  quantity  of  sanious,  fetid  pus,  relieviug 
him  of  pain,  but  producing  no  beneficial  results 
upon  the  system. When  brought  to  the  college,  the  sides  of  the 
openiuiTS  presented  the  papilla-like  projections,  so 
characteristic  of  the  presence  of  dead  bone.  Chloro 
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[Vol.  X. form  being  given,  a  free  incision  was  made  along 
the  long  axis  of  the  bone  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
thigh,  when  a  sequestrum  of  dead  bone  was  discovered 
nine  inches  in  length,  and  so  firmly  imbedded  in  the 
involucrum,  that  it  was  found  necessar}^  to  use  the 
trephine  and  pliers  and  take  it  away  piece  meal.  The 
dead  bone  bavins;  been  extracted,  the  canal  left  by 
i:>  removal  was  well  scraped  and  then  syringed  with 
cold  water,  in  order  to  cleanse  aAvay  all  the  debris 
that  might  have  been  left,  after  which  the  cavity  was 
plugged  Avith  lint,  to  prevent  hemorrhage  from  the 
extensive  internal  osseous  surface.  No  artery  was 
tied,  the  wound  was  brought  together  by  adhesive 
strips.  After  recovering  from  the  anaesthetic  an 
anodyne  was  administered.  Toward  night  vomiting 
set  in  but  was  soon  relieved  by  the  free  use  of  lime 
water. 

As  the  patient  had  been  in  a  debilitated  state  prior 
to  the  operation,  he  was  put  upon  the  use  of  Iron  and 
Quinine,  and  under  this  treatment  he  has  been  pro- 
gressiveh'  improving. 

Scirrhus  of  the  Breast. 

[Maut  S.,  aged  45  years,  married.  Has  had  no 
children.  She  first  noticed  a  hardened  mass  in  the 
left  breast,  three  years  ago,  which  continued  tO  grow 
until  Insr  IMay,  when  ulceration  set  in,  the  ulcer  is 
now  of  an  enormous  size,  with  a  steep  excavated 
appearance,  and  an  excessively  fotil  discliarge  ;  there 
is  very  little  retraction  of  the  nipple,  owing  most 
proliahly  to  the  fact  that  the  disease  began  in  the 
lympliatic  ganglion  between  the  mamma  and  the 
axilla,  and  does  not  involve  much  of  the  gland 
itself.  Tlie  pain  is  very  slight,  the  patient  sleeps  well, 
witliout  an  anodyne,  and  the  appetite  is  good. 

Professor  Gross  after  making  some  remarks  on 
the  nature  and  progress  of  cancer  of  the  breast  in 
general,  stated  that  this  ease  had  advanced  suffi- 

ciently to  ifiistify  an  operation,  only  as  a  njeans  of 
palliatinu  to  get  rid  of  the  discharge  and  fetid  odor. 
As  the  woman  declined  surgical  interference,  he 
contented  himself  with  prescribing,  nutritious  diet, 
support  to  the  breast,  with  chloride  of  zinc  in  solu- 

tion as  a  disinfectant,  and  to  be  taken  internally  the 
following  : 

^-.    Ferri  sulph. 
Quin.  sulph.  aa  gr.  ij. 
Ext.  nucis  vomicce,  g^'- h  M. Ft.  in  pil. 

S.   One  three  times  a  day. 

.ND,") 

University  of  Marylai 
October  zA^th,  1863. 

Surgical  Climc  of  Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith. 
Reported  by  Dr.  J.  W.  P.  Bates. 
Fistula  Lachrymalis. 

"Wftman,  a?t  30.  This  affection  is  nearly  alwa)'s 
the  result  of  abscess,  dependent  upon  closure  of  the 
nasal  duft.  The  only  way  to  relieve  it  is  to  remove 
the  obstruction  and  dilate  the  duet.  Surgeons  for- 

merly used  a  straight  bistoury  to  divide  the  stricture. 
They  wffre  almost  certain  to  transfix  the  canal. 

We  dilate  the;  canal  by  introdiu-ing  probes  gradu- 
ally ItHTiMsintc  in  size  ;  we  very  rarely  use  a  cutting 

iiibtrunieiit.  To-day  we  will  introduce  a  style  which \v(;  will  retain  for  some  weeks.  Srniietimes  it  is 
ncccBsar}'  to  introduce  a  tube,  when  wc  do  so  we 
introduce  it  completely  so  that  no  i)art  of  it  can  be 
seen. 

Necrosis. 
The  patient  a  boy.  In  the  process  of  ossification 

the  cpiphihCH  have  separate  centres  from  the  shaft  of 
long  boncH,  hence  in  early  life  diseases  of  the  shaft 

I  are  not  apt  to  .be  communicated  to  them.    Here  we 
have  a  case  of  necrosis  occupying  the  upper  part  of 
the  middle  third  of  the  right  femur.  Inflammation 

I  is  always  the  precursor  of  this  disease  of  the  bone 
:  and  periosteum.    When  this  membrane  is  inflamed 
j  and  pus  forms  it  is  dissected  from  the  bone  which 
j  dies  like  the  tree  from  which  the  bark  has  been  re- 
I  moved.    As  in  the  case  of  fracture,  nature  forms  a 
j  callus  on  the  outside  embracing  the  dead  bone,  leav- 
j  ing  however  fistulous  orifices  through  which  the  dead 
j  bone  can  be  touched.    Sometimes  nature  gets  rid  of the  dead  bone  ;  sometTimes  the  callus  forms  on  one 
!  side  only  and  crowds  the  dead  bone  out,  but  this  does 
I  not  often  occur  in  cylindrical  bones.    It  is  generally' I  necessary  to  enlarge  the  orifices  and  extract  the  bone 
as  the  patient  will  never  get  well  withotit. 

In  this  case  the  right  femur  is  larger  than  the  left, 
on  account  of  this  callus.  The  dead  bone  is  not 
sufficiently  detached  to  justify  the  operation  of  cut- 
ring  down  upon  it  as  I  might  have  to  use  so  much 
force  in  extraction  as  to  produce  fracture.  We  shall 
allow  nature  to  proceed  with  her  process.  Sometimes 
elongation  of  the  affected  limb  occurs.  I  saw  this 
in  a  case  in  which  the  affected  tibia  Avas  nearly  two 
inches  longer  than  the  other. 

Gun  Shot  "Wound. 
This  man  was  wotmded  some  time  since  by  a  bullet 

which  produced  a  compound  comminuted  fracture 
of  the  humerus.  The  elbow  joint  was  not  affected. 
There  is  a  numbness  all  over  the  back  of  the  hand, 
which  renders  it  probable  that  the  musculo  spiral 
nerve  was  ettt ;  several  pieces  of  bone  have  come-out. 
On  introducing  a  probe  it  comes  in  contact  with  dead 
bone ;  no  fragment  could  be  removed  by  a  long 
narrow  pair  of  forceps.  We  will  insert  a  sponge 
tent  to  dilate  the  opening  which  will  be  better  than 
cutting  ;  apply  a  bandage  and  compress.  This  will 
be  a  tedious  affair,  all  affections  of  the  bones  are  apt 
to  be  chronic. 

Chronic  Ulcers. 
Man,  aged  35.  Tou  see  here  a  varicose  condition 

of  the  veins  of  the  leg,  and  chronic  ulcer.  The  veins 
being  dilated  the  valves  do  not  reach  across,  and  do 
not  prevent  the  blood  from  descending  ;  it  is  also  not 
returned,  but  stagnates  in  the  veins  and  even  in  the 
capillaries.  The  blood  not  being'  renewed  the  func- tions cannot  be  carried  on,  and  the  healing  ju-ocess  is 
not  instituted,  this  ulcer  can  be  cured  without  any 
great  difficulty,  if  the  patient  remains  quiet,  but 
owinu;  to  this  condition  of  the  veins  will  be  liable  to 
a  relapse  from  slight  causes.  As  this  disease  is 
mechanical  we  must  resort  to  mechanical  means  to 
relieve  it.  The  treatment  would  be  to  curethevariTOse 
condition  of  the  veins,  by  obliterating  them,  but  as 
all  these  operations  are  attended  with  danger  we 
use  the  i)alliative  treatment  only,  in  most'cases. Wc  will  bandage  this  leg  from  the  toes  up  to  just 
below  the  knee;  the  bandage  should  be  tightest  on 
the  foot  so  as  to  atlbrd  supi)ort  to  the  enlarged  veins. 
Some  use  an  clastic  stocking  but  they  are  very  ex- 
l)ensivc,  aiid  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  weeks  lose 
their  elasticity.  As  a  dressing  to  the  ulcer  we  apply 
a  cloth  si)read  with  simple  cerate  ;  the  cloth  is  pierced 
with  holes  so  as  to  allow  the  discharge  to  pass  out. 

Case  f3.  -Man,  aged  50.  We  have  here  another 
ease  ol  '  lii  unif  ulcer  and  a  varicose  condition  of  the 
veins,  even  the  minute  ones  being  allected.  The 
patient  says  some  of  the  veiiis  burst  sometime  back, 
'i'his  ulcer  has  everted  edges  which  i)resent  a  car- 
finoinatous  appearance.  We  ai)i)ly  pressure  by 
ni'  ims  of  a  l)andage,  and  if  much  ])ain  use  the  watery 
solution  of  o|)ium.  When  there  is  the  least  tendency 
to  cancerous  disease  the  occurrence  of  any  chronic 
affection  will  invite  it  to  that  part.  We  may  find  it 
necessary  to  destroy  the  margin  which  is  so  promi- 
n(;nt.  and  are  not  certain  that  this  cxijedient  will 
avail. 
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Philadelphia  Dispensary, 
Obstetric  Department,  V 

October,  1863.  ) 

Clinic  by  E.  A.  Spooner,  M.  D. 
Reported  by  J.  H.  Sheri,  M.  D. 

Pruritus  Vulv^. 

Gentlemen  : — Although  pruritus  of  the  vulva  is 
generally  to  be  considered  a  symptomatic  affection, 
the  great  prostration  consequent  upon  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  nervous  system,  want  of  sleep  and 
impaired  digestion  following  in  its  train,  accord  to 
the  disease  the  importance  of  distinction.  Whilst 
by  the  patient,  from  the  intensity  of  her  sufFerintr, 
no  idiopathic  affection  of  the  uterus  or  its  annexia 
would  be  considered  more  distressing. 

The  ca7ises  of  this  disease  are  quite  numerous, 
such  as  circumscribed  inflammation  of  the  vulva, 
acrid  secretions  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  vaginal 
discharges,  uterine  and  vaginal  irritation,  diseases 
of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  want  of  cleanliness,  etc., 
etc. 

The  characteristic  symptom  is  the  intolerable  itch- 
ing of  the  part,  with  sensations  of  heat  and  sore- 
ness ;  the  latter  most  frequently  the  result  of  the 

scratching,  Avhich  the  patient  is  utterly  unable  to 
avoid,  and  which  occasionally  results  in  ulceration. 

Biaf/nosis. — From  the  description  by  the  patient  of 
the  peculiar  irritation,  the  physician  is  directed  to 
an  inspection  which  at  once  reveals  the  nature  of 
the  disease  ;  and  on  further  inquiry  in  res>->ect  to  the 
various  conditions  of  the  vagina,  womb,  bladder, 
and  rectum,  the  cause  cannot  fail  in  being  mani- 

fested, and  must  be  combatted  in  the  treatment, 
which  will  be  both  local  and  general  in  its  applica- tion. 

The  first  case  is  one  in  which  we  have  pruritus  of 
the  vulva  in  consequence  of 

Vaginitis. 
A.  T.  ;  married;  aged  twenty-four  ;  one  child,  four 

years  old  ;  miscarried  at  four  and  a  half  months,  two 
years  ago.  Her  general  health  was  good  when  she 
came  here,  for  the  first  time,  in  August  last.  She 
theu  said  that  her  husband,  who  is  in  the  army,  was 
at  home  on  a  furlough  of  two  weeks,  and  that  shortly 
after  his  arrival  sh^  experienced  a  sense  of  weight, 
soreness  and  heat  in  the  lower  part  of  her  abdomen, 
followed,  in  a  day  or  two,  by  excessive  itching  of  the 
external  genitals.  There  was  some  soreness  of  the 
urethra.  The  discharge  from  the  vagina  was  trifling. 
An  examination  confirmed  the  supposition  that  there 
was  vaginitis,  upon  Avhich  the  pruritus  (of  which 
she  chiefly  complained)  depended.  The  vaginitis  in 
this  case  was  probably  caused  by  excessive  coition. 
Her  husband  had  returned  to  the  army  before  she 
came  to  see  us — the  cause  was  therefore  removed. 
She  was  ordered  a  saline  cathartic,  told  to  use  warm- 
water  injections  into  the  vagina,  and  a  solution  of 
borax  and  sulphate  of  morphia  as.a  wash  externally. 
This  treatment  so  much  relieved  her  that  she  sup- 

posed herself  cured,  therefore  did  not  return  at  the 
time  she  was  requested  to  come.  She  now  presents 
herself,  complaining  of  a  profuse,  white,  creamy 
discharge  from  the  vagina,  and  a  return  of  the  pru- 

ritus. She  has  now  chronic  vaginitis.  Her  general 
health  being  not  so  good  as  it  was  when  she  Avas 
here  in  August,  she  will  take  cinchona  and  iron. 
White-oak-bark  injections  with  the  solution  of  borax 
and  morphia  she  used  before,  will  form  the  local 
treatment. 

In  the  second  case  we  have  pruritus  of  the  vulva 
with 

Dysmenorrhcea. 
J.T. ;  is  twenty-six  years  old;  txiarried  ;  has  one 
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child,  two  years  old.  There  is  indigestion.  She 
complains  of  very  severe  pain  at  each  menstrual 
period,  with  intolerable  Itching  of  the  vulva.  She 
menstruates  regularly  as  to  time,  but  the  discharge 
is  generally  but  very  slightly  colored.  The  cervix 
uteri  will  not  admit  of  the  introduction  of  the 
smallest  sound.  This  is,  therefore,  a  case  of  dys- 
menorrhoea,  caused,  prol)ably,  by  tlie  stricture  of  the 
canal  of  the  cervix.  Pruritus  of  the  vulva  in  these 
cases  is  not  uncommon.  The  patient  will  be  re- 

quested to  attend  regularly,  and  the  stricture  dilated, 
as  in  a  similar  case,  treated  a  month  or  two  ago. 
She  will  take,  between  the  menstrual  periods  : 

I^.  Fer.  et  pot,  tart.,  5ij. 
Syr.  zingiber.  f^ss. 
Aqujebul.,  f3iijss.  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
For  the  pruritus,  we  will  give  her  the  same  wash, 

to  be  used  in  the  same  manner  prescribed  in  the 
other  case. 

In  the  third  case  we  have  pruritus  of  the  vulva  in 
connection  with 

Extensive  Ulceration  of  the  Cervix  Uteri. 

J.  H.  ;  widow;  aged  twenty-eight  years;  has  had 
two  children  ;  both  are  living.  She  complains  of 
pain  in  her  back  and  in  the  region  of  the  ovaries,  a 
sense  of  bearing  down  and  dragging  extending  down 
the  thighs,  and  so  much  increased  by  walking  that 
she  is  obliged  to  keep  her  room  almost  all  the  time, 
and  on  account  of  which  she  has  entirely  abandoned 
her  former  occupation,  that  of  operating  on  a  sewing 
machine.  Her  digestion  is  impaired;  there  is  con- 

stipation ;  her  head  aches  frequently  ;  she  menstru- 
ates at  irregular  intervals  of  five  or  six  weeks  with 

considerable  pain  ;  the  color  of  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge is  darker  than  it  formerly  was  ;  in  quantity 

it  is  unchanged;  there  is  leucorrhoea  accompanied 
with  intense  itching  of  the  vulva  betAveen  the  menstrual 
periods.  These  symptoms  have  existed  to  some  ex- 

tent since  her  last  confinement,  three  years  au'o,  but 
have  greatly  increased  in  severity  v.'ithin  the  last month. 

Per  Vacj.  Ex. — Slight  prolapse,  with  extensive,  non- 
malignant,  superficial  ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri. 

The  ulcerated  surface  Avill  be  cauterized.    She  will 
use  an  injection  of  white-oak  bark,  and  take: 

I^.    (^entiau.  (Cont.)  §ss. 
Sod.  bicarb. 
Rhei.  pulv.,  aa.  3ij. 
Zingiber,  3ss.  M. 

Sig.  Put  into  a  pint  of  boiling  water.    A  wine- 
glassful  three  times  daily. 

The  fourth  case  presents  pruritus  of  the  vulva  in 
connection  with 
Irritable  Eladder  and  a  Swollen  Condition  of 

the  Vulva,  etc. 
E.  T.  ;  married  for  seven  months  ;  aged  eighteen 

years.  General  condition  good.  Complains  of  a 
continual  desire  to  micturate,  Avitli  heat,  soreness 

and  excessive  ?"fc7u«(7  of  the  genitals.  Slic  in;  iisti-u- 
ates  regularly;  her  appetite  is  gooJ,  :  sho  is  not 
troubled  with  sick  stomach.  Wo  woi-Jd.  TluTofore, 
consider  her  not  ])reLina)it.  Mcnsirii;!tioii  li;;s  always 
been  aecompanicd  wiMi  more  or  les.s  pain.  There  is 
constipation.  E\;an\iiiation  shows  great  tumefac- 

tion of  the  vulva.  Tiic  vagina  and  uterus  are 
healthy.    She  will  ti)kc  : 

I^.    Mag.  sulph. Pot.  Ifitart.,  aa.  3,1.  IM. 
Sig.  Desert-spoonful,  morning  and  evening. 
I^.    Liq.  morph.  sulith.,  f^ij. 

Liq.  i^lumb.  subacet.  dil.,  f5V.  M. 
Sig.  Wash  externally. 



390 

PERISCOPE. 

[Vol.  X. 
Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Pyaemia,  or  Pyoseptsmia. 
Dr.  Wm.  Detmold,  of  New  York,  is  good  author- 

ity on  suraienl  questious.  lu  a  lecture  on  Pytemia, 
or  Pyosopf.vmia,  as  lie  prefers  to  call  it,  published 
some  time  since  in  the  American  Medical  Times,  he 

says : — 
We  come  now  to  consider  an  affection  -which  car- 

ries off  perhaps  the  laru'est  pr(^portion  of  wounded 
in  military  hi:ispitals  :  I  mean  py;vMuia.  The  name 
intends  to  convoy  the  character  of  the  dise -se,  that 
is.  a  blood-poisoning-  by  pus.  Whether  that  is  ex- 

actly correct,  we  -\vill  try  to  develop  by  a  l3rief 
inves  iu-ation.  For' this  purpose -we  must  group  to- gerher  certiiin  complaints  which  not  only  show  an 
evident  analogy,  but  which  seem  to  run  into  each 
other. 
We  find  that  in  a  number  of  cases  of  suppurating 

wounds',  a  blood-poisoninu-  develops  itself  Avliich  is 
ushered  in  with  riu'ors,  furred  tongue,  vomiting  and 
diarrho?a,  and  a  rapid  sinlcing  pulse,  and  Avhich  gen- 

erally terminates  fatally  by  purulent  deposits  in 
ditTerent  and  distant  parts;  such  as  abscess  in  the 
liver,  purulent  effusion  in  the  pleura  or  peritoneum, 
or  in  some  of  the  large  joints;  sometimes  the  large 
veins,  especially  the  veins  of  the  liver,  are  filled 
with  pus.  Here  it  is  supposed  that  the  capillary 
absorbents  have  taken  up  the  pus,  and  carried  it 
throui:-h  tlie  veins  into  the  general  circulation,  where 
it  arts  lil^e  a  ferment  upon  the  whole  mass  of  the 
Idood  :  i'  1 .  tion,  however,  shows  that  the  lumeu 
of  till'  -  is  not  lara'e  enough  to  take  up  the 
pus  g! must,  therefore,  assume  that  by 
some  as  yet  uulcnown  process  these  pus  globules  are 
decomposed,  and  that  some  element  of  pus  is  taken 
up. 

Another  form  of  py;Temia  is  developed  in  conse- 
quence of  phlebitis.  The  veins  become  intlamcd, 

the  blood  stau-narcs  in  them,  and  is  ehanu-cd  into 
jius,  which  is  AvashL'd  into  the  circulation.  Here 
au^ain  we  must  object  that  2:ood  pus  may  be  intro- 

duced into  the  circulation  by  direct  inJ(;clion  into  the 
veins,  and  yet  no  pyiPmic  symiitnnis  will  follow. 
]*r(>ffSSor  D.-vLTON  mane.  Ia~t  \v^'e!<.  the  following  ex- 
jieriment  for  me  to  illii>ti-;it(,'  this  iioint.  He  applied 
a  S'.'ton  to  a  healthy  do^-,  and  attei-  i^upituration  was cstablislied  he  injected  the  i)us  into  tlie  iemoral  vein. 
Tlie  dog  has  remained  perfec  tly  healtliy,  no  py;x?mic 
symi)toin.s  oceurrins;  ;  an  evidi  nef  tliat  healthy  pus 
is  not  sufficient  to  develop  the  di^easi;. 

Airain.  puerperal  fever  is  essentially  pyremia  ;  the 
veins  of  the  utei'fis,  opened  by  the  elimination  of  the 
mucous  ino,nil)rane  linimr  tlie  organ,  act  as  tire  con- 

veyors of  the  poison.  The  disease  may  develop  itself 
either  spontaneously,  as  in  some  cases  of  suppurat- 

ing wounds,  tlie  individual  itself  liaving  generated 
tlie  poison,  or  it  may  be  brouirht  on  by  contagion  or 
by  infection.  Thus,  an  accoucheur,  wlio  has  attended 
a  case  of  puerperal  fever,  will  communicate  the  dis- 

ease to  another  woman  in  child-bed,  or  the  puerjieral 
woman  lyiiiir  in  a  vitiated  atmos|)hcre,  where  others 
f-iitr.;r  with  the  disease  will  contract  it  by  infection. 
Jn  the  Lying-in  Asyluni,  in  Vienna,  a  destructive 
<  l»idr;rnie  of  pya-inia  carried  off  a  large  number  of 
women,  until  it  found  that  the  disease  was  commu- 

nicated l)y  the  students  from  the  dissecting  room. 
In  this  instance  the  ai;ent  which  L'enerated  tlie  dis- 
e-ise  was  not  pus,  but  decomposed  animal  tissue. 
Von  all  knf)w  the  dangerous  character  of  the  smallest 
wounds  reeeived  in  dissecting.  Tin;  danger  hero 
depends  on  py;pniic  intoxication  of  the  blood, 
ulthough  there  ia  no  pus  ;  the  name  of  pyiemla, 

therefore,  does  not  convey  a  correct  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  septsemia,  for 
the  decomposed  matter  of  the  dissecting  room  will 
produce  the  disease  without  pus,  and  pus  to  produce 
it  must  have  undergone  a  certain  decomposition,  for 
pus  in  a  closed  abscess  without  access  of  atmos- 

pheric air  will  not  produce  it.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
give  you  the  correct  pathology  of  this  destructive 
disease  ;  I  only  want  to  point  out  to  you  that  the 
name  pyremia,  although  it  indicates  some  of  the 
leading  features,  yet  is  apt  to  carry  us  to  a  hasty  and 
faulty  conclusion,  and  to  lay  before  you  a  number  of 
facts  bearing  upon  the  subject,  Avhich  have  all  to  be 
weighed  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  appreciation. 
Py;pmia  does  not  express  enough,  septi^mia  too 
much,  as  it  Avould  embrace  other  diseases,  such  as, 
for  instance,  scurvy,  which  do  not  belong  here ;  a 
new  name,  pyoseptpemia,  would  parhaps  convey  the 
best  idea  embracing  the  leading  features,  and  ex- 

cluding others  which  are  foreign  to  the  disease. 
Pyi^mia,  or  pyoseptoemia  as  I  think  it  should  be 

called,  is  emphatically  a  blood  disease,  which  may 
develop  itself  either  spontaneously,  the  individual 
itself  furnishing  the  poison,  or  by  contagion,  or  by 
infection,  the  poison  beina-  furnished  either  by  other 
pyipmic  patients,  or  from  dissecting-rooui  poison,  or 
from  patients  with  erysipelas,  either  by  actual  con- 

tact or  through  the  medium  of  vitiated  air.  That  it 
is  a  blood-poisoning  is  evidenced  by  the_manner  of 
its  communication,  by  its  symptoms,  namely,  that  it 
is  ushered  in  by  constitutional  disturbance,  rigors, 
vomiting,  diarrhoea,  etc.,  frequently  without  any 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  local  affection  or 
wound,  that  it  is  communicated  to  persons  without 
wounds  and  in  perfect  health ;  thus  tlie  attendants 
in  hospital  wards  where  py?emia  is  epidemic,  and  in 
lying-in  asylums  where  puerperal  fever  rages,  be- 

\  come  attacked  Avith  all  the  constitutional  siirns  of 
j  the  disease,  Avhich  do  not  yield  until  the  suflerer  is 
I  removed  from  the  influence  of  the  poisonous  atmos- 

phere. In  all  these  respects  pysieraia  differs  materi- 
ally from  the  hospital  gangrene,  of  -^vhich  I  ex- 

pressed to  you  in  my  last  lectui-e  the  opinion,  that  it was  a  local  disease ;  it  onl_v  attacks  persons  who 
'have  a  wound,  and  local  treatment,  that  is  the destruction  of  the  aftected  part,  will  cure  it,  and  if 
no  new  infection  takes  place  the  disease  will  not 
return.    Local  treatment  m  pya?mia  afiects  nothing. 

Au-ainst  the  sporadic,  or,  as  I  have  called  it,  the 
spontaneous  development  of  pyaemia  Avliere  the 
]iatient  develops  the  poison  within  himself,  and  then 

j  infects  himself,  Ave  cannot  guard,  because  Ave  know 
j  not  what  circumstances  or  concurrence  of  circtim- 
i'stances  bring  about  this  efl'ect ;  all  Ave  I-.uoav  is  that j  certain  Avounds  are  more  apt  to  produce  it  than 
others  :  thus  Avounds  of  the  head,  especially  Avhere 
the  brain  is  involved,  (here  Ave  tind  in  a  laru'C  ]n-o- 
lioriion  ahseesses  in  the  liver.)  all  Avounds  lU'ar  the 

\  trunk,  e^^peeially  about  the  scrotum  and  ]ierinamm, 
and  moi-e  than  any  others  gunshot  fractui'es.  Hut  if 
Ave  are  helpless  in  resisting  the  development  of  spon- 

taneous iiyieiiiia,  Ave  are  not  so  in  preventing  its  epi- 
demic orcui  i-eiice.  The  utmost  cleanliness  of  the 

,  Avards.  sei-ui)nU)us  attention  to  ventilation,  and  all 
i  the  other  hyuienic  measures  upon  Avhich  I  have 
insisted  f)n  former  occasions ;  avoiding  as  much  as 
l)ossible  the  accumulation  of  patients  Avith  suppu- 

rating Avounds  in  the  same  Avard,  and  not  alloAvIng  a 
!  constant  succession  of  Avounded  to  occupy  the 
'  Avards,  l.Mit  to  have  the  Avards  from  time  to  time !  evacuated   and    thoroughly  cleaned   and  policed. 
Stuomkver  recommends  to  have  always,  if  possible, 

j  a  i)ortion  of  the  hospital  unoccupied,  so  as  to  be !  alile  to  transfer  the  patients  from  time  to  time  to  a 
1  (dean  Avard.  Do  not  alloAV  the  assistants  Avho  make 
tli(!  post-mortem  examinations,  to  dress  the  Avounded 
Avithout  a  previous  thorough  cleaning  and  airing. 
In  larirc  hos])itals  it  is  best  to  detail  an  assistant  ex- 

I  clusively  for  the  post-mortem  examinations,  avIio  is I  to  have  nothing  to  do  Avith  the  wounded.    Keep  all 
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instruments  and  other  appliances,  sucli  as  sponges, 
etc.,  used  in  tlie  dead-house,  entirely  distinct  from 
those  used  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  If  cases  of 
erysipelas  occur,  separate  them  from  the  rest  of  the 
wounded.  If  in  spite  of  all  these  precautions  pyfe- 
mia  should  show  itself  in  an  epidemic  form,  the 
safest  plan  is  to  ev;icuate  the  premises,  take  your 
patients  to  another  building,  or  place  them  in  tents 
or  shanties,  and  have  the  hospital  thoroughly  over- 

hauled before  you  occupy  it  again  with  wounded. 
Pysemia  may  appear  in  a  more  or  less  acute  form, 

and  its  danger  is  in  direct  proportion  to  its  acute- ness.    In  the  most  acute  form  it  becomes  fatal 
before  any  purulent  deposits  in  distant  parts  can 
take  pl;>ce.    The  patient  is,  while  apparently  doing 
well,  suddenly  seized  with  a  rigor  with  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea,  ■  old  extremities  and  all  the  symptoms  of  | 
collapse,  and  never  rallies  ;  in  other  forms  of  the  1 
disease  an  irregular  succession  of  the  rigors  and  all  | 
the  other  symptoms  in  less  intensity  indicate  and  : 
lead'  to  the  purulent  deposits,  either  in  the  large  | cavities  or  in  the  joints  ;  the  mildest  form  of  the  j 
disease  is  where  the  purulent  deposits  take  place  in 
the  cellular  tissue  near  the  surface,  forming  rapidly 
and  without  much  previous  local  inflammation  large 
abscesses,  which  in  some  instanc-es  assume  a  critical 
character,  the  system  thus  eliminating  the  poison. 
In  some  cases  the  disease  is  preceded  by  premonitory 
symptoms,  the  Avorst  of  which  is  venous  hiemor- 
riiage,  which,  although  it  may  be  but  slight  in  quan- 

tity, indicates  an  obstruction  in  the  veins  above.  As 
far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  I  have  never  seen  a 
patient  recover  who  has   had,  without  apparent 
cause,  venous   haemorrhage  from  a  suppurating 
wound. 

The  treatment  of  pypemia  consists  in  the  free 
administration  of  dilfusible  and  alcoholic  stimulants, 
with  quinine  and  opium.  Under  such  a  regimen 
some  of  the  more  chronic  cases  may  recover  ;  in  the 
acute  forms  the  stomach  rejects  everything.  In 
these  cases,  I  have  found  iced  champagne  giving  the 
most  relief ;  in  fact,  the  only  thing  which  the 
stomach  would  retain. 

If  any  of  the  assistants,  or  other  hospital  attend- 
ants, manifest  the  constitutional  signs  of  pyremia, 

viz.,  prostration  of  strength,  pale  countenance,  foul 
tongue,  irregular  chills,  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea, 
they  must  for  a  while  leave  the  hospital,  have  plenty 
of  fresh  air  and  quinine,  and  they  must  not  too  soon 
return  to  their  duties  in  the  hospital,  otherwise  they 
will  have  a  relapse. 

Marriage  between  Cousins. 
SEGri^s  denies  that  marriages  of  consanguinity 

have  necessarily  a  tendency  to  produce  diseased  off- 
spring. He  relates  the  results  of  ten  marriages  which 

have  occurred  between  his  own  family  and  the  family 
of  ?JoxTGOLFiER.  Eight  of  these  marriages  were 
between  cousins-german,  and  two  between  uncles 
and  nieces.  Between  1813  and  1858,  sixty-one  chil- 

dren have  issued  fro^  these  unions,  of  whom  forty- 
six  are  alive.  No  case  of  deaf-and-durabness,  of 
hydrocephalus,  of  stuttering,  or  of  six  fingers  on  the 
hand,  has  been  observed  among  them.  'A.  Seguin concludes  that,  when  there  exists  any  constitutional 
tendency  to  disease  in  a  family,  the  tendency  to  its 
developement  is  increased  in  the  offspring  by  con- 

sanguineous marriage  ;  but  that,  in  alliances  between 
members  of  a  family  endowed  with  a  good  constitu- 

tion, there  wall  be  augmentation  of  the  vital  forces  in 
the  offspring.  This  is,  in  fact,  just  what  is  observed 
in  animals  whose  breed  is  improved  by  man.  M. 
Flourens  remarked  on  the  subject,  that  it  is  always 
well  to  study  long  before  publishing,  and  that  noth- 

ing has  hitherto  been  advanced  on  the  subject  of 
consanguineous  marriages  Avorthy  of  serious  con- 

sideration.— Brit.  Med,  Jour. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

Synopsis  of  the  Course  of  Lectures  on  Materia 
Medica  and  Pharmacy,  delivered  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  :  with  three  Lectures  on  the  Modus 
Operandi  of  Medicines.  By  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D. 
Third  edition,  revised,  pp.  244.  Philadelphia  : 
Blanchard  &  Lea.    1863.  Price  

This  work  being  simply  what  it  purports  to  be,  a 
Sjmopsis  of  Professor  CARSO>r's  Lectures  on  Materia 

I  .Medica  and  Pharmacy,  is  intended  especially  for  the 
use  of  the  students  attending  his  lectures.    Most  of 
the  work  is  incomplete  without  the  lectures,  to  which 
it  is  a  guide.    But  this  edition  contains  three  lectures 
on  the  operation  of  Medicines,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Nervous  System,  and  by  Absorption,  which 

I  will  well  repay  any  one  for  the  purchase  of  the  book. 
I     Two  of  the  lectures  are  devoted  to  an  intelligent 
I  discussion,  in  the  light  of  modern  research,  of  the 
I  operation  of  medicines  through  the  medium  of  the 
I  nervous  system.    The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  Dr. 
;  Carson  are  as  follows  : 
!     1..  Medicines  acting  upon  the  nerves  are  either 
I  stimulants  or  sedatives. 

j     2.  They  produce  their  effects  either  by  directly  act- 
}  ing  upon  the  nerves,  or  through  the  intervention  of 
I  the  circulation. 

j  3.  Stimidants  impress  the  peripheral  extremities  of 
I  the  nerves,  inducing  an  excitation  that  is  trans- 
j  mitted  to  the  nerve  centres  in  the  line  of  cognizance 
of  impressions,  and  produces  reflex  movements  of 
j  excitation  in  the  part  acted  on  or  in  other  parts  and 
j  organs  of  the  economy  ;  or  they  are  introduced  into 
j  the  circulation  so  as  to  effect  the  nerve  centres  and 
!  the  nervous  trunks  and  fibrillge,  thus  operating  on 
I  the  organs  and  tissues. 
I  4.  Sedative  agents  are  capable  of  paralyzing  the 
!  extreme  peripheral  ramifications  of  the  xoierves,  or 
the  nerve  trunks,  with  which  they  are  brought  in 
contact ;  but  this  impression  is  not  transmitted  by 
the  nerves  to  the  nerve  centres,  and  induces  no  re- 

mote, general  effects.  It  is  necessary,  that,  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  upon  the  organs  generally,  they  should 

be  absorbed  and  carried  to  the  nerve  centres,  or  to 
the  nervous  structure  distributed  to  the  organs,  the 

i  power  of  which  is  depressed  or  paralyzed.' 5.  The  effects  of  stimulants  are  in  their  nature 
active,  inducing  rapidity  and  greater  vigor  in  the 
functions  of  animal  or  organic  life,  while  those  pro- 

duced by  secZc/^i^-es  are  ̂ ja.s.su'e,  and  are  owing  to  the 
abstraction  of  nervous  influence  in  the  organs  and 
tissues,  whereby  their  functions  and  movements  are 

suppressed. 6.  We  are  ignorant  of  the  exact  reason  of  the 
dynamical  influence  that  is  exerted  upon  the  nerves 
and  nerve  centres,  be  the  phenomena  exhibited  those 
of  excitation  or  of  depression. 

The  third  lecture  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  the 
absorption  of  medicines  and  an  elucidation  of  the 
doctrine  of  endosmosis  and  exosmosis.  A  strong 
array  of  facts  is  presented,  proving  that  medicines 
are  absorbed  into  the  system. 

The  work  seems  to  be  thoroughly  adapted  to  the 

object  for  which  it  was  published,  and" is  issued  in  a 
very  neat,  substantial  style,  by  the  publishers. 
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PREMIUMS  FOR  nSTEWvSUBSCRIBERS. 

Ill  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  worth  of  books  to 
their  libraries  hereafter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  rcith  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 
ye'ir.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  page  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

THE    SANITARY    INTERESTS    OF  OUR 
LARGE  CITIES. 

The  population  of  our  country,  and  especially  of 
our  large  towns  and  cities,  is  increasing  at  an  un- 

exampled rate.  Indeed,  we  may  say  that  in  some 
respects  this  increase  is  fearful  to  contemplate.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  one  of  the  effects  of  a  civil 
war  on  a  gigantic  scale  would  be  to  diminish  the 

population  of  the  country,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
embarrass  its  progress.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
demands  on  the  male  population  to  recruit  the 

armies  would  paralyze  many  branches  of  industry 

— that  foreign  immigration  would  be  qhecked,  if 
not  entirely  arrested,  and  indeed,  that  much  of 

our  resident  population  would  seek  a  refuge  in 
foreign  countries,  and  particularly  in  the  neighbor- 

ing Englisli  [)roviiice  of  Canada.  These  anticipa- 
tions have  fallen  very  far  short  of  being  realized. 

True,  the  draft  on  the  male  population  of  the 
country  has  been  heavy;  the  loss  of  life  and  the 

disablement  of  many,  and  tlje  (emergency  that  re- 
quires the  presence  in  the  field  of  several  hundred 

thousand  men,  has  subtracted  largely  from  many 
of  our  industrial  pursuits,  and  the  effect  in  some 

regions  has  been  a  scarcity  of  laborers  and  an  ap- 
preciation of  wages.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 

there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  growth  of 

our  population,  which  has  tended  partly,- at  least, 
to  fill  the  gaps  made  by  the  civil  conflict,  and  the 
probabilities  are  strong  that  they  will  soon  be  much 
more  than  made  good.  This  increase  comes  from 

three  principal  sources,  first— Foreign  immigration, 
so  far  from  being  checked  by  the  war,  seems  to 
have  received  an  extraordinary  impulse.  We  refer 

here  to  the  direct  immigration  into  our  ports  from 

Europe.  It  has  been  enormous  this  year — not  be- 
yond precedent,  but  far  in  advance  of  any  single 

year  for  some  years  past,  and  the  prospect  now  is 

that  the  coming  year  this  immigration  may  be  be- 

yond precedent.  Second — The  indirect  immigra- 
tion from  abroad  through  Canada,  has  been  very 

heavy.  We  have  lost  very  ,  little  population  by 

emigration  to  Canada,  as  our  Canadian  friends 
anticipated  we  would,  while  their  newspapers  have 
been  loud  in  their  complaints  that  much  of  their 

immigrant  population,  instead  of  settling  on  their 
own  broad  and  inviting  fields,  makes  its  way 

through  to  the  States.  Third — There  has  been  a 
not  inconsiderable  addition  to  the  population  of 

the  loyal  States  by  escape  from  the  insurgent  States 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  section  of  the 

country,  and  the  present  indications  are  that  the 
augmentation  of  population  from  this  source  will 
continue  to  increase  for  a  time. 

These  facts  supply  food  for  thought  and  specu- 
lation to  the  political  economist,  the  philanthropist 

and  the  Christian.  We  propose  to  submit  to  our 

readers  a  few  thoughts  in  connection  with  their 

bearing  on  the  sanitary  interests,  particularly  of 

our  large  cities.  The  most  casual  observer  in  pass- 
ing through  the  streets  of  our  large  cities,  will 

notice  a  fact  that  is  in  very  striking  contrast  with 

what  prevailed  two  years  ago,  soon  after  the  re- 
bellion broke  out.  For  whereas  then  there  were 

hundreds  of  stores  and  houses  "To  Let" — now, 
such  a  bill  on  a  house  is  a  very  rare  sight,  and  if  per- 

chance he  should  desire  to  rent  a  house,  he  would 
discover  that  it  is  an  exceedingly  difiicult  thing  to 
find  one.  Besides  this,  new  houses  are  being  built 
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at  an  unprecedented  rate  in  all  our  large  cities, 

and  they  find  tenants  faster  than  they  can  be  pre- 
pared for  their  reception.  He  is  a  happy  man 

now  in  our  large  cities  who  has  houses  to  rent.  , 
And  just  here  comes  in  the  question  of  special 

interest  to  medical  men  as  sanitarians.  We  see 

population  from  some  source,  to  us  it  is  no  matter 
what,  crowding  into  our  large  towns  and  cities, 
coming  much  faster  than  it  can  be  properly  provided 
for.  The  eagerness  to  provide  accommodations 

for  this  large  accession  to  our  population  will  cer- 
tainly have  a  bad  effect  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

Capitalists  will  be  tempted  to  increase  their  income 
by  putting  too  many  houses  on  a  given  plot  of 
ground,  and  the  neglect  of  necessary  and  obvious 
sanitary  laws  in  their  erection ;  landlords  will 
crowd  their  houses  with  tenantry  to  the  imminent 

danger  of  generating  disease  from  an  overcrowded 
population.  Our  municipal  authorities  are  likely 
to  fail,  and  are  failing  to  do  their  part  in  preparing 
for  this  influx  of  population.  Water,  that  sine  qua 
nan  in  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  is  already  a  scarce 

article  in  some  of  our  cities,  and  a  very  heavy  ex- 

penditure is  needed  to  supply  it  in  quantities  ad- 
equate even  to  the  present  wants  of  the  population. 

Streets  are  not  graded,  and  drainage  is  very  de- 

ficient,' Municipal  cleanliness  too,  is  fast  becoming 
a  thing  of  the  past  in  our  large  cities. 

Unfortunately  our  profession  does  not  occupy 
the  position  it  should  in  our  municipal  organiza- 

tions, and  can  exert  little  influence  in  correcting 
existing  and  prospective  evils  of  the  kind  enumer- 

ated, other  than  arises  from  their  personal  and 

social  influence.  They  should,  however,  make  the 
most  of  this,  and  do  all  they  can  to  advance  the 
sanitary  interests  of  our  towns  and  cities,  and  avert 
as  far  as  possible  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  ex- 

posed, which  are  adverted  to  above.  There  is  not 

a  city  on  our  broad  continent  that  is  not  sadly  de- 
ficient in  sewerage,  while  there  are  few  cities  in 

the  world  so  well  adapted  to  thorough  drainage  as 
most  of  burs  are. 

Notes  and  Comments, 

Return  of  the  Surgeon-General. 
It  is  announced  that  Surgeon- General  Hammond 

has  returned  from  his  tour  of  inspection  of  the 

hospitals  in  the  Departments  of  the  South  and  the 
Gulf. 

Judging  from  our  correspondence,  the  medical 
officers  in  these  Departments  are  disposed  to  repel 
the  charge  recently  made  in  one  or  two  of  our  co- 
temporaries,  that  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
hospitals  was  so  bad  that  no  one  but  the  Surgeon- 
General  could  rectify  them.  The  disinterested  de- 

votion of  these  journals  to  the  Surgeon- General, 
has  led  them  to  overleap  the  bounds  of  discretion, 
and  to  do  wanton  injustice  to  the  officers  having 
charge  of  medical  affairs  in  the  departments  named. 

The  order  under  which  the  Surgeon-General  pro- 
ceeded to  those  departments  was  issued  at  a  season 

when  serious  sickness  was  threatened,  and  there 
was  nothing  in  it  to  justify  the  infere.nce  that  med- 

ical affairs  there  were  not  properly  conducted.  Our 
correspondents  protest  against  the  Surgeon-General 
being  "  white- washed  at  their  expense." 

Physician's  Hand-Book. 
Townsbnd's  Hand-Book  of  Practice  and  Phy- 

sician's Visiting  List  for  1864,  is  now  ready  for 
delivery.  It  has  been  thoroughly  revised,  and 
somewhat  enlarged.  The  work  comprises,  1.  A 
Hand-book  of  Practice;  2.  Names  and  addresses 
of  patients,  etc.;  3.  Record  of  Practice  and  Treat- 

ment ;  4.  An  Obstetric  calendar  and  record ;  5. 
Blank  pages  for  general  memoranda,  etc.  A  great 
deal  of  labor  has  been  expended  in  the  perfection 
of  this  work,  and  it  has  many  features  to  commend 
it  to  the  generaj.  practitioner,  while  it  contains 
much  that  in  our  view  might  have  been  advan- 

tageously omitted. 
The  price  of  the  Hand-Book  is  $1  25.  The  Re- 

porter for  one  year  and  the  Hand-Book  will  be 
furnished  by  us  for  $3  85. 

Correspondence, 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  Dr.  W.  W.  COTE. 
Paris,  October  i6th,  1863. 

Orbital  Exostosis. 

I  was  lately  present  at  an  interesting  operation 
by  Dr.  Maisonneuve,  chief  surgeon  to  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  who  performed  the  extirpation  of  an  enor- 

mous exostosis  in  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  An  ex- 
ostosis in  this  part,  you  are  aware,  causes  the 

organ  of  vision  to  protrude,  and  moreover  produces 
a  compression  on  the  brain  which  may  in  time 
occasion  death.  The  destruction  of  these  osseous 
tumors  has  been  rarely  attempted  by  surgeons, 
and  then  only  partially,  for  fear  of  breaking  the 
bone  which  forms  their  base.  They  are  so  hard 
that  the  best  tempered  steel  is  employed  in  vain 
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[Vol.  X. upon  their  tissue.  Thus,  in  one  case  on  record,- 
the  surgeons  worked  five  hours  with  gouge  and 
mallet,  and  only  succeeded  in  carrying  off  one-third 
of  the  tumor.  In  this  case  Dr.  Maisonneuve  reso- 

lutely attacked  the  base  of  the  tumor,  detached  it 
in  a  few  seconds  by  breaking  the  bone  on  which  it 
rested,  and  then  by  slow  degrees  extracted  it  in  a 
single  block.  It  weighed  90  grammes,  its  vertical 
diameter  was  52  millimetres,  its  antero-posterior 
diameter  62,  and  the  transversal  one  40.  Its  base 
presented  a  surface  of  four  square  centimetres. 

Its  tissue  was  much  harder  than  that  of  ivory. 
Immediately  after  the  operation  the  eye  was  care^ 
fully  replaced  in  its  orbit,  and  at  present  the  sub- 

ject, a  young  man  of  19,  has  completely  recovered 
both  his  health  and  eyesight. 

Spontaneous  Generation. 
The  question  of  spontaneous  generation  which 

seemed  to  have  been  set  at  rest  last  year  by  a  de- 
cision of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  granting  the 

Alhumbert  prize  to  M.  Pasteur,  one  of  the  most 
ardent  opponents  of  the  theory  of  spontaneous 
generation,  is  now  being  revived  by  its  old  advo- 

cates, MM.  Pouchet,  Joly  and  Musset,  now  leagued 
together  in  a  serried  phalanx.  Starting  from  M. 
Pasteur's  assertion  that  "it  is  always  possible  to 
take,  in  a  given  place,  a  considerable  but  limited 
quantity  of  common  air,  having  undergone  no  kind 
of  physical  or  chemical  modification,  and  yet  in- 

capable of  causing  any  alteration  in  an  eminently 

putrescible  liquid,"  those  gentlemen,  in  a  paper 
addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  described 
certain  experiments  of  theirs  calculated  to  invalid- 

ate their  adversary's  opinion.  Having  on  the  25th 
of  August  last  ascended  the  Pyrenees  and  reached 
La  Rencluse  and  the  glaciers  of  La  Maladetta  with 
a  certain  number  of  glass  receivers,  each  of  a  ca- 

pacity of  about  one  fourth  of  a  litre,  and  contain- 
ing about  one-twelfth  of  a  litre  of  an  infusion  of 

hay  filtered  and  boiled  during  an  hour — every 
particle  of  air  having  been  previously  expelled 
from  the  receivers — they  began  operations  at  8 
P.  M.,  at  an  altitude  of  3,000  metres  (9,000  feet;, 
scrupulously  observing  the  precautions  pointed 
out  by  M.  Pasteur.  The  guides  and  some  sports- 

men whom  curiosity  had  attracted  to  the  spot, 
were  requested  to  stand  at  a  distance,  and  in  order 
to  avoid  any  dust  from  thcsir  own  clothes,  they 
held  tlieir  receivers  high  up  in  the  air  before 
breaking  tlie  glass  point  terminating  the  quill  of 
each  in  order  to  let  in  the  air.  This  done,  the  quill 
was  again  drawn  to  a  point  at  the  blow-pipe,  and 
hermetically  sealed.  On  the  following  morning 
they  penetrated  into  a  fissure  of  the  glacier  and 
filled  other  receivers  in  the  same  way.  On  their 
return  to  Luchon  they  examined  three  receivers, 
M,  Y  and  Z,  they  had  left  there.  Z,  which  was 
hermetically  closed  ])y  the  blow-jjipe  while  in  i 

ebullition,  contained  no  organized  production,  but 
X  and  Y,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  which  had  been 
kept  constantly  open,  and  the  other  corked,  con- 

tained immense  numbei-s  of  bacteria,  monads  and 
aspergilli,  but  not  a  single  ciliated  animalcule. 
The  other  receivers,  wlacli  had  been  closed  at  the 
glacier,  were  then  opened,  and  found  amply  pro- 

vided with  bacteria,  monads,  vibrios  and  other 
animalcules — whence  our  authors*  conclude  that 
the  air  of  the  highest  mountains,  though  not  con- 

taining any  germs,  will  admit  of  the  spontaneous 

generation  of  organized  beings.  ' Canine  Madness. 
The  generally  received  opinion  that  the  disor- 

der known  as  canine  madness  is  constantly  fatal, 
seems  about  to  be  seriously  questioned.  The 
Aheille  Medicals  publishes  a  letter  from  M.  E.  Db- 
BLOix,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  in  which  he  arrives 
at  the  following  conclusions: — 1.  T4iat  a  subject 
laboring  under  canine  madness  may  die  without 
aiiy  fit  of  frenzy  ;  2.  That  a  subject  in  whom  the 
disorder  is  characterized  by  such  fits,  their  fre- 

quency is  in  tlie  direct  ratio  of  exterior  provoca- 
tion ;  3.  That  a  dOg  may,. in  a  violent  fit  of  anger, 

communicate  the  disease  by  a  bite,  and  yet  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  perfect  health;  and  4.  That  there 

are  examples  which  show  that  communicated  rabies 
is  capable  of  cure,  either  spontaneously,  or  by 
means  of  a  proper  treatment.  The  two  first  points 
were  the  subject  of  an  article  in  a  letter  I  sent  you 
two  weeks  ago ;  the  third  is  rendered  probable  by 
an  observation  made  some  time  ago  by  M.  Putbgnot  ; 
as  to  the  fourth,'  the  cases  quoted  by  our  author 
seem  conclusive.  In  the  first,  a  dog  inoculated 
with  the  saliva  of  a  man  attacked  with  the  disease, 
a  fortnight  after  displays  all  the  symptoms  of  quiet 
madness,  which,  however,  gradually  diminish  in 
intensity,  and  at  length  disappear  entirely  in  the 
course  of  thirteen  days,  without  any  remedy  being 
applied.  The  second  case  was  much  the  same. 
In  the  third  case  a  man  and  his  wife  were  bitten 
by  an  unknown  dog  ;  a  month  later  the  man  died 
of  confirmed  rabies  at  the  hospital.  Two  days 
after  his  death  his  wife  was  taken  ill  and  received 
into  the  hospital,  when  the  physician  pronounced 
her  disorder  to  be  rabies — nevertheless  she  got 
better,  and  eventually  recovered.  The  doctor  then 
said  he  had  been  misled  by  the  symptoms,  and 
that  the  disorder  was  not  rabies.  The  question  at 
once  presents  itself:  What  was  it  then?  Either 
rabies  has  definite  symptoms  which  may  be  easily 
recognized,  or  there  must  be  a  disorder  hitherto 
unknown  which  has  the  same  symptoms  and  yet  is 
not  rabies.  Is  it  not  more  logical  to  confess  at 
once  that  rabies  is  not  always  incurable  ?  The 
fourth  case  is  one  reported  in  1777,  by  the  surgeon 
]'>KNnoN.  A  sow  and  a  little  dog  were  both  bitten 

I  by  a  mad  dog,  which  afterwaid  ran  away,  but  re- 
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turned  two  days  after  in  a  pitiable  state.  Bendon 
had  it  put  into  a  cage,  and  for  several  days  it  pre- 

sented all  the  symptoms  of  madness.  Bendon 
then  caused  vinegar  to  boil  in  the  cage,  so  as  to 
expose  the  animal  to  the  fumes.  By  degrees  the 
patient  got  better,  and  at  length  recovered.  Six 
days  after  the  infliction  of  the  bite,  the  sow  became 
raging  mad,  a  state  which  lasted  seven  hours. 
Bendon  took  advantage  of  a  momentary  respite  to 
cause  boiling  vinegar  to  be  let  down  into  the  sty. 
When  this  vinegar  got  cool  the  sow  drank  some 
and  got  better.  Vinegar  was  then  mixed  with  its 
food,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  animal 
was  radically  cured.  The  little  dog  had  no  symp- 

toms at  all.  It  may  now  be  asked  whether  these 
cures  were  spontaneous,  or  owing  to  the  vinegar. 
At  all  events  these  cases  show  that  there  is  a  pos- 

sibility of  recovery,  and  M.  Decroix  thinks  that 
among  all  the  nostrums  proposed  as  specifics  for 
this  terrible  affection,  there  may  happen  to  be  one 
of  real  value,  but  rejected  on  account  of  the  pre- 

conceived opinion  of  the  incurability  of  the  disease. 
Ergot  of  Wheat. 

M.  Leperdriel,  of  Montpellier,  proposes  the  em- 
ployment of  ergot  of  wheat  as  a  substitute  for  ergot 

of  rye.  It  is  well  known  that  serious  inconve- 
niences attend  the  administration  of  the  latter 

remedy,  from  the  fact  that  it  contains  a  notable 
amount  of  a  poisonous  resinous  principle.  Besides 
it  is  soon  injured  by  damp,  and  becomes  destroyed 
by  mites,  thus  rendering  it  in  many  cases  not  only 
an  inert  but  also  a  dangerous  remedial  agent. 
Struck  by  these  drawbacks  to  the  employment  of 
ergot  of  rye,  M.  Leperdriel  sought  after  a  remedy 
possessing  all  its  medicinal  properties  without 
having  to  the  same  extent  its  alterability  or  poison- 

ous effects.  These  he  found  in  the  ergot  of  wheat, 
which  although  much  rarer  than  that  of  rye,  can 
be  procured  in  sufficient  quantity.  Its  color  is 
much  the  same  as  that  of  rye,  but  differs ^n  shape. 
Whilst  the  ergot  of  rye  is  fusiform,  generally 
curved  like  the  spur  of  a  cock,  and  furrowed  lon- 

gitudinally with  striae  of  equal  length,  the  ergot 
of  wheat  preserves  the  form  of  the  grain  which  it 
replaces,  is  deeply  cleft,  and  often  even  divided 
into  two,  sometimes  into  three,  at  its  upper  ex- 

tremity. It  has  the  remarkable  physical  property 
of  resisting  decay,  and  hence  of  preserving  for  a 
length  of  time  its  medical  virtues.  It  can  thus  be 
kept  many  years  without  undergoing  any  alter- 

ation. It  moreover  contains  15  per  cent,  less  of 
the  poisonous  principle  of  ergots,  and  yields  20  per 
cent,  more  of  the  efficacious  principle.  Such  are 
the  reasons  which  lead  M.  Lepekdriel  to  prefer 
the  ergot  of  wheat  to  that  of  rye. 

Ice  in  Sea-sickness. 
Ice  is  recommended  as  a  sure  remedy  as  well  as 

a  prophylactic  against  sea-sickness.  A  traveler 
states  that  he  has  tried  it  himself  With  success, 
and  that  if  the  stewards  of  steamers  would  keep  a 
supply  of  lemon  water  ices  on  board,  they  would 
profit  themselves  and  render  great  service  to  their 
passengers. 

DOMESTIC. 

An  Interesting  ZSTecropsy  :  Pleural  adhesions  : 
displacement  of  Heart  and  Stomach. :  tubercular 
disease  of  Lv.ngs  :  enlargement  of  Liver  :  wound 
cf  Skull ;  injury  to  Brain  and  d'sorganization 
of  its  substance  ;  a  pint  of  Pus  in  the  cavity  of 
the  Skull  ? 

Harewood  Hospital,  } 
Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  1863.  S 

W.  M.  W.,  private  Co.  I,  19th  Georgia.  Upon 
opening  the  thorax,  pleural  adhesions  were  found 
along  the  entire  course  of  the  membrane.  The  heart 
was  found  normal,  but  displaced,  being  thrown  over 
to  the  median  line.  No  effusion  in  the  pericardium. 
The  liver  was  found  very  much  enlarged,  pushing 
the  stomach  over  where  the  heart  should  have  been 
otherwise  the  stomach  was  natural. 

No  pathological  changes  were  noticed  beyond  this 
in  the  abdominal  ca^jty.  The  right  lung  was  found 
greatly  diseased,  being  filled  with  large  and  smaller 
cavities  ;  the  structure  of  the  lung  was  completely 
infiltrated  with  tubercular  matter.  The  left  lung 
presented  the  same  general  condition  as  the  right 
lung,  but  the  tubercular  matter  had  not  progressed 
as  in  the  right. 

The  patient  having  been  wounded  at  the  late  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  by  a  buck-shot  in  the  frontal  bone 
about  an  inch  above  the  external  angle  of  the  right 
eye,  producing  a  fracture  of  the  bone,  induced  me 
to  examine  the  brain.  From  the  time  the  patient 
was  admitted,  December  23,  1SG2,  he  never  gave 
evidences  of  any  cerebral  symptoms,  except  com- 

plaining occasionally  of  a-  head-ache  ;  beiug  in  the 
full  possession  of  all  of  his  mental  faculties  until 
within  a  few  hours  of  dissolution,  when  he  sunk  into 
a  state  of  coma. 

The  pulmonai-y  symptoms  did  not  (develop  them- 
selves until  he  had  been  some  time  in  the  hospital — 

upon  examining  the  external  surface  of  the  skull 
found  a  stellated  fracture  of  the  external  plate,  and 
found  a  piece  of  lead — evidently  a  buck-shot — 
imbedded  in  the  diploe  and  internal  plate  of  the 
skull.  The  stellated  arms  of  the  bone  had  become 

necrosed,  and  were  found  l;ying  loose  upon  the 
imbeded  shot.  Upon  removing  the  calvaria  found 
the  internal  pLde  fractured  in  the  same  stellated 
form  as  the  external  plate.  The  stellated  arms  of 
the  bone  were  not  displaced,  bu;  found  loose. 

At  the  point  of  the  wound  tlie  membranes  of  the 
brain  were  found  adherent  to  the  bone.  The  entire 
surface  of  the  membranes  was  highly  congested. 
Upon  removing  the  brain  found  the  right  hemis- 

phere, especially  the  anterior  lobe,  completely  .filled 
with  pus,  constituting  a  complete  sac  ;  the  left  bemi- 
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sphere,  particularly  the  anterior  lobe,  -n-as  found  in 
a  completely' softened  state,  and  containing  a  con- 

siderable amount  of  pus.  Indeed,  the  entire  nervous 
substance  vras  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  change,  and 
contained  near  a  pint  of  pus  !  ! 

Seeing  the  excessive  amount  of  pathological 
change  in  the  brain  structure,  and  the  entire  reten- 

tion of  every  mental  faculty  to  vrithin  a  few  hours  of 
death,  the  case  becomes  one  of  interest  and  amaze- 
ment. 

The  patient  being  of  a  strumous  diathesis,  the 
qxiestion  naturally  arises  how  far  the  injury  to  the 
brain  influenced  the  developement  of  the  pulmonary 
disease  ? 

Llottd  Docket,  M.  D., 
Assistant-Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Promotions  and  Appointments. 
The  following  promotions  and  appointments  in 

the  Volunteer  Medical  Staff,  have  been  made  during 
the  week  : 

Assistant-Surgeon  Jabez  Perkins,  to  be  Surgeon. 
Charles  B.  White,  M.  D.,  of  La.,  to  be  Assistant- Suraeon. 

C'.  F.  Brisbane,  'SI.  D.,  of  New  York,  to  be  Assist- ant-Sur^-eon. 
Lincoln  R.  Stone.  M.  D.,  of  Mass.,  to  be  Assistant- Snrireon. 
E.  D.  Buckman,  M.  D.,  of  Pennsylvania  to  be 

Assistant-Surgeon. 
Ordered  to  Eeport  for  Duty. 

Surgeon  B.  Beust,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  department  of  the  South,  and  will 
report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  General  Com- 

manding: the  Department  of  the  INlonongahela,  to  re- 
lieve Assistant-Surgeon  J.  C.  McKee,  U.  S.  A. 

Assistant-Sur^reon  ]V[cKee  on  being  relieved  will 
report  in  person  to  the  Surgeon-General  in  this  city,  | 
for  assignment  to  duty  in  the  Judiciary  Square  Hos-  ' 
pital.  '  I Snrireon  A.  E.  Stocker,  U.  S.  V.,  will  proceed,  [ 
witiiont  delay  to  Key  West,  Florida,  and  report  to  j 
tlie  Commanding  Oflicer  of  the  United  States  forces  j 
at  that  place.  I 
Assistant-Surireon  Albert  TTartsufT,  U.  S.  A.,  has 

been  relieved  from  duty  in  Washinirton,  D.  C,  and 
will  repair  witliout  delay  to  Pensaeola.  Fla.,  and 
r'-port  in  person  to  the  Commanding  Oflicer  of  the 
United  States  forces  at  that  place,  for  duly. 

Surgeon  William  Hays,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will  immedi- 
ately return  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  and  resume  his 

duties  as  Medical  Director  Lst  Division,  and  report 
by  letter  to  the  Siirireon-Oeneral  U.  S.  Army,  by  what  i 
authority. lie  left  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia. 

Surgeon  Thomas  B.  lieed,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Dejjartment  of  the  Gulf, 
.'ind  will  prficeed  without  delay  to  CIarksl)ur<r,  Va., 
and  report  in  person  to  the  Medical  Director,  Depart- 

ment of  Western  Virginia,  for  duty. 
As«iHtant-Sur:reon  J.  K.  Rotters,  U.  S.  V.,  haf?  been 

T'-]\*:vc(\  irom  duly  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 
and  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  St.  I^ouis,  Mo., 
niid  report  in  person  to  the  Medical  Director  at  that 
place,  for  duty. 

So  mueh  of  Special  Orders,  No.  478,  War  Depart- 
ment as  directed  Surgeon  H.  S.  Hewitt,  U.  S.  V.,  to 

report,  in  person,  to  the  Medical  Director,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee,  has  been  revoked,  and  he  will 

at  once  report,  in  person,  to  the  Medical  Director  or 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  for  duty. 

Assistant-Surgeon  J.  S.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 
and  assigned  to  'duty,  in  charge  of  the  DeCamp 
Hospital,  David's  Island,  N.  T.  " Leave  of  Absence. 

Leave  of  absence  for  sixty  days  with  permission  to 
visit  Washington,  D.  C.,has  been  granted  to  Medical 
Inspector  C.  C.  Keeney,  U.  S.  Army. 

Leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  davs  has  been  granted 
to  Surgeon  E.  F.  Bates,  U.  S.  Vols. 

Honorably  Discharged. 
Surgeon  C.  A.  Robertson,  159th  New  York  Volun- 

teers, havino-  tendered  his  resignation,  has  been  hon- 
orably discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States, 

on  account  of  physical  disability. 
So  much  of  Special  Orders.  No.  819,  September  3, 

1862,  from  Headquarters,  Department  of  the  ]\rissis- 
sippi,  as  mustered  out  of  service.  Surgeon  Rainer 
Schallern,  58th  Ohio  Volunteers,  for  abse'nce  without authority,  has  been  revoked,  and  he  is  honorably  dis- 

charged the  service  of  the  United  States,  to"^  date September  17,  1862,  he  having  furnished  satisfactory 
evidence  that  he  was  properly  absent  up  to  July  21, 
1862,  the  date  at  which  he  returned  to  his  reuiment, 
for  duty,  and  that  he  performed  service  up  to  Sep- 

tember 17,  1862,  the  date  when  he  received  the  order 
mustering  him  out  of  service. 

Discharged. 

Assistant-Surgeon  John  Everhart,  12th  Kansas 
Volunteers,  has  been  dischara-ed  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  he  having  refused  to  appear  before  a 
^ledical  Board  of  Examination,  appointed  to  report 
upon  his  qualifications  as  a  medical  officer. 
Assistant-Surgeon  E.  C.  DeForrest,  78th  Ohio 

Volunteers,  has  been  discharged  the  service  on  ac- 
count of  incompetency. 

Dismissed. 
The  following  officers,  (published  officially  October 

12th,  1883),  having  failed  to  appear  before'the  T-Iili- tary  Commission  instituted  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
53,  current  series  from  the  War  Department,  within 
the  prescribed  time,  the  President  directs  that  they 
be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  Ignited  States,  for  the causes  and  at  the  dates  set  opposite  their  respective 
names  :  — Failing  to  report  at  Headquarters;  Provost  ^lar- 
shal's  0€ice,  under  arrest,  as-  ordered.  Surgeon 
William  Worthington,  93d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

October  12,  1863." By  direction  of  the  President  the  following  officers 
are  hereby  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  tor  the  cause  set  opposite  their  re- 

spective nanu'S  : — Assistant-Surireon  W.  D.  Towner,  158th  New  York 
Vols.,  foi-  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gen- 
th  iuan,  drunkenness  while  on  duty  and  violation  of arrest. 

Women  Nurses. 
General  Orders,  No.  351,  War  Department,  Adju- 

tant General's  Office,  Washington,  October  29,  1863  : 
— The  employment  of  women  nurses  in  the  U.  S. 
General  Hospitals  will  in  future  be  strictly  governed 
by  the  following  rules  : 

1.  Persons  approved  i)y  Miss  Dix,  or  her  authorized 
agents,  will  receiva  from  her,  or  them,  "  certificates 
of  approval,"  which  must  l)e  countersigned  by  Medi- cal Directors  upon  their  assignment  to  duty  as  nurses 
within  their  Departments. 
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2.  Assi,e:nments  of  " -women  nnrses"  to  duty  in 
General  Hospitals  will  only  be  made  upon  applica- 

tion by  the  Snrgeons  in  charge,  througli  Medical 
Directors,  to  Miss  Dix  or  her  agents,  for  the  number 
they  require,  not  exceeding  one  to  every  thirty  beds. 

3.  No  females,  except  Hospital  Matrons,  Avill  be 
employed  in  General  Hospitals,  or,  after  December 
31,  1863,  borne  upon  the  Muster  and  Pay  Rolls,  with- 

out such  certificate  of  approval  and  regular  assign- 
ment, unless  specially  appointed  by  the  Surgeon 

General. 
4.  Women  nurses,  -while  on  duty  in  General  Hos- 

pitals, are  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  senior 
medical  officer,  who  will  direct  their  several  duties, 
and  may  be  discharged  by  him  when  considered 
supernumerary,  or  for  incompetency,  insubordina- 

tion, or  violation  of  his  orders.  Such  discharge, 
with  the  reasons  therefor,  being  endorsed  upon  the 
certificate,  will  be  at  once  returned  to  Miss  Dix. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 
E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General.  - 
Applications  for  Artificial  Limbs. 

This  application  should  be  made  to  any  of  the 
Department  Medical  Directors,  who,  if  satisfied  of 
the  correctness  of  the  claim,  will  order  a  limb  from 
any  one  of  the  manufacturers  who  are  authorized  to 
supply  such  limbs.  The  selection  of  the  manufac- 

turer is  left  to  the  applicant. 
Proof  must  be  enclosed  that  the  applicant  was  an 

enlisted  man  at  the  time  of  losing  the  limb,  and 
that  the  limb  was  lost  in  the  line  of  duty.  This 
proof,  if  he  is  still  in  service,  Avill  consist  of  certifi- 

cates from  his  Commanding  Officer,  Surgeon  in 
Charge,  or  any  Commissioned  Officer  personally 
cognizant  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  If  discharged 
from  the  service,  his  discharge  papers  must  be  sub- 

mitted for  examination,  witli  his  OAvn  affidavit  of  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  losing  the  limb,  and,  if 
possible,  the  certificate  of  his  former  Commanding 
Officer,  or  Surgeon  in  Charge. 

The  discharge  papers  will  be  returned  to  him. 
Instructions  as  to  the  measurements  of  the  limb 

will  be  forwarded,  by  the  manufacturer  to  the  appli- 
cant. 

Soldiers  are  not  allowed  to  purchase  an  Artificial 
Limb  and  receive  the  commutation  value  thereof  in 
money,  nor  will  any  money  so  expended  be  refunded 
out  of  the  Government  appropriation. 
Commissioned  Officers  are  not  entitled  to  'the 

benefits  of  the  provision  made  by  Congress  for  sup- 
plying "Artificial  Limbs  for  Si^sldiers." 

The  following  are  the  manufacturers  who  are  au- 
thorized to  supply  limbs  : 

B.  Frakk  Palmer,  New  York,  Philadelphia. 
Douglas  Blt,  New  York,  Rochester,  Cincinnati. 
E.  D.  Hudson,  New  York. 
B.  W.  Jewett,  Washington,  D.  C.  . 
Chas.  Stafford,  Chicago. 
H.  a.  Gildea,  Philadelphia. 
The  following  are  the  stations  of  the  various  iMedi- 

cal  Directors  to  whom  the  applications  should  be 
made  : 
Neiv  York  City,  Surgeon  C.  M.  McDougall, 

U.  S.  A. 
Philadelphia,  Fa.,  Surgeon  John  Campbell,  U. 

S.  A. 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Surgeon  Jos.  Simpson,  U.  S.  A. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Surgeon  R.  O.  Abbott,  U.  S.  A. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.,  Surgeon  W.  S.  King,  U.  S.  ̂ . 
Chicago,  III.,  Surgeon  J.  B.  Porter,  U.  S.  A. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Surgeon  M.  Mills,  U.  S.  A. 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Surgeon  R.  H.  Alexander, 

U.  S.  A.  ^ 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Surgeon  G.  G.  Shumard,  U.  S.  V. 

KEGULAR  ig"AVAL  SERVICE. 
Ordered  and  Detached. . 

Surgeon  J.  J.  Abernethy,  to  the  naval  rendezvous at  New  York. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Arthur  Mathewson,  to  the  Min- nesota. 
Assistant  Surgeon- Edward  Kershner,  to  the  New Ironsides. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Michael  Bradley,  detached  from 

the  Minnesota  and  ordered  to  the  Naval  Asylum  at Philadelphia. 
Assistant  Surgeon  James  N.  Hyde,  detached  from 

the  Brandywine  and  awaiting  orders. 
Assistant  Surgeon  R.  Willard,  detached  from  the 

John  Adams  and  ordered  to  the  Catskill. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Sam'l  W.  Abbot,  detached  from the  Catskill  and  ordered  to  return  North. 
Surgeon  Benj.  F.  Gibbs,  detached  from  the  naval 

hospital  at  Pensacola  and  ordered  to  the  Ossipee. 
Surgeon  T.  J.  Turner,  from  the  Ossipee  and  ordered 

to  the  naval  hospital  at  Pensacola. 
Assistant  Surgeon  F.  M.  Weld,  from  the  Nantucket 

and  ordered  to  fhe  Wabash. 
Assistant  Surgeon  A.  B.  Judson,  from  the  New 

Ironsides  and  ordered  to  the  Nantucket. 
Assistant  Surgeon  W.  T.  Kemp,  detached  from  the 

Navy  Yard  at  Washington  and  waiting  orders. 

Appointed. William  Commons,  of  Whitewater,  Ind.,  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  the  navy. 

VOLUIfTKER  ]^3"AVAL  SERVICE. Detached  and  Ordered. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Daniel  McLean,  from 

the  North  Carolina  and  ordered  to  the  Galatea. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  H.  Mitchell,  from 

the  Wabash  and  ordered  North. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Titus  M.  Coan,  from  the 

North  Carolina  and  ordered  to  the  Sebago. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  J.  Kimball,  from  the 

Navy  Yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  ordered  to  the 
Pequot. 

Appointed. Alfred  S.  Laubach,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  and 
ordered  to  the  Princeton. 

Benj.  T.  Hamil,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  and 
ordered  to  the  Chocura. 

Revoked. 
The  appointment  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J. 

E.  Green. 
Res'gned. 

Thomas  H.  Whitney  has  resigned  his  commission 
as  an  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  navy. 

 — 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Military  Hospitals. 
There  are  now  in  the  United  States  at  least  two 

hundred  and  thirty-five  general  hospitals  for  the  a-ise 
of  the  soldiers,  containiuir  about  80.000  i^atients. 
This  is  exclusive  of  the  rebel  military  hospitals. 
Convalescent  Camp  at  St.  Augu-tine,  Florida. 

It  is  stated  that  on  recommendation  of  the  Medi- 
cal Director,  a  Convalescent  Camp,  or  Barracks,  will 

be  established  at  St.  x\ugustine,  Florida,  where, 
hereafter,  all  sick  and  convalescent  officers  and  sol- 

diers, requiring  a  chanu'e  of  climate  "to  save  life, 
or  iDcrmanent  disalnlity,"  will  be  sent. 

Hospital  Cars. 
The  Worcester  Railroad  Company  has  fitted  up  two 

cars,  to  run  on  regular  trains,  daily,  to  and  from 
New  York,  for  the  transportation  of  sick  and  wound- 

ed soldiers.  The  arrangements  for  convenience  and 
comfort  seem  to  be  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
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India  rubber  loops,  actinu-  as  spi'nius.  and  can  be taken  down  or  ])ut  up,  so  that  i^aticnts  can  be  re- 

moved from  the  liospitals  or  elsewhere  in  an  un- 
C'lian<red  horizontal  position.  In  addition  to  these 
beds  are  easy  seats,  chairs,  apparatus  for  the  prepa- 

ration of  hot  drin]<s,  a  supply  of  water  and  pure  air, 
and,  indeed,  ahnost  everything  that  could  be  asked 
for  in  a  sick  ehaniber. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  in  Pencils. 
!M.  Llovet  uses  sn1])hate  of  alumina  and  potass 

(ordinary  potass  alum)  ;  mixing  oue  part  by  weight 
of  this  salt  with  two  of  sulphate  of  copper.  The 
two  salts  are  powdered  and  placed  in  a  clay  or  por- 

celain vessel  over  a  spirit-lamp  or  any  otlier  suffi- 
cient source  of  heat,  so  as  to  be  gradually  melted 

together.  The  mass,  when  melted,  is  poured  into  a 
mould,  which  should  be  of  bronze,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  precipitation  of  metallic  copper.  The  pencils 
obtained  are  of  a  clear,  bluish,  green  color,  both  in- 

ternally aud  externally,  and  oiler  some  resistance  to 
breaking.  Tlie  caustic  property  of  the  sulphate  of 
copper  remains  unimpaired. — Dublin  Jled.  Press. 

AlS'SWE'l^S  TO  COBRESPOI*rDE]MTS. 
jjf^  i'nm  s-i)i,;i:lii^s  iciU  j)h.(ifte  notice  our  reiftrafed  re- 

quest 
'J' fill}  (iildriS's  ill  th<  ir  cnniniuniciitions  to 

iiiii-iicK  is  very  e.rtcns-ire,  (ind  it  i.<t  neces- is  to  know  the  Town,  County  and  State Irftfis  are  sent. sary  /•-/•  "  ■ 
from  ich'-iu-r  th 

Dr.  D.  P.  r.,  .V  //•  ./,  rvf //.— The  cost  of  Barclay's  3Tedical 
Dia'j;nvs lan  cxc'-licui  -w-urk '  i.s  ̂ ^S.'i.j.  For  ihe  price  of most  of  the  stiiiidatd  medic, il  books  consult  our  Premium  List 
in  the  advertis,iug  payes  of  the  Hi-poutkr. 

Dr.  S.  L.  C,  Cnirn.— The  E!.'ctro-:\faL:netic  cautery  has 
been  used  sucessfn  11  y  I'.u-  caut'  i  i/  nix  tlii>  montli  aud  neck  of 
the  womb.  We  sef>  no  I'-a-  >n  w'wy  it  >hiiiiUl  not  l>e  a  ])i-actical 
mode  of  c'auteri/iiiLc.  an  articl'  on  this  subject  in  a  receiU 
number  of  tlo-  i;i:i'.«i;T  i;  by  II.  Lassino,  ^if.  D.,  of  ̂ 'evv  Yorlc (Further  ci)iii ninuicaiious  (ju  the  subject  from  otlier  writers, 
are  solicited,  i 

Dr.  J.  S.,  Jr.,  Ohio.  —  Xfn'v  dilii,'oiit  inquiry,  \re  fail  to  find 
a  set  of  Pathological  Plato-  ii  I  n-trativo  of  Tiii)orcular  [Mspasos 
of  the  Lungs  on  sale,  anywlioro.  Loclurors  and  teacluM's generally  have  such  plate-  rojuMdncod  by  an  arti<t  from  tiie 
illustrations  Ibund  in  works  tliat  Iroat  of  tbo-e  diseases,  or 
from  drawings  made  l)y  tluMii-ol  v,  -.  Wo  v.  ill  uiake  further 
inquiry;  we  may  find  or  liear  ot  a  sot  lor  salo. 

Dr.  A.  II  D.,  Ohio.— The  .Medical  D-pa rtinout  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo  commenced  its  session  last  week.  It  lias 

an  excf'lleut  Faculty  among  whom  are  some  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced teachers  in  the  country.  W"e  can  give  you  uo  further 

infurmatiou  as  we  have  not  seeu'their  announcement. 
MARRIED. 

I5vR— Keith.— September  17tfi,  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Scott,  Jonah 
H.  JJye,  M.  I).,  of  .Meclianicstowu,  Carroll  Co.,  Ohio,  aud  Miss 
3Iary  E.  Keitli.  of  Hanover,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio. 

l>l;.^t<TKK -.'"PKoLK — lu  Newbiirgli,  N  Y.,  on  Wednesday, Kovpiiiber  4ih,  by  Key.  br.  Sprole,  Dr.  E.  S.  Duuster,  U.  S. 
Army,  aud  llebecca  M.,  eldest  daughter  of  the  olliciating  cler- 
gyman. Lkk— I'ARRi'rtii  — On  Tliursday,  November  .Oth,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bridf'H  mother,  Philadelpliia,  by  Kev.  A.  J. 
McCon«jmy,  Ahm'i  Sur.'Miui  Charles  (',.  Lee,  V.  S.  A.,  and  Miss HeU-n  rarrich,  danghtor  of  the  late  Dr.  Isaac  I'arrish. 

■  .MA.fifrK — Ukbkktso.n. — In  X«'w  Haven,  Conn.,  on  Wednes- 
day. .Vov<  iiili<'r  4tb,  by  Kev.  E  L.  Drown,  IvlwanI  A.  Manice, 

of  ><  w  Vork,  and  Phebo  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  B.  Kobert- 
»on,  of  lliH  former  place. 

Shk."«k— Hfi.i.,.— Octoli<»r  7lh,  In  Wig  Moravian  Church  at 
Lltiz,  I.jtnca«twr  Co  ,  I'a.,  by  Itev.  Edmund  de  Schweinlt/, Pastor  loci,  Dr.  John  II  Shenk,  and  Miss  Laura,  eldest 
daagbter  of  the  late  Dr.  Boojainin  Hull. 

METEOROLO  GY. 

DIED. 
nr,Ar.K«f.— At  Washington,  D.  C,  October  2nth,  T)r.  William 

T.  !;..>         Surgoon,  U.  H.  A.,  in  tlie  .'I'Uli  year  of  his  ago. 
Emmo.vh  — At  bit  plantation,  Brunswick  Co.,  N.  ('.,  Octobor Int.  Eben*'7,er  EmmonH,  M.  D.,  formerly  a  ciiizon  of  Albany. 

Bome  ten  yfar»  ago.  Dr.  Emm'  nx  w«h  appointod  by  the  dov- ernor  of  Sorth  Carolina  to  make  a  Oeologinal  Survey  of  that 
Important  State.  He  wan  engaged  In  the  duties  of  his  olllee 
when  tbn  IMii'Wlua  bruke  out,  and  haH  been  detained  In  Car- i  OA  ever  aioce. 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Popl'u,  (estimated.) Mortality. 
Male   
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Nei,'ro  
ZvMOTic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  
Cholera  Infantum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus  
Croup  Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  Dysentery  
Erysipelas  Fever,  lutermittent 
Fever,  Remittent... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  
Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hoo])inL,'-cough  lutlueuza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thrush  
SPOIt.VrMC  DlSKASI^S 
Albnniiniii'ia  
A])>iplc\'y  Coiisiimplion  
Convulsions  
Dropsy   
Gun-shot  Wouiuls.. 
Intemperance  Mai'asinus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula  
Violence  and  Acc'ts *  Under  fi  years. 

580,000 

136 

1.30 

144 

116 

71 266 45.86 185 
64 
18 

950.000 
242 
186 

216 2' 17 

134 
42S 

45.05 266 

16-2 

3 

49 
50 

40 
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42 
99 

41.25 
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180,000 

38 
46 
43 

41 

37* 

84 

46.66 
54 

30 

2 

52,000 6.5 
62 

56 
67 
48 127 

244.23 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authora,  we  will 

state  that  MANt.'scKiPT  intb.ndkd  for  plmU/ICATion  must  be 
wiiiTTK.v  O.N  ni;T  o.NK  siiJH  of  the  sheet.  If  greater  care  was 
taken  in  the  ])reparation  of  copy,  mwvh  trouble  would  be 
snvi?d  to  printers,  aud  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
SubscriberH  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

.305,  :50H,  .300,  and  .310,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) 
will  i)Iease  rfmomber  and  sond  money  to  pay  for  thorn,  and 
for  i)OHtago,  as  inany  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



PDEIEMIUMS! 

jPor  every  new  name  sent  ns  by  one  of  oar  subscribers  with  tlie  amount  of  .  a  year's  subscription 
I   inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Works 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.    We  furnish  Subscribers 

with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.   The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 

ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  hy  the  subscriber. 

$1  25 
4  50 
1  50 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  INSANITY  AND  POISONS. 
;Beck — Medical  Jurisprudence.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  sheep  $11  25 
iBackoill  and  Tuke  ou  Insaaity.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 
Be  Boismont — Hallucinations,  including  Apparitions,  Yisions,  &c. 

'<      8vo.,  cloth   2  00 lElwell— Malpractice   5  00 
jEay — Jurisprudence  of  Insanity.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
(Taylor — Medical  Jurisprudence.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 
,:     "       On  Poisons.    Svo  ,  cloth   3  50 
I  Wharton  and  Stille — Medical  Jurisprudence   7  50 

THE  MICROSCOPE. 
Brockleshy — Wonders  of  the  Microscope  
•Carpenter — The  Microscope  and  its  Kevelations.    Svo.,  cloth  , jRogg  on  the  ̂ Microscope.  Svo  
iKing — Microscopist's  Companion.    Svo.,  cloth  Kiuekett — Lectures  on  Histology.    Illustrated,  2  vols   5  75 
■  Wythe — Microscopist's  Manual.    Cloth   1  25 
I  MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. 
|Ashtoa— The  Rectum  and  Anus.    Svo   $2  00 J  Harwell  on  the  Joints.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Bernard  and  Robin— The  Blood.    12mo   75 
iBudd— The  Liver.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Copland — Palsy  and  Apoplexy.    12mo.,  cloth   SO 
Epitome  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect   7  00 !  Garrat— Medical  Use  of  Electricity   3  50 

IGros.s — American  Medical  Biography.    Svo. ,  cloth   3  50 
Holland — Medical  Notes  and  Reflections.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Holmes— Currents  and  Couuter-c»rrents  in  Medical  Science   1  25- 
!Quain— The  Rectum.    Plates   2  25 
Eenouai  d — History  of  Medicine.    By  Comegys.    Svo   3  50 
Rush — The  Human  Voice.    Svo.,  cloth   2  50 
Stanley — Diseases  of  the  Bones.    Svo   1  50 

i  Todd  — Acute  Diseases.    Svo.,  cloth   175 
I  What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
I  Bedford — Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  cloth   $4  50 
Cazeaux — Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- tion.   Illustrated.    Svo.,  sheep   4  50 
Dewees— System  of  Midwifery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  20 
>!eigs — Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 

li  Montgomery  on  Pregnancy.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
-  Koegerath  and  Jacobi — Contributions  to  Midwifery.    Svo   3  00 
Rainsbotham — Obstetric  ^ledicine.    Svo.,  sheep   5  00 
Rigby— Midwifery.    Svo  ,  cloth   2  50 
Simpson — Obstetric  Memoirs  and  Contributions.    2  vols.,  sheep, ^7.50.    Svo.,  cloth   6  00 
Tyler  Smith — Lectures  on  Obstetrics   4  00 

PATHOLOGY, 
i  Chomel— General  Pathology  
Gross — Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Henle — General  Patliology.    Svo  , 

-I  Junes  and  Sieveking— Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
i  Paget— Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep. 
R.ikitansky — Pathological  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth  
Virchow — Cellular  Pathology.    Svo.,  cloth  
Vogel — Pathological  Anatomy  , 

PHARMACY. 
Beaseley— Druggists'  Receipt  Book,    li^mo.,  sheep  Mohr  aad  Redwiiod — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
*Parrish — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  

j. Pharmacopoeia  of  tlie  U.  S.    12mo.,  cloth  
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Andral — Medical  Cliuic.    3  vols  
Barclay— ^ledical  Diagno.sis.    Svo.,  cloth  Bennett — Lectures  ou  Clinical  I^Iodiciue  
Copeland — Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.    3  vols.,  cloth  

"  "  "  sheep  
Cyclopscdia  of  '  ractical  Jledicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  and  Dun- 

glison.    4  vol-.,  Svo.,  sheep  
*Da  Costa's  Medical  Diagno.-.is  Hartshorne — Jlemoranda  M^^dica.  12mo  
Maxon — I'ractice  of  Medicine.  Svo  
Tanner — New  Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth  
Von  Diiben — Microscopical  DiaLrnosis.    Svo.,  cloth  
Watson— Practic '  of  Physic,    i^vo  ,  sheep  
Williams— Principles  of' Medicine.    Svo.,  cloth  Wood — Practice  of  Medicine.    2  vols.,  Svo  

*  In  press. 

S3  00 
4  75 2  00 
3  75 
3  50 5  50 
4  50 
3  00 

3  50 1  00 

$5  00 
2  25 
6  00 18  75 

20  00 
12  00 

1  00 
4  00 1  25 
1  (U) ^  00 

2  50 7  50 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

Carpenter — Comparative  Physiology.    Svo.,  cloth                        $5  25 
"          Elements  of  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   3  O  i 
"   "      Principles  of  Human  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   4  7 '/ 

Dalton — Human  Physiology.    Svo   4  •'  > Draper —      "             "   5  i  j 
Duuglison — "             "        2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth    7  i 
Kirke— Hand-Book  of  Physiology.    12mo.,  cloth   2  ' 
Lehman — Chemical  Physiology.    1  vol.,  12mo.,  cloth   2 

"        Physiological  Chemistry.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   €  '  ■ 
Paine — Institutes  of  Medicine   5  i"J 

SKIN,  DISEASES  OF  THE. 
Cazenave  and  Schedell  on  the  Skin   $2  " Nelligan  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    12mo.,  cloth   1  '  0 

"       Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.    Colored  Plates,  4  vols.,  clo.  4  50 
"             "                   "                 Plates  and  Text  together..  5  00 

Rayer— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    By  Bell.    4to  40  plates   10  00 
Wilson— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    Text,  8vo.,  cloth   3  2.5 

"     •  Skin  Disea.ses.    Plates,  colored,  cloth   4  50 
"             "                Plates  and  text,  1  vol.,  cloth..    7.50 
'•'      Treatise  on  the  Skin  and  Hair.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

STOMACH,  INDIGESTION,  ETC. 
Budd  on  Diseases  of  the  Stomach.    Svo   $1  50 
Chambers  on  Digestion  and  its  Derangements.    Svo   2  25 
Habersham  on  the  Alimentary  Canal.    8vo.,  cloth   1  75 

SURGERY.  , 

Bernard  and  Huett — Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
Colored  plates,  one-half  morocco  $20 

Cooper— Surgery.    Svo  ,  ctoth   3 
Druitt— Modern  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep   3 
Erichsen — Science  and  Art  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep   5 
Gross— Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep...  1 
Hunter's  Complete  Works.    4  vols  ,  Svo.,  sheep  
Malgaigne— Operative  Surgery.    By  Brittan.    Svo.,  cloth  Miller— Principles  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  

"       Practice       "  Svo.,  cloth  
Mott— Suri,ncal  Clinic.    12mo.,  cloth  
Nelaton— Clinical  Lectures  on  Surgery.  By  Atlee.  Svo  ,  sheep.. 
Paget— Lectures  ou  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep. 
Pirrie — System  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  ■ 
Sargent—Minor  Surgery.    12mo.,  cloth  
Skey— Operative  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  Smith — Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep..  12 
Velpeau— Surgery,  by  Mott.    4  vols   1^ 

SURGERY,  MILITARY. 
Earth olow— Manual  for  Medical  Examination  of  Recruits,  ttc. 

l-2mo.,  cloth  
Gi-oss— Manu:i.l  of  :\rilitary  Surgery.  ISmo.,  cloth. 
Guthrie— Surgoiy  of  War.  P-'nio  

<1 

Longmore  ou  (iunshi Macleod— Surgery  of 
Ordnma  ux— i\lanual 
Smith— Hand-Hook  ( Stromover  and  K.-ma 
Trii>lor-Han.l-]5o<ik Woodward 

Wounds.    12mo   1 
he  Crimean  War.    12mo   1 
or  Military  Surgeons.    12mo   1 Sniiic  li  Operatious   1 
■li  i.n  (iunshot  injuries.  12mo  
ir  tlio  Military  Surgeon   1 

lospital  Steward's  Ma'uual.    12mo.,  cloth   1 
URINARY  ORGANS,  ETC. 

Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits.    New  Edition.  Svo.,  cloth   J2 
Gross  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo  ,  cloth   4 
Lallemand  on  Spern'iatorrluca.    By  WiL-ou.    Svo.,  cloth   2 Manuals  of  the  Urine,  Blood,  .^c.    12ino.,  cloth   1 
Morland  ou  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth   3 "       on  UraMuia.    Svo.,  cloth  
Todd  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth   1 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
Acton  on  the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs.    Svo.,  sheep   $4 
Bumstead  ou  Venereal.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)  on  the  Testis,  &c.    Sv>v,  cloth   2 
Curling  ou  Diseases  of  the  Testis.    Svo.,  cloth   2 
Hunter  on  Veiioroal  with  Notes  by  Ricord.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Parker— -Modern  Treatment  of  Syphilis.    Svo.,  cloth   1 
iiicord— niustrations  of  Syphilitic  Disease.^*.    4to  Colored  Plates...  15 Letters  on  Syphilis.    Svo.,  cloth   2 "       Venereal  Diseases.    Svo   1 
Vidal  ou  Venereal.    Colored  Plates   * 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

PHILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY  AND 
OPEKATIVE  Jjl  KGElvV,  at  ihe  upper  eud  of  College  Avenue,  eu- 

trauce  from  Teuth  Stroot.  between  Maiket  an>l  ('lio-tuut. WJSTE  R  A  yxa  iWCK.UKy  T. 
Anatomical  Dfpaitmtiit.— The  Winter  course  of  instruction  in  this old  established  institution  which  has  been  in  successful  operation  for 

over  forty  years,  will  coiuiuence  on  the  lirst  of  September,  and  continue 
until  the' first  gf  March,  uudt^r  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  E.  Garrelson, who  has  for  several  years  past  been  connected  with  the  Schools  as  Au- atomicAland  Surgical  Demonstrator. 

The  resources  for  conducting  the  course  on  Practical  Anatomy,  remain 
unchanged,  and  are  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  iusiitution 
In  the  country. 

The  Dissecting  apartments  are  well  ventilated  and  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  iras,  water  and  material. 

The  Lecture  rooms  are  well  arranged  for  purposes  of  demonstration, 
and  the  museum  provided  with  every  thing  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
aubjects  of  lecture. 

Tiie  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  open  from  S  A.  M.,  until  lo  P.  M.,  and 
demonsu-ators  •vrill  be  present  to  direct  and  supervise  the  duties  of  the students. 

Lectures. — A  full  course  of  Lectures  on  Ilunuiu  Anafomy  will  be  de- 
livered in  the  evenings  at  such  hours  as  win  not  coullicl  v.-ith  the  Col- lege instructions,  comujencing  October  12th. Ceriitlcates  of  attendance  furnislied  to  such  as  desire. 

The  College  allows  the  students  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  where  he 
pleaj^s. Fee  for  the  Course,  $10. 

J  AS.  E.  GAP.KETSOX,  V..  P.,  Lecturer, 
net'.  ].'-37  Chestnut  fetreet. 

Surgical  Department. — The  "Winter  Cour-e  -m  Piaitical  Surgery  will eomiuence  early  in  October,  and  couiiune  iiiit:l  ilie  l  ist  of  February. 
L'-uturm. — These  will  embrace  the  sul>j(  r;s  o:  B;i!i  lagiug,  Tieaiment 

of  Fra«tuies,  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  tlif  vai  i.^as  uperatiuus  in  Sui  gery. 
The  Practical  part  of  the  course  will  consist  in  arranging  the  class 

into  eections  of  five,  affording  everyone  an  opportunity  lo  repeat  all  the 
dre.-isings  and  operations. 

The  Cadaver  and  all  neces.sary  instruments  furnished  without  addi- tional charge. 
Fee  for  the  whole  cour.se,  $10;  Lectures  alone,  $10. 
UptcUd  Course — l  uring  the  past  summer,  private  0]ieratiug  apart- ments have  been  added  to  the  .school,  in  v,  hieli  Plivsit  iaus  wlio  may 

desire  to  review  and  refresh  their  surgical  ̂ ui  lies,  cau  L;;ve  private  in- 
strnclioDb  on  the  above  subjects,  in  a  comparatively  brief  period. 

Fee  for  the  Court>e,  $40. 
D.  HAYES  AG  NEW,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 

Residence,  No.  15  Aorth  Eleventh  Street. 
D'-mijnstrators : 

D.  W.  RICH  iRDSON,  M.  D., 
RObLKT  M.  UIRVIN,  M.  D., 
>V3J.  W.  KEL^,  M,  D.  336 

A 
NEW  INHALER. 

The  attention  cf  the  profession  is  called  to  my  new  instrument  for 
inhaling  etherized  fluids  in  pulmonary  diseases. 

lhi«  inhaler  differs  from  any  other  in  operation,  and  is  considered  by 
good  aalboritiet.  the  moot  perfect  iustrujuent  of  that  kind.  It  has,  be- 
■idc«  other  advantageK,  valves  by  means  of  which  a  full  collapse  of  the 
loQgrtlii  allowed  iu  breathing  out,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  the 
ga»  than  expelled  from  coming  m  contact  with  the  fluid  iu  the  medicine 
chain  b«r. 

Dewcrlptire  calalogueB  will  be  sent  to  the  profession  by  application. 
II  -I        phyhiciann  may  »«ud  for  sample  instruments,  and  will  have 

..p'Jed  grutiii. 
-  1  of  the  liio.xt  pr  'iiiiii'  fit  N.  w  York  physicians  can  be  fur- 

HASTIAX, 

b.;.j  Broadway,  cor.  l;jth  Street,  New  York. 
357— Sm  Front  OfBce,  up  Stairs.  . 
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THE  ISTEULEAVED  EDITION. 
Y  T  J.:  ]  v.-rkly,  cl„iU    $0  7:> 
"  •'         "       tuck*  with  pocket   I  li.-, "    M       "  clolh   ] 
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Thf.  pnbli*h<»r»i  have  niado  mnn>'  luiproveinentt  to  thfir  "  Visiting 
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THE  PATHOGB]>3"Y  OIB'  STKABISMUS. 
By  Dr.  F.  C.  Donders, 

Of  Utrecht. 
Translated  from  Archiv  flir  Ophthalmologic  Bd.  ix.  i,  for 

the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

By  a.  Metz,  M.  D., 
Of  Masilloii,  Ohio. 

(Gontinued  from  page  373.) 
III. 

Strabismus  Divergens. 

"Divergent  strabismus,  as  a  rule,  is  connected 
witli  myopia.  In  the  beginning  X)f  my  statistical 
investigations,  the  connection  between  strabismus 
convergens  and  hypermetropia  was  not  more  doubt- 

ful ;  yet  I  was  far  from  suspecting  that  strabismus 
diver  gens  stands  equally  in  as  close  relation  with 
myopia.  Systematic  investigations  brought  this 
lirst  to  light. 

"The  kind  of  connectfon,  however,  is  not  alike 
in  both  cases.  When  hypermetropia  brings  about 

.•{t7-ubismiis  convergens  it  does  it  through  the  power 
of  the  act  of  accommodative  effort  demanded  by  the 
anomalies  of  refraction.  When  strabismus  diver  gens 
is  found  in  connection  with  myopia,  then  are  the 
anomalies  of  refraction  as  such,  it  is  true,  not  with- 

out their  importance  in  the  matter,  it  is  still  the 
anatomical  basis  that  presents  itself  as  the  cause  ; 
I  mean  the  expansion  and  altered  form  of  the  eye- 

ball;— when  exceptionally  the  myopia  is  depend- 
ent on  the  diminished  curvature  "of  the  corneal 

semi-diameter  (verminderteni  Krummungs  halbmesser 
der  cornea),  then  there  is  no  strabismus  to  be  looked 
for.  Aelt  has  shown  by  anatomical  investigations 
that  myopia,  as  a  rule,  originates  from  the  expan- 

sion of  the  membranes  of  the  posterior  segment  of 
the  eyeball,  and  lengthening  of  the  optic  axis. 
This  important  fact  is  now  universally  acknow- 

ledged as  true.  In  myopia,  all  the  diameters  of 
the  bulb  are  increased,  and  generally  most  in  the 
direction  of  the  optic  axis.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  bulb  of  the  eye  approaches  in  form  an 

ellipsis,  the  longest  diameter  of  which  is  the  optic 
axis.  The  larger  diameters  in  general  impede  the 
frjcedom  of  motion,  and  especially  the  ellipsoidal 
form,  which  by  turning  aroTind  the  small  axis  in 
an  equally  formed  cavity,  and  by  the  change  of 
form  thereby  demanded,  offers  great  resistance. 

Moreover  the  centre  of  motion^"  does  not  only  in- 
crease its  distance  from  the  anterior  surface  of  the 

eye,  but  also  from  the  posterior.  Its  position 
otherwise  is  not  unfavorable.  In  the  investiga- 

tions made  conjointly  by  myself  and  Dr.  Doyer, 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  centre  of  motion  is  be- 

hind the  middle  of  the  optic  axis,  and  in  this  man- 
ner, that  the  part  of  the  optic  axis  anterior  to  the 

centre  of  motion  holds  the  relation  to  the  part 
posterior  to  this  part  of  15  to  11.  Nearly  the  same 
relation  was  found  in  the  longer  axes  of  myopists; 
the  optic  centre  lies  here  also  further  from  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  eyeball.  The  excursions 
are  also,  for  equal  grades  of  rotation,  larger,  and 
the  turning  is  necessarily  limited.  This  limitation 
would  be  still  greater  were  it  not  for  the  dispro- 

portionate expansion  of  the  outer  back  part  of  the 
j  segment,  the  optic  nerve  entrance  pushed  inward 
and  considerably  less  removed  from  the  centre  of 

motion." 
Aside  from  all  other  considerations,  the  length- 

ened eyeball  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  existing 
restraint,  which  affects  the  motion  inward  as  well  as 
outward.    This  is  so  common  in  myopists  that  in 
seventeen  eyes  nine  could  not  turn  sufficiently  to 

j  permit  Dokders  to  determine,  without  change,  by 
I  his  method,  the  centre  of  motion  (Drehpunct)  of  the 

j  eye,  which  only  requires  an  excursion  inward  and 
!  outward  of  28°.    The  limited  motion  has  no  other 
j  bad  result,  only  that  binocular  vision  demands  the 
i  turning  of  the  head,  which  is  always  necessary 

j  when  using  glasses.     But  the  insufficiency  of 
motion  inward  has  other  more  important  results, 
which  will  be  successively  considered,  so  that 
at  last  it  will  be  seen  that  absolute  divergent 

squinting  follows. 
By  insufficiency  of  motion  inward  is  understood 

when  the  optic  lines  cannot  be  brought  to  cross  at 

*  Drehpunct  iu  German.  PiLZ  defines  it,  "  The  bulb  must 
be  considered  as  a  ball  revolving  around  a  fixed,  motionless 
point  (Drehpunct)  situated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  organ, 
the  motions  of  which  are  not  changes  of  place,  but  merely  a 
rotation  around  this  ■po'.nt.'"— Translator. 
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[Vol.  X. a  distance  of  2'^  5,  bj  whicli  they  cut  eacli  other 
at  an  angle  of  about  51°.  In  high  grades  of  my- 

opia this  insufficiency  prevails  almost  without  ex- 
ception. A  two-fold  cause  is  given.  In  the  first 

place,  the  motion,  as  we  have  seen,  is  lessened  by 
the  expansion  and  alteration  of  form  of  the  eye, 
and  the  restriction  is  so  far  positive.  In  the  second 
place,  in  order  to  have  the  optic  lines  cross  each 
other  at  the  distance  of  2'^  5,  from  the  small  size 
of  the  angle  a,  the  corneal  axes  must  be  brought 
to  a  stronger  convergence  than  in  emmetropic  eyes. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  motion  inward,  if  not 
absolutely  restricted,  must  be  so  at  least  relatively. 

The  insufficiency  here  spoken  of  leads  in  some 
cases  to  fatigue  in  seeing,  when  the  occupation  de- 

mands for  a  long  time  a  certain  degree  of  conver- 
gence (asthenopia  musculaj'is). 

DoxDERS  observed  cases  in  which  seeing  took 
place  with  both,  eyes  at  first,  but  after  fatiguing 
the  eyes  the  one  would  turn  aside,  and  the  labor 
thus  would  cause  less  distress  ;  in  other  cases, 
however,  the  deviation  was  obvious  and  followed 
by  fatigue  and  uneasiness.  The  latter  cases  occur 
when  the  myopia  is  relatively  slight,  and  when 
beside  the  resistance  of  the  eye  there  is  a  certain 
weakness  of  the  muscles,  not  merely  insufficient 
motion,  but  true  inefficiency  of  the  vmscidi  recti 
interni.  By  this  turning  aside  with  continued 
exertion,  relative  strabismus  divergens  is  brought 
about.  At  greater  distance  the  optic  lines  are  well 
directed ;  by  close  work  only  one  eye  is  used. 

The  relative  divergent  squinting  is  here  regarded 
as  the  result,  and  in  a  certain  measure  as  a  farther 
development  of  insufficient  motion  inward.  Up  to 
a  certain  point  this  is  correct.  In  attempting  to 
determine  relative  squinting  then,  we  perceive 
that  it  is  inseparable  from  high  grades  of  myopia, 
and  that  if  there  was  no  restriction  of  motion  that 
it  would  nevertheless  exist.  Relative  divergent 
squinting  is  present  whenever  the  acuteness  of 
vision  demands  the  nearness  of  the  object  so  as  to 
exclude  binocular  vision.  It  is  alsQ  present  in 
linrestricted  convergence,  as  soon  as  the  furthest 
point  of  distinct  vision  lies  nearer  to  the  eye  than 
the  X'oi^it  reached  by  the  strongest  convergence. 
In  this  sense,  for  example,  hy  m.>.J,Q  there  is 
necessarily  relativfi  divergent  squinting;  one  eye 

certainly  does  ("cases  of  stmhismus  converfjens  ex- 
ceX'tod)  when  there  is  good  sight  without  glasses, 
and  is  always  turning  outward. 

Relative  divergent  squinting  then  may  exist  on 
the  one  hand  with  considerable  inefficiency  of  the 
munculi  recti  interni  altogether  without  myopia,  and 
on  the  other  side  in  high  graces  of  myopia  without 
any  muscular  deficiency.  It  presents  itself  only 
in  its  most  decided  forms,  when  myopia  and  mus- 

cular dftficiency  are  combined.  Myo]>ia  is  our  point 
of  departure.    ̂ ^heD  myox^ia  is  wanting  then  the 

inefficiency  leads  to  asthenopia  niuscularis,  and  is 
seldom  developed  into  strabismus  divergens.  When 
myopia  is  present,  then  a  number  of  causes  com- 

bine to  produce  strabismus  divergens  at  least  rela- 
tively, .and  thus  prevent  the  asthenopia  77iuscularis. 

j  Myopia  demands  more  convergence  of  the  optic 
I  lines  from  the  fact  that  objects  are  seen  nearer  the 
\  eye;  and  in  consequence  of  the  myopia,  the  con- 

vergence is  more  difficult  for  two  reasons,  first,  on 
account  of  the  restricted  motion,  and  second,  on 
account  of  the  altered  direction  of  the  optic  lines 
Ctlie  smaller  angle  a).  It  is  thus  rendered  clear 
that  relative  divergent  squinting  proceeds  from 
myopia.  In  addition,  the  necessity  of  binocular 
vision  and  the  horror  of  double  images  are  here  no 
important  counterpoise.  It  is  mOstly  a  small  ob- 

ject that  the  myopist  desires  to  see  distinctly  ;  he 
!  approaches  it  close  to  the  eve  he  wishes  to  use, 
I  the  other  eye  being  directed  on  distant  objects, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  myopia,  it  presents 
diffuse  and  but  slightly  disturbing  images.  If  now 
in  seeing  with  the  turning  aside  of  one  eye,  so 
there  is  otherwise  a  less  desire  of  convergence,  as 
thereby  at  the  same  time  the  distance  from  the 
furthest  point  of  vision  becomes  smaller,  and  tlie 
object  is  still  brought  nearer  to  the  eye.  It  is  in 
difficult  convergence  that  associated  exertion  of 
accommodation  becomes  especially  irksome. 

The  conflict  between  binocular  vision  and  rela- 
tive divergent  strabismus  is  often  witnessed  in 

progressive  myopia.  The  increasing  fatigue  soon 
yields  to  squinting.  For  example,  reading  begins 
binocularly,  but  after  a  time  the  one  eye  turns 
involuntarily  and  unconsciously  aside,  so  that 
complaint  is  made  that  one  side  of  the  page  is 
pushed  over  on  the  other.  Many  transitional 
symptoms  may  be  observed.  If  the  object  be 
brought  more  and  more  near,  then  the  convergence 
is  increased  almost  to  its  maximum.  If  the  object 
be  kept  near,  then  the  one  eye  turns  aside  the 
more  rapidly,  the  nearer  it  approaches  the  maxi- 

mum of  convergence.  It  immediately  turns  aside 

when^the  object  is  brought  inside  of  the  conver- 
gence maximum.  The  same  happens  when  by 

strong  convergence  the  one  eye  is  covered  with  the 
hand.  If  the  hand  is  removed  the  deviation  will 
nevertheless  continue.  Even  when  the  object  is 
brought  nearer  to  the  eye,  whilst  the  other  eye  is 
covercid  with  the  hand,  it  is  seldom  that  it  is 
l)rought  to  the  necessary  convergence.  The  ex- 

ertion at  greater  distance  to  retain  commenced 
binocular  vision,  is  the  condition  under  which  the 
convergence  takes  place ;  by  complete,  stable, 
relative  divergent  squinting  it  does  not  occur.  As 
transition,  it  is  observed  that  it  stays  away  on  ex- 
liaustion  and  recurs  after  recruiting  by  rest. 

"On  tlio  transitional  line  between  the  changing 
and  j>ermaneut  relative  divergent  squinting,  there 
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is  another  important  practical  condition  to  which.  I 
heretofore  referred.  It  is  this :  there  is  yet  an 
inclination  to  convergence,  as  is  seen  by  bringing 
an  object  nearer ;  bnt  even  before  the  distant  point 
of  vision  is  reached,  or  at  least  soon  after,  the  one 
eye  already  turns  to  one  side.  If  concave  glasses 
are  now  used  so  as  to  bring  the  binocular  far  point 
to  8^^,  10^''  or  12''',  then  seeing  again  takes  place 
with  both  eyes.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
complaint  of  fatigue  is  heard,  and  investigation 
teaches  that  it  is  not  the  exertion  of  accommoda- 

tion that  causes  it,  but  the  demanded  convergence 
even  when  it  is  relatively  trifliug.  As  a  conse- 

quence, asthenopia  nmscularis  is  concerned,  when, 
"in  order  to  render  possible  binocular  vision,  it  is 
necessary  to  use  concave  with  prismatic  glasses. 

Absolute  divergent  strabismus  is  characterized  by 
divergence  of  the  optic  lines  at  a  distance.  In 
seeing  near  objects  the  divergence  sometimes  re- 

mains unchanged.  Sometimes  it  diminishes  and 
a  convergence  takes  place,  which  is  however  in- 

sufficient. Binocular  vision  at  any  rate  is  ex- 
cluded. Bonders  noticed  a  few  times  that  seeing 

at  a  great  distance  divergence  took  place,  which, 
on  lessening  the  distance  a  few  feet  would  give 
place  to  convergence,  which  is  only  momentary, 
however ;  the  fact  is  worth  observing.  The  ex- 

planation may  be  that  binocular  vision  has  more 
significance  for  the  perception  of  near  than  for  far 
objects.  At  first,  divergent  strabismus  is  usually 
slight  and  increases  but  slowly.  At  times  it  re- 

mains at  a  trifling  grade  for  a  lifetime.    It  is  sus- 
In  these  cases  it  is  clear  that  the  cause  of  relative  i  pected  that  the  highest  grades  of  strabismus  have 
divergent  squinting  only  rests  in  the  restricted  |  not  seldom  another  origin  than  simple  myopia. 
motion  inward,  whilst  the  struggle  to  bring  about 
binocular  vision  may  continue  undisturbed.  It  is 
only  in  absolute  divergent  squinting,  as  we  shall 
see,  that  it  frequently  is  relieved." 

It  has  thus  been  shown  that  in  progressive  my- 
opia the  sti^uggle  for  binocular  vision  is  ordinarily 

vain.  There  are  exceptions  to  this.  Gkaefe  says 
"A  powerful  united  action  of  the  recti  interni  be- 

longs to  relative  normal  short-sightedness,"  (Ar- 
chiv.  f.  Oph  :  iii.  S.  309.  j  He  considers  it  a 
pathological  condition  when  the  increase  of  force 
in  the  internal  muscles  is  not  harmoniously  de- 

It  is  only  to  the  absolute  that  the  name  of  squint- 
ing is  usually  given.  In  this  sense  it  is  less  frequent 

than  strabismus  convergens.  If  in  addition  the 
other  causes  of  squinting  are  deducted,  as  paraly- 

sis, or  inflammation  of  the  muscles,  cramp,  or 
congenital  anomalies,  then  myopia  does  not  hold 
so  important  a  relation  to  divergent  squinting  as 
hypermetropia  does  to  convergent  squinting.  My- 

opia is  found  in  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  absolute 
divergent  strabismus,  If  we  add  the  relative 
divergent  strabismus,  then  it  is  more  frequent 
than  the  convergent,  and  myopia  is  found  to  be 

veloped  with  the  increase  in  the  refracting  condition  j  present  in  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  the 

(ofmyopiaj).  Sometimes,  even  in  high  grades  of  j  former.  Convergent  strabismus  is  usually  seen 
myopia,  the  optic  lines  may  be  held  properly  di-  i  early  in  life,  in  childhood  ;  divergent  strabismus 
rected  on  near  objects,  without  painful  tension,  i  is  seen  in  la1;er  years.  The  fact  rests  on  the  cause 
This  may  be  from  favorable  alteration  of  form  of  |  of  the  origin ;  myopia  is  progressive, 
the  eye,  or  from  oz'iginal  or  acquired  preponderance 
of  power  of  the  internal  muscles.  This  is  mostly 
at  the  cost  of  motion  outward,  and  restriction  of 
motion  outward  is  never  absent,  and  it  may  reach 
such  a  high  grade  that  the  optic  lines  when  seeing 
distant  objects  cannot  be  brought  to  parallelism, 
and  relative  convergent  squinting  then  exists.  It 
happens  also  that  the  convergence  may  be  insuf- 

ficient, when  we  have  the  singular  combination  of 
relative  divergent  squinting  by  seeing  objects  near, 
with  relative  convergent  squinting  by  seeing  at  a 
distance,  whilst  there  is  at  medium  distance  a 
certain  space  left  for  binocular  vision.  It  reminds 
us  of  the  combination  of  myopia  with  presbyopia. 
But  all  this  belongs  to  the  exceptions.  The  rule 
is  that  the  facility  of  convergence  does  not  keep 
step  with  the  developement  of  the  myopia,  and 
that  very  soon  relative  divergent  squinting  is  ob- 

served. Investigations  prove  that  myopia  soon 
restricts  motion  inward,  whereas  outward  motion 
does  not  sutler  in  this  way ;  that  the  optic  lines 
can  be  brought  to  a  greater  divergence  by  the  use 
of  a  prism,  than  in  persons  not  myopic. 

As  a  rule,  though  absolute  divergent  strabismus 
is  developed  from  the  relative,  it  is  yet  far  from 
common  for  the  absolute  to  follow  the  relative. 
The  converse  is  the  exception.  As  the  majority 
of  hypermetropists  do  not  have  convergent  squint- 

ing, so  we  find  a  majority  of  myopists  with  relative 
divergent  squinting,  out  of  which  the  absolute  is 

not  developed.  The  question  also  follows,  "What 
collateral  conditions  are  essential  to  develope  the 
true  absolute  divergent  strabismus? 

First  then,  why,  as  a  general  rule,  does  the 
relative  deviation  have  a  tendency  to  the  absolute  ? 
Relative  divergent  squinting  causes,  at  least  in 
seeing  near  objects,  dilfereut  images  on  both  maculce 
lutcE.  The  necessity  of  unity  of  impressions,  the 
striving  for  single,  binocular  vision  must  as  a  gen- 

eral thing  be  weakened.  A  certain  beginning  con- 
vergent deviation  immediately  reaches  a  high 

grade,  as  the  patient  yields  singly  to  the  contrac- 
tions of  the  muscles — perhaps  also  unconsciously 

to  separate  further  the  double  images,  and  perhaps 
also  to  avoid  tlie  fatiguing  convergence  associated 
with  accommodation,  and  thereby  remove  further 
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[Vol.  X, from  the  eje  the  far  point  of  vision.  For  example, 
ill  blindness  of  one  eye,  the  inner  straight  muscles 
are  no  longer  made  tense  to  accomplish  binocular 
vision  at  close  distance,  so  they  will  soon  not  act 

sufficiently  for  want  of  energy,  and  st7-abismus  di- 
vergens  is  the  ordinary  result.  Relative  divergent 
squinting  also  soon  leads  to  want  of  proper  action, 
also  the  result  of  diminished  energy.  Here  then 
we  have  two  important  facts  meet :  diminished 
aversion  to  double  images,  and  diminished  power 
of  the  inner  muscles  ;  and  it  need  not  seem  strange 
that  soon  in  seeing  at  a  distance  their  action  will 
no  longer  be  adequate.  Sooner  yet  in  myopists 
this  must  occur,  in  whom  the  angle  a  is  peculiarly 
small,  and  consequently  seeing  at  a  distance  de- 

mands a  less  divergence  of  the  corneal  axes  than 
in  emmetropists.  When  the  action  of  the  inner 
muscles  is  once  weakened,  then  must  the  exertion 
necessary  to  overcome  divergence  easily  bring 
nearer  to  the  eye  the  far  point  of  vision,  and 
render  the  retinal  images  of  distant  objects  yet 
more  diffuse,  and  instinctively  the  exertion  ceases. 
Here  then  we  hkve  without  doubt,  the  formation 
of  absolute  divergent  strabis-mus  illustrated.  Now 
then  we  will  reverse  the  question  and  ask.  Why  is 
it  that  not  every  relative  divergent  squint  leads 
into  the  absolute  ? 

Absolute  divergent  squinting  in  high  grades  of 
myopia  is  also  quite  common,  much  more  so  than 
at  first  believed.  Trifling  grades  pass  unnoticed, 
when  even  the  optic  lines  diverge,  the  corneal  axes 
show  no  special  divergence,  less  than  in  hyper- 
metropists  not  squinting ;  it  is  only  by  covering 

"the  well  directed  eye  with  the  hand  thai  it  becomes 
manifest  that  the  optic  lines  of  the  other  eye  are 
directed  too  much  outward.  But  further,  in  reply 
to  the  question  asked. 

The  cause  consists  in  part  in  the  forced  retention 
of  binocular  vision.  Even  when  in  consequence 
of  relative  divergent  squinting,  the  struggle  for 
identical  impressions  on  both  maculce  luice  and 
other  corresponding  points  is  weakened,  it  is  still 
not  extinct.  This  struggle  alone  sometimes  op- 

poses the  deviation.  In  many  cases  the  eye  be- 
hind the  covering  liand  turns  itself  out,  and  on  the 

removal  of  the  liand  it  resumes  its  proper  position. 
And  when  tlie  deviation  remains  absent,  it  is  only 
necesHary  to  convince  us  of  this  struggle,  to  place 
a  weak  prismatic  glass  with  the  refracting  surface 
toward  tlie  nose,  and  immediately  the  prism  cor- 

rects the  convergence.  Only  in  the  liighest  grades 
of  niyoi»ia,  in  which  a  strongly  marked  ol^ject  does 
not  make  an  id<'ntical  impression,  is  it  tliat  this 
exf>«ritnent  •  fails  to  call  forth  the  convergence. 
From  this  we  infer  that  acuteness  of  vision  is  not 
an  al>»oiut«  condition  in  order  to  see  and  retain 
singly. 

We  further  seek  for  the  cause  of  the  absence  of 

absolute  strabismus  in  the  restricted  mobility  of 
the  eyes,  not  only  inward,  but  sometimes  the  ellip- 

soidal eyeball  of  myopists  interferes  with  the  turn- 
ing outward  also.  This  hindrance  may  extend  so 

far,  as  that,  as  before  remarked,  in  far  seeing  we 
may  have  relative  convergent  squinting,  and  in 
near  seeing  relative  divergent  squinting.  When 
even  it  does  reach  this  grade,  so  it  still  hinders  a 
free  turning  outward,  even  should  binocular  vision 
demand  it. 

Here  we  are  just  as  we  were  in  convergent  stra- 
bismus, different  impelling  and  opposing  forces 

arrayed  against  each  other,  and  it  is  indeed  diffi- 
cult to  say  in  what  conditions  the  overbalance  will 

fall  on  this  or  on  that  side. 

We  must  consider,  first,  circumstances  that  de- 
mand motion  outward;  second,  such  as  take  away 

the  value  of  binocular  vision.  To  the  first  we  at- 
tribute original  overbalance  of  the  outer  straight 

muscles  of  the  eyes,  greater  than  the  ordinary 
displacement  of  the  optic  lines  resulting  from  my- 

opia Cunusually  small  or  negative  value  of  the 
angle  a),  and  further,  favorable  form  of  the  eye- 

ball for  outward  motion,  and  prominence  of  the 
same.  As  to  the  second,  we  can  enumerate  di- 

minished acuteness  of  vision  of  one  eye,  and  above 
all  difference  in  the  refraction  of  the  two  eyes. 
This  latter  is  an  influential  fact.  When  the  diflier- 
ence  of  refraction  is  great,  the  one  eye  strong,  the 
other  hardly  myopic  or  even  emmetropic,  then  it 
is  perhaps  the  rule  that  in  seeing  at  a  distance, 
tlie  myopic  eye  is  turned  outward.  These  cases 
present  a  peculiar  kind  oi  strabismus  diver  gens  which 
unconditionally  deserves  to  be  thoroughly  investi- 

gated and  described  by  itself.  Sometimes,  es- 
pecially in  the  beginning,  the  squinting  is  incon- 

stant, and  shows  itself  only  after  fatigue  or  in 
certain  mental  conditions  ;  in  other  cases,  even 
when  strongly  developed,  it  can  be  overcome  by 
the  will  in  near  seeing  for  a  short  time,  yet  not 
without  fatigue  and  without  advantage  to  sight. 
It  happens  also  sometimes  that  one  eye  is  used  for 
far  seeing  and  the  other  for  near  seeing.  Mostly 
each  judges  correctly,  as  it  sees  independently, 

|. notwithstanding  that  the  object  is  seen  with  the 
one  eye  larger  and  with  the  other  eye  smaller.  We 
can  readily  discover  that  in  these  cases  binocular 
vision  is  not  worth  much ;  and  that  in  seeing  or- 

dinary objects  at  a  great  distance,  the  double 
I  images  are  hardly  observed,  and  that  the  strongly 
I  myopic  eye  readily  turns  aside;  and  that  the  re- 

j  stricted  motion  here  only  concerns  the  one  eye, 
I  and  a  relative  turning  outward  is  rendered  more 
easy ;  and  finally,  that  as  soon  as  there  is  de- 

manded an  exertion  of  the  nmscuU  recti  intfirni  to 
prevent  divergence  of  the  optic  lines,  that  the  same 
therefore  will  have  to  fail  as  the  slightly  myopic 
or  emmetropic  eye,  which  at  a  distance  sees  rather 
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distinctly,  in  consequence  of  the  associated  exer- 
tion of  the  accommodation,  immediately  perceives 

less  acutely. 
In  closing  his  article,  Professor  Doxders  refers 

briefly  to  what  authors  had  preyiouslj  said  on  this 
subject,  which  want  of  space  excludes.  I  had  in- 

tended only  to  prepare  a  brief  abstract  of  this  in- 
teresting article,  but  the  style  of  the  author  hardly 

admits  it.  He  says  very  little  not  essential  to  the 
full  comprehension  of  the  subject  he  discusses. 
After  reyiewing  what  Buffox,  Mueller,  Bohii  and 
RuETE  haye  written  on  this  subject,  he  thus  con- 

cludes : 

"On  the  whole,  the  satisfaction  is  small  in  con- 
sulting the  rich  literature  on  strabismus  with  refer- 

ence to  its  causes.  Particularly  was  strabismus  di- 
vergens  treated  in  a  yery  step-mother-like  manner 
for  a  long  time.  A  distinction  according  to  its 
forms  is  not  to  be  found,  and  where  the  causes  of 
strabismus  are  discussed  in  general,  all  seems  to 
refer  to  strabismus  convergens.  It  remains  only  for 
me  to  refer  to  the  writings  of  Vox  G-raefe  with 
reference  to  inefficiency  of  the  inner  straight 
muscles,  in  which  we  find  numerous  modifications 
of  the  partial  transition  to  sirubisinus  divergens,  and 
which  Vox  GrRAEFE  lias  also  noticed.  He  talks 
thus  in  his  last  treatise  (Archiv.  f.  Oph :  Bd.  viij. 
Abth.  2):  ''According  to  the  distance  of  the  ob- 

jects seen,  the  inefficiency  may  be  defined  as  vari- 
able, dynamic  divergent  squinting,  which  at  times 

is  overcome  by  the  struggle  for  single  vision." 
"When  we  consider,  as  GKAEFEhas  already  declared, 
that  in  myopia  this  impulse  must  exist,  then  it 
seems  as  if,  under  certain  conditions,  the  develope- 
ment  of  absolute  divergent  squinting  from  myopia 
was  already  visible  before  us. 

"  So  it  is  !    The  contrast  is  indeed  striking : 
Hypermetropia  causes  accomrii'^ dative  asthenopia, 

which  in  an  active  manner  is  overcome  by  convergent 
squinting. 

Mgopia  leads  to  muscular  asthenopia,  which  in  a 

passive  manner  passes  into  divergent  squinting.''^ 

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  | Nov.,  1863.  j 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Dr..  D.  Hayes  Agnew. 

Reported  by  Dr.  Josiah  Reeve,  Jr. 
Bromine  in  the  treatment  of  Sloughing  Ulcers. 
Gentlemen  :  I  bring  this  man  before  yon  to  illus- 

trate the'  beneficial  effects  of  Bromine  in  the  treat- 
ment of  sloughing  sores.  Personally,  I  have  had 

little  experience  with  it,  but  the  success  with  which 
it  has  been  used  in  certain  military  hospitals  has 
been  such  as  to  iuduce  every  thinking  man  to  give 

1  it  a  fair  trial.    This  man,  as  you  see,  has  a  great 
!  cavity  in  the  perineum  :  it  is  literally  all  sloughed 
j  out,  exposing  the  spongy  portion  of  the  penis  and I  the  triangular  ligament.    This  began  four  weeks  ago 
j  in  the  form  of  a  small  sinus  about  three  inches  in 
!  length,  which  was  laid  open  before  voUj  as  yoij  well 
I  remember.    From  that  time  until  within  the  last  few 
days  it  has  been  rapidly  increasing  in  size,  in  defiance 
of  nitric  acid,  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  of  copper, 
and  other  similar  applications.    Five  days  ago  a 
solution  of  eqiial  parts  of  bromine  and  water,  and 
sufficient  bromide  of  potassium  to  make  the  solution 
complete,  was  applied,  the  parts  being  thoroughly 
saturated  every  morning  for  three  days,  and  warm 
water  dresslnas  used  in  the  interval.    After  tWe  third 
application  the  slough  began  to  separate,  and  now 
yoti  see  granulations  of  a  liealthy  character,  are 
springing  up.    The  constitutional  treatment  con- 

sisted in  the  administration  of  quinia  and  iron,  with 
the  best  diet  of  the  house,  also  four  ounces  of  brandy 
daily.     The  local  treatment  at  present  is  gently 
stimulating — the  sore  being  pac-iced  with  lint  satura- ted with  a  weak  solution  of  nitric  acid,  namely,  three 

I  drops  of  nitric  acid  to  an  oimce  of  water.    The  man's 
j  general  health  is  much  improved,  and  he  is  in  a  fair 
way  to  recover. 

Fractured  Sibs. 

This  man  states  that  one  week  ago  he  received  a 
blow  upon  his  right  side  from  a  passing  car,  and  that 
since  that  time  he  has  been  suffering  very  much  from 
pain  in  the  side,  of  a  sharp,  gritting  character,  and 
from  a  short,  dry  cough,  as  I  proceed  to  examine 
the  side,  by  passing  my  fingers  over  the  ribs,  I  find 
no  deformity,  but  by  pressing  with  my  thumbs — one 
upon  the  sternal,  and  the  other  upon  the  vertebral 
extremity  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  ribs,  I  discover 
marked  crepitus,  thus  proving  the  existence  of  a 
fracture.  The  floating  ribs  are  seldom  fractured 
because  of  their  mobility,  being  attached  at  only  one 
extremity,  and  also  enveloped  in  muscles.  The 
couirh  in  this  case  arises  from  the  broken  extremities 
of  the  ribs,  irritating  the  pleura  or  the  intercostal 
nerves.  The  treatment  in  fracture  of  the  ribs  con- 

sists in  the  application  of  a  tight  roller  round  the 
body — applied  from  below  upward — or  in  the  appli- 

cation of  adhesive  straps,  which  method  I  prefer. 
The  straps  should  be  two  inches  wide,  and  long 
enough  to  reach  from  the  spinal  column  to  the  ster- 

num, and  applied  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  ribs  and 
not  transversely,  for,  we  should  in  that  case  have  the 
force  used  in  the  wrong  direction.  This  dressing  need 
only  be  renewed  four  or  five  times j  as  it  requires  but 
four  or  five  Aveeks  for  perfect  union  to  take  place. 

Hydrocele. 
This  man  comes  before  yoti  with  a  tumor  of  the 

scrotum,  of  the  nature  of  which  I  have  not  fully 
.satisfied  myself.  The  occupation  of  the  man,  which 
is  that  of  an  aeronaut,  would  naturally  expose  him 
to  accidents  involving  these  parts,  having,  as  he 
states,  several  times  been  obliged  to  ride  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  astride  of  a  rope.  Now  the  question 
is,  what  is  this  tumor?  It  maybe  hernia,  swelled 
testicle,  hematocele,  or  hydrocele.  I  first  notice  the 
ffcucral  shape  and  appearance  of  the  tumor,  which  is 
that  of  hydrocele,  being  pear  ehaped  ,  but  this  is  a 
point  of  'minor  importance,  being  present  in  other diseases.  If  it  were  hernia  I  should  expect,  when  I 
grasp  it  and  the  patient  coughs  to  feel  an  impulse 
given  to  the  tumor,  but  I  feel  none  :  this  added  to 
the  history  of  the  case,  which  is  that  the  swelling 
began  in  the  lower  part  of  the  scrotum,  leads  me  to 
believe  that  it  is  not  hernia.  By  examiuing  the 
tumor  more  closclv  I  find  the  testicle  at  the  bottom 
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hydrocele  it  is  u'cuerally  found  more  in  tlic  ]iosterior part  of  the  scrotum,  and  some  distance  from  the 
bottom,  but  you  Avill  remember  thai  in  the  last  case 
of  hydrocele  I  had  before  you  it  was  at  the  bottom, 
so  that  its  position  is  no  certain  u'uidc  in  the  diaii-no- 
sis.  By  irraspinii"  the  tumor  and  tappinii-  it  Avith  my timrer  I  discover  marked  fluctuation,  but  this  is  also 
deceptive,  for  it  miuht  depend  upon  hrematocele,  or 
the  tiuid  in  the  sack  of  a  hernia.  The  test  by  trans- 

mitted light  is  considered  a  very  important  one,  but 
it  also  has  failed  in  this  case,  as  it  does  in  all  cases 
■\vhe|-e  the  tunica  vaginalis  testis  is  thickened,  or  the 
tiuid  opake.  In  rhis  case  the  tuuior  appears  per- 

fectly ofiake.  There  is  but  one  infallible  method  of 
diagnosis,  and  that  is  by  the  exploring  needle,  which, 
■when  introduced,  will  give  us  a  few  drops  of  fluid, if  such  there  be.  You  see  tiuid  escaping  now  along 
the  u-rove  of  the  needle  ;  if  there  should  have  l)een none  the  introduction  of  the  needle  would  have  in- 

flicted no  injury  upon  the  patient.  The  treatment  of 
hydrocele  is  both  palliative  and  curative  ;  in  this  case 
I  shall  only  make  use  oi  the  former  on  account  of  the 
patient  desiring  to  leave  the  house  immediately. 
The  ojieration  consists  in  simply  introducing  a  trocar 

armed"  with  a  canula,  and  withdraAving  the  fluid, which  is  generally  of  a  pale,  ̂ rraw  color.  This  is 
■done,  as  you  see,  by  grasping  the  tumor  with  the  left 
hand,  taking  care  that  the  testicle  is  out  of  your  way, 
then  introduce  the  trocar  perpendicularly  through 
the  skin.  When  it  reaches  the  tunica  vaginalis,  it 
should  be  directed  upward,  thus  making  a  valvular 
opening,  and  the  fluid  escapes  tlirouuh  the  canula.  I 
shall  say  nothing  at  present  about  the  radical  cure  of 
the  disease,  for  I  shall  have  cases  hefore  you  this 
winter  which  will  deman.d  such  treatment.  In  cases 
like  tiie  present  one.  where  the  tunica  vaginalis  is  so 
thickened  and  the  testicle  ex(iuisitely  tender  it  Avould 
be  improper  to  use  stimulating  injections  in  order  to 
cure  the  disease  pernuinently. 

Hypertrophic  tumor  of  the  Labium. 
L.  A.,  aged  28  years.  Avas  brought  before  the  class, 

Aviih  her  consent ;  on  account  of  a  hypertrophic 
tumor  of  the  left  labium  majorum.  The  patient  has 
liad  the  swelling  for  more  than  a  year,  and  though, 
at  first  being  small,  it  did  not  interfere  Avith  her  com- 

fort, of  late  it  has  become  a  source  of  great  annoj'- 
ance,  from  its  great  size,  and  from  the  pain  Avhich 
it  causes  her  Avhen  performing  her  active  duties. 
Aljout  two  years  a<ro  a  similar  tumor  Avas  removed 
from  the  oi.posite  side,  aifording  great  relief— it  lias 
not  recurred.  The  labium  was  several  times  its 
normal  bulk,  dense,  and  elastic.  No  assigu^ible 
cause  could  be  traced  from  the  history  of  the  case. — 
Excision  of  the  mass  Avas  determined  upon,  and  was 
perfftrrned  by  niakinu"  elliptical  incisions  from  above 
downward,  tlius  excising  a  p(jrli(m  of  the  integument. 
The  fibrinouB  mass  Avas  dissected  out,  the  larger  ves- 
Bels  ligatcd,  and  the  parts  approximated  by  several 
interrupted  bulures  of  lead  wire.  Cold  waterdressiug 
was  applied  and  retained  by  the  spica  of  the  groin. 
Thi.s  class  of  tumors  of  the  labia  is  generally  of  a 
tlbrous  character;  not  mali;rnant  or  recurrent.  Ex- 
ciaiou  ia  the  only  radical  cure. 

Jefferson  Midicm,  Cof^lece,  ) October,  1863.  i 

SuRoicAL  Ci.iMc  of*Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 
RcportcU  by  73r.  /.  Gtrdtu  AlaxiLtll. 
Internal  Hemorrhoids. 

Jimfs  C.  C,  01  years  of  age,  Avood-sawycr  by  oc- 
cupation, Altona,  Pennsylvania.    The  disease  bad 

^existed  for  upward  of  :)()  years,  causing  considerable 

pain  and  a  feeling  of  stuflB^ng  in  the  ano-rectal  region 
Avith  occasional  hemorrhage  of  an  alarming  character. 
An  examination  being  made,  six  hemorrhodial 

titmors  of  unusually  large  size.  Avere  discovered,  sit- 
uated a  few  lines  above  the  verge  of  the  anus  and 

grouped  closely  together,  of  a  soft  spongy,  erectile 
and  elastic  character,  diminishing  under  pressure  but 
regaining  their  former  volume  the  moment  the  tension 
Avas  remoA'ed. Dr.  Gross  performed  the  operation  of  strangulation; 
each  tumor  being  draAA'n  doAvn  by  a  tenaculum  and 
tied  Avitli  a  stout  Avell  Avaxed  thread  of  saddler's  silk, 
secured  with  a  double  knot,  and  the  ends  cut  ofl'  close to  the  surface.  The  operation  being  OA^er,  the  patient 
Avas  pitt  to  bed  in  the  College  Hospital,  and  a  full 
anodyne  given  to  relieve  pain  and  paralyze  the  bowels. 
No  untoAvard  symptom  arose,  the  bowels  remaining 
locked  up  until  after  the  ligatures  came  away,  as 
they  did  on  the  sixth  day  after  the  operation,  and 
the  patient  is  so  well  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  to 
his  home  in  a  day  or  tAvo  fully  relieved  of  his  annoying disease. 

Caries  of  the  Foot. 
Aaron  G.,  46  years  of  age.  The  patient,  a  German, 

of  a  strumous  diathesis,  noticed  a  swelling  on  the 
outer  side  of  his  right  foot  about  4  years  ago,  at  the 
same  time  his  health,  which  had  previously  been  good 
liegau  to  fail,  his  appetite  to  decrease,  and  his  slee]^ 

j  to  be  troVbled.  In  this  condition  he  remained  for 
upwards  of  a  year,  Avhen  an  opening  occurred  spon- 

taneously in  tlie  affected  surface,  discharging  a  thin, 
ichorous,  fetid  fluid,  so  irritating  as  to  erode  the 
parts  Avith  which  it  came  in  contact. 
When  brought  under  notice  the  disease  had  become 

chronic  in  character  and  therefore  most  favorable  for 
an  operation.    Chloroform  having  been  administered 
a  free  incision  Avas  made  and  the  diseased  structure 
removed  by  means  of  the  gouge  and  bpue  drill.  The 
canal  Avas  then  Avell  Avashed  out  Avith  the  syi'ingc  in 

I  order  to  effect  thorough  clearance;  the  bleeding  from 
1  the  osseous  tissue  was  considerable,  but  soon  ceased 
under  the  application  of  cold  Avater  dressing.    A  tent 

j  Avas  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  granu- 
'  lation  from  the  bottom.    A  full  anodyne  Avas  given I  to  relieve  pain  and  promote  sleep.    Since  then  every- 
'•  thing  has  gone  on  in  the  most  favorable  manner  and granulations  of  a  healthy  character  are  springing  up. 

j  Pott's  Disease  of  the  Spine. 
I     Caroline  W.,  3  years  of  age.    In  this  case  the  dis- 

ease Avas  of  short  standing,  with  but  slight  curvature, 
;ind  Dr.  Gijoss  remarked  that  if  the  injunctions  of 

i  the  physician  and  not  the  cries  of  the  child  Avere 
ol)eyed  there  Avas  every  ])robability  of  a  good  cure. 

^  The  actual  cautery  Avas  then  applied  a  little  above 
I  the  seat  of  the  curvature,  making  an  eschar  aboutthc 
size  of  a  twenty-five  cent  piece,  after  which  a  toAvel 

I  soaked  in  cold  Avatcr  Avas  employed  for  six  hours 
\  when  the  pisrmanent  dressing,  a  flax-seed  poultice. i»Avas  substituted. 

In  addition  to  the  issue.  Dr.  Gkoss  ordered  ])erfect 

I  recumbency  upon  a  trundle-bed  until  the  'disease shall  be  ended,  the  child  not  being  permitted  to  get 
up  for  any  purpose  Avhatcver.  The  period  rcijuired  for 

I  a  cure  Avill  vary  from  three  to  twelve  months.  Her 
j  diet  is  to  bo  plain  and  sirni)le  but  nourishing;  a 
I  drachm  of  cod  liver  oil  is  to  be  taken  thrice  a  day, 
and  attention  paid  to  the  bowels  and  secretions. 

Effect  of  Sugar  and  Tobacco  on  the  Teeth, 
i  The  elfect  of  sugar  and  tobacco  on  the  teeth  Avas 

j  discussed  at  a  congress  of  German  Surgeon-dentists I  recently  held  at  Frankfort.  The  congress  decided  in 
'  both  instances,  that  tlie  articles,  Avlien  taken  in  a 
!  pure  state,  and  not  in  immoderate  quantities,  are  not 
,  injurious. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SUEGIOAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  21,  1863. 

PREMIUMS  FOR  IKTEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Jn  response  to  frequent  suggestions  we  have  de- 
termined to  offer  strong  inducements  to  subscribers 

to  aid  in  extending  our  circulation.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  a  physician  can  spend  money  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Sub- 

scribers will  add  One  Dollar's  worth  of  books  to 
their  libraries  hereafter,  for  every  new  subscriber  they 
send  us  xcith  the  subscription  money  in  advance  for  a 
year.  The  books  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 

Those  who  send  new  names  will  please  designate 
any  book  or  books  they  wish,  provided  only  they 
are  published  in  this  country,  to  the  amount  of  one 
dollar  for  each  new  name  sent  with  the  subscrip- 

tion for  a  year  in  advance. 
For  any  effort  made  by  our  subscribers  to  extend 

the  circulation  of  the  Reporter  they  will  be  well 
repaid  in  the  improvements  it  will  give  us  the 
means  of  making  in  the  work.  The  Reporter 
is  already  the  most  widely  circulated  medical 
journal  by  far  in  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  double  its  cir- 

culation that  we  may  be  enabled  to  add  corres- 
pondingly to  its  interest  and  usefulness. 

We  print  on  another  p?lge  a  list  of  the  more 
important  medical  books  published,  from  which 
selections  may  be  made. 

COROIfERS. 

There  are  some  important  offices  that  are  often 

very  improperly  filled  in  this  country.  One  of 
these  is  that  of  Coroner.  No  one  we  presume  will 

question  the  propriety  of  always  placing  a  medical 
man  in  that  office.  Its  duties  require,  for  their 

proper  and  economical  performance,  a  knowledge 
of  medicine,  and  especially  of  anatomy,  on  the  part 
of  the  incumbent  of  the  office.  Post  mortem  ex- 

aminations are  frequently  necessary,  and  questions 

often  arise  involving  a  knowledge  otf  the  proper-' 
ties,  doses  and  actions  of  medicines.  Medico-legal 
investigations  have  also  frequently  to  be  entered 
into.  In  fact  there  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
Coroner  that  does  not  necessarily  involve  medical 

questions.  A  Coroner's  jury  is  de  facto  a  medical 
court,  and  should  at  least  be  presided  over  by  a 
medical  man.  And  he  should  be  competent  in  the 
first  place  to  summon  a  jury  with  sufficient  intel- 

ligence to  comprehend  the  case  in  hand;  secondly, 

to  enlighten  its  members  on  questions  that  may 

be  developed  in  the  course  of  the  investigation ; 

and  lastly,  with  a  judgment  capable  of  distinguish- 

ing cases  requiring  a  thorough  medico-legal  inves- 
tigation, and  of  selecting  the  experts  needed  in 

such  an  emergency. 

Unfortunately,  with  us,  the  office  of  Coroner  is 
an  elective  one,  and  the  principal  qualification  of 

the  candidate  has  usually  had  a' political,  rather 
than  a  professional  signification.  He  has  been  se- 

lected with  a  sole  view  to  his  ability  to  "  run  " 
well,  and  to  the  influence  his  name  will  have  on 

the  party  ticket.  Good  medical  men  are  seldom 
politicians,  so  that  they  are  usually  left  out  of  the 
calculation  entirely  for  the  office  of  Coroner  when 
the  ticket  is  made  up.  The  consequence  is,  that 

responsible  and  highly  important  office  is  more 
likely  to  be  filled  by  a  tavern  keeper,  a  cobbler  or 

a  butcher,  than  by  a  medical  man.  A  further  con- 
sequence is  a  mockery  of  justice  on  every  occasion 

where  an  inquest  is  requisite. 
As  a  measure  of  economy,  it  would  be  policy  to 

elect  intelligent  medical  men  to  the  office  of  Cor- 
oner. Where  this  officer  is  not  a  medical  man  he 

is  often  compelled,  at  an  additional  expense  to  the 
community,  to  call  in  medical  advice  in  many  very 

simple  cases,  and  from  his  previous  associations  he 
is  apt  to  select  persons  of  questionable  ability  as 
his  advisers. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  this  important  office 
should  be  withdrawn  from  the  arena  of  politics, 

and  that  intelligent,  high-toned  medical  gentlemen 
should  always  be  elected,  or  rather  appointed  to 
it.  At  a  recent  election  in  this  city,  a  medical  man 

of  respectable  standing  was  elected  Coroner,  and 
we  trust  that  the  case  will  be  a  precedent,  and  that 
while  the  office  is  an  elective  one  the  political 

parties  will  see  the  propriety  of  selecting  compe- 
tent, respectable  medical  men  as  candidates  to  fill 

it. 

"BE  COURTEOUS." 
To  no  class  of  the  community  is  the  apostolic 

injunction  at  the  head  of  this  article  more  appli- 
cable than  to  medical  men.  In  the  society  in 

which  he  moves — and  he  moves  in  all  classes  of 

society — he  should  be  a  pattern  of  politeness, 

courtesy,  gentility  and  good  breeding.  True  gen- 
tility is  consistent,  the  same  under  all  circum- 
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[Vol,  X. »tances,  influencing  its  possessor  in  his  bearing 
toward  all  classes  of  society.  It  will  restrain  liim 
from  falling  into  many  of  the  vices  and  bad  habits 

which  beset  so  many  to  their  manifest  disadvan- 

tage. The  trnly  conrteous  physician  will,  for  in- 
stance, avoid  falling  into  such  doubtful  habits  as 

the  use  of  tobacco,  to  say  nothing  of  intoxicating 
drinks  ;  for  a  breath  redolent  of  such  things  is 
totally  unfit  to  carry  into  the  presence  of  any  sick 

person,  especially  if  the  person  should  be  a  lady. 
And  this  is  the  smallest  objection  that  can  be 
named  against  the  use  of  the  articles  in  question. 
We  are  perfectly  aware  that  in  these  remarks  we 

tread  on  many  a  reader's  toes,  and  we  do  not  care 
to  tread  lightly,  either,  for  the  evils  adverted  to 
are  crying  ones,  and  unbecoming  and  disgraceful 

to  our  profession.  A  medical  man's  brain  should 
be  clear,  and  his  breath  sweet,  when  he  approaches 

the  bedside,  or  comes  into  the  presence  of  a  pa- 
tient. 

This  is  a  trite  subject,  one  that  is  descanted  upon 
in  our  text  books  and  in  the  lecture  room,  but  it 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  repetition. 
We  will  conclude  this  branch  of  it  with  some  apt 
quotations  from  the  pen  of  the  versatile  and  gifted 
Dr.  0.  W.  Holmes. 

•'Be  gentle,  then  ;  though  Art's  unsparing  rales 
Give  yon  the  handling  of  her  sharpest  tools, 
Use  them  not  rashly— sickness  is  enough, — 
Be  always  "  ready,"  but  be  never  "  rough." ******** 
Kindness — untutored  by  our  grave  M.  D.'s, 
Bnt  Nature's  graduate,  whom  she  schools  to  please, 
Wins  back  more  sufferers  ̂ Tith  her  voice  and  smile, 
Than  all  the  trumpery  in  the  druggist's  pile. 

Once  more,  be  quiet ; — coming  up. the  stair, 
Don't  be  a  plantigrade,  a  human  bear, 
But  stealing  softly,  on  the  silent  toe, 
Reach  the  sick  chamber  ere  you're  heard  below. 
Whatever  changes  there  may  greet  your  eyes, 
Let  not  your  looks  proclaim  the  least  surprise  ; 
"T^H  not  your  buwlneKS  by  your  face  to  show, 
All  that  your  patient  does  not  want  to  know  ; 
Kay,  ti»e  your  optics  with  considerate  care, 
And  don't  abase  your  privilege  to  stare  ; 
Bal  if  your  eyes  may  probe  him  over  much, 
Beware  Btill  further  how  you  rudely  touch  ; 
Don't  clutch  his  corpus  in  your  Icy  fist, 
Bal  warm  yoor  fingers  ere  yoa  lake  the  wrist. 
If  the  poor  victim  needs  mast  be  percussed, 
Don't  make  an  anvil  of  bin  aching  bust ; — 
(DuctorM  exlkl  within  a  hundred  mileH, 
Who  thump  a -thorax  as  they'd  hammer  piles  !) 
If  yon  mail  liMlen  to  bis  doubtfol  choHt, 
Catch  th<>  eiiwntlals  and  Ignore  the  rent. 
Fparc  him  ;  the  nafferer  wants  of  you  and  art, 
A  track  to  nteer  by,  not  a  flninlied  chart ; 
Bo  of  your  qneMlionH,— don't  in  mercy  try 
T«  pump  your  patient  absolately  dry, 

I  He not  a  moUusk  squirming  in'a  dish. 
You're  not  Agassiz,  and  he's  not  a  fish. And  last,  not  least,  in  each  perplexing  case, 
Learn  the  street  magic  of  a  cheerful  face  ; 
Not  al-n-ays  smiling,  but  at  least  serene, 
"When  grief  and  anguish  cloud  the  anxious  scene, 
Each  look,  each  movement,  every  word  and  tone 
Slioakl  tell  Tour  patient  you  are  all  his  own  ; 
^'ot  the  mere  artist,  purchased  to  attend, 
But  the  ̂ varm,  ready,  self-forgetting  friend, 
Whose  genial  visit  in  itself  combines, 
The  best  of  cordials,  tonics,  anodynes." 

\  There  is  a  class  of  medical  men  to  whose  special 

'  notice  we  desire  to  present  the  injunction  which  we 
have  made  the  foundation  of  these  remarks.  We 

refer  to  medical  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 
Our  remarks  are  not  applicable  to  all  of  them  by 

any  means,  but  there  are  too  many  of  them  who 
need  a  word  of  caution  on  this  subject.  Some 

doctors,  as  soon  as  they  mount  a  uniform,  become 

so  self-important  and  dignified  as  to  be  unap- 
proachable. They  treat  officers  of  inferior  grades, 

privates  and  civilians  with  disdain.  Such  men 

show  their  breeding,  or  rather  want  of  it,  and  dis- 
grace themselves,  their  profession,  and  the  service 

in  which  they  should  be  an  ornament.  We  have 
had  instances  of  discourteous  behavior  related  to 

us  on  the  part  of  medical  officers  that  have  made 
us  blush  for  our  profession.  It  is  very  sad  to  see 
an  official  announcement  of  the  dismissal  of  medical 

officers  "for  conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman," 
but  if  all  who  are  guilty  of  such  conduct  should 
get  their  deserts  the  humiliating  record  would  be 

long  drawn  out,  we  fear. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

The  Surgeon-G-eneral. 
Surgeon-General  Hammond,  on  his  arrival  at 

Washington,  after  inspecting  the  hospitals  in  the 
Departments  of  the  South  and  the  Gulf,  was  im- 

mediately ordered  on  a  like  service  to  the  hospi- 
tals in  the  Western  Department.  We  do  not 

understand,  however,  that  this  necessarily  indi- 
cates any  particular  mismanagement  of  the  hospi- 

tiils  in  that  Department.  Such  an  inference  was 
very  unjustly  drawn  by  one  or  two  of  our  cotem- 
poraries  when  the  Surgeon-General  was  ordered  to 
inspect  the  hospitals  in  the  other  Departments. 

Nitrous  Oxyde  as  an  Anaesthetic. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  our  readers  that  the 

first  practical  application  of  an  anaesthetic  for  sur- 
gical purposes  was  by  the  late  Dr.  Wells,  of 
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Hartford,  and  that  lie  began  his  experiments  with 
nitrons  oxyde  vapor,  and  subsequently  resorted 
to  sulphuric  ether. 

Nitrous  oxyde  vapor  is  now  being  very  exten- 
sively used  for  anfesthetic  purposes,  particularly 

by  dentists.  It  is  preferred  on  account  of  its  sup- 
posed safety,  there  being,  we  believe,  no  case 

recorded  of  loss  of  life  from  its  use. 

Mitchell's  General  Atlas. 
We  have  seen  a  late  edition  of  this  Atlas  which, 

in  addition  to  the  United  States  Post  Offices,  has  a 
list  of  those  of  the  neighboring  British  Province 
of  Canada.  We  would  again  commend  the  work 
to  the  notice  of  our  readers.  It  is  almost  indis- 

pensable in  every  family  in  such  eventful  times  as 
these. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  Dr.  W.  17.  COTE. 

Paris,  Oct.  23d,  1863. 

Arsenical  Coloring.s"' 
Notwithstanding  the  many  warnings  given  to  man- 

ufacturers, as  well  as  to  the  public,  arsenical  colors 
are  still  extensively  used.  Dr.  Gtjt,  in  his  recent 
report  on  the  subject,  states  that  arsenical  green  is 
commonly  used  for  coloring  prints,  paper-hangings, 
or  ornamental  papers,  tarlatans  for  ball-dresses, 
and  artificial  flowers,  and  less  generally  for  tinting 
confectionery — and  its  application  to  all  those  pur^ 
poses  is  attended  with  more  or  less  danger  to  human 
life,  and  with  almost  certain  injury  to  the  health  of 
the  persons  who  manufacture  or  make  use  of  the 
articles  colored  with  it.  The  name  under  which  it  is 

best  known  is  emerald  green,"  being  the  same  as 
Scheele's  or  Schweinfurth  green.  Its  chemical  com- 

position is  arsenious  acid,  six  parts  ;  oxide  of  copper, 
two ;  and  acetic  acid,  one ;  so  that  it  is  needless  to 
say  that  it  is  a  very  active  poison.  The  manufac- 

ture, when  carried  on  in  the  open  air,  does  not  occa- 
sion much  inconvenience  to  those  employed  in  it. 

The  men  who  make  the  powder  suffer  from  boils  and 
pimples,  or  from  a  little  itching  in  the  nostrils  and 
around  the  bends  of  the  arms  ;  and  those  who  pack 
it  are  liable  to  itching  and  sneezing,  but  that  is  all. 
When  the  work  is  done  under  cover,  more  serious 
effects  are  produced.  The  workmen  are  then  affected 
by  blotches,  rashes,  and  much  itching.  Those  who 
drink  suffer  most — but  if  the  work  is  discontinued, 
and  more  especially  if  cooling  medicines  are  admin- 

istered, the  symjjtoms  soon  disappear.  The  injuries 
occasioned  by  the  emerald  green  are  not  confined  to, 
nor  do  they  indeed  chiefly  or  in  any  great  degree 
arise  from,  its  poisonous  character  when  swallowed. 
Mischief  does,  however,  occasionally  spring  from 
■•hat  cause.   Confectioners  and  pastry-cooks  were, 

until  lately,  in  the  habit  of  using  the  emerald  green 
as  a  pigment ;  and  instances  are  recorded  of  danger- 

ous or  fatal  consequences  occurring  to  children  from 

eating  fragments  of  ornamental  baskets,' cake  orna- ments, sweetmeats,  or  apple  tarts,  colored  with  the 
poison  ;  and  to  adults,  from  its  ignorant  use  for  the 
tinting  of  blanc-mange.  But  it  is  from  the  diffusion 
of  the  powder  in  the  atmosphere,  and  its  absorption 
into  the  system  with  the  breath  or  through  the  skin, 
that  the  most  serious  consequences  flow  ;  and  as  far 
as  those  who  are  not  engaged  in  manufactures  in 
which  the  color  is  used  are  concerned,  the  most  gen- 

eral risk  arises  from  its  employment  in  the  staining 
of  paper-hangings.  In  such  cases  the  quantity  of 
"  emerald "  employed  is  often  as  much  as  from 
twenty-eight  to  seventy  grains  to  the  square  foot.  It 
is  generally  very  loosely  attached  to  the  paper,  and 
is  easily  liberated,  when,  especially  if  its  effects  are 
increased  by  damp,  its  presence  in  the  air  frequently 
produces  very  serious  and  well-marked  indisposi- 

tions. Paper-hangings  colored  with  the  emerald 
green  are,  it  is  true,  often  used  without  inconveni- 

ence ;  but  the  cases  in  which  injury  has  resulted  to 
persons  occupying  rooms  hung  with  them  are  too 
numerous  and  too  well  authenticated  to  admit  of 
doubt  as  to  their  cause.  In  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  flowers,  fruits  and  leaves,  the  deleterious 
effects  of  emerald  green  are  most  fully  experienced. 
In  other  occupations  it  projiuces  only  inconvenience 
and  suffering — at  the  most,  illness  of  some  duration 
and  severity — but  in  this  it  has,  in  one  instance  at 
least,  probably  in  more  than  one,  led  to  fatal  conse- 

quences. The  sufferers  in  this  case  are  chiefly 
women.  In  concluding  his  report.  Dr.  Gut  suggests 
thsrt  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  the  sale  of  this 
poisonous  green  to  toy-makers  and  confectioners 
should  be  forbidden,  and  that  all  tinted  papers  and 
paper-hangings  which  are  colored  with  it  should  be 
marked  "arsenical  paper."  As  to  the  employment 
of  emerald  green  in  manufactories,  he  is  of  opinion 
that,  as  far  as  men  and  women  are  concerned,  no  case 
is  made  out  which  would  justify  any  special  legisla- 

tion of  a  highly  restrictive  character.  The  case  of 
young  children  is  somewhat  difterent,  and  for  their 
protection  we  think  that  employers  might  be  prohi- 

bited, imder  a  penalty,  from  allowing  any  person 
under  eighteen  years  of  age  to  work  with  the  eme- 

rald green. 
Power  of  the  Imagination. 

I  take  from  the  Xord  the  subjoined  narrative, 
which  shows  the  influence  imagination  can  exercise 
on  the  body.  That  journal  vouches  for  its  authenti- 

city. "A  gentleman,  of  great  energy  of  character, 
while  staying  at  a  hotel  at  Turcoing,  was  seized  with 
excruciating  toothache,  accompanied  with  swelling 
of  the  gums.  Ho  was  recommended  to  apply  a 
leech  ;  and  the  keeper  of  the  hotel  undertook  the 
operation,  using  a  piece  of  paper  folded  up  so  as  to 
form  a  kind  of  case.  At  the  end  of  a  few  minutes, 
as  the  sufferer  did  not  feel  the  leech,  an  examination 
took  place ;  but  the  leech  was  not  in  the  paper,  and 
it  had  disappeared.   It  was  immediately  concluded. 



4o8 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  NEWS. 

[Vol.  X. to  the  great  horror  of  the  sufferer,  that  he  had  svral-  ■  over  the  mixture.  This  done,  the  leaves  are  cut  into 
lowed  the  mordant  worm.  No  sooner  was  this  '  shreads  like  tobacco,  and  so  kept  for  use.  The 
dreadful  conclusion  arrived  at,  than  the  affrighted  i  patient  smokes  it  under  the  form  of  cigarettes,  or 
man  felt  terrible  bites  in  his  stomach  ;  and,  although 
he  swallowed  a  glass  of  oil  of  sweet  almonds,  re- 

newed bites  showed  that  the  leech  was  alive.  A 
Doctor  was  called  in,  and  an  ounce  of  castor  oil 
administered  immediately,  but  repeated,  aganizing 
pains  proved  that  the  leech  was  in  another  part  of 
the  stomach.  A  dreadful  fear  now  took  possession 
of  the  imfortunate  man.  who  anticipated  that  his 
intestines  would  be  soon  perforated,  and  that  death 
was  certain.  A  second  Doctor  called  in,  prescribed 
two  more  ounces  of  castor  oil,  which  the  patient 
swallowed  most  stoically,  but  the  bites  and  pains 
were  renewed.  The  hotel-keeper  happened  then  to 
change  his  coat,  and  in  his  sleeve  he  found  the  leech, 
which  had  made  its  escape  at  the  end  of  the  paper 
held  to  the  gum  of  the  sufferer.  The  unfortunate 
man  was  thus  assured  that  his  life  was  no  longer  in 
danger,  but  he  was  a  prey  to  the  most  uncomfortable 
sensa  ions  from  the  three  ounces  of  castor  oil  which 
he  had  swallowed." 
Chloride  of  Iron  and  Chloride  of  Sodium  as  a 

Hsemostatic. 

Dr.  Piazza,  of  Bologna,  has  introduced  a  new  pre- 
paration containing  chloride  of  iron,  which  he  has 

found  very  efficacious  as  an  hemostatic  agent.  You 
are  aware  that  a  solution  of  chloride  of  iron  has 
already  been  used  successfully  for  stopping  the  flow 
of  blood  from  wounds,  but  in  a  concentrated  state  it 
often  causes  much  pain  and  irritation.  It  appears 
that  when  chloride  of  sodium  is  added  to  it,  the  pro- 

portion of  chloride  of  iron  may  be  considerably 
diminished.  The  solution  Dr.  Piazza  recommends 
is  composed  of  perchloride  of  iron  having  a  specific 
gravity  of  1.075  to  1.11,  mixed  with  an  equal  volume 
of  a  concentrated  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium. 
Great  success  seems  to  have  attended  the  use  of  this 
Bolution  in  Italy  and  Belgium.  The  chloride  of  iron 
should  have  no  free  acid  in  it. 

"W  hooping-Cough. 
Dr.  DoMERC  i)ublishes  two  cases  of  whooping 

cough,  in  which  the  patients  were  adult  females. 
After  trying  emetics,  sedatives,  anti-spasmodics,  and 
sulphate  of  quinine,  with  but  temporary  success,  he 
prescribed  cigarettes  of  belladonna,  which  caused 
relief,  but  led  to  no  cure.  At  leiigth  he  had  recourse 
to  the  following  preparation  :  Take  leaves  of  bella- 

donna cleansed  of  their  stalks,  90  grammes  ;  add 
tops  of  melitot,  a  pectoral  herb,  10  grammes ;  mix 
in  a  porcelain  basin,  and  pour  on  it  5  grammes  of 

else  in  a  small  pipe.  It  g-enerally  cures  the  affection 
in  the  course  of  a  week ;  and  is  found  also  service- 

able in  phthisis,  catarrh,  and  asthina.  Sometimes 
Dr.  DoMEKC  prescribes  iodized  inhalations  to  be 
taken  alternately  with  the  above,  in  the  following 
manner  :  Put  a  little  amiantus  or  earth-flax,  or  else 
cotton,  into  a  tobacco-pipe,  and  moisten  it  with  two 
or  three  drops  of  tincture  of  iodine,  a^d  let  the 
-patient  inhale  the  air  through  the  pipe  as  if  smok- 

ing.   'This  may  be  repeated  several  times  a  day. 
Eegarding  whooping-cough,  the  Director  of  the 

Parisian  Gas  Company  has  announced  what  he  c  jn- 
siders  an  infallible  cure  for  that  affection.  It  con- 

sists in  the  inhalation  of  the  various  complex  gases 
generated  by  the  distillation  of  coal.  He  states  that 
by  this  means  hundreds  of  children  have  been  cured 
in  his  establishment,  after  being  only  once  exposed 
to  the  funi'.  s  above  alluded  to.  As  it  may  not  always 
be  possible  to  take  patients  to  the  gas-works,  some 
means  might  be  devised  for  giving  them  the  benefit 
of  this  discoyerv  at  home.  W.  N.  Cote. 
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CIECULABS  AND  GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Disq.ualifications  for  Military  Service. 

(Circular  No.  100.)    "War  Department,  Provost- 
^larshal-General's  Office,  Washington,  Nov.  9,  1863. 

,  Paragraph  85  of  the  Regtilations  for  the  government 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General  of  the 

!  United  States  is  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

I     85.  The  following  diseases  and  infirmities  are^those 
which  dis  iualify  for  military  service,  and  for  which 

:  only  drafted  men  are  to  be  "  rejected  as  physically  or 
I  mentally  unfit  for  the  service,"  viz.  : 
!     1.  Manifest  imbecility. 
I     2.  Insanity, 
insanity,  Aviih  li 

Epilepsy, 

liis  includes  well  established,  recent 
iiility  to  a  recurrence. 

3.  Epilepsy.  For  this  disability  the  statement  of 
I  the  drafted  man  is  insufficient,  and  the  fact  must  be 
1  established  by  the  duly-attested  affidavit  of  a  physi- 
I  cian  in  good  standing,  who  has  attended  him  in  the !  disease  within  the  six  mouths  immediately  preceding 
'  his  examination  by  the  Board. 
!  4.  Paralysis,  general  or  of  one  limb,  or  chorea ; 
j  their  existence  to  be  adequately  determined.  Decided 
I  atrophy  of  a  limb. 
I  5.  Acute  or  organic  diseases  of  the  brain  or  spinal 
!  cord  ;  of  the  heart  or  lungs  ;  of  the  liver  or  spleen  ; 
I  of  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  which  have  so  seriously 

laurel-water,  stirring  all  the  time,  until  the  whole  is  i  impaired  bis  general  health  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
perfectly  moistened.   Then  add  the  foUowing  solu-  j  ^1'^. tioD  : Incipient  consump- 

Tincture  of  iodine, 
Iodide  of  Potassium 
Nitrate  of  potash, 
Laurel-water, 

The  whole  is  left  to  stand  until  the  superfluous 
moiKturo  is  evaporated,  when  10  grammes  of  the 
tincture  of  balsam  of  tola  arc  added  in  drops  all 

10  grammes. 
2  do. 
8  do. 

30      do,  M. 

0.  Confirmed  consumption. 
{  tion  does  not  exempt. 

7.  Cancer  ;  aneurism  of  the  large  arteries. 
I     8.  Inveterate  and  extensive  disease  of  the  skin, 
I  such  as  will  necessarily  impair  his  efficiency  as  a  sol- dier. 
I  9.  Decided  feebleness  of  constitution,  or  deficient 
'  size  of  chest,  sufficient  in  degree  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
the  man's  unlitiiess  lor  military  service, 

j     10.  Scrc^fula,  or  constitutional  syphilis,  which  has 
j  80  seriously  impaired  his  general  health  as  to  leave 
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no  doubt  of  the  man's  incapacity  for  military  ser- vice. 
11.  Habitual  and  confirmed  intemperance,  or  soli- 

tary vice,  Tvuich  lias  so  materially  enfeebled  the  con- 
stitution as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  man's  incapa- 

city for  military  senice. 
12.  Chronic  rheumatism,  unless  manifested  by 

positive  change  of  structure,  vrastins:  of  the  affected 
limb,  or  pu-Sincss  or  distortion  of  the  joints,  docs  not exempt.  Impaired  motion  of  joints  and  eourraction 
of  the  limbs  al!e£:ed  to  arise  from  rheumatism,  and 
in  -u-hich  the  nutrition  of  the  limb  is  not  manifestly 
impaired,  are  to  be  proved  by  examination  while  in 
a  state  of  antesthesia  induced  by  ether  only. 

13.  Pain,  whether  simulating-  headache,  neuralgia 
in  any  of  its  forms,  rheumatism,  lumbago,  or  affec- 

tions of  the  muscles,  bones,  or  joints,  is  a  symptom 
of  disease  so  easily  pretended  that  it  is  not  to  be  ad- 

mitted as  a  cause  for  exemption  unless  accompanied 
with  manifest  derangement  of  the  general  health, 
wasting  of  a  limb,  or  other  positive  sign  of  disq[ual- 
ifying  local  disease. 

14.  Great  injuries  or  diseases  of  the  skull,  occa- 
sioning impairment  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  epi- 

lepsy, or  other  manifest  nervous  or  spasmodic  symp- toms. 
15.  Total  loss  of  sirrht ;  total  loss  of  sight  of  right 

eye  :  cataract  of  right  eye  ;  loss  of  crystalline  lens  of 
right  eye. 

16|  Partial  loss  of  sight  of  both  eyes,  vision  being 
so  greatly  impaired  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  man's 
inability  to  perform  military  duty.  Serious  perma- 

nent di-seases  of  the  eye  or  eyelids,  so  manifestly 
affecting  the  use  of  the  eyes  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
the  man's  incapacity  for  military  service.  Near- sightedness does  not  exempt  :  if  found  on  trial  to  be 
so  decided  as  to  incapacitate  for  field  service,  the 
maii  may  be  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps. 

IT.  Total  loss  of  nose-  deformity  of  nose  so  great 
as  seriously  to  obstruct  respiration  ;  ozienu,  depend- 

ent on  caries  in  progress. 
IS.  Decided  deafness.  This  disability  must  not  be 

admitted  on  the  mere  statement  of  the  drafted  man, 
but  must  be  proved  by  the  existence  of  positive  dis- 

ease, or  by  other  satisfactory  evidence  ;  and  it  must 
be  50  decided  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  man's  un- 

fitness for  military  service.  Chronic,  purulent  otor- rhoea. 
19.  Incurable  diseases  or  deformities  of  either  jaw, 

such  as  will  .necessarily  greatly  impede  mastication 
or  speech.  Anchylosis  of  the  lower  jaw  ;  caries  of 
the  bones  of  the  face,  if  in  progress  :  cleft  palate, 
(bony  ;)  extensive  loss  of  substance  of  the  cheeks,  or 
salivary  fistula. 

20.  Dumbness  ;  permanent  loss  of  voice  ;  not  to  be 
admitted  without  clear  and  satisfactory  proof. 

21.  Total  loss  of  tongue  ;  hypertrophy,  atrophy, 
mutilation,  or  obstinate  chronic  ulceration  of  the 
tongue,  if  sufficient  in  degree  to  interfere  seriously 
with  the  use  of  the  organ. 

22.  Stammering,  if  excessive  and  confirmed  ;  to 
be  established  by  satisfactory  evidence  under  oath.' 23.  Loss  of  a  sufficient  number  of  teeth  to  prevent 
mastication  of  food.  This  applies  to  those  cases 
only  where  the  loss  of  teeth  is  so  great,  that  if  the 
man  were  restricted  to  solid  food,  he  would  soon  be- 

come incapacitated  for  military  service. 
2-i.  Tumors  or  wounds  of  the  neck,  impeding  re- 

■spiration  or  deglutition  ;  fistula  of  larynx  or  trachea  ; torticollis,  if  of  long  standing  and  well  marked. 
25.  Deformity  of  the  chest,  or  excessive  curvature 

of  the  spine,  sufiicient  to  prevent  the  carrying  of 
arms  and  military  equipments  ;  caries  of  the  spine, ribs,  or  sternum. 

26.  Abdomen  grossly  protuberant ;  excessive  obe- 
sity. 

27.  Hernia. 
28.  Artificial  anus;  stricture  of  the  rectum;  pro- 

lapsus ani.    Fistula  in  auo  is  not  a  positive  disqual- 

•  ification,  but  may  be  so,  if  extensive  or  complicated with  visceral  disease. 
;  29.  Old  and  ulcerated  internal  h?emorrhoids,  if  in 
degree  sutfieient  to  impair  the  man's  efiiciency.  Ex- ternal haemorrhoids  arC  no  catise  for  exemption. 

I     30.  Total  loss  or  nearly  total  loss  of  penis  ;  epis- 
;  padia  or  hypospadia  at  the  middle  or  near  the  root 
of  the  penis. 

31.  Incurable,  permanent,  organic  stricture  of  the 
uretlira.  in  which  the  urine  is  passed  drop  by  drop, 
or  which  is  complicated  by  disease  of  the  bladder ; 
urinary  fistula.    Rec  ent  or  spasmodic  stricture  of 

■  the  urethra  does  not  exempt. 
I     32.  Incontinence  of  urine,  being  a  disease  fre- 
'  quently  feigned  and  of  rare  occurrence,  is  not,  of itself,  a  cause  for  exemption.  Stone  in  the  bladder, 
ascertained  by  the  introduction  of  the  metallic  cathe- 

ter, is  a  positive  disqualification. 
33.  Loss  or  complete  atrophy  of  both  testicles 

from  any  cause  ;  permanent  retention  of  one  or  both 
testicles  within  the  inguinal  canal;  but  voluntary 

I  retraction  does  not  exempt. 
31.  Confirmed  or  malignant  sarcocele ;  hydrocele, 

if  complicated  with  organic  disease  of  the  testicle. 
,  Varicocele  is  not,  in  itself,  disqualifying. 

35.  Loss  of  an  arm.  forearm,  hand,  thigh,  leg,  or foot. 
36.  Wounds,  musctilar  or  cutaneous  contractions 

■  from  wounds  or  burns,  or  tumors,  which  would  pre- 
vent marching,  or  otherwise  manifestly  incapacitate 

the  man  for  military  service. 
37.  Practures,  irreducible  dislocations  or  anchylo- 

sis of  the  large  joints,  or  chronic  diseases  of  the 
joints  or  bones,  that  would  prevent  marching,  or 
otherwise  unfit  the  man  for  military  service. 

I     38.  Total  loss  of  a  thumb  ;  total  loss  of  the  index 
'  finder  of  the  right  hand.    Other  i^ermanent  defects !  or  deformities  of  the  hands,  so  decided  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  man's  incapacity  for  military  service. 39.  Club  feet :  total  loss  of  a  sreat  toe.  Other 
permanent  defects  or  deformities  of  the  feet,  such  as 
will  necessarily  prevent  marching. 

40.  Varicose  veins  of  inferior  extremities,  if  Ijirge 
and'numerous,  and  accompanied  with  chronic  swell- in2's  or  ulcerations. 

11.  Chronic  ulcers  :  extensive,  deep,  and  adherent 
cicatrices  of  lower  extremities. 
Surgeons  of  Boards  of  Enrollment  in  reporting 
the  statistics  of  the  causes  of  exemption  on  ac- 

count of  physical  disability"  will  hereafter,  in  addi- tion to  the  alphabetical  list  of  disabilities  required 
by  Circular  Xo.  90,  from  this  office,  report  the  num- 

;  ber  rejected  under  each  paragraph  of  the  above  list 
;  of  disqualifying  infirmities. '  '  Ja^ies  B.  Fry, 
I  Provofet-Marshal-Geaera!. 
I  War  Department,  Provost-Marshal-General's  Of- 
I  fice,  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  16,  1863.  The  foUow- 
j  Ing  changes  and  appointments  are  announced,  hav- 
I  ing  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
j  in  accordance  with-  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for 
!  enroHiuiT  and  callins:  out  the  National  Forces,"  «S:c.. 

:  approved  March  3d,^lS63  : i  Xe)"  York.— September  15,  Dr.  Hollis  S.  Chubbnck, 
i  Surgeon  27th  District,  vice  Graves,  dismissed  ;  Xov. 
■  11,  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Loomis,  Surgeon  5th  District,  vice 
'  Powell,  revoked. 

lUiuoh. — September  30,  Dr.  Robert  Boal,  Sarsreon 
6th  District,  vice  Hall,  resigned  ;  Nov.  2,  Dr.  Sam'l 
McClure,  Surgeon  11th  District,  vice  Payne,  re- '  signed. 

^Pavasylrania. — October  20,  Dr.  Jas.  S.  De  Benuc- ville.  Surgeon  1st  District,  vice  Mafesolis,  revoked. 
^lasmchmetta. —^o\emher  2,  Dr.  Fred.  H.  Hooper, 

Surceon  1st  District,  vice  Foster  Hooper,  resiirued. 
Michigan. — November  9,  Dr.  Isaac  Paddock,  Sur- 

geon 5th  District,  vice  Galbraith,  revoked. James  B.  Fry, 
Provoat-Marshal-GeuerAl. 
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Circuliir.  Siirgeou  General's  Office,  'Wasliington, 

D.  C,  November  12tli,  1863.— IMedical  Directors  of 
r^Iilitary  Departmeuts -svill  immediately  furnish  tliis' 
office  Avitli  a  list  of  medical  officers  of  the  regular  U. 

S.  Army,  and  of  Sm-geons  and  Assistant-Sm-geons  of the  volunteer  stafl\  in  their  respective  departments, 
Avho  have  l)een  on  duty  in  General  Hospitals  for  more 
than  one  year. 

:Mcdical  Directors  of  armies  in  the  field,  will  imme- 
diaielv  mvnish  this  office  with  a  list  of  medical  offi- 

cer? of  the  regular  U.  S.  Army,  and  Surgeons  and 
Assistant-Surg-eons  of  the  Volunteer  Stafi",  who  have been  on  duty  in  the  field  for  more  thau  one  year. 

Boili  lists' will  give  the  length  of  service  in  either position,  with  sitch  special  information,  or  recom- 
}uondation  as  maybe  useful  in  reassignments,  ac- 

cording to  nature,  and  length  of  service. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General. 

[signed.]  C.  H.  CRANE, 
Surgeon  TJ.  S.  Army. 

General  Orders,  No.  355,  War  Department,  Adju- 
tant General's  Office,  Washington,  November  4, 1863. 

— Medical  Directors  of  armies  in  the  field  will  for- 
ward, direct  to  the  Surgeon  General,  at  Washington, 

duplicates  of  their  reports  to  their  several  Commiand- 
ing  Generals  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  after  every 
enuagement. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 
E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  riSurgeon-General. 
Suro-eon-General  Hammond,  U.  S.  A.,  is  in  Wash- 

ington, D.  C. 
Appointments. 

Tlie  following  appointments  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  week : 

Dr.  James  H.  Thompson,  Surgeon  12th  Maine 
Vols^  to  )je  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Volunteers. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Wevill,  late  Surgeon  U.  S.  Vols.,  to*  be Surireon  10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
Dr.  Chas.  G.  Polk,  of  New  York,  to  be  Assistant 

Surgeon  3d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
Dr.  Ira  Perry,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  Assistant 

Surgeon  9th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
Dr.  Lancaster  Thomas,  of  Quakertown,  Bucks 

county,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
2d  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  stationed  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Anderson  Troop. 

Ordered  on  Special  Duty. 
Assistant  Surgeon  H.  M.  Sprague,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

now  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  that  army, 

and  will  repair  to  New  York  City  and  relieve  Surgeon 
Geo.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Army,  as  a  member  of  the  Medi- 

cal Board  now  in  session  in  that  city,  for  the  exami- 
nati(jn  of  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  for 
Colorird  Regiments,  and  for  such  other  duty  as  the 
Medical  Director,  Depai-tinent  of  the  East,  may 
assign  him.  As  soon  as  relieved.  Surgeon  Taylor 
will  resume  his  duties  in  charge  of  the  General  IIos- 
l>ital  at  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Surgeon  Charles  Sutherland,  U.  S.  Army,  is  re- 
lieved from  duty  as  Medical  Director,  Department  of 

\  irtrinia  and  North  Carolina,  and  will  repair  to 
Wilniitiu'lon,  Delaware,  and  report  to  the  President 
of  the  Retiring  Board  in  session  there,  as  a  member 
of  he  Board,  to  take  the  place  of  Surgeon  Charles 
McCorniick. 

Sar{(eon  M.  Goldsmith,  U.  8.  Vols.,  has  been  or- 
ilerwl  by  Surgeon-fJeneral  Hammond  to  visit  the 
(ifneral  Ho.spitnlH  at  New  York,  Baltimore,  Phila- 

delphia and  Washington,  with  a  view  to  collect 
;ijaicrial  for  his  report  on  Hospital  Gangrene,  which 

has  been  so  successfully  treated  by  Surgeon  Gold- 
smith in  the  hospitals  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

Ordered  to  Report. 
Assistant  Surgeon  C.  B.  White,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will 

report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Commanding 
General,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  at  New  Orleans, 
La.,  for  duty. 

Assistant  Surgeon  E.  D.  Buckman,  IT.  S.  Vols., 
will  report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Com- 

manding Officer,  Department  of  the  South,  at  Hilton 
Head,  Sl  C.^,  for  duty. 

Assistant  Surgeon  L.  R.  Stone,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will 
report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Commanding 
General,  Department  of  West  Virginia,  at  Clarks- 

burg, Va.,  for  duty. 
Assistant  Surgeon  C.  E.  Brisbane,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will 

report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Commanding 
General,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  duty. 

Changes. 
So  much  of  Special  Orders  406,  Sept.  6th,  1863, 

from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  as  discharged 
Assistant  Surgeon  Horace  Babcock,  2d  Kentucky 
Vols.,  on  account  of  physical  disability,  and  for 
absence  without  leave,  has  been  so  amended  as  to 
omit  the  charge  of  absence  without  leave,  he  having 
furnished  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  was  absent 
with  proper  aitthority. 

So  much  of  Special  Orders  468,  Oct.  19th,  1863, 
from  the  Adjutant-General's  Oflice,  as  assigned 
Assistant  Surgeon  R.  Fletcher,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to  duty 
in  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  is  hereby  revoked, 
and  Surgeon  Fletcher  will  report  in  person,  without 
delay,  to  the  Commanding  General,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  for  duty  as  Medical  Purveyor  at  Nash- 

ville, Tennessee.  , 
Surgeon  Charles  McCormick,  U.  S.  Army,  is  re- 

lieved as  a  member  of  the  Retiring  Board  in  session 
at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  assigned  to  duty  as 
Medical  Director  of  th&  Department  of  Virginia  an<J 
North  Carolina,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  which 
he  will  accordingly  report  in  person. 

Surgeon  Thomas  Antisell,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will  at  once 
relieve  Surgeon  Thomas  H.  Bache,  U.  S.  Vols.,  as 
President  of  the  Examining  Board  for  Assistant 
Surgeons  of  Volunteers,  now  in  session  in  this  city, 
and  as  Attending  Surgeon  to  sick  and  wounded 
volunteer  officers. 

Surgeon  Thomas  H.*  Bache,  U.  S.  Vols.,  as  soon  as 
relieved  from  duty  in  this  city,  will  proceed,  without- 
delay,  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  report  in  person  to  the 
Commanding  General,  Middle  Department,  to  relievo 
Surgeon  George  Rex,  L^.  S.  Vols.,  in  charge  of  the 
General  Hospital,  West's  Buildings,  Baltimore, 'Md. 

Surgeon  Geo.  Rex,  U.  S.  Vols.,  as  soon  as  relieved 
from  duty  in  Baltiinorc,  Md.,  Avill  report  in  person, 
without  delay,  to.  the  Commanding  General,  I)ei)art-. 
ment  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  relieve  Surgeon  Ebe- 
nezer  Swift,  U.  S.  Army,  in  charge  of  the  General 
Hospital  at  Chester,  Pa. 

Surgeon  James  D.  Strawbridgc,  U.  S.  Vols.,  will 
repair  at  once  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  report  to 
Ih-ig.-Gen.  Graham,  H.  S.  Vols.,  senior  officer  of  the 
lioard  convened  by  Special  Orders  294,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  for  the  examination  of  sick  officers. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas  McMillen,  U.  S.  Army, 
has  1)een  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Po- 

tomac, and  Avill  report  in  person,  without  delay,  to 
the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Washington, 
Dl  C,  to  settle  u])  his  accounts  as  Medical  Purveyor 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Surgeon  J.  H.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  re- 
lieved from  duty  as  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Army 

of  the  I'otomac,  and  will  report  in  person,  without 
delay,  to  Surgeon  John  Camjibell,  U.  S.  Army,  Med- 

ical Director  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  duty  in  that 
city. 
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Retired. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Benjamin  King,  U.  S.  A.,  has 

been  retired  from  active  service,  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  army  more  than  forty-five  years. 

Leave  of  Absence. 
Leave  of  absence  for  twelve  days  has  been  granted 

to  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  C.  Shimer,  U.  S. 
Army. 

Resignations. 
Surgeon  John  L.  Teed,  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  Assistant 

Surgeon  E.  T.  Whittingham,  U.  S.  Army,  have  ten- 
dered their  resignations. 

Discharges. 
Assistant  Surgeon  W.  T.  Hicks,  7th  Virginia  Vols., 

having  tendered  his  resignation  on  account  of  not 
being  a  graduate  of  medicine,  is  hereby  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  condition 
that  he  shall  receive  no  final  payments  until  he  has 
satisfied  the  Pay  Department  that  he  is  not  indebted 
to  the  Government. 

At  the  request  of  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  Sur- 
geon John  M.  Stevenson,  3d  Maryland  Vols.,  has 

been  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  he  having  been  commissioned  by  the 
Governor  as  Surgeon  of  a  Regiment  of  Maryland 
Cavalry. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  Board  of  Officers, 
convened  by  Special  Orders  294,  July  3,  1863,  from 
the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Edson  Boyd,  112th  New  York  Vols.,  is  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
account  of  physical  disability,  with  condition  that 
he  shall  receive  no  final  payments  until  he  has  satis- 

fied the  Pay  Department  that  he  is  not  indebted  to 
the  Government. 

The  following  officers,  having  tendered  their  re- 
signations, are  honorably  discharged  from  the  ser- 

vice of  the  United  States  on  account  of  physical 
disability,  with  condition  that  they  shall  receive  no 
final  payments  until  they  have  satisfied  the  Pay  De- 

partment that  they  are  not  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment :  Surgeon  Darius  Mason,  31st  Wisconsin  Vols. ; 

Assistant  Surgeon  Solomon  Blood,  32d  Wisconsin 
Vols.  ;  Assistant  Surgeon  F.  A.  Bushey,  4th  Penn- 

sylvania Cavalry. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
Connecticut. — Dr.  Rufus  Baker,  Middletown. 
ISfew  Yorlc.—DvQ.  EdAvard  Loomis,  Oneida ;  Rufus 

C.  Dunham,  Seneca  Falls. 
Oliio. — Drs.  Samuel  Hudson,  Medina;  W.  J.  Fish- 

ier, St.  Mary's. 
India?ia. — Dr.  Edward  V.  Spencer,  Mt.  Vernon. 

nXTumber  of  Invalid  Soldiers. 

According  to  an  official  report  in  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's office,  there  are  84,472  beds  for  patients  in  the 

United  States  General  Hospitals.  Of  these,  36,2T7 
are  empty,  leaving  48,195  patients  under  treatment. 

Hospital  Inspection. 
In  accordance  with  a  special  order  from  Major- 

General  Couch,  Surgeon  John  Campbell,  U.  S.  A., 
Medical  Director  of  the  Department  of  the  Susque- 

hanna, left  this  city  on  Monday,  to  make  a  personal 
inspection  of  the  aroiy  hospitals  in  his  Department. 

Surgeon  Rufus  H.  Gilbert,  U.  S.  A.,  formerly 
Medical  Director  of  the  Department  of  Virginia, 
stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe,  has  been  appointed 

Acting  Medical  Director  of  this  Department,  to  serve 
during  the  absence  of  Surgeon  Campbell,  from Philadelphia. 

Unwholesome  and  Innutritions  Bread. 

Mr.  D.  Pearson,  in  a  note  to  the  Scientific  Ameri- 
can^ has  some  very  proper  strictures  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  bread.  He  commends  the  bread  of  London 

and  Edinburgh.  We,  however,  published  an  item  a 
few  weeks  ago,  showing  that  an  inspection  of  the 
bakeries  of  London  brought  to  light  the  fact  that 
they  were  managed  in  a  manner  so  exceptionable  as 
to  raise  a  question  of  the  fitness  of  the  bread  for 
food. 

Our  own  experience  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
eerated  bread,  which  is  alioays  and  necessarily  sweet, 
pure,  and  wholesome.  It  is  complained  of  by  some, 
that  it  is  tasteless.  Better  so,  than  sour  and  impure. 
But  the  manufacturers,  we  think,  might  easily  obvi- 

ate that  difficulty  by  the  addition  of  a  little  sugar. 
We  haA-e  no  doubt  that  the  experiment  would  prove 
a  profitable  one.  That  much  might  be  conceded  to 
popular  taste  and  i^rejudice. 

Mr.  Pearson  speaks  as  follows  of  New  York 
bakers'  bread  : 

During  a  residence  of  over  ten  years  in  the  city,  I 
have  had  occasion  to  use  the  bread  of  perhaps  thirty 
or  fifty  bakers,  and  as  a  general  thing  I  have  found 

that  the  only  perceptible  diff"erence  between  that  of 
one  and  another,  lay  in  the  various  degrees  of  sour- 

ness and'  badness  generally  possessed  by  the  whole. 
Saltness,  bitterness,  and  other  incomprehensible  and 
nauseous  flavors  would  occasionally  supersede  or  ac- 

company other  defects,  but  sourness  in  greater  or  less 
degree  was  a  perpetual  concomitant.  The  other  dis- 

agreeable flavors  in  the  bread  I  am  speaking  of,  I 
supposed  to  be  indicative  of  the  presence  of  carbon- 

ate of  soda,  or  some  other  "  corrective  "  of  acidity  ; 
and  if  this  supposition  is  correct,  of  course  the  qual- 

ity of  the  article  would  be  still  more  depreciated. 
Now  the  main  cause  of  all  this  I  take  to  be  nothing 

else  than  the  absurd  custom  of  bakers  giving  their 
customers  hidk  instead  of  wci(/ht  of  bread.  ]\L'iny  a 
poor  woman  is  foolish  enough  to  believe  that  the 
large-sized  loaf  which  she  procures  from  ?dr.  Swill's 
balicry,  though  perhaps  as  sour  as  vinegar,  is  a  much 
better  bargain' than  those  slightly  smaller  ones  sold 
at  Mr.  Sugar's,  'round  the  corner  ;  the  latter,  it  may 
be,  being  two  or  three  ounces  heavier  than  the 
former.  But  human  nature  is  gullible,  and  thus  it  is 
that  the  favorite  divices  seen  on  bakers'  sign-boards 
in  New  York  read  thus — '^'Large  Bread  Bakery," 
"The  Largest  Bread  in  the  City,"  &c.  The  large 
bread  in  question  I  have  found  by  experience  means 
simply  soicr  bread  ;  for  it  is  a  weli  known  fact  that  up 
to  a  certain  point  in  the  chemical  process  in  the  fer- 

mentation of  bread,  the  sourer  the  dough  is  allowed 
to  become  the  larger  Avill  be  the  bread  baked  from  it. 
The  writer  has  ransacked  a  large  section  of  the  city 
in  quest  of  sweet  bread  (that  is,  good  bread),  and 
like  truth  itself,  sometimes,  lie  found  it  was  nowhere 
to  be  found.  I  have  tried  dillercnt  bakers,  and  the 
result  has  been  that  I  have  found  one  or  two  places 
where  sometimes  I  could  procure  really  good,  sweet 
bread  ;  whilst  in  none  of  the  others  is  it  ever  by  any 
chance  to  be  had.  This  circumstance  would  seem  to 
show  that  the  very  great  majority  of  bakers  ferment 
their  bread  to  the  point  of  acidity  designedly,  for  the 
purpose,  of  course,  of  giving  as  little  \veight  and  as 
much  bulk  as  possible  for  the  money.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  if  by  law  or  custom  it  became  the  mile 
to  sell  by  weight  only,  the  above  evil  would  cease  at 
once. 



412 Electrical  Phenomena  in  the  Alps. 
A  party  consistins:  of  three  Englishmen  and  a  lady, 

with  Uxo  guides,  endeavored  to  make  the  ascent  of 
the  Alps  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  but  when  they  had 
proceeded  some  distance  they  were  prevented  by  a 
storm,  during  which  they  got  into  tire  middle  of  an 
electric  cloud.  Their  hair  emitted  a  hissing,  crack- 

ling sound,  as  if  it  had  been  under  the  influence  of  a 
powerful  electrical  machine,  and  over  their  faces  and 
bodies  they  experienced  a  pricking,  burning  sensa- 

tion. There  were  peals  of  thunder  heard,  at  each  of 
which  the  party  received  an  electric  shock,  but  no 
liirhtning  was  seen.  The  riulit  arm  of  one  of  the 
party  was  paralyzed  for  several  minutes  ;  the  snow 
emitted  hissing  sounds  ;  the  veil  worn  by  the  lady 
stood  straight  out.  as  also  did  the  hair  of  all  of 
them  ;  which  looked  so  ludicrous  that  they  could  not 
help  bursting  into  laughter.  These  phenomena 
lasted  for  about  twenty-five  minutes,  and  no  evil 
etlects  were  felt  afterwards. — Scientific  American. 

Sugar  as  an  Anthelmintic. 
;M.  Debout  says  that  sugar  is  an  excellent  destroyer 

of  worms.  He  once  accidentally  put  sugar  instead 
of  salt  on  a  leech  Avhich  he  Avished  to  detach  from 
the  skin,  and  was  surprised  at  the  spasms  produced 
by  it.  He  therefore  tried  sugar  on  earth-worms,  and 
found  it  had  a  similar  powerful  effect ;  and  has  since 
^used  it  in  solution  with  success  as  an  injection  in 
children. — Brit.  Jled.  Jonr. 

NEWS  AND  MrSCELLANY. 

METEOROIiO  GY. [Vol.  X. 

PORTER,  page  396, 
-  -nature  should  be 

;~  u  to  address  the 
iabsci  iptioii  to  it.  We 

ANSWERS  TO  COIlIlBSPDK"DE]SrTS. 
irs^  C'jrre-iponiU.nts  v:ill  j^^^'ifKi   •  r      •  ̂̂ p,-:^  re- 

qv.-est  to  give  tluir  full  address  int'h  as  to vs.    Our  correspondence  is  very  e,r*-  ,  ce^- 
S'lry  fur  xis  alioays  to  know  tlm  T'ncn,  ':  >!'rd>j  and  State from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 
Erratum. — In  the  last  Dumber  .  f  tn 

at  the  end  of  the  Commuu  c  i' ' 
"  Llotd  DoRSEV, -V.  D.,"  ius:e  I  ;  ' 

Dr.  F.  31.  C,  3fn.9s.—We  wuuM   .  v 
j  carnal  in  qnestion  iu  regard  to  y 
cannot  aid  yoa  iu  the  matter. 

Dr.  G.  S.  W.,  Pa — We  have  received  no  letter  from  you tiiure  October  27th,  enclosing  f3. 
Dr  II.  C,  Pa. — Your  letter  came  to  hand,  hut  there  was  no 

cJieck  fur  -6  endowed  therein.  We  cnclo-^e  you  a  statement  of accoUDt  and  .some  vaccine  matter. 
J.  H  C ,  J/^w.— Vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  .9,  of  the  Reporter 

uubouud  and  Barclay's  Medical  Dia,t,'aosis,  -were  forwarded  to 
you  on  last  !5dturdi:y  per  Ilarnden's  E.Kpress. 

MARRIED. 

Bradford— Gtr.x.iKi.L.— On  Wednesday,  the  lUh  instant, 
hy  the  Kev.  Dr.  I'lnr  kuey,  Dr.  Frederick  G.  H.  Bradford,  of Maine,  and  May,  daughter  of  W.  II.  Gunnell,  Esq.,  of  this cay. 
EvAVr<— RirHARiiK.— On  TueHday,  the  10th  instant,  hy  the 

K.-V.  Jotin  M.  Kirhardx.  D.  D,  Horace  Y.  Evan.s,  M.  D.,  and 
.\uiia  L  ,  yoiu:^'f»t  d>^%}itcr  of  the  late  Wilhaji  II.  Richards, both  of  thi«  city. 
FREXrn— Baii-EY — On  Thnrcday.  NovoinVipr  12th,  by  Rev. 

J.  H  Price,  D.  D  ,  T  J^lf.  TM.u  French,  and  Helen  A.,  eldest 
daoghter  of  JI.  J.  Bail<  y,  M.  D.,  all  of  >'ow  York. 

H*»i'nK — Ci.ARK.— In  Dfdhara,  MaHH.,  l'2th  in«t.,  by  Rev.  8. B  BaVicock,  CourtlHiui  Hoppiu,  M.  D.,  of  rrovideiico,  and 
Mary  France-t,  daughter  of  JoMejfh  W.  Clark,  of  Dedham. 
SWA5J«— Lro.t.— In  Charlextown,  Ma>'K..  the  loth  inntant, 

I/ftit.  ThoriiHc  L.  Svr.  i.'i,  V  <  .V:ivv,  :m,.I  II! l..;th,  daughter of  Dr.  Henry  Lyon. 

DIED. 

Ei.Mr.R— At  Sf.ringflr'd,  N.  .7..  on  \ho  f.(h  Int-t.,  ofinflamma- tion  of  the  bowf^ln,  William  Btitos,  only  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
John  C.  Lioter,  aged  17  yvarH. 
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l.'holera,  Asiatic. 
Cholera  lufaiitun 
Cholera  Morbus., 
Croup  
Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  I  Dysentery  

i  Ki-ysinelas  F»  ver,  latermittent 
Fever,  Kemitteut... 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hoopiug-cough  Influenza  
Mea.4es  
Small  Pox  
Syphilis  Thru.sh  
Sporadic  Di.-ease.- Albuminuria  
Apoplexy  Consumption  
Convulsions  
Dropsy  
Gun-shot  Wounds.. 
lutemperance  Marasmus  I'lenri.sy  
riiennir)nia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula  
Violence  and  Acc'ts 
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2 •  L'udcr  5  years. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  inforinatii)u  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

state  that  MANl'SflHIPT   INTK.VDKI)    KOR    PCnLirATIO.V    M^J.^T  BB 
WKiTTEN  o.v  lU'T  o.NK  siDK  of  tlio  sheet.  I f  greater  Care  was 
taken  in  the  i)re])aration  of  co)iy,  m  if-h  trouble  would  be saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Snbsoribers  desiring  old  hack  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

.30.0,  30S,  :i()9,  and  3li>,  whicli  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) 
will  plt'ase  reinf-ntber  and  send  money  to  pi'.y  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  gruwinsr  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pro-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



PIIEMIUMS! 

For  every  new  name  sent  us  by  one  of  onr  subscribers  witli  the  amount  of  a  j^ear's  subscri[;tio; 
inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Woki. 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.    We  furnish  subscribe; 

■with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.    The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwi.-. 
ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

ANATOMY. 

Gray— Anatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  111.,  clotli,  $6  25,  Sheep,  $7  00 
Gluge — Pathological  Histology.  By  Leidy.  4to,  plates,  colored....  5  00 
Hassal — Microscopic  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svc,  colored  plates   8  00 
Leidy — Human  Anatomy.    Illustrated,  8vo.,  sheep   4  50 
Macl'ise — Surgical  Anatomy.  Imperial  4to,  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth, $11  00  ;  sheep   12  00 
Peaslee — Human  Histology.    8vo.,  cloth   3  75 
Quain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain 

plates,  $15  00  ;  colored   30  00 
Sharpey  and  Quain— Auatomy.    By  Leidy.    2' vols.,  Svo.,  cloth..  6  00 Smith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Solly— Anatomy  and  Disease  of  the  Brain.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 
Todd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 
Wilson— Human  Anatomy.    By  Gobrecht.    Svo.,  sheep   3  75 

ANESTHETICS. 

Channing  on  Etherization  in  Child-hirth.    Svo   2  00 
Fiagg  on  Etherization  and  Chloroform   1  00 

CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxham — Hand-Book  of  Chemistry.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bowman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth  

"        Medical         "  "   
Brande  and  Taylor —      "  Svo.,  cloth  
Fownes —  "  12mo.,  cloth  
Morflt — Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus. 

8vo.,  sheep  

THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. 
Bennett,  (.1.  H.) — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.    Svo.,  cloth   $1  25 
Bowditch — Young  Stethoscopist.    12mo   1  25 
Flint  on  Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 

*'    on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    8vo.,  cloth   1  25 
Gross  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cuts,  Svo.,  cloth...  2  75 
Hughes— Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth   100 Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmonalis.    Svo   3  50 
Skoda — Auscultation  and  Percussion.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth   75 
Stokes  on  tho  Heart  and  Aorta.    Svo.,  sheep   3  00 Sweet  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest   3  00 
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption.  Svo., cloth.    1  25 
Walshe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo.,  cloth   2  25 

"      on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth   2  25 

3  25 1  25 
1  75 

3  50 1  65 

4  00 

DISSECTORS. 

CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 

cloth. 

Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children.    8vo.,  cloth  
Evanson  and  MauQsel  on  Children  
How  to  Nurse  Sick  Children  
Jacobi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements.  12rao., 
Meigs  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  sheep  
Tanner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.    12mo  , 
West — Lectures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    8vo.,  cloth  . 

CLIMATOLOGY. 
Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States.  Svo  
Johnson  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates  , 

$3  25 

1  25 3S 
1  00 
3  50 1  50 
2  75 

$5  00 3  00 
DENTISTRY. 

Svo. Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery. 
sheep   $3  00 

Harris — Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery.    Svo   5  00 
Richardson — Mechanical  Dentistry.    Illustrated,  Svo   3  50 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated   3  00 
Tomes — Dental  Surgery.   20S  Illustrations,  Svo   3  50 

DICTIONARIES. 

Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine.    12ino.,  sheep   $1  50 
Dunglison — Medical  Lesicoa.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 

DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 
Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    8vo.,  cloth   4  75 
Malgaigne — Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 Smith  ou  Fractures   4  50 

Agnew — Practical  Anatomy.. Allen — Practical  Anatomist. Dublin  Dissector  
*Leidy  and  Hunt — Dissector. 

1  0( 
l-)no.,  cloth. 

EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12mo.,  cloth   ?!  Hi 
Jones — Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery.    New  Ed.,  Svo.,  cloth,  3  DC 
Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  sheep   6  0( 
Mackenzie  on  the  Eye,    Svo.,  cloth   i 
Toynbee— Aural  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  0( 
Walton — Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Svo.,  sheep   3 
Williams  on  the  Eye   1 

FEMALES,  DISEASES  OP. 

cloth   1 
Svo.,  cloth   3 

Ashwell  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   ?3 
Bedford — Diseases  of  Women  a  nd  Children   3 
Bennett — Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo.,  cloth   2 

"      Uterine  Pathology  
Brown — Surgical  Diseases  of  Females.  Svo 
Columbat — Diseases  of  Females.    Bv  Meigs 
Cooifer,  (Sir  A.  P.)— On  the  Breast.  '  Svo.,  cloth   2 Dewees — Diseases  of  Females.    Svo   3 
Hodge — The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Meigs— Childbed  Fever.    8vo.,  cloth   2 

"      Diseases  of  Women,  in  Letters  to  his  Class.    Svo.,  cloth...  3 
"      The  Uterus.    Colored  plates.    Svo.,  cloth   4 

Rigby — Female  Diseases.    12mo.,  cloth......   1 
Simpson — The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Smith— Leucorrhoea.    Svo.,  cloth   1 
Tilt— MenstruatioQ.   12mo   1 
Whitehead— Abortion  and  Sterility.    Svo.,  cloth   1 
West— The  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  clotii   2 

"      Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri.    Svo.,  cloth   1 

1  0 

FEVERS. 
Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  States.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  0 
Drake— The  Fevers  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.    2  vols.,  Svo   11  0 
Fordyce— History  and  Treatment  of  Fevers   2  0 
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers.    Svo   3  0 
La  Roche — Pneumonia,  ic.    Svo.,  cloth   3  0 

"         TeUow  Fever.    2  vols..  Svo.,  cloth   7 
Morris— Scarlet  Fevers.    Svo.,  clbth   1  % 

FORMULARIES,  ETC. 
Beasley — Book  of  Prescriptions.    12mo.,  sheep  

"          Formulary.    12mo..  sheep  
Ellis— Medical  FornoLulary.    By  Thomas.    Svo.,  cloth  
Griffith— Universal  Formulary.    Svo.,  cloth  
Pereira— Phvsicians'  Pocket  Prescription  Book,  Terms,  Phrase 

&c.  Clo'th  Reese — American  Medical  Formulary.  Cloth  
HYGIENE. 

Alcott— Laws  of  Health   $1 
"        Lectures  on  Life  and  Health   1  0 

Beale— The  Laws  of  Hpalth.    r2mo.,  cloth   S 
Hammond — Jlilitarv  Hviriene.    Svo   5  0 

Physiological  E.ssays.    Svo   2<> Pereira — Food  and  Diet   1 
Tilt— Elements  of  Female  Hygiene.   12mo   1  2 

MANUALS  FOR  STUDENTS. 
Mendenhall— Manual  of  Examinations.   12mo.,  sheep   $2  0 
Neill  and  Smith— Compendium  of  Medicine     12mo.,  sheep   3  2 
Skoda— Manual  of  Auscultation.    I'Jmo.,  cloth   1 Tanner — Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth   12 

MATERIA  jNIEDTCA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Tlierapeutics   fO 
Carson — Synopsis  of  Materia  Medica.    Svo.,  cloth   3 
Dunglison— New  Remedies.    With  Formula.    Svo.,  cloth   3 Headland— The  Action  of  Medicine  in  the  System.    Cloth   2 
Mitclioll,  (T.  D.)— Materia  Modica  and  Therapeutics.    Svo   3 Pereira -Materia  Modica  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols   9 
Stille— Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep   8 
\V„od— Materia  Modica  and  Therapoutirs.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep....  7 
Wood  and  Bache— I2ispeu.satory  of  the  United  States   0 

*  In  press.  (List  to  be  continued.) 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DHILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY  AlyTD 
.  OTEKATIVE  SUliGEUY,  at  the  upper  end  of  College  Avenue,  en- raace  from  Tenth  Street,  between  Market  abd  Chestnut. 

WIXTER  AXXO  I'Xi  'KMEXT. An>jtimiical  Departintnt. — The  Winter  course  of  instruction  in  this id  e>tai>lished  institution  ^rhich  has  been  in  successful  operation  for 
ver  fortv  years,  will  commence  on  the  first  of  September,  and  continue 

.  util  the' first  of  March,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  E.  Garretson, rh'>  has  for  several  years  past  been  connected  with  the  Schools  as  An- loniicaiaud  Surgical  Demonstrator. 
The  resources  for  conducting  the  course  on  Practical  Anatomy,  remain 
ijchaujed,  and  are  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  institution 
1  the  couutry. 
The  Dissecting  apartments  are  well  ventilated  and  abundantly  sup- lied  with  sras,  water  and  material. 
The  Lecture  rooms  are  well  arranged  for  purposes  of  demonstration 

.ud  the  museum  provided  with  every  thing  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
.ubjects  of  lecture. 

Tlie  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  open  from  S  A.  M.,  until  10  P.  M.,  and 
emoustrators  -will  be  present  to  direct  and  supervise  the  duties  of  the .udents. 

'  L-ct'ires. — A  full  course  of  Lectures  on  Human  Anatomy  will  be  de 
v»Med  in  the  evenings  at  such  hours  as  will  not  conflict  with  tlie  Col 

'u-truct  ous,  comm':>nciug  October  12th. I    rtit^cate  ;  of  attendance  furnished  to  such  as  desire. 
The  CoUei,e  allows  the  Students  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  where  he 

■  Kee  for  th  !  Course,  $10. 
JAS.  E.  GAEEETSON,      D.,  Lecturer, 

Kesidence,  1537  Chestnut  Street. 
^  'I  'jit^.d  Department. — The  Wiotev  Course  on  Practical  Surgery  will 
•     ••uce  early  in  October,  and  continue  until  the  last  of  February. 

■-•'res. — These  will  embrace  the  subjects  of  Bandaging,  Treatment -  .  iCtures,  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  the  various  operations  in  Surgery. 
.  .    Practical  part  of  the  course  will  consist  in  arranging  the  class 

v.'Ctions  of  five,  alFording  everyone  an  opportunity  to  repeat  all  the 
!■  ~^:ugs  and  operations. 
The  Cadaver  and  all  necessary  instruments  furnished  without  addi- oual  charge. 
Fee  for  the  whole  conr=r.  *1   :  T. .xtures  alone,  SIO. 
Uptcial  Course. — liur; ;  i  .summer,  private  operating  apart- 

ii»nls  have  been  adde-'  .il,  in  which.  Physicians  wJio  may 
•  -      to  review  and  rel'ie-n  i..  :ir  .-urgical  studies,  can  have  private  in- 

•  ■  lus  .«n  the  abuve  subjects,  in  a  comparatively  brief  period. \  >T  the  Course,  $40. 
D.  HAYES  AG  NEW,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 

Kesidence,  No.  16  North  Eleventh  Street. 
'  tn  >nittraior8 : 

I).  W.  RlCn.\EDSON,  M.  D., 
K')BE]:T  M.  GlliVlN,  M.  D., W  31.  \\\  KEEN,  M.  D.  3,76 

NEW  INHALEB. 

•  attention  of  the  profession  is  called  to  my  new  instrument  fo» 
"g  etherized  fluids  in  pulmonary  diseases. 
-  inhaler  differs  from  any  other  in  operation,  and  is  considered  by 

i  .I'ltli.jrities  the  most  perfect  instrument  of  that  kind.    It  has,  be- 
•UjfT  advantages,  valves  by  means  of  which  a  full  collapse  of  the.- 

;  -  i-  aliuwed  iu  breathing  out,  and  at  the  same  lime  preventing  the 
:j  n-i  expelled  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  fluid  in  the  medicine 

,  Mii'.-r. 
I ' -rTiptive  catalogneB  will  he  sent  to  the  profession  by  application. 

■  ■pital  phyidcianH  may  send  for  sample  instrument.s,  and  will  havey 
I.  :'<rwarded  gratis.  ' 

;•  r^nccH  of  the  most  prominent  New  York  physicians  can  be  fur- 
G.  B.VSTIAN, 

835  Broadway,  cor.  V.ith  Street,  Now  York. 
Front  Offlcn,  up  Stairs. 

•  INDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'S  PH YaiCIANSMTISIT- J  I. No  L1.«;T  FOK  l8'>l.    N<;W  HEADY. 
'    •.  prc]>ared  for  25  patleats  weekly,  plain   $0  6.3 '*     '-W       "  "        itirk-   1  00 

"     W       "  "        plain   7.0 
"     -Vi       "  "        tuckH   1  2.J 
"    1'"^       "  "  *'    2  00 
"    100      "         "        In  two  voIk.,  Jan.  to  June, July  to  Dtc   2  50 

THE  INTEP.LEAVED  EDITION. 
I    •  pftti*?nta  wcfkly,  clolh   $0  ir, 

-       •*         "      tucks  with  pocket.   125 '  '      •*         "       cloth   1  00 
"         "       luckH  with  pocket   1  />0 

Ti.v  pabllshen  hare  inado  lrnprovcin<;ntii  to  tholr  "ViHlting 
i-i     I  »r  the  err.  •  •  y  .  r   ...  ),i.:h  they  hope  will  still  further  incroaHe •  ralaij  to  ihc  M-  .n. 
•  •'P"-«  w'ii  fr«'o  of  poHtafen,  by  the  Publisher  of 
"•  Reporter,  uj    .  i       ,       ihf  price*  em  above. 
<be«;  aUo  tae  Commutations  in  anc^her  place.)    357— tf 

PENIyTSYLVAWIA  COLLEGE  OP  DENTAL  SUR- GEEY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., Emeritus  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D,  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 
C.  N.  PKIRCE,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  WILDMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  S.  FORBES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Phy,siology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  N.  BAILEY,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 

and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 
During  October  the  Laboratory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 

delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furuished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction 
Tickets  for  the  Course.  Demonstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Matri- culation Fee,  $5.    Diploma  Fee,  $:5u. 
For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  DEAir, 
349-6ra^   501  N.  Seventh  St.,  Philackfpkia. 

PHILADELPHIA    DEWTAL    COLLEGE. — FIBST 
ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863-64. FACULTY. 

C.  A.  Kingsbury,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry, 
Tifos.  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuiLLEN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flagg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
Hk.nrv  Morton.  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstra/tor  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  Coiloge  will  be  open,  and  pre- 
liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the" Professors,  every  day during  the  mouth  of  October;  the  lecture  on  Wedue.sdayof  each  week, 

at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  t''a.chiug.  The  regular Course  of  lu.struction  will  commence  ou  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
aud  continue  until  the  close  of  the  eu.suiiig  l<\-bruary. 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extensive  and  vahtrMe 
collections  of  Anatomical,  Pathological  aud  I^Iineralogical  specimens, 
and  the  l^hilosophical  and  Chemical  ajiparatas  of  the  incumbents  of  the various  Chair.«,  aud  every  opportunity  will  be  afforded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Laboratory  for  obtaining  a  jjme^icrt/.  knowledge  of  Operative  and  Me- chanical Dentistry, 

Fkrs. — Matriculation  (paid  but  oncc\  $n  ;  Tickets  for  the  Course,  ia- 
cludingthe  Demonstrators',  $100;  Uiplonu'u, For  further  particulars,  address 

J.  H.  McQUILLEN,  Dean, 
347-6m   1112  Ara/i  Struct,  PhUadelphia. 
COMMUTATIONS,— The  following  works  will  be  far- uished  at  the  reduced  rates  indicated,  to  subscribers  who  pay  the full  amount  in  advance  :  Price  of  both 

separately. 
The  RBroRTER  and  the  London  Lancd,  (republished 

monthly)  $6  00      $S  ©0 
"  and  Honi))urger's  Jovrnal  of  Opthal- 

fnolo/ji/,  (lii-ni.inllily)   4  50        5  00 
"  "  and  JSr(i,ithioait('.\'i  Ketros'pect,  (semi- 

annual)  5  00        6  50 
"  "         and  Von  Duben's  Microscopial  Diagnosis,  3  60        4  00 
"  "  and  Physicians'  Ilaud-Boi  k  of  Practice for  1864.  Townsend,  N,  Y.  The  name 

stamped  on  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  85        4  26 
"  "  and  Lindsay  and  Blackislon's  Visiting 

List,  ]  864—25  jiatients,  tucks—the  name 
_    _  stamped  ou  tuck  in  gilt  letters   3  70        4  00 
SURGICAL  &  ORTHOP.^DICAI.  INSTRUMENTS, 

AKTIKlCiAL  LIMBS,  ktc— D.  VV.  KOLHE,  3:i  aud  34  South  Ninth 
Streot,  n(;xl  door  to  the  Uuivcrsity  of  Penn'a,  Philadelphia,  mannfac- lurcis  to  order  and  ke(;i)s  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of 
SniUJKJAL  IN.STRUMENTS,  only  of  the  beKl  .fnality  and  most  approvfxl 
pattern.  Attention  is  called  to  his  0RTI1(>J'./KD1CAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
Many  years  of  indefatigable  labor  and  extensive  experience  has  earned 
hlni  Die  patronage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  in 
general.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  thai  no  e.stablishment  in  this 
country  or  abroad  has  attained  to  such  perfection  in  this  important  de- pHrlnit:nt.  HIh  AliTlFlCIAL  LIMBS  are  made  in  strict  accordance 
with  anatomical  facts,  and  their  construction  is  entirely  different, 
lighter,  and  y«t  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- 

tion, addrefsH  the  manufacturer.  Army  ani)  Navy  Officers,  I-IoaPiTALS, 
and  tlie  trade  in  general,  Hupplied  ou  reasonable  terms.  Orders  bymuU 
promjdly  fillnd. 

liKi'KUE>-CKH:— All  the  eminent  Hurgeons  of  thla  city.  337 
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Communications. 

DEFECTIVE  AND  IMPAIRED  VISION, 

"With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 
By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Howard  Hospital,  &c. 

(Continued  from  p.  375.) 
On  the  Morbid  Appearances  of  the  Retina,  Optic 

Nerve  and  Choroid. 

It  was  well  observed  loy  William  Bowman,  the 
distinguished  physiologist  and  surgeon  of  the  Lon- 

don Ophthalmic  Hospital,  "  We  have  fallen  on  a 
time  that  will  be  forever  memorable  in  the  history 
of  ophthalmic  science — the  epoch  of  the  invention 
(ahd  application)  of  the  ophthalmoscope." 

"What  would  be  thought  by  physicians  if  they 
were  presented  with  an  instrument  enabling  them 
to  see  the  membranes,  the  cavities,  the  course  of 
the  fibres,  the  configuration  of  the  ganglionic 
masses  of  the  brain,  with  the  vessels  pulsating, 
the  veins  varying  in  emptiness  or  repletion,  and 
every  product  and  physical  condition  of  disease 
exposed  to  view  ?  Or  if  the  great  organs  of  the 
chest  or  belly,  with  all  their  complicated  con- 

nections and  movements  in  a  healthy  or  unhealthy- 
state,  were  disclosed  ?  They  would  be  transported 
with  delight  at  the  facilities  given  for  the  exact 
detection  of  disease ;  and  doubtless  a  harvest  of 
great  results  would  instantly  be  reaped  in  the  field 
of  practical  medicine.  What  I  have  imagined  for 
the  great  cavities  of  the  body,  came  to  pass  for  the 
delicate  structures  of  the  eye  about  eleven  years 
ago.  We  may  be  all  clairvoyants  now  for  this 
hollow  organ,  into  which  we  can  penetrate  by  the 
aid  of  the  reflector,  and  discern  (in  all  where  the 
media  remain  transparent)  the  physical  conditions 
of  the  internal  coats,  with  the  exquisite  course 
and  aspect  of  the  vessels,  and  the  faintest  morbid 
alterations  of  structure,  as  clearly  and  brilliantly 
as  if  they  were  opened  up  by  the  anatomist,  or 
placed  under  a  lens  on  the  table  before  us.  And 
where  the  media  are  themselves  faulty,  the  faults 
can  be  detected  in  their  earliest  and  slightest 

forms  by  the  same  means.  So  long  as  there  are 

human  eyes  to  sufi"er  damage  from  disease,  or  cul- 
tivators of  the  divine  art  of  healing,  so  long  will 

the  ophthalmoscope  be  in  universal  use,  and  the 
name  of  Helmholtz  be  held  in  honor  among  man- 

kind. No  less  than  a  total  revolution  in  ophthal- 
mic practice  has  been  already  effected  by  this  in- 

strument, and  constant  further  advances  inay  be 
confidently  anticipated  in  our  knowledge,  not  only 
of  the  disease  of  the  eye  itself,  but  collaterally  of 
various  cognate  affections  of  other  organs,  espe- 

cially of  the  brain."* 
Hyperemia  and  Inflammation  of  the  Retina. 

*' Capillary  congestion  of  the  retina  first  shows 
itself  as  a  minute  pink  strippling  limited  to  a  seg- 

ment, or  overrunning  the  whole  of  the  optic  disc. 
As  the  distension  of  the  vessels  proceeds,  the 
minute  dots  and  streaks  blend  in  a  uniform  blush, 
which  invades  the  centre  of  the  disc  last.  As  the 
redness  of  the  disc  increases,  its  contrast  with  the 
adjacent  fundus  diminishes,  and  its  outline  be- 

comes inconspicuous,  or  lost  to  view,  in  which 
case  the  confluence  of  the  large  retinal  vessels 
alone  marks  its  situation.  These  vessels  seem  to 
end  abruptly  at  the  surface  of  the  optic  disc,  the 
redness  and  the  opacity  of  the  nerve  tissue  con- 

cealing their  deeper  vertical  portions  from  view. 
The  retina,  unlike  the  optic  nerve,  is  not  reddened 
by  simple  capillary  congestion,  the  reason  being 
the  largeness  of  the  meshes  of  its  capillary  net. 

"Its  arteries  are  but  little  prone  to  enlargement 
or  varicosity,  and  they  readily  elude  notice  ;  but 
its  veins  become  very  swollen  and  tortuous,  and  as 
they  lie  at  different  depths  in  different  parts  of 
their  course,  and  are,  therefore,  overlaid  by  a 
greater  or  less  thickness  of  retinal  tissue,  they  ap- 

pear in  different  degrees  of  distinctness.  Thus  the 
convex  bend  of  a  vein,  which  comes  close  to  the 
inner  surface  Of  the  retina,  is  plainly  visible ; 
whilst  the  continuous  portions  of  the  same  vessel, 
as  they  dip  away  from  the  surface  toward  the 
middle  retinal  strata,  becomes  indistinct  and  taper- 

ing, or  wholly  hidden,  and  thus  gives  the  veins  the 

appearance  of  being  interrupted." "The  saturation  of  the  retina  with  serum  by  re- 
ducing its  transparency,  produces  these  appear- 

*  American  Journal  of  Ophthalmogy,  Vol.  1,  No.  3,  pp,  104, 105. 
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[Vol.  X. ances,  and  the  presence  of  more  opaque  inflam- 
matory products  still  further  intensifies  them. 

The  degree  of  concealment  of  the  deeper  portions 
of  the  veins  is  a  measure  of  the  extent  in  which 
the  transparency  of  the  retina  is  diminished,  and 
in  this  way  is  a  clue  to  the  quantity  and  nature  of 
the  inflammatory  eflaision.  But  we  possess  another 
gauge  in  the  degree  in  which  the  choroidal  color- 

ation of  the  fundus  is  damped,  because  the  view  of 
the  choroid  is  obscured  in  proportion  to  the  opacity 
of  the  retina.  A  little  serum  which  only  produces 
a  faint  haziness  of  the  retina,  hut  slightly  flattens 
the  brightness  of  the  choroid ;  whilst  dense  in- 

flammatory products  so  cloud  the  retina  that  the 
choroid  but  dimly  glimmers  through  it,  or  is 
wholly  lost  to  view.  In  this  state  the  retina  has  a 
dull  gray  or  stone  color,  blotched  with  rusty 
patches  where  capillary  hemorrhage  has  taken 
place.  These  changes  in  the  retina  are  accom- 

panied with  a  cloudiness  of  the  vitreous  humor, 
which  is  greatest  in  the  parts  bordering  on  the 
retina,  and  decreases  toward  the  centre  of  the 
humor. 

"The  folloAving  forms  are  distinguished: 
1.  Retinitis  characterized  by  intense  redness  of 

the  optic  disc,  great  venous  congestion,  oedema 
and  capillary  hemorrhage,  little  tendency  to  de- 

position of  lymph,  and  little  loss  of  transparency 
of  the  retinal  tissues  or  of  the  vitreous  humor. 
Ret  simplex,  ret  apoplectica.  Capillary  apoplexy 
of  the  retina. 

2.  Retinitis  with  less 'vascular  turgescence,  but 
with  free  infiltration  of  the  retina  and  adjacent 
vitreous  humor  with  lyrdph  and  corresponding 
great  opacity.  As  the  syphilitic  and  strumous 
retinitis. 

3.  Suppuration  of  the  retina." 
"Retinitis  ends  in  resolution  and  recovery,  or 

in  atrophy.  Where  the  former  occurs,  the  dis- 
tension of  the  swollen  veins  subsides,  the  spots  of 

capillary  liemorrhage  disappear,  fading  from  the 
edges  toward  the  centre  ;  the  inflammatory  pro- 

ducts are  removed,  tlie  transparency  of  the  retina 
returns,  and  the  details  of  the  choroid  are  again 
sharply  seen.  The  redness  of  the  optic  nerve  is 
often  last  to  disappear.  The  veins  frequently  re- 

tain their  tortuosity,  and  with  this  excei)tion  the 
fundus  preserves  no  traces  of  tlie  previous  inflam- 

mation. This  fortunate  termination  commonly 
occurs  only  in  the  first  of  tlie  above  tliree  forms  of 
retinitis.  In  the  second  form,  complete  recovery 
occurs  only  where  the  exudation  has  been  in  lim- 

ited quantity,  and  the  inflammation  has  been  ar- 
rested before  the  retinal  tissues  have  suffered 

much.  In  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  of  this 
form,  atropliy  ensues,  and  when  the  vitreous  hu- 

mor has  heroine  suflicienlly  clear  to  allow  the  ojAic 
nerve  to  be  seen,  this  is  found  shrunken,  oval,  or 

otherwise  distorted,  with  a  ragged,  jagged  border ; 
it  is  no  longer  distinguishable.  Branches  of  the 
large  retinal  vessels  are  observed  to  be  obliterated, 
traces  of  them  remaining  in  the  form  of  thread-like 
lines  ;  other  branches  have  wholly  ̂   disappeared. 
The  fundus  is  blurred,  the  choroid  is  confused  or 
wholly  hidden  by  patches  of  retina  of  a  peculiar 
opalescent  yellowish- white  color,  in  a  state  of  fatty 
disintegration. 

The  third  form  of  retinitis,  the  suppurative, 
always  ends  in  destruction  of  the  eyehsLlV—Hulke 
on  the  Ophthalmoscope,  p.  41-43. 

A  CASE  OF  ILLEUS. 

By  W.  J.  Lytle,  M.  D., 
Of  Princeton,  N.  J. 

The  following  case  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
some  of  your  readers. 

J.  M.  V  ,  of  this  place,  aged  forty-four  years, 
of  medium  height,  generally  healthy,  regular  and 
abstemious  in  his  habits,  was  taken  on  Friday  af- 

ternoon, October  23d,  with  all  the  symptoms  of 
spasmodic  colic  associated  with  hepatic  derange- 

ment. He  had  complained  the  day  previous,  of 
which  no  notice  had  been  taken.  It  was  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  I  first  saw  him. 
Supposing  it  to  be  an  attack  of  ordinary  colic,  I 
prescribed  accordingly.  Little  relief  was  afl'orded 
until  about  twelve  at  night,  when,  after  using  the 
warm  bath,  injections  and  repeated  anodynes  the 
pain  subsided;  though  vomiting,  which  had  com- 

menced in  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  still 
continued  at  distant  intervals,  I  found  him  the 
next  day  (Saturday^  relieved  from  pain,  but  still 
vomiting,  his  bowels  remaining  obstinately  costive, 
yet  there  were  no  apprehensions.  Sunday  found 
him  in  the  same  condition  until  near  evening, 
when  the  appearance  of  stercoraceous  vomiting, 
with  the  absence  of  pain,  and  continued  constipa- 

tion, gave  the  first  indications  of  danger,  and 
created  for  the  first  time  an  anxiety  for  the  result. 
It  was  at  once  suspected  that  an  intussusception 
or  obstruction  of  some  kind  existed  in  the  bowels. 
A  consultation  was  requested.  Dr.  J.  N.  Woon- 
uuLL  was  instantly  sent  for  and  j^romptly  arrived. 
After  making  a  careful  examination,  he  concurred 
in  the  opinion  that  a  serious  and  apparently  hope- 

less difficulty  had  taken  place  in  the  bowels,  most 
probably  an  intussusception.  He  continued  to  as- 

sist in  the  attendance  until  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  the  case  through  day 
by  day,  the  interest  consisting  in  the  intestinal 

difficulty  disclose'd  by  the  post  mortem  examination. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he  lived  nine  days  from 
tlie  comnnmcement  of  the  attack.  Very  little  pain 
existed  after  the  first  day,  and  death  appeared 
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under  the  asthenic  form.  Gradually  increasing 
prostration,  tympanitic  distention  of  the  abdomen, 
unrelieved  constipation,  fsecal  vomiting  with  slight 
irritative  fever,  constituted  the  entire  group  of 
noticeable  symptoms.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  re- 

mark that  olive  oil  injected  into  the  rectum  the 
day  before  death,  remained  and  appeared  in  the 
urine,  forming  a  well  marked  coat  upon  the  surface 
as  it  stood  in  the  vessel.  The  treatment  was  such 
as  would  suggest  itself  to  any  physician  under 
these  circumstances.  The  most  energetic  purga- 

tives as  well  as  injections,  warm  applications,  bel- 
ladonna plasters,  hot  baths,  and  finally  settling 

down  into  small  doses  of  calomel  and  opium,  com- 
prised the  routine  of  medicinal  agents.  I  may 

observe  here  that  frictions  of  croton  oil  around  the 
umbilicus,  and  also  the  turpentine  injections,  shook 
the  bowels,  so  to  speak,  in  a  manner  which  caused 
the  emptying  of  the  bowels  both  above  and  below 
the  obstructed  point,  or  in  other  words  an  action 
was  excited  which  was  normal  below  the  obstruc- 

tion and  antiperistaltic  above.  This  was  also  ob- 
*servedbythe  attending  assistants.  Eighteen  hours 
after  death,  assisted  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Baker,  of  this 
place,  and  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  I 
made  a  post-mortem  examination.  With  the  ex- 

ception of  the  lungs,  which  were  strangely  con- 
gested, and  for  which  we  could  not  assign  a  satis- 
factory explanation,  there  were  no  indications  of 

diseased  action  in  any  of  the  organs.  Upon  ex- 
amining the  intestines  we  found  on  the  left  side  of 

the  abdomen  six  inches  of  small  intestine  filled 
with  intestine  from  above.  Careful  measurements 
were  now  made.  The  point  where  the  intussus- 

ception commenced  was  about  fourteen  feet  from 
the  stomach,  the  termination  near  eight.  The  re- 

sult of  the  post  mortem  summarily  expressed  would 
be  that  nearly  four  feet  of  the  ileum  and  two  feet 
of  the  duodenum  had  passed  into  the  tube  below, 
invaginated  in  a  space  of  six  inches.  So  tightly 
were  the  coils  impacted  that  direct  traction  could 
not  liberate  them,  but  it  required  a  gradual  and 
persistent  effort  to  disengage  them  from  their  im- 

paction. The  comparative  lengths  of  the  ileum 
and  duodenum  are  approximations  founded  on  the 
supposition  that  the  entire  intestines  are  about 
thirty  feet  long.  The  interest  of  the  case,  however, 
consists  in  the  fact  that  nearly  six  feet  of  small 
intestine  had  passed  into  six  inches  of  small  intes- 

tine also.  Of  course  in  an  instance  like  this, 
treatment  could  be  of  no  avail. 

To  Improve  the  Solubility  of  India  Rubber. 

"Caoutchouc  (virgin  gum)  becomes  more  soluble 
in  oil  of  turpentine  or  benzine,  if  it  has  previously 
been  macerated  for  some  time  with  ammonia,  until 
perfectly  decolorized.  When  it  is  then  washed  with 
water,  and  dried,  it  will  dissolve  more  readily  in  the 
menstrua  named." — Am.  Drug.  Circ. 
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Hospital  Reports. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  \ 

November,  1863.  j" Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 
Reported  by  Dr.  J.  Gordon  Maxwell. 

Fatty  Tumor. 

S.  V.  D.,  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  married,  but 
has  no  children.  A  fine,  healthy-looking  woman, 
who  came  to  the  clinic  on  account  of  a  tumor,  situ- 

ated immediately  beneath  the  right  parotid  gland, 

from  which  she  has  sufi"ered  no  pain.  The  appetite 
is  good  ;  she  sleeps  well ;  there  is  no  discoloration  ; 
in  fact,  were  it  not  for  the  deformity,  the  patient 
would  not  have  been  aware  of  its  existence.  From 
the  history  of  the  case,  we  learn  that  several  decayed 
teeth  had  been  extracted,  occupying  the  site  imme- 

diately above  the  tumor  ;  and  this  fact,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  its  position,  led  to  the  inference  that  it 

might  be  of  a  strumous  character,  although  the  Pro- 
fessor remarked  that  it  had  more  of  a  doughey  or 

semi-elastic  feel  than  of  the  gaseous,  which  is  so 
characteristic  of  these  afi'ections. A  trocar  being  introduced,  no  fluid  was  found  in 
the  mass,  and  Dr.  Gross  at  once  recurred  to  his 
former  opinion,  and  pronounced  it  a  fatty  tumor. 
The  patient  was  then  put  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  an  incision  was  made  along  the  angle  of 
the  jaw,  and  a  globular-shaped  mass,  weighing  five 
or  six  ounces,  removed  by  means  of  the  finger  tear- 

ing it  from  its  loose  cellular  attachments,  much  less 
hemorrhage  taking  place  than  would  have  occurred 
had  the  operation  been  performed  with  the  knife. 

The  wound  was  brought  together  by  the  twisted 
suture,  no  other  dressing  being  required.  No  artery 
was  tied.  After  treatment,  light  diet  and  rest  for  a few  days. 

The  patient  returned  on  the  14th,  ten  days  after 
the  operation,  with  scarcely  a  perceptible  scar, 
union  having  taken  place  by  the  first  intention. 
Deformity  of  the  Hand  Eesulting  from  a  Burn. 

Sarah  R.,  five  years  of  age,  of  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware. About  six  months  ago,  while  standing  near  a 

stove,  the  child's  dress  caught  fire,  and  before  the 
fiames  could  be  extinguished  the  left  hand  and  wrist 
were  badly  burned. 

As  the  case  did  not  receive  proper  treatment  after 
the  injury,  the  resulting  cicatrix  drew  the  hand  into 
a  right  angle  with  the  forearm.  Dr.  Gross  divided 
the  connecting  bands,  which  were  mainly  of  a  cuta- 

neous character,  and  placed  the  limb  on  a  straight, 
well-padded  splint,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that 
much  depended  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  after 
treatment  was  conducted,  as,  if  the  splint  was  taken 
ofi"  before  the  parts  had  thoroughly  healed,  the  re- sult would  be  a  deformity  precisely  similar  to  the 
original  one. 
Dislocation  of  the  Shoulder  into  the  Axilla. 

Amelia  K.,  twenty-two  years  of  age  ;  a  pale,  deli- 
cate-looking girl,  in  whose  face  strumous  diathesis 

was  plainly  marked.  While  in  an  epileptic  fit,  her 
shoulder  was  dislocated  by  the  violence  of  the  mus- 

cular contraction  driving  the  head  of  the  humerus 
into  the  axilla,  just  beneath  the  glenoid  cavity, 
causing  the  luxation  most  commonly  met  with  in 
that  region. 

While  the  patient  was  taking  chloroform.  Prof. 
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[Vol.  X. Gross  remarked,  that  as  this  variety  was  more  fre- 
quent in  its  occniTCuce  than  all  the  rest,  it  was  de- 

ecrving-  of  special  attention,  and  he  would  therefore 
point  out  the  diag-nostic  signs.  These,  he  remarked, were  the  separation  of  the  elbow  from  the  trunk, 
the  flattening  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  the  projection 
of  the  acromion  process,  the  fulness  and  increased 
height  of  the  axilla,  and  the  inability  of  the  patient 
to  place  the  hand  of  the  afflicted  side  upon  the  oppo- 

site shoulder. 
The  patient  then  being  fully  influenced,  he  placed 

his  heel,  divested  of  its  boot,  in  the  axilla,  upon  the 
head  of  the  luxated  bone,  and,  seizing  the  arm  just 
above  the  wrist,  made  couuter-lxtension,  gradually 
bringing  the  limb  across  the  body,  so  as  to  raise  the 
head  of  the  bone  upward  and  outward  to  a  level 
with  the  glenoid  cavity,  when  reduction  took  place 
with  an  audible  snap,  the  whole  proceeding  hardly 
taking  fifteen  seconds. 

The  after  treatment  consists  in  supporting  the 
limb  in  a  sling  for  several  weeks  and  applying  a 
strong  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  and  opium.  Pas- 

sive motion  was  ordered  to  he  instituted,  to  prevent 
anchylosis. 

Eastern  Dispensary,  ") New  YorKj  Nov.y  1863.) 

By  H.  Lassing,  M.  D., 
Physician  to  the  Dispensaiy. 

Though  an  essentially  different  class  of  patients 
present  themselves  here  from  those  who  come  to  us 
in  private  practice,  they  are  of  vastly  more  impor- 

tance to  us  in  many  ways.  They  furnish  us  experi- 
ence which  could  not  otherwise  be  gained  ;  and  if 

we  treat  our  dispensary  patients  carefully,  we  will 
soon  And  a  rich  reward,  even  pecuniarily,  by  a  cor- 

responding increase  in  our  private  practice,  owing  to 
the  success  which  our  dispensary  experience  earns 
for  us.  I  purpose  to  give  a  few  extracts  from  my 
dispensary  case  book. 
Ulcerations  of  the  Os  and  Inflammatory  Adhe- sions. 

!Mrs.  H.  ;  ait.  forty-nine  years  ;  a  very  small,  ner- 
vous, and  "  bilious "  looking  woman ;  has  been 

troubled  with  a  severe  hemorrhage  from  the  vagina, 
followed  by  a  profuse  discharge  of  pus  and  clots. 
Her  history  shows  that  she  commenced  to  menstruate 
when  very  young,  and  some  twenty-four  years  since 
gave  birth  to  a  daughter  by  means  of  a  very  severe 
instrumental  delivery.  Some  eight  years  since  she 
Ruddenly  ceased  to  menstruate,  sincte  whicli  time  and 
until  now  she  has  enjoyed  very  good  healtli.  She 
has  always  been  very  costive.  Upon  an  examination 
pfnr  vn/finam^  I  found  an  extensive  ulceration  and 
induration  of  tlif.  os  uteri,  extending  from  about  the 
middle  of  the  anterior  lip  to  the  middle  of  the  pos- 

terior lip,  involving  a  hard  anfl  dee))  bridle  upon  one 
Bide,  both  coniinissures  evifleiitly  having  sull'ered  ex- tensive laceration  from  previous  delivery.  The 
fundus  of  tlie  ut(;rus  was  anteverted,  the  upper  third 
of  the  cervix  l!(;xcd,  and  the  oh  turntsd  toward  one 
«id(;  and  fi>rabf)ut  two  inches  adherent  to  the  vagina, 
evidently  caused  by  iiillaininatory  adhesion.  I  or- 
dcrc/1  a  powder  of  tannin  and  ojdum,  int'-rnally,  and 
a  Biipporting  banrlage  ;  this  chec|<f;d  ihc  hemorrhage. 
I  then  gavt;  tonicH  and  l;ixatives  ;  all  hemorrhage 
and  diKfliarge  ceased.  I  also  ordered  the  insertion 
of  a  Hponge,  saturaHid  with  lJTnAUKAc^t;i:'H  solution, diluted.  Patient  soon  recovered  her  strength.  I  only 
U8C  palliativcH  as  patient  objects  to  an  operation. 

Paronychia. 
Felons  afllift  a  large  major-ity  of  those  who  come 

to  the  surgical  class  for  treatment,  and  as  tliey  disable 

the  patient  from  labor,  and  these  are  least  able  to 
afford  idleness,  it  is  desirable  to  cure  these  cases  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  course  of  treatment  I  pur- 

sue with  them,  is  the  early  application  of  Labar- 
RAQUE's  solution,  alternated  with  immersion  in  hot 
water,  and  a  thorough  and  deep  incision  as  soon  as 
practicable,  followed  by  the  same  treatment.  This 
course  succeeds  nearly  always  in  obtaining  a  rapid 
cure. 
Ecthyma  witli  Extensive  Ulceration  of  the  Leg. 

Patrick  J.,  set.  thirty-one  years,  laborer,  general 
health  good,  some  two  years  since  noticed  a  small 
red  pustule  upon  his  leg,  which,  upon  being  irritated, 
enlarged.  Others  soon  appeared  separately  and  at 
some  distance  apart,  and,  upon  being  scratched, 
finally  became  sloughy  and  inflamed,  and  several 
turned  into  indolent  ulcers.  When  I  first  saw  this 
patient  he  had  four  ulcers,  three  on  the  anterior  and 
one  upon  the  posterior  part  of  the  leg,  between  the 
knee  and  ankle.  After  poulticing  to  produce  a 
healthy  surface,  they  were  ordered  to  be  washed  in 
hot  water  and  covered  with  collodion,  all  the  pus- 

tules opened  and  treated  similarly,  and  the  entire  leg 
strapped  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  a  roller  applied. 
Internally,  the  liquor  arsenitis  et  hydrargyri  iodidi 
was  exhibited.    Patient  rapidly  recovered. 

Anasarca. 

John  L.  A.,  set.  twenty-seven,  has  been  s'ck  9^ 
week  ;  swelled  considerably,  and  costive,  according 
to  his  description.  Upon  examination,  found  an 
anasarcous  swelling  extending  over  the  entire  body. 
Ordered  : 

^.  Tr. 'colocynth.  f3j. Tr.  digitalis,  f3ij. 
Aqure,  f^iv.  M. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
This  produced  watery  stools  and  a  copious  dis- 

charge of  urine.    I  followed  this  up  with  the  tine- 
tura  ferri  chloridi,  and  patient  was  soon  discharged, cured. 

Catarrhus  Senilis  Potatorum. 
This  is  a  name  hardly  recognized  by  American 

authors.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  proper 
and  expressive  appellation  for  this  very  common 
affection  we  meet  with  in  dispensary  and  hospital 
practice,  and  seldom  in  private  practice — the  drunk- 

ard's cough.  The  most  beuelicial  elt'ects  I  derive from  a  vesicating  plaster,  from  ̂ six  to  ten  inches 
square,  applied  to  the  chest  for  fourteen  or  eighteen 
hours,  and  dressing  after  with  rosin  ointment,  exhi- 

biting, internally,  tablespoon  doses  of  the  following 
mixture,  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  ; 

Vf.    Sodaj  nitr.,  3ij. 
Ammonise  murias,  3is8. 
Mucilag.  acaciic,  f^ss. 
Aquse,  ad  f^viij.  M. 

Plasticity  of  Blood  Corpuscles. 

Dr.  SiFARPEY  says  :  "  The  plasticity  of  the  blood 
corpuscle  is  unrivaled  t)y  any  other  physical  body. 
It  will  assume  all  sorts  of  protean'  shapes  under  the 
slightest  influences.  Elongating  to  a  mere  thread, 
it  will  pass  through  a  narrow  chink  ;  it  will  wrap 
itself  round  an  acute  projecting  angle,  or  protrude 
feelers  and  tails  under  the  influence  of  currents.  In 
its  natural  state,  it  possesses  sufficient  elasticity  to 
resume  its  original  sliajje  on  the  cessation  of  the 
modifying  influences;  but  when  gum  or  gelatine  has 
been  added,  or  when  the  plasma  has  been  permitted 
to  thicken  spfjutaneously,  tlu;  corpuscle  retains  any 
form  it  may  have  assum(;d  till  again  altercul  by  fresh 
influence.'" — Procccdvrujs  of  Llie  Royal  Sucicty. — In- tcUcctual  Observer. 
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Propagation  of  the  Cinchona  Tree. 
It  is  more  than  two  centuries  since  the  invaluable 

febrifuge  properties  of  a  genus  of  plants,  indigenous 
to  immense  mountain  tracts  of  the  South  American 
continent,  were  made  Isnown  to  the  physicians  of 
Europe.  That  the  virtues  of  the  bark  of  certain 
species  of  cinchona  were  known  long  before  this 
period  to  the  people  of  the  districts  in  which  they 
grew,  is  highly  probable.  The  Indians  In  the  neigh- 

borhood of  Loxa,  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles  south 
of  Quito,  where  it  was  first  made  known  to  Euro- 

peans, appear  to  have  been  aware  of  its  virtues,  as 
the  Indian  name  for  the  tree,  Quina-Quina,  "  bark  of 
bark,"  indicates  that  it  was  believed  to  possess  spe- 

cial medical  properties.  To  what  extent  this  knowl- 
edge prevailed  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Its  introduc- 

tion into  Europe  and  its  gradual  appreciation  by  the 
physicians  of  that  portion  of  the  globe  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  boons  bestowed  upon  man.  Its  in- 

troduction into  Europe  was  in  this  wise  : 
In  1638,  the  Countess  Ana.,  of  Chinchon,  the  wife 

of  the  Count  Chinchon,  Viceroy  of  Peru,  was  at- 
tacked Avith  fever  at  Lima,  when  Don  Juan  Lopez 

DE  Canizares  sent  a  parcel  of  powdered  quinquina 
to  her  physician,  Juan  de  Vega,  as  a  never-failing 
remedy  for  "tertiana."  It  was  administered,  and effected  a  complete  cure.  Returning  to  Spain  with 
her  husband  in  1640,  she  carried  a  quantity  of  the 
healing  bark,  and  was  thus  the  first  person  to  intro- 

duce it  into  Europe.  In  memory  of  this  great  ser- 
vice, LiNN^AS  named  the  genus  yielding  the  remedy, 

Cinchona. 
The  districts  where  the  trees  grew  were  for  a  long 

time  but  little  known  to  the  geographer,  and  still 
less  to  the  botanist.  It  was  a  matter  of  urgent  inte- 

rest to  gain  more  accurate  knowledge  of  so  impor- 
t.int  an  article,  and  the  attention  of  men  of  science, 
as  well  as  those  of  commerce,  were  directed  to  the 
subject.  The  botanists,  attached  to  various  expedi- 

tions, were  charged  with  the  duty  of  obtaining  the 
localities,  characters  and  properties  of  the  now 
famous  Peruvian  bark.  Db  la  Coxdamine,  a  mem- 

ber of  the  French  Expedition  of  1735,  gave  the  first 
description  of  the  "  quinquina  "  tree,  and  attempted 
to  transport  the  plants  to  Europe.  In  this  he  failed, 
unfortunately  losing  the  plants  after  preserving  them 
eight  months. 

The  interest  which  the  medicine  had  excited,  and 
the  universal  value  attached  to  it,  is  strikingly  shown 
by  the  number  of  distinct  treatises  written  on  the 
subject.  Van  Bergen,  in  his  Monographies,  gives  a 
catalogue  of  these  works,  amounting  to  six  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  publications.  In  Mr,  Howard's 
"  Nueva  Quinologia"  of  Pavon,  no  fewer  than  thirty- 
nine  species  of  cinchona  are  enumerated  and  named. 

At  first,  the  most  reckless  extravagance  was  used 
in  collecting  the  bark,  in  many  cases  the  custom 
being  to  bark  the  trees  while  standing,  ensuring  their 
death  ;  or,  if  cut  down,  only  taking  the  bark  off"  the upper  side  of  the  trunk.  No  extent  of  country  on 
which  the  trees  grew  could  suffice  to  counter-balance 
such  wanton  improvidence  as  this,  and  it  became 
obvious  that  some  plan  must  be  formed  to  propo- 
gate  the  trees  in  other  quarters.  Dr.  Webdell, 
during  the  reign  of  Louis-Phillippe,  made  two 
voyages  to  South  America,  Avith  the  object  of 
obtaining  information  respecting  the  cinchona  trees, 
and  investigating  the  districts  in  which  they  grew. 
In  addition  to  the  scientific  and  practical  informa- 

tion that  he  gained,  he  brought  seeds  of  one  of  the 
Wost  important  species,  0.  Calisaya,  to  Paris,  from 

which  plants  were  raised  in  the  Jardin  des  Plantes, 
in  1848.  Some  of  these  Avere  sen^  by  the  Dutch  to 
Java,  the  forest-covered  mountains  of  Avhich  Avere 
admirably  suited  to  its  cultivation,  but  the  enter- 

prise proved  a  partial  failure.  Dr.  Royle,  Avhose 
residence  in  India  had  convinced  him  of  the  practi- 

cability of  growing  the  tree  in  that  region,  recom- 
mended its  introduction  to  Neilgherry  and  the  Silhet 

Hills.  He  made  several  unsuccessful  a'tempts  to 
induce  the  Government  to  take  the  necessary  steps, 
but  not  until  1853  were  eflacient  measures  taken, 
which  resulted  in  his  complete  success.  The  com- 

mission for  carrying  out  the  plans  of  the  Govern- 
ment met  Avith  numerous  and  trying  difficulties,  but 

with  indefatigable  energy  and  unAA^averintr  faith  he 
met  and  surmounted  them,  until,  under  the  zealous, 
intelligent  and  practical  gardener,  Mr.  W.  G.  McIa'er, 
the  Superintendent,  who  had  carefully  studied  the 
botany  of  the  cinchona  genus,  the  enterprise  has 
every  appearance  of  success.  From  the  latest  re- 

ports, it  appears  that  the  number  of  plants  of  eleven 
species  o^'  the  cinchona  amounts  to  157,704.  In  the Island  of  Ceyloa,  also,  the  cultivation  has  been  suc- 

cessfully commenced,  and  the  prospect  noAv  is  that 
even  the  extravagance  of  the  South  American  col- 

lectors will  not  be  able  to  materially  diminish  the 
necessary  quantity  of  the  article. 

Physiological  Effects  of  Hashish. 
An  interesting  paper  was  recently  read  at  the 

Academy  of  Sciences,  by  Mr.  De  Luca,  on  the  phy- 
siological efifects  of  hashish.  The  author,  having 

received  from  the  east  a  certain  quantity  of  a  con- 
fection prepared  Avith  this  inebriating  substance, 

swallowed,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  from  thirty  to 
forty  grains  of  the  paste,  and  calmly  awaited^  the result.  He  shortly  after  proceeded  to  the  chemical 
laboratory  of  the  College  of  France,  and  addressed 
himself  to  his  habitual  occupations.  In'the  course 
of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Mr.  De  Luca  experienced 
at  the  tips  of  his  fingers  an  indescribable  creeping 
sensation,  which  appeared  to  ascend  toAvard  the 
brain.  His  mind,  hoAA-ever,  remained  perfectly  clear, 
but  his  hands,  yielding  to  a  peculiar  nervous  influ- 

ence, lost  the  poAver  of  adapting  themseh-es  to  the 
performance  of  delicate  operations  requiring  steadi- 

ness or  precision.  He  then  determined  on  returning 
home,  when  further  phantasms  were  induced,  with- 

out any  coincident  confusion  of  intellect.  Distances 
seemed  unceasingly  to  extend,  and  he  fancied  he 
would  never  reach  his  home.  The  voices  of  persons 
standing  at  his  side  sounded  weak  and  remote.  He 
felt  himself  unaccountably  elated,  and  as  if  treading 
in  the  air.  The  porter's  Avife,  as  he  passed,  re- 

marked :  "  Mr.  De  Luca's  rooms  are  not  ready,"  and he  Avas  much  struck  Avith  the  altered  character  of  the 
woman's  A^oice.  When  he  reached  his  room,  he  at- 

tempted, but  unsuccessfully,  to  read  his  letters,  and 
yet  his  mind  Avas  crowded  with  bright  ideas,  endoAved 
Avith  singular  distinctness  and  precision.  Ilis  entire 
being  Avas  given  up  to  pleasing  sensations.  He  re- 

tired to  bed,  and  the  sheets  seemed,  out  of  respect, 
to  recede  from  his  person,  and  although  he  fancied 
himself  in  no  sort  of  contact  Avith  the  bed-clothes, 
the  situation  was  delightfully  comfortable.  "At  that 
moment,"  says  he,  "  I  reviewed,  Avith  the  most  in- tense satisfaction,  every  action  of  my  life,  but  my 
ideas  flitted  through  my  brain  in  such  rapid  succes- 

sion, that  I  Avas  unable  to  grasp  steadily  any  one 
thought.  I  remarked  to  myself,  if  this  condition 
could  but  last,  the  dreams  of  the  poets  Avould  surely 
be  rcali/ed,  universal  happiness  Avould  follow,  and 
all  men  might  joyfully  contemplate  their  mental 
operations,"  This  state  of  inebriation  lasted  about 
four  hours  ;  the  distances  then  decreased,  the  bed- 

clothes courteously  drcAv  nearer,  tlie  nervous  excite- 
ment subsided,  and  order  Avas  restored.  Dryness  of 

the  lips  Avas  the  only  other  symptom  noted  by  the 
experimentalist. — Medical  Circular. 
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TfOTES  OF  A  VISIT  TO  THE  HSTATIONAL 
CAPITAL. 

A  recent  brief  and  liastj  visit  to  the  Capital  of 
the  nation,  introduced  us  to  some  matters  of  great 
professional  interest,  and  gave  us  an  idea  of  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  operations  of  the 
government  in  connection  with  the  war,  which  we 
had  not  before  attained  to.  The  great  mass  of  the 

people  who  stay  at  home  and  remain  content  with 
newspaper  accounts  of  the  movements  of  the  armj, 
however  they  may  be  excited  over  the  details  of 

battles,  and  mourn  over  the  slaughter  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens— even  though  engaged  in  the  patriotic 

duty  of  preparing  clothing,  food  and  delicacies  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  in  hospitals,  can  form  little 
conception  of  the  enormous  extent  of  the  duties 
and  labor  devolving  on  the  various  departments. 
It  is  difficult  even  for  medical  men  to  realize  the 
vast  extent  and  the  unbounded  interest  attached 

to  the  Surgical  Bureau,  without  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  some  of  its  results,  such  as  we  were 

privileged  with  on  this  occasion.  Of  two  of  the 

operations  of  which  it  was  our  good  fortune  to  ob- 
tain a  partial  insight,  through  the  kindness  of  two 

professional  brethren,  we  will  endeavor  to  present 

a  brief  sketch,  conscious,  nevertheless,  of  our  in- 
ability to  word-paint  them  sufficiently  well  to  give 

more  than  a  glimmering  view. 
The  first  in  the  order  of  our  observations  was 

the  great  colnmunity  of  horses,  located  on  a  large 
j>Iantation  at  the  junction  of  the  Potomac  and  the 

l-iastern  Branch  (Griesboro),  about  three  miles  below 
Wa^ihington,  whitlier  we  were  accompanied  by  Dr. 
•J.  .M.  CuYLEH,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  General, 

and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sawtelle,  chief  of  the  Cav- 
alry Bureau.  Seven  liundred  acres  of  ground  are 

d«;voted  to  the  buildings  and  business  required  for 
the  reception  and  care  of  12,000  horses,  of  which 
there  are  between  8000  and  9000  now  on  the 

pround.  The  most  interesting  portion  of  this  vast 
colbn;tion  \n  the  hoHpital  for  sick  and  wounded 
aiiiirialH,  V;roken  down  in  tlie  service  and  sent  in  to 

be  treated  and  recuperated  if  pof»8ible.  This  is 
probably  one  of  the  finest  scbools  for  veterinary 
Hcienoe  in  the  world.    Here  may  bo  seen  almost 

every  ailment  and  injury  to  which  the  horse  is 
liable,  from  the  common  sore  back  to  the  conta- 

gious glanders.  There  are  some  three  hundred 
patients  now  there,  under  the  professional  care  of 
an  English  veterinarian,  who  as  far  as  we  could 

judge,  seemed  well  informed  in  the  principles  and 
practice  of  his  art.  Being  curious  to  know  the 
extent  of  the  materia  medica  of  this  branch  of 

medicine,  we  were  favorejd  with  an  inspection  of 

his  Supply  Table,  and  have  to  confess  our  surprise 
at  its  great  length,  and  the  potency  as  well  as  the 
variety  of  the  articles. 

It  may  surprise  ̂ ome  of  our  readers,  as  it  did 
us,  to  know  that  several  varieties  of  mercurials  are 

employed  in  the  treatment  of  some  forms  of  equine 

disease.  Calomel  and  the  iodides  ("as  well  as  other 
preparations  of  iodine,)  are  considerably  used.  A 
drachm  of  the  former  is  given  as  a  purgative  dose, 
and  we  were  told  that  ptyalisin  has  been  observed 
to  ensue  from  the  administration  of  small  doses.  Of 

croton  oil,  ten  drops  is  the  ordinary  dose.  Many 

of  the  patients  are  broken  down  from  over- work 
and  hard  usage,  and  need  only  good  diet,  rest  and 

nursing,  under  which  they  recover  and  are  re- 
turned to  duty.  A  dead  horse,  which  is  looked 

upon  by  us  with  so  much  indifference,  is  there  re- 
garded with  much  interest,  not  only  as  a  pecuniary 

loss,  but  as  presenting  a  solution  of  a  pathological 

question. 
Here  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  testing  the  value 

of  disinfectants  in  controlling  the  decomposition  of 

urine,  and  preventing  the  elimination  of  the  am- 
monia, which  chiefly  gives  to  the  air  of  stables 

their  pungent  and  offensive  odor.  We  have  never 
realized  this  odor  in  so  intense  a  degree  as  in  this 

place,  a  circumstance  due  doubtless  to  the  fact  of 
the  floors  being  of  earth  and  poorly  drained,  and 

have  consequently  become  saturated  with  the  se- 
cretion, keeping  up  a  continual  decomposition, 

which  in  spite  of  excellent  ventilation,  is  extremely 
offensive. 

We  dwell  longer  upon  this  topic  than  may  seem 
necessary,  for  two  reasons,  first,  to  notice  what  we 

have  negle(;ted  to  allude  to  before,  a  new  disinfect- 
ant recently  made  the  subject  of  a  report  to  the 

New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  which  it  is 

fully  endorsed,  and  among  its  good  qualities  is 
tliat  of  completely  preventing  the  decomposition 
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of  faecal  and  urinous  matter,  and  correcting  the 
odor  of  such  as  maj  be  partially  decomposed.  It 

is  called  the  Ridgeivood  Disinfecting  Poicder — the 
principal  bases  of  which  are  carbolic  acid,  sesqui- 

chloride  of  iron,  and  Fuller's  earth. 
In  the  second  place,  we  were  informed  by  Dr, 

McWiLLiAMs,  who  has  charge  of  the  humans  who 

may  fall  sick  at  this  corral,  of  the  existence  of  an 
apparently  new  disease  among  the  freedmen,  of 
whom  there  are  eleven  hundred  employed  in  the 
stables  and  about  the  premises,  and  of  whom  a 
score  or  more  are  sick  in  hospital.  They  are 
attacked  with  some  anomalous  symptoms  ;  among 

the  first  is  pain  in  the  knees,  disabling  from  loco- 
motion, with  slight  cough,  occasional  intestinar 

hemorrhage  and  diarrhoea,  very  little  fever,  in- 
tense headache  and  general  prostration.  The 

symptoms  in  the  few  cases  which  we  saw,  appeared 
to  us  to  be  those  of  some  diffusible  poison,  and 
there  seemed  none  so  probable  as  the  pungent  and 
offensive  urinous  atmosphere  of  the  stables.  Such 

a  disinfectant  as  the  Ridgewood  Powder  is  repre- 
sented to  be  would,  in  such  a  case,  prove  a  valu- 

able sanitary  agent. 
The  next  point  of  interest  occurring  at  this  visit 

was  the  Army  Medical  and  Surgical  Museum, 
through  which  we  were  politely  escorted  by  the 
able  curator,  chemist,  microscopist,  pathologist, 
statistician  and  writer,  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodwakd,  who 
holds  the  modest  rank  of  assistant  surgeon,  and  is 
detailed  for  this  important  and  valuable  service  for 
which  we  are  free  to  express  the  judgment  that 

the  Surgeon-General  could  not  have  made  a  more 
happy  selection.  Though  in  its  incipiency,  the 
dry  and  wet  preparations  of  this  collection  number 

already  some  thousands,  illustrative  of  every  va- 
riety of  vidnera  sclopetaria,  many  the  most  curious 

imaginable,  and  involving  almost  every  bone  of 
the  skeleton.  The  range  of  intestinal  ulceration, 
from  the  simplest  primary  congestion  to  the  most 
extensive,  superficial,  puuctiform  and  penetrating 
ulcer,  the  results  of  the  destructive  fevers  of  the 
camp,  and  the  poisonous  fens  of  the  South,  are 
here  ranged  in  illustrative  series,  conveying  a 
clearer  view  of  the  terrible  effects  of  malaria  than 

is  to  be  had  elsewhere  in  the  world.  The  pro- 
fession of  the  country  should  visit  this  grand  pa- 

thological cabinet,  which  in  time  will  be  expanded 

to  the  full  capacity  of  the  large  building  recently 

secured  for  it,  and  will,  if  its  progress  is  not  inter- 
rupted, place  American  pathological  researches  in 

the  foremost  rank.  Several  very  able  artists  are 

kept  constantly  employed  in  making  drawings  of 
diseased  structures,  whereby  there  will  soon  be 
collected  a  splendid  series  of  illustrations  for  the 
medical  and  surgical  history  of  the  war,  which, 
when  completed,  the  profession  of  the  country 
with  one  voice  should  ask  of  Congress  to  give  to 

the  world  in  a  style  commensurate  with  the  ability 
of  its  compilers,  its  original  execution,  and  its 

great  importance  to  science. 

THE  U.  S.  INVALID  COKPS. 

A  correspondent  in  another  column  calls  atten- 
tion to  an  important  subject  in  connection  with 

the  transfer  of  disabled  officers  and  men  from  the 

General  Hospitals  to  the  Invalid  corps.  As  he 

suggests,  this  matter  should  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  hospitals,  who 

should  have  the  authority  to  order  officers  and 

soldiers  who  are  unfit  for  field  duty  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Examining  Board,  and  power  to  enforce 

the  order.  The  surgeons  are  supposed  to  be  proper 

judges  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  men  who 
have  been  under  their  care,  and  an  unreason- 

able prejudice  against  going  into  the  Corps  of 

Honor — as  the  Invalid  Corps  is  very  properly- 
termed — should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  an  adoption  of  the  only  proper  course.  Men 
who  have  not  the  physical  capacity  to  perform  field 
service,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  embarrass 

operations  in  the  field  by  burdening  the  ranks,  oc- 
cupying the  hospital  tents  and  ambulances,  and 

annoying  the  field  medical  officers.  It  is  unjust  to 

those  on  duty  in  the  field. 

Notes  and  Comments, 

Retreat  for  Intemperate  Women. 
Jn  another  column  we  copy  a  notice  of  the  es- 

tablishment of  a  retreat  for  intemperate  women  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  necessity  for  something 
to  restrain  intemperance  among  women  is  very 
urgent.  In  our  view,  the  proper  and  only  remedy 
is  in  prohibitive  liquor  laws.  In  the  absence  how- 

ever, of  such  legislation,  the  next  best  thing  is  to 
provide  such  expedients  as  are  suggested  in  the 
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article  quoted.  Anj  one  who  has  had  much  ex- 
perience with  the  drinking  women  who  infest  our 

almshouses,  will  however  have  little  faith  in  re- 
formatorv  measures  in  their  cases.  The  only  things 
to  be  hoped  for  in  most  cases  are  entire  and  per 
manent  removal  from  the  sources  of  temptation, 
and  relentless  government. 

Medical  Department  of  Georgetown  College,  D.C 
The  Medical  Department  of  Georgetown  College, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  established  in 
1861,  and  has  been  in  successful  operation  ever 
since.  It  has  a  large  class  this  year  in  common 
with  all  our  medical  colleges.  Dr.  F.  Howaed  has 
resumed  the  position  he  formerly  occupied,  of  Pro- 

fessor of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  vice  Prof.  Suydeb  deceased. 

Correspondence. 

FORErGN. 

IiETTIJB  FROM  Dr.  W.  N.  COTE. 

Paris,  Oct.  30,  1863. 
Case  of  Melanopathia, 

Dr.  DicKSOK,  physician  to  the  English  Embassy  at 
Constautinople  sends  to  the  Levant  Herald  the  sub- 

joined authentic  report  o-f  a  very  singular  case. 
Apart  from  the  mere  novelty  of  the  fact  narrated, 
the  following  has  a  scientific  interest  which  well  en- 

titles it  to  Diuch  less  ephemeral  record  than  has  been 
given  to  it : — "  Ovannes,  an  Armenian,  aged  twenty- 
eight,  a  native  of  Geideh,  and  a  brick-maker,  says 
that  he  was  laid  up  for  two  years  with  a  serious  ill- 

ness, during  which  period  he  was  more  or  less  uncon- 
scious. He  then  suffered  for  a  twelve-month  with 

intermittent  fever,  assuming  at  times  a  tertian,  and 
at  other  times  a  quotidian  type,  and  which  brought 
on  an  enlargement  of  the  spleen.  This  was  followed 
by  an  attack  of  jaundice,  which  occurred  about 
eighteen  months  ago  ;  and  the  yellow  color  of  the 
fckin  then  gradually  changed  into  its  present  swarthy 
hue.  The  dark  color  first  manifested  itself  in  "his 
liandB  and  face,  and  alarmed  him  very  much,  believ- 

ing it  to  be  an  aggravation  of  his  complaint  into 
black  jaundice  ;  but  he  was  soon  reassured  on  this 
score,  for  he  found  that  as  the  skin  changed  from 
yellow  to  bronze,  his  health  sensibly  improved.  He 
took  no  medical  advice  during  these  long  illnesses. 

Such  wa6  the  condition  of  the  man  when  he  came 
und<;r  I>r.  Fatvel's  care,  at  the  Medical  School  of 
Koumharhanc.  On  the  Ut  inet.,  I  was  enabled, 
through  Dr.  Fauvbl'i*  kindness,  to  discover  the 
abode  of  Ovannes,  and  thus  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  a  hasty  examination  of  his  case.  The  entire 
sarfacc  of  his  skin,  excepting  the  palms  of  his  hands 
and  the  soles  of  his  feet,  is  of  a  very  deep  bronze 
hue,  such  as  marks  the  color  of  the  dark  Abyssinian 
races.    Fie  has,  moreover,  a  dusky  speck  or  two  on 

the  roof  of  his  mouth  ;  and  the  cicatrice  of  a  blister' 
that  was  raised  by  Dr.  Fauvel  on  his  abdomen,  over 
the  region  of  the  spleen,  is  of  an  intense  black  and 
shining  aspect,  exactly  such  as  on  a  negro.  The 
mucous  surface  of  the  lips,  glans  penis,  and  anal 
orifice,  is  of  a  bronze  hue,  a  shade  lighter  than  the 

I  skin.  He  perspires  freely.  His  hair  is  flaxen,  and 
I  jet  black.  His  tongue  is  pale,  thick,  furred,  and  fis- 
i  sured,  and  his  gums  and  palate  are  bloodless.  His 
j  spleen  is  enlarged,  loose,  and  free  from  pain.  The 
edge  of  the  liver  feels  hard,  and  its  left  lobe  appears 
to  be  enlarged.  He  tells  me  that  his  appetite  is 
excellent,  digestion  good,  bowels  regular,  and  urine 
normal.  I  found  the  sound  of  the  heart  very  faint ; 
respiration  slow  ;  pulse  weak,  and  beating  one  hun- 

dred and  four  throbs  to  the  minute  ;.  a  loud  venous 
murmur  in  the  right  supra-clavicular  space,  such  as 
is  heard  in  anemic  females.  He  is  timid,  and  of  a 
nervous  temperament.  He  says,  however,  that  he 
sleeps  well,  and  that  he  feels  himself  in  perfect 
health.  His  employer  assured  me  that  he  was  not  a 
strong  man,  and  could  not  do  the  amount  of  work 
he  ought  to  be  able  to  accomplish.  Ovannes  admita 
that  when  he  placed  himself  under  Dr.  Fauvel's 
treatment  he  had  no  appetite  and  his  spleen  was 
painful,  but  that  he  now  had  a  voracious  appetite 
and  could  press  upon  his  spleen  without  feeling  pain. 
He,  moreover,  says  that  the  color  of  his  skin  has  not 
altered  since,  but  those  who  frequent  him  pretend 
that  he  is  becoming  whiter.  Dr.  Fauvel  tells  me 
that  he  examined  his  blood,  and  found  the  usual 
proportions  of  red  globules  in  it ;  and  his  urine  de- 

posited purpurine,  and  contained  an  excess  of  urea. 
This  case  is  evidently  one  of  melanopathia,  a  rare  and 
singular  aflfection  of  the  skin,  aflfecting  its  pigmen- 

tary structure,  and  classed  in  the  order  macula  of 
Willan,  and  epichroHs  of  Mason  Good. 

Prolonged  Phosphorescence, 
At  a  late  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences^  M. 

MoRELLET  described  a  case  of  phosphorescence  of 
sea-water  manifesting  itself  under  circumstances 
different  from  those  which  usually  accompany  the 
phenomenon.    On  the  14th  of  August  last,  M.  Mo- 
RELLET  having  bathed  in  the  sea  at  Carnon,  near 
Pcnols,  Department  of  Herault,  the  temperature  be- 

ing 98  Fahr.  at  the  time,  the  bathing-dresses  he  and 
a  friend  of  his  had  worn  were  washed  in  the  sea  and 
then  stuflfed  into  a  basket,  where  they  remained  until 
nine  in  the  evening,  when  M.  Morellet  prepared  to 
hang  them  out  to  dry  ;  but,  on  touching  the  first 
piece,  he  was  astonished  to  see  sparks  issuing  from 
it ;  the  same  occurred  with  the  second,  and,  in  fact, 
with  all.    On  the  following  morning,  on  taking  them 
down  from  the  rope  on  which  they  were  hung,  their 
appearance  presented  nothing  remarkable,  except  a 
few  grains  of  fine  sand  which  adhered  to  the  threads. 
Three  days  later,  on  taking  another  bath,  he  paid 

I  particular  attention  to  his  clothes  in  order  to  observe 
!  the  phenomenon  with  greater  care,  but  nothing  of 
!  the  kind  occurred.    It  may  be  that  the  phosphores- 
I  cence  above  alluded  to  owed  its  preservation  to  the 
'  elevated  ten)perature. 
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Canine  Madness. 

Dr.  Bdisson  has  addressed  the  following  commu- 
nication to  the  Abeille  Medicale.  Coming  as  it  does 

after  the  article  I  mentioned  about  three  weeks  ago, 
in  which  it  was  shown  that  canine  madness  is  capa- 

ble of  cure  by  the  sole  efforts  of  nature,  it  acquires 
considerable  importance.  I  give  it  verbatim  : — "  A 
single  vapor-bath  is  sufficient  to  prevent  hydrophobia 
by  eliminating  the  virus  :  nevertheless,  for  the  sake 
of  greater  security,  I  caused  seven  to  be  taken  in  as 
many  days,  at  a  temperature  of  from  42  to  48  de- 

grees Reaumur  (127  to  140  Fahr).  Care  should  be 
taken  to  press  the  wound  well  while  in  the  bath,  in 
order  to  promote  the  expulsion.  Immediately  after 
the  bite  has  been  inflicted,  wash  the  wound  with  a 
piece  of  linen  dipped  into  liquid  ammonia,  and  leave 
it  on  the  wound  in  a  moist  state  for  at  least  an  hour 
to  neutralize  the  virus.  Treat  the  inflammation  by 
cataplasms  of  linseed,  renewed  every  three  hours 
lest  they  should  turn  sour,  and  dress  the  wound  with 
eold  cream  {eeratum  galeni).  I  cause  the  patient  to 
lie  between  two  feather  beds,  and  make  him  drink 
three  or  four  litres  of  a  warm  infusion  of  borage  per 
day.  I  prescribe  much  exercise,  and  let  him  eat 
what  he  likes.  Above  all.  I  forbid  his  attendants  to 
allude  to  the  accident,  lest  his  imagination  should  be 
affected.  My  treatment  does  not  prevent  cauteriza- 

tion, a  verj^  uncertain  process,  since  all  those  labor- 
ing under  the  disease,  whom  I  have  treated,  had 

been  cauterized.  If  the  disorder  has  declared  itself, 
I  only  prescribe  a  single  bathj  and  leave  the  patient 
in  till  the  cure  is  effected,  taking  care  to  raise  the 
temperature  gradually.  Hydrophobia  may  last  three 
days.  Experience  has  proved  to  me  that  the  cure  is 
certain  on  the  first  day  of  the  outbreak ;  on  the 
•econd  day  it  is  uncertain,  and  on  the  third  day  im- 

possible, from  the  difficulty  and  danger  there  would 
be  in  conveying  the  patient  into  the  bath  and  keep- 

ing him  in.  Who  would  wait  for  the  third  day, 
knowing  my  treatment  ?  Nor  should  one  wait  for 
the  outbreak  ;  it  ought  always  to  be  prevented.  Hy- 

drophobia never  breaks  out  before  the  seventh  day, 
80  that  there  is  time  enough  to  perform  a  long  jour- 

ney to  obtain  what  is  called  a  Russian  vapor-bath. 
Reader,  you  see  this  little  treatise,  how  simple  and 
conclusive  it  is,  no  obscurity,  it  explains  all.  Well, 
in  1826,  the  Academy  of  Medicine  replied  :  Nothing 
new,  nothing  useful !'  " 

Hopital  de  la  Charite, 
The  works  for  completing  the  front  of  the  Hopital 

/de  la  Charit6,  in  the  Rue  Jacob,  and  erecting  a  new 
wing  along  the  Rue  des  Saints-Peres,  on  ground  till 
lately  occupied  by  private  houses,  are  making  rapid 
progress.  The  authorities  have  wisely  taken  advan- 

tage of  these  improvements  to  add  twelve  feet  to  the 
width  of  the  latter  street  from  the  corner  of  the  Rue 
Jacob  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  a  length  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  feet.  The  ground  floor  of  this 
new  range  of  buildings  is  to  be  occupied  by  shops 
surmounted  by  entresols,  and  over  these  are  two 
gtoriee  to  make  nev.'  wards  for  the  hospital.  These 
changes  have  necessitated  the  demolition  of  the 

chapel,  the  first  stone  of  which  was  laid  in  1613  by 

j  Queen  Marguerite,  first  wife  of  Henry  IV.,  and  a I  new  one  is  to  be  built  at  the  bottom  of  the  third 
court  of  the  hospital,  adjoining  the  building  occu- 

pied by  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  Before  the  recent 
demolitions,  the  hospital  contained  four  hundred  and 
fourteen  beds,  of  which  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
were  devoted  to  surgical  cases,  but  since  the  works 
began  this  number  has  been  diminished ;  it  will, 
however,  be  very  considerably  increased  when  the 
wards  are  finished  along  the  Rue  des  Saints-Peres. 
With  respect  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  street, 
Prudhomme,  the  author  of  the  Miroir  de  Paris, 
states  that  it  is  a  corruption  of  Cinq-P^res,  the 
name  at  first  given  to  the  hospital  from  its  having 
been  founded  by  five  monks  of  La  Charity,  who 
came  from  Italy. 

W.  N.  Cote. 

DOMESTIC. 

Spotted  Fever. 
Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Rbpoetbr  : 

The  qiKsstio  vezata  of  Spotted  Fever  will  be  easily 
settled  by  bearing  in  mind  its  relations  in  an  etiolog- 

ical sense. 
The  solution  appears  to  be  in  the  fact  of  its  belong- 

ing to  a  group  of  diseases,  each  of  which  with  great 
facility  passes  into  the  other  with  a  protean  muta- 

bility. This  group  includes  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
erysipelas,  infantile  remmittent,  gastric  fevers, 
typhoid,  typhus.  These  diseases  are  actually  inter- 

changeable or  convertible  as  the  logicians  would 
term  it.  The  discrepancies  in  the  statements  of 
practitioners  will  be  reconciled  without  difficulty  by 
attention  to  this  hypothesis,  or  fact,  as  it  demon- 

strably is. 
One  physician  avers,  what  is  the  actual  truth,  that 

he  has  seen  a  case  of  unmistakeable  scarlet  fever  trans- 
muted into  spotted  fever.  Another  avers  that  he  has 

seen  a  case  of  spotted  fever,  when  no  scarlet  rash  had 
furnished  the  preliminary  stage.  Another  gives  you 
a  detail  of  symptoms  purely  diphtheritic,  the  paralytic 
complications,  etc.  Another  of  gastric  symptoms 
feigning  or  actually  constituting  an  internal  erysipelas 
and  the  supervention  upon  these  preliminary  types 
of  the  graver  characters  and  phenomena  of  the 
spotted  fever,  or  the  maculated  typhus  as  some  pre- 

fer to  call  it.  These  diseases  being  convertible,  the 
generating  power  must  be  identical.  The  variation 
in  form  of  manifestation  being  due  to  accidental 
circumstances,  peculiarities  of  constitutioii,  or 
idiosyncracy. 

W^e  have  the  varieties  of  ague,  of  syphilitic  affec- tions. In  these  cases  we  do  not  denominate  the 
poisons  distinct.  Modern  doctrines  have  certainly 
affirmed  a  diversity  of  agencies  in  the  production  of 
syphilitic  diseases,  bnt  observation,  and  thorough 
seanching,  has  contradicted  it  by  establishing  the 
fact  of  convertibility  that  crucial  test  of  diversity. 
A  chancre  infecting  an  individual  in  whom  are 

lingering  the  last  vestiges  of  constitutional  syphiDs 
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communicates  a  chancroid.  This  latter  to  the  non- 
infected  individual  imparts  a  genuine  chancre  and 

constitutional  disease.  Here  is  the  eyidence  of  con- 
stitutional modification  and  convertibility  of  form 

of  disease,  distinctness  of  poison  cannot  be  sustained 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  in  the  presence  of  this 
evidence  the  convertibility  of  members  of  groups 
enumerated  above,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  etc., 

being  established,  distinctness  of  poison  generating 
cannot  be  sustained  either.  As  to  the  evidence  on 

this  point  I  have  myself  seen  as  plain  a  case  of 
scarlet  fever,  as  ever  fell  imder  the  observation  of  a 
physician,  transformed  into  complete  spotted  fever. 

Another  physician  gives  you  the  history  of  a  case 
in  which  diphtheritic  symptoms  become  transmuted 
into  spotted  fever.    There  is  the  opisthotonic  position 
of  the  neck,  the  hemiplegic  condition  of  the  body, 
and  supplementary,  you  have  finally  the  ecchymoses 
of  spotted  fever.    In  another  case  you  have  reported  | 
the  gastric  distress  of  internal  erysipelas,  the  con-  | 
comitant  congestion  of  fauces,  and  ultims!?ely  the  ■ 
supervention  of  the  conditions  constituting  the  main  j 
feature  of  the  last  mentioned  disease. 
A  reviewer  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Revim  re-  ; 

jects  the  title  "  infantile  remittent,"  applied  tocthe  I 
disease  known       this  name,  and  contends  for  the  i 
term  typhoid  fever  in  lieu  thereof.    Gastric  fever  will  \ 
answer  for  this  complaint  upon  conversion  into  a  ; 
graver  form  of  maladies  but  will  not  suffice  then.— 
The  nomenclature  of  the  great  reviewer  then  becomes 
preferable,  the  low  form  of  this  disease  is  most  cer- 

tainly typhoid.    I  have  now  two  cases  of  unmistake- 
able  typhoid,  that  had  in  the  preliminary  stage  all 
the  symptoms  of  infantile  remittent  though  occurring 
in  the  case  of  adults.    Having  had  an  epidemic  of 
infantile  remittent  prevailing  here  this  summer  and 

spring,  I  am  fully  competent  to  institute  a  com- 
parison. 

The  elevation  of  papillae  of  tongue  characterizes 
these  cases  of  typhoid,  and  so  it  did  the  cases  of 
infantile  remittent  ;  also  there  is  gastric  distress  in 
one  case,  as  well  as  in  the  other,  and  congestion  an 
erythematous  condition  of  fauces. 

A  patient  presented  himself  to  me  last  night  with 
the  sore  tliroat  and  fever,  without  gastric  distress, 
tongue  spotted,  or  dotted  rather,  (papill*  elevated) 
my  iliagnosis  was  typhoid  fever,  in  the  formative 
stage.  To  my  astonishment  the  man  is  walking 
about  and  able  to  do  his  work  to-day,  he  being  a 
blacksmith.  The  modicum  of  .poison  being  small, 
his  constitution  reacted  against  it  and  expelled  it.  I 
only  gave  liim  a  lotion  of  sulphatf  of  Zinc. 

The  invading  quantum  of  poison  is  an  element  ol 
variation  (or  factor),  constitutional  peculiarity 
another.  Convertibility  being  established,  and  con- 

ditions lying  in  constitution,  virulence  of  poison, 
etc.,  looking  at  the  behavior  of  m*nibcrs  of  the  group 
of  diseases  referred  to,  wc  shall  not  regard  as  con- 
tradi'tory  and  incouipatiblc  the  apparently  dis- 

crepant Btatcmcnts  of  physicians  respecting  this  so- 
termed  spotted  fever. 

In  the  mutual  relationship  anfl  in  tin 

connexion  of  the  diseases  to  which  it  is  cognate  or 
allied,  and  with  which  it  is  exchangeable  or  converti- 

ble, or  upon  which  it  is  capable  of  supervention,  we 
shall  find  the  true  solution  of  these  discrepancies. 

Writing  solely  with  the  view  of  drawing  your 
attention  to  this  relationship,  I  shall  append  no 
further  remarks,  but  leave  this  subject  to  your 
readers.  Tours  truly, 

Henry  Oliver,  M.  D. 
Gordon,  Ohio,  Oct.  30,  1863. 

Maternal  Impressions. 
Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — 

In  the  number  of  the  Reporter  of  September  12, 
1863,  I  noticed  an  extract  from  a  communication  to 
the  London  Lancet,  by  Dr.  John  S.  Beale,  on  "  Ma- 

ternal Impressions."  An  instance  similar  to  the 
cases  there  reported  occurred  in  my  practice,  in 

April  last. Mrs.  C.  was  delivered  of  a  male  child,  healthy  and 
weli  formed  in  every  respect,  except  that  the  left 
forearm  was  absent  from  about  one  and  a  half  inches 
below  the  elbow,  leaving  a  stump  similar  in  appear- 

ance to  that  of  an  ordinary  amputation.  No  sign 
of  the  missing  member  could  be  detected  in  the 
membranes. 
The  mother  stated  that  she  had  been  terribly 

frightened  several  months  prior  to  delivery,  by  a 
man  presenting  himself  at  her  sitting-room  window, 
who  was  deformed  in  a  manner  precisely  similar  to 
her  child ;  and  that  she  had  thought  much  of  the 
circumstance  from  that  time  up  to  the  period  of  her delivery. 

This  may  have  been  merely  a  coincidence,  but  it 
was  certainly  a  strange  one.  The  mother  is  fully 

persuaded 'that  it  is  more  than  a  coincidence. W.  T.  RiDENOUU, 
Ex-Surg.,  12th  Regt.,  0.  V.,  I. 

Wadsworth,  Ohio,  JV'-v.  16,  1868. 

United  States  Invalid  Corps. 

Editor  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  :— 
There  seems  to  be  a  want  of  confidence  on  the 

part  of  some  officers  in  the  array,  in  the  judgment  of 
Surgeons  in  charge  of  United  States  Hospitals,  in 
the  matter  of  transfers  to  the  Invalid  Corps,  which 
calls  for  some  remedy  from  those  of  us  in  the  field 
who  suffer  from  it.  I  refer  to  those  officers  who, 
from  wounds  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the 
United  States  service,  are  sent  to  the  various  excel- 

lent hospitals  under  control  of  the  ablest  medical 
men  in  the  country,  and  where  judgment  should  be 
law  in  all  such  cases.  These  oflicers,  from  some 
foolish  whim  in  relation  to  this  excellent  organiza- 

tion, refuse  the  advice  offered,  to  report  to  some 
Board  for  examination  for  admission,  and  succeed 
in  obtaining  permission  to  rejoin  their  commands, 
thinking  they  can  yet  perform  active  duty;  and 
praiseworthy  as  it  is,  yet  it  invariably  ends  as  their 
Surgeons  advised  them.  They  returji  only  to  en- 

cumber the  ambulances,  always  insufficient  during 
former  j  our  rapid  and  long  marches,  for  those  who  fall  out. 
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and  are  finally  obliged  to  call  upon  the  Deputies  in 
the  field  for  the  same  privileges  so  generously  ex- 

tended them  while  in  a  position  to  await  patiently 
the  tedious  delay  incident  to  this  transfer.  I  think 
the  matter  should  be  absolute  with  Surgeons,  who 
should  07'der  such  disabled  oificers  to  report  to  the 
Examining  Boards.  If  so,  it  would  save  the  officer 
much  suffering,  and  us  much  annoyance. 

Respectfully, 
12th  N.  J.  V. 

In  the  Field,  Virginia,  Nov.  14,  1863. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Hospital  and  Prison  Inspection. 

By  special  orders  No.  514,  issued  from  the  War  De- 
partment, Messrs.  James  C.  Wetmore  of  Ohio,  Gar- 

diner Tufts  of  Massachusetts,  W.  T.  Selleck  of  Wis- 
consin. A.  0.  Chester  of  Illinois,  and  J.  C.  Rafferty 

of  New  Jersey,  are  constituted  a  Board  of  Inspectors 
of  Government  Hospitals  and  Military  Prisons  in  the 
Department  of  Washington,  with  full  authority  to 
correct  every  abuse  which  they  may  discover  in  those 
institutions. 

Of  the  Inspectors  thus  appointed,  the  three  first 
named,  Messrs.  Tufts,  Wetmore  and  Selleck,  are  the 
military  agents  of  their  respective  States,  and  all  of 
them  are  connected  in  one  Avay  or  another  with  the 
interests  of  the  soldier ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
making  bis  selection  of  Inspectors,  could  not  have 
pitched  upon  better  men.  In  order  that  the  Inspectors 
may  have  every  facility  for  the  prosecution  of  the  in- 

quiries uuder  their  appointment,  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  are  directed  in  the  order  to  furnish  them 
such  transportation  as  may  be  necessary,  and  the 
officers  of  the  prisons  and  hospitals  are  directed  to 
treat  tlie  Inspectors  with  all  due  courtesy  and  respect. 

The  instructions  of  the  Inspectors,  as  issued  by  the 
Department,  are  as  follows  : 

1st.  They  are  required  to  inspect  the  hospitals  as 
to  the  general  order  and  cleanliness  in  all  their  parts 
and  premises, 

2d.  To  observe  as  to  the  efficiency,  faithfulness 
and  humanity  of  the  Surgeon  and  the  attendants. 

3d.  To  inspect  the  management  of  the  kitchen,  the 
condition  of  stores  and  supplies,  both  as  to  food  and 
clothing  ;  the  nature  of  the  cooking  ;  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  rations,  and  in  general  everything 
pertaining  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  patient. 

4th.  To  receive  complaints  of  patients  as  to  griev- 
ances, and  give  them  a  reasonable  hearing  and  in- 

vestigation ;  yet  in  noway  to  interfere  with  the  mili- 
tary discipline  of  the  hospital.  If  any  just  ground 

for  complaint  be  found,  or  any  reform  be  needed,  they 
are  to  apply  for  the  remedy  to  the  surgeon  in  charge. 
If  that  does  not  accomplish  the  end,  they  are  to  re- 

port the  fact  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
generally  they  are  to  report  to  him  whenever  in  their 
judgment  anything  relating  to  a  hospital  or  its  of- 

ficers cannot  be  remedied  without  his  attention. 
5th.  Three  of  the  Board  shall  constitute  a  sufficient 

number  to  conduct  an  inspection,  and  every  general 
Hospital  in  the  Department  is  to  be  visited  once  in 
thirty  days,  aad  as  much  oftener  as  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Board  it  may  be  expedient.  These  visits  will 
be  made  with  or  without  previous  notice  to  the  sur- 

geon in  charge,  as  the  Board  may  determine. 
6th.  Generally  in  the  spirit  of  the  above  instructions 

the  Inspectors  are  to  regard  the  good  condition  of  the 
Hospital  as  committed  to  their  keeping,  and  are  to  | 

have  an  eye  on  everything  connected  with  them  that 
concern  the  welfare  of  the  patients,  and  the  needs  of 
the  military  service.  It  is  desirable,  however,  that 
they  should  so  act  that  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  con- 

sistently with  their  duties,  they  shall  not  be  antagon- 
istic to,  but  co-operate  with  the  surgeons  in  charge 

for  the  best  good  of  the  Hospital. 
^5  Frison  lanpectors  they  are  required  to  inspect 

the  military  prisons  in  the  Department  of  Washing- 
ton in  all  their  parts  and  premises,  as  to  their  general 

arrangement,  order  and  cleanliness. 
2d.  To  observe  as  to  the  efficiency,  fidelity  and  hu- 

manity of  the  officers  in  charge. 
3d.  To  see  whether  the  prisoners  are  as  well  cared 

for,  with  regard  to  rations,  beds,  clothing,  fuel  and 
other  accommodations  for  comfort  and  decency  as  is 
consistent  with  the  fact  of  imprisonment  and  the  ne- 

cessities of  proper  discipline. 
4th.  To  inspect  the  records  of  the  prisons,  and  see 

that  against  the  name  of  every  person  admitted  there 
is  a  clearly  written  statement  of  the  offence  for  which 
he  is  committed  ;  and  if  from  time  to  time  persons 
are  found  imprisoned  for  a  long  period  without  an 
official  hearing,  or  appear  to  have  been  overlooked 
by  the  proper  military  authorities,  or  with  regard  to 
whom  there  is  evidently  some  error  in  the  charge,  the 
Inspectors  are  to  report  such  causes  with  a  clear 
statem.ent  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

5th.  Each  of  the  military  prisons  in  the  Department 
of  Washington  is  to  be  visited  by  at  least  three  of  the 
Board  together,  once  in  thirty  days,  and  as  much 
oftener  as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  Except  by  way 
of  suggestion  and  advice  to  the  superintendent,  the 
Inspectors  are  not  to  interfere  with  the  discipline  of 
the  prisons,  but  will  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
whenever  in  their  judgment  the  good  of  the  prisons 
and  of  the  public  service  requires  it. 

Certificates  of  Disability. 

Circular  No.  24.  Surgeon  General's  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  November  5,  1863. — To  obviate  the 

frequent  discrepancies  and  contradictions  occurring 
in  "  Certificates  of  Disability  for  Discharge,"  and 
those  of  Examining  Surgeons  for  the  Pension  Bureau, 
hereafter  Certificates  of  Disability  will  state  all  the 
causes  of  disability,  where  more  than  one  exists,  and 
the  Medical  Certificate  will,  in  every  instance,  be 
made  out  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Surgeon  signing 
it. 

By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General. C.  H.  CRANE, 
Surgeon  U.  S,  Army. 

Board  of  Examiners. 
The  Board  of  Officers  convened  by  special  orders 

No.  285,  June  27,  1863,  from  the  Adjutant'Gener^l's 
Office,  now  in  session  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  ex- 

amination of  sick  officers,  will  transfer  its  sittings  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  All  officers  who  have  been  exam- 

ined by  the  Board,  and  Avho  have  been  recommended 
to  remain  in  hospital  at  Columbus,  iinder  medical 
treatment,  and  those  awaiting  examination,  will  at 
once  report  to  the  President  of  said  Board,  at  Cin- 

cinnati, Ohio. 
Retired. 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Benjamin  King,  U.  S.  A.,  is  retired 
from  active  service,  and  his  name  will  be  entered  on 
the  retired  list  of  officers  of  the  grade  to  which  he 
now  belongs,  in  accordance  with  Section  12,  Act  ap- 

proved July  17,  1862,  he  having  been  borne  on  the 
army  register  more  than  forty-five  years. 

Surgeon  William  Dickinson,  U.  S.  Vols.,  having 
closed  the  Good  Samaritan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  at 
St.Xouis,  Mo.,  of  which  he  was  in  charge,  has  by 
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[Vol.  X. order  of  the  Assistant  Surgeon  General,  reported  at 
Rolla,  Mo.,  to  relieve  Surgeon  H.  Culbertson,  U.  S. 
Vols.,  in  charire  of  General  Hospitals,  and  as  Med- 

ical Director,  District  of  Rolla.  ! 
So  much  of  >pecial  Orders  Xo.  10,  from  Head-  > 

quarters  1st  Independent  Battalion.  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  dated  Fort  Laramie.  Felivuarv  2, 1863,  as  re- 
lieved  "from  duty  Surgeon  William  B.  Rezner,  6th •Ohio  Cavalry  at  Sweet  Water  Bridge,  and  directed  , 
him  to  report  without  delay  to  the  Colonel  of  his  re-  ' 
giment,  serving  in  the  Eleventh  corps.  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Headquarters, 
is  approved. 

Ordered  to  Report. 
Assistant  Surgeon  R.  Bartholow,  U.  S.  A.,  now  on 

duty  at  Lincoln  Hospital,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  will 
report  in  person  to  the  commanding  officer.  Depart- 

ment of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  for 
duty  with  that  army,  and  by  letter  to  Assistant  Sur- 
ceon  General  R.  C.  'Wood,  U.  S.  Armv,  at  Louisville, Ky. 

Assistant  Surgeon  W.  D.  Wolverton,  U.  S.  A.,  now 
on  duty  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  upon  the  arrival  of 
Assistant  Sursfeon  Hartsuff,  U.  S.  A.,  at  that  place, 
to  repair  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  and  report  for  duty 
to  the  Commanding  General  Department  of  theSouth. 

Assistant  Sur2:eon  A.  B.  Chapin,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 
been  ordered  before  the  Board  for  the  examination  of 
sick  officers,  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

Keturned  to  Duty. 
Surgeon  D.  G.  Brinton,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  returned 

from  sick  leave  and  resumed  his  duties  as  Surgeon  in 
chief  2d  Division,  11th  Army  corps,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

Sursreon  Charles  IMcMillan,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  re- 
turned from  leave  and  resumed  his  duties  as  Medical 

Director  1.5th  Army  corps. 
Surgeon  N.  R.  Derby,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  returned 

from  leave,  and  been  assigned  to  duty  as  Sur<reon-in- 
Chief,  6th  Division,  16th  corps,  Columbus,  Ky. 
Surgeon  A.  H.  Thurston,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  returned 

from  leave  and  resumed  his  duties  as  Assistant  Med- 
ical Director,  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  re- 

lieving Surgeon  W.  Clendeuin,  U.  S.  Vols.,  who 
resumes  his  duties  as  Medical  Inspector  at  Nashville, Tenn. 

Surireon  A.  M.  Clark,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  returned  to 
Washinirton,  D.  C,  from  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
military  prisons  in'thc  Western  States. 

Assigned. 
Assistant  Surgeon  F.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 

been  assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Inspector  3d  corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  floating  hospital     Nashville"  having  been  ' 
turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  I 
repairs  and  alterations,  Suri^eon  L.  C.  Rice,  recently  ' 
in  rhari;e,  has  bcrjn  assi*;ned  to  the  charge  of  General 
IIosj)ital  No.  1,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Snrireon  E.  Y.  Chase,  U  S.  Vols.,  has  been  assigned 
to  duty  at  Fort  Hoskins,  Oregon. 

Surgeon  James  C.  Whitehiil,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been 
aflsitrned  to  duty  as  Snrgeon-in-Cl)ief,  Kimball's  Pro- 

visional Division,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
Afisistant  Suri^cnn  J.  W.  Lecte,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 

been  asHigned  to  duty  at  General  I|08pital,  West's liuildinirs,  Baltimore,  Md. 
8ur{,'eon  J.  K.  Quidor,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  re- 

lieved from  duty  at  the  Marine  IIofi|)ital,  Vifksburg,  \ 
.MiH«>,  and  assi^'ned  as  Medical  Director,  Northeast  | 
Louihiana,  at  Goodrirh  Landintr,  La. 

In  addition  to  hi«  duties  with  tlie  23d  Armv  corps, 
Snrtrcon  K.  M.  S.  Jar  kson,  U.  8.  Vols.,  has  been  aB- 
piL'n^  d  to  duty  as  Medical  Director  of  East  Teuuessce, at  Knoxvillc,  Tenn. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  D.  Johnson,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 
arrived  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  been  assigned  to 
General  Hospital  No.  3,  in  that  city. 

Assistant  Surgeon  H.  T.  Le^le'r,  U.  S.  Vols,  has been  assigned  to  duty  In  the  General  Field  Hospital, 
Bridgeport,  Ala. 

Surgeon  S.  W.  Gross,  U.  S.  Army,  has  been  as- 
signed to^  dutv  as  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Morris 

Island,  S.  C. 
Surgeon  E.  D.  Kittoe,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  as- 

signed to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Major  General  Grant, 
Headquarters  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  field  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Surgeon  J.  G.  F.  Holston,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Surgeon  B.  J.  D.  Irwin, 
V.  S.  Army,  Superintendent  of  Hospitals,  Memphis. 
Tenn. 
Surgeon  Howard  Culbertson,  TJ.  S.  Vols.,  has  been 

ordered  to  proceed  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  re- 
lieve Assistant  Surgeon  F.  L.  Town,  U.  S.  Army,  in 

charge  of  the  Harney  General  Hospital,  recently  es- 
tablished at  that  place. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Cyrus  Bacon,  U.  S.  Army,  has 
been  assigned  to  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Medical  Di- 

rector at  Baltimore,  Md. 
Surgeon  William  Varian,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  as- 

sis-ned  to  duty  in  charge  of  the  General  Field  Hos- 
pital, Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Sur2:eon  Francis  Greene,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  returned 
from  leave  of  absence,  and  been  assigned  to  duty  at 
General  Hospital  No.  6,  Beaufort,  S.  C,  relieving 
Surgeon  A.  C.  Benedict,  U.  S.  Vols.,  who  has  been 
assigned  to  General  Hospital  No.  1,  same  place. 

Transferred. 

Surgeon  J.  W.  Lawton,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  General  Hospital  No.  19,  to  charge  of 

General  Hospital  No.  13,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Appointments. 
The  following  appointments  of  Medical  Officers 

have  been  made  during  the  week  : 
Assistant  Surgeon  Frederick  Lloyd,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to 

be  Surgeon. 
Dr.  John  F.  Huber,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  Assist- 

ant Surireon  of  Vo'unteers. Dr.  Henry  Martyn  Kirke,  of  Ohio,  to  be  Assistant 
Surireon  of  Volunteers. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Hood,  of  Ohio,  to  be  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  Volunteers. Resigned. 

The  resisrnation  of  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  T.  Whit- 
tingham,  U.  S.  Army,  has  been  accepted  by  the  Pres- 

ident, to  take  eflect  November  12,  18G3. 
Helieved. 

Surgeon  A.  P.  Mejiert,  U.  S.  Vols.,  was  relieved 
from  dutv  as  Medical  Purveyor  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  on 
the  20th  ult. 

Discharged. 
The  following  named  officers,  are  hereby  discharged 

the  service  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  physical 
disability,  with  condition  that  they  shall  receive  no 
final  payments  until  they  have  satisfied  the  Pay  De- 

partment that  they  are  not  indebted  to  the  Govern- ment. 
Surgeon  Calvin  G.  Page,  3  th  Massachusetts  Vols. 
Assistant  Surgeon  J.  B.  Galer  31st  Wisconsin  Vols. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  Board  of  Officers, 

instituted  by  Special  Orders  294,  July  3,  1863,  from 
the(;fficeof  the  Adjutant-General's,  Assistant  Surgeon 
J.  G.  Wilttur,  18th  Massachusetts  Vols.,  has  been  hon- 
orablv  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
account  of  pliysical  disability,  with  condition  that 
he  shall  receive  no  final  payments  until  he  has  satis- 

fied the  Pay  Department  that  he  is  not  indebted  to 
the  Government. 
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425 The  following  OflQcers  haTing-  tendered  their  resig- 
nations, are  honorably  discharsr-^d  the  service  of  the 

United  States,  at  the 'dates  and  for  the  causes  set opposite  their  respective  names. 
Assistant  Snrg-eon  W.  A.  McCuIley,  65th  Ohio  Vol- 

unteers, to  date  Xovember  3,  1863,  he  having'  accepted an  appointment  as  Surgeon  of  the  2d  United  fctates 
colored  troops. 

Lsav9  of  Absence. 
Leave  of  absence  has  been  granted  to  Surgeon  J. 

M.  McXulty,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Medical  Inspector  Depart- 
ment of  New  ?iIexico,  -with  authority  to  go  to  Fort Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  his  family. 

Leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  days,  on  Surgeon's  Cer- 
tificate of  Disability,  has  been  granted  to  Surgeon  C. 

C.  Cox,  U.  S.  Vols^,  Medical  Purveyor  at  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  days  has  been  granted 
to  Sursreon  L.  H.  Holden,  U.  S.  Army,  on  Surgeon's Certificate  of  Disability. 

Surgeon  H.  A.  Martin,  U.  S.  Vols.,  is  on  leave  of 
absence  at  Eoxbury,  Mass. 

Hospitals  Closed. 
The  Post  Hospital  at  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  was  closed 

on  the  30th  ult. 
KEGULAR  JsTAVAL  SERVICE. 

Ordered. 
Surgeon  -Tames  Laws,  to  School-ship  Savannah. 
Surgeon  Henry  P.  McSherry,  to  the  Naval  Hospi- 

tal, Memphis,  Tenn. 
Assistant  Strrgeon  Thos.  Hiland,  detached  from 

the  School-ship  Savannah,  and  ordered  to  the  West  | 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  1 

Assistant  Surgeon  James  M.  Flint,  ordered  to  the 
Mississippi  Squadron.  ! 

Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  Carmons,  ordered  to  the  I 
Receiving  Ship  at  New  York.  I 

Detached.  I 
Assistant  Surgeon  Adrian  Hudson,  detached  from  , 

the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  waiting  orders. 

VOLUig-TEEIl  NAVAL  SERVICE. Detached. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  S.  B.  Kenney,  from  the 

North  Carolina,  and  ordered  to  the  Galena. 
Acting  Assistant  Stirgeon  Richard  H.  Greene,  from 

the  Ohio,  and  ordered  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Appointed. 

Franklin  Nickerson,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  and 
ordered  to  Receiving  Ship  Ohio. 

Geo.  D.  Harris,  Geo.  E.  Webber,  and  La  Roy  F. 
Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons. 
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Retreat  for  Intemperate  Women. 
The  sttbject  of  the  following  communication  is  ] 

one  the  importance  of  which  can  hardly  be  exagge-  I 
rated.    The  unfortunate  victims  of  the  vice  to  which  | 
it  refers  are  among  tlie  most  pitiable  objects  to  which  ' 
our  professional  sympatliies  are  ever  directed.    The  ■ 
experience  of  nearly  every  physician  mxtst  have  fur-  | 
nished  him  with  cases  of  this  kind  of  the  most  em-  | 
barrassing-   character.     Houseliold  restraints   and  ! home  influence  are  little  better  than  worthless  in 
these  cases,  and  the  prospect  of  an  asylum  wliere  ̂  
they  can  be  received  and  tenderly  cared  for  will  bring  ■ 
an  indescribable  relief  to  many.    We  have  no  means  , 
of  knowing  how  extensive  a  provision  is  required  j 
for  the  purpose  in  our  own  State,  but  we  hail  the 
commencement  of  this  movement  with  the  greatest  ' satisfaction,  and  hope  it  may  meet  with  the  signal 
success  which  it  deserves. — JBoaion  Med.  and  Surg. Joicrnal. 

Betreat  for  Intemperate  Women. — The  necessity  of 
making  some  special  provision  for  the  victims  of 
intemperance,  partly  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual 
and  partly  for  that  of  the  community,  is  beginning 
to  attract  general  attention,  and  the  subject  in  its 

j  various  bearings  has  been  brought  before  the  Massa- 
j  chusetts  State  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Insanity, 
j  as  among  the  matters  deserving  their  serious  consid- 
I  eration. Aside  from  the  question  of  establishing  a  public 
asylum  for  inebriates,  the  advantages  of  which  would 
be  more  naturally  confined  to  the'middle  and  lower classes,  it  appears  that  there  is  as  yet  in  New  Eng- 

land no  place  of  refuge  for  intemperate  woman  of 
good  social  position  except  the  public  and  private 
lunatic  asylums,  Avhich  are  unfitted,  in  the  almost 
unanimous  opinion  of  their  superintendents,  for  the 
reception  of  such  cases  ;  at  many  asylums,  indeed, 
admittance  being  refused  to  them,  alike  in  justice  to 
the  other  patients  and  to  the  inebriates  themselves. 
The  number  of  applications  at  the  New  York  Gene- 

ral Asylum  at  Binghamton  far  exceeds  the  possible 
capacity  of  the  building,  while  the  Washingtonian 
Home  in  Boston,  whose  influence  for  good  is  already 
so  extended,  is  for  men  alone. 

In  accordance  with  this  apparent  want,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  which  there  will  be  afforded 

to  a  limited  number  of  self-indulgent  women,  whether 
addicted  to  opiates  or  stimulants,  the  necessary  ele- 

ments for  their  cure  ;  namely,  voluntary  seclusion 
from  temptation,  the  strictest  privacy  if  desired,  a 
location  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  and  yet 
unrivalled  for  purity  of  atmosphere  and  beauty  of 
scenery.  .  The  house  selected  for  the  purpose  is  one 
constructed  with  especial  reference  to  a  comfortable 
residence  during  the  winter  ;  attendants  will  be  pro- 

vided of  unexceptionable  character,  and  but  few 
patients  will  at  present  be  received.  For  further 
information  application  may  be  made  to  the  Secre- 

tary of  the  Commission,  Dr.  H.  R.  Stoker,  at  Hotel 
Pelham,  Boston;  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
being  Hon.  Josiah  Quinct,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  Dr. 
Alfred  Hitchcock,  of  the  Governor's  Council,  of 
Fitchburg.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  step  now  taken 
has  the  cordial  approval  and  endorsement  of  His 
Excellency  Governor  A>-drew  ;  Judge  Hoar,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  :  Drs.  Ja^ies  Jacksox  ;  Jacob  Bige- 
Low  ;  John  Jeffries  ;  H.  I.  Bowditch  :  J.  Masox 
Warrex  ;  Tyler,  of  the  Asylum  at  Soraerville ; 
Jarvis,  of  Dorchester ;  and  other  of  our  more  pro- 

minent citizens. 
Carbolic  Acid. 

This  peculiar  substance  seems  to  have  almost  as 
many  names  as  the  wandering  Jew,  and,  in  defec- 

tively compiled  chemical  works,  each  name  i£  set 
down  as  meaning  a  diflferent  stibstance.  It  received 
the  above  name  from  its  discoverer,  Ritxge,  in  1834, 
and  it  is  now  also  called  phenic  acid,  phenol,  phenic 
alcohol,  and  the  hydrate  of  phenyle.  If  may  be 
obtained  synthetically  as  well  as  analytically.  The 
distinguished  chemist  Behtholet  has  made  it  by 
passing  alcohol  and  acetic  vapors  through  a  porce- 

lain tube  heated  to  redness.  It  is,  however,  com- 
monly obtained  from  the  oil  of  coal  tar.  ̂ yiien  this 

oil  is  submitted  to  fractional  distillation,  tlie  part 
Avhich  passes  over  between  160  and  liK)  degrees  of 
temperature  is  treated  with  hot  saturated  caustic  and 
some  powdered  potash,  and  a  mass  of  crystals  is 
obtained  which  is  separated  by  decantation.  When 
these  are  dissolved  in  water  the  solution  separates 
into  two  layers;  the  one  light  and  oily,  the  other 
heavy  and  watery.  The  latter  is  separated  and 
treated  with  hydrotfliloric  acid,  which  sets  free  car- 

bolic acid.  To  make  it  perfectly  pure,  however,  it 
is  digested  with  fused  chloride  of  calcium  and  re- 

distilled twice  ;  when,  upon  coolinjr  slowly,  it  forms 
into  a  solid,  colorless  mass  [C2  H6  O  H  OJ.  It  has 
an  odor  resembling  creosote,  and  is  sometimes  sold 
for  it :  but  the  latter  is  a  distinct  substance.  Car- 
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[Vol.  X. bolic  acid  burns  witb  a  reddish  flame,  and  boils  at 
180°.  It  is  sliirhtl)^  soluble  in  water  but  very  solu- 

ble in  alcohol,  ether,  acetic  acid,  gl.ycerin,  aud  some 
volatile  oils.  It  acts  very  energetically  upon  the 
skin;  a  Aveak  O'lueous  solution  coagulates  albumen, 
and  acts  as  a  strong  antiseptic.  Putrid  meat,  fish, 
aud  fermenting  animal  substances  instantly  lose 
their  disgusting  odor  when  treated -with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid.  It  is  employed,  mixed  Avith  plaster- 
of-Paris,  in  disinfecting  powders,  as  it  arrests  fer- 

mentation and  destroys  infection.  Weak  solutions 
of  it  instantly  destroy  the  lowest  forms  of  animal 
and  vegetable  life ;  and  ink,  solutions  of  glue,  and 
the  juices  of  veiretables  are  prevented  from  becoming 
moldy  by  an  aJdition  of  a  very  small  quantity  of  it. 
A  strong  solution  of  it  kills  the  eggs  of  ants,  cater- 

pillars, and  the  larvie  of  fiies.  When  applied  lightly 
to  the  human  skin,  the  latter  smarts  for  about  an 
hour,  the  epidermis  becomes  wrinkled,  and  remains 
red  and  somewhat  inflamed  for  about  twenty  days. 
When  a  very  minute  quantity  of  it  is  taken  into  tine 
stomacli  it  seems  to  act  upon  the  nerves,  producing 
insensibility  almost  instantaneously. 

METEOSOLOGY. 

ANSWERS  TO  COKRESPONDENTS. 
Correspondents  loill  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 

quest to  give  their  fall  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary for  us  always  to  know  the  Town,  County  and  State 
from  whence  tfieir  letters  are  sent. 

Drs.  J.  L..  N  T  ;  J  B.,  and  T.  J.  B.,  Pa.;  E.  H.  L.,  Me.; 
G  A.  M..  Conn.;  J.  W.  S.,  R  I.;  W.J.  B.,  O/ao.— Hand-Books 
were  mailed  to  you  to-day. 

Dr.  J.  R.  C,  Pennsylvania. — Bedford's  Obstetrics  was mailed  to  you  oa  the  24tii  inst. 
Dr.  H.  B.,  Pennsylvania. — The  2  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeias  were 

mailed  to  you  on  tlie  23d  inst. 
Dr.  A.  A.  W  ,  Virginia. — Beale  on  the  Microscope  in  Clinical 

Medicine,  was  mailed  to  you  on  the  23d  iust.  Beale  on  "  How- 
to  work  with  the  Microscope,"  we  can  procure  for  you  for 
$2  75. 

Dr.  H.  C.  A.,  Michigan. — We  cannot  find  Ruetis'  Opthalmo- 
scope.  We  can  procure  Liebrich's,  which  is  the  simplest  and best. 

Dr.  F.  C.  E.,  Indiana. — Lallemand's  Port  Caustique  and 
Smith  k  Horner's  Anatomical  Atlas,  we  sent  you  by  Adams' Express  on  the  24th  inst. 
Dr  W.  G  ,  Iowa — The  Hernia  knife  was  sent  to  you  on the  24th  inst.,  by  mail. 
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Germantown,  Pa. B.  J.  Leedom. 

VITAL 
STATISTICS. 

MARRIED. 

Eaglksox  — Blatnky.  —  On  the  4th  inst.,  by  Rev.  John 
Eaglewon,  D.  D.,  assisted  by  Rev.  James  M.  Shields,  David  S. 
Eagleson,  M.  D.,  of  Harsmanville,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
Mi-^s  Anna  J.  Blayney,  of  Buffalo  Township,  Washington  Co., 
Pa.  * LFWr.s— TiTRAP.— In  Fosteria,  Ohio,  by  Rey.  J.  S,  Thrap,  Dr. 
T.  X.  Lewis,  of  .Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Kate  A.  Thrap, 
daiiijhier  of  the  officiatin^f  clergyman. 

Rf.a— Kn.v.sKDV. — On  November  5th,  at  the  residence  of 
Samuel  Kennedy,  Esq..  in  Frer^rt,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  Mr. 
George  Uca,  and  .MisM  Anna  M  ,  daughter  of  John  Kennedy, 
M.  D.,  all  of  Arm.ilrong  Co.,  Pa. 

DIED. 
Dai.t.am.— On  Thursday,  thf  Vnh  instant,  Susan  C,  wife  of 

Dr.  J'jhn  .M.  Dallam,  in  the  2ltii  year  of  lier  age. 
OkipfitiC'I  — f)n  tho  ITtli  inHlant,  in  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  Amos 

Griffiths.  .M.  \).,  in  the  f).M  year  of  IiIm  age. 
Hat<:ii  — In  Hlll«boro',  N.  H.,  November  12th,  Dr.  EllHha Hatch,  a'.fed  «7. 
MrCi.KM-AX.— fn  Brooklyn,  November  12lh,  Snrgeon  Prank 

McCl-llan  of  the  1  Uh  N  Y.  Volunteer  Ardllery,  aged  44. 
MiiiiJi.KTO.f. — In  Waxliington,  I).  (".,  on  Monday  inorninir, the  Ifllh  innt.,  Helen  E  .  wifr-  of  Dr.  J.  V.  I).  Middleton,  U.  S. 

Army,  and  dauchtor  of  David  II.  Burr,  Esq.,  of  that  city. 
Quil>oK  —In  JfTHpy  Cily,  on  'ISifsday,  November  17lh,  Mary Qntdor,  wife  of  J'lhn  E,  Qaidor,  lalu  of  above  city,  now  Sur- 

geon of  VoluntctTH. Ko'.T,— October  .lOih,  18f53,  of  yellow  f«vor,  AHiiistaat  Sur- 
feon  Oliver  D.  IWol,  U.  8.  Steamer  Eglrdla. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

Ktate  that  mani.'soript  inticndki)  for  publication  must  bk 
WKiTTKN  o.v  BUT  ONE  siDK  of  tho  sheet.  I f  greater  ca re  was 
taken  in  tho  preparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
Haved  to  priniprs,  and  mistakes  would  raroly  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
RubHcriber8  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  804, 

30.'),  :}()»,  .'JO!),  and  310,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sent) will  please  roinernber  and  send  money  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  posttigo,  as  many  of  tlie  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  tho  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 

/ 



PREMIUMS! 

jpor  every  new  name  sent  ns  by  one  of  our  subscribers  with  the  amount  of  a  year's  subscriplion 

'  inclosed,  we  vvill  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Works 
ij  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.  We  furnish  Subscribers 

j  with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.  The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 
I   ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  INSANITY  AND  POISONS.  | 
Beck — Medical  Jurisprudence.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  sheep  25 
Bucknill  and  Tuke  on  lu.simity.    8vo.,  cloth  '  3  00 De  Boismont — Hallucinations,  inclading  Apparitions,  Visions,  &c. 8vo.,  cloth   2  00 

,  Elwell— Malpractice   5  GO 
I  Bay — Jurisprudence  of  Insanity.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 
Taylor — Medical  Jurisprudence.    8vo.,  cloth   3  25 

'      "        On  Poisons.    8vo  ,  cloth   3  50 
IWharton  and  Stille — Medical  Jurisprudence   7  50 
l)  THE  MICROSCOPE. 
iBrocklesby — Wonders  of  the  Microscope   $1  25 
Carpenter — The  Microscope  and  its  E&velations.    8vo.,  cloth   4  50 
Hogg  on  the  Jlicroscope.  Svo    

;  King — Microsciipist's  Companion.    Svo. ,  cloth   150 hQuekett— Lectures  on  Histology.    Illustrated,  2  vols   6  75 
jj  Wythe— Microscopist's  Manual.    Cloth   1  25 
1  MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. 
J  Ashtoa— The  Rectum  and  Anus.    Svo   $2  00 
''•  Barwell  on  the  Joints.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
'  Bernard  and  Robin — The  Blood.    12mo   75 Budd— The  Livir.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Copland — Palsy  and  Apoplexy.    12mo.,  cloth   80 
Epitome  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect   7  00 :  Garrat— Medical  Use  of  Electricity   3  50 

i  Gross — American  Medical  Biography.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Holland — Medical  Notes  and  Reflections.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 Holmes — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science   1  25 

'  Guain— The  Rectum.    Plates   2  25 
!  Renouard — History  of  Medicine.    By  Comegys.    Svo   3  50 
Rush— The  Human  Voice.    Svo.,  cloth   2  56 
Stanley — Diseases  of  the  Bones.    Svo   150 

I;  Todd— Acute  Diseases.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 
|i  What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
Bedford — Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  cloth  
Cazeaux — Midwilery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- 

I         tion.    niustrated.    Svo.,  sheep  
Dewees — System  of  Midwifery.    Svo.,  cloth  
Meigs — Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  sheep  

'   Montgomery  on  Pregnancy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Noegerath  and  Jacobi — Contributions  to  Midwifery.  Svo  
Ramsbotham— Obstetric  Medicine.    Svo.,  sheep  
Rigby — ilidwifery.    Svo  ,  cloth  
Simpson — Obstetric  Memoirs  and  Contributions.  2  vols.,  sheep, i7.50,    Svo.,  cloth  
Tyler  Smith — Lectures  on  Obstetrics  

$4  50 
4  50 
3  20 4  00 
3  75 3  00 
6  00 2  50 
6  00 
4  00 

PATHOLOGY. 
Chomel— General  Pathology  
Groa« — Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Henle — General  Pathology.    Svo  , 
Jones  and  Sieveking— Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  eloth  
Paget— Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep. 
Rokitansky — Pathological  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth  , 
Virchow — Cellular  Pathology.    Svo.,  cloth  
Vogel— Pathological  Anatojny  , 

PHARMACY. 
-Druggists'  Receipt  Book.    12mo.,  sheep. Mohr  »ud  Redwood — Praciical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  

*Parrish— Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Pharmacopoeia  of  tiie  U.  8.    12mo.,  cloth  

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Andral — Medical  Clinic.    3  vols  
Barclay — Niedical  Diagnosi.-i.    Svo.,  cloth  Bennett — Lectures  ou  Clinical  Modicine  
Copeland— Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.    3  vols.,  cloth  
"  "  "  "  sheep  

Oyclopaidia  of  '  ractical  Medicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  and  Dun- glison.    4  Tolv,  Svo.,  sheep  , 
*Da  Costa's  Medical  Diagno.sis  Hartshorne — Memoranda  iledica.    12mo  , 
Maxon — I  ractice  of  Jlodicine.  Ss'O  
Tanner — New  .Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth  
Von  Diiben— Microscopical  Diai^nosis.    Svo.,  cloth  
Watson— Praciic  ■  of  Physic,    ̂ vo  ,  sheep  
Williams— Principles  of  Medicine.    Svo.,  cloth  
Wood— Practice  of  Medicine.    2  vols.,  Svo  

*  In  press. 

$3  00 
4  75 2  00 
3  75 
3  riO 
5  50 
4  50 
3  00 

$1  75 

2  75 
3  50 1  00 

S5  00 
2  25 
G  00 IS  75 20  00 

12  00 

1  00 
4  00 
1  25 
1  00 5  00 
2  50 
7  60 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

Carpenter — Comparative  Physiology.    8vo.,  cloth   $6  25 
"          Elements  of  Physiology.    8vo.,  sheep   3  00 
"          Principles  of  JJuman  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   4  75 

Dalton — Human  Physiology.    Svo   4  50 
Draper —      "             "    5  25 
Duuglison — "             "        2  vols.,  Svo.  cloth    7  0ft 
Kirke— Hand-Book  of  Phy.siology.    12rno.,  cloth   2  00 
Lehman— Chemifi^i  Phy.siology.    1  vol.,12mo.,  cloth   2  25 

"        Phy.siological  Chemistry.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   6  00 Paine — Institutes  of  Medicine...   6  00 

SKIN,  DISEASES  OF  THE. 

$2  00 

1  00 4  50 
5  00 

Svo. cloth.  . 

$1  50 

2  25 1  7i 

Cazenave  and  Schedell  on  the  Skin  
Nelligan  on  Diseases  of  tbe  Skin.    12mo.,  cloth  

"  Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.  Colored  Plates,  4  vols.,  clo. "  "  "  Plates  and  Text  together.. 
Rayer— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    By  Bell.    4to  40  plates   10  00 
Wilson— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    Text,  Svo.,  cloth   3  36 

"      Skin  Diseases.    Plates,  colored,  cloth   4  .^0 
"             "                Plates  and  text,  1  vol.,  cloth   7  50 
"      Treatise  on  the  Skin  and  Haii-.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

STOMACH,  INDIGESTION,  ETC. 
Budd  on  Diseases  of  the  Stomach.  Svo. 
Chambers  on  Digestion  and  its  Derangements. 
Habersham  on  the  Alimentary  Canal. 

SURGERY. 
Bernard  and  Huett— Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Colored  plates,  one-half  morocco  $20  00 
Cooper — Surgery.    8vo.,  ctoth   3  00 
Druitt— Modern  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep   3  75 
Erichsen— Science  and  Art  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep   5  00 
Gross— Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep...  12  00 
Hunter's  Complete  Works.    4  vols  ,  Svo.,  sheep   10  00 
Malgaigne— Operative  Surgery.    By  Brittan.    Svo.,  cloth   2  23 
Miller— Principles  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 

"       Practice      "               Svo.,  cloth   3  7i 
Mott— Surgical  Clinic.    12mo.,  cloth   100 
Nelatoji— Clinical  Lectures  on  Surgery.    By  Atlee.    Svo  ,  sheep...  3  00 
Pasfet — Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep.  3  M) 
Pirrie — System  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Sargent— Minor  Surgery.    12mo.,  cloth   1:0 
Skey— Operative  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 
Smith— Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep..  12  00 
Velpeau— Surgery,  by  Mott.    4  vols   lo  00 

SURGERY, MILITARY. 

of 

Bartholow— Manual  for  Medical  Examination  of  Recruits,  &c. 
12mo.,  cloth  

Gross— Manual  of  Military  Surgery.    ISmo.,  cloth  
Guthrie— Surgery  of  War.  12rao  
Longmoi-e  on  Gunshot  Wounds.  12mo  Macleod— Surgery  of  the  Crimean  War.  12mo  
Ordronaux— Manual  for  Military  Surgeons.    12mo   1  25 
Smith— Hand-Book  of  Surgical  Operations   1  76 
Stroraeyer  and  Esmarch  on  Gunshot  injuries.    12mo   7'i Tripler— Hand-Book  for  the  Military  Surgeon   1  00 
Woodward— Hospital  Steward's  Manual.    12mo.,  cloth  

$1  26 

63 

2  2) 
1  00 ]  :o 

1  25 

URINARY  ORGANS,  ETC. 
Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits.    New  Edition,  Svo.,  cloth   $2  75 
Gross  on  tlie  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth   4  75 
Lallemand  ou  Spermatorrhea.    By  Wilson.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 
Manuals  of  the  Urine,  Blood,  Ac.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 
Morland  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 "       ou  Uraimia.    Svo.,  cloth  
Todd  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth  

7j 1  60 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
Act-on  on  the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs.    8vo.,  sheep   $4  00 
Bumstead  on  Venereal.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)  on  the  Testis,  &c.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 Curling  ou  Di.seases  of  lh«  Testis.    Svo.,  cloth,   2  00 
Hunter  on  Venereal  with  Notes  by  Ricord.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 
Parker— Modern  Trealmout  of  Syphilis.    8vo.,  cloth   1  75 
Ricord— Illustrations  of  Syphilitic  Diseases.    4to  CokM-ed  Plates...  15  00 

"       Letters  on  Syphilis.    Svo.,  cloth   '2  00 
"       Venereal  Disea.'M.    Svo   1  '"O Vidal  on  VeuereaL    Colored  Plates   4  ix) 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

PHILADELPHIA    SCHOOL   OF  ANATOMY  AND 
OTEKATIVE  ^I'l.GE'  Y.  at  il'.o  upper  eud  of  Colleiie  Aveuue,  eu- traiice  from  Teuth  iStroer.  between  .Market  and  Ohestmit. 

T 1 7-V  TE  R  A  XXO  L  W'CE  ME  S  T. 
Anatomical  Depaitiiunt. — The  Wmter  course  of  instruction  in  this old  established  int-tiiutiou  which  has  boon  in  successful  operation  for 

over  forty  years,  will  commence  on  the  lirst  of  Seplombcr,  and  continue 
until  the  first  of  March,  under  the  diieciiou  of  Dr.  .lames  E.  Garretsou, 
who  has  for  several  years  past  been  coumcted  with  the  Schools  as  An- 

atomical and  Surgical  Demonstrator. 
The  resources  for  conducting  the  course  on  Practical  Anatomy,  remain 

unchanged,  and  are  in  every  way  equal  to  those  of  any  other  institution 
in  the  country. 

The  Dissecting  apartments  are  well  ventilated  and  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  j:as,  water  and  material. 

The  Lecture  rooms  are  well  arianired  for  purposes  of  demonstration, 
wud  the  museum  provided  with  every  thing  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
subjects  of  lecture. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  open  from  S  A.  M.,  until  10  P.  M.,  and 
demonstrators  will  be  present  to  direct  and  supervise  the  duties  of  the 
students. 

LecturtS. — A  full  course  of  Lectures  on  Hninan  Anatomy  will  be  de- 
livered in  the  evenings  at  snel.  li.>ur>  as  M-ill  not  coullict  with  the  Col- 

let'e  instruct  ons,  conunouch:g  Oetober  liith. Ceriiticate ;  of  attendance  furnished  to  such  as  desire. 
The  College  allows  the  Students  to  take  the  dissecting  ticket  where  he 

pleases. 
Fee  for  th  i  Course,  $10. 

JAS.  E.  GARKETSON,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 
Kesidence,  laS?  Chestnut  Street. 

Snrgii.  d  Department. — The  Winter  Course  on  Practical  Surgery  will cominouce  early  in  October,  and  continue  until  the  last  of  February. 
Lrctui-ds. — These  will  embrace  the  subjects  of  Bandaging,  Treatment of  Fractures,  Surgical  Anatomy,  and  the  various  operations  in  Surgery. 
The  Practical  part  of  the  course  will  consist  in  arranging  the  class 

into  sections  of  five,  atfordicg  everyone  an  opportunity  to  repeat  all  the 
dressings  and  operations. 

The  Cadaver  and  all  necessary  instruments  furnished  without  addi- 
tional charge. 

Fee  for  the  wholf  '     ;  L^ctiin^'s  alone,  $10. Special  Course  —  -  p.i>t  ■  uiamer,  private  operating  apart- 
nu-uts  have  been  i-  n  o  ̂ choiil,  iu  wliich  Fhysiciaus  wlio  may 
desire  to  review  and  relre>h  tlieir  surgical  studies,  can  have  private  in- 

struction^ on  the  above  subjects,  in  a  couipmatively  brief  period. 
Fee  for  the  Course,  $40. 

D.  HAYES  AG  NEW,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 
Eesideuce,  No.  16  ̂ ?orth  Eleventh  Street. 

Demonstrators : 
I).  \V.  KICnARPSON,  M.  D., 
KOBEKT  M.  GIRVIN,  xM.  D., 
^^  M.  W.  KEEN,  JI.  D.  356 

^   NEW  INHALER. 
The  attention  of  the  profession  is  called  to  my  new  instrument  for 

Inhaling  etherized  fluids  in  pulmonary  diseases. 
This  inhaler  differs  from  any  other  in  operation,  and  is  considered  by 

^'"od  autliorities  the  most  perfect  instrument  of  that  kind.  It  has,  bc- 
-  dc-h  olh.;r  advantages,  valves  Ity  means  of  which  a  full  collapse  of  the 
iunjjs  irt  allowed  in  breathing  out,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  the 
-ds  ihn.s  expelled  from  coming  lu  contact  with  the  fluid  in  the  medicine 
chamber. 

Dewriptive  catalogues  will  be  sent  to  the  profession  by  application. 
HoMpital  phyKicians  may  send  for  sample  instruments,  and  will  have 

them  foi*wardcd  gratis. 
IleferenceH  of  the  most  prominent  New  York  physicians  can  bo  fur- 

niHbed. 
G.  BASTIAN, 

83j  Broadway,  cor.  i:3lh  Street,  New  York. 
.•J57— .3m  Front  OfBce,  up  Stairs. 
LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'B  PHYBICIANS'  VISIT- ING  Ll.ST  FOU  iM4.  READY. 
I'r  "■,  pr«-parcd  for  Z'l  patieats  wcfkly,  jilain   $0  G'.i "     2.<       "  iurk-<   1  00 

"     .V)       "  "         plain    7.-, 
"      -VJ       "  "        tuckH   1  2.'> 
"    1""       *'  "  "    2  00 

*•  "    l<)<)      "         "        in  two  voIh.,  Jan.  to  Juno, July  to  Die.   2  .00 
THE  INTERLEAVED  EDITION. 

For  W  patlftnt*  weekly,  cloth   $0  T-O 
2.'>      "         "       luck*  with  pocket   1  2'> "    50       "  Cloth   1  00 
.V»       "  "       liickH  with  pocket   1  ;0O 

T*  '       '    ■'ht'rn  have  made  *ome  Improvernentd  to  Ihfir  "  ViHlting c.ining  y<-ar,  which  llicy  hopo  w  ill  Htill  lurlher  iucrcaMfl .'•  M«dirHl  I'rolfxnioD. 
(        -  v.  ,1  ho  -(-nl  by  rnail,  Ir^-c  of  pontaj^e.  by  the  Publisher  of 

the  K>  port  -r,  iij>'»ii  r<T<ript  r<f  ilu-  pricon  ax  .ibovo. 
vBe.  alao  tuu  <Jomii<ULatiOiui  in  another  place.)    3.>7— tf 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUK- GERY. 
THE  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  1863—64. 

FACULTY: 
J.  D.  WHITE,  D.  D.  S., 

Emeritixs  Professor. 
T.  L.  BUCKINGHAM,  D.  D  S., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Metallurgy^ 

C.  N.  PMRCE,  D.  D.  S.,  " Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  WILDJIAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
G.  T.  BARKER,  D.  D.  S., 

Professor  of  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  S.  FO'iBES,  M,  D.,  D.  D.  S., Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
JAMES  TRUMAN,  D.  D.  S., 

Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
E.  N.  BAPuEl',  D.  D.  S., Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

The  regular  Course  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
and  continue  until  the  first  of  March  ensuing. 

During  October  the  Laboiatory  will  be  open,  and  a  Clinical  Lecture 
delivered  every  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  Professors,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. The  most  ample  facilities  are  furijished  for  a  thorough  course  of  prac- tical instruction 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  Demenstrators'  Tickets  included,  $100.  Matri- 
culation Fee,  $0.    Diploma  Fee,  $'>0. For  further  information,  address C.  N.  PEIRCE,  Dean, 

319-Pm.  501  N.  Seventh  St.,  Philadelphia. 
PHILADELPHIA    DENTAL    COLLEGE. — PIKST ANNUAL  SESSION,  1S63-64. FACULTY. 
C.  A.  Kingsbury,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Opera- tive Dentistry. 
Thos.  Wardle,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  and  Metal- 

lurgy. 

J.  H.  McQuiLLEN,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hy- 

giene. J.  Foster  Flagg,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Dentistry. 
Henry  Mouton,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
Geo.  W.  Ellis,  D.D.S.,  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry. 
Wm.  Gorges,  D.D.S.,  Demonstr.itor  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 

Tlte  Dispensary  and  Laboratory  of  the  College  will  be  open,  and  pre- 
liminary lectures  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  Professors,  every  day 

during  the  mouth  of  October;  the  lecture  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
at  3  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  be  devoted  to  Clinical  teaching.  The  regular Course  of  Instruction  Avill  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
and  continue  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  February. 

The  Lectures  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  the  extensive  and  valuahU 
collections  of  Anatomical,  i'athcdogical  and  Miueralogical  specimens, 
and  tlie  J^hilosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  of  the  incumbents  of  the various  Chairs,  aud  every  opportunity  will  be  atforded  in  the  Clinic  and 
Laboratory  for  obtaining  a  j^rctciica^  knowledge  of  Opex'ative  and  Me- dia uical  Dentistry. 

FEiis. — Matriculation  (paid  but  once\  $5  ;  Tickets  for  the  Course,  Iq- 
clndiug  the  Demonstrators',  $100;  Diploma,  ;f30. For  further  particulars,  address 

J.  H.  McQUILLEN,  Dean, 
347-6m  1112  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia. 

COMMUTATIONS.— The  loUowing  works  will  be  fur- nished at  the  reduced  rates  indicated,  to  subscribers  who  pay  the full  amount  in  advance  :  Price  of  both separately. 
The  Reporter  and  the  London  Lancet,  (republished 

moutlily)  $6  00      $8  00 
"  and   iloiiil)ur;^er's  Journal  of  Optlial- 

moUxjji,  (l>i-in>)n(lily)   4  50        6  00 
"  "         and    Brailkwaite's    Retrospect,  (semi- annua,l)  5  00        6  60 
"  "  and  Von  Dubeu's  Microscopial  Diagnosis,  3  60        4  00 
"  "  and  Pliysicia,ns'  llaiid-i>o.  k  of  Piactice 

for  iMil.  Towiis<'i)d,  N.  Y.  The  iiamo 
stamped  oil  (lick  in  ,^ilt  letters    3  83        4  25 

"  "  and  l>iii(ls:iy  and  l^lackiston's  Visiting 
List,  1  si;  1  -  :i,  p^u  i(Mils,  tucks— tbe  uamo 
  Btaiii]n'd  on  lu(;k  in  gilt  letters   3  70  4^ 

QURGICAL  &  ORTHOP^DICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
O  ARTJF1(;1aL  limbs,  etc.- D.  W.  KOLBE,  3i  and  34  South  Ninth 
Street,  next  door  to  the  University  ot  Penri'a,  Philadelphia,  mauufac- 
luroH  to  oi(l(M-  and  k(!eps  constantly  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  only  of  tho  best  quality  and  most  approved 
pattern.  Attention  is  called  to  his  ORTUOPyE  DK)  A  L  I  NOSTRUM  EN  TS. 
Many  years  of  indefatigable  labor  and  extensive  experience  has  earned 
liiin  the  patronage  of  our  most  eminent  surgeons,  and  of  the  public  in 
>;enoral.  He  does  not  h(!silato  to  say,  tlial  no  establishment  in  this 
country  or  abioad  has  attained  to  such  perfection  in  this  important  de- 

partment. JliH  AR'l'JFI(;iAL  LIMLJS  are  made  in  strict  accordance witli  anatomical  facts,  and  their  construction  is  entirely  different, 
ligliter,  and  yet  more  durable,  than  any  others.  For  further  informa- 

tion, addrt'MH  the  matiufaciuror.  Army  and  Navy  Officers,  Hospitals, 
and  the  trade  lu  general,  Kupj;lied  on  reasonable  terms.  Orders  by  mail 
pnnnpll]/  jUlf'.d. liuyuKUAuus: — All  the  eminent  sargeons  of  tbiu  city.  S37 
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Communications. 

A  KOVEL  FORM  OF  DISLOCATIOISr  OF  THE 

FEMUR  REDUCED  BY  MANIPULATIOIQ"— ALSO  A  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  FEMUR 
OP  SIX  WEEKS  STANDmG  REDUCED  BY 
DR.  REID'S  METHOD. 

By  John  Swinburne,  M.  D., 
Of  Albany,  N.  Y, 

To  the  student  and  tlie  profession,  dislocations 
are  formidable  and  important  accidents,  and  call 
for  much  courage  and  perseverance  to  dispose  of 
rare  cases  satisfactorily,  since  if  he  fail  in  the  at- 

tempt, disgrace  follows,  while  if  success  crowns 
his  efforts  his  reputation  is  materially  advanced. 
Surgery,  unlike  medicine,  is  a  positive  and  tan- 

gible science,  and  surgeons,  like  physicians,  are 
judged  by  the  success  attending  upon  their  efforts. 
In  surgery,  however,  unlike  medicine,  all  defects 
as  well  as  all  successes  remain  as  a  living  witness, 

alid  hence  the  desire  on  the  surgeon's  part  to  be 
always  successful.  If  any  members  of  our  pro^ 
fession  were  to  have  slept  for  the  last  twenty  years 
after  the  -manner  of  old  Rip  Van  Winkle,  they 
would  not  recognize  their  former  selves  (^profes- 

sionally), and  in  no  branch  of  the  profession  would 
this  have  been  more  apparent  than  in  the  treatment 
of  dislocation  of  the  femur  by  manipulation. 

To  Dr.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  are  we  in- 
debted for  demonstrating  fully  the  laws  which 

govern  this  reduction.  He  has  given  full  direc- 
tion for  the  reduction  of  all  the  ordinary  forms 

of  dislocations  of  the  hip.  Professor  Nathan 

Smith,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  (see  Smith's  Surgical 
papers  J),  some  years  since  demonstrated  the  feasi- 

bility of  this  operation,  but  reports  only  one  case 
of  reduction,  while  the  rules  of  reduction  were  such 
as  to  render  the  operation  doubtful  by  them.  To 
my  mind  his  paper  wanted  much  to  make  it  prac- 

tical, and  for  that  and  other  reasons  the  profession 
have  not  profited  by  his  knowledge  and  experience. 
It  therefore  devolved  upon  Dr.  Reid  to  point  out 
the  precise  mode  in  which  all  ordinary  forms  of 
hip  joint  dislocations  can  be  reduced  by  manipu- 

lation. Since  the  reading  of  the  paper  of  Dr.  Reid, 

I  have  adopted  his  method,  and  have  never  failed 
in  the  reduction  of  a  single  case.  This  I  deem 
more  worthy  of  note,  since  his  mode  of  reduction 
is  equally  applicable  to  either  of  the  ordinary  forms 
of  dislocation.  This  fact  I  have  repeatedly  demon- 

strated. It  is  also  applicable  to  old  standing  dis- 
locations, as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  report  of 

a  case  in  point. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  anomalous  case  herein- 

after reported  did  not  come  fully  within  the  gen- 
eral rule  as  laid  down  by  Reid,  still  without  the 

knowledge  of  his  rules  and  mode  of  manipulation, 
I  should  have  failed  in  the  reduction,  as  will  be 
apparent  as  we  proceed. 

To  Dr.  Bailey,  of  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  the  attending 
physician,  1  am  indebted  for  the  following  history. 
Mr.  L  ,  aged  about  forty  years,  of  tolerably 
good  constitution,  a  farmer  by  profession,  had  left 
a  heavily  loaded  ox  cart  with  the  tongue  supported 
about  2|-  feet  from  the  ground,  upon  a  stake  or 
piece  of  barrel ;  subsequently  wishing  to  lower  the 
tongue  to  the  ground,  he  knelt  on  his  left  knee, 
his  right  foot  resting  on  the  ground,  the  femur 
representing  a  horizontal  plane  upon  which  the 
tongue  was  to  be  eased  or  lowered,  and  thence 
gradually  to  the  ground.  The  great  weight  of  the 
load  was  suddenly  transmitted  to  the  thigh  through 
the  tongue,  and  coming  in  contact  with  it  near  the 
body,  and  acting  upon  the  hip  joint  as  a  lever  of 
the  third  kind,  driving  the  head  of  the  femur  di- 

rectly downward  over  the  side  of  the  pelvis  and 
tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  and  lodging  near  the 
anus  and  below  the  pelvis.  Here  the  head  could 
be  plainly  felt,  the  femur  was  semiflexed  upon  the 
pelvis  and  strongly  abducted,  so  that  abduction 

was  impossible.  Attempts  at  reduction  by  Jarvis's 
adjuster  proved  unavailing,  as  would  pullying, 
which  however  was  not  tried,  since  the  force  thus 
applied  would  have  served  only  to  fasten  the  head 
of  the  femur  already  inside  the  pelvis  more  firmly. 
The  Reid  method  per  se  being  adduction,  semicircu- 

lar motion,  flexion,  rotation,  etc.,  would  be  inad- 
missible, since  adduction  could  not  be  performed 

in  this  dislocation  without  doing  violence  to  the 

soft  parts. 
I  saw  the  case  about  twenty-four  hours  after  the 

accident,  and  found  the  parts  much  swollen  and 
otherwise  in  the  condition  previously  described.  1 
was  unable  to  abduct  or  extend  materially.  Pully- 
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given.  The  reduction  therefore  resolved  itself  into 
abduction,  flexion,  rotation,  etc.,  until  the  bone 
was  dislodged  from  its  confined  position,  after 
which  the  semicircular  sweep  combined  with  ro- 

tation and  swaying,  effected  complete  reduction. 
The  patient  Cbeing  fully  under  the  influence  of 

ful  case,  we  would  do  the  best  we  could  to  reduce 
it.  The  reduction  was  effected  in  the  consultation 

room  of  my  office,  in  the  presence  of  several  phy- 
sicians and  medical  students,  who  administered 

chloroform  and  assisted  me  in  the  management 
and  manipulation  of  the  case.  The  ordinary  move- 

ments as  detailed  by  Dr.  Reid  in  the  transactions 
chloroform)  was  placed  on  his  back.  Drs.  Bailey  ;  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  MrLL  fixed  the  pelvis.  The  leg  was  first  flexed  were  resorted  to.  The  reduction  was  completed  in 

on  the  thigh,  the  thigh  still  more  strongly  ab-  j  about  thirty  minutes  with  much  effort  but  without 
ducted  and  flexed  and  then  made  to  describe  a  |  any  audible  or  perceptible  noise,  and  I  presume 
semicircle  outward  instead  of  inward,  (as  is  or-  !  this,  was  due  to  the  adventitious  deposit  in  the 
dinarily  done  by  the  Rf.id  method  for  ordinary  dis-  ;  acetabulum.  He  was  sent  to  the  City  Hospital.* 
locations)  until  the  limb  was  nearly  on  a  line  with  Some  considerable  inflammation  followed,  which 
the  body,  when  the  flexion  was  increased  so  that  !  continued  for  a  few  days.  Eighteen  days  after  the 
the  thigh  was  made  to  nearly  touch  the  abdomen,  reduction  he  was  discharged  with  perfect  use  of  the 
where  by  dint  of  rocking  and  swaying  to  and  fro,  limb.  Two  years  after  this  I  saw  him  in  Saratoga, 
the  head  of  the  femur  slid  back  into  the  acetabulum   when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  never  experi- 
with  an  audible  snap.  The  whole  operation  occu- 

pied about  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.  In  this  re- 
duction the  head  of  the  femur  described  the  seg- 

ment of  a  circle,  starting  at  the  posterior  and 
internal  border  of  the  tuber  ischii  and  passing 
along  its  inner  side  to  the  ramus  of  the  ischium 
and  pubis  where  it  emerged  from  the  pelvis,  and 
mounted  outside  of  the  pelvis,  passing  over  the 
obturator  foramen  and  thence  into  the  acetabulum. 

Six  weeks  after  the  reduction,  the  family  phy- 
sician, Dr.  Bailey,  writes  me  that  the  patient  was 

well  and  walkin 

perceptible  halt. 
M.  M.,  aged  36,  Irish,  aj^plied  to  me,  September 

26,  1555,  for  thepurjjose  of  having  his  hip  reduced, 
which  he  stated  had  been  out  six  weeks.  He  gave 
me  his  history,  of  which  the  following  is  the  sub- 

stance. While  at  work  on  the  railroad  near  Sara- 
toga Spa,  he  was  thrown  from  a  hand-car  which 

was  in  motion  on  the  track.  It  struck  him  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  bend  his  thigh  upon  the  abdomen, 
forcing  the  head  of  the  bone  backward  into  the 
sciatic  notch.  His  surgeons  attempted  reduction 
by  manipulation  after  the  Reid  method  for  half  an 
hour,  but  failed  to  reduce  it.  Three  weeks  subse- 

quent to  this,  when  he  was  able  to  crawl  about  on 

liis  crutches,  other  surgeons  tried  Jauvis's  Ad- 

enced  any  trouble  from  the  dislocation  after  leaving 
the  hospital. 

MEDICAL  FRAGMENTS. 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 
Of  Enoii  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 

A  Case  of  Rickets. 

This  disorder  is  one  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  childhood.    It  usually  manifests  itself  between 
the  first  and  second  year,  or  rather  about  the  time 

with  ease  and  with  scarcely  a  |  tbe  child  makes  its  first  attempts  at  walking.  Its 
j  lower  limbs  are  unable  to  bear  the  pressure  of  the 
head  and  trunk  upon  them.  Its  cardinal  patho- 

logical feature  is  a  deficiency  of  earthy  matter  in 
the  bones,  which  is  evidently  the  result  of  a  wa:^t 
of  osseous  matter  in  the  blood.  In  this  respect  tAe 
bones  are  not  properly  nourished ;  cartilaginous 
and  gelatinous  constituents  abound  in  them,  and 
the  skeleton,  the  groat  frame-work  of  the  body,  is 
not  able  to  sustain  the  superincumbent  structure. 

In  very  bad  cases  of  this  malady,  we  will  find 
contortions  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  spine, 
the  thorax  the  head,  and  the  upper  and  lower  ex- 

tremities. The  stature  of  children  affected  with 
the  disorder  is  commonly  short ;  the  head  is  large 
and  tlie  forehead  protuberant ;  the  face  remark- 

juster  for  three  liours  and  failed.  Some  time  after  '  ably  triangular,  with  a  very  sharp,  peaked  chin, 
the  receipt  of  the  injury  the  senior  surgeon  of  this 
city  saw  the  case  and  advised  non-interference. 
He  was  again  consulted  the  day  before  its  final 
reduction,  and  again  repeated  his  advice  of  non- 

interference, and  that  he  should  cover  the  limb  with 
woohin,  keep  it  warm,  and  try  and  overcome  the 
neuralgic  pain.  Upon  careful  examination  I  found 
considerable  swelling  of  the  limb,  and  great  ten- 
dcrn<^sfl  of  the  sciatic  nerve,  owing  to  the  pressure 
of  the  bone  again.st  the  sciatic  flexus.  Efforts  to 
work  gave  great  pain,  as  did  also  rotation  and 
flexion.  I  a.<isured  him  that  though  it  was  a  doubt- 

and  projecting  teeth  ;  the  chest  narrow  and  prom- 
inent in  front,  constituting  what  has  been  called 

by  some  writers  pigeon  breasted.  This  particular 
form  of  the  chest,  in  the  absence  of  any  catarrhal 
or  bronchial  difficulty,  we  regard  as  highly  char- 

acteristic of  the  rickety  diathesis.  We  occasion- 
ally meet  with  this  malforma-tion  of  the  chest  in  a 

child,  while  the  form  of  every  other  part  of  its 
body  is  perfect.  This  was  the  condition  of  the 
little  patient  whose  case  I  am  now  about  to  record. 

*The  history  of  thiscaHe  will  be  found  in  the  Albany  City 
Uo.-jpital  liecord,  as  Surgical  case  2Gi, 
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About  a  year  since,  I  was  invited  to  see  a  little 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  S  ,  aged  four  years. 
She  was  of  the  marked  nervo-bilious  temperament 
— black  hair,  dark  eyes,  sallow  complexion,  a 
beautiful  and  expressive  countenance,  and  a  well 
balanced  brain.  Her  father  and  mother  were  of 
the  same  temperament,  large  and  well  formed 
persons,  and  have  always  enjoyed  good  health.  I 
was  informed  by  her  mother  that  she  had  passed 
through  the  period  of  infancy  without  any  special 
malady,  and  up  to  the  time  of  my  visit  her  health 
had  been  uniformly  good.  She  is  as  large  as  little 
girls  of  her  age,  and  her  parents  think  that  she 
would  be-all  right  if  she  could  walk,  which  she 
has  never  been  able  to  do.  Several  physicians  have 
been  consulted,  various  opinions  have  been  given, 
and  a  multiplicity  of  means  recommended  and  em- 

ployed to  remedy  the  defect,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
On  examining  the  spine,  pelvis,  and  lower  ex- 

tremities, I  could  discover  no  deficiency  either  in 
their  form  or  size,  and  from  their  general  appear- 

ance there  was  nothing  to  infer  the  existence  of 
rickets.  On  ins^pecting  the  chest,  one  of  her 
shoulders  appeared  larger  than  the  other,  and  the 
muscles  of  the  back  felt  unusually  soft  and  thin. 
In  front  the  ribs  were  much  more  yielding  than 
natural,  and  were  thrust  forward  in  such  a  re- 

markable manner  from  the  second  to  the  seventh, 
that  the  true  character  of  the  disorder  could  not 

be  mistaken  by  any  one  acquainted  with  its  diag- 
nosis. Although  the  chief  difficulty  appeared  to 

be  a  want  of  muscular  ability  in  the  lower  extrem- 
ities, rendering  the  child  uoable  to  walk,  or  even 

support  the  erect  posture  without  aid,  yet  there 
was  evidently  a  rickety  condition  of  all  the  bones 
of  the  skeleton,  the  pigeon  breast  furnishing  a  direct 
clue  to  the  true  difficulty. 

In  treating  this  disorder,  the  chief  indication,  is 
to  improve  the  general  condition  of  the  system, 
and  promote  a  more  active  nutrition  of  the  bones 
in  particular.  The  only  therapeutical  agent  em- 

ployed in  this  case  was  Dr.  Chukchill's  hijpophos- 
phite  of  lime.  This  was  given  in  teaspoonful  doses 
three  times  a  day  for  more  than  six  months,  when 
the  rickety  condition  of  the  system  was  entirely 
overcome.  And  at  the  present  writing  my  little 
patient  appears  to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  most 
perfect  health,  erect,  straight  as  an  arrow  and 
nimble  as  a  deer,  and  the  only  remaining  sign  of 
the  disease  is  the  pigeon  breast ;  this,  however,  is 
not  so  prominent  as  at  first,  and  does  not  constitute 

'  a  marked  deformity.  I  regard  the  hypophosphite 
of  lime  a  very  valuable  therapeutical  agent  in  this 
condition  of  the  system.  It  should  be  given  as 
soon  as  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  mani- 

fested, and  continued  as  long  as  a  single  vestige 
of  the  disorder  remains.  Where  the  malady  has 
made  some  progress  it  will  sometimes  have  to  be 

administered  a  long  time  before  any  benefit  will  be 
experienced.  In  one  case  I  persisted  in  its  use  for 
four  months  before  any  amendment  was  discovered, 
after  this  the  patient  improved  rapidly. 

The  case  which  has  just  been  described  was  not 
regarded  as  rickets  by  any  of  the  physicians  who 
had  examined  her.  They  all  overlooked  the  con- 

stitutional malady  and  addressed  their  remedies  to 
the  local  trouble,  thus  furnishing  us  with  another 
marked  example  of  the  importance  of  a  correct 
diagnosis  in  the  treatment  of  the  various  maladies 
which  afflict  mankind.  Local  remedies  will  never 
cure  a  constitutional  disease,  and  as  a  vast  number 
of  symptoms  and  physical  signs  are  but  the  local 
expressions  of  a  constitutional  malady,  we  cannot 
always  interpret  disease  correctly  if  we  suffer  our 
minds  to  be  exclusively  occupied  by  one  or  the 
other.  We  must  take  them  all,  conjointly  and 
individually,  trace  out  their  connection,  and  show 
the  relation  which  each  one  has  to  the  whole.  In 
this  way  our  diagnosis  will  be  more  than  a  con- 

jecture, and  our  treatment  more  than  an  experi- 
ment. 

How  far  the  pigeon-breasted  thorax  may  be  re- 
lied upon  as  a  sign  of  the  rickety  diathesis,  every 

practitioner  must  determine  for  himself.  To  dis- 
tinguish this  form  of  the  breast  from  the  pigeon 

breast  of  catarrh  or  bronchitis,  is,  I  am  aware,  not 
always  an  easy  matter ;  but  if  proper  care  be  ex- 

ercised there  is  no  necessity  for  a  mistake  in  our 
diagnosis.  All  that  is  requisite  .for  us  to  keep  in 
view  on  this  point  is,  that  in  the  pigeon  breast 
from  rickets,  all  the  ribs  are  softened,  hence  the 
deformity  includes  all  of  them,  and  extends  from 
its  base  to  its  apex.  In  the  pigeon  breast  from 
bronchitis  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax  is  flattened 
from  before  backward,  it  is  only  the  lower  end  of 
the  sternum  which  is  thrust  foi'ward.  The  little 
patient  is  pigeon-breasted,  but  it  is  only  pigeon- 
breasted  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  chest. 

[To  be  ci  ntinued.] 

Advice  to  Medical  Students. 
Next  to  a  knowledge  of  the  profession,  or  even 

before  it,  the  way  to  succeed  in  medicine  is  to  posses*^ 
a  knowledge  of  human  nature.  That  is  to  be  got  by 
living  in  public  ;  by  incessantly  mixing  with  your 
fellow-creatures,  watching  their  peculiarities,  imitat- 

ing their  excellencies,  avoiding  their  foibles,  and  be- 
having yourself  with  truthfulness,  frankness,  gener- 

osity and  plain  dealing.  Shy  men  do  not  get  on  well 
in  the  world,  nor  do  absent  men,  hor  do  people  with 
a  reserved  and  distracted  air,  nor  slow,  awkward 
men,  nor  people  who  hedge,  and  trim,  and  potter, 
and  never  give  a  plain  answer  to  a  plain  question, 
and  never  seem  able  to  form  a  positive  oinnion  and 
stick  to  it.  But  the  sovereign  cure  for  all  these  in- 

firmities is  the  course  we  recommend.  Verify  all 
facts  by  your  own  senses  ;  never  he  a  mere  book- 

worm, and  never  prefer  solitude  to  good  society. — Loudo7t  3£cdicul  Times  and  Gazette, 
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Philadelphia  Hospital, 'Nov.,  1863. 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Dr.  D.  Hayes  Agnew. 

Reported  by  Drs.  Ruve  and  Fa-d, 
Talipes  or  Club-foot. 

This  is  a  very  common  afl'cction,  but  often  a  very 
grave  one,  creating  deformity  for  life  if  not  judi- 

ciously treated,  and  at  the  proper  time,  which  is  in 
infancy  or  early  childhood. 

The  foot  generally  assumes  one  of  five  positions, 
viz.  :  First,  Pes  Equinus,  or  that  in  which  tlie  heel  is 
drawn  up  by  the  contraction  of  the  gastrocnemius 
and  soleus  muscles  acting  upon  the  tendo  Achillis. 
This  deformity  is  the  most  common^  and  is  generally 
complicated  with  some  of  the  other  varieties.  Se- 

cond, Fes  Calcaneus,  in  which  the  toes,  instead  of 
the  heel,  are  drawn  up  by  the  flexors  of  the  foot  and 
extensors  of  the  toes.  Third,  Varus,  or  that  in  which 
the  toes  are  drawn  inward  by  the  contraction  of  the 
adductor  muscles;  it  is  nearly  always  complicated 
with  Pes  Equinus.  Fourth,  Vah/us,  the  reverse  of 
Varus,  as  the  toes  are  turned  outward;  the  muscles 
contracted  in  this  variety  are  antagonistic  to  those 
in  Varus,  being  the  peroneus.  Fifth,  Fes  Talm  or 
Plantaris,  in  which  the  patient  walks  upon  the  dor- 

sal surface  of  the  toes  and  metatarsal  bones  ;  this  is 
by  far  the  rarest  form  of  the  deformity.  The  real 
cause  of  these  deformities  is  a  mooted  point,  most 
probably  it  is  to  be  found  in  some  peculiarity  of  the 
nerve  endowments  of  certain  groups  of  muscles. 

Cnf^e. — This  boy,  aged  eight  years,  is  a  very  fine 
illustration  of  the  variety  Pes  Equinus.  The  case  is 
quite  remarkable  in  some  respects.  First,  you  will 
notice  that  the  feet  are  as  large  as  you  would  expect 
to  see  them  in  one  of  his  age ;  this  is  very  uncom- 

mon, for,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  feet  are 
much  smaller  and  the  bones  are  imperfectly  de- 

veloped ;  but  in  this  example  the  feet  are  perfect, 
except  the  deformity  mentioned,  this  not  being  con- 

joined with  varus,  as  is  usually  the  case. 
In  children  you  may  commence  the  treatment  as. 

early  as  the  eighth  or  twelfth  week,  and  unless  the 
distortion  is  great,  it  may  be  corrected  by  the  shoe, 
without  using  the  knife,  care  being  always  observed 
to  prevent  the  skin  becoming  chaffed  by  pressure, 
usinjr,  with  this  view,  cold  bathing,  friction  with  a 
flannel  cloth,  or  soap  liniment. 

The  tendon  at  fault  in  the  present  case,  is  the  tendo 
Achillis,  and  the  operation  is  performed  by  extending 
the  foot,  picking  up  the  skin  over  the  tendon,  mak- 

ing a  small  puncture,  and  inserting,  flatwise,  a  blunt 
pointed  tenotome  Ijetwecn  it  and  the  tendon  ;  then 
turning  the  edge  against  the  tendon,  and  )jy  pressing 
the  instrument  and  forcibly  flexing  the  foot,  the 
stricture  will  be  divided  with  a  snap.  The  foot  is 
now  io  Ijc  ff)rccd  into  its  proper  shape  and  retained 
there,  whicli  latter  indication  is  very  nicely  carried 
out  by  an  ingenious  instrument  prepared  by  Mr. 
KoLiiK,  by  which  the  heel  can  be  brought  down  to 
any  extent,  the  toes  being  elevated  at  the  same  time. 
This  iiifitrunxint  should  not  he  reinf)V(!d  for  at  least 
three  days  after  IjciMtr  adjusted,  unless  tliere  sliould 
be  great  pain  and  swelling.  A  roller  sliould  first  be 
apyjlied  to  jfrotect  the  i<artE^  from  pressure  and  pre- 

vent swelling. 
Soifie  surgeons  prefer  tl)c  old  method  of  letting 

the  foot  remain  at  rest  for  two  or  three  days  after  the 
tendons  arc  divided,  until  reparative  niaterial  to 
some  extent  has  been  formed ;  tlic  heel  is  then 
broutrht  down  very  gradually,  only  three  or  four 
lines  daily.    Others  prefer  to  bring  it  down  at  once 

and  retain  it  there,  for  union  will  take  place  though 
the  divided  ends  be  some  distance  apart,  and  no 
more  inflammation  will  be  created  by  this  mode  of 
procedure  than  by  the  other. 

The  time  required  for  a  cure  varies  very  much. 
The  patient  should  always  wear  the  instrument  for 
several  mouths,  and  after  that  time  a  stiff  shoe  or 
boot  for  some  years,  for  there  is  a  tendency  to  the 
reproduction  of  the  deformity  for  a  long  time. 
Encephaloid  of  the  Testicle  and  Its  Excision. 
Encephaloid  of  the  testicle  is  not  an  unfrequent 

disease  ;  like  scirrhus  of  the  testicle,  it  is  malignant. 
The  symptoms  of  the  two  diseases  are  very  different. 
Encephaloid  of  the  testicle  is  soft  and  elastic,  grows 
rapidly,  and  may  attain  a  great  bulk.  The  pain  is 
slight  at  first,  but  becomes  severe  as  the  disease  pro- 

gresses. There  is  enlargement  of  the  subcutaneous 
veins.  This  disease  occm's  at  all  periods  of  life, 
though  principally  in  young  persons,  and  will  prove 
fatal  in  a  period  varying,  on  an  average,  from  nine months  to  one  year. 

Scirrhus  of  the  testicle  is  hard,  inelastic,  of  slow 
growth,  and  never  becomes  large.  The  pain  exists 
from  the  beginning,  and  is  sharp,  deep-seated,  and 
lancinating.  There  is  no  enlargement  of  the  subcu- 

taneous veins.  It  always  occurs  in  advanced  life, 
and  is  extremely  unfrequent.  The  following  case  is illustrative : 

F.  S.,  aged  fortj^-two  years,  was  before  the  class October  31st,  on  account  of  encephaloid  disease  of 
the  right  testis.  A' out  seven  weeks  from  this  date his  left  testis  was  removed  on  account  of  similar 
disease.  Four  weeks  after  the  operation,  when  the 
parts  had  healed,  the  remaining  organ  began  to 
attract  his  attention,  on  ace'ount  of  an  uneasiness 
which  he  felt  there.  It  was  painful, — the  pain  shoot- 

ing up  from  the  testicle  in  the  direction  of  the  sper- 
matic cord — enlarged,  somewhat  elastic,  and  rapidly 

increased  in  size.  A  lotion  of  lead-water  and  opium 
Avas  applied  up  to  the  31st  of  October,  when  exci- 

'  sion  ,of  the  organ  was  performed.  The  parts  were 
grasped  with  the  left  hand  so  as  to  make  the  skin 
tense,  and  a  straight  incision  was  made  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  testicle  to  its  lower  extremity.  The 
spermatic  cord  was  then  detached  from  the  sur- 

rounding structures,  its  vessels  ligated,  and  then 
detached.  Other  small  vessels  may  require  the  liga- 

ture, but  in  this  case  it  was  useless.  The  ligature 
was  brought  out  the  upper  end  of  the  wound,  which 
was  closed  with  several  interrupted  silver-wire 
sutures.  Cold-water  dressings  were  applied  imtil 
suppuration  commenced,  Avhen  they  were  discon- 

tinued and  warm-Avater  dressiugs  sul)stituted.  The 
patient  was  then  put  on  tonics  and  generous  diet. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  after  the  operation  the  ligature 
came  away,  and  the  parts  rapidly  lualcd.  The  case 
progressed  satisfactorily,  Avithout  any  adverse  symp- 

toms, and  is  uoav  nearly  avcU.  The  patient  has  had 
no  sensual  desires  and  no  erection  of  the  penis  since 
the  opei-atiou.  The  only  plan  of  treatment  in  such 
cases,  is  pnnnpt  removal  as  soon  as  the  character  of 
the  case  is  fully  ascertained. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  ") 
Nove7nber  28,  1863.  j 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 

Reported  by  Dr.  J.  Gcrdcn  Maxwell. 
Staphyloma  of  the  Cornea. 

C.  L.,  four  years  of  age,  an  intelligent  little  child 
whose  vision  Avas  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  spher- 

ical staphyloma  of  both  cornea;. 
In  conimenting  upon  the  case,  Professor  Gross 

remarked  :  The  immediate  cause  of  staphyloma  is  a 
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weakened  and  attenuated  condition  of  the  cornea, 
especially  of  its  central  portion,  from  inflammatory 
action,  thus  rendering  it  incapable  of  resisting  the 
aqueous  fluid.  The  cornea  soon  becomes  opaque, 
tough,  hard  and  thickened.  As  these  changes  pro- 

gress, the  membrane  gradually  projects  beyond  the, 
lids,  descending  toward  the  cheek,  as  noticed  in  the 
present  case.  Vision  is  always  greatly  impaired,  and 
frequently  completely  destroyed.  In  the  incipient 
stage,  a  general  antiphlogistic  course  will  some- times be  of  service,  if  not  in  permanently  arresting  the 
disease,  at  all  events  in  staying  for  a  time  its  pro- 

gress. In  the  present  case,  however,  these  means 
would  be  out  of  place,  and  the  only  remedy  left  us 
is  excision  of  that  portion  which  projects  beyond  the 
edges  of  the  lids. 
An  assistant  holding  the  child,  the  Professor 

seized  the  apex  of  the  tumor  with  a  tenaculum  and 
removed  the  projecting  portions  of  both  corneie  with 
a  sharp,  narrow  bistoury,  carried  from  alcove  down- 

ward, cutting  off  the  requisite  amount  with  a  single 
sweep,  care  being  taken  not  to  include  too  much 
substance  ;  the  eye  should  collapse  from  the  escape 
of  its  humors.  "  The  lids  were  then  closed  with isinglass  plaster  and  the  child  put  upon  general 
antiphlogistic  treatment  in  a  dark  room,  Avith  the 
head  and  shoulders  properly  elevated. 

Arterio-venous  Aneurism— Aneurismal  Varix. 
Captain  Z.,  thirty  years  of  age,  of  Philadelphia. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  Professor 
Gkoss  was  enabled  to  present  to  the  class  a  beautiful 
illustration  of  this  peculiar  form  of  aneurism.  The 
history  of  the  case  is  as  folloAvs  : 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1862,  at  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  the  captain  was  struck  by  a  round 
musket  ball,  which  entered  diagonally  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  above  the  popliteal  space,  passed  be- 

tween the  femoral  artery  and  vein,  making  a  very 
small  communication  between  them.  The  wound 
healed  kindly,  but  left  an  aneurism.  Upon  the  ex- 

amination at  the  clinic,  no  tumor  was  discoverable, 
but  the  ear  detected  a  peculiar  sawing  sound,  and 
the  hand  a  sensation  like  that  produced  by  the  pur- 

ring of  a  cat.  As  the  captain's  health  was  excel- lent and  he  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  the  aneu- 
rism, Professor  Gross  considered  non-interference  as 

the  proper  course  to  be  pursued. 
He  then  drew  attention  to  the  rarity  of  this  form 

of  aneurism.  He  also  pointed  out  the  marked  dif- 
ference in  the  appearance  of  the  wound  made  by  the 

entrance  and  exit  of  the  ball ;  in  the  present  case, 
the  former,  he  said,  was  remarkably  depressed,  or 
hollow,  whereas  the  latter  was  on  a  level  with  the 
surrounding  surface. 

KTecrosis  of  the  Lower  Jaw  from  Ptyalism. 

P.  H.,  forty-five  years  of  age.  Several  years  pre- 
viously, during  an  attack  of  illness,  large  quantities 

of  mercury  were  injudiciously  administered  to  the 
patient,  which  resulted  in  profuse  ptyalism,  and 
consequently  necrosis  of  the  lower  jaw.  When 
brought  to  the  clinic,  the  right  side  of  the  face  pre- 

sented the  appearance  of  a  large  bony  tumor  with  a 
cicatrice  on  its  under  surface,  from  which  nature 
had  been  endeavoring  to  throw  off  the  dead  bone. 
Upon  opening  the  mouth,  a  portion  of  denuded  bone 
about  an  inch  and  a  quartei;,in  length  was  seen,  of  a 
whitish  color,  surrounded""  by  diseased  gum,  which not  only  affected  the  mouth  but  also  the  breath.  A 
probe  being  brought  in  contact  with  the  exposed 
bone,  a  peculiar  ringing  sound  was  emitted,  very 
different  from  that  of  healthy  bone.  Six  teeth  were 
loose,  and  were  accordingly  extracted  as  a  prelimi- 

nary step.  The  Professor  then  enlarged  the  sinus 
and  with  the  forceps,  removed  the  necrosed  bone. 

REPORTS.  •  431 

which  extended  through  the  alveolar  process  down 
to  the  body  of  the  jaw;  the  canal  was  then  washed 
out  with  the  syringe,  in  order  to  free  it  of  any 
debris  that  might  remain  and  act  as  an  irritant.  The 
after  treatment  consisted  mainly  in  attention  to 
cleanliness  and  the  free  use  of  chlorinated  soda  and 
water,  with  tonics  internally. 

The  patient  returned  a  week  afterward,  and  stated 
that  he  was  nearly  well. 

Pj^lLADELPHIA   DlSPENSARY,  ') Obstetric  Department,  > AW.,  1863.  ) 

Clinic  by  E.  A.  Spooner,  M.  D. 

Reported  by  J.  H.  Skerk,  M.  D. 
Anteversion  of  the  Uterus. 

In  anteversion  of  the  uterus,  the  displacement  is 
such  that  the  womb  occupies  a  transverse  position  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  the  fundus  being  directed 
anteriorly  against  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  toward 
the  symphysis  pubis  ;  whilst  the  os  uteri,  looking 
posteriorly  toward  the  sacrum,  is  frequently  found 
closely  pressing  the  rectum.  Many  obstetrical  writers 
speak  of  this  displacement  as  being  exceedingly  rare, 
whilst  some  others  treat  of  it  as  a  variety  compar- 

able, both  as  regards  the  attendant  suffering  and  the 
curability  of  the  affection,  to  the  far  more  common 
and  much  more  manageable  displacement,  known  as 
retroversion  of  the  uterus.  Since  the  utility  of  the 
uterine  sound,  as  a  means  of  diagnosis,  has  been 
demonstrated,  the  comparative  frequency  of  the 
affection  has  been  established,  and  various  means 
for  relief  suggested. 

The  symptoiiis  of  anteversion  are  both  functional 
and  physical.  Many  of  the  functional  symptom. s 
are  identical  with  those  resulting  from  the  other 
displacements,  such  as  hysterical  and  neuralgic 
pains  in  the  head,  mammiie,  side,  back,  limbs,  etc., 
indigestion,  constipation,  dysurea,  retention  or  in- 

continence of  urine,  pain  with  sense  of  weight  in 
the  region  of  the  womb,  etc.  Occasionally,  men- 
strtiation  is  so  deranged  as  to  give  rise  to  dysmenor- 
rha?a  or  menorrhagia,  whilst  frequently  the  mucous 
secretion  is  so  changed  as  that  leucorrhosa  results. 
These  functional  symptoms  may  be  partially  or 
nearly  all  wanting,  hence  it  follows  that  a  per  vagi- 
nam  examination  by  the  touch,  speculum,  and  ute- 

rine sound,  are  each  or  all  essential  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  diagnosis.  It  is,  indeed,  by  means  of 

the  physical  symptoms  that  the  various  displace- 
ments of  the  womb  are  recognized  and  distinguished 

the  one  from  the  other.  In  the  examination  with 
the  finger,  the  direction  of  the  os  will  nearly  always 
establish  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  anteversion, 
for  it  will  be  found  high  in  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  vagina,  often  barely  within  reacli  of  the  finger, 
save  upon  the  exertion  of  considerable  force  in  its 
introduction.  But  it  is  upon  the  evidence  afforded 
by  the  manipulations  with  the  uterin6  bougie  or 
sound  that  the  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  will 
eventually  depend  ;  and  this  is  established  by  observ- 

ing the  direction  the  soimd  assumes  in  its  entrance 
within  the  cavity.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  when,  in 
entering  the  womb,  the  sound  is  so  directed  that  the 
handle  looks  downward  and  backward,  the  infe- 

rence is  conclusive  that  the  fundus  occupies  the 
position  before  described. The  treatment  of  anteversion  consists  in  restoring 
the  uterus  to  its  normal  position,  applying  such 
remedies  as  will  tend  to  its  retention  in  situ,  together 
with  efforts  at  removal  of  any  concomitant,  morbid 
conditions  which  co-exist ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
congestion,  hypertrophy,  inflammation  or  ulceration 
of  the  OB  and  cervix  uteri,  etc.,  etc. 
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PERISCOPE. 

[Vol.  X. The  case  before  you,  gentlemen,  evinces  at  once 

the  peculiarities  of  the^  symptoms,  together  with certain  accompanying  morbid  conditions,  sngsrestive 
of  means  for  both  local  and  general  treatment. 

M.  W.  :  aged  thirty-three  ;  American  ;  married  ; 
the  mother  of  live  children,  all  living,  youn2:est 
eiirhteen  months  old ;  commenced  to  menstruate 
about  eiirht  months  ago,  -svhen  she  ceased  to  nurse her  child  ;  she  has  since  menstruated  regularly.  She 
presented  herself  here  some  months  a>2:o,  complain- 

ing of  headache,  pain  in  her  thiirhs.  bearing-down 
sensations,  etc.  There  was  impaired  ditrestion.  con- 

stipation, and  a  general  condition  of  an.vinia.  There 
■was  incontinence  of  urine,  that  is.  she  was  constantly 
distressed  with  a  painful  desire  to  urinate,  the  urine 
occasionally  passim;"  involuntarily  ;  with  this  there existed  heat  and  soreness  of  the  external  genitals. 

Incontinence  of  urine  is  frequently  caused  by 
pressing  of  the  uterus  upon  the  bladder,  forcing  it 
against  the  symphysis  pubis,  obliging  the  patient  to 
pass  urine  very  often,  on  account  of  the  diminished 
calibre  of  the' bladder.  This  falling  forward  of  the fundus  of  the  uterus,  or  anteversion,  and  the  conse- 

quent pressure  upon  the  bladder,  may  be  caused  by 
an  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  the  result  of  conges- 

tion and  relaxation  of  its  ligamentous  and  vaginal 
supports,  or  by  pregnancy. 

The  introduction  of  the  finger  discovered  the  os 
posteriorly  lii^h  iip  in  the  vagina.  The  speculum 
revealed  no  disease  of  the  vagina,  os,  and  cervix 
uteri.  The  sound  introduced  within  the  uterus  took 
a  direction  anteriorly,  indicating  anteversion.  The 
treatment  consisted  of  a  support  to  the  abdominal 
parieties  externally,  cautharides,  iron,  quinia,  etc., 
to  correct  the  incontinence  of  urine,  with  a  view  of 
aiding,  by  the  distention  of  the  bladder,  a  return  of 
the  uterus  to  its  normal  position,  and  to  improve  her 
general  condition.  She  returns,  after  two  months' 
treatment,  to  express  her  gratitude  for  the  entire 
relief  of  her  distressing  symptoms. 

Editorial  DeparTxMent. 

Periscope. 

Treatment  of  Orchitis  by  Puncture. 
Puncture  of  the  healthy  testicle,  it  is  Avell  known, 

is  ahnost  certain  to  cause  severe  inflammation,  if  not 
htematocele;  and  so,  too,  a  wound  of  a  serous  cavity, 
as  the  knee,  pleura  or  abdomen,  will  likewise,  with 
as  mucli  certainty,  produce  an  inflammation  whicli 
will  even  jeopardy  life  ;  yet  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  the  knee,  pleura  or  abdomen  may  not  only  be 
relieved,  but  placed  in  a  fair  way  towards  recovery 
by  withdrawintr  the  elfused  li(iuid.  Dr.  Beaxev 
(Dublin  Mi:d.  PrcHx)  pursues  the  same  course  in 
orchitis  with  as  happy  results.  lie  found,  after 
twenty  post  mortem  examinations,  that  the  tunica 
vatrinalis  was  in  a  state  of  inflammation,  and  dis- 

tended witli  tnrbid^  serum  ;  the  epididymis  was  cn- 
larired  at  its  lower  part,  and  very  much  thickened 
and  indurated;  the  testes  were  sli;/h(i}/  enhirgcd,  and 
their  vessels  considerably  injected.  We  have  hith- 

erto been  tauglit  to  reiraril  the  disease  under  consid- 
eration  as  an  inflammatory  afrcftion  of  tlie  i»arenchy- 
matous  texture  of  the  testicle,  the  pain  being  attril)- 
uted  to  the  strangulation  of  the  inflamed  organ  by 
the  unyielding  nature  of  the  tunica  alltuginea  ;  l)ut, 
from  the  patholf)gy  of  this  affection,  lie  is  inelinetl 
to  consider  that  it  is  the  serous  covering  of  the  tes- 
tifle — the  tunica  vagiiKxlis  jjropria  -that  is  j^rimarily 
alfccted,  the  vaseular  condition  of  the  testes  l»einL' 
merely  a  secondary  lesion.  Immediately  an  outlet  is 
made  for  the  esca|)c  of  the  elfused  fluid,  the  i)ain  in 
the  teatlclc  at  once  subsidos,  and  it  will  be  found  but 
very  slightly  enlarged. 

The  disease  hitherto  termed  "  orchitis  "  is  an  acute 
inflammation  of  the  vaginal  tunic,  exhibiting  the 
same  phenomena  as  inflammation  of  serous  tex- 

tures in  other  situations  ;  thits,  the  redness  of  the 
skin,  the  hardness  and  swelling,  together  Avith  the 
sickenimr  pain  felt  in  the  testicle,  are  only  symptoms 
of  the  distended  condition  of  the  serous  investment 
of  the  testicle. 

His  plan  of  treating  all  stages  of  acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  testicle  and  its  coverings  is  by  evacu- 

atimr,  as  early  as  possible,  the  effused  fluid  contained 
in,  the  ttmica  vairiualis  by  means  of  a  small  trocar 
and  canula,  which  fulfil  all  the  requirements  of  the 
surgeon.  The  patient  stands  erect ;  then,  by  grasp- 

ing the  testicle  as  in  hydrocele,  the  trocar  and  canula 
are  plunged  into  the  most  dependent  part  of  the 
scrotum,  and  the  serum  completely  evacuated.  He 
is  directed  to  keep  his  bed,  with  a  local  application 
of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  opium  ;  and  a  cure  is 
generally  effected  in  six  or  seven  days. 

A  New  Test  for  Milk. 
Bt  Dr.  Alfred  YofiEL. 

Dr.  YoGEL,  after  alluding  to  the  different  methods 
which  have  hitherto  been  adopted  for  testing  the 
purity  of  milk,  describes  an  apparatus  devised  by 
himself,  and  which  is  founded  upon  optical  princi- 

ples. The  chief  adulteration  of  milk  is  water,  and 
the  quality  of  pure  milk  depends  upon  the  greater  or 
less  abundance  of  oil  globules  which  it  "contains. The  principle  on  which  Dr.  Vogel's  test  is  founded is  the  impermeability  of  milk  to  the  rays  of  light, 
and  his  first  experiment  was  made  with  a  flat  bottle, 
such  as  is  sometimes  used  for  keeping  scents.  A 
taper  was  placed  behind  the  bottle,  and  a  certain 
quantity  of  water  was  poured  into  it,  the  flame  of  the 
taper  beinu',  of  course,  seen  through  the  water  and the  irlass  sides  of  the  bottle.  Milk  was  now  gradunlly 
added  to  the  water,  until  the  flame  of  the  taper  be- 

came invisible,  and  a  repetition  of  the  experiments 
proved,  that  invariably  at  that  moment  of  the  addition 
of  the  same  drop  of  milk  the  last  ray  of  the  light 
from  the  taper  disappeared.  Hence  it  was  shown, 
that  a  measured  layer  of  water  between  two  parallel 
glasses  always  becomes,  by  the  addition  of  a  mea- 

sured quantity  of  milk,  so  opaque  that  a  light  can  no 
lonirer  be  seen  through  it.  The  same  milk  was  then 
diluted  with  water,  and  it  was  found  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  this  diluted  milk  must  be  added  in  order 
to  render  the  mixture  opaque.  Dr.  Vogel's  appa- 

ratus consists  of  the  following  materials,  namely  : — 
1.  A  2:lass  for  mixiuir  the  water  and  milk,  having  a 
crradulated  scale  marl^ing  exactly  100  centimetres  ; 
2.  A  test-glass,  with  parallel  glass  sides  separate  ! 
exactly  half  a  centimetre  from  each  other  ;  and,  o. 
A  fine,  graduated  pipette.  Dr.  Vogel  gives  minute 
directions  for  using  this  apparatus  ;  but  the  principal 
operations  consist  in  first  pouring  Avatcr  into  the 
mixing-glass,  and  gradually  adding  milk  from  the 
pipette.  Tlic  mixture  is  then  shaken  and  poured 
into  the  test-glass,  beliind  which  a  lighted  taper  is 
placed.  If  the  light  is  still  visible,  the  mixture  of 
water  and  milk  is  poured  back  into  the  mixing-srlass, 
and  a  measured  quantity  of  milk  is  added,  and  tlun 
the  mixture  is  again  poured  into  the  test-glass.  By 
a  little  practice,  the  exact  time  is  soon  ascertaine<l 
when  the  light  is  on  the  point  of  disappearing,  and 
when  it  has  (luite  disappeared  the  ex])eriment  is  at  an 
end.  It  is  thus  ascertained  how  much  per  cent,  of 
milk  is  necessary  to  cause  tlie  complete  opacity  of  a 
layer  of  water  half  a  centimetre  in  thickness. 

This  very  simple,  and,  at  the  same  time,  ingenious, 
contrivance  of  Dr.  Vogki-  is  well  worthy  of  attention, 
considering  the  great  importance  of  milk  as  an 
article  of  diet  for  all  classes  of  the  community,  espe- 

cially children,  and  considering,  also,  that  the  mot-t 
common  adulteration  of  milk,  namely,  water,  is  the 
most  difficult  of  detection. — London  Medical  Timea 
and  Gaz'Mc, 
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A  NEW  VOLUME— THE   TIME  TO  SUB- 
SCRIBE. 

"With  the  first  issue  iu  Jannary,  1864,  wiU  com- 
mence  the  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  Medical  and 

Surgical  Reporter  in  its  -weekly  form. 

It  will  be  an  opportune  time  for  new  subscrip- 

tions to  begin.  We  have  offered  to  subscribers 

extraordinary  inducements  to  add  new  names  to 

our  list.  For  every  new  subscriber  with  the 

money  ($3),  for  a  year  in  advance,  we  will  either 

credit  the  subscriber  sending  the  name  Oiie  Dollar 

on  account  of  his  subscription,  or  send  him  one 

dollar's  worth  of  Books  or  Surgical  Instruments. 

See  our  book  advertisement.  A  great  many  sub- 

scribers are  already  taking  advantage  of  this  offer. 

See  "Answers  to  Correspondents." 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  out  a  thousand 

dollars  worth  of  Books  and  Surgical  Instruments 

before  the  first  of  February.  An  extension  of 

our  subscription  list  will  benefit  all  our  sub- 

scribers, and  the  profession  at  large,  by  giving 

us  the  ability  to  further  improve  the  Reporter. 

For  further  particulars,  see  Prospectus  on  the 

cover  in  every  alternate  number. 

THE    EPIDEMIC   AT    GIESBORO',  ITEAil 
WASHmGTOK-. 

Last  week  we  referred  to  a  disease  that  had 

broken  out  among  the  contraband  laborers  at  the 

Grovernment  corral  at  Giesboro',  near  Washington. 
According  to  recent  reports  the  disease  is  becoming 
more  and  more  virulent,  and  the  deaths  number 
five  to  ten  daily.  It  is  not  improbable  that,  as  we 
suggested  last  week,  the  disease  is  dependent 
upon  the  impure  exhalations  and  urinous  odor 
that  abound  where  so  many  horses  are  kept,  es- 

pecially as  no  effective  disinfectant  is  employed  to 
neutralize  the  foul  emanations. 

The  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  said  to  be'^ 
a  slight  chill,  accompanied  by  a  painful  or  distress- 

ing local  sensation  either  in  the  hand,  arm,  foot, 
knee  or  back.    A  stupor  follows  the  chill,  after 
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which  the  disease  assumes  its  most  virulent  stage. 
Severe  pain  is  felt  in  the  head  and  breast ;  great 
prostration  of  the  muscular  strength  attends  almost 

invariably;  petechise,  or  spotted  eruption  of  the 
skin,  follows,  and  the  tongue  becomes  black.  The 

last  symptom  of  the  disease  is  that  of  vomiting — 
a  most  disgusting  substance,  resembling  faces, 
being  thrown  from  the  stomach.  In  from  six  to 

twelve  hours  after  being  attacked,  the  disease  gen- 
erally leaves  the  patient  a  corpse. 

Many  of  these  symptoms  are  very  similar  to 
those  of  the  disease  which  a  few  months  ago  pre- 

vailed in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  other 

parts  of  the  country,  under  the  names  of  "  Spotted 
Fever,"  and  "Scarlatina  Maligna."  A  disease 
which  was  very  likely  of  the  same  general  char- 

acter as  this,  also  prevailed  among  the  negro  popu- 
lation of  this  city  in  1819-1821  under  the  name  of 

"The  Negro  Fever." 
As  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  the  indica- 

tions would  seem  to  point  unmistakably  to  prompt 
and  decisive  stimulation.  Preventive  measures 

should  not,  however,  be  overlooked.  It  is  repre- 
sented that  bad  diet,  irregular  labor,  and  low, 

marshy  ground,  are  the  incipient  cause  of  the  epi- 

demic at  Giesboro';  and  until  these  causes  of  sick- 
ness are  removed,  or  rendered  inoperative,  we 

cannot  expect  a  more  favorable  report  from  that 
locality.  The  use  of  efficient  disinfectants  would 
undoubtedly  aid  in  removing  the  causes  of  the 
disorder. 

It  is  said  that  in  1847  a  similar  disease  prevailed 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  among  a  regiment 
of  South  Carolina  troops,  who  were  called  into 

service  at  a  most  inclement  season,  without  ar- 
rangements for  hospital  attendance,  and  without 

medicines  or  hospital  stores.  In  this  condition 

they  were  exposed  in  tents  in  rough  weather,  on 
the  Washington  race  course,  and  fell  sick  in  great 
numbers,  and  suffered  severely. 

SCTFEERINGS  OF  UNION  PRISONERS  IB- RICHMOND. 

For  some  time  past  the  newspapers  have  teemed 
with  accounts  of  the  sufferings  of  Union  prisoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  insurgents.  It  seems  that 
they  hold  about  13,000  men,  most  of  whom  are  oc- 

cupying very  poorly  provided  and  uncomfortable 
quarters  in  and  near  Richmond.    They  refuse,  on 

EDITORIAL. 
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teclmical  grounds,  to  'exchange  these  men,  al- 
though the  Government  holds  two  or  three  times 

as  maijj.  We  had  hoped  that  these  reports  were 
exaggerations  and  unworthy  of  notice,  but  they 
are  now  so  well  authenticated  that  it  is  impossible 
to  doubt  that  there  is  too  much  foundation  for  the 

complaints. 
A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners, 

published  by  some  of  the  surgeons  who  were  re- 
leased last  week,  is  inserted  in  another  column. 

In  extenuation  of  the  conduct  of  the  rebel  au- 

thorities in  this  regard,  it  is  claimed  that  they 
treat  the  prisoners  as  well  as  they  have  the  ability, 

that  they  have  not  the  food  and  clothing  for  them, 
that  they  themselves  are  many  of  them  in  the 
same  condition  that  the  prisoners  are.  We  do  not 
doubt  that  there  is  some  truth  in  this  view  of  the 
case.  We  cannot  believe  that  the  rebel  authorities 

would  try  to  accomplish  ulterior  objects  by  volun- 
tarily submitting  prisoners  to  a  course  of  starva- 

tion. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  that  clothing  and  pro- 
visions have  been  forwarded  to  our  suffering  pris- 

oners, and  that  they  have  reached  their  destination. 

But  if  we  rightly  understand  the  case,  this  pro- 
vision will  have  to  come  from  private  beneficence, 

through  voluntary  associations,  like  our  Christian 
and  Sanitary  Commissions,  and  as  large  amounts 
will  probably  be  needed,  we  trust  that  our  readers 
will  be  contributors  to  the  fund  for  their  relief. 

EDITORIAL. 
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Notes  and  Comments, 

Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis. 
Among  the  numerous  orders  that  we  are  filling 

for  medical  books  for  our  subscribers,  there  is  no 
work  that  is  called  for  so  frequently  as  Barclay's 
Medical  Diagnosis.  We  are  glad  of  it ;  for  we  re- 

gard it  as  one  of  the  n^ost  valuable  books  published. 
The  subject  it  treats  of — the  diagnosis  of  disease — 
lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  an  intelligent  and 
successful  treatment  of  the  various  maladies  that 
fall  under  the  notice  of  the  physician. 

We  would  again  urge  upon  our  readers  the  im- 
portance of  the  class  of  books  that  treat  of  the 

princij'lfin  of  our  science,  and  if  through  our  influ- 
once  such  works  shall  become  popular  in  the  pro- 
fossion,  both  they  and  tlie  public  will  be  the 
gainers,  and  we  shall  feel  that  we  are  well  repaid, 
in  the  amount  of  good  we  have  been  the  means  of 
doing. 

An  Ambulance  and  Hospital  System. 
A  number  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Mas- 

sachusetts "believing  that  there  is  a  painful  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  some  persons  whether  everything 
has  been  done  toward  providing  a  proper  and  uni- 

form ambulance  system  for  all  the  armies  of  the  Re- 
public, and  believing  also  that  some  plan  should  be 

digested  by  order  of  Congress,  and  legally  estab- 
lished," recommend  physicians  throughout  the 

country  to  circulate  and  obtain  signatures  to  the 
following  petition,  and  forward  it  to  some  Senator 
or  Representative  in  Congress  : 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

in  Congress  assembled: — 
The  undersigned  of  in  the 

State  of  respectfully  request  your  Hon- 
orable body  to  pass  a  law  providing  for  a  uniform 

Ambulance  and  Hospital  system  for  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

Names.  |  Residence. 

Abortionists. 

Occasionally  one  of  these  criminals  is  brought 
to  punishment — we  were  going  to  say  justice,  but 
the  punishment  is  generally  so  disproportionate  to 
the  heinousness  of  the  crime  that  it  would  be  a 
mockery  to  call  it  justice.  One  or  two  in  New 
York,  and  one  in  this  State  have  recently  been 

convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary.  '  'Dr. ' ' 
A.  L.  Alstead  was  convicted  in  Dauphin  county, 
in  this  State,  a  few  days  ago,  for  causing  a  crim- 

inal abortion,  and  sentenced  to  pay  the  costs  of 
suit,  a  fine  of  $100,  and  to  a  confinement  of  three 
years  and  four  calendar  months  in  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary. 

There  are  scores  of  professed  abortionists  in  our 
large  cities  who  ply  their  iniquitous  business,  and 
go  unwhipt  of  justice.  Much  of  it  is  dooe  under 

the  guise  of  medicines  "for  female  diseases," 
which  are  advertised  in  the  newspapers,  accom- 

panied with  the  warning  that  the  medicines  should 
not  be  used  at  "certain  times."  The  law  should 
deal  severely  and  promptly  with  these  criminals. 

County  Medical  Societies. 
The  Reporter  goes  to  subscri,bers  in  many 

counties  in  this  and  other  States  in  which  there 

are  no  medical  organizations.  We  take  it  for 

granted  that  our  readers  are  among  the  more  in- 
telligent members  of  the  profession  in  their  several 

localities.  They  are  the  ones  therefore  to  take  the 
initiative  in  the  matter  of  organizing  the  profes- 

sion. Let  them  enter  promptly  upon  the  work, 
so  that  at  the  approaching  Spring  sessions  of  our 
National  and  State  medical  organizations,  many 
counties  now  without  societies  will  be  creditably 

represented. 
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t  Release  of  Surgeons. 
Sometime  since  we  expressed  tlie  hope  that  the 

escape  of  Dr.  W.  P.  RucKER,'on  whose  case'  the 
exchange  of  medical  officers  seemed  to  hitch,  would 
have  the  effect  of  again  starting  the  wheels  of  ex- 

change. Either  that  solution  of  Dr.  Rucker's  case, 
or  something  else  has  had  the  effect  of  releasing  a 
large  number  of  medical  officers  who  have  for  some 
time  been  in  the  hands  of  the  rebel  authorities. 
They  arrived  in  Washington  on  Thanksgiving  day, 
November  26th. 
We  trust  that  this  is  the  last  time  that  medical 

officers  will  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war  on  either 
side. 

The  released  Surgeons  have  been  granted  twenty 
days  leave  of  absence. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTER  FROM  Dr.  W.  COTE. 

Paris,  Nov.  6,  1S63. 
Quinia  in  Typhus  Fever. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  quinine  produces 
little  or  no  effect  in  typhus  fever  ;  nevertheless,  it  is 
not  unfrequently  administered  in  that  disorder  by 
way  of  trial,  and  in  order  not  to  throw  away  a 
chance.    Dr.  Pecholier,  of  Montpelier,  has  lately 
addressed  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in 
which  he  considers  the  application  of  quinine  in 
three  distinct  cases  :    1.  When  the  typhus  fever  is 
not  complicated  with  any  other  disease,  quinine  and 
Peruvian  bark  do  not  stop  its  progress,  although  the 
intensity  of  the  evening  fits  is  sometimes  dimin- 

ished, and  the  pulse  experiences  a  slight  fall  for  a 
short  time ;  but  the  other  symptoms  persist  and 
acquire  intensity,  the  fever  soon  returns  to  its  former 
violence— and  in  that  case  quinine  cannot  be  con- 

sidered as  a  specific.  2.  When  typhus  fever  is  clearly 
characterized,  but  complicated  with  a  remittent  fever, 
manifesting  itself  by  the  hour,  and  intensity  of  fits, 
quinine  will  rapidly  put  an  end  to  the  remittance, 
and  even  the  typhus  fever,  though  it  continues  its 
course,  offers  symptoms  of  improvement,  and  gene- 

rally ends  favorably.    3.  When  typhus  fever  appears 
with  all  its  most  virulent  symptoms,  Dr.  Pecholier 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  complicated  with  a  violent 
malignant  fever,  which  he  calls  dotldnenteric.  In 
such  cases  he  has  tried  bark  and  its  preparations 
with  unexpected  success,  having  found  that  it  cuts 
the  fever  at  once,  and  that  convalescence  begins  on 
the  following  day,  or  the  second  at  the  latest.  Now, 
as  in  cases  of  pneumonia  or  apoplexy,  characterized 
by  periodical  returns  of  increased  intensity,  and 
stopped  by  bark,  the  conclusion  is,  that  the  disease 
was  a  pneumonic  or  apoplectic  malignant  fever  ;  so 
in  these  cases  of  intense  typhus  fever  cut  by  Peru- 

vian bark,  Dr.  Pecholier  arrives  at  the  conclusion 

that  the  typhoid  form  is  but  a  mask  covering  a  de- 
cided malignant  fever.  The  preparation  he-'  has 

found  most  powerful,  is  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
made  up  with  the  alcoholic  extract  of  bark. 

Aid  for  the  Wounded  in  Battle. 
An  International  Congress,  at  which  Gen.  Dufouk 

presided,  opened  at  Geneva  on  the  26th  ult.  The 
object  of  it  was  of  great  philanthropic  importance, 
the  design  being  to  provide  assistance  for  the 
wounded,  in  time  of  war,  in  the  military  ambu- 

lances. The  idea  of  this  Society  was  started  by  M. 
DuNANT,  a  native  of  Geneva,  who  explained  his 
plan  some  months  since  in  a  pamphlet  published  in 
that  city.  He  had  followed  the  Franco-Italian  armies 
on  the  battle-fields  of  Magenta  and  Solferino,  and 
witnessed  the  sufferings  of  those  who  had  to  wait 
for  hours,  sometimes  for  a  whole  day,  for  a  first 
dressing.  The  creation  of  this  Society  has,  there- 

fore, no  other  object  than  to  send  its  members  in 
time  of  war  to  offer  their  aid  to  the  wounded  on  the 

field  of  battle.  The -success  attending  Soldiers'  Re- 
lief Committees  in  the  United  States  is  invoked  in 

favor  of  this  laudable  project. 
The  Water  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

M.  Roux  publishes  a  paper  on  the  composition  of 
the  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea,  showing  that  it  contains 
about  9^  per  cent,  of  chloride  of  magnesium,  6  per 
cent,  of  chloride  of  sodium,  3  per  cent,  of  chloride 
of  calcium,  \\  per  cent,  of  chloride  of  potassium, 
and  traces  of  bromide  of  magnesium,  sulphate  of 
lime,  hydro-chloi'ate  of  ammonia,  carbonate  of  lime, 
oxide  of  iron,  alumina,  and  79|  per  cent,  of  pure 
water. 

The  Soda  Trade.  • 
M.  Thibierge  states  that  the  soda  trade,  which 

had  its  origin  in  France,  is  now  visibly  falling  off  in 
the  supply  of  the  raw  material,  which  may  now  be 
found  in  greater  abundance  in  foreign  parts.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  M.  Thibierge  proposes  to  mix  sul- 
phuret  of  iron,  or  of  iron  and  copper,  which  exists 
in  vast  quantities,  with  any  combustible,  such  as 
peat,  lignite,  coal  or  coal-dust,  and  then  set  fire  to 
it.  The  result  of  the  combustion  would  be  ashes 
containing  metallic  oxides  and  sulphate  of  soda, 
which  might  afterward  be  easily  separated  and 
transformed  into  carbonate. 

Guaco. 

Dr.  Pancal  describes  the  effects  of  the  tincture  of 
guaco,  a  plant  used  in  Africa  from  time  immemorial 
as  a  preservative  against  the  bites  of  serpents.  But 
as  there  are  several  species  of  that  name,  besides  the 
mikania  guaco,  Dr.  Pancal  combined  the  latter  with 
the  Cuban  species,  thereby  composing  a  tincture 
which  appears  to  be  extremely  useful  in  the  dressing 
of  sores. 

Fermentation. 
Conformably  to  my  promise,  I  now  revert  to  the 

subject  of  fermentation,  which  is  attracting  consid- 
erable attention  at  present.  Your  readers  are  aware 

that  M.  Pasteur  has  proved  ferments  to  be  living 
beings,  only  to  be  discovered  by  the  microscope. 
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[Vol.  X, Many  of  his  assertions,  lioweyer,  those  especially 
■svhich  relate  to  the  question  of  spontaneous  genera- 

tion, are  beiug  now  severely  scrutinized  by  those  -who 
hold  a  contrary  opinion.  Among  these  is  M.  Le- 
MAiKE,  who  has  just  addressed  a  commuuicatiou  to 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the  subject.  Having 
saturated  a  liquid  containing  a  large  number  of 
vibrios  (small  animalcules  remarkable  for  their  lively 
motions)  with  carbonic  acid,  and  then  closed  the 
tubes  containing  them  by  the  flame  of  the  spirit- 
lamp.  After  forty-eight  hours  the  vibrios  all  became 
motionless,  and  on  the  sixth  day  they  were  all  dead. 
Now,  M.  Pasteur  states  that  hacteria  (another  kind 
of  infusoria  that  are  generally  sluggish  .and  have 
the  appearance  of  small  sticks)  absorb  oxygen,  and 
that  vibrios  live  on  carbonic  acid.  M.  Lemaire 
denies  this,  and,  on  the  contrary,  maintains  that 
vibrios  are  but  bacteria  in  a  more  advanced  state  of 
development,  since  a  liquid  that  contains  bacteria  in 
the  morning  is  found  to  contain  vibrios  in  the  even- 

ing ;  and  he  then  asks,  not  without  reason,  how 
such  opposite  substances  can  be  the  food  of  the  same 
animal.  M.  Lemaire  moreover  states,  that  in  neu- 

tral vegetable  and  animal  substances,  it  is  the  micro- 
zoaria  or  animalcules  which  first  make  their  appear- 

ance in  decomposition  ;  and  these  are  followed  by 
microphytes  or  microscopic  plants,  when  the  liquids 
that  are  operated  upon  become  acid.  In  the  melon, 
where  sugary  and  nitrogenized  substances  are  asso- 

ciated with  a  small  quantity  of  acid,  animalcules 
and  mucedinoe,  a  kind  of  microphytes,  make  their 
appearance  simultaneously.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  in- 

fluence of  acids  on  the  order  in  which  these  minute 
beings  appear,  that  by  acidulating  neutral  vegetable 
or  animal  substances  to  various  degrees,  micro- 

phytes may  be  made  to  grow  instead  of  micro- 
zoaria,  and  conversely. — Paris,  Nov.  12,  1861. 

Epilepsy. 

It  would  be  no  easy  task  to  enumerate  all  the 
remedies  which  have  been  employed  against  that 
obstinate  and  well  nigh  incurable  disease  known  as 
epilepsy  or  falling  sickness.  The  treatment  should 
vary,  according  to  the  cause  which  occasions  the 
disease.  When  it  is  sympathetic  and  arises  from 
worms,  anthelmintics  ought  to  be  employed.  In 
some  cases  of  epileptic  fits,  the  oil  of  turpentine,  in 
doses  of  from  half  an  ounce  to  one  ounce,  has  been 
found  a  very  useful  medicine.  Wlien  teething  is  the 
exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  the  inflamed  part  of 
the  gum  should  be  deeply  scarified,  the  body  being 
kept  open  with  laxative  medicines,  and  the  feet 
ballicd  in  warm  water.  If  the  epileptic  paroxysms 

seem'' to  be  owing  to  disordered  digestion,  the  con- tents of  the  stomach  should  be  evacuated  by  an 
emetic,  consisting  of  a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of 
zinc  In  an  aqueous  infusion  of  ipccacuanlia,  the  dose 
to  vary  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the 
different  degrees  of  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  | 
8o  on.  Bleeding  has  been  found  of  some  utility  in  | 
cascH  where  the  prediBpositlon  fo  <  piU;jitie  fits  has  ! 
arifton  from  a  jilethorlc  slate  of  the  system,  or  from  I 
a  turgeacenco  In  the  vessels  of  the  head.   In  thoao  ' 

cases,  besides  bleeding,  an  abstemious  diet  and 
pi'oper  exercise,  and  issues  between  the  scapulae,  or 
a  seton  in  the  neck,  may  be  recommended.  The  in- 

sertion of  a  seton  in  the  neck  has  sometimes  been 
attended  with  considerable  relief  when,  from  fre- 

quent paroxysms,  a  morbid  condition  of  the  ence- 
phalon  had  prevailed.  In  those  cases,  digitalis  has 
also  been,  found  serviceable  ;  but  to  produce  a  per- 

manent elfect,  the  constitution  must  be  kept  under 
its  influence  for  some  weeks,  by  giving  from  half 
a  grain  to  one  grain  of  the  powder,  or  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture,  three  or  four  times  a 
day.  Anti-spasmodlcs,  such  as  valerian,  castor, 
musk,  ether,  oil  of  amber,  oleum  cajeputae,  arnica 
montana,  belladonna,  hyoscyamus,  and  opium,  have 
been  employed  with  more  or  less  success.  Electri- 

city has  been  tried,  but  there  are  few  cases  on  record 
which  have  been  benefitted  by  that  agent.  The 
younger  the  patient  and  more  recent  the  complaint, 
the  greater  will  be  the  chance  of  the  electric  current 
being  of  service. 

Hitherto  no  specific  has  been  found  against  epi- 
lepsy. Dr.  Herpin,  formerly  of  Geneva,  and  now 

practising  in  this  city,  extols  the  virtues  of  the  white 
oxyde  of  zinc  in  this  disease.  It  may  be  adminis- 

tered according  to  the  following  formulas  : 
Vf..    Zinci  oxydi,  gr.  xij. 

Pulv.  cinnam.  comp.,      gr.  xv. 
Ciuchonte,  3j.  M. 

Et  in  ehartul.,  xij  divide,  quarum  unam  sumat 
ter  in  die. 

Vel, 

Vf..    Zinci  oxydi,         .  gr.  xxiv. 
Extract,  gentian.,  3ss. 
Syrupi.,  q.  s.  M. 

Ft.  massa,  et  in  pil.,  xij  div. 
Two  may  be  taken  morning  and  evening,  with 

one  ounce  and  a  half  of  a  decoction  of  Peruvian 
bark. 

Drs.  Trousseau  and  Bretonneau  administer, 
with  some  degree  of  success,  pills  composed  of  0.01 
of  extract  of  belladonna,  and  0.01  of  the  powder  of 
belladouija. 

Breathing  Apparatus. 
At  a  late  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  M. 

Galibert  described  an  apparatus  for  securing  free 
and  complete  breathing  to  persons  obliged  to  stay 
some  time  under  water,  or  to  penetrate  into  places 
filled  with  deleterious  gases  or  smoke.  This  appa- 

ratus consists  of  a  piece  of  wood  having  the  form 
and  dimensions  of  the  human  mouth  when  open. 
To  this  piece  of  wood  two  India-rubber  tubes  are 
fixed,  of  any  length,  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  case.  The  man  engaged  in  the  operation  is 
further  provided  with  a  nose-pincher,  or  instrument 
for  comi)resslng  the  nostrils,  so  as  to  prevent  the  in- 

troduction of  the  deleterious  gas  or  of  Avater,  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  operator  i)uts  the  piece  of  wood 
into  his  mouth,  and  puts  on  the  nose-pinchers ;  he 
stops  one  of  the  orifices  with  his  tongue,  and  inhales 
pure  air  from  the  other;  after  which  he  shifts  his 
tongue  to  the  latter  orifice,  and  exhales  his  breath 



1863] ARMY  AND  NAVY  NEWS. 
437 

tliroti2:h  the  other.  He  contiaues  thiTS  regularly 
shifting  his  tongue  from  one  orilice  to  the  other,  in 
the  order  of  the  inspirations  and  expirations  ;  but 
even  a  mistake  would  be  of  little  consequence.  A 
man  easily  learns  the  use  of  the  apparatus  by  a  few 
minutes'  exercise.  This  contrivance  has  the  merit 
of  requiring  no  preparation,  and  thus  affording  a 
speedy  means  of  affording  assistance  in  the  case  of 
fires  or  of  suffocation  by  water  or  gases.  It  might 
also  be  used  in  medicine  for  the  complete  immersion 
of  patients  in  a  bath,  which  might  sometimes  be 
advisable. 

Vf.  N.  Cote. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Keports  of  Killed  and  Wounded. 
(Circular  No.  25.)   General  Orders  No.  355.  War 

Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington, 
Nov.  4,  1863.— Medical  Directors  of  armies  in  the 
field  will  forward,  direct  to  the  Surgeon-General,  at 
Washington,  duplicates  of  their  reports  to  their 
several  Commanding  Generals  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  ai'ter  every  engagement. By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

'[Signed]  E.  D.  Towxsend. Asst.  Adjutaut-General. 
Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington,  November 

11,  1S63. — To  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  above 
order,  Medical  Directors  of  armies  in  the  held  will 
detail  suitable  oflicers,  who  will,  under  their  instruc- 

tions, collate  and  prepare  for  transmission  to  this 
office  all  obtainal)le  statistics  and  data  in  connection 
with  past  and  future  operations  of  those  armies, 
which  may  be  essential  or  useful  in  the  accurate 
compilation  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  history  of 
the  War.  Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  fol- 

lowing points  : 
The  morale  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  troops, 

condition  and  amount  of  medical  and  hospital  sup- 
plies, tents,  ambulances,  A  c.  ;  the  points  at  or  near 

the  field  where  the  wounded  were  attended  to;  de- 
gree of  exposure  of  wounded,  to  wit  :  cold  or  heat ; 

adequacy  of  supplies  of  water,  food,  stiiiuilants, 
&c.  ;  mode  of  removal  of  wounded  from  field  to  field 
hospitals  ;  to  what  general  hospitals  the  wounded 
were  transferred — by  wliat  means  and  where ;  the 
character  and  duration  of  the  action,  nature  of 
wounds  received,  c\:e.  When  practicable,  separate 
casualty  lists  will  be  made  of  commissioned  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates. 

The  attention  of  all  medical  officers  is  earnestly 
directed  to  the  importance  of  this  subject  ;  without 
their  co-operation  no  reliable  record  can  be  preserved 
— the  vast  experience  of  the  past  will  rem;tin  with 
individuals,  and  be  lost  to  the  service  and  the 
country. 

J.  K.  Barnes, 
MeJ.  laspr.-Geu.,  Act.  tiurg  -Gen. 

Hospital  Examining  Board. 
The  Hospital  Examining  Board,  convened  by  Spe- 

cial Orders  No.  414,  September  15,  1SG3,  from  the 
War  Department,  and  of  which  Lieutenant-Colonel 
S.  H.  Laturop,  Assistant  Inspector-General  22d 
Army  Corps,  is  President,  will  proceed  without  delay 
to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  United  States  General 
Hospitals  at  the  following  cities  : 

Harrisburg  and  Philadelphia,  Penn'a. New  York  City  and  vicinity. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  vicinity. 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  vicinity. 
St.  LouiSk  Missouri,  and  vicinity. 

Chicago  and  vicinity,  Mound  City,  and  Cairo, Illinois. 
They  will  also  inspect  and  report  upon  the  manner 

of  forwarding  convalescents  from  these  hospitals  to 
their  regiments,  and  present  such  suggestions  as 
may  tend  to  facilitate  their  return. 

Medical  Inspectors. 

The  following  Medical  Inspectors,  L'.  S.  A.,  now 
on  duty  with  the  armies  constituting  the  Military 
Division  of  the  ̂ vlississippi,  will  at  once  report  by 
letter  to  Major-General  Grant,  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
for  assignments  to  duty  : 

Lieut. -Col.  Chas.  C.  Keeney,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
P.  Vollum,  Lieut.-Col.  George  T.  Allen,  Lieut. -Col. 
Lewis  Humphreys,  Lieut.-Col.  John  E.  Summers. 

Special  Inspector. 
Stillman  Witt,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  hereby  ap- 

pointed a  Special  Inspector,  to  visit  the  hospitals  at 
Port  Koyal  and  Hilton  Head,  and  will  report  to  the 
War  Department.  The  Assistant  Quartermaster  at 
New  York  will  fnrnish  Mr.  Witt,  his  wife  and 
daughter,  with  transportation  in  a  Government 
transport  to  and  from  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

Assigned. 
The  following  assignment  of  medical  officers  has 

been  made  : 
Surgeon  Charles  H.  Laub,  U.  S.  A.,  now  awaiting 

orders  in  Washington,  D.  C,  to  relieve  Surgeon  Ebe- 
nezer  Swift,  U.  S.  A.,  in  his  duties  as  member  of  the 
Retiring  Board  at  Yv^ilmington,  Delaware,  of  which 

i  Major-General  McDowell  is  President. 
!     Surgeon  Swift,  when  relieved,  to  proceed  without 
!  dela}'  to  the  Department  of  the  South,  to  relieve 
I  Surgeon  Horace  R.  Wirtz,  U.  S.  A.,  as  ̂ ledical 
j  Director  of  that  Department ;  the  latter,  on  being 
I  relieved,  to  proceed  to  New  York  City  and  report  by 
I  letter  to  the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A.,  for  assign- ment to  duty. 

Assistant  Sura-eon  H.  Eversman  has  been  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Medical  Director  at  Louis- ville, ky. 

Surgeon  George  H.  Hubbard,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been 
relieved  as  Medical  Director,  District  of  Southwestern 

I  ?.Lissouri,  Sprinsi'field,  INIo.,  and  assiirned  to  duty  at 
j  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  as  Medical  Director,  District 
\  of  the  Frontier. 
;  Sargeon  Israel  Moses,  U.  V.,  has  been  assigned 
'  to  duty  as  ̂ Medical  Director  and  Superintendent  of 
J  General  Hospitals  at  ?iIurfreesboro',  Tennessee.  The 
;  badly  wounded  of  Chickamauga  "  have  been  sent i  there. 
i  Suni'con  Bernard  Beust,  U.  S.  V.,  has  assumed 
I  charge  of  the  United  States  General  Hospital  at 

I  Pittsburg,  Penn'a. j  Surireon  W.  C.  Otterson,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  been  as- 
I  siiiueil  to  diitv  in  char^-e  of  the  General  Hospital  No. 
8,"Nashville."Tenn. 

Suru'eon  R.  K.  Smith,  L'.  S.  Y.,  to  duty  as  Medical Director,  Port  Hudson,  ̂ Miss. 
Surgeon  S.  N.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Y.,  to  duty  in  charge 

of  General  Hospital,  Grafton,  Va. 
i     Surgeon  Thomas  ..B.  Reed  has  been  assigned  to 
I  duty  in  charge  of  General  Hospital,  Parkcrsburg, 

j  Yirginia. j  Believed. 
\  Surgeon  Henry  Buckmaster,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  been  re- 

lieved from  duty  as  Medical  Director,  District  of  the 
Frontier,  and  is  awaiting  orders  at  Leavenworth 
City,  Kansas. Surijeon  A.  T.  Watson,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  relieved  Act- 

ing Assistant  Surgeon  J.  M.  Pilsbury,  U.  S.  A.,  iu 
charge  of  General  Hospital  No.  1,  Louisville,  Ky. 
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Ordered  to  Report  for  Puty. 

The  following  officers  will  report  in  person,  witli- 
ont  delay,  to  the  Commanding  General,  Department 
of  the  South,  for  assignment  to  duty  : 

Assistant  Surgeon  John  F.  Iluber,  U.  S.  V. 
Assistant  SurLreon  Henrv  M.  Kirke.  U.  S.  V. 
Assistant  Snvircon  Charles  PI.  Ho(h1,  U.  S.  Y. 
Assistant  Surgeon  A,  Siunniud,  U.  S.  V.,  re- 

cently appointed,  will  report  in  person  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  at  Camp  Douglas,  Illinois,  for  duty. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Ira  Brown,  65th  Illinois  Vols., 
now  at  Camp  Douglas,  Illinois,  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  join  his  regiment. 

Leave  of  Absence. 

Leave  of  absence  has  been  granted  Surgeon  J.  R. 

Duncan,  oTth  Kentucky  Yols".  to  enable  him,  as nuMuber  of  the  Leaislature  of  Kentucky,  to  attend 
the  cominir  session  thereof.  As  so(^n  as  the  Lcirisla- 
ture  adjtnirns,  he  will  at  once  return  to  his  regiment. 

L'\ivc  of  a^'-ence  f 'r  fourteen  days  has  bixMi  u'ranted 
Assistant  Surgeon  F.  De  icke,  oOth  and  u2d  jSew 
York  Independent  Batteries. 

Discharged. 

The  following  officers,  having  tendered  their  resig- 
nations, have  been  honorably  discharged  the  service 

of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  physical  disa- 
bility, with  condition  that  they  shall  receive  no  final 

payments  until  they  have  satisfied  the  Pay  Depart- 
Bicnt  that  they  are  not  indebted  to  the  Government. 

Sura'eon  James  Norval,  79th  New  York  Yols.,  to 
date  June  13,  1863. 

Surgeon  John  W.  Brennau,  1st  U.  S.  Sharpshoot- 
ers, has  been  honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 

United  States,  on  account  of  physical  disability  from 
wounds  received  in  action. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  board  of  officers 

instituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  385,  of  June  27, 
1863,  from  the  V\'ar  Department,  Surgeon  C.  M. Stockwcll,  27th  ̂ Michigan  Yols.,  has  been  honorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  'ac- count of  physical  disability. 

So  much  of  Special  Orders  No.  417,  current  series, 
from  the  War  Department,  as  relates  to  Assistant 
Surireon  W.  F.  Fundenl)eru-.  ITfith  Pennsylvania 
Drafted  Militia,  has  been  rescinded,  and  Surgeon 
Fundenberg  is  hereby  mustered  and  honorably  dis- 
(  harired  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  of  the 
date  his  regiment  was  mustered  out. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Milton  J.  Bowland,  Supernume- 
rary Officer  of  the  7 1st  Oliio  Yols.,  has  been  hono- 
rably mustered  out  of  service. 

Resigned. 
The  resignation  of  Surgeon  William  S.  Forbes, 

U,  S.  Vols.,  has  been  accepted  by  the  President,  to 
take  eHect  November  20th,  18G3. 

Dismissed. 

AssiPtant  Surgeon  Wallace  D.  Martin,  02d  Penn- 
:-vlvania  Yols.  [pul)1islied  officially  Octol)er  lJ>th, 
]^0:5),  having  faih-(l  to  ai)])ear  before  the  Military 
rotiiriii'^sion  institiitr-d  by  SjHfial  Orders  No.  53, 
from  the  War  Department,  witliin  the  |ireseribed 
time,  the  President  directs  that  he  be  dismissed  the 
Bervicc  of  tlic  United  States,  for  desertion,  to  date 
September  23d,  1H03. 

Heleased  from  Libby  Prison. 
Ninety-tlircc  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  ar- 

rivcfl  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  tlie  20tli  inst.,  from 
the  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Ya.  Siirgeon  Daniel 
Mo*-ker,  U.  8.  Vols.,  Medical  Director  to  General 
Milroy,  is  among  the  number.  They  have  been 
granted  twenty  days  leave. 

Hospitals  at  Chattanooga. 
Medical  Inspector  Yollum,  U.  S.  A.,  reports  from 

Chattanooga,  that  there  are  sufficient  accommoda- 
tions there  for  all  the  wounded  in  the  late  battles  at 

Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  etc.,  and  that 
medical  supplies  of  all  kinds  are  ample. 

TJ ospital  Closed. 
General  Hospital,  McKim's  Mansion,  Baltimore, 

]\Id.,  has  been  discontinued. 
A  Surgeon  Wounded. 

Dr.  L.  R.  Kirk,  Surgeon  of  the  26th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  side  while 
attending  to  his  duties  on  the  field,  during  some  re- 

cent skirmishing-  on  the  Rapidan,  Ya. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Dislocation  of  the  Humerus. 

Dr.  Gakms  describes,  in  the  ̂ Archiv.  der  HeiJkunde, 
the  following  modification  of  Cooper's  procedure: 

The  patient  is  laid  upon  the  floor,  not  on  his  back, 
but  on  his  belly,  some  cushions  intervening.  A  towel 
is  attached  to  the  humerus  above  the  elbow,  and 
another,  passed  round  the  upper  part  of  the  humerus, 
is  given  into  the  hands  of  the  assistant,  standing  on 
the  side  of  the  dislocated  arm.  The  operator,  sitting 
down  on  the  floor,  on  the  same  side,  lays  hold  of  the 
lower  towel,  and  applies  the  heel  of  the  foot  lying 
nearest  the  patient  to  the  axilla.  He  makes  exten- 

sion backwards  and  doAvnwards,  while  the  assistant 
draws  laterally.  The  dislocation  is  thus  reduced  with 
surprising  facility,  the  agency  of  chloroform  not 
being  required.  The  advantaue  of  this  mo-lificatlon 
is,  that  extension  backwards  may  be  far  more  easily 
executed  than  when  the  patient  is  in  the  supine  posi- 

tion ;  and  this  is  the  direction  required  in  dislocation 
forwards,  which  prevails  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases.  For  dislocation  backwards,  which  is  very  rare. 
Cooper's  procedure  is  the  best. — Canada  Lancet. 

SufierirRS  of  Union  Priso^-ers  in  Hichmond— 
Statement  of  Released  Surg-ons. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  27,  1863.-We  the  under- 
signed Surgeons  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  re- 
cently prisoners  in  Richmond,  Ya.,  consider  it  our 

duty  to  publish  a  few  facts  that  came  to  our  knowl- 
edge while  we  Avere  inmates  of  the  hospital  attached 

to  Libby  Prison. 
We  enjoyed,  for  several  months,  daily  access  to 

the  hospitals  where  the  sick  and  wounded  among  our 
Union  soldiers  received  treatment.  As  a  result  of 

our  observation,  we  h(u-el»y  declare  our  belief  that since  the  Ijaltle  of  Cliiekainauga,  tlie  number  of 
deaths  \n'.Y  diem  has  averaged  fully  fifty.  The  pre- 

vailing diseases  are  diarrho-a,  dysentery  and  typhoid 
jineumonia.  Of  late  the  percentage  of  deaths  has 
greatly  increased — the  result  of  causes  that  have 
l»een  long  at  work,  such  as  insufiicient  food,  clothing 
and  shelter,  combined  with  that  depression  of  spirits 
lirought  on  so  often  by  long  confinement.  It  may 
seem  almost  incredible,  when  we  affirm  of  our  per- 
t>f>iial  knowledge  t  hat  in  the  three  hospitals  for  Union 
Hol<rK!rs  the  average  mortality  is  near  Ibrty  per  daj', 
and  ui)on  the  moKt  reliable  testimony  Ave  are  forced 
to  Ijcliove  that  the  deaths  in  the  tol)acco  factories  and 
upon  the  island  will  raise  the  total  mortality  among 
all  the  Uuion  ])risoners  to  lifty  per  day,  or  flftcen 
hundred  monthly. 

\ 
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The  extremely  reduced  condition  of  those  brought 
from  the  island  argues  that  hundreds  quite  sick  are 
left  behind,  who  with  us  would  be  considered  fit 
subjects  for  hospital  treatment.  Such,  too,  is  the 
fact  as  invariably  stated  by  scores  we  have  conversed 
with  from  that  camp. 

The  same,  to  a  degree,  holds  true  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  city.  It  would  be  a  reasonable  estimate  to 
put  the  number  who  are  fit  subjects  for  hospitals, 
but  who  are  refused  admittance,  at  five  hundred.  A 
thousand  are  already  under  treatment  in  the  three 
hospitals,  and  the  Confederate  Surgeons  themselves 
say  the  number  of  patients  is  only  limited  by  the 
small  accommodations  provided.  Thus  we  have 
over  ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners 
held  classed  as  sick  men,  who  need  the  most  assidu- 

ous and  skillful  attention.  Yet,  in  the  essential 
matter  of  rations,  they  are  receiving  nothing  but 
corn  bread  and  sweet  potatoes.  Meat  is  no  longer 
furnished  to  any  class  of  our  prisoners,  except  to  the 
few  oflGLcers  in^the  Libby  Hospital,  and  all  sick  or well  officers  or  privates  are  now  furnished  with  a 
very  poor  article  of  corn  bread  in  place  of  wheat 
bread.  This  is  very  unsuitable  diet  for  hospital  pa- 

tients prostrated  with  diarrhoea,  dysentery  and  fever, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  balance. 

Startling  instances  of  individual  suffering  and 
horrid  pictures  of  death,  from  protracted  sickness 
and  semi-starvation,  we  have  had  thrust  upon  our attention. 

The  first  demand  of  the  poor  creatures  from  the 
island  was  ahvays  for  something  to  eat.  Self-respect 
gone,  hope  and  ambition  gone,  half  clad,  and  covered 
with  vermin  and  filth,  many  of  them  too  often  be- 

yond all  reach  of  medical  skill.  In  one  instance  the 
ambulance  brought  sixteemto  the  hospital,  and  dur- 

ing the  night  seven  of  them  died.  Again,  eighteen 
were  brought,  and  eleven  of  them  died  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  At  another  time  fourteen  were  admitted, 
and  in  a  single  day  ten  of  them  died.  Judging  from 
what  we  have  ourselves  seen  and  do  know,  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that,  under  a  treatment  of  syste- 

matic abuse,  neglect  and  semi-starvation,  the  num- 
ber who  are  becoming  permanently  broken  doAvn  in 

their  constitutions  must  be  reckoned  by  thousands. 
We  leave  it  for  others  to  say  what  i«  demanded  by 
this  state  of  things. 

The  Confederate  daily  papers  in  general  terms  ac- 
knowledge the  truth  of  all  we  have  affirmed,  but 

usually  close  their  abusive  editorials  by  declaring 
that  even  such  treatment  is  better  than  the  invading 
Yankees  deserve.  The  Examiner,  in  a  recent  article, 
begrudged  even  the  little  food  the  prisoners  did  re- 

ceive, and  the  boxes  sent  to  us  from  home,  and 
closed  by  eulogizing  the  system  of  semi-starvation 
and  exposure,  as  well  calculated  to  dispose  of  us. 
All  this  is  true,  and  yet  cold  weather  is  hardly  com- menced. 
We  are  horrified  when  we  picture  the  wholesale 

misery  and  death  that  will  come  with  the  biting  frosts 
of  winter.  Recently,  several  hundred  prisoners  per 
day  were  being  removed  to  Danville.  In  two  in- 

stances we  were  standing  in  view  of  them  as  their 
ranks  filed  past.  It  was  a  sad  sight  to  see  the  atten- 

uated features  and  pallid  faces  of  men  a  few  months 
since  robust  anci^in  vigorous  health.  Numbers  were 
without  health — numbers  were  without  shoes — nearly 
all  without  blankets  or  overcoats — and  not  a  man  did 
we  see  who  was  well  and  fully  clad. 

But  to  the  credit  of  the  prisoners  in  Richmond^  of 
all  ranks,  be  it  recorded,  that  all  along  they  hhve 
shown  heroic  fortitude  under  suffering,  and  spurning 
the  idea  that  their  Government  had  forgotten  them, 
they  havaheld  fast  their  confidence  in  the  final  and 
speedy  success  of  our  cause. 

In  addition  to  the  above  statement,  we  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  the  Confederate  medi- 

cal ofllcers  connected  with  the  hospitals  referred  to 
—Surgeons  Wilkins.  Simmons  and  Sabal,  and  the 
Hospital  Steward,  Hallet— are  not  in  any  way,  so 

far  as  our  observation  has  extended,  responsible  for 
the  state  of  things  existing  there  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  bound  in  justice  to  bear  testimony  to 
their  kindness  and  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  with  the  limited  means  at  their  disposal. 
[Signed]  Daniel  Meeker, 

Surgcoa  U.  S.  V. C.  T.  Simpers, 
Asst.  Suri,'.  Orh  Reiif.  Md.  Vols. 

J.  L.  Brow:>", Ass^t.  Sui-LT.  116th  0.  v.,  I. A. M.  Parker, 
Asf?t.  Surg.  1st  Maiue  Cavalry. 

Donation  to  a  Military  Hospital. 
We  understand  that  the  Stanley  Hospital,  Newbern, 

N.  C,  has  recently  received  the  handsome  donation 
of  $600  from  Dr.  J.  Baxter  Upham,  of  thi-s  city,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  wine  and  other  luxuries  to 
the  sick  and  dying  soldiers  in  that  institution. — 
Bosio7i  2fedicaland  SurgicalJournal. 

Symptoihs  and  Signs. 
The  distinction  between  symptoms  and  signs,  so 

often  confounded,  is  well  illustrated  by  the  following 
from  Captain  F.  B.  Head's  Rough  Notes,  taken  during 
some  rapid  journeys  across  the  Pampas,  p.  257  : 

"  The  Gaucho  pointed  to  the  sky,  and  said,  '  See  ! 
there  is  a  lion.'  I  started  from  my  reverie,  and 
strained  my  eyes,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  and  he  showed 
me  at  last,  very  high  in  the  air,  a  number  of  large 
vultures,  which  were  hovering  without  moving  ;  and 
he  told  me  they  were  there  because  there  was  a  lion 
devouring  some  carcass,  and  that  he  had  driven  them 
away  from  it.  We  shortly  afterwards  came  to  a 
place  where  there  was  a  little  blood  in  the  road,  and 
for  a  moment  we  stopped  our  horses  to  look  at  it. — 
I  observed,  perhaps  some  person  had  been  murdered 
there  ;  the  Gaucho  said,  '  No  ;'  and,  pointing  to some  foot-marks  which  were  near  the  blood,  he  told 
me  that  some  man  had  fallen,  that  he  had  broken  his 
bridle,  and  that  while  he  was  standing  to  mend  it, 
the  blood  had  evidently  come  from  his  horse's  mouth. I  observed,  perhaps  it  was  the  rwin  who  was  hurt  ; 
upon  which  the  Gaucho  said,  '  No  ;'  and,  pointing 
to  some  marks  a  few  yards  before  him  on  the  ])ath, 
he  said,  '  for,  see,  the  horse  set  off  at  a  gallop.'  " Tho  Englishman  might  have  speculated  long  and 
wiselv  upon  the  flight  of  vultures,  upon  the  structure 
and  functions  of  their  organs,  even  to  the  minutife 
of  a  feather,  and  yet  never  been  so  far  benefitted  by 
his  speculations  as  to  diagnosticate  a  lion.  What 
are  mere  symptoms  to  one,  become  throimh  a  knowl- 

edge of  their  relationship,  valuable  signs  to  another, -r-  Wyman. 

Dessicated  Vegetables. 
Vegetables  and  meats  deprived  of  moisture  and 

submitted  to  severe  pressure,  will  reir.ain  unchanged 
and  preserve  their  natural  taste  for  a  long  period  in 
any  climate.  A  very  large  business  is  now  carried 
on  in  this  city  in  the  way  of  dessicating  vegetables 
for  the  army  and  navy,  at  Nos.  327  and  329  Stanton 
street,  by  the  New  York  Dessicating  Company— 
TiiEO.  C.  Sheciiill,  Superintendent.  About  one  hun- 

dred and  fifty  persons  are  employed  in  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  quantity  of  vegetables  dessicated  this 

year  will  amount  to  '5G,000  baskets  tomatoes  ;  442 tons  string  beans-  8.000  bushels  green  peas  ;  15,000 
barrels  turnij^s  ;  30,000  barrels  carrots  :  23,000  heads 
cabbau-e:  12.000  liarrels  potatoes;  20,000  barrels 
onions  ;  100  tons  parsley,  and  a  moderate  quantity 
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[Vol.  X, of  some  other  vegetables.   The  vegetables  are  piclced, 
cleaned,  cut  up  aud  grated  ;  they  are  then  dried  and  ' 
deprived  entirely  of  moisture,  after  -which  they  are  ' formed  into  tiat  cakes,  under  severe  hydrostatic  pres-  , 
sure.    A  cake  weighinu'  seven  pounds  contains  suffi-  ' 
cient  vegetables  to  make  forty-two  gallons  of  good  : 
soup.    They  are  excellent  for  sea  voyages,  and  large  I 
quantities  have  been  furnished  on  army  contracts  for 
soldiers  in  the  field  and  invalids  in  the  national  hos- 
pitals. 

METEOROLOGY. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Carres p-^n'fe/its  ioiU  phase  vofice  our  reitcrafed  re- 

qvest  to  gii:e  the.ir  fnU  n<^-dr<s'<  in  their  cornmKniccdinns  to 
us.  Oitr  corri:f:pond<_  nrf.  is  r,  ,-}/  eaiensive,  a nd  it  i-f  neces- sary for  vs  ahcai/s  tu  knnio  the  Town,  Coimty  mid  State 
from  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Drs.  X.  G  B.,  in.:  0.  H.  F.,  Jlass  ;  L  C.  B.,  Vt.;  A.  E. 
B  and  H.  Jf  S..  X.  J. :  C.  G.  B..  A.  IT.,  and  J.  S.  JIcX.,  X.  Y.  ; 
W.  H.  T.,  W.  T.  R..  and  A.  H.  A.,  Ohio;  J.  L.  C,  J.  W.  B., 
C.  F.  W.,  J.  L.  A.,  Jr..  and  J.  G.  31.  Pa.— Yisitiug  Lists  were mailed  to  you  yesterday. 

Dr.  P.  W.  A.,  Mass. — The  vohimes  of  the  Eeporter  have 
hitherto  c  >iniiiiMired  April  1st  aud  October  1st,  of  each  year, 
but  for  various  r  a-oii^  it  was  conVidered  best  to  change  to 
Janu:iry  l>t  and  July  1st,  and  consequently  last  April  no 
numbers  were  issu.'d.  and  Vol.  X,  commenced  with  May  2d, 
and  will  comprise  o.j  2yo.'s  to  371  inclusive,  the  last  in  De- cember. 

Dr.  C.  Jr.  3/.  Pa.— Greenhow  on  Diphtheria,  was  mailed 
to  you  on  the  2d  inst. 

Br.  J.  S.  S.,  Pa. — Hughes"  Manual  of  Auscultation  and  Per- cussion was  mailed  to  you  on  the  2d  inst. 
Dr.  W.  3/.  L.,  Ohio.—",'h.e  IT.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  and  Wilson on  the  Skin  aud  Hair,  were  mailed  to  you  on  the  2d  inst. 
Drs.  ir.  ir.,  and  S.  L.  0.,  Conn.— Copies  of  Barclay's  Med- ical Diagnosis  were  mailed  to  you  on  the  2d  inst. 
Dr.  J.  Ttn  B.,  III. — Keese's  Formulary  was  mailed  to  you on  the  2d  inst. 
Dr.  W.  McB..  Pa. — Grogs'  ̂ lilitary  Surgery,  and  Pareira's 

Prescript!  ,01  B>)  /k,  were  mailed  to  you  on  the"2d  inst. 
Dr.  A.  E.  S.,  [17.9. — How  to  Xurse  Sick  Children,  was  mailed 

to  you  on  the  2d  iust. 
Dr.  0.  P.  C,  X.  T. — The  books  were  sent  to  you  on  the 

3d  in^t.,  per  Howards'  E.xpress.  There  was  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  finding  the  volume  you  wanted  of  Copland's  Dic- tionary. 
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MARRIED. 

Babcock— Harwood.— At  the  Navy  Yard,  in  Washington  i 
City,  November  2ith,  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Piiikue.v,  Dr.  Heman  P.  \ 
Babcock,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Sallie  H.,  youngest  daughter  of 
Cttminodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  Navy.  I 

Cj,k.ma.ns— Aci.Y.— Ill  St.  Jolin's  Church,  New  Milford,  Conn.,  i on  Wednesday,  Nov.  i.i l by  Kov.  J.  F.  Schroeder,  I 
a.-Jsisted  by  Kev.  .T.  L.  .<  '  i;.  Hr.  .-i.'T.  Cleman,  and  Fannie,  j eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  i  '.  ('•.  .\c\y.  j 

Ci;kti.s— BuA.NDT. — At  Bellovill"'!.  N.  .T..  on  the  2.")th  ult.,  by  I Key.  P.  A.  Sinddiford,  Jonathan  S.  Curtis,  M.U.,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  aud  Su.-au,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  Wm.  II.  Brandt,  of Belleville. 

MoiiTo.N— McCiTLLOL'fm  —In  Muscatine,  Iowa,  September 
29th,  bv  Rev.  E.  L.  Beldon.  Dr  Thomas  Morton,  Surgeon  of 
the  3d  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  Mi-ss  Rachel  P.  McCullough,  of Greene  Co.,  Pa. 

DIED. 

PoRTRR. — In  New  York,  on  Tiifsday,  November  24th,  Mor- 
timer a.  Porter,  M.D.,  aged  .'17  years. 

Faikmmith.— At  J'eriMacolH.  Florida,  on  the  1st  of  November, WaUingham  FHir.Kiiiilh,  .M.U.,  Hgi  d  42  yearn. 
IIakky. — Suddenly  on  the  inoruing  of  November  23d,  Mrs. 

bydia  Ann  Harry,  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Harry,  of  CoatCHVille, 
Pa.,  in  the  5.'JJ  yt-ar  of  her  age. Maiisii. — In  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  November  17th,  of  con- 
gp»>tl"ri  of  the  lung",  I>r.  Charb'H  P.  Mars}). 

Hmitft. — In  thin  city,  on  tin;  22d  of  November,  MoHes  Black- 
fan,  infant  hoii  of  Dr.  Alln-rt  H.  aud  Kmily  Kaighu  Smith. 
TfCKKR  — In  this  ciiy,  on  the  27th  ulf.,  .Samuel  Tucker, 

M.D.,  lu  thi'  71th  year  of  bin  a^e.  Dr.  Tucker  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medirlne  in  Durlington,  N.  J.,  about  (he  year  1810,  ayd 

after  a  few  year»  removed  to  thin  cily,  where  ho  ban  «inco resided. 

.5  \ 

PL,  ^ 

r-2    I  O 

580,000  !  950,000 240,000  180,000 
52,000 

1.52 137 151 
126 

67 289 

9.82 
210 

66 
14 

237 

242 
248 

233 134 

479 

50.42 

293 

1S6 

47 
44 

55 

36 

34* 

91 
50.55 54 

37 
38 

49 
51 
34 
19 

87 
16.73 64 

23 

4 

23 

Popl'n,  (estimated.) Mortality. 
Male   
Female  
Adults  
Under  15  years  
Under  2  years  
Total  
Deaths  in  100,000... American  
Foreign  
Negro  
Zymotic  Diseases. 
Cholera,  Asiatic  Cholera  Intautum  .. 
Cholera  Morbus  
Croup  Diarrhoea  
Diphtheria  
Dysentery  
Erysipelas  Fever,  Intermittent 
Fever,  Remittent. 
Fever,  Scarlet  
Fever,  Typhoid... Fever,  Typhus  
Fever,  Yellow  
Hooping-cough.... Intluenza  
Measles  
Small  Pox  

Syphilis  Thrush  
Sporadic  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apoi)lexy  Consumption  Convulsions  
Dropsy   
Gun-shot  Wounds 
Intemperance  Marasmus  
Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.. Scrofula  
Violence  and  Acc'ts *  Under  5  years 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

state  that  manuscript  intio.vdhd  fok  pijrlication  mijst  ub 
written  on  luiT  ONH  siDH  of  tlio  sheet.  If  greater  caro  wa.s 
taken  in  the  i)reparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  be 
Have<l  to  printers,  and  mistako.s  t^ould  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  back  numb(Ms  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

.SO-'i,  .308,  .309,  and  310,  which  are  siill  due,  and  will  be  sent) will  please  remember  and  spnd  money  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  aud 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 



jPor  eveiy  new  name  sent  us  by  one  of  our  subscribers  with  the  amount  of  a  year's  subscription 

j   inclosed,  we  will  allow  One  Dollar  on  account  of  subscription,  or  of  any  of  the  Medical  Works 
IN  THE  FOLLOWING  LiST,  or  any  other  Books  published  in  this  country.    We  furnish  subscribers 

wltli  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.    The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 

ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

ANATOMY. 

Orav— Anatomy,  SurgicpJ  and  Descriptive.  111.,  cloth.,  $6  25,  Sheep,  $7  00 
■Gliige— Pathological  Histology.  By  Leidy.  4to,  plates,  colored....  5  00 
i|H;i.ssal — Microscopic  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  colored  plates   8  00 
[Leidy — Human.  Anatomy     Illustrated,  8vo.,  sheep   4  50 
,|Madi>e — Surgical  Anatomy.  Irapd'ial  4to,  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth, 
|l       $11  00  ;  ̂ heep   12  00 
pPea.slee — Human  Histology.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
I'Quain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain ;       plates,  $15  00  ;  colored   30  00 
J  Sharpey  and  Quain— Anatomy.    By  Leidy.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  cloth..  6  00 j  Smith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
j|  S.olly— Anatomy  and  Disease  of  the  Brain.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 
iTodd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 
i  WilsoQ^tHumaix  Anatomy.    By  Gobrecht.    Svo.^sheep   3  75 

I  ANESTHETICS. 
I  Chanoiug  on  Etherization  in  Child-birth.    Svo   2  00 
Flagg  oa  Etherization  and  Chloroform   1  00 

I  CHEMISTRY. 

I  Abel  and  Bloxham — Hand-Book  of  Chemi.stry.    Svo.,  cloth.   3  25 
'  Bowman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 '■        "         Medical          "                    "    1  75 
I  Brtfcnde  and  Taylor —      "           8vo.,  cloth   3.50 
i  Fownes —                     "           12mo.,  cloth...  ,  1  65 
,   Morfit— Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus., 
I        Svo.,  sheep   4  00 

'i           THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC.  - 
Bennett,  (.L  H.) — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.    8vo.,  cloth   $1  25 
Bowditch — Young  Stethoscopist.    Timo   125 
Flint  on  Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 

'i     "    on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 
"  Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth     1  25 !  tjros.s  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cuts,  8vo.,  cloth...  2  75 
,!  Hughes— Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 
|!  Lawsou — Phthisis  Pulmonalis.    Svo   3  50 
Skoda — Ausi^ultation  and  Percussion.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 ,    Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth   75 
Stokes  on  tho  Heart  and  Aorta.    8vo.,  sheep   3  00 Sweet  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest   3  00 
Tliojnpsou — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonai-y  Consumption.  8vo., cloth   1  25 

j  WttJshe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo. ,  cloth   2  25 
I      "      on  the  Heart.    8vo.,  cloth  ,   2  25 

CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 
Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children.    8vo.,  cloth   $3  25 
Evanson  and  Mauas^l  on  Children   1  25 
How  to  Nurse  Sick  Children   3S 
Jacobi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements.    ]2mo.,  cloth   1  00 
MeigM  on  the  Diseases  oi  Children.    Svo.,  sheep   3  50 
Tnuner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.    12mo   150 
West — Ler4,ures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    8vo.,  cloth   2  75 
I  CLIMATOLOGY. 

Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States.    8vo   $5  00 
Johnson  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates   3  00 

DENTISTRY. 
Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  conncctel  with  Dental  Surgery.  8vo., sheep   $3  00 
Harris — Princi]iles  and  Practice  of  Denial  Surgery.    Svo   5  00 
Kichardson-^Mechauical  Dontisuy.    Illustrated,  Svo   3  50 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated    3  00 

I  Tomes— vDental  Surgery.   208  Illus( rations,  Svo   3  50 
!  DICTIONARIES. 
j!   Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine.   12mo.,  sheep..   $1  50 

Duuglisoa — Medical  Lexicon.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 
DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 

Hanriltcm  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  75 
Malgaigne — Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 Smith  oax  Fractuv'^   4  50 

DISSECTORS. 
Agnew — Practical  Anatomy   1  00 
Allen — Practical  Anatomist.    12mo.,  cloth   2  25 Dublin  Dissector   1  50 
*Leidy  and  Hunt — Dissector.    12mo   1  50 

EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12mo.,  cloth   $1  50 
.Jones — Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery.    New  Ed.,  Svo.,  cloth,  3  00 
Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  sheep   6  00 
Mackenzie  on  the  Eye     8vo.,  cloth   5  25 
Toynbee— Aural  Surgery.    8vo.,  cloth   3  00 
AValton — Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Svo. ,  sheep   3  00 
Williams  on  the  Eye   150 

FEMALES,  DISEASES  OF. 
Ashwell  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  00 
Bedford — Diseases  of  Women  and  Children   3  2^ 
Bennett — Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 

"       Uterine  Pathology   50 
Brown — Surgical  Di.sea.ses  of  Females.    Svo. ,  cloth   160 
Columbat— Diseases  of  Females.    By  Meigs.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
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DSFORMITIES  OF  THE  JSTECK. 
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Of  Bro..klyn,  N.Y. 

(Contimied  from  page  330.) 
GrK\TLEMEN :  We  regret  to  annotmce  that  tlie 

time  ailotecT  for  these  lectures  has  expired,  and  that 
the  advanced  season  forces  us  to  drop  the  sulaject 
where  we  left  it  at  our  last  meeting.  An  apology 
is  scarcely  needed  in  reference  to  the  deformities 
of  the  upper  extremities,  which  we  have  omitted, 
for  their  pathology  and  treatment  can  be  brought 
down  to  the  same  principles  and  maxims  we  have 
delineated  on  previous  occasions. 

What  we  do  regret  is,  that  we  have  to  refrain 
for  the  present  from  the  pleasure  of  imparting  to 
you  the  knowledge  of  the  so-called  osteotomic  and 
osteoplastic  operations,  mainly  of  German  origin 
•and  culture.  These  operations  form  a  most  in- 

teresting and  not  the  less  practical  chapter  in 
orthopsedic  surgery ;  they  are  comxjaratively  novel 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  and  almost  indispen- 

sable in  aggravated  rachitic  deformities  of  the 
cylindrical  bones.  However,  the  present  postpone- 

ment of  that  subject  shall  not  deprive  you  of  a 
future  opportunity  to  render  yourselves  conversant 
with  it,  for  we  purpose  to  resume  our  lectures  at 
the  earliest  convenience. 

Nobody  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  brief  and 
fragmentary  form  in  which  our  discourse  has  been 
carried  on.  But,  gentlemen,  lectures  cannot  give 
yoa  literary  completeness  without  becoming  ex- 

cessively tedious  and  pedantic.  Lectures  are  not 
for  reference  but  for  immediate  instruction.  At  d!ll 

events,  cursory  as  our  lectures  have  been 'from 
necessity,  we  have  arduously  labored  to  render 
them  beneficial  to  you  in  a  practical  point  of  view. 
Sometimes  it  may  have  occurred  to  you  that  we 
made  too  strong  efforts  against  popularized  and 
received  doctrines,  and  that  we  indulged  in  too 
severe  criticism, of  the  same.  Bat,  gentlemen, 
popular  doctrines  are  but  too  often  the  most  for- 

midable obstacles  to  scientific  advancement ;  they 

are  the  rubbish  of  past  apes,  obstructions,  so  to 
speak,  which  should  be  removed  in  order  to  clear 
the  track  for  progress. 

Next,  you  may  think  that  we  have  been  too 
earnest  in  putting  forth  our  scientific  and  prac- 

tical merits  for  the  advancement  of  orthopedic 
surgery.  But  if  others  studiously  withhold  from 
us  the  just  acknowledgement  of  our  own  literary 
property,  and  even  worse,  turn  it  to  an  account 
for  personal  ends,  modesty  would  be  ill-placed. 
Against  plagiarism  and  false  pretences,  direct  ex- 

posure seems  to  be  the  best  protective,  and  if  we 
have  committed  an  error  of  judgment,  it  has  cer- 

tainly been  on  the  side  of  delicacy  in  not  lifting 
the  veil  from  the  names  and  actions  of  the  literary 
Bedouins  who  have  tried  to  deprive  us  of  our  just '  dues. 

I  In  parting  from  you  we  sincerely  thank  you  for 
I  the  dihgent  attention  you  have  shown  during  the 
!  course  of  our  lectures,  and  we  do  hope  that  you  may 
'  derive  some  advantage  in  return  of  your  devotion. 

Since  the  closing  of  our  lectures  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  a  patient  afflicted  with  pos- 

terior curvature.  For  the  last  five  years  we  had 

charge  of  her  case  and  have  closely  observed  the 
different  phases  through  which  she  has  passed. 

Having  likewise  secured  the  specimen  of  the  af- 
fected spine  and  subjected  the  same  to  a  careful 

examination,  we  are  able  to  present  a  history  of 

rare  congruity,  importance  and  interest,  furnishing 
as  it  does  a  continuous  commentary  on  the  pathol- 

ogy and  therapeutics  advanced  by  the  author  in 
the  preceding  pages.  The  following  addendum 
will,  we  feel  persuaded,  be  acceptable  to  the  reader. 

Case  of  Kyphosis  of  more  than  six  years'  stand- 
ing, complicated  witn  motor-paralysis  of  lower 

extremities;  relief  of  the  latter  and  arrest  of  the 
disease  for  a  period  of  four  years;  deatn  from 
granular  meningitis ;  interesting  pathological 
disclosures  ;  with  three  illustrations. 

At  the  tender  age  of  2  years  and  9  months  the 

patient  met  with  a  fall.    A  short  time  alter  the 
accident  the  little  girl  exhibited  some  indefinite 

indisposition,  inducing  the  parents  to  call  upon 
Prof.  WiLLARD  Parker.    There  were  as  yet  no  in- 

dications of  an  impending  spinal  trouble,  never- 
theless that  sagacious  surgeon  rendered  a  clear 

diagnosis.    Deriving  hovfever  no  encouragement 
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from  liim  as  to  the  ultimate  recovery  of  their  off-  laritj  of  all  vital  functions,  excellent  appetite 
spring,  the  parents  subsequently  placed  the  child  i  and  rest,  satisfactory  appearance,  increased  weight 
under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Valextixe  Mott,  who    (by  five  pounds),  entire  immunity  from  pain,  loco- 
directed  the  ordinary  treatment  then  in  vogue, 
rather  encouraging  than  disparaging  locomotion. 
Among  other  remedies  resorted  to,  issues  close  to 

motion  of  lower  extremities  almost  re-established 
to  perfection. 

During  this  period  we  had  already  applied  the 
the  spine  were  established.  For  five  months  the  spinal  splint,  allowed  the  patient  to  creep  about  on 
treatment  was  scrupulously  carried  out,  whilst  the 
malady  was  steadily  advancing.  At  last  the  treat- 

ment was  suspended,  and  for  ten  months  nothing 
was  done  to  arrest  or  mitigate  the  affliction.  Mean- 

while the  suffering  of  the  patient  had  become  un- 
bearable, the  deformity  had  greatly  increased,  and 

the  locomotive  power  of  the  lower  extremities  so 

much  impeded,  that  the  parents  again  sou^it  pro- 
fessional aid. 

At  this  juncture  we  took  charge  of  the  case.  The 
patient  was  then  prostrate,  attenuated  and  almost 
hydrsemic.  She  was  moderately  feverish ;  cardiac 
action  greatly  excited ;  her  respiration  laborious, 
and  her  temper  irritable.  The  angular  deformity 
occupied  the  tlioraco-lumbar  portion  of  the  spine, 
the  first  lumbar  spinous  process  being  the  most 
prominent  point.  There  was  great  tenderness 
about  the  spine,  and  such  perfect  motor  paralysis 
of  the  lower  half  of  the  body  that  no  stimulus  ex- 

cited the  slightest  reflex  action.  No  traces  of 
abscess  could  however  be  found  in  either  lumbar 

or  ik'O  inguinal  regions. 
The  early  appearance  of  the  deformity  after  the  j 

knees  and  elbows,  and  to  be  taken  into  the  open 
air.  At  the  end  of  the  same,  pres.uming  that  a 
most  unexpected  consolidation  of  the  spine  had  been 
achieved,  v>  e  ordered  a-  spinal  supporter  closely 
fitting  to  the  cast  then  taken,  (Fig.  52.  i  and  suffered 
the  patient  to  take  cautious  and  moderate  exercises, 
frequently  interrupted  by  rest  in  the  recumbent 
posture.  The  first  attempts  of  this  description 
were  however  so  satisfactory  in  their  bearing,  that 
very  soon  we  removed  all  restrictions  and  allowed 
the  child  to  do  whatever  she  pleased. 

Four  years  the  patient  was  thus  doing  well. 
Although  we  frequently  saw  the  patient,  yet  we 
had  no  occasion  to  call  upon  her  professionally  again 
until  last  Spring,  when  she  had  suddenly  been  taken 
sick.  Without  enlarging  on  the  details  of  her  late 
illness,  suffice  it  to  say  that  she  suffered  from,  and 
eventually  died  of  meningitis  cerebralic  exudativa. 

Fortunately  the  enlightened  parents  felt  the 
same  interest  in  the  character  of  the  case,  that  I 
did,  and  therefore  readily  consented  to  the  autopsy, 
which  was  made  twenty-four  hoilrs  after  death. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  body,  especially 
accident,  its  seat,  rapid  progress  and  angular  shape  I  the  state  of  her  nutrition,  was  satisfactory- con- 
left  scarcely  any  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
trouble,  namely,  fracture  in  the  ̂ ody  of  either  the 
twelfth  thoracic  or  first  lumbar  vertebra.  Under 

this  impression  the  prognosis  was  certainly  un- 
favorable, for  all  symptoms  indicated  structural 

and  form-alterations  of  some  vertebral  bodies. 
Caries  was  at  least  impending,  if  it  had  not  already 
commenced  ;  new  complications  were  thus  threat- 

ening, irrespective  of  the  already  existing  para- 
plegia. In  fine,  the  constitutional  force  of  the  pa- 

tient had  already  been  broken  down.  There  were 
consequently  no  prospects  of  recovery,  even  the 
arrest  of  the  disease  was  more  than  problematical. 

Nevertheless,  whatever  might  be  tlie  eventual 
results  of  the  treatment,  the  actual  sufferings  of 
the  patieirt  demanded  some  palliatives.  Horizontal 

sidering  that  it  had  just  passed  through  a  course 
of  sickness  during  which  but  little  food  had  been 
taken.  There  was  intense  arachnitis  with  widely 
scattered  granular  eminences,  made  up  however 
of  connective  tissue  ;  the  disease  did  not  extend 
into  the  spinal  canal,  though  the  brain  and  cervical 
portion  of  spinal  cord  were  in  a  state  of  hyper- 
femia.  Thorough  search  for  tubercular  deposits  in 
other  organs  ended  in  a  negative  result.  That 
fragment  of  the  .-pine  concerned  in  the  disease 
having  been  removed  and  longitudinally  divided, 
disclosed,  indeed,  a  pathological  condition  which 
we  were  not  prepared  to  find.  We  annex  illus- 

trations of  this  and  another  important  specimen, 
that  their  comparative  value  may  be  realized. 

Tlie  former  (A.  B.j  consists  of  the  six  inferior 
posture  upon  a  water  bed,  moderate  local  deple-   thoracic,  the  second  and  third  lumbar  vertebra3. 
tion,  inunctions  with  Ung.  Ilydrargyri,  andof  course 
generous  diet,  were  in.sisted  on  and  readily  complied 
with. 

We  should  not  have  been  surprised  to  see  the 
patient  somewhat  relieved  by  this  treatment,  but 
our  expectation  was  greatly  exceeded  both  by  the 
rapidity  and  extent  of  her  imi^rovement,  so  much 
BO  indued,  that  we  became  akeptic  of  our  diagnosis. 
The  ameliorations  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month 
may  be  briefly  auuimed  up  as  follows :  Regu- 

besides  fragments  of  the  first  4  lumbar  ones.  To 
the  left  half  of  the  specimen  the  corresponding 
portion  of  the  spinal  cord  is  still  attached.  (1.) 
The  angular  infraction  of  the  spine  lod^ites  exactly 
at  the  remnant  of  the  first  lumbar  vertebra.  On 
raising  the  cord  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  bend 
of  the  spine  leaves  the  spinal  canal  free  from  any 
encroachment  or  ohstruction  whatever.  Nor  is  any 
morbid  chajige  x^itiSeuted  by  either  the  cord  or  its 
membranes. 
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Anteriorly  and  laterally  the  lower  portion  of  tlie 
specimen  is  surrounded  by  a  large  complement  of 
firm  connective  tissue  (2J,  obviously  restraining 
the  otherwise  inevitable  mobility  of  the  infracted 
spine.  The  adjacent  soft  parts  show  no  indication 
whatever  of  suiDpuration.  Whilst  with  one  excep- 

tion all  inter  vertebral  fibro-.cartilages  are  completely 
healthy,  the  body  of  the  first  lumbar  vertebra 
is  almost  totally,  and  that  of  the  twelfth  thoracic 
l^artially  destroyed,  and  the  remaining  ones  exhibit 
more  or  less  large  cavities  (3)  filled  with  a  yellow 
semi-solid  material.  All  these  cavities  are  located 
close  to  the  dura  mater  (-i),  and  in  some  that 
membrane  supplies  the  posterior  wall  of  the  same. 
Whether  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  vertebral 
bodies  had  slightly  suffered  from  osteoporosis  we 
are  uncertain;  that  of  the  twelfth  dorsal  was 
rather  densified  from  plastic  infiltration.  In  the 
fresh  state  a  moderate  hypersemia  of  the  spine 
could  be  clearly  discerned. 

As  has  been  mentioned,  two  of  the  vertebral 
bodies  had  substantially  suffered  in  both  shape  and 
size.  Of  the  body  of  the  first  lumbar  vertebra,  but 
a  posterior  fragment  (5 )  has  remained,  and  even 
from  this  a  smaller  piede  (6)  has  becomt;  so  com- 

pletely detached  that  it  can  be  taken  out  of  its 
crummy  bed  and  replaced.  Anteriorly  to  the  frag- 

ment a  tolerably  large  cavity  (7)  exists,  which  we 
found  filled  with  a  similar  material  as  the  cavities 
of  the  bodies.  Of  the  body  of  the  twelfth  thoracic 
vertebra,  but  a  small  fragment  is  missing;  its  form 
has  then  become  deficient  in  a  diagonal  direction 
(S^  as  if  a  small  wedge  had  been  chipped  off  from 
the  anterior  and  lower  portion.  Exceedingly  in- 

teresting is  the  relation  between  the  remnants  of 
the  two  bodies.  The  lower  surface  of  the  upper 
vertebra  rests  upon  the  anterior  of  the  lower  in 

question,  W^hether  that  material  was  tubercle  or 
changed  pus  ? 

Great,  indeed,  was  our  discomfiture  when  that 
gentleman  sent  us  an  answer  to  the  effect  "that  it 
needed  no  microscope  to  recognize  the  tubercular 

material  of  the  specimen." 
In  spite  of  our  deference  for  that  opinion,  we 

nevertheless  continued  our  own  investigation, 
which  resulted  in  a  widely  different  conclusion. 
The  subject  being  however  of  too  great  importance 
to  rely  on  our  observation  exclusively,  we  re- 

quested Prof.  Alouzo  Clark  to  lend  us  his  assist- 
ance, which  he  courteously  granted.  In  an  ex- 

amination of  more  than  an  hour,  instituted  with 
that  care  and  circumsi}ection  which  so  eminently 
distinguishes  that  gentleman,  the  fact  was  indis- 

putably established  that  the  material  in  question  was 
bona  fide  pus  in  a  state  of  condensation  and  fatty  de- 

generation. 
Another  question  at  once  grows  out  of  that  de- 

cision, namely,  how  a  e  the  viidtilocalar  ahscesse-i  in 
the  vertebral  bodies  to  he  accounted  for  ?  The  answer 
is  much  easier  than  might  be  imagined.  For  all 
the  abscesses  are  placed  in  close  proximity  to  the 
spinal  dura  mater ;  some  of  them  open  upon  it. 
Subjacent  to  that  membrane  and  along  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  spinal  canal  a  similar  material  can  be 
traced,  which  connects,  as  it  were,  the  abscesses 
all  along  the  spine.  We  infer  therefore  that  the 
purulent  material  in  the  place  of  any  other  outlet, 
moved  up  and  downward  between  the  dura  mater 
and  the  anterior  wall  of  the  osseous  spinal  canal, 
causing  the  multilocular  abscess  and  eventually 
undergoing  all  the  changes  simultaneously  with 
their  contents.  This  would  seem  the  only  explan- 

ation admissible. 
During  the  suppurative  process  the  quantity  of 

almost  a  right  angle.  But  it  would  seem  as  if  the  '  pus  that  raised  the  dura  mater  from  the  spine,  the 
upper  surface  of  the  first  lumbar  vertebra  had  in-  !  spinal  cord  must  have  been  compressed  or  have 
clined  forward  and  downward,  in  which  case  the  1  suffered  from  irritation  and  hence  the  parapleg.ia. 
cancellated  structure  must  have  previously  caved  ;  Thus  the  pathology  of  the  case  seems  clear  and 
in.  Between  the  two  the  intervertebral  disk  is 
completely  destroyed. 

The  reader  may  readily  imagine  that  we  felt  the 

plausible.    Yet  other  points  need  mention. 
In  the  first  place  were  we  right  in  presuming  a 

fracture  as  the  cause  of  the  deformity  ?  After  a  due 

most  intense  interest  to, get  at  the  real  natui-e  and  '  deliberation  of  all  circumstances  attendiui 
composition  of  that  yellow  semi-solid  material  that 
filled  the  osseous  caverns.  At  the  first  glance  it 
presented  itself  as  tubercular  deposit  par  excel- 

lence, and  this  very  appearance  made  us  s,Lill  more 

case,  we  cannot  be  induced  to  change  the  previous 
diagnosis.  For  the  existing  mischief  is  by  no 
means  incompatible  with  the  same,  irrespective  of 
the  arguments  already  set  forth.    We  have  re- 

tenacious  in  ferreting  out  its  character.  Whilst  we  |  peatedly  stated  in  our  lectures  that  the  thoraco- 
engaged  iu  the  microscopic  examination  of  one,  |  lumbar  region  of  the  spine  is  very  susceptible  to 
we  sent  the  other  half  of  the  specimen  to  a  gentle-  j  fracture,  and  that  a  wedge  shaped  fragment  may 
man  in  New  York,  whose  profound  knowledge  in  I  be  easily  chipped  off  in  front  and  below  a  vertebral 
pathological  anatomy,  and  d^terity  \\i  the  use  of  i  body.  This  has  been  demonstrated  by  experiments 
the  microscope  has  perhaps  no  superior  in  this  !  and  autopsies.  If  the  fracture  is  disregarded  and 
country.  To  prevent  misunderstanding,  we  ac-  the  patient  continues  locomotion,  the  fragment  is 
companied  the  specimen  with  a  note,  setting  forth  displaced  anteriorly  and  the  spine  bent  backward, 
that  we  requested  his  opinion  as  an  expert  on  the  ;  The  former  may  or  may  not  become  agglutinated 
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[Vol  X. ill  the  new  position.  In  the  latter  case  it  niaj  be 
turned  into  a  sequestrum  and  thus  give  rise  like 

every  other  foreign  body,  to  local  irritation,  sup- 
puration, caries  of  the  adjacent  bony  structures, 

and  in  fine,  lead  to  exactly  the  very  same  conse- 

pint,  besides  being  very  fluid.  During  the  h'.st 
three  months  the  size  of  the  abscess  has  obviously 
diminished,  whilst  its  contents  have  become  more 
condensated  and  its  walls  thickened.  Similar  ob- 

servations other  surgeons  have  ma^le  in  the  like 

quences  with  which  we  had  to  grapple  in  concreto.  j  cases.    In  the  same  ratio  as  the  bone  pus  becomes 
Next,  which  of  the  vertebral  .bodies  had  been  |  mixed  up  with  the  detritus  of  other  structures,  or 

fractured  ?    In  glancing  at  the  specimen  it  will  be  j  decomposed,  it  certainly  assumes  a  more  caustic 
found  that  the  twelfth  thoracic  one  exhibits  ex- 

actly the  form  in  which  the  ordinary  fracture 
would  leave  it,  that  is  to  say,  the  body  is  defective 
to  the  extent  of  a  small  wedge  removed  anteriorly 

and  inferiorly.  Caries  of  the  fractured  surface 

may  have  slightly  increased  the  defect,  but  the 

and  therefore  destructive  character,  so  as  to  corrode 
even  the  integuments,  despite  of  their  epithelial 

protection. In  the  presput  case  we  had  purely  bone  pus, 
formed  by  henlthy  osseous  structure  ;  it  was  con- 
seqne}it]y  of  an  indifferent  and  mild  character  and 

type  is  still  visible.  The  greater  destruction  of  the  ;  therefore  not  apt  to  carry  great  destruction  in  its 
first  lumbar  vertebral  body  may  be  thus  accounted  j  course.  Six  years  were  thus  required  to  disinte- 
for,  that  the  bony  fragment  remained  in  connection  i  grate  a  single  vertebral  body,  although  most  ex- 

with  the  lower  tibro-cartilage,  that  therefore*  the^j  posed,  whereas  in  more  remote  locations  it  just irritation  arising  from  that  source  was  more  readily  I  sufficed  to  cause  comparatively  superficial  excava- 
transmitfed  to  the  structures  to  which  it  was  at- 

tached, and  that  in  fine  the  matter  would  more 
readily  descend  tha.n  ascend.  Thus  the  body  of 
the  lumbar  vertebra  had  been  macerated  in  pus, 
and  eventually  disintegrated.  There  is  likewise  a 

possibility  that  the  fracture  extended  at  once 
through  both  implicated  vertebral  bodies  down  to 
the  subjacent  fibro  cartilage.  If  we  elongate  the 
line  from  the  face  of  the  twelve  thoracic  vertebrae 
through  the  first  lumbar,  it  would  terminate  at 

tions. 

Inasmuch  as  the  purulent  flow  entered  the  spinal 
canal  and  diffused  anteriorly  between  dura  mater 

and  spine,"  it  may  be  reasonably  inferred  that  the 
previous  paraplegia  of  the  patient  had  derived  its 
cause  from  that  source  either  by  mechanical  or 

dynamic  effect. 
As  soon  as  the  local  irritation  was  stopped  by 

reclination  of  the  patient,  the  suppuration  of  the 
affected  spine  became  virtually  arrested  and  nature 

least  1'^'  from  the  spinal  canal.  Such  a  suppo-  !  at  once  initiated  the  process  of  repair,  so  clearly 
position  is  however  scarcely,  tenable,  since  the  j  demonstrated  by  the  specimen.  Nothing  seems  to 
posterior  curvature  must  have  been  instantaneous  |  have  been  in  the  way  to  perfect  recovery  as  far  as 
and  at  once  considerable. 

Again,  it  seems  singular  that  suppuration  to  that 

the  local  disease  is  concerned. 

In  comparing  the  specimen  ("A.  B.)  with  another 
extent,  provoked  and  maintained  by  foreign  bodies,    specimen  (C.)  on  the  plate,  it  must  be  conceded 

that  the  pathological  conditions  disclosed  are  of  a 
very  different  cast.  In  A  B,  the  cancellated  struc- 

ture is  preeminently  affected  ;  in  C  the  interver- 
tebral cartilage  has  suffered  most,  whereas  the 

osseous  structure  is  scarcely  touched.  The  last 
illustration  represents  the  specimen  we  have  re- 

ferred to  in  Fig.  49  of  our  lectures. 
Thus  we  have  demonstrated,  as  we  hope  to  the 

satisfaction  of  the  reader,  the  fact  that  different 
causes  underlie  the  posterior  curvatures,  and  that 

it  is  impossible  to  substitute  DiaPECH's  hypothesis 
for  pathological  realities. 

The  comparative  results  attained  by  different 
modes  of  treatment  speak  for  themselves.  Under 
the  former  the  disease  steadily  advanced,  both 
locally  and  constitutionally  ;  in  the  latter  the  pa- 

tient improveil,  recovered  locomotion  and  a  relative 
state  of  health.  What  more  is  needed  than  the 
specimens  themselves,  to  prove  that  issues  are 
inoperative  in  tlie  like  structural  lesion  growing 
out  of  mechanical  derangements.  And  a  mere 
glance  at  those  conditions  must  satisfy  the  most 
skeptic  mind  that  the  superstructure  of  the  body 

as  it  were,  should  have  existed  without  external 
manifestation,  and  moreover,  should  have  come  to 
a  spontaneous  stand-still  for  so  long  a  period  as 
four  years.  Facts  like  these  do  not  often  present 
themselves  in  the  ordinary  range  of  surgical  ob- 

servation. Some  suggestions  occur  to  our  mind 
which  may  tend  to  render  those  facts  more  trans- 

parent and  intelligible. 
As  .an  ordinary  observation  it  must  be  admitted 

that  the  quantity  of  pus  produced  by  bone  disease 
is  comparatively  but  trifling.  Bona  fide  bone  ab- 

scesses are  never  large,  and  the  pus  is  mostly  of 
good  quality.  Its  decompo.sition  is  brought  on  by 
access  of  atmospheric  air.  Moreover,  as  shown  by 
Gurlt,  the  pu.s  of  bones  has  a  great  susceptibility 
to  be  converted  into  a  soft  cheese-like  substance,  j 
hence  its  l>eing  confounded  with  tubeicular  de- 

posits. 
We  have  at  present  a  little  boy  in  treatment  fSr 

posterior  curvature,  who  has  liad  for  the  last  nine 
month."*  an  ileo-lumbar  abscess  of  considerable  size 
without  disturbing  hini.  In  the  beginning,  the 
quantity  of  pus  could  not  have  been  less  than  a 
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^unoTbe  borne  erect  by  a  foundation  so  utterly  I  Her  pulse  is  feeble  and  rapid,  90  per  minute ;  skin 

disquali^ed  I  ^"^^T  sallow  and  the  body  very  much  emaciated 
The  publication  of  this  case  has  but  the  object 

of  contributing  to  the  correct  und.rstandiug  of  the 

pathology  of  kyphosis,  which  alone  should  govern 

the  healing  art,  and  is  not  intended  to  reflect  on 

the  professional  views  and  curative  maxims  of  a 

venerable  ̂ 'estor  of  our  profession,  of  whose  merits 

for  the  promotion  of  surgery  none  can  have  a  more 
exalted  appreciation  than  the antlior. 

Communications, 

MEDICAL  PSAGMENTS. 
By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 

Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 
(Continued  from  p.  429.) 

Chronic  Vaginal  Leucorrhoea. 

Mrs.   ,  aged  thirty,  came  to  my  office  March 

10,  1860,  and  ̂ ave  the  following  history  of  her 

case.  Something  more  than  twelve-  months  since, 
she  awoke  one  morning  with  rigors,  heaviness 

and  languor,  pain  in  the  back  and  around  the  loins, 
headache  and  thirst,  with  a  quick  pulse  and  a  bad 

tongue.  As  the  morning  advanced  she  began  to 
feel  a  sense  of  heat  and  soreness  in  tlie  vagina, 

with  itching  of  the  external  parts.  By  evening 
these  symptoms  had  increased  in  severity ;  pain, 
.smarting,  a  feeling  of  weight  and  bearing  down 

were  now  added,  together  with  a  sensation  of  tight- 
ness, as  though  the  vagina  was  swelled.  At  this 

stage  of  her  difficulties  her  bladder  became  irri- 
table, and  she  was  constantly  annoyed  with  a  de- 

sire to  micturate.  These  symptoms  continued  for 

twenty-four  hours  without  aiiy  abatement,  when 
she  sent  for  a  physician,  who  bled  her  copiously, 

gave  her  a  large  dose  of  calomel  and  rhubarb  and 
ordered  injections  of  cold  water.  After  this  her 

symptoms  gradually  became  much  milder,  and  by 
the  fifth  day  they  had  all  disappeared,  excepting 
the  soreness  in  the  vagina,  with  the  weight  and 

bearing  down.  As  the  more  violent  symptoms  sub- 
sided, she  noticed  a  slight  discharge  of  a  thin 

colorless  fluid  from  the  vagina,  which  gradually 

increased  in  quantity  until  it  became  very  annoy- 
ing, saturating  several  napkins  during  the  day. 

After  some  three  weeks  the  discharge  assumed  a 

yellowish  appearance,  became  of  a  much  thicker 
'  consistency,  and  considerably  diminished  in  quan- 

tity, and  notwithstanding  she  has  been  under 
treatment  ever  since,  she  has  been  almost  a  con- 

stant sutferer  from  it  and  its  attending  complica- 
tions. 

At  the  time  of  her  visit  she  had  the  appearance 
of  an  individual  sulTering  under  serious  disease. 

has  frequent  attacks  of  sick  headacdie  which  lasts 
the  whole  day,  and  when  they  subside,  leaves  her 
very  much  prostrated  for  several  days.  She  is  also 
troubled  with  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  vertigo, 
particularly  on  rising  in  the  mo-uing.  Her  appe- 

tite is  bad  and  her  bowels  costive.  She  Iras  an 
aching  pain  across  the  loins,  extending  across  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  The  bowels  are  tender 
to  the  touch.  The  urine  is  scanty  and  of  a  lig.it 
straw  color,  and  under  the  microscope  it  shows  an 
abundance  of  epithelium  and  small  crystals  of  the 
oxalate  of  lime.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  the 
OS  uteri  is  a  little  lower  than  usual,  showing  a* 
slight  prolapsus  of  the  womb.  The  os  does  not 
appear  thickened  nor  indurated.  The  vagina  is 
not-tender  to  the  touch,  neither  is  there  any  extra 
heat  in  the  parts.  Her  menses  are  regular,  but 
very  scanty.  At  each  menstrual  period,  for  a  few 
days  after  it  ceases,  the  leucorrboeal  discharge  is 
quite  abundant,  and  exliausts  her  very  much. 

From  the  absence  of  any  symptoms  of  uterine 
disease,  we  were  inclined  to  regard  the  malady  as 
vaginal  leucorrhoea.  The  first  disease  was  va- 

ginitis. This  paved  the  way  to  that  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  mucous  .membrane  of  the  vagina, 

which  has  kept  up  for  so  long  this  annoying  dis- 
charge. The  patient's  health  is  suffering  severely 

from  this  local  trouble.  As  there  is  no  symptom 
of  inflammation  in  any  of  the  structures  of  the 
vagina,  we  regard  this  flux  as  the  result  of  de- 

bility— a  want  of  contractility  in  the  excretory 
functions  of  the  vaginal  mucous  memii-ane.  For 
the  purpose  of  correcting  this  morbid  condition, 
and  improving  the  general  health  of  the  system, 
she  was  ordered  the  following  : 

ilacrotin,  gr.  xv. 
Ferri.  sulph,  3i. 
Strychnire,  gr.  ij. 
Ext.  gentianje,  3iss.  M. 

Ft.  in  pill  no  xxx. 
Take  one  three  times  a  day  before  eating. 
The  bowels  were  to  be  kept  in  a  soluble  con- 

dition by  an  occasional  dose  of  the  compound  rhu- 
barb pills,  and  at  night  before  retiring  to  rest  she 

was  to  take  a  cold  hip  bath.  Her  diet  was  to  be 
nutritious,  and  she  was  to  take  as  much  exercise 
as  she  could  without  experiencing  fatigue.  Under 
this  plan  of  treatment  the  leucorrha?a  was  soon 
overcome,  and  in  six  we<^ks  all  her  disagreeable 
symptoms  had  vanished,  and  in  eight  she  was  in 
the  enjoyment  of  better  health  than  she  had  been 

for  years. In  this  form  of  leucorrhoea  I  regard  the  m.ncrotin, 
in  connection  with  ij'on  and  strychnia,  as  almost  a 
specific.  In  the  worst  cases  of  the  malady  that 

have  come  under  my  cai'e,  wherein  I  have  em. 
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[Vol.  X. ployed  it,  it  has  never  disappointed  my  expecta- 
tions. The  niacvotin  is  the  resinoid  principle  of 

the  root  of  Cimicifugn  Rar(  ))}n<a.  It  is  a  tonic  and 
alterative,  acting  almost  specirieally  upon  the  miT- 
cous  membrane  of  the  uterus  and  vagina.  It  does 
not  possess  all  the  medical  properties  of  the  root, 
particularly  the  narcotic  principles,  hence  it  is  not 
as  useful  in  rheumatism  and  neuralgia  as  the  fluid 
extract  or  tincture  of  Cimicituga.  In  prescribing  it 
in  leucorrhoea,  I  always  give  it  in  very  small  doses, 
for  when  given  in  larger  doses  than  half  a  grain 
three  times  a  day,  for  several  days  in  succession, 
it  causes  pain  in  the  head,  nausea,  and  a  distress- 

ing and  painful  seiisation  in  the  joints  and  limbs 
generally.  Tliere  is  no  necessity  for  this  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease  now  under  consideration. 
All  we  want  is  its  alterative  effects,  and  these  can 
he  fully  secured  by  the  size  dose  mentioned  aht)ve. 
To  test  the  value  of  this  resinoid  as  a  remedy  in 
chronic  leucorrhopa,  I  have  frequently  given  it 
alone,  and  in  my  hands  it  has  always  proved  use- 

ful. Uniting  it  with  iron  and  strychnia  it  acts  more 
pron\ptly,  and  the  disease  is  much  sooner  cured. 
Iron  and  strychnia  alone  will  cure  leucorrhoea 
sometimes,  but  according  to  my  experience  they 
■will  cure  it  more  surely  and  speedily  if  united  with 
macrotin. 

 • 
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Ukivfrsity  of  Maryland 

^  O.tober  z%th,  1863. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith. 

Reported  by  Dr.  J.  IV.  P.  Bates. 
Wound  of  the  Hand. 

Man,  ret.  thirty.    Here  we  have  a  case  of  pistol- 
ehot  wound  of  the  hand,  which  occurred  on  October 

.  10th.    From  the  appearance  of  the  wound,  the  ball 
probably  entered  the  back  and  j^isscd  out  the  palm 
of  the  hand,  but  of  this  the  paticiil  cni  give,  no  in- 
ff)rination.    A  gun-shot  wound  is  iiioic,  troublesome 
to  manage  than  an  incised  wound,  lor  il  jiai  takes  of 
the  eharacter  of  a  ])unctured,  lacerated,  and  contused 
•wound.    It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  dilate  or  incise 
the  parts,  eo  as  to  allow  of  discharge.    Tl)is  patient 
is  using  the  simple  i»oultice,  which  we  will  continue 
for  a  time;  afterward  we  will  apply  the  Basilicon 
ointment. 

Fibrous  Tumor. 

Woman,  ix-t.  thirty-five.  This  woman  has  a  tumor 
in  the  right  breast,  ai)parently  hl)rous.  It  has  not 
the  characteristics  of  cancer,  and  therefore  cannot 
b«;  malignant ;  but  any  morbid  growth  has  the  ten- 
deufry  to  take  on  malignant  acti(jn,  and  eonsetiuently 
tiiere  Ih  no  <|iieHtion  of  the  jiroitricty  of  its  removal. 
A  free  incision  was  rnarlc,  nnd  llu;  tumor  removed. 
After  removal,  it  was  al)f)Ut  the  si/e  of  a  common 
walnut.  This  tumor  leaves  a  cu,.-like  cavity,  and  if 
^^■<^  ;*hul  U  n]>  ti^ht  we  may  havn  unpleasant  conse- 
qucu'.-eH  from  bU]>puratio)),  but  to  prevent  this  we 

introduce  a  slip  of  linen,  which  preserves  a  passage 
for  any  discharge.  Wound  was  dressed  wnth  adhf- 
sive  strips  and  compress,  and  a  bandage,  carried 
around  the  body  and  supported  by  a  shoulder-str;<]->. Hemorrhage  very  slight,  and  only  one  artery  required 
ligation. 

Erythema. 
Man.  This  patient  is  a  seaman,  and  has  a  super- 

ficial ulcer  occupying  the  anterior  part  of  the  leg. 
When  he  came  into  this  institution  the  part  was 
covered  with  scabs,  which  produced  irritation  ;  they 
were  softened  off,  and  left  the  appearance  which  you 
now  see.  This  is  a  kind  of  erythema  produced  by 
the  action  of  water.  If  water  be  applied,  for  any 
length  of  time,  to  a  part,  it  will  bring  out  an  eru])- 
tion  ;  and  this  circumstance  is  made  ̂ ^se  of  by  tlie 
Hydropaths,  who  tell  their  patients  that  it  will  bring 
out  the  bad  humors.  As  a  local  application,  we  will 
use  : 

Zinci  sulphat.,  gr.  v. 
Aqure.,  f^j.  M. 

And  apply  a  cerate  cloth. 

Medical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Chew. 
Chronic  Diarrhoea. 

Man,  set.  28.  This  man  has  been  for  several  years 
in  Cuba,  where  he  had  an  attack  of  remittent  fever  ; 
from  there  he  went  to  the  Dry  Tortugas,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  baker  ;  and  while  there  he  was 
attacked,  about  ten  months  ago,  with  chronic  diar- 

rhoea. The  skin  is  not  hot,  the  pulse  calm,  no  pain, 
habits  intemperate.  Diarrhoea  is  an  expression  of  a 
diseased  condition  of  the  body,  sometimes  of  inflam- 

mation, at  others  of  irritation.  In  chronic  dysen- 
tery we  sometimes  find  an  amazing  quantity  of  small 

ulcers  in  the  intestines,  especially  the  rectum,  some- 
times perforating  only  the  mucous  coat,  at  others 

opening  into  the  peritoneum.  In  this  case  there 
seems  to  be  more  irritability  than  inflammation.  We 
will  give  this  man  : 

I^.    Tinct.  catechu,  f|j. 
Mist,  cretic,  f^v.  M. 

Sig.  Tablcspoonful  every  four  hours. 
And  put  him  upon  absolute  diet  ;  may  use  bread, 

tea  and  rice,  in  moderate  quantities,  for  we  must 
regulate  the  quantity  as  well  as  the  quality  of  his 
food.  Let  him  keep  quiet,  in  the  recumbent  posi- tion. 

Typhoid  Fever. 
G.  M.,  fict.  seventeen.  In  this  fever  there  is  gene- 

rally tenderness  over  the  ilio-ccecal  region  ;  we  may 
also  feel  or  hear  sonu)  gurgling  upon  making  pres- 

sure. Local  ]Kii)i  is  most  commonly  felt,  first,  in 
the  right  iliac  region,  then  the  left,  and  next  around 
the  umbilictis.  In  this  case  we  have  tyni]'anitis  ;  an 
apathetic  appearance  of  countenance  ;  hoi,  di  v  skin  ; 
heljctude  of  n)ind  ;  distended  abdomen  ;  and  sonnio- 
lence,  tending  to  coma.  Upon  auscultating  his 
chest,  you  can  hear  the  dry  rales  of  broncliitis  on 
both  sides.  In  almost  all  cases  of  this  lc,\  t  i-  you 
will  find  evidence  of  the  presence  of  brom  hit 
Some  ])athologists  believe  it  is  not  inflammation,  but 
only  congestion  oi'  the  broncdiial  tubes  ;  bat  in  some cases  there  is  inflammation,  bec;ause  the  brontdiitis 
I)a8so8  into  the  second  stage,  or  that  of  mucous 
rAles.  This  man  has  been  taking  an  emulsion,  con- 

taining win(!  of  ipecac,  and  bicarbonate  of  potassa, 
int<:iKl(!d  to  (b'l^resH  the  action  of  the  heart  and  re- 

lieve the  inllamniation,  so  as  to  allow  of  secretion. 
The  prognottis  is  very  uncertain.  He  is  very  ill,  and 
it  is  imiiosbiblc,  in  the  first  stage,  to  tell  how  it  will 
end. 
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The  Priacirsles  and  Prac':ic3  cf  Ophthalmic 
Medicine  and  Surgery.  By  T.  Wharton  Joxes,  F. 
R.  S.,  Professor  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  SuT- 
gery  in  University  College,  London  ;  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  the  Hospital,  etc.  Third  and  revised 
American  edition,  with  additions,  from  the  second 
London  edition.  Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea. 
1863.    Price  $3.00. 

The  merited  popnlarity  of  the  treatise  before  ns 
may  readily  be  estimated  from  the  demand  for  the 
two  previous  editions  in  this  country,  and  also  in  the 
recent  appearance  of  a  French  edition,  from  a  trans- 

lation made  by  M.  Foucher,  Profe^seur  Agreg^  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Paris,  and  are  but  deserving 
tributes  to  the  high  reputation  which  has  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Jones,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  v,;lue  of  the  present  edition  is  considerably 
enhanced  frd|ii  additions  made  by  the  editor,  Dr. 
Walter  F.  Atlbe,  in  which  he  has  endeavored  to 
bring  the  work  up  to  the  present  state  of  knowledge 
in  this  department  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  which 
has  been  considerable  within  the  seven  years, 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  the  pre- 

ceding edition.  The  work  begins  with  the  different 
kinds  of  explorations  necessary  for  best  ascertaining 
the  diseases  of  the  visual  organs,  one  of  which  is 
called  the  objective  and  the  other  the  s-ubjective.  In  the 
commencement,  he  lays  down  with  much  stress  the 
precaution,  that  the  eye  should  be  viewed  only  but 
never  touched,  and  then  enters  with  considerable 
minuteness  into  the  methods  by  which  this  may  best 
be  accomplished.  Beginning  with  the  eyebrows,  the 
eyelids,  externally  and  internally,  and  then  the 
lachrymal  organs,  proceeding  to  the  form  and^ppear- 
ance  of  the  eyeballs  generally,  from  thence  to  the  ex. 
ploration  of  the  front  and  interior  of  the  eye,  insist- 

ing upon  the  rule,  too  frequently  neglected  in  such 
examinations,  of  keeping  the  organ  exposed  but  a 
few  seconds  only  at  a  time,  and  then  allowing  the  lids 
to  close  a  few  moments. 

For  all  purposes  of  illumination,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  obtained  by  the  window  is  sufficient,  after  con- 

centration by  means  of  a  convex  lens  of  two  inches 
in  diameter,'  and  three  or  four  in  focal  distance. When  this  will  not  answer  as  when  we  desire  to  detect 
foreign  bodies  impacted  in  the  cornea,  small  exuda- 

tions upon  the  iris  and  minute  structural  changes, 
the  use  of  the  ophthalmoscope  is  recommended. 
After  describing  the  various  modifications  of  the 
original  instrument  of  Helmholtz,  he  speaks  rather 
more  favourably  of  that  of  Reute,  a»  the  rays  cf 
light  are  so  much  converged  that  after  crossing  they 
fall  in  great  dispersion  on  the  retina,  giving  a  more 
extensive  illumination  than  is  to  be  obtained  by  other 
ophthalmoscopes  ;  but  as  the  instrument  of  Ulrich 
is  similar  in  construction  and  more  compact  it 
may  be  preferable  on  this  account.  The  ordinary 
directions  for  such  examinations  are  then  given.  As 
furnishing  a  uniform  and  steady  light  the  argand 
burner  sliding  on  a  vertical  rod  is  recommended. 
Though  the  illustration  which  accompanies  the 
description  has  a  chimney  attached,  he  does  not 
mention  the  propriety  of  having  it  tinged  with  blue, 

which  is  of  no  small  assistance,  since  it  tends  much 
to  whiten  the  light,  not  by  decomposing  (as  most 
writers  will  have  it;  the  red  rays  which  are  in  excess 
but  by  increasing  the  blue  rays  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  natural  ratio  between  these  rays  is  established. — 
The  parts  to  be  seen  in  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
organ,  and  those  we  may  anticipate  in  a  diseased 
state  and  the  most  effective  manner  of  doing  this 
are  described  in  detail,  and  accompanied  with  suit- 

able engravings.  For  the  student  and  junior  practi- 
tioner, nothing  more  on  this  point  can  be  desired. — 

For  tlie  purpose  of  dilating  the  pupil  a  solution  is 
preferred  of 

I^.    Ext.  Belladonnae  gr.xx. 
Aq.  destillat.  ffj.  M. 

Or  what  is  perhaps  to  be  preferred, 
Atripise  sulph.  gr.  ij— iv. 
Aq.  destillat.  f§j.  M. 

The  remaining  half  of  this  chapter  is  set  aside  to 
"  application  of  remedies  to  the  eyes  or  their  neigh- 

borhood, and  the  performance  of  minor  operations 
i  on  them."  Under  this  head  are  mentioned  cold  and 
;  warm  applications,  medicated  vapors  and  collyria, 
the  latter  term  being  used  in  its  primitive  meaning, 
i.  e. — "  any  medicine  for  the  eyes,  whatever  its 
form,"  and  for  their  preparation  numerous  formulae 
are  given.  The  author  attributes  much  of  the 
want  of  success  sometimes  following  their  use  to 
the  fact  that  they  scarcely  come  in  contact  with  the 
conjunctiva  of  the  upper  lid  and  eyeball,  where  they 
should  reach  ;  and  frequently  act  rather  as  irritants 
than  otherwise.  Of  unguents  and  other  fatt^-prepa- rations  the  author  does  not  entertain  the  horror  many 
do  at  the  present  day  :  but  on  the  contrary,  when  re- 

cently and  properly  prepared,  he  thinks  much  may 
be  gained  by  their  judicious  use. 

Local  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeches,  scarification 
with  remarks  upon  Foreign  bodies  in  the  eye  and 
palpebral  space,  and   evacuation  of  the  aqueous 
humor  by  puncture  of  the  cornea  brings  us  to  Chapter 
II.  which  is  devoted  to  ophthalmic  inflammation. 
For  convenience  of  discussion  this  chapter  is  divided 
into  "  Inflammation  in  general "  with  the  various 
distinctions  and  terminations;  and  "Ophthalmic 
Inflammation  in  general,"  which  is  arranged  as  it 
occurs  in  different  tissues  of  the  eye,  each  subdivided 
again  into  varieties,  determined  by  special  causes 
and  conditions,  with  their  reputed  treatment  and 
terminations,  and  lastly  the     Ophthalmise  "  which 
are  considered  as  a  class  of  four  orders,  and  "are 
designated  according  to  the  principal  structure  in- 

volved "  for  the  inflammation  is  seldom  confined  to 
a  single  structure,"  p.  lo5. 

j     In  reference  to  catarrhal  ophthalmia  the  author 
I  believes  that,  'In  its  simpler  forms,  it  is  in  general 
j  readily  subdued,  and  that  in  a  week  or  fortnight.  In 
;  its  severer  forms,  if  neglected,  or  improperly  treated, 
i  ulceration  of  the  cornea  may  take  place,  and,  above 
j  all,  the  palpebral  conjunctiva  is  extremely  apt  to  be 
I  left  in  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation— itself  thick- 
I  ened  and  its  papillae  enlarged — a  state  which  keeps 
I  up  irritation  of  the  eye,  and  whicti  may  lead  to 
i  vascularity  and  opacity  of  the  conjunctiva  cornea," 
i  p.  110.   And  farther  on,  under  the  head  of  "Egyptian 
I  Ophthalmia"  [syn.  granular  or  contagious,  ophthal- 
i  mia  purulens,  gravis,  etc.]  he  remarks  of  it,  that 
I  "  The  morbid  development  in  the  conjunctiva  of  the 
I  eyelids,  and  palpebral  sinuses  of  what  are  called 
i  fjrannlationa,  is  an  early  and  important  eflect  of  the I  inflammation.     The  first  and  second  degrees  of 
I  Egyptian  Ophthalmia  do  not  essentially  difler  in  their 
I  symptoms,  either  objective  or  subjective,  from  the 
1  milder  and  severer  forms  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia, 
i  except  in  the  granular  state  of  the  conjunctiva,  which 
j  though  it  docs  in  some  degrees  exist  in  inveterate 
j  cases  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  presents  itself  in  Egyp- 
■  tian  Ophthalmia,  even  from  the  first,  and  remains  to 
j  the  last,  so  that  it  is  justly  considered  the  peculiar 
I  characteristic  of  the  disease,"  pp.  112,  113. 
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[Vol.  X. These  remarks  possess  for  tis,  at  the  present  time, 
more  than  usual  interest  from  the  large  armies  now 
in  field  and  camp,  of  our  own  country,  and  the  increas- 

ing prevalence  of  these  affections  among  the  soldiers ; 
80  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  diseased  condition 
is  extremely  necessary  to  the  surgeon.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  above  quotations  lead  iis  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  author  is  disposed  to  consider  the 
granulations  in  this  disease,  as  an  elfect  and  not  a 
cause  of  purulent  or  Egyptian  ophthalmia.  This  is 
directly  opposed  to  the  later  researches  in  this  dis- 

ease by  Frank,  Kkausb,  Marston  and  others,  who 
find  the  primary  manifestation  of  the  disorder  to  be 
in  the  minute  closed  mucous  follicles  or  crypts 
described  by  Van  Roosbroeck  and  Bendz.,  which 
are  clustered  together  as  a  patch  near  the  external 
eanthus,  and  they  consider  that  soldier's  ophthalmia 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  these  bodies  afi'ected with  a  specific  morbid  process  and  deposit  which  is 
engendered  by  deficient  hygienic  conditions.  It  is  not 
peculiar  alone  to  man,  fo'r  Frank  and  Stromeyee both  found  these  granulations  existing  in  pigs  which 
lived  in  what  maybe  considered  unhygienic  condi- 

tions while  they  were  absent  in  animals  better  kept. 
In  reference  to  the  "ophthalmia  in  new-born  in- 

fants" it  is  stated  by  the  author  "In  whatever  stage of  this  disease  the  medical  man  may  be  called  in,  he 
may  in  general  pronounce  a  favorable  diagnosis,  if 
he  finds  the  cornea  still  clear,  or  even  though  hazy, 
still  free  from  ulceration  and  abscess,"  p.  119. 
He  thinks  the  application  of  remedies  every 

second  day  sufficient  to  eftect  a  favorable  issue,  but 
our  own  experience  in  this  rapid  and  violent  affec- 

tion is  that  applications  should  be  used  of  less 
strength  but  more  frequently  applied.  The  conclud- 

ing pages  of  this  interesting  chapter  is  devoted  to 
various  morbid  states  of  the  eye,  consequences  of 

the  ophthalmise,"  while  these  results  of  previous  dis- 
ease are  minutely  and  carefully  treated. 

Chapter  III.  is  occupied  with  "  dropsies,  tumors, 
cancer  of  the  eyeball,  cataract,  operations  for  artifi- 

cial pupil,  and  coi  genital  defects  of  the  iris  and 
pupil.  Chapter  IV.  abnormal  states  of  the  optical  re- 

fraction and  adjustants  of  the  Eye.  Chapter  V.  is 
given  to  amaurotic  affections,  and  under  the  section 
devoted  to  glaucoma,  which  lias  recently  received 
such  valuable  contribution  as  to  treatment  in  the 
shape  of  the  operation  of  iridectomy  as  proposed  by 
Von  Graefe,  the  editor  properly  remarks  "that  the operation  of  iridectomy  is  of  no  use  in  chronic 
glaucoma,  while  in  acute  glaucoma  good  effects  do 
result  from  the  operation — and  the  benefit  obtained 
is  to  be  attributed,  namely,  to  the  removal  of  the 
tension  by  evacuation  of  the  superabundant  fluid  of 
the  eye,"  p.  318.  Chapter  VI.  "Loss  of  correspon- dence of  the  sensations  and  movements  of  the  two 
eyca,"  whether  dependent  upon  loss  of  correspondence 
of  sensation  or  upon  the  direction  of  these  organs; 
and  from  containing  directions  by  which  many  of 
these  affections  may  not  only  be  prevented  but  re- 

moved after  bein|^  established,  the  chapter  is  a  most 
valuable  one  and  will  repay  careful  perusal.  Chapters 
VII  -  X.  eniljrace  "diseases  of  the  eyelids;  diseases 
of  the  conjunctiva,  or  rather  of  the  ap]iendage8  of 
this  structure;  and  diseahes  of  the  lachrymal  organs; 
and  these  arc  followed  bydiscascs  of  the  f)rl)it.  This 
brings  us  to  the  final  chapter,  wherein  is  discussed 
Injuries  to  the  eye,  and  its  appendages. 

We  have  now  reached  the  termination  of  tliis  vol- 
ume by  Mr.  WuAKTON  JoNKP,  and  we  canncit  but  ad- 

mil  that  in  every  manner  he  has  fulfilled  the  promise 
made  at  the  beginning,  that  it  "  should  Horve  at  once as  a  text-book  for  Btudcnts  and  as  a  book  of  reference 
for  practitioners."  The  reader  is  also  imder  many 
obligations  to  the  American  editor  for  tlio  careful 
and  complete  manner  in  which  the  revisif)n  has  been 
Cfindncted.  We  doubt  not  the  present  edition  will  be  I 
received  as  have  been  its  predecessors. 

A.  P  T.  ' 

Surgery  of  the  Ba'tles  fonght  rear  Vicksburg By  E.  Andrews,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  Lind  University^  Chicago. 
1863.    8vo.,  pp.  48. 

The  writer,  who  at  that  time  was  Surgeon  of  the 
Ist  Regiment  Illinois  Artillery,  during  the  battles 
around  Vicksburg,  December,  1862,  enjoyed  valuable 
advantages  for  observing  the  facts  related.  The 
work  is  deserving  of  special  attention,  as  it  is  the 
first  complete  record  of  the  surgery  of  any  battle 
during  the  present  war,  owing  to  a  want  of  complete 
registration  of  the  cases  after  they  left  the  field-sur- 

geons for  those  of  the  boats  and  from  these  to  the 
General  Hospitals.  But  an  prder  from  the  Medical 
Director,  arranged  the  staff  in  such  a  manner  that 
not  only  were  the  wounded  properly  and  immediately 
attended  to  in  the  field,  but  they  were  under  the  per- 

sonal attention  of  some  of  the  same  medical  officers 
until  their  delivery  to  the  General  Hospital  at  St. 
Louis,  some  twenty  days  after  the  battle.  The  re- 

ports then  are  not  only  reliable  but  also  extend  over 
a  space  of  time  which  renders  any  deductions  from 
them  worthy  of  unusual  confidence  ;  each  case  wit^ 
injury,  operation,  anaesthetic  and  special  remarks 
are  detailed  in  a  concise  tabular  form,  so  that  con- 

clusions are  readily  drawn  from  them  with  little 
trouble. 

The  peculiar  predominence  of  skirmishing  in  wes- 
tern warfare,  when  the  fire  is  from  the  right  side  of 

the  tree  that  gives  shelter;  the  wounds  of  this  side 
so  much  more  exposed  than  the  other,  occur  much 
oftener  than  those  of  the  left  side  of  the  body. 

Of  88  Amputations.  67  recovered,  13  died,  and  3 
remained  doubtful.  No  case  at  the  hip-joint.  Of  17 
Resections,  12  recovered,  4  died  and  1  remained 
doubtful.  No  case  at  the  hip-joint.  Of  ligations  of 
arteries  (generally  secondary)  there  were  8  cases,  & 
recoveries,  2  deaths. 

Dr.  Andrews  believes  that  the  military  surgeon 
"  may  go  almost  all  lengths  in  his  efforts  to  preserve 
superior  extremities,  but  that  in  the  inferior,  ampu- 

tation must  be  very  extensively  practiced."  Ampu- 
tation of  the  shoulder-joint  is  only  required  where  the 

arm  has  been  torn  off  by  a  shot,  or  so  disorganized 
as  to  render  mortification  of  the  whole  limb  inevi- 

table. If  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  shattered,  re- 
section is  preferable,  as  amputations  had  a  mortality 

of  one  in  three,  while  in  resections  it  was  one  in  six. 
Counting  his  own  cases  with  those  of  Esmarch  and 
GuTHiiiB,  the  writer  presents  us  with, Rc-  Per  Cent. 

No.    covered.  Died,  of  deaths. 
Amputation  at  shoulder,     50      31      19  38 
Resection     "       "  25      17        8  33 

Being  an  advantage  of  8  per  cent,  in  favor  of  re- section. 

Now  follow  observations  deduced  from  the  record- 
ed cases  as  to  the  most  available  modes  of  operative 

procedure  with  cauti6ns  upon  certain  points,  and 
m()Ht  of  great  value  to  those  yet  in  the  field.  The 
iiTij)ortance  of  perfect  ventilation  is  strongly  shown 
by  the  instances  where  overcrowding  ensued  upon 
steamboats  engaged  in  transportation  of  wounded 
and  point  out  the  only  availat)lc  means  we  possess  of 
preventing  erysipelas,  and  its  attendant  disorders. 

We  can  only  hope  in  conclusion  that  others  will  be 
induced  to  devote  similar  care  to  cases  under  their 
observation  since  it  is  the  correct  mode  of  making 
what  other'.vise  would  have  been  experience  thrown 
aAvay,  of  practical  use  in  preventing,  or  at  least 
diminishing  the  unhappy  results  of  modern  warfare. 
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MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  13,  1863. 

A  ITEW  VOLUME— THS   TIMS   TO  SUB- 
SCBIBE. 

With  the  first  issue  iu  January,  1864,  will  com- 
mence the  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  Medical  and 

SuEGiCAL  Reporter  in  its  weekly  form. 

It  will  be  an  opportune  time  for  new  subscrip- 
tions to  begin.  We  have  offered  to  subscribers 

extraordinary  inducements  to  add  new  names  to 
our  list.  For  every  new  subscriber  with  the 

money  ($3),  for  a  year  in  advance,  we  will  either 

credit  the  subscriber  sending  the  name  One  Dollar 

on  account  of  his  subscription,  or  send  him  one 

dollar's  worth  of  Books  or  Surgical  Instruments. 
See  our  book  advertisement.  A  great  many  sub- 

scribers are  already  taking  advantage  of  this  offer. 

See  "Answers  to  Correspondents." 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  out  a  thousand 

dollars  worth,  of  Books  and  Surgical  Instrumer^ts 
before  the  first  of  February.  An  extension  of 
our  subscription  list  will  benefit  all  our  sub- 

scribers, and  the  profession  at  large,  by  giving 
us  the  ability  to  further  improve  the  Reporter. 

For  further  particulars,  see  Prospectus  on  the  ; 
cover  in  every  alternate  number. 

HOSPITAL  INSPECTIOIT. 

There  seems  to  be  a  very  great  lack  of  system  in 
the  management  of  our  military  hospitals,  or  rather, 
perhaps  we  should  say,  in  the  mode  of  inspection 
into  their  management.  Indeed,  if  we  were  to 
judge  of  their  condition  by  the  numerous  com- 

missions appointed  to  inspect  and  report  in  relation 
thereto,  it  might  be  supposed  that  something  rad- 

ically wrong  existed,  which  we  by  no  means  ap- 
prehend to  be  the  case.  Let  us  see  how  the  matter stands  : 

1.  Every  general  hospital  we  suppose  is  situ- 
ated in  a  military  department,  whose  head  is 

by  virtue  of  his  office  an  inspector  of  everything 
connected  with  the  army  in  hip  department. 

2.  There  are  eight  experienced  army  surgeons 

who  have  been  appointed  medical  inspectors  by 
act  of  Congress.  These  inspectors  are  appointed 

to  different  departments,  and  the  condition'of  the 
hospitals  in  their  departments  would  naturally 
claim  a  due  share  of  their  attention, 

3.  Surgeon-General  Hammond  is  now  on  a  special 
tour  of  inspection  of  the  hospitals  in  the  various 
military  departments. 

4.  A  special  order  was  recently  issued  from  the 

War  Department,  constituting  five  civilians  a 
Board  of  Inspectors  of  Government  Hospitals  and 
Military  Prisons  in  the  Department  of  Washing- 

ton, with  fuU  authority,  etc. 

5.  Medical  Director  Abbott  has  recently  been 

requested  to  make  a  special  report  on  the  condition 
of  the  several  general  hosT)itals  in  and  around 
Washington. 

6.  Last  week  another  commission  composed  of  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  a  Surgeon  and  a  Captain, 
started  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  all  the  army 
hospitals  in  the  United  States. 

7.  We  lately  saw  published  an  order  granting  a 
passage  on  one  of  the  Government  vessels,  to  a 

gentleman  (a  civilian^  and  his  wife,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  hospitals  in  the  Department 

of  the  South,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  fact 

that  Surgeon-General  Hammond  had  just  returned 
from  inspecting  the  same  hospitals. 

8.  And  finally,  the  Sanitary  Commission  seem 

to  have  ample  funds  to  pay  the  salaries  and  trav- 
elling expenses  of  a  corps  of  hospital  inspectors 

on  its  own  account. 

Here  we  have  no  less  than  eight  classes  of  in- 
spectors of  hospitals,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  we 

have  included  all  in  our  list.  To  our  unsophisti- 
cated mind  there  would  seem  to  be  a  large  amount 

of  supererogatory  labor  performed  in  this  direction, 

and  at  a  very  large  expenditure  which  might  pro- 
fitably be  thrown  into  other  channels.  We  can 

hardly  believe  that  the  medical  officers  of  our  hos- 
pitals, the  commanders  of  the  military  depart- 
ments, and  the  regular  army  medical  inspectors, 

are  so  remiss  in  their  duties  as  to  require  quite 

such  an  array  of  supervisors  of  their  labors.  The 
requirements  of  the  service  call  for  a  systematic 

and  orderly  discharge  of  their  duties  under  strict 

military  rules,  on  the  part  of  all  officers  of  depart- 
ments and  of  hospitals,  and  it  would  seem  as  if 
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the  ordinary  rule  of  government  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  insure  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

But  granted  that  further  inspection  is  necessary 

beyond  that  of  military  commandant,  medical  in- 
spoctor  and  Surgeon-in-charge,  and  that  it  is  ne- 

cessary that  it  should  be  composed  of  civilians  and 

in  part  of  non-medical  men,  why  not  have  a  per- 
manent Board  of  Inspectors  composed  of,  s^y  five 

or  seven  men,  a  majority  being  medical  men, 

whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  all  the  military  hos- 
pitals in  the  country,  and  report  to  head  quarters 

on  their  management.  Even  this  we  should  regard 
as  a  work  of  supererogation,  but  if  the  demand  for 

hospital  inspection  must  be  gratified  this  would 
seem  to  be  a  better  way  than  to  have  so  many 

roving  military  and  civilian  commissions  perambu- 
lating the  country  at  a  heavy  expense.  The  funds 

for  the  support  of  such  an  army  of  inspectors, 

comes  from  the  Grovernment  or  from  private  bene- 
faction, and  we  certainly  think  that  money  might 

be  saved  by  limiting  the  number  of  inspectors, 
and  we  feel  quite  sure  that  the  object  would  be 
bettor  accomplished  beside. 

CATALOGUES. 

The  medical  book  publishers  usually  at  this 

aeason  of  the  year  scatter  their  catalogues  broad- 
cast over  the  land.  We  offer  no  objection  to  their 

doing  so,  so  lon^  as  they  do  not  disfigure  the  med- 
ical works  they  issue,  by  binding  them  in  as  part 

of  the  book.  It  is  a  nuisance,  and  what  is  more, 

amounts  to  a  fraud  on  the  medical  public.  Phy- 
nicians  are  very  willing  to  have  a  catalogue,  and 

particularly  a  7iricfK]  catalogue  of  meilicnl  books 
by  itself,  and  would  not  object  to  pay  a  moderate 
price  for  one,  but  tlioy  do  not  wish  to  have  tliese 

catalogues  foistod  upon  tliem  in  every  book  they 
buy.  The  publisher  wlio  will  issue  his  medical 
works  without  the  cheat  of  a  catalogue  printed  on 

whitey-brown  paper  })ound  in  as  an  appendix  to 
thf  hook,  will  both  confrtr  a  favor  on  rnndioal  men 
and  benefit  himself. 

Another  tiling.  We  would  respectfully  suggest 
to  publifihorH  the  pro7>rie,ty  of  ofcaMionally  issuing 
a  new  edition  of  tlieir  catalogues,  and  of  expunging 
Home  of  the  old  reooTnrnendations  of  tlieir  works 

quoted  from  mr;dical  journals  long  siiiee  defunet.  | 
and  whoHO  oliaracter  and  ntanding  when  t}iey  (]}<] 

COMMENTS.  [Vol.  X. 

exist  was,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful.  Medical  men 
when  they  read  the  judgments  of  reviewers  on 
books  that  have  been  issued,  wish  to  have  modern 

ideas  of  the  work,  published  in  existing  journals 
of  known  character  and  standing.  A  reform  in 
this  matter  would  be  mutually  beneficial  to  phys- 

ician and  publisher. 
  -^-^^i^^  

Notes  and  Comments. 

Affairs  of  the  Army  Medical  Department. 
The  Commission  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 

Medical  Department  of  the  army  have  completed 
their  report,  and  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  According  to  published  statements,  the 
result  of  tlie  investigation  is  anything  but  credit- 

able to  the  management  of  the  Bureau.  We  sin- 
cerely trust  that  the  published  accounts  are  ex- 

aggerations. 
Dr.  Salisbury. 

It  has  been  announced  that  Dr.  Salisbury,  Sur- 
geon of  the  Board  of  Enrollment  of  the  Fourth 

Congressional  District  of  Connecticut,  had  been 
suspended  from  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 

has  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  thirty  day's  im- 
prisonment, a  fine  of  $200,  and  discharged  from 

the  U.  S.  Service.  The  judgment  has  been  ap- 
proved, except  the  omission  of  the  imprisonment. 

Dr.  Salisbury  it  seems,  was  not  charged  with 
malfeasance  in  ofl3.ce,  but  for  not  attending  daily 

at  the  Provost  Marshal's  office.  His  plea  was  that 
there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  there. 

Death  Attributed  to  Chloroform. 
In  a  late  number  of  the  American  Medical  Times, 

Dr.  0.  D.  PoMEROY,  of  New  York,  reports  a  case  of 
"  Death  resulting  from  the  use  of  Chloroform 

during  labor." It  seems  that  half  an  hour  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  inhalation,  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 

and  when  tlie  patient  was  returning  to  conscious- 
ness, there  were  signs  of  irritation  of  the  air  pass- 
ages "as  evinced  by  a  few  moist  riles."  The  next 

morning  at  ten  o'clock  "mucous  r'Uea  were  heard 
throupfhout  the  lungs;  pulse  feeble,  with  other 
signs  of  sinking."  Ko  relief  was  obtained  by  stim- 

ulants mid  ;ui  emetic,  and  she  died  in  ton  or  fifteen 
minnh'H  Ihercafter. 

This,  wo  think,  is  one  of  the  cases — and  we  do 
not  doubt  ther(^  are  many — in  which  death  is 
wrongfully  attributed  to  the  use  of  chloroform. 
Dr.  PoMKKOY  seems  to  suggest  that  the  chloroform 

I  might  have  belonged  to  a  lot  made  by  a  manufac- 
turer, which  lie  had  endeavored  to  recall  from  the* 
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market,  that  had  decomposed  and  gave  off  free 
chlorine,  but  tliere  is  no  proof  of  it.  If,  however, 
the  death  of  the  patient  resulted  from  the  inhala- 

tion of  free  chlorine,  it  should  be  attributed  to  that, 
and  not  to  chloroform. 

It  has  been  our  experience  to  lose  at  Ijeast  one 
patient,  in  apparent  perfect  health,  in  whose  case 
no  ansesthetic  v.  as  given,  within  half  an  hour  from 
the  birth  of  the  child,  bv  congestion  of  t^^e  lungs. 
Had  chloroform  been  administered,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  this  case  would  have  been  regarded  as 
adding  another  to  the  black  catalogue  of  deaths 
charged  to  that  ansesthetic. 

Chloroform  may  be  responsible  for  some  deaths, 
but  we  very  much  doubt  whether  it  does  half  the 
mischief  that  is  attributed  to  it. 

Correspondence, 

FOREIGN. 

LETTERS  FROM  Dr.  W.  1S[.  COTE. 

Paris,  Noz/.  6,  1863. 
EpiderGic  Typhus. 

There  are  alarming  reports  current  respecting  the 
state  of  the  public  health  at  Dijon,  a  large  city  in  the 
interior,  where  the  deaths  from  typhus  are  said  to 
have  amounted  to  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  day.  A 
careful  examination  of  the  registers  has  proved, 
however,  that  the  average  number  c  a-ried  off  by 
that  epidemic  is  less  than  three  per  day,  and  has 
never  been  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths  from  all  causes.  I  see  by  the  Lancet  that 
during  the  last  few  weeks  there  has  been  a  great  in- 

crease of*  this  fever  in  London.  After  subsiding 
during  the  summer,  the  epidemic  has  reappeared 
with  greater  intensity,  the  Fever  Hospital  containing 
at  the  present  moment  one  hundred  and  ninety  pa- 

tients, almost  all  suffering  from  typhus  fever  of  a 
severe  form,  and  many  applicants,  it  is  said,  have 
been  refused  admittance  for  want  of  room.  A  plan 
is  now  under  consideration  for  increasing  the  ac- 

commodation of  the  hospital  by  the  erection  of 
temporary  buildings.  It  is  feared  that  the  epidemic 
will  be  of  considerable  magnitude  during  the  com- 

ing winter. 
Deafness  Caused  by  Osseous   Tumors  in  the 

Meatus. 

Dr.  BoNNAFONT  publishes  three  cases  of  deafness 
caused  by  osseous  tumors  in  the  meatus  auditorius. 
The  first  was  that  of  a  man,  aged  thirty-two,  who 
had  become  completely  deaf  on  the  right  side,  in 
consequence  of  an  osteite  closing  of  the  meatus.  The 
other  was  an  identical  case  of  a  young  girl  of  seven- 

teen. In  both  these  cases  the  deafness  dated  back 
two  years.  The  third  was  the  case  of  a  man  of 
thirty-five,  afiected  with  tumors  in  both  ears.  Until 
now,  medical  writers  have  proposed  no  other  means 
for  conquering  those  affections  but  the  extirpation 

of  the  tumors,  without  quoting  any  fact  in  support 
of  this  opinion.  Dr.  Boknafont,  considering  tliat 
unless  the  nerve  of  the  ear  is  sound  no  operation  is 
worth  attempting,  began  by  ascertaining  the  exist- 

ence of  this  important  condition  by  means  of  a 
wateh  and  a  tuning-fork  applied  to  the  different  re- 

gions of  the  cranium.  If  the  ticking  of  the  watch 
is  heard,  an  operation  is  sure  to  be  attended  with 
success,  while  in  the  contrary  case  it  would  be  abso- 

lutely useless.  This  is  a  simple  and  almost  infallible 
method  of  auscultation,  calculated  to  prevent  any 
mistake  likely  to  ensue  by  operating  on  patients 
before  ascertainirig  the  state  of  sensibility  of  the 
auditory  nerves.  Dr.  Bonnafont,  avoiding  the  use 
of  sharp  instruments  in  the  case  of  his  three  pa- 

tients, opened  a  passage  between  the  osseous  tumor 
and  the  opposite  surface  of  the  passage  by  means  of 
small  bougies,  made  of  whalebone  and  India-rubber, 
and  of  different  diameters,  beginning  with  the  small- 

est, and  seconding,  their  action  by  slight  cauteriza- 
tions with  nitrate  of  silver.  The  treatment  suc- 

ceeded ;  and  Dr.  BoIiNAfont  remarks,  as  a  curious 
circumstance,  that  although  the  openings  thns  ob- 

tained are  exceedingly  snvall,  yet  they  are  sufficient 
for  the  admission  of  the  sonorous  waves. 

Hetirement  of  Trousseau. 

It  is  stated  that  Dr.  Trousseau,  whose  lectures 
have -always  been  so  eagerly  followed,  has  applied  to 
be  placed  on  the  retired  list,  being,  as  he  says, 
fatigued  and  in  need  of  repose.  His  pupils  were 
thrown  into  dismay  by  this  announcement,  and  im- 

mediately got  up  a  petition  to  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  begging  him  not  to  accept  the  applica- 

tion. The  petition  lies  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  for  signa- 
ture. W.  N.  Cote. 

Paris,  Noz>.  12,  1S63. 
Canine  Madness, 

The  following  case,  related  by  an  English  paper, 
shows  how  long  hydrophobic  virus  may  reuiain^in 
the  human  economy  without  manifesting  its  effects. 
A  young  man  named  Moss,  a  stonemason,  was  ad- 

mitted at  the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  laboring  under 
unusual  symptoms.  He  said  he  had  not  taken  any- 

thing for  some  time  except  a  cup  of  tea,  and  that  he 
had  taken  it  with  difficulty  ;  he  could  swallow  no 
solid  food' of  any  kind.  The  doctor  directed  a  glass 
of  water  to  be  given  to  him.  The  man  evinced  no 
fear  of  it,  but  endeavored  to  swallow  it ;  he  managed 
to  get  the  water  to  his  mouth,  and  also  to  swallow  it, 
to  a  certain  extent;  then  violent  spasms  of  tlic  nms- 
cles  of  the  neck  set  in,  and  he  ejected  the  water  and 
also  some  froth  and  saliva,  violently  shaking  his 
head  at  the  same  time,  and  apparently  choking. 
This  occurred  every  time  he  attempted  to  take  any- 

thing. The  medical  man,  thinking  it  principally 
nervousness,  as  the  patient  denied  ever  having  been 
bitten  I)y  a  dog,  ordered  him  a  mixture  of  chloric 
ether,  etc.  Tlie  patient,  however,  afterward  said 
tliat  he  had  been  bitten  seven  years  ago,  but  it  had 
escaped  his  memory  when  asked  before.  About  two 
in  the  afternoon,  delirium  set  in  ;  his  head  was 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

[Vol.  X. d  the  temporal  artery  diyicled ;  lie  became  j  also  admitted  the  elongation  of  the  osseous  fibres. shaved,  an 
so  delirious  that  it  ̂ vas  necessary  to  tie  him  down. 
Morphia  Avas  administered,  but  with  little  or  no 
ofl'ect ;  chloroform  was  also  tried,  but  fouud  to  be  of 
no  service.  His  aestures  and  exclamations  were 
horrible.  He  continued  to  eject  froth  and  saliva, 
along  with  a  dark  fluid,  which  he  threw  some  dis- 

tance by  the  shaking  of  his  head.  He  made  attempts 
to  bite  those  who  came  near  him,  and  it  was  with 

Antonio  Xeide  was  the  first  to  remark,  from  experi- 
ments upon  frogs,  that  a  stratum  of  blood  surrounded 

the  fragments,  and  that  this  blood  passed  through 
scver;\l  states  until  it  l)ecame  a  cartilage,  then  a  bone, 
and  that  it  united  the  fragments  by  forming  a  sort  of 
ring  round  the  fracture.  John  Hunter  confirms 
tliis  view,  adding  that  the  arteries  deposit  calcareous 
matter  on  the  fracture,  wdiich,  contributes  to  the 

great  difficulty  that  he  was  restrained.  A  horrible  j  ossification  of  the  eaUus.  Hallek  and  Dethleef 
grin  frequently  distorted  his  countenance.  He  ap-  j  are  of  opinion  that  callus  is  formed  by  a  gelatinous 
peared  insensible  to  everything  around  him,  and  i  juice  issuing  from  the  extremities  of  the  fractures, 
died  at  five  in  the  afiernot)n.  At  the  post-mortem  \  and  chiefly  yielded  by  the  marrow.  Having  spread 

examination,  the  medical  men  were  unanimously  of  '  round  the  fracture,  it  gradually  coagulates,  and  be opinion  that  it  was  a  case  of  hydrophobia 

Delirium  Tremens. 

The  Registrar-General  of  London  mentions  in  his 
return  of  last  week  the  case  of  a  horse-keeper,  who 
died  of  delirium  ireinc)>s,  excited  by  a  w^ound  in  his 
left  thumb  from  a  horse's  tooth. 

Pneumonia  amoing  Cows. 
•  Professor  Gamgee  lately  lectured  on  disease  in 
London  dairies.  He  spoke  of  the  prevalence  of 
pneumonia  among  the  cows,  and  recommended  an 
organized  system  of  inspection  l^y  duly  (Hialilied 
veterinary  surgeons,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy  sepa- 

ration of  the  diseased  from  the  healthy  cattle. 

New  Symptom  in  Typhus  Fcvor. 
Dr.  Beau  has  recently  called  attention  in  his  clini- 

cal lectures  to  a  peculiar  sy  mptom  of  typhus  fever, 
which  had  up  to  the  present  time  escaped  observa- 

tion. It  consists  in  an  irregular  and  convulsive 
contraction  of  the  small  muscles  of  the  face  w^hich 
surround  the  mouth.  This  contraction  occurs  when- 

ever the  patient  speaks,  and  becomes  visible  by  the 
pulling  of  the  skin  round  the  lips  and  chin,  caused 

comes  cartilage,  in  which  certain  osseous  nuclei  are 
formed,  w^hieh  gradually  spread  and  transform  the 
cartilage  into  bone.  Recording  to  these  authors,  the 
periosteum  exercises  no  influence  over  the  formation 
of  callus.    But  the  latest  theory,  advocated  by  Du- 
HAMEL,  FOUGEROUX,  DUPUTTREN,  CrUVEILIIIER,  and 
Flourens,  on  the  contrary,  attributes  a  fundamental 
action  to  the  periosteum  and  the  medullary  mem- 

brane. Not  only  these,  but  also  the  ligaments,  the 
cellular  tissue,  and  the  adjoining  muscular  strata, 
become  ossified  to  form  a  ring  around  the  fracture. 
Two  successive  calli  are  formed- the  provisional  one 
in  the  course  of  thirty  or  forty  days,  by  the  ossifica- 

tion of  the  periosteum  and  the  surrounding  parts, 
and  of  the  medullary  tissue.  This,  however,  is 
gradually  absorbed,  and  succeeded  by  a  definitive 
callus,  which  solders  the  extremities  together,  ̂ and 
takes  no  less  than  eight  months  or  a  year  for  its  for- 

mation. This  theory,  I  know,  is  opposed  by  many 
eminent  French  surgeons,  amongst  whom  I  may- 
mention  Dr.  GossELi,  Professor  of  Surgery  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  this  city.  He  expresses  the 
opinion  that  not  only  the  periosteum  and  the  medul- 

lary meml)rane,  but  also  all  the  adjoining  parts,  such 

by  the  traction  of  the  subjacent  muscles.  Tliose  j  as  the  blood-vessels,  the  diflereut  tissues,  etc.,  con- 
chiefly  engaged  in  this  motion  are  tlie  common  j  tribute,  each  for  its  part,  to  thj;  regeneration  of  bone, 
levator  of  the  iipper  lip  and  the  alee  nasi,  the  levator  ^^.^.^^^  Instruction  in  Paris, 
proprius  of  the  upper  lip,  the  zvgomaticus  minor  ,    •  r        o  i    i^  t 
,       .        ,  n  ,  ,    ,    1      .       ?• '     I  remark  m  the  Reporter  of  the  3d  ult.  an  cdi- thc  triangular  muscle  of  the  lips,  and  the  levator  ot  i  .  ^  . 

.  °   _  ,  .  .         ,.  .,  '  tonal  article  on  the  importance  of  clinical  mstruc- thc  chin.  The  convulsive  motions  of  these  small 
muscles  vary  according  to  the  patients.  In  some  it 
is  the  levator  communis,  in  others  the  levator  pro- 
jjrius,  in  a  third  the  zygomaticus  minor,  etc.,  but  it 
is  very  rare  to  see  all  these  muscles  move  at  unce  in 
the  same  patient.  Their  motion  is  never  perceived 
in  a  state  of  heajth  while  speaking,  but  scarcely  e\er 
fails  to  be  visible  in  ]Kitients  laboring  under  dothien 
cnteria,  or  typhus  fever  complicated  with  malig 
nant  a:ruc 

The  Formition  of  Callus. 

tion.  Noliiiiig  can  be  more  prolitable  to  the  medical 
student  than  that  mode  of  teaching.  It  is  extensively 

em])loyed  in  this  mcitropolis,  -wliieh  may  be  justly 
consi(ler(;(l  as  tlie  (■eidre,  oC  tiic  medical  Avoiid.  Stu- 

dents are  re.iiiiirtul  to  jjroduet!,  at  the  ])egiiiiiiiig  of 
the  corres]M)ii(iii)g  trimcstrial  periods,  cerli lical es 
from  the  administration  of  hospitals,  slating  tliat 

^  1  they  are  attached  to  the  clinical  service,  and  at  the 
termination  of  these  periods,  certiflcatos  delivered 
\)y  th^  clicf  de  service,  A  confirmed  liy  (Ik;  insjife- 
tfU's  of  the  hospitals,  alhrming  that  they  have  attended 

T)r,  JoBEiiT  DE  Lamballe  has  communicated  to  !  regularly.  Hospital  visits  are  made  daily,  at  7  o'clock 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  an  interesting  paper  on  the  in  the  morning,  by  the  physicians  and  surgeons, 
formation  of  callus,  the  substance  provided  by  nature  j  The  medical  and  surgical  cliniqucs  of  the  Faculty 
fox  the  junction  of  bones  severed  by  fracture.  The  i  are  in  three  of  the  principal  hospitals,  viz.:  La 

ancients  attril)utfcd  tlie  formation  of  callus  to  the  j  Cliarite,  I'llotel-Dieu,  and  I'Hopital  des  Cliniques. 
secrut'ion  of  a  gelatinous  substance  between  tlie  After  the  visits,  the  professors  deliver  lectures  upon 
fragments,  which  substance,  by  hardening  gradually,  j  the  more  instructive  cases,  and  sometimes  see  out- 
Boldtred,  as  it  were,  the  fragments  together.    S«mie  ,  patients,  so  that  the  time  devoted  to  tiie  sick  poor, 
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and  to  instruction,  is  about  three  hours  every  morn- 
ing during  the  scholastic  year. 

You  are  aware  that  hospital  physicians  and  sur- 
geons are  assisted  in  their  duties  by-  internes  and 

externes.  I  Avill  refer  again  to  this  matter  in  my 
next. 

W.  X.  Cote.  ' 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Plastar  Casts  for  Army  Medical  Museum. 

[Circular  No.  26.]  Surgeon-General's  OfQce,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Xovember  24,  1803.— The  attention  of 

medical  oflicers  in  charge  of  United  States  Army 
General  Hospitals  is  invited  to  the  importance  of 
preparing  illustrations  of  the  results  of  surgical  ope- 

rations. These  can,  in  many  instances,  be  conveni- 
ently obtained  by  means  of  plaster  casts,  T\-hich  are 

readily  made  without  subjecting  patients  to  the 
slightest  inconvenience. 

The  casts  most  desired  are  those  of  stumps  of 
amputations  of  every  variety,  and  models  of  limbs 
upon  which  excisions  may  have  ijcen  per'ormed. 

In  selecting  pVoper  subjects  fcr  rc]>rcsentation,  it 
would  l)e  well  to  choose  not  only  cases  iu  M'hieh  the 
results  have  been  favorable,  but  also  those  in  which 
they  may  have  been  unfavorable.  In  a  C'jllection 
like  the^National  ^Museum,  truthfitl  representations <>f  both  good  and  bad  restilts  are  alike  instructive 
and  valuable  for  future  reference  and  study. 

These  casts,  when  made,  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  Army  Medical  ]\Iuseuin  by  express  Tlie  ex- 
pressage  will  be  paid  in  Washington.  All  prepara- 

tions should  be  accompanied  by  proper  histories, 
with  nanie,  rank,  and  station  of  tlie' contributor, 
who  will  be  dulv^  credited  in  the  ]\Iuseum  Cataloa-ue. J.  K.  Bauxes, 

Act.  siurg  -Geu. 

[Circular.]  Surgeon-General's  Office,  November 
21st,  1863.— Sir :  The  Secretary  of  War,  having  autho- 

rized the  payment  for  washing  from  tlie  appropria- 
tion for  the  Medical  Department  for  those  hospitals 

and  hospital  steamers  where  a  sufficient  number  of 
laundresses  cannot  be  employed,  you  are  directed  to 
have  the  bills  contracted  under  these  circumstances 
presented  to  the  nearest  medical  disbursing  o.;.cer 
for  payment. 

By  order  6f  the  Acting  Surgeon- General. C.  H.  Ckaxe, 
Siirgeou  tJ.  A. 

To  Medical  Directors. 

[Circular.]  Surgeon-General's  Office,  December 
2d,  1808.— Sir:  The  Acting  Surgeon-Gen-ral  directs 
that  the  accounts  of  officers  treated  in  general  hos- 

pitals be  hereafter  rendered  to  this  office,  only  at  the 
time  of  their  disch^irge  from  the  hospital,  or  of  their 
decease  while  in  it,  instead  of  being  forwarded 
3nonth]y  as  Iieretofore, 

The  account  of  each  officer  is  to  be  made  out 
separately,  embracing  his  total  indebtedness  from 
the  date  of  liis  entry  into  the  liospital  to  that  of  his 
le;iviug  it,  and  is  to  be  transmitted  promptly  at  the 
latter  time. 

By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon-General. C.  H.  Crane, 
ourgeou  U.  55.  A. 

To  Medical  Directors. 

The  following  orders  have  recently  been  issued 
from  the  W^ar  Department  : 

Released  Surgeons. 
Surgeon  Alexander  Ewing,  13th  Michigan  Vols., 

recently  released  as  prisoner  of  war  from  Richmond, 
Va.,  will  join  his  regiment.  Permission  to  delay  re- 

porting until  January  1st,  1864,  is  hereby  granted him. 
The  followiuG:  medical  officers,  recently  released 

as  prisoners  of  war  from  Eichmond,  Va.,  will  join 
their  reuiments.  Permission  to  delay  repoi'ting  for 
thirty  days  is  granted  them  : 

Suru-eon  E.  M.  Seeley,  21st  Illinois  Vols. 
Ass't  Siirg  on  W.  B.  Hornl^rook,  42d  Ind.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  Wm.  Spencer,  73d  Ind.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  R.  R.  McCardless,  110th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surax-on  P.  G.  Barrett,  7th  Ohio  Cavalry. 
Surgeon  Vv'.  A.  Ro2:ers,  3d  Tenn.  Vols. Surgeon  Wm.  M.  Houston,  122d  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  D.  B.  Wren,  75th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgeon  J.  L.  Woodin,  68th  Ind.  Vols. 
The  following  medical  officers,  recently  released 

as  prisoners  of  war  from  Richmond,  Va.,  v/ill  join 
their  re;iiiuijnts.  Permission  to  delay  reporting  for 
twenty  days  is  hereby  o-ranted  them  : Surgeon  Daniel  Meeker,  U.  S.  V. 

Ass't  Snrgeon  Josiah  L.  Brovrn,  116th  Ohif^Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  Charles  D.  Simpers,  0th  ISId.  Vols. 
Ass't  SurLi'eon  Alex.  M.  Parker.  1st  .V;iine  Cavalry. 
Suru'con  A.  W.  Whitney,  IStli  iNlass.  A^ols. Surgeon  L.  Flolbrook.  18th  Conn.  Vols. 
Snru-eon  Geo.  B.  Lummns.  13th  Penn'a  Cavalry. 
Surgeon  W.  F.  McC'urdy,  87tli  Penn'a  Vols. 
Surueon  W.  B.  r'dcGavrau,  2Gih  Oliio  Vols. 
Sura'eon  Janu-s  T.  Reeves,  21st  Wisconsin  Vols. 
Suro-eon  O.  Q.  Herrick,  34th  Hi.  Vols. 
Surgeon  S.  B.  Hawley,  35th  111.  Vols. 
Surgeon  L.  J.  Dixon,  1st  Wisconsin  Vols. 
Surgeon  Wm.  Forrister,  5th  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
Snru'eon  J.  Sliradv.  2d  East  Tenn.  Vols. 
Suro-eon  C.  W.  Fowler,  105th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgcou  J.       Cook,  24th  Ohio  Vols. 
Sui'geon  J.       Rice,  25ih  ?\Iass.  Vols. 
Surueon  J.  McCurdy,  11th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surii'eon  T.  L.  Matree,  5l5t  111.  Vols. 
Sur-eon  C.  Helm,^02d  111.  Vols. Ass't  Surgeon  W.  H.  Lemon.  s-2d  Ind.  Vols. 
Sitru'eon  H.  J.  Herrick,  17th  Ohio  Vols.\ 
Suru'eon  Geo.  P.  Ashman,  03d  Ohio  Vols. 
SurL^^on  J.  R.  Brelsford,  74th  Oliio  Vols. 
SuT_-    '\    hristopher  S.  Artiiur.  75th  Ind.  Vols. 

.    >ii  J.  C.  Fruit,  54tli  P(Ann'a  Vols. 
A,-..  :  .  ,  ̂ j'  -n  G.  II.  Blaker,  2l5t  Mich.  Vols. 

^  Ass't  Suru'  on  G.  E.  Rauny,  2d  Mich.  Cav.-ilry. 
'  Ass't  Suru-eon  J.  K.  Moore,'  13th  (Jhio  VoKs. 
Ass't  Surgeon  R.  H.  Tullis,  7th  Olno  t'avalry. 
Ass't  Surgeon  A.  J.  Larry,  2d  Tenn.  Cavalrv. 
Ass't  Suri^eon  C.  P.  O.  Hanilon.  00th  Ohio  Cav'ly. 
Ass't  Surueon  E.  M.  HoAvland,  24th  Ohio  Vols. 

•  Ass't  Si;i-eo)i  W.  H.  Graham,  ]OL-,t  Hid.  Vols. 
Ass't  Suru-eon  S.  E.  Hollzman.  5Srh  Ind.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surii-eon  A.  L.  H.  Burnett,  stli  Tenn.  Cav'ly. 
Ass't  Surgeon  W.  G.  McFadden,  70th  Ind.  Vols." Ass't  Surgeon  O.  Xellis,  2d  Virginia  Cavalry, 
Act,  Ass't  Surgeon  J,  R,  Uhler,  67th  Penn'a  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  A.  V,  Ketchum.  8od  N,  Y.  Vols. 
Ass't  Suru-eon  J,  X.  Milier,  I20th  N,  Y.  Vols. 
Ass't  Suru-eon  E,  K,  Houan.  120th  N.  Y.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  S.  L,  Henry,  U.  S.  A. 
Act.  Ass't  Surgeon  Lewis  Applegate,  102d  N.  Y,  V. 
Ass't  Surgeon  Tiiomas  F,  Morgan,  10th  Mo.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  F.  Smith,  llGih  N.  Y.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surueoii  A.  A.  Mann,  1st  R,  I.  Cav;^lry. 
Ass't  Surgeon  N.  S.  Looker,  Gth  111,  Cavalry. 
Ass't  Surgeon  F,  H,  Patten,  12th  Va,  Vols, 
Ass't  Snrgeon  M,  F,  Bowers,  12th  Penn'a  Cavalry. 
Ass't  ."urueon  J.  W.  Brown.  22d  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surueou  X,  II.  SidwclL  11th  Ohio  Vols. 
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[Vol.  X. Ass't  Suvsreon  A.  IT.  Lnndes,  35tli  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  A.  H.  Shaffer.'  "Inth  Ind.  Vols. Ass-t  SuPireon  D.  D.  Benedict.  17th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surii-eon  H.  T.  Woodrnll',  100th  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Suvii-eon  R.  J.  Hill,  45th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Snrireon  E.  D.  W.  C.  Winu-.  57th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Suru'eon  J.  J.  Sheldon,  45th  Ohio  V(Ms. 
Ass't  Snrireon  W.  A.  Downev.  58th  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Snrii-eon  E.  F.  Purdam'.  SOth  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Siirixeou  W.  G.  Bel',  85th  Ind.  Vols. 
Ass't  Snrireon  Robert  Johnson.  100th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  F.  Corfe,  1st  Wisconsin  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.       Weaver.  93a  Ohio  Vols. 
Act.  Ass't  Surgeon  C.  R.  Pomerov.  Sod  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surireou""J.  C.  EllicUt.  18th  Kv.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  H.  A.  Goodalc.  :21st  "Vich.  Vols. Ass't  Surgeon  W.  D.  Fowts.  81st  Ind.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  H.  S.  Griswold,  11th  Mich.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  II.  T.  L6ct,  101st  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  X.  L.  TTosack.  78th  Penn'a  Vols. 
Ass't  Surireon  J.  T.  Walton.' 103d  Penn'a  Vols. 
Surgeon  Frederick  Wolfe,  39th  New  York  A^ols. Ass't  "urgeon  G.  Binirel.  52d  N.  Y.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  C.  E.  Humphrey.  142d  Penn'a  Vols. 
Surgeon  Joseph  Fittman.  iSth  Ky.  Vols. 
Surgeon  S.  J.  Ynuno:.  79th  111.  Vols. 
Surireou  H.  M.  Morrison.  23d  Kv.  Vols. 
Surgeon  E.  A.  :\rerri(ield,  44fh  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  W.  II.  J^ark,  49th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  W.  A.  Carinichael.  2d  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  G.  W.  Withers.  iSth  Penn'a  Vols. 

Appointm3nt  Revoked. 
W.  Prvor,  having  withdrawn  the  acceptance  of  his 

appointment  as  Ass't  Surgeon,  1st  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  and  not  having  been  mustered  into  service, 
said  appointment  is  hereby  revoked  from  its  date. 

Discharged. 
Ass't  Surgeon  James  Chapman,  90th  New  York 

Vols.,  is  hereby  honorably  discharu-ed  and  mustered out  of  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  to  date  April 
21?t,  1863,  he  having  been  appointed  Surgeon  of  the 
123d  New  York  Vols. 

Hospital  Inspection. 
Last  week  a  commission  composed  of  Lieutenant- 

Colonel  Latiirop,  Surgeon  Reiley,  and  Captain 
HOKTON,  started  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  all  the 
army  hospitals  in  the  United  States.  The  commis- 

sion will  lirst  visit  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  and 
the  Eastern  States,  after  which  the  officers  will  pro- 

ceed to  the  Southwest  and  linally  to  the  Atlantic 
coast. 

METEOHOLOGY. 
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MARRIED. 

Getchf.li. — TwKiii-:.— Id  this  city,  on  Tucsdav,  December  j 
iRt,  liy  th*-  i:*'V.  Henry  W.   Ducacliet,  D.  D.,  Hector  of  St. 
Stephen  s  Cliurch.  Frnnk  H.  Gelcljell,  M.  D.,  of  Maine,  and 
Froderica  C,  diiiight'M-  of  tlie  late  Major  L.  Twig^'s,  of  the  i rnitfd  States  .Marine  C»rp-<. 

Smith — I'kebi.k.'* — In   Nuriliampton,   Mass,   on  Tuesday,' Pec^ioJM^r  l«t,  l>y  Her.  Ira  U.  Clark,  Charles  Hatch  Smith,  of 
Brooklyn,  hou  kI  the  late  .1.  II.  Sniiili,  M.D.,  i>f  .\ul>uru,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Antuiuett(»  ilai  ia,  eldest  daughter  of  Lyman 
Pe«^ble»',  Et-q.,  of  Northampton.  i 

STKfHK.tn— Bashktt  — In  Birmin;,'liitm,  Conn,  on  Tuesday, 
Decf-mbcr  Nt,  by  K<'V.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  Edward  Stephens,  of  ' 
>'cw  York,  aud'Sallie,  dau^'Ller  of  Dr.  M.  U.  L;a-..setl,  of  the former  place. 

VITAL 
STATISTICS. 

PopFn,  (estimated. Mortality. 
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Under  15  years  I'nder  2  veai>   

Total  .'  Deaths  in  100,n00... ; Anaericau  j 
Foreign  j 
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Sporaoio  Diseases 
Albuminuria  
Apojdexy  Consumption  
Convulsions  
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Guu-shot  Wounds.. 
Intemperance  Marasniu.s  Pleurisy  
Pneumonia  
Puerperal  Fever.... Scrofula   
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Under  6  years. 

DIED. 
Cbook*.  — At  SferreU'H  ''Jap.  I'-rry  Co.,  P.  nna..  October  16lh. of  RonKuntption,  conira'it'd  wliile  iu  the  Kervice  of  the 

Uoited  StHl.--,  .I  .liti  W.  Crooks,  M.l)..  of  tlie  Nindi  Kegimeut 
ponnKylranla  Cavalry,  in  the  .'JSih  yeiir  of  hi-  a^e. Oki  RWK.— Iw  Si'w  York,  on  Wediie-day,  D^ccMiiher  2d,  Mr«. 
KhrunTft  Jitpene,  widow  pf  Dr.  Uatid  Greene,  In, the  tf7th 
yenr  of  h<»r  ag" Hj!»k<»  — <»ii  Snndajr,  NoTotnber  l-'jih,  at  Onk  CJrove,  Carroll 
('o..  Md.,  Emma  liotunn  UImm,  only  dan({htc>r  of  Dr.  Wta.  M. and  Mr-   K.  H  Jl. 11(^.1. 

I  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 1     For  (lie  information  of  those  who  are  not  author.*,  we  will 
1  Htate  that  .manm.-.sckipt  intk.mjei)  kok  purlicatio.v  mi'st  hb 
'  WKITTKN  O.N  JU  T  o>"H  KIDH  of  the  sheet.    If  greater  care  wa^ taken  in  tlie  ]>reparation  of  copy,  much  trouble  would  l>e 
saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be 
made. 

I  BACK  NUMBERS. '  Subscribers  depiring  old  back  numbers  excepting  Jfos.  ̂ (^i, 
♦  .30.'),  oOS,  .309,  and  31o,  wliich  are  still  due,  and  wiM  be  sent) will  pleaHH  rernonihwr  and  k-  ikI  mou.  y  to  p  ly  for  them,  and 
■  for  po«tHKe,  as  many  of  the  nuiubtirs  are  growiu_'  scarce,  and 
I  we  have  to  pro-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  uumber. 
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ANATOMY. 

Gray — Anatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  111.,  cloth.  $6  2i,  Sheep, 
Olttire — Pathological  liistulogy.  By  Leidy.  4to,  platp>,  c  ilmed.... 
H.tssci! — 2r.cri)^c.i]):c  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  colored  plate-s  
L.-'idy  — 3I.uaiia  Au.itomy     illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep  
JtacL- — Surgical  Anatomy,  Imperial  4to,  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth, 

•liil  UO  ;  theep  
Pea^leo — Huinaa  Histology.    8vo.,  cloth  
Quaiii  -  Anatt'inical  Plate.s.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain 

plates,  $10  00;  colored    
Sharpey  and  Quain— Anatomy.    By  Leidy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth.. 
}^mith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    Svo.,  cloth  
Soliy  -  Anatomy  and  Disease  of  the  Brain.    Svo.,  cloth  
'i'odd  ;'kud  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  Wilson — JSuman  Anatomy.    By  Gobrecht.    Svo.,  sheep  

AN.gESTHETICS. 

Chaaoing  on  Etherization  in  Child-birth.  Svo  Vlagg  oa  Etherization  and  Chloroform  
CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxham — Hand-Book  of  Chemistry.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bowman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth.  

"        Medical         "  "   
Brande  and  Taylor —      "  Svo.,  cloth  
Fowiies —  "  12mo.,  cloth  , 
Moi-lit — Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus. Svo.,  sheep  

THE  CHEST,  HE^RT,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. 
Bennett.  (.1.  H.)— Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bowdicch — Young  Stethoscopist.  12mo  
Flint  on  Fhysical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    Svo.,  cloth  

"    on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth  Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth   
GiO^is  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cats,  Svo.,  cloth.. 
Hughes  -  Manual  of  Aiiscultation.    12mo.,  cloth  Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmonalis.  Svo  
bko.la — Ausi  ultaiiou  and  Percu-<3ion.    12mo.,  cloth  
Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth  
Stokes  on  the  Heart  and  .^orta.    Svo.,  sheep  Swett  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest  
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Palmonary  Consumption.  Svo. cloth  
vS'al.ihe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo.,  cloth  "      on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth  

CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 
(iondie  on  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  cloth  
Evau-iou  and  Mauase]  on  Children  
How  to  N'use  Sick  Children  
J-icobi— Dentition  and  its  Derangements.    ]2mo.,  cloth. 
Meigs  on  the  Disea.ses  of  Children.    Svo.,  sheep   
T:.  uner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childliood.  12mo  
West — Le<;lures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    Svo.,  cloth  .. 

CLIMATOLOGY. 
Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States.  Svo  
J  iiiu.sou  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates  

$7  00 5  00 

8  0  1 4  50 
12  00 
3  75 

30  00 6  00 
3  50 
2  00 

4  -)0 
8  75 

2  00 1  00 
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3  50 1  65 

$1  25 1  25 
3  00 2  75 1  25 2  75 
1  00 3  50 
1  25 75 
3  00 3  00 
1  25 

2  2.3 2  25 

$3  25 

1  25 SS 

1  00 
3  .50 
1  50 
2  75 

$5  00 3  00 

DISSECTORS. 
Agnew — Practical  Anatomy  
Allen — Practical  Anatomist,    li'mo.,  cloth  , Dublin  Dissector  
*Leidy  and  Hunt — Dissecd.r.  12mo  

EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12nio.,  cloth  
Jones — Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  .Surgery.    New  Ed.,  Svo.,  cloth Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  slieep  «  
.Mackenzie  on  tiie  Eye     Svo.,  cLoih  
Toynbee — .\.ur;tl  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth   
Walton — Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Litiell.    Svo.,  slieep  
Williams  on  the  Eye  

FE3IALES,  DISEASES  OF. 
Ashwell  on  the  Diseases  of  Women,    ^^vo..  cloth  
Bedford — Dis^a^es  of  Women  and  Children  
Bennett — Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo.,  cloth  

"       Uterine  Patholo-.'y  
Brown — Surgical  Diseases  of  Feraalf^s.    Svo.,  clotb  
^olumbat — Disea'^es  of  Femalf^s.    By  ?.r'^;_-<.    Svo.,  cloth  
Cooper,  (Siv  A.  P.)  — <mi  the  Brea-t.    ^vo.,  civjt);  Dewees— Di~ea«es  of  Females.  Svo  
Hodge — The  Disea-es  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth  
Meig.s— Childbed  Fevpr.    Svo.,  cloth  

"       Disea^-es  of  V>'iO-nfn,  in  Letters  fo  his  Cla=;«.    Svo.,  cloth. "       The  Uifru-;     Colored  plaies,    ̂ vo.,  cloih  
i  Figby— Ferna'p  Di-^.-^Li-.-s.    V2mo.,  cloth  
j  Simpson — The  D:,-r.t>e.-.  of  Wom^m.    Svo  ,  cloth  Smith — Leucorrhi;ea.    Svo.,  cloth  
I  Tilt— Menstruatio  i.  12mo  !  Whitehead — Abortion  and  Sterility.    Svo  ,  cloth  
\Ve..,t — The  Diseases  of  Females     Svo..  cioth  

"       Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri.    Svo.,  cloth  

1  00 

2  2.11 
1 
1  30 

$1  .50 3  00 
6  00 

5  2-1 
3  00 
3  00 

1  5'J $3  00 3  2^ 

2  00 

.50 

DENTISTRY. 
Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery.  Svo., 
sheep    $3  00 

Harris — Priuciples  and  Practice  of  Dental  Sur  :i  l  y.    Svo   5  00 
Richardson — Mechanical  Dentistry,    lllu-^trated,  Svo   3  50 
Ta ft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated    3  00 
Tome.s — Dental  Surgery.   208  Illustrations,  Svo   3  50 

FEVERS. 
Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  State*.    Svo..  clotu 
Drake— The  Fevers  of  the  Mi^si-sippi  Valley. '  2  vols., Fordyce— History  and  Treatment  of  Fevers   
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers.  Svo   
La  iloche — Fiieiimouia.  xc.    Sv  i..  cl<>"Lh  "          Yellow  Fever.    2  vo',-..  Svo.,  cloth  
Morris— Scarlet  Fcvers.    Svo.,  cl  jth  

Svo. 

50 

1  (X> 3  00 
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1  00 1  75 

2  M 1  00 

$3  00 

11  00 2  00 

3  00 3  00 FORMULARIES,  ETC 
1  50 
1  ro 

Phrases, 

3  Z'i 

1  00 

$1  2.5 

1  00 

SO 

.5  00 

2  (to 

1  i") 

1  2.5 

DICTIONARIES. 
Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine.  12mo.,  sheep. 
Duug'lison — Medical  Lexicon.    Svo.,  sheep   $1  .50 4  00 

DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 
Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  75 
Mali;aic;ue — Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 SuiiLh  ou  FracLiires   4  50 

Bea.sley — Book  of  Prescriptions.    12mo.,  sheep  
"         Formulary.    12mo..  sheep  

Elli.s — Medical  Foniiulary.    By  Thomas.    Svo.,  cloth  
Griflith  — Uuiver.^al  Form'ulary.    Svo.,  cloth  Pereira— Phvsicians'  Pocket  Pre.-cription  Book,  Terms, 

&c.  Clo'th  Eee.se — American  Medical  Formulary.  Cloth  
HYGIENE. 

Alcott— Laws  of  Health  
"        Lectures  on  Life  and  Health  

Beale— The  Laws  of  Healih.    12mo.,  cloth  
Hammond— Military  Hygiene.  Svo  

"         Physiological  Essays.  Svo  Pereira — Food  and  Diet  
Tilt  -Elements  of  Female  Hygiene.  12mo  

MANUALS  FOR  STUDENTPS. 
Jfendenhall— Manual  of  Examinations.    12mo..  sheep   $2  00 
Neill  and  SmitU—Ct.mp'^ndium  of  Medicine     12mo.,  sheep   3  25 
Skoda— Manual  of  Au-ciiltation.    12ino.,  cloth   1  25 
Tanner — Manual  of  Practice.    16nio.,  cloth   125 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Therapeutics   $0  7.5 
Carson — Synopsis  of  Materia  Medica.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
DunLrlisou — NVw      medies.    M''ith  F.irniulte.    Svo  ,  cloth   3  7A Headland-  The  Action  of  .Medicine  in  the  System.    Cloth   2  i>0 
.Mitchell,  (T.  D  ) — Materia  Meiiica  and  Therapeutics.    Svo   .<  75 
Pereira  -  Mat-Mia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols   9  i>0 
StilK-— Tlierai«eutics.    2  vols.,  Svo..  sheep   8  0) 
Wood— Materia  .M.  dica  atul  Theii^utics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  .sheep....    7  .jO 
Wood  and  Baclio— Di.speusatory  of  the  United  Stale.s   6  jO 

*  In  press.  (List  to  be  coatiuaed.) 
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Jtevelations.    Svo.,  cloth 

MEDICAL  jnilSDRUDEXCE.  TXSAXTTY  AND  POISONS 
Berk — Z>Iedic<il  JurispriultM!t>\    J'     ~    -      .  .-'Kr-pp  <11 
Buck'.iiU  and  Tu'.ie  ou  Iti.-auity.    3 f  l>c  Biusmout — H-.illuciti-.tiMas,  --.rui.iiis.  Visions.  \-c. Sro..  cloth   2 
Elwcil— Mai;  :    5 
Kar — Jurisi''.  -^•nhy.    Svo  ,  clotU    3 
I'.tylor — Meil:c...      ii-.  :  U  'Oi.c-o.    Svo.,  cioth   3 Ou  Poisons,    S\-(>  ,  c'oth   3 
Wiiurtou  auJ  StUle — MeJ.c<tl  Jiirisprudeuce   7 

THE  MICROSCOPE, 
r-rocklesbv — Wonder.s  of  tlie  Jlicroscop 
r;<rpeuit?r — The  Micro.'^cope  a 
HoiTiT  oa  the  Microscope.    >\  .j  
Kiug — Microscopist's  C>'!ir'  nu.ui.    Sv'X.  cloth  
Qiiekett — Lectures  on  Histolos,'y.    Uiustrated,  2  vols  
Wythe — Microscopist's  Maau;il.  Cloth  
^  MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. A=hton— The  Eectnm  aud  Auu.s.  Svo  

Karwell  on  the  J(^>iuis.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bernard  and  Robiii — Th.e  Hlood.  12rao  
Budu — The  Liv;r.    Svo.,  cloth  
(.'■■piand — Palsy  and  Apoplexy.    12rao.,  cloth  
Kpitome  of  Braithwaite's  Ketrosi  .^ct  Garrat — Lledical  U-e  "f  El'-ciiic   
Ciro-*.- — American  .Medical  BioLT;.;  ;iy,    5v".,  cloth  
liollaud — Medical  Notes  aud  Ketii-ciions.    Svo.,  cloth  iicim-^s — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science  
C»na;n — The  Rectum.  Plates  
Kri'..iuard — History  of  ̂ ledicine.    By  Comegys.  Svo  
Kuih — The  Human  A'uice.    Svo.,  cloth  
.^lanley — Diseases  of  iLe  B.'ues.    Svo  '.  T'jdd  — Acute  Diseases.    Svo..  cloth  
What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cloth. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

81  2o 4  50 

1  50 5  75 
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$2  00 
3  00 75 
3  00 

SO 7  00 

3  .-^O 
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3  00 

.    OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
r.-'dford — Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  cloth  
Caxeaux — Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- tion,   niustrated.    Svo.,  sheep  
Dfwecs — System  of  Midwifery.    Svo.,  cloth  
>;.  i:is — Science  and  Art  of  Ob.^tetrics.    Svo.,  sheep  
MontL'omery  on  Pregnancy.    Svo.,  cloth  
X.ipg'^^rath  aud  Jacobi — Contributions  to  Midwifery.  Svo  
Kanisi)uthara — Obstetric  Medicine^    Svo.,  sheep  
Kigby — Midwifery.    Svo  ,  cloth  
S;mp>on — Obstetric  Memoirs  aud  Contributions.  2  vols.,  sheep, c7.50.    Svo.,  cloth  
Tyler  Smith — Lectures  on  Obstetrics  

PATHOLOGY. 
Chomol— General  Pathology  
Gro  Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Henle — General  Pathology.  Svo  
.Tones  and  Sieveking— Pa'.tiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Pa^et—  LectureH  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep.. 
K  'kilausky — Pathological  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  §vo.,  cloth  
Virrli.,w— C^-llular  Pathology.    Svo.,  cloth  
Vu.:  -! — Pathological  Anatomy  

PHARMACY. 
B<»;tM  !ey— Droggi.-ts'  Receipt  Book.    12mo.,  sheep.  Mir  arid  Rpdw  i.id — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
•J':.r!-i-h — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Pharmacopoeia  of  the  U.  8.    12rao.,  cloth  

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Andral— Medical  Clinic.    .'J  voIh  
Barclay— Medical  DiagnoxiH.    8vo.,  cloth  
B<'nn>'tt — L<»clureH  ou  Clinical  Mt.'dicine  , 
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Communications. 

DEFECTIVE  AND  IMPAIRED  VISIO]^J^, 
^  With  the  Clinical  use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in 

their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 

By  Laurence  Turnbull,  M.  D., 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  Howard  Hospital,  &c. 

Retinitis  (Continued.) 
The  descriptions  hy  the  older  writers  of  this  dis- 

ease, before  the  invention  of  the  ophthalmoscope, 
were  vague  and  uncertain,  and  even  Tyreell,* 
the  great  English  master  in  ophthalmology,  em- 

ploys the  term  "acute  retinitis"  as  synonymous 
with  "glaucoma."  The  authority  who  is  most 
to  be  relied  upon  is  Mackenzie,!  who  in  his  latest 
work  takes  advantage  of  the  knowledge  obtained 
by  the  use  of  the  ophthalmoscope.  He  describes 

"Idiopathic  retinitis  acute  and  chronic,"  with 
"Retinitis  from  undue  lactation;"  he  omits  one 
of  the  most  important  forms,  namely,  "  Syphilitic 
retinitis,"  which  is  one  of  the  sequelae  of  iritis 
after  apparently  all  inflammation  has  passed  away, 
leaving  the  cornea  lens  and  vitreous  humor  trans- 

parent. The  following  case  will  illustrate  this 
class. 

Mrs.  Mary  D  ,  aged  42,  applied  as  an  out- 
door  patient  at  Howard  Hospital,  with  entire  loss 
of  vision,  January  1860.  Her  sight  has  been  fail- 

ing her  since  July,  1859  ;  was  a  healthy  woman 
previous  to  marriage,  and  lived  with  her  husband 
twenty-one  years,  when  he  became  sick.  She  has 
six  healthy  children,  but  the  seventh  was  born 
covered  with  an  eruption,  and  was  in  the  Chil- 

dren's Hospital  of  this  city  under  treatment,  and 
the  physicians  informed  her  that  he  has  syphilitic 
disease.  She  has  had  chancres  on  her  lip  and  in 
other  parts  of  her  body  of  a  specific  character,  has 
taken  mercury,  her  sight  failed  her  gradually 
without  pain. 

Ophthalmoscopic  examination — cornea,  iris  and 
lens  clear ;  optic  nerve  appears  enlarged,  irregular 

♦Practical  Work,  &c.,  Vol.  ii.,  p.  146. 
t  Practical  Treatise,  &c.,4th  London,  2d  American,  p.  555, 

and  of  whitish  texture ;   large  irregular  white 
patches  are  scattered  over  the  retina. 

Being  placed  upon  a  specific  course  of  treatment, 
by  the  14th  she  stated  she  felt  much  better,  and 
can  see  the  clock  and  the  hands  on  it ;  by  the  28th 
she  could  see  the  letters  on  her  paper,  and  ulti- 

mately she  was  able  to  come  to  the  hospital  for 
her  tonics  and  iodide  of  potassium  alone.  Numer- 

ous cases  of  this  class  of  disease  present  themselves 
at  my  clinic,  and  the  ophthalmoscopic  appearances  ^ 
of  secondary  syphilis  vary  slightly.  In  some  in- 

stances gray  and  white  flocculi  are  seen  in  the 
vitreous  space,  which  change  their  position  when 
the  eye  moves.  The  optic  nerve  is  seen  as  through 
a  ground  glass.  The  vessels  of  the  retina  are 
usually  small  and  difficult  to  be  seen,  with  red, 
yellow,  brown,  or  black  patches  near  the  yellow 

spot. An  interesting  case  I  saw  in  the  London  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital  is  apropos  to  the  present  time  in 

our  own  navy.  A  sailor  desired  to  be  discharged 
on  account  of  loss  of  sight,  from  the  Royal  Navy ; 
he  was  suspected  of  malingering,  and  sent  by  the 
Government  officer  to  be  examined.  To  look  at 
his  eyes  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  disease. 
The  cornea,  iris  and  lens  were  not  dimmed,  he  had 
only  a  faint  perception  of  light  in  one  eye.  The 
other  was  somewhat  better,  so  that  he  could  guide 
himself,  but  not  sufficient  vision  to  fit  him  for  Her 
Majesty's  service.  On  examination  by  the  oph- 

thalmoscope the  whole  surface  of  the  retina  was 
covered  with  black  patches,  and  occasionally  white 
patches  of  lymph  were  seen,  which  was  tbe  result 
of  syphilitic  poison,  and  demonstrated  the  utility 
of  the  ophthalmoscope. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Eetina'in  Morbus  Brightii 
"The  ophthalmoscopic  signs  are  congestion, 

hemorrhage  and  slight  haziness  of  the  retina. 
This  opacity  increases  the  apparent  size  of  the 
optic  disc  by  confusing  its  outlines,  and  renders 
the  vessels  less  distinct  than  natural.  These  seem 
to  terminate  taperingly  at  the  surface  of  the  optic 
disc,  beneath  which  they  cannot  be  followed.  Small 
bright  yellowish-white  dots  appear  in  the  opaque 
retina,  at  first  thinly  scattered,  but  becoming  con- 

fluent. They  form  large  patches,  which  ultimately 
coalesce  and  overspread  a  considerable-  extent  of 
the  retina  with  a  whitish  opacity,  the  uniformity 
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[Vol.  X. of  which  is  broken  hy  blotches  of  effused  blood." 
("Hulke"  Practical  Treatise,  p.  50.J) 

The  following  is  an  interesting  case  from  Prof. 
F.  HoKXER  *  Anna  Fischer,  eleven  years  old,  in 
June,  I'-GO,  suffered  from  an  eruption  of  the  skin, 
the  nature  of  which  cannot  well  be  determined. 
After  the  disappearance  of  the  exanthema,  the 
child  remained  dull,  sleepy,  without  appetite,  suf- 

fered from  constipation,  and  had  an  augmented 
wish  to  urinate  ;  no  hydrops  ;  several  weeks  after- 

ward a  violent  convulsive  attack  during  the  night, 
with  entire  loss  of  consciousness.  The  latter  re- 

turns twice  ;  the  last  time  at  the  end  of  September. 
After  the  last  attack  vision  was  almost  entirely 
lost  for  some  days,  and  remained  weak  afterward. 

The  state  of  the  patient  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber was  the  following  :  She  is  tall,  very  pale,  thin, 

and  not  hydropic  ;  pulsation  of  the  heart  very 
strong,  visible  on  a  large  part  of  the  left  side,  and 
disagreeable  to  the  patient ;  horizontal  diameter 
of  heart  considerably  increased ;  sounds  pure, 
urine  considerable  in  quantity,  pale  somewhat 
opalizing  ;  specific  weight  1C05,  containing  an  un- 

commonly large  quantity  of  albumen.  No  cylin- 
ders of  fibrine  ;  pupil  somewhat  dilated,  and  not 

very  movable.  She  reads  with  the  right  eye  some 
words  of  No.  XVI ;  with  the  left,  letters  of  No. 
XI.  Field  of  vision  normal.  The  ophthalmoscope 
shows  the  typic  condition  of  retinitis  of  a  high  de- 

gree in  morbus  brightii.  The  optic  nerve  was 
merely  characterized  by  the  ends  of  its  veins.  Its 
margin  is  not  distinguished  from  the  neighbor- 

hood, but  seems  one  in  color  with  the  surrounding 
zone  of  grayish  infiltrated  retina.  Arteries  mostly 
colored,  veins  pretty  large.  The  white  infiltrated 
zone  of  the  retina  extends  around  the  whole  optic 
nerve,  and  covers  the  vessels.  Its  diameter  is 
three  times  the  diameter  of  the  yellow  spot.  There 
were  no  apoplexies,  but  several  deposits  of  pig- 

ment. Patient  entered  Dr.  H.'s  institution  No- 
vember 11.  Ordered  Tinctura  ferri  acet,  twenty 

drops  three  times  daily.  During  the  next  month 
the  general  condition  of  the  patient  considerably 
improved,  specific  gravity  of  urine  1010. 

Much  more  astonishing  was  the  amelioration  of 
vision.  A^^^iT  one  month,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
patient  read  No.  11  on  both  sides;  with  her  left 
eye,  words  of  No.  1.  The  margin  of  the  papilla 
of  the  optic  was  more  visible  with  the  ophthalmo- 
pcope  ;  on  the  left  side  the  color  of  the  "zone" 
and  near  the  yellow  Bpot  the  sarr.e  ;  on  the  right 
Bide  Did  condition  remained  unchanged. 

The  increased  violence  in  the  beating  of  the 
heart,  aft«T  the  patient  htft  tlie  institution,  caused 
I'rof.  il.  to  give  during  three  weeks  the  powder  of 

-veca/e  cornutum  (gr.  10  pro  die).  The  beating  be- 
came less,  but  auscultation  did  not  reveal  any  de- 

crease in  the  size  of  the  heart.  Vision  remained 
the  same,  and  she  read  with  her  left  eye  No.  1 
fluently  (January,  1861.)  Three  months  later  the 
author  saw  the  patient,  and  he  found  the  retina 
had  become  almost  perfectly  normal.  Ordered 
pills  of  ferri  reduct,  with  extr.  gentian,  on  account 
of  anfeuiic  appearance.  At  the  end  of  1862  patient 

was  considered  well." 

*  Kllolncbe  MoDatablatter  fiir  Augftnhcilkundeand  American 
Joaroal  of  Oiiljllmlmylogjr,  Vol.  I.,  No.  0,  p.  238. 

MEDICAL  FBAGMENTS. 

By  a.  p.  Dutcher,  M.  D., 
Of  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania. 

(Continued  from  p.  446.) 
Mushroom  Poisoning. 

A  few  nights  since  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  D., 
who  was  said  to  be  badly  poisoned  by  eating  mush- 

rooms for  his  supper.  From  his  wife  I  learned 
that  he  retired  to  rest  about  nine  o'clock,  feeling 
as  well  as  usual.  About  ten  he  awoke  complain- 

ing of  nausea  and  pain  in  the  bowels  ;  these  symp- 
toms were  soon  succeeded  by  vomiting,  purging, 

and  cramps.  After  having  several  copious  evacu- 
ations from  the  bowels  the  purging  ceased,  but 

the  vomiting  continued.  This  was  repeated  at  in- 
tervals of  about  twenty  minutes,  for  more  than 

two  hours,  when  she  became  alarmed  and  sent  for 

me.  "When  I  arrived  the  patient  was  very  de- 
lirious. He  had  lost  the  power  of  his  limbs,  and 

was  not  able  to  turn  himself  in  bed.  His  whole 
muscular  system  appeared  to  be  perfectly  pros- 

trated. Skin  moist  and  warm,  pulse  38  per  minute, 
and  intermitting;  respiration  10  and  irregular; 
pupils  very  much  dilated.  He  complains  of  being 
unable  to  see  or  hear.  His  vomiting  is  now  more 
frequent  than  at  first,  and  the  matter  discharged 
is  nothing  but  water,  and  mucous  streaked  with 
blood. 

The  treatment  prescribed  was  a  sinapism  over  the 
epigastrium,  and  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following 
mixture  in  a  wine  glass  full  of  gum  'water,  every 
half  hour  until  the  vomiting  ceased. 

Tinct.  camphorJB, 

Tinct.  opii,  aa        ffss.  M. 
On  calling  in  the  morning  I  found  my  patient 

somewhat  better.  He  ceased  to  vomit  after  the 
third  dose  of  the  medicine.  He  is  rational,  but 
still  complains  of  being  unable  to  see.  Pulse  40 
and  still  intermitting  ;  respiration  12  and  irregular  ; 
has  more  muscular  power,  can  turn  himself  in  the 
bed  by  making  a  strong  effort ;  has  passed  no  urine 
for  fourteen  hours  and  has  no  desire  to  do  so.  He 
complains  of  nausea,  pain  in  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  There  is  unusual  heat  in  the  abdomen, 
and  it  is  tender  to  the  touch.  His  tongue  is  very 
red,  and  he  complains  of  thirst.    Fearing  inflam- 

I 
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mation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  a  blister  was 
applied  over  the  abdomen,  and  one  of  the  follow- 

ing pills  was  ordered  every  three  hours  : 
Hyd.  chlorid.  mit.       gr.  xij. 
Pulv.  opii.  gr.  vj.  M. 

Gum  water  was  allowed  for  drink. 

The  symptoms  of  gastro- enteritis  annoyed  him 
for  a  day  or  two,  when  they  gradually  disappeared. 
His  pulse  did  not  regain  its  normal  frequency  and 
regularity  until  the  evening  of  the  third  day. 

I  examined  a  specimen  of  the  plants  which  Mr. 
D.  ate.  They  belonged  to  the  variety  that  is  re- 

garded as  edible.  They  were,  however,  old,  and 
had  a  bitter  acid  taste,  and  a  faint  narcotic  odor, 
and  instead  of  cooking  them  in  boiling  water,  as 
is  the  usual  custom  in  this  vicinity,  they  were 
fried  in  batter.  This  mode  of  cooking  them  un- 

doubtedly made  them  poisonous,  for  it  has  been 
well  ascertained  that  even  the  poisonous  varieties 
of  the  plant  may  be  rendered  perfectly  harmless 
by  boiling  them  in  vinegar  and  water.  Dr.  Chris- 
TisoN,  in  his  work  on  Poisons,  says  that  Dr.  Pou- 
CHET,  of  Rouen,  gave  a  quart  of  the  water  in  which 
five  poisonous  mushrooms  had  been  boiled,  to  a 
dog,  who  died  in  eight  hours ;  but  the  boiled  fungi 
themselves  had  no  effect  upon  other  dogs.  An- 

other, who  was  fed  for  nearly  two  .months  on  little 
else  than  a  poisonous  variety  of  the  plant  boiled, 
not  only  sustained  no  harm,  but  actually  got  fat 
on  his  fare. 

 ^-t^*-^  

Hospital  Reports. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  \ 
Nov.,  1863.  j 

SuRGLCAL  Clinic  of  Dr..  D.  Hayes  Agnew. 
Reported  by  Drs.  Reeve  and  Ford. 

Intra-Capsular  Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the 
Femur. 

R.  L.,  aged  seventy-three  years,  was  brought  to  the 
clinic  on  account  of  an  injury  of  the  left  thigh  pro- 

duced by  a  fall.  While  walking  across  the  floor  her 
foot  caught  in  the  carpet  causing  her  to  fall  upon  the 
great  trochanter  of  the  left  extremity.  She  com- 

plained of  great  pain  in  the  thigh,  and  was  unable  to 
move  the  affected  limb. 

The  diagnosis  is  made  from  the  history  of  the 
case,  and  from  the  following  symptoms  :  The  patient 
is  old  and  feeble  ;  she  found  herself  suddenly  de- 

prived of  the  use  of  her  limb,  from  a  slight  cause  ; 
by  measurement  the  distance  between  the  anterior 
superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium  and  great 
trochanter  of  each  side  varied,  being  an  inch  shorter 
on  the  affected  side.  The  patient  lying  perfectly 
straight  upon  her  back,  the  distance  between  the 
umbilicus  and  internal  condyle  of  the  femur  of  the 
injured  thigh  was  much  less  than  the  distance  be- 

tween similar  points  of  the  sound  side.  Preter- 
natural mobility  was  observable  ;  the  limb  could  be 

rotated,  adducted  and  abducted,  flexed  and  extended 
upon  the  pelvis.   Crepitus  could  not  be  elicitedj 
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probably  owing  to  the  intervention  of  some  material 
between  the  ends  of  the  bone.  Eversion  of  the  foot 
and  of  the  whole  limb  was  present  in  a  marked 
degree.  As  before  remarked,  the  great  trochanter 
was  nearer  to  the  ilium  than  it  would  be  were  the 
femur  unbroken,  was  less  easy  felt,  and  moved  in  the 
arc  of  a  smaller  circle  than  natural,  when  rotated. 
All  these  symptoms  of  the  fracture  taken  conjointly 
with  the  trivial  manner  of  its  occurrence,  and  the 
age  of  the  patient,  namely  seventy-three  years,  un- 

mistakably indicate  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur  within  the  capsule. 

A  lesion  of  this  character  is  generally  produced  by 
a  trivial  cause,  as  this  case  exemplifies.  The  sudden 
twisting  of  the  limb,  or  a  slight  blow  upon  the  thigh 
have  been  known  to  produce  it  in  old  subjects.  It 
occurs  in  old  age — seldom  happening  to  persons 
under  the  age  of  fifty  years  — and  depends  upon 
change  in  the  structure  and  position  of  the  neck  and head  of  the  bon*. 

In  youth  the  proportion  of  animal  matter  of  the 
bones  exceeds  that  of  the  earthy  matter,  but  in 
advanced  life  the  reverse  is  the  case,  the  earthy 
matter  predominating,  hence,  the  bones  are  brittle 
and  easily  fractured.  In  advanced  life  the  head  and 
neck  of  the  femur  become  fatty,  the  cancellated 
structure  is  less  dense,  and  therefore  less  likely  to 
resist  force ;  the  position  of  the  neck  of  the  femur, 
too,  is  changed  in  old  age — it  is  more  horizontal,  so that  the  force  is  not  so  well  directed  in  the  line  of 
the  bone,  but  spends  itself  upon  the  neck.  This 
variety  of  fracture  is  more  common  in  females,  on 
account  of  the  greater  tendency  to  fatty  degeneration 
and  atrophy  of  the  neck  of  the  bone,  and  on  account 
of  its  position  being  more  horizontal  than  in  males. 
Shortening  of  the  limb  is  not  generally  more  than 
one  half  an  inch  to  an  inch,  though  it  is  sometimes 
more  or  less.  It  often  does  not  appear  till  several 
days  after  the  injury  ;  this  may  be  due  to  the  incom- 

pleteness of  the  fracture  of  the  bone  and  of  the  rup- 
ture of  the  surrounding  membranes.  Preternatural 

mobility  and  crepitation  are  mostly  very  well  ob- served. The  foot  and  limb  are  everted  when  the 
patient  lies  supine  or  stands  supported  on  one  leg  ; 
when  in  the  latter  position,  the  heel  of  the  injured 
limb  is  directed  toward  the  hollow  of  the  foot  of  the 
perfect  side,  and  is  considerably  elevated,  while  the 
toes  rest  on  the  floor.  Eversion  has  been  ascribed  to 
the  action  of  the  external  rotator  muscles  of  the 
thigh  by  some,  by  others  to  the  weight  of  the  limb 
when  uncontrolled  by  the  muscles.  The  mode  of 
treatment  of  this  kind  of  fracture  is  influenced  by 
the  kind  of  repair  we  expect,  and  by  the  condition 
of  the  patient.  Inasmuch  as  union  of  the  extremi- 

ties of  the  fractured  bone,  in  the  most  favorable  cases 
can  only  be  fibro-ligamentous,  and  that  the  cases 
are  mostly  old,  decrepid  persons  whose  constitutions 
cannot  with  stand  the  exhausting  eflect  of  long  con- 

finement, the  simple  plan  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
is  most  frequently  adopted.  The  limb  is  placed  upon 
a  double  inclined  plane  of  pillows,  and  kept  at  rest 
in  an  easy  comfortable  position  for  two  or  three 
weeks  ;  the  patient  is  then  allowed  to  sit  iip  in  a 
chair,  and  shortly  to  move  about  on  crutches,  the 
shortness  of  the  extremity  being  supplied  by  a  high- 
heeled  boot  or  shoe. 

Osseous  union  can  hardly  be  expected  even  in  the 
most  favorable  cases,  for  the  following  reasons  :  1st. 
Deficient  nutrition  of  one  of  the  fragments,  the  head 
of  the  bone  being  separated,  it  can  only  draw  its 
nourishment  from  vessels  derived  by  the  ligamentura 
teres  which  is  inadequate  to  the  proper  supply.  2d. 
Want  of  proper  coaptation  of  the  ends  of  the  bone. 
3d.  Presence  of  synovial  fluid  about  the  ends  of  the 
bone.  4th.  Want  of  the  adjuvant  power  of  the  sur- 

rounding tissues  ;  the  capsular  ligament  separates 
the  parts  from  the  surrounding  tissues  which  princi- 

pally produce  the  provisional  callus.  5th.  Old  age 
and  feebleness  of  the  patient. 



458 Paralysis  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Forearm. 
Samuel  F.,  aged  forty-eight  years.  About  two 

months  ago  while  on  a  debauch,  the  patient  lay  all 
night  in  an  exposed  place  ;  in  the  morning  he  had  very 
little  use  of  his  right  forearm,  which  the  night  before 
was  under  his  control.  He  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital  and  placed  under  treatment.  Whether  the 
paralysis  was  produced  by  intemperance  and  ex- 

posure, or  by  pressure  of  the  head  of  a  crutch  upon 
the  axillary  plexus  of  nerves  (the  patient  being  a 
cripple),  or  by  both,  or  by  other  causes,  cannot  be 
postively  determined.  Iodide  of  potassium  was  ad- 

ministered internally,  and  stimiilating  embrocations 
and  frictions  locally,  with  no  benefit ;  the  embroca- 

tions and  frictions  were  continued,  and  in  addition 
electricity  was  applied  to  the  muscles  daily  for  sev- 

eral weeks,  Avith  the  administration  of  small  doses  of 
strychnia.  During  this  treatment  the  motor  power 
of  the  muscles  of  the  forearm  gradually  improved, 
and  the  patient  is  now  entirely  Avell.  The  bowels 
were  occasionally  moved  by  mild  purgatives.  The 
diet  was  nutritious  and  unirritant. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  \ 
Nove?nbe7- — ,  1863.  j 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 
Reported  by  Dr.  J,  Gordon  Maxwell. 

Bhmoplasty. 

Mary  A.  S.,  a  young,  healthy  looking  woman  of 
German  extraction,  married,  one  living  child,  two 
etill  born.  Had  been  under  treatment  for  tertiary 
eyphilis  at  the  clinic  for  some  time.  When  first  in- 

troduced the  greater  part  of  the  nose  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  tlie  disease  Avhich  was  still  progressing, 

causing  a  most  hideous  deformity,  while  the  throat 
was  greatly  ulcerated.  The  treatment  was  as  follows: 

^        i^.    Potass,  iodidi  §ss. 
Hydrarg.  chloridi  corros.,      gr  iv. 
Syrup,  auraut.,  f^ij. 
Aqu;e,  f^vj.  M. 

Sig.  Half  a  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 
'fy.    Hydrargyri  chloridi  mite, Ext.  colocynth  comp., 

Pulvis  jalapoe,  aa    gr.  v.  M. 
Fiat  in  pil.  No.  iv. 

Sig.  One  every  other  night. 
Besides  the  above  treatment  the  ulcerated  parts 

•were  touched  with  the  dilute  acid  nitrate  of  mercury 
twice  a  Aveek  and  dressed  Avith  opiate  cerate.  The 
diet  consisted  ofgood  Avholesome  and  easily  digestible 
food,  Avith  stimulating  drinks.  Under  this  treat- 

ment the  patient  rapidly  improved  and  was  soon 
entirely  Avell.  Slie  was  allowed  to  remain  in  this 
condition  for  two  months,  Avheii  the  Professor,  con- 

sidering tlie  disease  thoroughly  eradicated,  pro- 
nounced her  in  a  favoi-able  condition  for  the  opera- 

tion of  rhinoplasty,  or  the  formation  of  a  new  nose. 
However  before  commencing  the  operation  the 
patient  Avas  subjected  to  a  rigid  course  of  diet,  in 
order  to  prepare  tlie  system  for  what  Avas  to  follow. 

As  the  Professor  preferred  the  Indian  method,  as 
it  is  called,  tliat  Avas  the  one  chosen  on  tlie  present 

'  occasion,  there  being  an  abundance  of  tissue.  The first  step  was  to  replace  the  defective  part  by  a  wax 
mould  representing  the  original  organ  as  nearly  as 
poBhihlc.  A  ])iece  of  soft  leather  was  then  stretched 
over  tiie  artificial  nose  and  cut  Avitli  great  care  to  its 
shape,  and  from  tliis  an  accurate  model  Avas  cut  one 
third  larger  to  allf)w  of  shrinkage  of  the  soft  parts. 
The  shape  and  size  of  the  llap  Averc  then  carefully 
marked  rjut  from  the  centre  of  the  forehead  with 
tincture  of  iodine,  when  the  patient  was  rendered 
insensible  by  chlorof(<rir). 

A  roll  (A'  lint  being  inserted  into  each  nostril  to prevent  the  ingress  of  blood,  an  incision  was  made 
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along  the  iodized  track,  and  the  part  dissected  up 
down  to  the  periosteum,  care  being  taken  not  to 
Avound  the  angular  artery  as  the  vascular  supply  of 
the  new  nose  Avould  mainly  depend  upon  its  integ- 

rity. The  gap  in  the  forehead  was  then  sponged 
and  as  no  vessel  required  ligation  its  edges  were 
approximated  by  several  points  of  the  interrupted 
suture  and  adhesive  straps,  as  little  being  allowed 
to  remain  open  as  possible.  The  next  step  of  the 
operation  consisted  in  paring  the  edges  of  the 
mutilated  organ,  and  scarifying  the  skin  over  the 
bridge  of  the  nose,  in  order  to  faciliate  adhesions 
between  the  contiguous  surfaces.  The  parts  were 
then  stitched  together  by  means  of  the  tongue  and 
groove  suture  of  Professor  Pancoast.  In  the  next 
place  a  deep  transverse  opening  Avas  made  in  the 
upper  lip  at  its  junction  with  the  natural  septum  of 
the  nose,  about  five  lines  in  length,  into  which  the 
extremity  of  the  strip  divested  of  cuticle  Avas  firmly 
implanted  and  kept  in  place  by  a  fcAv  points  of  suture. 

Narrow  adhesive  plaster  was  then  stretched  across 
the  sides  of  the  nose  to  eff'ect  more  uniform  ap- proximation, and  the  dressing  Avas  completed  by 
applying  lint  wet  with  oil  along  the  line  of  suture, 
to  prevent  the  edges  from  becoming  dry  and  shriv- 

elled. The  patient  was  then  put  to  bed  and  a  full 
anodyne  giA^en.  The  dressings  were  not  disturbed 
until  the  third  day  when  union  Avas  found  to  have 
taken  place  by  the  first  intention. 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Knees. 
A  most  extraordinary  and  interesting  case  of  con- 

genital malformation  was  brought  before  the  Clinic 
on  the  25th  of  November.  The  history  is  as  follows  ; 
Morris  M.,  2  years  of  age,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Casner's, of  Germantown,  has  a  ravenous  appetite,  but  has 
always  been  sickly,  with  a  remarkably  puny  appear- ance. 

The  knee  joints  Avhich  are  the  seat  of  the  malfor- 
mation, are  deficient  in  their  patella,  an  l  as  a  con- 

sequence there  is  extraordinary  mobility  of  the  lower 
limbs.  These  being  absent  the  heads  of  the  tibiae 
are  throAvn  foinvard,  and  the  thigh  bones  backward, 
the  condyles  forming  quite  a  prominent  projection 
on  the  posterior  surface  of  the  limb,  and  bearing  a 
marked  resemblance  to  the  elboAv  joint  Avhen  flexed, 
and  Avhen  the  limbs  were  placed  in  a  straight  posi- 

tion, diagonally  across  and  a  little  above  the  con- 
(fyles,  there  Avas  a  depression  of  a  semilunar  or  cres- centic  form  on  the  anterior  surface. 

Flexion  could  not  be  accomplished,  although  ex- 
tension and  counter-extension  could  be  performed 

Avith  little  eflfort.  It  is  a  most  uncommon  case  and 
one  of  extreme  interest,  as  there  can  be  nothing  done 
for  the  relief  of  the  little  sufierer,  the  records  of 
the  profession  not  having  thrown  any  light  upon  the 
subject.  If  the  patellae  existed  something  might  be 
lio])ed  for  from  a  long  continued  treatment,  but  as 
the  case  noAV  stands  it  is  beyond  human  ingenuity. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  there  existed  a  dis- 
ease of  the  nose  most  probably  of  a  syphilitic  char- 

acter, into  Avhich  inquiry  Avill  be  made  hereafter. 
The  only  treatment  considered  of  any  avail  by  the 
Professor  was  that  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  and  the 
bichloride  of  mercury  ;  ̂   grain  of  the  former  with 
1-40  of  a  grain  of  the  latter  three  times  during  the 
day. 

University  of  Maryland, Nov.  \th,  1863.  I 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith. 

Reported  by  Dr,  J.  IV.  P.  Bates. 
Amaurosis. 

Man,  set  30.  This  patient  complains  that  his  sight 
is  not  good,  at  times  everything  looks  dim  and 
cloudy;  has  been  so  for  two  or  three  months  ;  no  pain 
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in  the  eyes  but  sometimes  has  smarting,  photophobia 
in  sliglit  degree,  sometimes  he  has  bright  flashes, 
occular  spectra,  scintillations,  also  muscse  voli- tantes.  There  are  no  evidences  of  inflammation 
except  in  the  retina,  and  the  symptoms  are  those  of 
hypersemia  of  that  membrane.  If  we  have  morbid 
exercise  of  the  auditory  nerve  we  have  roaring  and 
buzzing,  etc.,  in  the  ear,  and  in  the  same  manner 
when  there  is  morbid  exercise  of  the  optic  nerve  we 
have  these  scintillations,  etc.  There  is  here  most 
probably  sub-acute  inflammation  of  the  optic  nerve- which  is  bringing  about  amaurosis  ;  this  is  one  of 
the  most  common  prodromes  of  amaurosis.  There  is 
a  slight  degree  of  turl)idness  of  the  vitreous  humor. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  case  most  surgeons  would 
use  mercury,  but  it  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  harm 
in  such  cases,  as  this  disease  is  very  little  under  the 
control  of  remedies.  We  must  attend  to  the  general 
health.  As  a  local  application  we  will  use 

I^.    Veratria,  gr.  v. 
Ung  cetacei,  3iss.  M. 

Chafe  the"  brow  aud  then  rub  this  in  with  the finger,  taking  care  however  not  to  put  any  on  the 
lid.  We  will  keep  his  bowels  regular  by  means  of 
pills  containing  aloes  and  soap.  As  an  alterative 
we  will  give 

I^.    Potassii  iodidi,  gr.  v. 
Three  times  a  day. 

His  diet  should  be  simple  but  not  very  low.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  our  remedies  will  accomplish  much 
good. 

Fracture  of  the  Olecrannon. 
Man,  fet  27.  The  injuries  of  the  elbow  joint  are 

almost  always  complicated  because  we  have  a  com- 
pound articulation.  This  man  fell  from  the  mast 

head  of  a  vessel,  and  struck  his  elbow  ;  the  right  arm 
is  very  much  swelled,  and  contused  at  the  seat  of 
the  injury.  The  proper  treatment  in  this  case  will 
be  to  gradually  extend  the  arm  until  we  get  it  nearly 
straight.  An  angular  splint  of  binder's  board  has been  used  in  this  case.  We  have  to  guard  against 
the  action  of  the  triceps  which  draws  up  the  upper 
fragment.  We  will  gradually  extend  the  forearm, 
and  after  a  little  Ave  may  completely  extend  it  and  if 
it  were  not  for  the  tumefaction  would  do  so  now. 
This  class  of  injuries  is  often  very  improperly  treated 
because  if  the  arm  is  kept  flexed  it  will  only  unite  by 
means  of  a  long  ligament,  if  kept  extended  too  long 
it  will  undergo  anchylosis  and  thus  become  useless. 
Make  passive  motion  at  the  end  of  ten  days  and  though 
we  may  somewhat  retard  bony  union  thereby,  still 
we  give  the  patient  a  useful  limb.  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  says  that  these  fractures  penetrating  the 
joint  never  have  bony  union. 

Necrosis. 
Man,  get  20.  This  disease  commenced  one  year 

ago  last  March.  Had  pain  for  about  a  week  before 
it  swelled,  and  the  patient  was  told  he  had  inflam- 

matory rheumatism.  It  is  a  very  common  mistake 
in  the  commencement  of  this  disease  to  call  it  in- 

flammatory rheumatism.  The  bone  does  not  swell 
but  the  periosteum  does  so,  slowly.  This  disease 
occupies  the  inferior  third  of  the  left  thigh  ;  the 
probe  passes  under  the  great  artery  and  into 
an  immense  cavity,  but  does  not  touch  any  dead 
bone  in  a  condition  to  be  removed.  We  enlarge 
one  of  the  orifices  so  as  to  let  out  the  pus  and  also 
lay  open  these  sinuses  which  extend  in  almost  all 
directions  and  are  producing  a  very  bad  effect  by 
retaining  the  discharges.  His  appetite  is  good  and 
we  will  allow  him  good  nourishing  food,  and  I  think 
the  preparation  of  iron  would  be  useful.  We  shall 
Avait  until  there  is  further  separation  of  the  seques- 

trum. Apply  poultices.  These  cases  are  tedious 
unless  in  a  condition  to  remove  the  sequestrum  im- 
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mediately.  It  sometimes  remains  for  a  long  time,  as 
I  have  known  cases  in  Avhich  it  was  carried  for  twenty 
years.  If  we  operate  prematurely  we  inflict  a  great 
deal  of  pain  and  accomplish  no  good. 

A  question  of  great  importance  to  the  patient  is, 
what  shall  we  do  in  the  incipiency  of  this  disfcase  ?. 
If  recognized  early  you  will  find  periostitis,  hard 
swelling  but  no  suppuration  ;  if  you  are  resolute  you 
can  cut  dov/n  upon  and  divide  the  periosteum.  Very 
often  you  will  find  matter  under  it.  If  the  bone  is 
diseased  you  must  use  the  trephine,  and  thus  you 
can  cut  the  disease  short.  To  distinguish  these 
cases  from  those  of  rheumatism  is  sometimes  ditfi- 
cult,  but  rheumatism  is  rarely  confined  to  one  joint 
and  affects  the  joints  alone.  If  there  is  enlargement 
of  the  bone  it  is  necrosis. 

Medical  Clinic  by  Prof.  Samuel  Chew. 
Tonsilitis. 

Jas.  S.,  set  23.  Fisherman.  This  is  produced  by 
cold  and  wet  weather,  sometimes  by  local  injury,  as 
scalding  or  scratching  the  parts  ;  in  some  produced 
very  easily.  There  are  various  names  given  to  in- 

flammation of  the  throat  according  to  the  particular 
part  affected  ;  if  tousils,  angina  tonsilitis  ;  if  of  the 
palate  or  uvula,  angina  diffusa.  Sometimes  no  dis- 

ease is  perceptible,  but  after  death  the  pharynx  will 
show  the  effect  of  the  disease  which  is  angina 
pharyngea.  Sometimes  there  are  painful  ulcers, 
pain  in  the  Eustachian  tube,  then  suppuration  in  the 
tonsils.  If  two  or  three  days  pass  by  without  the 
disease  being  arrested  it  is  apt  to  go  on  to  suppura- 

tion, which  is  indicated  by  increased  difficulty  of 
breathing,  chilly  sensations,  etc.  When  the  abscess 
bursts  relief  is  experienced  immediately.  In  this 
case  there  is  elongation  of  the  uvula  and  enlarge- 

ment of  the  tonsils  ;  he  spits  a  great  deal  but  does 
not  cough  much.  In  the  beginning  this  disease  may 
be  arrested  by  an  emetic  or  by  a  stimulating  gargle 
of  capsicum,  but  they  do  evil  if  used  too  late,  and  are 
only  suited  to  the  inceptive  stage.  If  active  fever, 
use  sedatives  as  tartar  emetic,  keep  the  bowels  open 
with  saline  aperients. 
When  fluctuation  can  be  felt  puncture  the  abscess. 

There  are  many  rash  directions  given  in  regard  to 
puncturing  ;  if  you  cut  deeply  and  outward  you  are 
very  apt  to  wouud  some  branch  of  the  carotid,  cut 
toward  the  middle  line  and  do  not  cut  too  deeply  ; 
but  in  most  cases  it  is  better  to  let  the  patient  suffer  a 
little  longer  and  let  it  break.  If  both  tonsils  are  much 
enlarged  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing  you  had 
better  open  the  abscess.  This  disease  is  not  generally 
dangerous;  sometimes  it  proves  fatal  by  hemorrhage, 
at  others  it  enters  the  larynx  and  closes  the  rima 
glottidis  and  produces  suffocation,  but  these  cases  are 
rare.  In  strumous  cases  these  attacks  are  liable  to 
leave  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils,  in  which 
state  we  use  alum  or  nitrate  of  silver,  or  remove  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  organ,  but  this  is  never  done 
without  danger  of  injuring  the  patient's  voice,  be- cause mucous  is  not  secreted,  and  it  is  apt  to  be 
husky  and  disagreeable  for  years,  if  not  for  life. 
This  patient  has  had  inflammation  unusually  high  ; 
we  will  keep  him  on  low  diet,  saline  aperients  and 
order  him  to  breath  the  vapor  of  warm  water. 

Phthisis 

Man,  set  40.  Has  been  sick  for  two  months  ;  in- 
temperate in  his  habits  ;  has  had  a  cough  for  about 

three  months  ;  expectorates  about  half  a  pint  during 
the  night,  but  no  blood  ;  has  night  sweats  ;  bowels 
regular ;  not  much  app  tite  ;  burning  heat  of  hands 
and  feet ;  slight  chills  about  twice  a  day  ;  soreness 
of  the  chest  when  he  coughs.  These  symptoms  may 
depend  upon  bronchitis  or  upon  tubercular  disease 
and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  know  which  is  the 
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cause.  There  is  of,ten  a  change  in  the  appearance  of 

the  chest  ;  here  there  is  rather^more  depression  under the  right  clavicle  but  it  is  a  sign  of  no  great  import- 
ance as  it  does  not  prove  the  existence  of  phthisis 

but  may  have  been  produced  by  chronic  pleurisy. 
Upon  auscultation  we  place  our  chief  reliance,  here 
vre  have  tubal  respiration  on  both  sides,  the  cells  are 
closed  to  a  great  degree  on  the  right ;  when  he  takes 
a  deep  inspiration^  or  coughs  we  hear  mucous ronchns  on  the  right  side  ;  tubercles  are  beginning 
to  soften  on  that""  side,  he  has  also  bronchitis  and solidification  of  the  lung.  The  bronchitis  origin- 

ated from  the  tubercles, "causing  irritation  and  an increased  secretion  of  mucous,  the  air  passing 
"through  which  gives  rise  to  the  ronchus.  Dr. Bennett  says  that  more  than  one  half  mankind  who 
have  lived  to  the  age  of  forty  years  have  had  phthisis 
and  recovered. 

This  is  entirely  too  strong  language  for  belief,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  recoveries  are  fre- 

quent, and  the  patient  may  have  a  second  attack 
and  die.    We  will  put  this  case  upon 

01.  morrhute,  f3ij. 
Three  times  a  day,' and  allow  him  a  little  whisky and  water  at  dinner  time,  which  will  stimulate  the 

vital  powers  a  little,  and  is  frequently  indicated  in 
this  class  of  cases. 

Medical  Societies. 

PHILADELPHIA   COUNTY  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for 
the  reception  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

[Published  hy  order  of  the  Philada.  County  Medical  Society.] 
Wednesday,  October  21,  1863. 

Dr.  CoNDiE,  Chairman  of  the  Delegation  from  this 
Society  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society, 
reported,  on  behalf  of  said  delegation,  that  the  late 
session  of  the  State  Society  was  one  of  uncommon 
interest.  The  attendance  was  highly  encouraging, 
as  well  in  respect  to  numbers  as  in  the  professional 
standing  and  abilities  of  the  several  delegations 
from  tlie  interior.  Delegates,  he  was  happy  to  say, 
were  present  from  parts  of  the  State  which  had  not 
previously  been  represented,  as  well  as  from  others 
in  which  the  professional  organizations  of  former 
years  had,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  become 
extinct.  Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
session  of  1862,  a  systematic  effort  was  commenced, 
throu^rh  a  committee  appointed  by  the  State  Society, 
to  effect,  if  possible,  an  organization  of  the  medical 
profession  in  every  county  throughout  Pennsylvania. 
There  is  a  fair  prospect  that  the  eflorts  of  this  and 
similar  committees  that  shall  annually  be  appointed 
will  be  ultimately  crowned  with  success,  and  that 
medical  organizations  will  spring  up  in  sections  of 
Pennsylvania  where,  heretofore,  by  many,  medical 
organization  has  been  considered  im])ossible.  This 
much,  at  least,  seems  to  be  certain,  that  all,  or  nearly 
all,  the  county  organizations  which  formerly  existed 
in  the  Slate  will  be  speedily  revived  with  every 
enr-ouragement,  and  that  they  will  exhibit  greater 
cnifienfy,  zeal,  and  permanency  than  during  their 
first  existence. 

The  reports  from  County  Societies,  presented  to 
the  State  Society  at  its  last  session,  thouuh  lew  in 
number,  were  i>arti('ularly  interesting  and  instruc- 

tive. Jn  the  more  elaljf;rale  of  these  reijorts,  to  a 
certain  extent,  indecid,  in  all  of  them,  was  pn.'sented 
a  very  fair  exliiljit  of  the  movements  and  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  prevalence  and  char- 
act<;r  of  the  Bi)or;idic  and  enderuic  diseases  of  those 
•ection*  of  country,  the  medical  history  of  which 

they  profess  to  give,  together  with  a  brief  notice  of 
the  state  of  the  weather,  the  topography  of  the 
country,  and  the  number,  character,  occupations  and 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  This  subject  is  one  of 
very  great  importance,  in  consequence  of  the  aid  it 
furnishes  us  in  onr  investigation  of  the  etiology  of 
the  same  diseases,  and  others  closely  allied  to  them, 
occurring  in  other  localities. 

The  brief  continuance  of  the  annual  sessions  of 
our  State  Society  is  to  be  regretted.  There  is  no 
valid  reason  why  the  business  should  be  hurried 
through  with  the  haste  which  has  hitherto  been  the 
case,  allowing  scarcely  sufficient  time  to  hear  read 
even  a  short  abstract  of  the  reports  received  from 
the  County  Societies,  none  for  the  discussion  of  any 
of  the  subjects  or  news  embraced  in  them,  whatever 
may  be  their  importance  by  reason  either  of  their 
novelty  or  from  the  bearing  they  have  upon  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  prevalent  and  wide-spread 
diseases.  It  is  from  delegates  who  might  be  sup- 

posed would  be  the  most  in  favor  of  short  sessions 
of  the  State  Society,  to  enable  them  to  return  to  their 
homes  and  practice,  in  remote  parts  of  the  State, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  that  we  have  heard 
the  strongest  expressions  of  regret  that  the  sessions 
were  not  of  longer  continuance.  We  believe  that,  if 
the  annual  sessions  were  prolonged,  the  additional 
time  thus  gained  could  be  improved  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  delegates  in  attendance,  and  throuo-h 
them  of  the  members  of  the  Societies  they  respect- 

ively represent. There  could  be  no  difficulty  in  rendering  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Society  sufficiently  attractive  to  com- 
mand the  attendance  of  the  majority  of  the  dele- 

,  gates  who  come  on  from  even  remote  counties,  for 
!  a  period  beyond  that  to  which,  of  late  years,  they 
'  have  been  restricted.    At  every  session  questions  of interest  are  suggested  by  someV-ne,  perhaps  by  seve- 

ral of  the  reports  received,  upon  which  a  free  dis- 
cussion Avould  be  well  adapted  to  throw  additional 

light  by  bringing  out  an  amount  of  personal  experi- 
ence which  could,  perhaps,  in  no  other  way  be 

elicited.    Questions,  also,  might  be  propounded  for 
i  discussion  bearing  on  the  etiology,  character,  seat, 
phenomena,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  any  epi- 

demic which  had  recently  prevailed  within  the  limits 
■  of  the  State,  and  from  a  visitation  of  which  neigh- 
:  boring  or  even  remote  localities  would  be  in  danger 
j  — an  epidemic  that  had,  perchance,  never  appeared 
j  before,  or  only  at  some  remote  period,  or  in  s  me 
'  distant  and  sparsely  inhabited  locality,  the  imperfect I  accounts  furnished  of  it  by  those  Avho  had  seen  it 
j  being  altogether  unreliable,  and  in  consequence-  the necessity  occurring  that  the  disease  be  studied  now  by 
I  tlie  physicians  who  have  already  been  or  may  hereafter 
I  be  called  upon  to  treat  it,  either  at  the  bedside  of  the 
j  sick,  or  by  a  careful  collation  of  the  personal  obser- 

vations made  by  others  who  have  had  an  opportu- 
'  nity  of  studying  the  disease,  or  Avhat  is  still  better adapted  to  lead  to  correct  conclusions  by  both  these 
means  combined.    Important  facts  will,  by  this  mode 
of  studying  disease,  be  often  elicited,  the  actual 
value  of  which  may  not  at  the  time  be  suspected, 
but  which,  subsequently,  Avill  be  found  to  constitute 
the  key  to  the  true  character  of  some  unfamiliar 
malady  that  suddenly  presents  itself  after  a  long 

1  interval  had  elapsed  since  its  previous  appearance, 
i  and  claims  the  attention  of  every  physician,  either 
I  by  its  wide-spread  prevalence  or  the  amount  of  mor- 

tality produced  h}-  it. j  The  question  lor  discussion  may  relate  to  the  thera- 
j  peutical  application  and  value  of  some  one  of  the  new 
[  remedies  which  are  constantly  augmenting  the  li-ta 
of  our  materia  medica.  As  it  is  solely  from  an  ex- 

tended and  careful  observation  of  their  effects  when 
given  to  patients  laboring  under  the  diseases  to 
which  those  remedies  are  supposed  to  be  appropri- 

ate, that  a  knowledge  of  their  true  remedial  powers 
and  tlic  particular  circumstances  under  which  these 
powers  are  exhibited,  can  be  acquired,  whatever, 
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therefore,  has  a  tendency  to  elicit  the  experience  of 
the  largest  number  of  physicians  practicing  in  dif- ferent sections  of  the  State  in  the  use  of  remedies 
•with  which  the  profession,  generally,  is  hut  little 
familiar,  is  to  be  encouraged.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  most 
effectual  means  of  augmenting  our  remedial  re- 

sources, and  of  enabling  us  to  direct  our  acquisi- 
tions, in  this  respect,  for  the  greatest  benefit  of  those 

placed  under  our  medical  care.  | 
There  is  scarcely  any  plan  better  adapted  to  elicit  j 

the  experience  of  the  individual  members  of  the  ■ 
profession,  on  all  questions  of  interest  in  any  of  the  j 
branches  of  medicine,  than  that  of  promoting  a  free  ! 
conversation  between  the  delegates  assembled  at  the  j 
annual  sessions  of  the  State  Society.  The  informa-  j 
tion  thus  reciprocally  imparted  is,  in  the  main,  more  | 
positive  and  exact  than  is  often  the  case  with  the  \ 
cautiously  sifted  and,  for  the  most  part,  one-sided  j 
statements  furnished  in  the  communications  we  meet  | 
with  in  our  professional  journals.  { 

This  Society  has,  it  is  very  true,  no  power  which  | 
it  can  directly  exercise  for  lengthening  the  sessions  j 
of  our  State  Medical  Society,  for  directing  the  nature 
of  the  business  to  be  brought  before  them,  or  for  i 
regulating  the  manner  in  which  their  business  shall  j 
be  conducted  ;  but,  there  is  very  little  fear  that  a 
recommendation  in  respect  to  either  of  these  partic- 

ulars, coming  from  the  Medical  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia County,  will  not  be  favorably  received.    The  | 

influence  of  its  very  large  delegation,  if  properly  1 
exerted,  cannot  fail  to  secure  the  inauguration  of  j 
whatever  measures  it  may  decide  to  be  necessary  for 
the  successful  working  of  the  State  Society,  and 
through  it  the  most  effectually  to  benefit  the  medical 
profession  of  our  State,  generally. 

Editorial  Department. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

The  Medical  Treatment  of  Angular  Curvature, 
of  the  Spine.  By  Charles  Fatette  Taylor. — Bailliere  Brothers.  1863. 

This  essay  was  originally  read  before  the  New 
York  Medical  Society,  and  printed  in  the  transactions 
of  that  Society,  but  is  presented  to  the  reader  in 
separate  form.  The  author  states,  without  entering 
into  the  minute  pathology  of  the  disease,  that  like 
morbus  coxarius  this  is  a  disease  affecting  strumous 
constitutions,  often  of  traumatic  origin  but  more 
frequently  developed  spontaneously,  and  like  dis- 

ease of  the  hip-joint  begins  primarily  in  the  car- 
tilage, then  extending  at  a  much  later  period  to  the 

bone.  He  believes  that  the  caries  very  seldom  in- 
deed begins  in  the  osseous  structure,  and  when  it 

does  happen  the  case  generally  proves  fatal,  so  that 
a  disproportionately  number  of  specimens  pass  from 
the  hospital  to  the  demonstrator's  table.  It  remains 
true  that  the  disease  which  constitutes  "  angular 
curvature  of  the  spine"  is  originally  confine'd  to the  intervertebral  carUlage.  When  this  substance  be- 

comes absorbed  after  many  months,  and  the  osseous 
tissue  of  the  opposing  vertebrae  come  in  contact, 
absorption  rapidly  extends  throuofh  them.  As  the 
waste  therefore  proceeds  alone  from  the  surfaces 
abnormally  placed  in  contact,  treatment  must  be 
baaed  upon  securing  a  substitute  for  the  destroyed 
parts,  and  distributing  the  pressure  equally  along 
the  remaining  healthy  portion  of  the  column .  In  the 
great  number  of  instruments  intended  to  effect  this 
object  there  is  but  one  idea  developed,  and  that  is 
counter-extension  from  the  hips  to  the  shoulders. 
Now  at  the  age  when  the  disease  s  most  liable  to 

begin  we  can  find  no  such  base  for  support  since  the 
pelvis  is  not  sufficiently  developed,  and  as  the  arms 
are  very  movable  in  the  upward  direction,  a  force 
acting  under  them  only  raises  the  arms  themselves. 
It  will  be  seen  that  some  new  mode  of  extension 
must  be  secured  and  Dr.  Taylor  proposes  to  effect 
the  object  by  means  of  a  double  lever  with  a  common 
fulcrum  at  the  curvature,  the  extremities  of  the  lever 
being  secured  to  the  shoulders  and  hips.  An  instru- 

ment constructed  upon  this  principle  at  the  same 
time  permitting  many  movements  of  the  spinal  and 
accessory  muscles,  is  strongly  recommended  by  the 
writer.  For  the  reputed  success  attending  its  use 
we  desire  to  see  its  claims  investigated,  with  the 
hope  that  something  more  may  be  done  for  this 
troublesome  affection  which  thus  far  has  resisted  all 
attempts  at  perfect  relief. 

A  Manual  on  Extracting  Teeth.  Founded  on 
the  Anatomy  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  opera- 

tion ;  the  kinds  and  proper  construction  of  the  in- 
struments to  be  used  ;  the  accidents  liable  to  occur 

from  the  operation,  and  the  proper  remedies  to  re- 
trieve such  accidents.  By  Abraham  Robertson, 

D.  D.  S.,  M.  D.,  Author  of  Prize  Essay  on  Extract- 
ing Teeth,  etc.  Pp.  200.  Philadelphia  :  Lindsay 

&  Blakiston.    1863.'  Price  $1.25. 
The  following  extract  from  the  remarks  with  which 

the  author  introduces  his  little  book  explains  the 
object  and  purpose  of  his  labor  : 

What  v/e  now  propose  to  do,  is  to  describe  and 
illustrate  the  instruments  best  adapted  to  the  perfect 
accomplishment  of  the  object  under  consideration — 
the  entire  removal  of  every  tooth  and  root  of  a  tooth 

that  requires  extraction,  w"ith  the  least  exertion,  with the  least  amount  of  force  by  the  operator,  with  the 
least  possible  injury  to  the  surrounding  parts,  and 
consequently  with  the  least  amount  of  present  pain 
and  after  suffering  to  the  patient ;  and  the  most  ap- 

propriate methods  of  applying  and  using  such  instru- 
ments to  effect  such- results. 

But,  before  attempting  to  use  or  to  apply  any  in- 
struments for  the  extraction  of  the  teeth,  preliminary 

knowledge  is  indispensably  requisite  ;  to  wit :  a  dis- 
tinct and  definite  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the 

leeth,  in  at, least  so  far  as  their  external  forms  and 
articulations  are  concerned,  and  of  the  jaws, — their 
articulations  and  appendages.  A  knowledge  too  of 
the  pathology  of  the  teeth  is  no  less  necessary  and 
indispensable  rightly  to  qualify  one  to  perform  the 
duties  of  this  branch  of  surgery. 

A  knowledge  of  anatomy  can  best  be  acquired  in 
the  dissecting  room  ;  and  perfectly  only  there.  The 
author  would  therefore  most  urgently  recommend  to 
every  one  who  intends  devoting  himself  to  the  allevia- 

tion of  the  pains  of  his  fellow  beings,  by  extracting 
their  teeth,  there,  to  seek  this  knowledge  ;  for  with- 
t»ut  it,  sad  mistakes  and  injuries  are  liable  to  be  com- 

mitted with  the  very  best  of  instruments. 
This  knowledge  is  necessary,  not  only  to  enable 

one  to  know  when  and  how  to  operate,  and  to  guard 
against  the  occurrence  of  accidents  and  injuries,  but 
if,— as  is  sometimes  unavoidably  the  case  in  the  hands 
of  the  most  skillful, — an  accident  does  happen,  it  is 
still  more  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make  the  best 
possible  amends.  For  a  knowledge  of  the  anatomy 
of  the  parts  involved,  is  the  foundation  of  all  surgery, 
and  the  only  thing  that  enables  one  knowingly,  and 
therefore  the  most  effectually,  to  repair  such  acci- 

dents." 
The  constant  demand  now  being  made  on  our 

Military  Surgeons,  both  in  field  and  hospital  practice, 
in  the  direction  of  tooth  extracting,  is  exciting  an 
interest  in  the  operation  never  before  given  it,  and  will 
render  Dr.  Robertson's  Treatise  particularly  useful 
and  acceptable.  This  interest  is  worthy  and  well,  for 
if  it  is  the  office  of  the  physician  to  relieve  suffering, 
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to  possess  himself  of  all  knowledge  of  whatever 
kind  and  from  whatever  source  which  will  best  con- 

duce to  the  proposed  end. 
Dr.  Robertson's  work,  is,  so  far  as  we  know,  the 

only  one  published  treating  exclusively  of  Tooth  Ex- 
tracting. It  is  written  with  considerable  cleverness, 

and  has  the  great  merit  of  treating  tersely  its  siibject. 
Its  perusal  will,  without  doubt,  be  the  means  of 
giving  the  practitioner  many  useful  hints,  which  the 
experience  of  the  writer  as  a  Dentist  has  necessarily 
suggested  and  developed.  There  are,  however,  some 
few  features  in  the  practice  of  the  book  which  strike 
us  as  capable  of  being  bettered,  not  the  most  unim- 

portant of  which  are  the  suggestions  in  chapter  5th, 
concerning  the  lancing  of  gums  preparatory  to  extrac- 

tion. This  little  operation  which  the  writer  pro- 
nounces useless,  should,  to  our  way  of  thinking,  never 

be  omitted,  except  indeed  in  that  class  of  cases  where 
disease  has  anticipated,  the  knife  and  the  gum  is 
found  fallen  away  of  itself. 

Any  one  who  has  ever  looked  at  the  periosteal  re- 
lation existing  between  a  tooth  and  its  alveolus, 

will  without  doubt  have  remarked  how  much  heavier 
and  resisting  are  the  fibres  of  this  membrane  just 
where  gum,  tooth  and  socket  associate  than  at  any 
other  portion  of  the  alveolar  cone.  This  firm  sur- 

face periosteum  is  the  "  Ligr.mentum  Dentes  "  of  the once  famous  but  now  almost  forgotten  Caldwell, 
and  the  deep  passing  of  a  firm  and  well  adapted 
lancet  dividing  these  fibres  was  the  secret  of  the  easy- manner  in  which  this  man  extracted  teeth.  A 
properly  shaped  lancet,  can,  with  all  respect  to  our 
author's  experience,  be  made  to  pass  a  sufficient  dis- 

tance between  the  spongy  substance,  of  which  the 
alveolar  process  is  composed,  and  the  tooth  to  do 
this  good  office  and  should  always  be  practiced  by 
the  careful  operator.  Objections  might  also  be 
mrged  against  certain  forceps  recommended.  The 
pair,  for  instance,  figured  on  page  115,  for  the  ex- 

traction of  the  upper  molar  teeth  might  be  well  re- 
placed with  an  instrument,  termed  by  the  dentist  the 

Maynard  forceps."  This  last  forceps  is,  anato- 
mically speaking,  as  perfect  an  instrument  for  the 

purpose,  as  it  seems  to  us  ingenuity  will  ever  devise. 
It  diff'ers  from  ordinary  forceps  in  having  the  outside blade  in  the  form  of  a  curved  cone  the  point  or  apex 
of  this  cone,  thrusts  itself,  when  the  handles  are 
closed,  between  the  two  buccal  roots.  The  inner 
blade  is  of  tiie  common  shape,  and  fiti?  against  the 
flat  palatine  fang.  With  such  an  accurately  adapted 
forceps  it  would  be  a  clumsy  hand  indeed  that  could 
not  extract  teeth  without  fracture  or  trouble. 
A  forceps  figured  on  page  111,  and  termed  the 

"podbit"  forceps  is  an  objectionable  instrument, 
certainly  an  unsurgical  one,  making  a  most  unneces- 

sary operation  of  what  should  be  a  very  simple  affair. 
We  would  suggest  in  its  place  a  forceps  with  the 
scissor  edge.  This  last  neo'^Bsitates  no  dissection  of 
the  gum,  removes  no  bone,  makes  a  plain,  simple, 
incised  wound,  and  may  be  as  safely  used  for  an 
inch  and  quarter  as  for  a  quarter  of  an  inch  cut. 
This  podbit  forccpi^  recommended  by  the  author  for 
removing  roots  of  teeth  would  no  doubt  work  well 
enough  if  it  were  never  ncciessary  to  go  more  than 
from  the  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  free 
margin  of  the  alveolar  border  to  cut  through  and 
grasp  the  fang,  yet  even  this  from  the  necessity  of 
cutting  a  triangular  flap  in  the  gum  would  be  bad 
enough,  but  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  pass  much 
deeper,  as  is  not  unfrequently  the  ease,  the  dog  ears 
made  l>y  the  flaps  and  the  extensive  surface  to  heal 
would  give  the  patient  a  worse  troul)le  than  the  ache 
which  t  he  operation  is  to  cure.  A  cut,  on  the  contrary 
made  with  a  scissor  edge,  is  of  equally  little  conBe- 
quenee  wlif-ther  d'^ep  or  superficial. 

Dr.  iMavnaktj,  referred  to  aI)ove,  also  devised  a 
foreepH  which  bears  his  name,  for  the  removal  of 
lower  molar  teeth.  These  teeth,  as  our  readers  arc 
aware,  bavo  but  two  roots,  the  interspace  looking 

laterally.  The  forcep  alluded  to  consists  of  two 
pointed  blades  so  designated  that  closure  of  the 
handles  will  force  the  points  into  the  interspace  this 
instrument  performs  its  office  so  beautifully,  that  we 
have  seen,  not  unfrequently,  large  teeth  removed 
where  no  other  force  seemed  to  be  employed  than 
that  of  pressing  the  handles  together.  As  this  forcep 
lifts  the  tooth  from  its  socket  rather  than  pulls  it 
out,  it  is  the  instrument  that  should  always  be  used 
where  there  is  much  decay  in  the  crown  of  a  tooth. 
'  These  Matnard  forceps  we  know  all  about,  prac- 

tically as  well  as  theoretically,  and  we  desire  to  be  erat 
phatic  in  recommending  them  to  every  one  of  our 
readers  who  designs  furnishing  himself  with  in- 

struments in  this  direction.  There  are  some  other 
suggestions  that  might  be  made  in  just  criticism  on 
Dr.  Robertson's  practice,  but  a  very  little  experience 
in  the  directions  treated  upon  will  quickly  enough 
discover  the  errors  to  the  surgeon.  We  recommend 
the  book  for  the  very  much  good  it  contains. 

J.  E.  G. 

Health  of  the  Army. 

The  following  extract  comprises  all  that  is  said  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Congress,  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  : 

By  the  report  of  the  acting  Surgeon-General,  the 
department  is  informed  that  the  latest  reports  re- 

ceived give  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  general  hos- 
pitals, with  a  capacity  of  84,472  beds.  The  number 

of  patients  remaining  in  general  hospitals  June  30, 
1863,  was  9-1  per  cent.,  and  in  the  field  4-4  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  mean  strength  of  the  army,  of  whom 
11  per  cent,  were  sick,  and  2-5  per  cent,  wounded. 
The  corps  of  medical  inspectors,  by  the  system  of 
inspections  established,  has  added  materially  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  medical  and  hospital  service,  and  a 
marked  improvement  in  all  matters  of  sanitary  pre- 

caution and  police  is  exhibited.  Companies  of  the 
second  battaljon,  invalid  corps,  have  in  many  in- 

stances been  advantageously  substituted  for  contract 
nurses,  attendants,  and  cooks  in  the  general  hospi- 

tals. Appropriations  are  asked  for  the  payment  of 
washing  in  those  hospitals  and  on  transports,  where 
a  sufficient  number  of  matrons  cannot  be  employed  ; 
for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  pathological 
specimens  in  the  army  medical  museum  ;  and  for  the 
preparation  and  examination  of  drugs,  in  connec- 

tion wi  h  the  purveying  depots.  The  health  of  the 
troops  has  been  good,  and  the  mortality  less  than 
the  preceding  year. 

Common  Sense. 
Abernetht  used  to  like  tery  well  to  talk  with 

Spurzheim,  the  great  phrenologist,  who  resided  for 
some  time  in  England.  One  day,  Abernetht,  half 
sc^riously,  half  humorously,  said  to  Spurzheim: 
"  Well,  doctor,  where  do  you  place  the  organ  of 
common  sense  ?"  Spurzheim's  reply  certainly  sus- 

tained the  coincidence  of  phrenological  deductions 
with  those  of  experience.  "There  is  no  organ," 
said  he,  "  for  common  sense,  but  it  depends  on  the 
equilibrium  of  the  other  organs." 

A  Medical  Bankrupt. 

A  London  physician  has  appeared  before  the  Court 
of  Bankruptcy.  His  debts  were  principally  fgr  bor- 

rowed money,  and  his  two  chief  cr6ditors  are  the 
Princess  Labanoff,  of  Paris,  to  whom  he  owes 
£24,000,  and  the  Princess  Walhonski,  of  the  same 
city,  to  whom  he  owes  £10,000.  It  is  wonderful  how 
a  man  with  his  name  could  have  been  in  such  high 
credit  with  these  rich  dames. 
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NEW  VOLTJME-THE   TIME   TO  SUB- 
SCRIBE. 

With  tlie  first  issue  iii  Jannaiy,  1864,  will  com- 
mence  the  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  Medical  and 

Surgical  Reporter  in  its  weeklj  form. 

It  will  be  an  opportune  time  for  new  subscrip- 

tions to  begin.  We  have  ofi'ered  to  subscribers 
extraordinary  inducements  to  add  new  names  to 

our  list.  For  every  new  subscriber  with  the 

money  ($3),  for  a  year  in  advance,  we  will  either 

■credit  the  subscriber  sending  the  name  One  Dollar 

on  account  of  his  subscription,  or  send  him  one 

dollar's  worth  of  Books  or  Surgical  Instruments. 

See  our  book  advertisement.  A  great  many  sub- 

scribers are  already  taking  advantage  of  this  offer. 

See  "Answers  to  Correspondents." 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  out  a  thousand 

-dollars  worth  of  Boohs  and  Surgical  Instruments 

1>efore  the  first  of  February.  An  extension  of 

•our  subscription  list  will  benefit  all  our  sub- 

fioribers,  and  the  profession  at  large,  by  giving 

us  the  ability  to  further  improve  the  Reporter. 

For  further  particulars,  see  Prospectus  on  the 

■cover  in  every  alternate  number. 

HOW    TO    MAKE    MEDICAL  SOCIETIES 
USEFUL, 

"Iron  sharpeneth  iron;  so  a  man  sharpeneth 

the  countenance  of  his  friend."  Me'dical  societies 
exert  a  beneficial  influence  on  their  members  and 

the  profession  principally  in  two  ways.  First,  by 
bringing  medical  men  together,  and  getting  them 
Acquainted  with  each  other.  And  there  is  no  place 
where  men  can  form  acquaintances  more  easily  or 
more  pleasantly  than  around  the  festive  board. 
We  are  therefore  advocates  of  the  time-honored 
custom  of  having  members  of  our  societies  dine 
together  on  stated  occasions.  In  our  larger  cities 
this  feature  of  a  medical  society  meeting  might 
take  the  form,  so  common  among  our  English 

friends,  of  a  soiree,  or  social  tea-drinking;  and  this 
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kind  of  a  re- union  might  take  place  semi  annually. 
County  societies,  which  should  meet  quarterly,  if 

possible,  should  always  have  a  social  meal  to- 
gether, and  on  these  occasions  the  members 

should  let  their  moderation  be  known^to  all  men. 
The  cup  that  inebriates,  the  great  temptation  to 
excess,  should  be  utterly  discarded.  How  many 

a  pleasant  acquaintance  may  be  formed  on  these 

occasions,  and  how  many  a  misunderstanding  ex- 
plained to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  parties  who 

otherwise  might  have  become  permanently  es- 
tranged. 

But  important  as  is  this  feature  of  medical  or- 
ganization, it  is  of  minor  consequence  compared 

with  the  scientific  advantage  to  the  members  and 
the  community.  To  realize  the  full  benefit  of 
the  scientific  feature  of  medical  societies,  each 
member  should  contribute  his  share  toward  the 

common  stock  of  knowledge.  Each  society  should 
have  a  standing  committee,  and  every  member 

should  report  to  that  committee  whatever  of  in- 
terest has  transpired  under  his  notice.  The  to- 

pograpky  of  his  section  of  the  country,  the  pre- 
vailing diseases,  especially  the  epidemiology,  and 

any  special  cases  illustrating  rare  forms  of  disease 
or  principles  of  practice.  These  reports  should  be 

properly  digested  by  the  committee,  and  presented 
to  the  society  in  the  most  profitable  form,  and 

points  brought  forward  for  discussion.  Finally, 
the  committee  should  combine  the  reports  of  the 

year,  and  report  the  result  in  as  comprehensive  a 

form  as  possible  to  the  State  Society,  in  whose  an- 
nual volume  of  transactions  it  should  be  published. 

In  this  way  each  State  would  have  a  medical  his- 
tory of  the  year,  which  would  be  of  incalculable 

advantage  to  the  profession,  and  have  an  import- 
ant bearing  on  the  treatment  of  disease,  as  the 

result  would  inevitably  be  a  more  intelligent  prac- 
tice of  the  healing  art  on  the  part  of  the  profession 

generally. 
How  many  counties  of  this  State  are  going  to  be 

represented  in  the  State  Medical  Society  next  Junfe  ? 
And  how  many  counties  in  other  States  does  the 

Reporter  go  to  which  are  destitute  of  medical  so- 
cieties? We  trust  that  our  numerous  readers  will 

recognise  the  importance  of  organizing  and  avail- 
ing themselves  of  every  means  to  advance  their 

noble  profession. 

EDITORIAL. 
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[Vol.  X. IRREGULAR    PRACTITIONERS   IN  THE 
GOVERNMENT  SERVICE. 

While  on  the  whole  there  has  been  but  little  to 

complain  of  under  the  circumstances,  regarding 
the  employment  of  irregular  practitioners  by  the 
GoTernment,  instances  have  occurred  and  still 

exist,  where  they  have  occupied  prominent  po- 
sitions in  the  government  service.  Generally  the 

utter  incompetence  of  this  class  of  men  is  so  glaring 

that  if  they  enter  the  service  under  certain  influ- 
ences, they  are  very  soon  dismissed.  Some 

months  ago  it  was  discovered  that  a  homoeopath 
had  been  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  the  largest 
General  Hospitals  in  the  West,  and  it  was  found 

that  he  was  experimenting  with  the  patients  under 
his  charge  by  treating  them  homceopathically.  He 
has  recently  published  an  article  in  a  homoeopathic 
journal,  in  which  he  claims  marvelous  suocess 

with  his  infinitesimals — so  marvelous,  indeed, 
that  for  very  envy  the  powers  that  be  removed 

him  from  his  position  and  dismissed  him  the  ser- 
vice ! 

There  is  now  in  course  of  publication  in  a  co- 
temporary  weekly  medical  journal,  a  report  of 
cases  occurring  in  another  Western  hospital,  which 
is  under  the  charge  of  a  man  who  for  many  years 

has  been  an  "eclectic"  pi^actitioner  in  Cincin- 
nati, professor  in  one  of  the  "eclectic"  colleges 

there,  and  editor  of  a  journal  advocating  the  same 

principles. 

We  are  informed  that  not  long  since  a  "Pro- 
fessor" in  a  hybrid  concern  in  this  city,  where 

medical  lectures  are  given  to  mixed  audiences  of 

men  and  women,  had  a  position  in  one  of  the  Gen- 
eral Hospitals  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  if 

we  mistake  not  he  is  now  in  the  service  of  the 

government  in  the  field. 

The  executive  officer  of  one  of  the  largest  Gov- 
ernment hospitals  in  the  country,  and  which  is 

located  in  this  city,  we  have  been  informed  has 
nevfT  graduated  in  medi<:ine,  and  is  moreover  of 

"eclectic"  proclivities. 
The  examining  surgeon  for  pensions  for  one  of 

the  Eastern  I>istricts  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a  homoeo- 

path. 
It  is  probable  that  there  are  many  other  similar 

caae'B  of  which  we  know  nothing.  We  simply 
>tate  the  abov»;  fact.s  as  is  our  bounden  duty  as  a 

guardian  of  legitimate  medicine,  for  the  purpose 

of  calling  the  attention  of  the -proper  authorities  to 
them. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Abuses  in  tlie  Army  Medical  Department. 
The  American  Medical  Times  says  that  these  con- 

sist as  far  as  appear  in  the  newspapers,  "of  al- 
leged purchases  of  Hospital  Stores  of  particular 

individuals  or  firms,  at  a  higher  rate  than  was  de- 
manded in  the  general  market.  In  this  course  the 

Surgeon-General  deserves  special  commendation. 
He  simply  purchased  pure  drugs,  and  other  ar- 

ticles of  good  quality,  and  paid  accordingly  for 
them.  The  instances  are  not  few  where  Medical 
Purveyors  have  gone  into  the  general  market  and 
purchased  cheap  drugs,  but  of  the  most  impure 
kind.  In  patronizing  houses,  and  paying  well  for 
the  articles  purchased,  the  Surgeon-General  has 
set  an  example  which  other  departments  may  fol- 

low to  advantage," 
Purchasers  of  all  supplies  for  the  army  are  bound 

by  certain  rules,  which  always  involve  the  purity 
of  the  article  purchased,  and  the  contracts  are  or- 

dered to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  We  sin- 
cerely trust  that  the  worst  charge  that  will  be 

proved  against  Surgeon-General  HvMMOxn  will  be 
the  purchase  of  pure  drugs.  That  was  his  bounden 
duty,  but  if  he  paid  thirty-three  per  cent,  more 
for  them  than  he  could  have  purchased  the  same 
article  for  from  other  parties — that  would  account 
for  the  milk  in  the  cocoanut. 

[  Typhoid  Fever, 
j     This  disease  is  very  prevalent  in  all  parts  of  the 
j  country,  and  particularly  in  our  military  camps 
j  and  hospitals.    An  intelligent  subscriber  writes  to 

j  know  if  we  or  any  of  our  readers  have  any  know- 
1  ledge  of  a  remedy  which  will  as  eflfeotually  "break 

j  up  "  true  Typhoid  and  Typhus  fevers  as  quinia 
j  \?ill  the  Remittent   fever.     Our  correspondent 
thinks  that  he  has  lound  such  a  remedy,  with 
which  he  has  broken  up  about  thirty  cases  of  va- 

rious grades  and  in  different  stages.    He  is  pre- 
paring an  article  detailing  his  mode  of  treatment, 

in  which  he  thinks  there  is  something  original. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  remedy  that  will  act  irv 

these  low  grades  of  fever  with  the  same  certainty 
that  quinia  does  in  Intermittent  and  Remittent 
fevers.  Indeed,  the  variety  of  remedies  recom- 
m(^nded  and  used  show  that  the  practice  is  not 
settled.  In  the  South,  very  large  doses  of  quinia 
are  recommendod,  and  the  veratium  viride  has 
been  used  with  varied  results.  I  here  is  a  certain 
condition  in  typhoid  fever  in  which  Dr.  Wood,  of 
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465 this  citj,  has  found  the  oil  of  turpentine  a  very 
efficient  remedy,  viz. :  in  the  latter  stages  of  the 
disease,  when  the  tongue  gives  indications  of 
cleaning  off  in  flakes  from  the  middle  or  back  part 
of  the  surface,  which  is  left  smooth  and  glossy,  as 
if  deprived  of  its  papilla.  But  the  treatment  of 
the  disease  is  generally  a  tentative  one,  rather 
stimulating  than  otherwise.  None  is  recommended 
to  our  knowledge  that  can  be  relied  on  to  cut  the 
disease  short.  Communications  on  the  subject 
are  solicited. 

The  Heporter  to  the  Army. 

The  circulation  of  the  Repoeter  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing in  the  Army.  Many  of  our  subscribers 

in  the  army  who  do  not  wish  to  break  their  files 
are  having  their  copies  still  sent  to  their  former 
places  of  residence,  and  have  not  seen  a  copy  of 
it  for  many  months.  They  are  under  the  impres. 
sion  that  there  is  uncertainty  about  getting  their 
numbers.  This  is  an  error.  They  may,  to  be 
sure,  lose  an  occasional  copy — ^which  can  be  made 
up^to  them  from  the  office — but  they  would  get 
mdst  if  not  all  their  numbers.  Army  subscribers 
should  notify  us  of  their  Department  Head-quar- 

ters, and  have  their  numbers  sent  to, that  point 
with  the  proper  corps  and  regimental  address. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

LETTEHS  EEOM  Dr.  W.  COTE. 

Paris,  Noz'.  26,  1S63. 

Paris  Eospitals— Internes  and  Externes. 
I  said  in  my  last  that  the  Hospital  Physicians  and 

Surgeons  in  Paris  are  assisted  in  their  duties  by 
internes  and  externes.  The  post  of  internes  is  of  an 
analogous  nature  to  that  of  house  physician  or  sur- 

geons in  England  and  America  ;  the  externes  are 
dressers,  etc. ;  both  are  elected  by  conco^irs — that  is 
by  public  competition— the  former  hold  office  for 
two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  the 
same  men  are  usually  re-elected  for  two  years  more. 
They  receive  a  small  salary,  and  are  lodged  within 
the  establishments  to  which  they  are  attached.  There 
are  two  divisions  of  internes,  viz. :  Those  who  have 
completed  their  first  and  second  year,  and  those  who 
have  completed  their  third  year.  Internes  are  ad- 

vanced like  physicians  and  surgeons,  by  being  trans- 
ferred from  inferior  to  superior  hospitals.  The  trial 

for  the  externals  consists  of  questions  and  answers, 
and  a  written  composition ;  the  office  is  held  for 
three  years.  The  number  distributed  through  the 
hospitals  amounts  to  nearly  200.  In  order  to  en- 

courage as  much  as  possible  attendance  on  the 

clinique,  it  has  lately  been  decided  to  consider  two 
years  passed  in  hospitals  as  equivalent  to  attendance 
for  the  same  period  of  time  on  the  courses  delivered 
in  the  Ecole  de  Jfedici-ne.  Every  physician  and  sur- 

geon is  attended,  in  his  rounds,  by  an  eUve  de  phar- 
macie,  who  notes  down  the  remedies  prescribed,  and 
superintends  their  proper  distribution.  Cases  of  dis- 

ease are  minutely  examined  on  admission — their  pro- 
gress is  noted  daily  by  internes,  who  likewise  make  the 

post-mortem  examinations. 
Spontaneous  Generation. 

At  a  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  M. 
Pasteur  replied  to  the  late  communication  of  M.  M. 
PoucHET,  JoLv,  and  Musset,  in  which  those  gentle- 

men, as  your  readers  may  remember,  described  their 

experiments  on  spontaneous  generation  efi'ected  on 
the  Pyrenees.  He  admits  that  they  copied  his  own 
experiments,  executed  on  Mont  Blanc  and  the  Jura, 
with  scrupulous  exactness,  except  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  broke  the  necks  of  the  glass  balloons 
drawn  out  to  a  point ;  they  used  a  file,  and  he  used 
a  pair  of  pliers  previously  heated,  in  order  to  burn 
any  dust  there  might  happen  to  be  on  their  surface. 
In  this  way  the  air  rushing  into  the  balloons  could 
only  carry  its  own  germs  with  it,  if  any.  But  he  re- 

grets that  they  should  have  limited  their  experiments 
to  four  balloons  only  at  each  place  :  he  used  twenty, 
only  five  of  which  gave  organized  productions,  from 
which  he  rightly  concluded  that  on  high  mountains 
certain  limited  quantities  of  air  might  be  found  in- 

capable of  producing  any  infusoria  or  vegetation  in 
a  putrescible  liquid.  Now,  he  contends,  if  he  had 
only  used  four  receivers  he  might  have  just  hit  upon 
the  four  out  of  those  five  which  contained  such  pro- 

ductions, whereby  he  would  have  been  led  astray. 
I  confess,  I  do  not  feel  quite  inclined  to  subscribe  to 
this  conclusion,  since  the  number  of  combinations  of 
twenty  things  taken  4  by  4  is  4,845,  so  that  ZM. 
Pasteup,  supposes  a  case  against  which  the  chances 
are  as  4,845  to  1. 

Palmidactylism. 

Dr.  Berignt  publishes  a  curious  instance  of  heredi- 
tary palmidactylism  in  a  family  in  which  the  great 

great  grandmother  had  the  third  and  fourth  toes  of 
her  right  foot  webbed  together.     She  had  seven 
children,  four  daughters  and  three  sons,  none  of 

I  whom  presented  the  same  anomaly.     One  of  these 
daughters,  however,  gave  birth  to  a  girl  whose  middle 
and  third  fingers  of  the  right  hand  were  webbed  like 

!  her  grandmother's  toes — and  one  of  her  sisters  had 
I  a  boy  and  a  girl  having  exactly  the  same  peculiarity, 
j  One  only  of  the  brothers  had  a  son,  his  eldest  out  of 
;  five,  webbed  like  his  cousins  ;  here,  therefore,  t-he 
I  anomaly,  which  has  failed  to  re-appear  in  the  second 
\  generation  appears  again  in  the  third  ;  in  the  fourth 
generation  the  son,  webbed  as  above  described,  gets 

I  two  twin  daughters,  one  of  whom  has  her  toes 
I  webbed  like  those  of  her  maternal  ancestor,  and  a 

I  boy  whose  right  hand  is  like  his  father's.    Thus  we 
\  see  palmidactylism  descending  to  the  fourth  genera- 
I  tion  always  on  the  right  foot  or  hand,  and  always  on 
I  the  same  toes  or  corresponding  fingers. 



ARMY  AND  NAVY  NEWS. 

[Vol.  X. 466 The  Curability  of  Consumption, 

At  the  Medico-Surgical  CongTcss,  recently  held  at 
Eouen,  Dr.  Desnos  read  a  paper  on  the  curability  of 
consumption,  in  which  he  gave  a  rapid  sketch  of  the 
different  forms  of  the  disease,  attaching  much  im- 

portance to  Dr.  See's  observations  regarding  the 
efficacy  of  the  waters  of  Nauheim  in  the  resolution 
of  lymphatic  ganglions.  He  concluded  with  the  re- 

mark, that  if  acute  or  galloping  phthisis  is  capable 
of  cure,  granulous  phthisis  must  be  considered 
mortal. 

Injecting  ISTitrate  of  Silver  into  the  Respiratory 
Organs. 

At  the  same  meeting,  Dr.  Gourdin  gave  an  ac- 
count of  his  practice  of  injecting  nitrate  of  silver 

into  the  respiratory  organs,  in  cases  of  consumption 
in  which  the  patient  is  exhausted  by  excessive  expec- 

toration. In  one  of  these  cases  an  India-rubber 
probe  was  introduced  into  the  wind-pipe,  to  a  depth 
of  tAvelve  centimetres  [about  four  and  a  half  inches], 
and,  by  the  aid  of  a  glass  syringe,  fifteen  grammes 
of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the  proportion 
of  two  of  nitrate  and  ninety-eight  of  water,  were 
introduced.  Fifteen  grammes  are  equal  to  about 
three  drachms.  About  twelve  grammes  penetrated 
into  the  respiratory  organs  ;  the  consequence  was  a 
violent  fit  of  coughing,  with  a  feeling  of  suffocation  ; 
but  this  fit  only  lasted  two  minutes,  and  half  an 
hour  later  the  patient  only  complained  of  a  slight 
sensation  of  heat  about  the  bifurcation  of  the  bron- 
chiae.  All  those  who  witnessed  the  operation  were 
astonished  at  the  slight  degree  of  inconvenience  it 
had  o.  casioned.  From  that  time  the  expectoration 
diminished  considerably  ;  the  injection  was  repeated 
nine  days  later,  and  a  further  diminution  of  expecto- 

ration Avas  perceived.  Hence,  it  appears  that  the 
introduction  of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  respiratory 
organs  is  attended  with  no  danger,  and  may  be  very 
beneficial. 
Another  member,  Dr.  Bourgeois,  described  the 

good  effects  of  breathing  sulphurous  waters  in  a 
jjulverized  state,  as  it  is  called  ;  that  is,  reduced  by 
mechanical  means  to  a  sort  of  steam,  or  state  of  ex- 

treme division  resembling  it. 
Epidemic  Typhus. 

Dr.  Levasseuu  read  an  account  of  an  epidemic 
typhus  fever,  which  attacked  ten  persons  out  of  a 
family  of  seventeen.  All  of  them  were  cured  by  the 
administration  of  aconite  during  the  first  twelve 
diiys,  and  of  bark  and  broth  during  the  following 
nine  days,  when  the  disorder  was  on  its  decline.  Dr. 
Fauconnet,  Chief  Physician  to  the  Cantonnal  Hos- 

pital of  Geneva,  recommends,  in  the  treatment  of 
typhoid  fever,  phosphoric  acid,  alternating  it  with 
n.agnchia.  The  acid  is  administered  according  to 
the  following  formula  : 

I^.    Acidum  i)hosphoricum 
glac,  Z\. 

A(iua  dcslillat.,  f^vi.  M. 
Big.  A  large  spoonful  every  hour. 

W.  N.  Cote. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Orders. 
The  following  Orders  have  recently  been  issued  by 

the  War  Department : 
Assistant  Surgeon  Joseph  H.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army, 

retired,  now  on  special  duty  with  the  Governor  of 
New  York,  will  at  once  repair  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  accounts.  On  the 
completion  of  this  Order  he  will  resume  his  duties. 

The  telegraphic  Order  of  the  5th  Inst.,  from  the 
Surgeon-General's  Otiice,  (by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,)  directing  the  Medical  Director  at  Philadel- 

phia, Pa.,  to  relieve  Surgeon  Edward  Shippen,  U.  S. 
Vols,  from  duty  at  South  Street  Hospital,  and  order- 

ing him  to  report  to  Assistant  Surgeon  General  Wood, 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  duty  in  the  field,  is  hereby confirmed. 

Ordered  to  Report. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  C.  Keeney,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Inspector,  will  report  in  person  to  the  Com- 
manding General  Department  of  the  Pacific,  for  duty 

as  Medical  Inspector  of  that  Department. 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  M.  Notson,  U.  S.  Army, 

now  on  sick  leave,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  for  orders. 

Assistant  Surgeon  C.  0.  "Wright,  35th  Ohio  Volun- teers, and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  S.  Hosfj^t, 
78th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  recently  released  as 
I)risoners  of  war  from  Richmond,  will  join  their 
regiments.  Permission  to  delay  reporting  for  twenty 
days  is  hereby  granted  them. 

Surgeon  Daniel  Meeker,  U.  S.  Vols.,  recently  re- 
leasecTas  prisoner  of  war  from  Richmond,  will  report 
in  person  to  Assistant  Surgeon  General  "Wood,  at Louisville,  Ky.,  for  assignment  to  duty.  Permission 
to  delay  reporting  for  twenty  days  is  hereby  granted 
him,  (December  8,  1863). 

Surgeon  Charles  E.  Swasey,  U.  S.  Vols.,  now  on 
duty  as  attending  surgeon  to  sick  and  wounded  offi- 

cers at  Frederick,  Md.  will  report  in  person  without 
delay  for  duty,  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  by  letter  to  Assist- 

ant Surgeon  General  R.  C.-  Wood,  U.  S.  Army,  at Louisville,  Ky. 

Surgeon  Frederick  Lloyd,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to  duty  in 
charge  of  Jefferson  Hospital,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  C.  Norton,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to 
duty  connected  vvith  the  transportation  of  sick  and 
wounded  men  from  Kelly's  Ferry,  Tenn.,  to  Bridge- 

port, Alabama. 
Assistant  Surgeon  A.  B.  Chapin,  U.  S.  Vols.,  to 

duty  as  Executive  Officer,  General  Hospital,  Annapo- lis Junction,  Md. 
On  Duty. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  H.  Hood,  U.  S.  Vols.,  is 
on  du  y  in  charge  of  contrabands  in  hospitals  and 
camps  at  jMurfrccsboro,  Tenn. 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Leete,  U.  S.  Vols.,  and 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  II.  M.  Drach,  have  accom- 

panied the  3d  Maryland  Cavalry  to  New  Orleans,  La. 
Surgeon  Henry  S.  Ilewit,  U.  S.  Vols.,  is  on  surgi- 

cal duty  in  the  hospitals  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Assigned  to  Duty. 

Surgeon  S.  B.  Davis,  U.  S.  Vols,,  has  been  relieved 
from  (iciicral  Hospital,  Leavenworth  City,  Kansas, 
and  assigiK'd  to  duty  as  Medical  Director,  S.  W.  Mis- 
soui-i,  at  Si)ringfield,  Mo. 

Snrg'on  Jolin  G.  F.  Ilolston,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been 
assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Inspector  of  hospitals  at 
Mempliis,  Tenn. 
Surgeon  E.  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has  been  as- 

signed to  duty  as  Surgeon-in- Chief,  District  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 
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Leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days  on  Surgeon's  Cer- 
tificate of  Disability,  is  hereby  granted  to  Surgeon 

Enoch  Pearce,  U.  Vols. 
The  leave  of  absence  granted  Surgeon  James  T. 

Reeve,  21st  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  in  Special  Orders 
No.  528,  November  28,  1863,  from  the  War  Dei:tart- 
ment,  is  hereby  extended  ten  days. 

Assistant  Surgeon  W.  H.  Park,  49th  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, is  hereby  granted  an  extension  of  ten  days  to 

the  time  heretofore  allowed  him  by  Special  Orders 
No.  528,  November  28,  1863,  from  the  W^ar  Depart- ment. 

Assistant  Surgeon  F.  H.  Patton,  12th  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, is  hereby  granted  an  extension  of  ten  days 

to  the  time  heretofore  allowed  by  Special  Orders  No. 
528,  November  28,  1863,  from  the  War  Department. 

The  telegraphic  Order  from  the  War  Department, 
dated  December  4th,  1863,  granting  Surgeon  J.''Simp- Bon,  Medical  Director  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  permission 
to  visit  Washington,  is  hereby  confirmed. 

Leave  of  absence  lantil  further  orders  is  hereby 
granted  Surgeon  John  H.  Bayne,  U.  S.  Vols. 

Leave  of  absence  for  ten  days  has  been  granted  to 
Surgeon  W.  O.  Baldwin,  2d  D.  C.  Vols. 

Discharged. 

Medical  Cadet  Joseph  R.  Draper,  U.  S.  Army,  is 
hereby  honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  accept  appointment  as  Assistant  Surgeon 
14th  regiment  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  (col- ored.) 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  following  named  Medical  Officers  are  hereby,  dis- 

charged the  service  for  incompetency  : 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  Wescott,  17th  Maine Volunteers. 
Assistant  Surgeon  W.  H.  Jewett,  3d  Maine  Vols. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  Board  of  Officers 

convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  294,  July  3,  1863, 
from  this  Office,  the  following  officer  is  hereby 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  on  account  of  physical  disability  : 

Surgeon  Jonathan  R.  Shreve,  90th  Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
Hospital  Steward  B.  F.  Bigelow,  U.  S,  Array,  is 

hereby  honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  accept  a  position  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Entitled  to  Bounty. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided,  on  the  recom- 

mendation of  Colonel  E.  D.  Townseud,  approved  by 
Major  General  Halleck,  that  Hospital  Stewards  are 
entitled  to  the  same  bounty  ($402)  as  other  recruits 
for  the  Regular  Army. 

Dismissed. 
By  direction  of  the  President,  the  following  named 

officers  are  hereby  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
States  : 

Surgeon  J.  E.  Quldor,  U.  S.  Vols.,  for  conduct 
■anbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  to  date Nov.  30,  1863. 

So  much  of  General  Orders  No.  38,  Oct.  30,  1863, 
from  Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Pacific,  as 
dismissed  Ass't  Surgeon  Robert  Parker,  4th  Califor- 

nia Vols.,  for  violation  of  the  9th,  45th,  and  83d 
Articles  of  War,  and  conduct  prejudicial  to  good 
order  and  military  discipline,  is  hereby  confirmed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Naval  Medical  Board. 
A  board  to  examine  candidates  for  promotion  and 

admission  into  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Nayy 
is  now  in  session  in  this  city.  It  contists  of  Sur- 

geons James  M.  Geekul,  J.  M.  Foltz,  and  A.  A. Henderson. 

Examining  Surgeons  for  volunteer  Racruits. 
Surgeon  James  Bryan,  U.  S.  Vols.,  is  hereby  re- 

lieved from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
will  repair  to  New  York  City  as  Examining  Surgeon 
for  Volunteer  Recruits  at  that  place. 
Surgeon  James  D.  Strawbridge,  U.  S.  Vols.,  is 

hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  will  at  once  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Ex- 

amining Surgeon  of  Volunteer  Recruits  at  Philadel- 

phia, Penn'a. They  will  at  once  report  by  letter  to  the  Provost- 
Marshal-General  of  the  United  States  for  instruc- tions. 

The  General  Hospitals  in  and  around  Wash- ington. 
Acting  Surgeon-General  Dr.  J.  K.  Barnes  has  re- 

quested^Surgeon  R.  0.  Abbott,  Medical  Director  of the  Department  of  Washington,  to  malie  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  several  general  hospitals  in  and 
around  Washington,  particularly  as  to  the  policy  of 
transferring  Surgeons  at  hospitals  to  daty  in  the 
field,  and  placing  Surgeons  now  on  field  duty  in 
charge  of  the  hospitals  here,  in  order  to  give  each 
Surgeon  a  knowledge  of  both  hospital  and  field  duty. 

It  is  understood  that  Surgeon  Abbott  has  reported 
that  the  surgeons  in  hospital  in  that  city  have,  by 
practical  experience,  become  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  their  duties,  as  shown  by  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  present  hospitals,  everything  being  done  that 
can  be  done  to  minister  to  the  wants  and  eomfox't  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  To  place  surgeons 
in  charge  who  have  limited  experience  in  hospital 
practice,  Dr.  Abbott  believes  would  result  injuri- 

ously. Besides,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  the 
members,  and  thousands  of  citizens  from  other  States, 
will  daily  visit  the  hospitals,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  inmates  and  l)uildings  should  present  the  best 
appearance  possible,  and  this  can  be  done  by  making 
no  change  in  the  present  arrangements.  This  report 
Avill  dou  .tless  be  conclusive  in  the  matter. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

General  Hospitsl. 
The  new  hospital  at  Presidio  de  San  Francisco, 

California,  has  been  announced  as  a  General  Hos- 
pital.   Surgeon  John  O.  Bronsou,  U.  S.  Vols.,  has 

been  placed  in  charge. 

A  New  Hospital  in  iNTevsr  Yoi-k. 
The  late  James  H.  Roosevelt  has  devised  his  entire 

estate,  nearly  half  a  million  dollars,  "  for  the  estab- lishment, in  the  City  of  New  York,  of  a  hospital  for 
the  reception  and  relief  of  sick  and  diseased  persons, 
and  for  its  permanent  endowment." 

 -«^-®-»-<».  . 
ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

JS-^  Corrpspondents  will  please  notice  our  reiterated  re- 
que^it  to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  correspondence  is  very  extensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary fur  us  ahvays  to  knoio  the  Town,  County  and  Statb 
froia  whence  their  letters  are  sent. 

Dr.  I).  G.  W.,  D.  a— Tripi.kii's  II.ind-Book  of  Military 
Surgery,  wa.s  mailed  to  you  on  the  1-Jih  iust. 
Dr.  W.  J.  B.,  Ohio — Barclay's  iMedical  Diagnosis,  was mailed  to  you  ou  the  loth  iust. 
Dr.  J.  F.  J.,  Ohio. — Sakgent's  IMinor  Surgery,  What  to 

Observe  at  the  Bedside,  aud  Wood's  l*ractice  of  iUediciue,  (2 
vols.,)  Avere  mailed  to  you  ou  the  loth  iu>t. 

Dr.  F.  W.  v..  Pa.— Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis,  was mailed  to  you  ou  the  loth  iust. 
Dr.  B.  H.,  Iowa. — Wood's  Practice  of  Medic' ne,  (2  vols.,) 

aud  WiLiiiA.Ms'  i^riuciples  of  Medicine,  were  mailed  to  you  on the  loth  inst. 
Dr.  J.  L.  P.,  Pa. — Your  Visitiug  List  was  mailed  to  you  oa 

the  9th  iust. 
Dr.  I.  H.  B.,  Ohio. — Flagg  on  Etherization,  is  out  of  print a.id  cauuot  be  obtained. 
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[Vol.  X. Dr.  E.  J.  H.,  D.  C— The  price  of  Liebrich's  Ophthalmo- 
scope, is  $0.  ' 

Dr.  E.  S.,  K.  J. — The  dose  of  Bromide  of  Ammnnuim,  is 
three  to  fiv*^  grains.  It  would  be  safe  to  afire  that  dose  in  a 
case  of  Pertus-;i<.  to  a  child  five  years  old.  (See  current  vol- 

ume, pp.  34S.  3l^3.) 
Dr.  G.  W.  J.,  F.  /.—It  is  not  worth  while  to  buy  a  U.  S. 

Dispensatory  until  a  new  edition  is  issued,  which  ought  to  be 
soon. 

Dr.  W.  0.  B.,  Ohio  —The  price  of  the  Plates  to  Wilson's 
Diseases  of  the  Skin,  is  H  -'^0. 

Dr.  A.  B.  D.,  Pa. — The  price  of  binding  the  Reporter  is  75 
cents  per  vol. 

Dr.  J.  H.  O'K.,  ///.—The  Electro-Galvano  and  Magneto Maohiues  of  Dr.  Jerome  Kidder,  54)  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  are 
recommended  to  us  as  being  the  best  made,  and  we  refer  you 
to  him. 

Dr.  M.  D..  in  — Wilson  on  the  Skin  and  Hair,  was  mailed 
to  you  on  the  17th  inst. 

Dr.  H.  ir.  Z).,  X  Y. — Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis  was mailed  to  you  ou  the  17th  iust. 
Dr.  A.  B.,  Jr..  T7i.—  Neil  and  Smith's  Compendium,  and  the Visiting  List,  were  mailed  to  van  ou  the  17th  iust. 
Dr.  J.  C.  P.,  Conn. — Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis,  was mailed  to  you  on  the  17th  iust. 
Dr.  A.  G.  G  ,— .— Triplers  Hand-Book  of  Military  Surgery, 

and  Bumstead  on  Venereal,  which  is  the  last  and  .completest 
work  ou  the  subject,  Avere  mailed  to  you  ou  the  17th  inst. 
Dr.  IV  P.  S.,  Ohio. — Barclay's  Medical  Diagnosis,  and 

Headland's  Action  of  Medicine,  were  mailed  to  you  on  the  17th inst. 
Dr.  C.  C.  H.,  Ohio.— The  U.  S.  Pharmacopajia,  and  the  Vis- 

iting List,  were  mailed  to  you  ou  the  17th  inst. 
Dr.s.  J.  L.  D.,  Pa. ;  L.  B..  X.  Y. ;  J.  H.  (?.,  N.  Y. ;  A.  G.,  Ohio; 

C.  P.  C,  N.  Y.;  A.  R.  T.,  Pa.;  T.  McE..  Ohio;  B  J.  H.,  D.  C— Your  Visiting  Lisis  were  mailed  to  you  on  the  17th  iust. 
Dr.  T.  G.  C,  N.  J".— Both  Flagtr  and  Channing  on  Etheriza- tion, are  out  of  print  and  cannot  be  obtained. 
Dr.  0.  H.,  Ohio  — Beck's  Infant  Therapeutics,  is  out  of  print, and  cannot  be  obtained. 
Dr.  B.  F.  S.,  Pa.,  and  others. — Y''our  Hand-Books  will  un- doubtedly be  sent  in  a  few  days,  as  we  are  wailing  for  the 

publisuer  to  fill  our  order. 

MARRIED. 

Alexander — B.a.ruf,t. — In  St.  Louis,  December  4th.  by"Rev. Moutijomery  Schuyler,  Charles  T.  Alexander,  Surgeon,  U.S.  A., 
and  Mi.•^s  .lulia.  dau,'hter  <.f  the  late  Richard  F.  Barret,  M.D. 

BiLT, — Wai.li-.v  — At  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2.'jth  of November.  1  ythe  Rev.  John  Brandigea,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bill,  U.S  A., 
and  EliuorH  li  ,  dHiii^hter  of  the  late  Edward  Wallen,  Esq., 
aud  niece  of  :Jajor  H.  D.  W.iUen.  U.S.A. 

Car.\ialt— .loir.vs.i.v.  — On  Tuesday,  December  8th,  at  Christ 
Church,  StrMtfoid,  Cunu.,  by  Rev.  George  Dowdiile  Johnson, 
Rector  (if  St.  Paul's  Chuicii,  Owego,  New  York  Dr.  William 
Henry  Carmalt,  of  New  York  City,  and  Laura  Woulsey  Jtdm- 
Bon,  youngest  daughter  of  William  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Strat- 'ford. 

Casper — Fry.— On  the  Sth  inst.,  in  Philadelphia,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Hyalt  Smith,  Thomas  J  Camper,  D.,  of  We-tchester, 
Pa.,  and  Emma  V..  daughter  of  John  Fry,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia. Ges.ver— FiEr.D. — On  Thursday,  December  10th,  at  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  by  Rev.  Morgan  Dix,  Uoctor,  Biower 
Ge-^ner,  M  D.,  Siirgoou  10th  Regiment  New  York  State  Vuluu- 
teers,  and  Frances  A.,  youngest  d  uighter  of  George  Field,  E~q. 

HiT(;ncof;K  — Mir,i,.— .\t  Newton  Corner,  Mass.,  17th  ult., 
Thomas  B.  Hiichcoc'K,  M  D.,  aud  Aliss  Sarah  S.  Hill,  all  of NfWtKD. 

S.M1TH — Wri.sii. — In  thi.s  city,  on  Thursday  evening,  Decem- 
ber lOih,  by  tlip  Rev.  Dr.  Leed.s,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Potter 

participating.  Edwiird  A.  Sinitli,  M.U.,  an(l  Miss  Rebecca  M., 
Daughter  of  Samuel  Wnl.sh,  E-q..  all  of  Philadelphia. 

Wi;.siiKi,fio-:K !• — I'i'PK — At  Dorchester,  Mass.,  ISlh  ult.,  Con- 
rad U'esHclhfirn,  .M  U.,  aud  Miss  Lily  T.,  daughter  of  William Pope,  all  of  DorcheHter. 

DIED. 
BnRRKfX.— November  2.'>fh.  1803,  Mrs.  Caroline,  wifo  of  Dr. David  Hiirrell,  of  New  Derry,  Ph.,  aged  3t  years. 
OiHBH — In  Nfw  y.irk.  <>n  Tuesday,  December  1st,  Ruth, 

wife  of  Dr.  Drhmond  11.  GibbH.aged  «l  yearn. 
MAXWKf.f,.— In  Johtiwtxwu,  Fulton  Co.,  N.  Y..  on  Wednes- 

day, Decf-mbfT  TKh,  S.imuel  3Iaxwell.  M  D.,  aged  80  yoar-*. 
KoBKKTrt.  — In  thin  Ci  y,  on  Tuesday  moruiug,  December 

8th.  Dr  Cliarb-H  H  RobortH. 
TrtiXKR — Id  Bro-tklyn,  on  Tnenday,  December  8th,  Clara 

Bopliia,  youiige-l  dau..'ht»'r  of  Dr.  Josepli  M.  and  bophia  B. 
Turner,  a{{«'d  four  yoarM  aud  uix  muuthit. 
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For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

slate   that  MA.VL'SCKIPT    INTKNDICn    FOR    PL'HMCATION    MUST  BB 
waiTTKN  ON  Bt'T  ONH  siDK  of  the  sheet.  If  greater  care  wag 
taken  in  the  preparation  of  coi)y,  much  trouble  would  be 
saved  to  printers,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Subscribers  desiring  old  back  numbers  (excepting  Nos.  304, 

305,  308,  300,  aud  310,  which  are  still  due,  and  will  be  sontj 
will  please  r(iriicmber  and  send  money  to  pay  for  them,  and 
for  postage,  as  many  of  the  numbers  are  growing  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  postage,  two  cents  a  number. 
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with  books  on  receipt  of  the  price.  The  books  are  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  unless  otherwise 

ordered,  in  which  case  the  transportation  will  be  paid  by  the  subscriber. 

ANATOMY. 

Gray — Anatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  111.,  cloth,  $6  25,  Sheep,  $7  00 
Gluge— Pathological  Histology.  By  Leidy.  4to,  plates,  colored....    5  00 
Haasal — Microscopic  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  colored  plates   8  00 
Leidy — Human  Anatomy.    Illustrated,  8vo.,  sheep   4  50 

I  Maclise — Surgical  Anatomy.  Imptrial  4to,  68  large  col.  pla.,  cloth, $11  00  ;  sheep   12  00 
]  Peaslee — Human  Histology.    8vo.,  cloth   3  75 Quain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain 

plates,  $15  00  ;  colored     30  00 
I  Sharpey  and  Quain— Anatomy.    By  Leidy.    2  vols.,  Svo. ,  cloth..    6  00 
I  Smith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    8vo.,  cloth   3  50 
'  Solly— Anatomy  and  Disease  of  the  Brain.    8vo.,  cloth   2  00 
j  Todd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    8vo.,  cloth   4  ,10 Wilson — Human  Anatomy.    ByGohrecht.    8vo.,  sheep   3  75 

j  ANAESTHETICS. 
Channing  on  Etherization  in  Child-birth.    Svo   2  00 
Flagg  oa  Etherization  and  Chloroform   1  00 

CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxham—Hand-Book  of  Chemistry.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 
Bowman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 

"        Medical         "  "   1  75 
Brande  and  Taylor—     "  Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Fownes —  "  12mo.,  cloth   1  65 
Morfit — Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    500  Illus., 

8vo.,  sheep  ,   4  00 

THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. ' 
Bennett,  (J.  H.) — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.   Svo.,  cloth  
Bowditch — Young  Stethoscopist.  12mo  
Flint  on  Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    Svo.,  cloth  

**    on  the  Heart.    8vo.,  cloth  Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    8vo.,  cloth  
Gross  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cuts,  8vo.,  cloth... 
Hughes — Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth  Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmonalis.  Svo  
Skoda — Auscultation  and  Percu.ssion.    12mo.,  cloth  
Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth  
Stokes  on  tho  Heart  and  Aorta.    Svo.,  sheep  
Swett  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest  
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption.  Svo., cloth  
Walsh e  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo.,  cloth  

"      on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth  

$1  25 1  25 
3  00 2  75 1  25 
2  75 
1  00 
3  50 
1  25 

75 3  00 
3  00 
1  25 
2  2-5 2  25 

CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 
Svo.,  cloth  

3  25 1  25 38 
1  00 

Condie  on  Diseases  of  Children, 
Evanson  and  Maunsel  on  Child 
How  to  Nurse  Sick  Children  
Jacohi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements.    12mo.,  cloth 
Meigs  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  sheep    3  50 
Tanner— Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.    12mo   150 
West — Lectures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 

CLIMATOLOGY. 
Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States.    Svo   $5  00 
J:>hnson  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates  -   3  00 

DENTISTRY. 
Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery.  Svo., 
sheep   $3  00 

Harris — Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery.    Svo   5  00 
Richardson— Mechanical  Dentistry.  /  Illustrated,  Svo   3  50 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated   3  00 

DICTIONARIES. 

Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine. 
Dunglison — Medical  Lexicon.  8v 

12mo., 
).,  sheep 

$1  50 4  00 
DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 

,  cloth  Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    8vo.,  cloth   4  75 
Malgaigae— Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 fimith  on  Fractures   4  50 

DISSECTORS.  * Agnew — Practical  Anatomy   1  0'" Allen — Practical  Anatomist.    IS'.mo.,  cloth   2  i Dublin  Dissector   1 
*Lt;idy  and  Hunt — Dissector.    12mo   1  5C 

EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12mo.,  cloth   $1  5^ 
Jones — Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery.    New  Ed.,  Svo.,  cloth,  3  0  ) 
Lawrence  on  Disea.ses  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  sheep   6  00 
Mackenzie  on  the  Eye.    Svo.,  cloth   5  2-' Toynbee — Aural  Surgery.    8vo.,  cloth   3  or 
Walton— Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Svo.,  sheep   3  OC 
Williams  on  the  Eye   1  5C 

FEMALES,  DISEASES  OF. 
Ash  well  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  0'; Bedford— Diseases  of  Women  and  Children   3  2.i 
Bennett— Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo.,  cloth   2  < 

"       Uterine  Pathology   f/- 
Brown— Surgical  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  clotb   If 
Columbat — Diseases  of  Females.    By  Meigs.    8vo.,  cloth   3  -' 
Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)— On  the  Breast.    Svo.,  cloth   2  .'. Dewees— Diseases  of  Females.    Svo   3  OC 
Hodge— The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3  2.'. Meigs— Childbed  Fever.    Svo.,  cloth   2  5C 

"      Diseases  of  Women,  in  Letters  to  his  Class.    Svo.,  cloth...  3  6C 
"       The  Uterus.    Colored  plates.    Svo.,  cloth   4  5C 

Rigby— Female  Diseases.    12mo.,  cloth   1  OC 
Simpson— The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3  OC^' Smith — Leucorrhoea.    Svo.,  cloth   1  5C Tilt— Menstruation.   12mo   1  OC 
Whitehead— Abortion  and  Sterility.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 
We.st— The  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  cloth   2  5C 

"      Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri.    Svo.,  cloth   IOC 

FEVERS. 
Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  States.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  OC 
Drake— The  Fevers  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.    2  vols.,  Svo   11  OC 
Fordyce — History  and  Treatment  of  Fevers   2  OQ 
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers.    Svo   3  OC 
La  koche— Pneumonia,  &c.    Svo.,  cloth   3  OC 

"         Yellow  Fever.   2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   7  00 
Morris- Scarlet  Fevers.    Svo.,  cloth   1  25 

FORMULARIES,  ETC. 
Beasley— Book  of  Prescriptions.    12mo.,  sheep   150 

'<         Formulary.    12mo..  sheep   1  ̂0 
Ellis— Medical  Formulary.    By  Thomas.    Svo.,  cloth    -_ Griflith— Universal  Formulary.    8vo.,  cloth   3  25, 
Pereira— Physicians'  Pocket  Prescription  Book,  Terms,  Phrases, &c.    Cloth   63 
Reese— American  Medical  Formulary.    Cloth   100 

HYGIENE. 
Alcott— Laws  of  Health   $1  25 

"        Lectures  on  Life  and  Health   1  00 
Beale— The  Laws  of  Health.    12mo.,  cloth   SO 
Hammond— Military  Hygiene.    Svo   fi  00 

"         Physiological  Essays.    Svo   2  OO Pereira — Food  and  Diet   1 
Tilt— Elements  of  Female  Hygiene.   12mo   1  '23 

INIANUALS  FOR  STUDENTS. 
Mendenhall—i\rannal  of  Examinations.    12mo.,  sheep   $2  00 
Neill  and  Sniitli—Coniii.Midiuin  of  Medicine     12mo.,  sheep   3  '2r, Slioda— Manual  (if  Ansonltatiou.    1-Jnio.,  cloth..   1 Tanner— IMauual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth   125 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Therapeutics   $0  7,'i narson—Svii.iiisis  of  Materia  Medica.    Svo.,  cloth   3  C  i 
iMumlisim—N.  w  RiMnedies.    With  Formulae.    Svo.,  cloth   3  7.> 
lIoaiTlau.l" 'rh(>  Aftion  of  Medicine  iu  the  System.    Cloth   2  OO 
Mitclu-11,  (T.  I)  )— Materia  Modica  and  Therapeutics.    Svo   3  T") ron  iia    Mat.M-ia  l\Iedica  and  Therapi^utics.    2  vols   9  oj 
Still6— Therapontics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep   8  u  * 
Wood— ^Materia  Mcdioa  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep....    7  50 ' 
Wood  and  Bache— Dispensatory  of  the  United  States   6  50. 

*  In  press.  (List  to  be  continued.) 
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MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  INSANITY  AND  POISONS. 
Beck — Medic.U  Jiirisprndence.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep  $11  25 
Bucknill  ;iucl  Take  on  lus;iuiiy.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
De  Bobmoiit — Kalluciuaiiouf-.  iucluJiug  Apparitions,  Yisious,  &c. 
Elwell— M.'.lpi-;i'-tice  
Rr.y — Juiisi'i  uiu  lu'e  of 
Taylor— -MedH-ul  Juris; "        Ou  I'j.sous. 

Svo.,  clotli  
Svo.,  cloth  iolh. 

2  00 
5  00 
3  00 
3  50 

Wharton  auJ  Stiile — Medical  Jiirisprudcuce   7  50 
THE  MICROSCOPE. 

Brockleshy — Wonders  of  tlie  Microscope   $1  2.5 
Carpenter — The  Microscope  and  ns  Kevelations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 
Hoi,'_>:  on  the  Microscoj^a.  ^vo    
King — Microscopist's  C''n-i]):iuiou.    Svo.,  cloth   1  50 Quekett — Lectures  on  Histology.    Illustrated,  2  vols   5  75 
Wyihe — Microscopisl's  ^Manual.    Cloth".  ,   1  25 

MONOGRAPHS,  ETC. 
Ashton— The  Rectum  and  Anus.    Svo   $2  00 Harwell  ou  the  Joints.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
BeriKud  and  Kobiu — The  Blood.    12mo   75 
Bud  J— The  Liv.r.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Copland — Palsy  and  Apoplexy.    12mo.,  cloth   SO 
Epitome  of  Braiih-waite's  Retrospect   7  00 Garrat— Medical  Use  of  Electricity   3  50 
Gro^s — American  ^ledical  Biography.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Holland— Medical  Notes  and  Keiiections.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Holmes — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science   1  25 
Quain — The  Rectum.    Plates   2  25 
Eenouard — History  of  Medicine.    By  Comegys.    Svo   3  50 
Eush — Tiie  Human  Voice.    Svo.,  cloth   2  50 
Stj^uley — Diseases  of  the  Bones.    Svo   150 
Todd  — Acute  Diseases.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 
What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
Bedford — Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  cloth   $4  50 
Cazeaux — Midwiiery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- tion.   Illustrated.    Svo.,  sheep   4  50 
Dewees— System  of  Midwif-ry.    Svo.,  cloth   3  20 
M^igs — Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 
Montgomery  on  Preguancy.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Noegerath  and  Jacobi — Contributions  to  ilidwifery.    Svo   3  00 
KamsLotham— Obstetric  Medicine.    Svo.,  slieep   5  00 
iKigby— Midwifery.    Svo  ,  ciotli   2  50 
Simpson — Obstetric  Memoirs  aud  Coulrlbulions.    2  vols.,  sheep, Svo.,  cloth   6  00 
Tylcf  Smith — Lectures  ou  Obstetrics   4  00 

PATHOLOGY. 
Chorael— General  Pathology  
Gross — Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  , 
Heiilc — General  Pathology.  Svo   
Jones  and  Sieveking— Pailiological  .'Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  Paget^ Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep. 
R.ikitaui'ky — Pathological  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth  , 
Virch.jw — O-Uuiar  Pathology,    bvo.,  cloth  
Vogel— Pathological  Anatomy  

$3  00 

4  7.-) 

2  00 
3  75 
3  50 6  50 4  50 3  00 

PHARMACY. 
Beaselej— Draggists'  Receipt  Book.    12mo.,  sheep  M  »hra  id  Redwood — Practical  Pliarmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
•Parri-h — Practical  Pliarmacy.    Svo  ,  cioth  
PLaruiacopoBia  of  the  U.  S.    12mo.,  clotii  

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Andral — Medical  Clinic.    3  voU  
Diiiclay— Medical  Diagnosis.    8vo  ,  cloth  
litcnn-lt — I>*cture-(  on  Clinical  M<  dicit)e  
Copcland— Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.    3  vols.,  cloth  
•*  "  "  '  *'  8l»eep  

Oyclopicdia  of  '  raclic.ll  Medicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  and  Dun- gii-on.    4  TOl«.,  8v(>.,  Hbeep  
•D.a  Coiia  n  Mfdical  DiagnofiK  Hartkburae — .Mpmoranrla  Mcdica.  12mo  
Maxoii — j'raclic*  of  Medicine.  Svo  
Tunnnr— N«w  Manual  of  Practice.    l«mo.,  cloth  
Von  liubfrn  — MicroHcop.cal  Dla.'no«iM.    Svo.,  cloth  
Walton— Pnictic  •  of  PhfKic.    rvo  ,  Klieop  
\*illiMn'« — PrlurlpjpH  <if  ,M«'diclne.    Svo  ,  clolb  
Wi/>a  — Praciico  of  M'.-  I.cin';.    2  voU.,  Svo  *'  lu  prc«a. 

,4^1  75 

'2  75 

3  50 1  00 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

Carpenter — Comparative  Physiology.    Svo.,  cloth   $5  2S 
"          Elements  of  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   3  00 
"          Principles  of  Human  "Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   4  75 

Dalton — Human  Physiology.    Svo  '.   4  .50 Draper —      "              "    5  -^3 Dunalisou— "             "        2  vols.,  Svo.  cloth    7  00 
Kirke— Hand-Book  of  Phy.siology.    12mo.,  cloth   2  00 
Lehman— Chemical  Physiology.    1  vol.,  12mo.,  cloth   2  23 
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•Hospital  Reports, 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  ") November — ,  1863.  j 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 

Reported  by  Br.  J.  Gordon  Maxwll. 
Dislocations. 

A  dislocation  is  the  sudden  and  forcible  removal 
of  one  articular  surface  from  another,  generally 
caused  by  external  violence,  and  attended  with  more 
or  less  laceration  of  the  connecting  ligaments.  The 
accident  being  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  liable, 
when  neglected  or  injudiciously  managed,  to  be  fol- 

lowed by  permanent  deformity,  should  claim  the 
Berious  attention  of  every  practitioner,  since  his 
reputation  will  greatly  depend  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  acquits  himself  when  he  is  required  to  take 
charge  of  such  an  injury. 

Axillary  Didocation  of  seven  weeks''  standing. — M.  H., 70  years  of  age.  The  dislocation  was  the  result  of  a 
fall  on  board  a  steamboat,  and  was  not  reduced 
sooner  on  account  of  the  age  and  timidity  of  the 
patient.  The  diagnostic  signs  of  this  variety  of 
dislocation  were  well  marked ;  the  head  of  the 
humerus  rested  in  the  axilla,  just  beneath  the 
glenoid  cavity ;  there  was  great  prominence  of  the 
acromion  process,  flattening  of  the  shoulder,  and 
the  elbow  projected  considerably  from  the  side  of 
the  body.  One  feature,  however,  was  wanting  :  the 
inability  of  the  patient*  to  place  the  hand  of  the 
affected  shoulder  upon  the  opposite  one.  The  free- 

dom with  which  this  was  done  was  accoimted  for  by 
the  Professor,  by  supposing  that  the  length  of  time 
that  had  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  of  the  acci- 

dent had  been  suflacient  to  allow  lymph  to  be  poured 
out,  which,  becoming  partially  organized,  had  made, 
as  it  were,  a  false  joint.  The  patient  being  rendered 
insensible  by  chloroform,  restoration  was  effected  by 
placing  the  heel  in  the  axilla  and  extending  the 
limb  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  body,  causing  the 
foot  to  act  as  a  fulcrum,  when  the  head  of  the 
humerus  slipped  back  into  its  cavity  with  a  distinct 
snap.  Future  dislocation  was  prevented  by  appro- 

priate bandages,  a  precaution  rendered  very  neces- 
sary in  these  cases  of  long  standing.  Passive  motion 

was  ordered  to  be  instituted  in  due  time,  to  prevent 
anchylosis  and  restore  the  functions  of  the  articula- 

tion; and,  if  swelling  should  arise,  a  solution  of 
acetate  of  lead  and  opium  was  ordered  to  be  applied 
to  the  parts,  and,  after  the  subsidence  of  this,  sorbe- 
faeients  to  promote  the  absorption  of  effused  fluids. 

Dislocation  on  the  Dorsum  of  the  Ilium,  of  tiventy- 
seven  days'  standing. — Dislocations  of  the  ilio-femo- 
ral  joint  are^far  less  frequent  than  those  of  the 

shoulder,  a  circumstance  which  evidently  depends 
more  upon  the  peculiarity  of  sti'ucture  of  these 
articulations  than  upon  any  difference  of  their 
motions.  The  acetabulum  is  of  immense  depth, 
and,  therefore,  furnishes  ready  accommodation  to 
the  head  of  the  femur.  The  glenoid  cavity  of  the 
scapula,  on  the  other  hand,  is  very  shallow,  and 
yields  very  inadequate  support  to  the  head  of  the 
humerus.  A  great  difference  also  exists  in  the 
strength  of  the  ligaments,  those  of  the  shoulder 
being  comparatively  weak,  while  those  of  the  hip 
are  the  most  powerful  of  the  body.  Lastly,  the  hip- 
joint  is  covered  and  protected  by  large  and  powerful 
muscles,  which  are  more  capable  of  resisting  the 
effects  of  dislocating  agents  than  those  of  the shoulder. 

The  present  case  was  that  of  a  lad,  14  years  of 
age,  who  was  brought  to  the  clinic  by  Dr.  Sauls- 
bury,  of  Delaware,  with  a  dislocation  of  the  femur 
on  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium,  of  twenty-seven  days' 
standing,  caused  by  the  boy  falling  between  the  body 
and  the  wheel  of  a  cart.  Reduction  had  been  at- 

tempted at  the  time  of  the  accident,  but  without 
I  success  ;  further  attempts  were  also  made  at  a  some- 

what later  date,  but  with  no  better  result,  and  the 
patient  was  brought  to  the  college  in  the  hope  that 
something  might  yet  be  done  in  order  to  restore  the 
limb.  When  brought  before  the  class,  the  appear- 

ance of  the  luxated  parts  was  as  follows  :  Unusual 
prominence  of  the  great  trochanter,  which  was 
thrown  an  inch  and  a  quarter  nearer  the  spinous  pro- 

cesses ;  great  flattening  of  the  hip,  and  unusual 
width  of  the  nates  ;  the  knee  thrown  in  advance  of 
the  sound  side  ;  the  toe  carried  inward,  and  the 
heel  raised  two  and  a  half  inches  from  the  ground  ; 
the  capsular  and  inter-articular  ligaments  were  torn, 
and  the  bone  was  thrown  upward  and  backward, 
resting  in  the  fossa  of  the  ilium,  on  the  gluteus 
minimus  muscle  ;  the  whole  being  diagnostic  of  this 
variety  of  dislocation. 

The  operation  for  reduction  consisted  in  taking 
hold  of  the  ankle  with  one  hand  and  the  knee  with 
the  other,  then  flexing  the  leg  upon  the  thigh,  and 
this  upon  the  pelvis,  and  at  the  same  time  carrying 
the  knee  over  to  the  sound  side  of  the  body,  then 
bringing  it  back  to  the  affected  side,  and  gradually 
extending  the  limb.  The  reduction  took  place,  as  in 
the  former  case,  with  a  distinct  snap.  Anti-phlo- 

gistic treatment  was  ordered,  and  the  limb  was 
secured  to  the  sound  side  by  a  suitable  bandage. 

Dislocation  of  the  sternal  end  of  th£  Clavicle,  of  seven 

weeks''  standing. — This  variety  of  dislocation  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  The  bone,  from  its  exposed  position 

and  the  strength  and  shortness  of  the  ligaments, 
fractures  in  the  ratio  of  ten  to  one  dislocation. 

The  present  case  is  that  of  R.  "VV.,  27  years  of  age, who  received  a  blow  upon  the  shoulder  which  was 
transmitted  to  the  clavicle,  spending  its  strength  on 
the  sterno-clavicular  articulation.  On  examination, 
a  hard,  circumscribed,  incompressible  tumor  was 
discovered,  resting  upon  the  cartilage  of  the  first 
rib,  and  a  vacuity  at  the  natural  seat  of  the  joint. 
The  Professor  remarked,  that  reduction  of  this  lux- 

ation is  generally  easily  eftected,  but,  unfortunately, 
it  is  retained  wi:h  so  much  difficulty  that  hardly  an 
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instance  recovers  witliont  some  degree  of  deformity, 
despite  the  best  directed  etibrts  of  the  surgeon.  The 
articular  cavity  of  the  sternum  is  so  shallo-n",  and tlie  ligaments  unite  Avith  so  much  difficulty,  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  parts  in  apposition 
Bufficiently  well  or  long  to  obtain  complete  consoli- 

dation. In  addition  to  the  above  considerations,  the 
sternal  end  of  the  clavicle,  in  the  present  case,  was 
firmly  wedged  in  its  new  position  ;  and,  as  it  does 
not  materirilly  afiect  the  movements  of  the  shoulder, 
Professor  Giioss  considered  that  interference  would 
only  cause  trouble  and  be  of  no  permanent  benefit ; 
in  short,  that  it  was  a  matter  simply  of  deformity, 
not  of  inability. 

University  of  Maryland,") Nov.  "jth,  1863.  j 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith. 
^   Reported  by  Br.  J.  W.  P.  Bates. 

Coxalgia. 

Girl,  ret  5  years.  This  might  with  propriety  be 
called  white  swelling  of  the  hip-joint.  The  ends  of 
the  bones  are  tipped  with  cartilage,  and  as  they  have 
no  blood  vessels,  are  nourished  by  imbibition,  and 
consequently  their  nutrition  is  carried  on  with  difli- 
culty,  and  in  strumous  subjects  they  are  liable  to  dis- 

ease. They  become  brittle,  less  elastic,  abraided, 
and  in  some  parts  worn  off  and  the  end  of  the  bone 
left  naked  ;  more  frequently  ulceration  takes  place 
without  suppuration.  When  the  ends  of  the  bones 
are  exposed  suppuration  takes  place,  and  pus  is 
poured  out  into  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  and  finally 
makes  its  way  externally.  This  disease  occurs  in 
patients  of  strumous  habits. 

The  symptoms  are  half  in  walking  ;  pain  aggra- 
vated when  the  limb  is  moved  ;  the  hip  looks  broader 

on  the  diseased  side,  which  is  not  so  much  depen- 
dent upon  swelling  in  the  joint  as  flattening  of  the 

muscles,  the  limb  always  appears  longer  than  the 
healthy  one,  the  toe  is  turned  out  as  in  dislocation 
into  the  thyroid  foramen  ;  the  lengthening  is  due  to 
inclination  of  the  ijelvis,  and  is  done  involuntarily 
and  relieves  pain  somewhat.  In  this  case  the  right 
limb  is  afi'ected  :  the  hip  is  flattened  and  you  notice the  limb  is  apparently  half  an  inch  longer  than  the 
left ;  the  child  resists  any  motion  of  the  leg.  There 
is  here  disease  of  the  vertebrte.  In  the  first  stage  no 
doubt  this  case  was  taken  for  rheumatism,  as  it  very 
often  is.  As  this  case  is  seen  early  it  ought  to  be 
relieved  ;  the  indications  are  to  rest  the  joint  and  try 
to  counteract  the  strumous  diathesis  which  is  the 
cause  of  the  disease. 

;  Tumors. " 
Sebacfeous  tumor.— Boy,  at  13  years.  Has  a  small 

tumor  on  the  outer  canthus  of  the  left  eye  ;  born  with  it 
this  is  an  encysted  tumor  and  is  often  met  with.  The 
duct  of  a  sebaceous  follicle  becomes  obstructed  and 
matter  slowly  accumulates  and  the  follicle  expands. 
There  is  rarely  any  difficulty  of  removal  ;  you  must 
be  careful  to  remove  every  shred  of  the  cyst  or  the 
diseaac  "wHl  return,  or  there  will  be  a  fistulous 
opening.  I  grasp  it  firmly  with  a  pair  of  forceps  and 
split  the  integument  and  discharge  the  contents,  and 
then  i<cel  out  the  cyst  by  means  of  the  forceps. 
Another  mode  practised  by  some  surgeons  is  to  cut 
the  integument  and  remove  the  cyst  without  dis- 

charging its  contents,  but  it  is  not  tlie  best  mode,  for 
you  cut  into  it  before  you  are  aware  of  it,  and  the 
parts  become  confused  and  you  do  not  get  all  the 
sac  out. 

The  contents  of  this  one  are  a  lardaceous  matter 
and  several  of  the  eyelashes  that  have  been  in  it 
since  birth.  We  dress  the  wound  with  adhesive 
plaster  :  sometimes  it  suppurates  and  the  patient 
gets  excessively  alarmed,  but  it  is  an  afi'air  of  no consequence. 

Adipose  tumor — Man,  fet  28  years.  Large  tumor 
over  the  right  scapula  nearly  the  size  of  a  child's  head. We  make  a  free  incision  down  the  middle  of  the  mass 
and  dissect  off  the  integument  and  then  divide  the 
connections  at  its  base  ;  it  is  an  adipose  tumor ;  it 
was  intimately  connected  with  a  tendon  of  the 
erector  spinre,  a  part  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
remove,  and  its  firmness  was  dependent  upon  being 
situated  under  the  trapezius  muscle  which  I  divided  ; 
this  operation  was  very  much  facilitated  by  making 
a  free  incision,  so  as  to  give  plenty  of  room.  The 
too  timid  surgeon  embarrasses  himself  by  making 
his  first  incision  too  small.  W^e  will  introduce  a 
strip  of  linen  to  carry  otf  the  blood,  and  close  the 
wound  by  adhesive  strips;  apply  a  cerate  cloth  and 
support  the  parts  by  means  of  a  thick  compress  and 
a  bandage  passing  around  the  chest. 

Medical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Chew. 
Hssmatemesis. 

Man,  JBt  24  years  ;  native  of  Kussia  ;  glazier  ;  was 
attacked  yesterday  with  vomiting  of  blood  ;  had  no 
premonitory  symptoms,  for  in  the  morning  he  was 
well  as  usual ;  lost  considerable  blood  and  felt  weak, 
was  brought  here  and  has  had  no  vomiting  of  any 
account  since.  The  causes  of  this  disease  are  very 
often  obscure,  as  it  sometimes  comes  on  without 
any  warning.  In  general  it  is  not  a  disease  of  very 
great  danger,  but  there  is  more  prostration  than  in 
other  hemorrhages.  The  circulatory  system  sinks 
sooner  un^er  effusion  of  blood  into  the  stomach  and 
from  gastric  vessels  than  elsewhere  ;  the  blood  may 
come  from  the  fauces  or  from  the  surface  of  the 
stomach.  The  blood  vomited  is  almost  always  dark. 
The  old  writers  ascribed  this  to  splenic  disease,  but 
now  Ave  have  more  correct  ideas  of  its  pathology. 
The  treatment  is  uncertain  ;  some  recommend  tinct. 
ferri  chlor.,  but  I  think  it  is  too  stimulating.  The 
patient  should  be  kept  in  the  recumbent  posture  and 
live  on  light  diet. 

^..    Flumbi  acet.j  gr.  iij. 
Pulv.  opii,  gr.  |.  M. 

"Ft.  chart.  j. 
Sig.    Take  one  powder  every  four  hours. 

Nov.  21. — The  medicine  had  no  effect  on  him,  and 
the  hemorrhage  probably  continued  although  he 
vomited  none  up.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  cause 
of  the  loss  of  blood  in  this  case.    He  died  yesterday. 

Paralysis. 
Man,  ?et  60  years.  This  man  has  been  suflFering 

from  chronic  ulcers  for  some  time;  the  discharge 
■  from  them  was  profuse  but  laterally  it  has  been 
cheeked  sir^ce  which  time  he  has  complained  of 
severe  pain  in  the  head.  The  pain  is  most  severe  on 
the  right  side,  and  he  is  unable  to  use  the  left  arm. 
This  is  the  usual  result,  disease  of  one  side  of  the 
brain  producing  paralysis  of  the  opposite  of  the  body, 
which  is  on  account  of  the  decussation  of  the  fibres 
of  the  nerves  in  the  spinal  marrow.  This  patient 
has  more  power  over  the  left  leg  than  the  right  one, 
which  forms  one  of  a  class  not  very  frequently  met 
with,  called  cross  paralysis.  This  case  is  under 
surgical  treatment  and  I  show  him  to  you  merely  as 
an  object  of  interest. 
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A  ]srEW  V0IjUM""s-the  time  to  sub- scribe. 

Witli  the  first  issue  in  Jannarj,  1864,  will  com- 
mence the  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  Medical  and 

Surgical  Reporter  in  its  weekly  form. 

It  will  be  an  opportune  time  for  new  subscrip- 

tions to  begin.  We  have  ofiFered  to  subscribers 

extraordinary  inducements  to  add  new  names  to 

our  list.  For  every  new  subscriber  with  the 

money  ($3),  for  a  year  in  advance,  we  will  either 

credit  the  subscriber  sending  the  name  One  Dollar 

on  account  of  his  subscription,  or  send  him  one 

dollar's  worth  of  Books  or  Surgical  Instruments. 

See  our  book  advertisement.  A  great  many  sub- 

scribers arfe  already  taking  advantage  of  this  offer. 

See  "Answers  to  Correspondents." 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  out  a  thousand 

dollars  worth  of  Books  and  Surgical  Instruments 

before  the  first  of  February.  An  extension  of 

our  subscription  list  will  benefit  all  our  sub- 

scribers, and  the  profession  at  large,  by  giving 

us  the  ability  to  further  improve  the  Reporter. 

For  further  particulars,  see  Prospectus  ̂ on  the 

cover  in  every  alternate  number. 

CLOSE  OP  VOLUME  TEI^TH. 

This  number  closes  -the  tenth  volume  of  the 

Medical  and  Subgical  Rep.  rter  in  its  weeklj^ 
form.  The  volume  began  in  May  last,  and  con- 

tains thirty-five  numbers.  The  montli  of  April 
was  omitted.  This  was  done  that  the  volumes 

hereafter  might  begin  in  January  and  July  instead 
of  in  October  and  April,  as  heretofore. 

An  examination  of  the  index  accompanying  this 
number  will  show  the  extent  and  variety  of  mat- 

ter that  has  passed  under  review  in  our  pages 

during  the  past  eight  ■  months.  A  great  deal  of 
labor  has  been  expended,  and  a  heavy  expense 
incurred  to  render  the  Reporter  useful  to  the 

profession  and  creditable  as  a  scientific  journal. 

Still,  though  viewing  the  result  with  some  degree 

of  complacency,  the  editor  has  come  very  far  short 
of  fulfilling  his  own  desires  in  these  respects. 
Much  remains  to  be  done,  which,  by  the  favor 
of  Providence  he  intends  to  do  to  make  the  Re- 

porter fulfil  as  perfectly  as  may  be  its  high 
mission. 

The  past  two  years  have  been  the  critical  years 
in  the  history  of  the  Reporter.  There  were  times 
during  those  years  when  it  seemed  as  if  we  would 
have  to  succumb  under  the  burdens  laid  upon  us 
by  the  increased  cost  of  paper,  printing,  and  in 
every  department  of  labor.  We  are  now  paying 
nearly  as  much  again  for  paper  as  it  formerly  cost, 

and  the  oth.er  expenses  of  publicction  have  in- 
creased upon  us  full  thirty-three  per  cent.  Super- 

added to  this,  we  have  been  compelled  to  face  a 
heartless  and  cruel  delinquency  of  a  trusted  agent 
to  a  cash  amount  of  over  a  thousand  dollars. 

By  very  great  exertions,  however,  and  the  per- 
sistent and  most  encouraging  patronage  of  the 

profession,  we  have  been  enabled,  by  reducing  the 
size  of  the  Reporter  temporarily  a  few  pages,  to 
meet  all  these  extra  expenses,  and  to  surmount  all 
our  difficulties. 

The  eleventh  volume  will  begin  next  week 
under  very  favorable  auspices,  and  with  a  fair 
prospect  that  the  weekly  issues  will  be  prompt, 
and  with  a  promise  of  increased  literary  excellence 
and  capability  of  being  useful  to  the  profession. 

We  close  this  statement  by  presenting  the  com- 
pliments of  the  season  to  our  many  thousand 

readers. 

DISIJ>3'EEOTAIfT3. 

The  popular  idea  of  a  disinfectant  is  simply^to 

replace  one  bad  smell  by  another,  not  quite  as  un- 
pleasant. Every  nurse  knows  that  burnt  sugar  or 

cofi"ee  will  mask  the  unpleasant  odors  of  the  sick 
room,  and  the  art  of  the  apothecary  has  given  lis 
pastilles  and  other  compounds  which  are  simply 
intended  to  fulfil  the  indication  named  still  more 

agreeably.  But  the  scientific  man  desires  to  ac- 
complish more  than  this.  He  airil^  to  neutralize 

the  unhealthy  and  deleterious  components  of  the 

gaseous  compounds  that  fill  the  atmosphere  to  the 

partial  exclusion  of  the  invigorating  and  life-giving 
oxygen  and  nitrogen  provided  by  nature.  The 
fumes  of  the  substances  named  above  do  not  ac- 
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useless,  as  they  add  their  volume  to  that  of  the 
gases  whose  odor  thej  are  intended  to  mask,  to 
adulterate  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere.  What 
we  want  is  pure  air,  and  to  neutralize  the  unhealthy 

gases  that  give  out  the  bad  smell.  Hitherto  chlor- 
ide of  lime  has  come  the  nearest  of  any  substance 

in  ordinary  use  to  accomplishing  this.  But  a  new 
compound  is  offered  to  the  public,  which  from  its 
history  and  composition  is  likely  to  meet  the  very 
great  want  of  a  true  disinfectant  in  the  sick  room 
and  almost  every  department  of  a  well  ordered 
household.  We  refer  to  a  substance  called  the 

RiDGEwooD  D*sixFECTiNG  PowDEK,  which  takes  its 
name  from  the  "  Ridge  wood  Chemical  Works,"  at 
Haarlem,  New  York. 

From  a  report  made  to  the  New  York  Academy 

of  Medicine,  on  this  new  deodorizer  and  disinfect- 
ant, by  Dr.  Jony  H.  Griscom,  on  behalf  of  the 

•'Section  on  Public  Health  and  Legal  Medicine," 
to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  we  make 

the  following  extracts,  which  show"  it  to  be  a  highly 
valuable  addition  to  our  means  of  arresting  of- 

fensive decomposition  and  preserving  a  pure  at- 
mosphere. 

"The  article  called  the  ̂ Rid gewood  Disinfecting 
Powder,''  presented  by  a  sample  to  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  in  July  last,  has  been  submitted  to 
several  experimental  tests,  which,  together  with 

.  evidences  of  its  value  obtained  from  other  sources, 
especially  some  of  the  U.  S.  military  hospitals, 
will  satisfy  the  Academy  not  only  that  it  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  class  of  substances  de- 

nominated disinfectant  and  deodorizers,  but  that 
it  also  possesses  decided  antiseptic  powers. 

The  comjiosition  of  the  powder,  as  given  by  Mr. 
Napier,  the  Chemist  and  President  of  the  Com- 
j)any  manufacturing  it,  is  as  follows  : 
Carbolic  acid,         .       .       .     5  to   8  per  cent. 
Sesquichloride  of  iron,    .       .  2  " 
Lime,  from  magnesian  limestone,  5  " 
Silicate  of  alumina  (in  the  form 

of  Fuller's  earth  ),       .       .    75  to  80 
Prepared  chorcoal,  or  ground  pu- 

mice stone,  .       .       .    10  to] 2  " 
Sulphate  of  potash  or  soda      .       .       a  trace. 

It  will  ]<e  observed  that  here  is  a  mixture  of  six 
different  substances,  liaving  no  reaction  upon  each 
other,  but  possessing  each  some  power  oj  reaction 
upon  some  one  or  more  of  the  products  of  putre- 

factive decomposition. 
The  first  named  ingredient,  carbolic  acid,  may 

the  deodorizing  and  antiseptic  properties  of  that 
substance,  even,  it  is  said,  in  a  greaj;er  degree. 
It  belongs  to  the  class  of  chemicals  known  as  hy- 

drocarbons, a  class  varying  in  the  proportion  of 
their  elemental  constituents,  and  having  affinities 
varying  with  these  proportions. 

The  second  component  of  the  Ridgewood  powder, 
sesquichloride  of  iron,  acts  particularly  as  a  de- 

odorizer upon  excremeutitious  matters,  and  others 
whose  decomposition  yields  ammonia  and  its  com- 

pounds, which  are  among  the  most  abundant  and 
offensive  products  in  many  instances.  Like  other 
compounds  of  chlorine,  it  breaks  up  ammoniacal 

gas  ;  but  unlike  chloride  of  lime,  it  evolves  no ' odor  of  its  own.  In  this  powder  it  is  used  also  for 
the  purpose  of  neutralizing  the  effect  of  the  quick- 

lime employed  in  taking  up  the  carbolic  acid. 
This  lime  would  otherwise  promote  ammoniacal 
exhalations. 

When  the  powder  is  desired  for  strictly  me- 
dicinal purposes,  the  lime  and  the  salt  of  iron 

should  be  omitted  from  its  composition. 

The  Potter's  Clay  or  Fuller's  Earth,  which  forms 
the  'body'  of  the  powder,  is  also  a  good  deodor- 

izer. It  has  the  property  in  nature  of  retaining 
ammonia  in  the  soil,  to  be  given  to  the  plant,  as 
may  be  required.  Its  absorbent  properties  causei 
it  to  retain  both  moisture  and  gases,  to  which  its 
deodorizing  powers  are  no  doubt  due. 

The  small  quantity  of  charcoal  is  added  fis  an 
aider  in  the  absorbent  process. 

The  modicum  of  lime  is  present  for  the  purpose 
of  drying  the  carbolic  acid,  allowing  the  latter  to 
assume  a  pulverulent  form,  without  impairing  its 
chemical  properties.  The  sulphate  of  soda  and 
potash  are  merely  adventitious  ingredients.  If 
they  have  an  acid  reaction,  they  are  useful  in  case 
of  the  generation  of  large  quantities  of  ammonia, 
but  not  particularly  otherwise,  and  they  are  not 
depended  upon  to  much  extent. 

To  test  the  value  of  the  Ridgewood  Powder,  the 
followiug  experiments  were  performed  : 

First — An  earthen  jar  containing  about  a  gallon 
of  water,  in  which  a  number  of  bones,  taken  from 
the  body  of  a  monkey,  had  been  left  to  macerate 
for  a  few  weeks,  about  the  time  when  this  powder 
was  presented  to  the  Academy,  gave  forth  an  in- 

tolerably offensive  odor.  A  good  handful  of  the 
powder  was  tlirown  into  the  jar,  and  in  less  than 
five  minutes  the  offensive  odor  had  entirely  dis- 

appeared. Tlie  jar  was  tli^en  left  standing  for 
nearly  three  months  Chaving  been  forgotten,  as  it 
gave  no  offence^  during  the  excessive  heat  of  the 
summer,  when,  for  the  purpose  of  this  report,  it 
was  examined,  (tn  being  emptied  of  its  contents, 
the  bones  were  found  in  perfect  preservation,  en- 



I863.J EDITORFAL. 
473 

tirelj  denuded  of  all  fleshy  matter,  and  together 
with  the~water  in  which  they  continued  to  be  im- 

mersed, were  entirely  free^rom  odor. 
Second— A  quantity  of  blood  from  a  slaughter- 

house was  left  exposed  io  the  heat  of  an  August 
air  for  several  days,  until  it  had  become  putres- 

cent and  exceedingly  offensive.  The  admixture  of 
a  small  proportionate  quantity  of  the  Ridgewood 
Powder,  in  a  few  minutes,  arrested  the  odor  of  the 
blood  so  that  it  gave  no  offence  upon  a  close  ex- 
amination. 

Third — On  the  31st  of  July  the  carcases  of  two 
dogs,  of  about  the  same  weight,  and  both  having 
died  the  same  day,  were  used  to  test  both  the  de- 

odorizing and  antiseptic  properties  of  the  powder. 
The  first  was  laid  upon  the  ground,  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  air.  The  other  was  placed  in  a  box 
open  to  the  air,  in  the  same  situation,  except  that 
it  was  rather  less  protected  by  the  shade  of  a  house, 
and  enveloped  in  a  layer  of  the  powder,  which 
completely  covered  it  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three 
inches.  On  the  fifth  day,  the  thermometer  all  the 

intervening  time  ranging  above  100"'',  the  bodies 
were  examined.  The  first  presented  a  small  heap 
of  skin,  bones  and  grease,  and  gave  off  an  intoler- 

ably fetid  odor.  What  was  left  of  the  carcase  ap- 
peared spread  out  over  a  large  surface,  as  if  the 

hide  had  burst  from  expansion  with  the  gases 
generated  by  internal  decomposition.  The  dis- 

gusting odor  rendering  the  vicinity  unendurable, 
and  preventing  further  investigation,  two  or  three 
pounds  of  the  powder  were  thrown  upon  the  of- 

fensive mass,  and  it  is  not  too  strong  an  expres- 
sion to  say  that  the  subsidence  of  the  eflluvium 

was  immediate  and  total. 
The  body  of  the  second  dog  being  then  lifted 

from  its  bed  of  powder,  was  found  to  be  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  preservation — it  gave  no  percept- 

ible odor,  and  the  only  change  apparent  was  some 
enlargement  of  the  trunk,  doubtless  from  the 
evolution  of  intestinal  gases,  the  sourees  of  which 
were,  of  course,  beyond  the  influence  of  the  pow- 

der. The  carcase  was  replaced  in  its  po\\  dery  bed, 
and  about  a  fortnight  afterward  was  re-examined, 
and  found  to  be  slightly  decomposed,  as  was 
evinced  by  the  partial  denudation  of  the  skin,  of 
its  hair,  and  a  slight  putrescent  odor— the  exces- 

sive heat  of  the  weather  having  continued  all  the 
intermediate  time,  and  nothing  having  been  done 
to  prevent  the  internal  evolution  of  gases. 

fourth — To  test  the  effect  of  the  powder,  when 
applied  to  the  internal  as  well  as  external  surface 
of  the  body,  the  carcase  of  a  small  animal  was 
eviscerated,  and  the  cavity  filled  with  it,  the  body 
at  the  same  time  being  enveloped  in  it.  After 

about  a  month's  exposure  to  the  torrid  air  it  was 
found  to  be  simply  a  dessicated  body,  its  weight 
considerably  diminished  from  the  evaporation  of 

its  fluids,  but  otherwise  a  nearly  odorless  mass  of 
animal  tissues. 

Fifth — A  report  on  the  Ridgewood  Powder,  made 
to  Dr.  Abbott,  Medical  Director  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  W.  H.  Butler,  M.  D.,  Acting  As- 

sistant Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Armory 
Square  Hospital — gives  evidence  of  its  value  as 
a  disinfectant  when  applied  to  the  human  body. 
In  his  report,  Dr.  Butler  states — 'the  balance  of 
the  box  was  sent  to  the  dead  house  and  used  up.  The 
Sujeruitendent  reports  that  on  sprinMimj  a  moderate 
quantity  on  badly  decompo^d  bodies,  the  offensive 
effluvia  disappeared,  and  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  it  is  the  best  disinfecting  agent  we  have  used.'' 

Sixth — Dr.  Thos.  Antisell,  Surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  Harewood  Hospital,  in  a  report  to  Medical 
Director  Abbott,  also  states  in  reference  to  its  use 
in  water  closets,  'A  marked  diminution  of  offen- 

sive odor,' — diminished  ammoniacal  odor  from 
stale  urine,' — and  'sprinkled  on  the  floor  of  the 
post-mortem  room,  it  kept  down  the  odor  to  some 
extent,  not  wholly."  We  feel  justified  in  ob- 

serving that  had  it,  in  the  latter  instance,  been 
applied  to  other  parts  of  the  room  and  furniture 
besides  the  floor,  the  odor  would  probably  have 
been  wholly  subdued. 

The  following  notes,  received  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  report,  give  further  evidence  — 

U.xTTED  States  ARjri  Hospital,  "I South  street,  Philacl.,  Sept.  8,  1S63.  j 
Having  made  use  of  "Eidgewood  Disiufectiug  Powder  "  in 

the  U.  S.  A.  General  Hospital,  at  Sixth  and  Master  streets,  and 
subsequently  at  this  Hospital,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
it  to  the  Department  as  an  excellent  article. Paul  B.  Gcddard, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 
LovELL  General  Hospital.  U.  S.  A., 
Portsmouth  Grove,  il.  I.,  Aug.  4,  lSt!3. 

*  *  *  X-  I  have  tested  the  "disinfecting  powder."'  I 
have  used  it  in  close  stools,  latrines,  and  in  the  dead  house, 
and  find  it  a  valuable  agent  lor  the  purposes  to  which  it  has 
been  applied. 

^  "Wm.  F.  Coknick,  Asst.  Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  A., I/i  Charge  pro  tern.  ■ 

Sevenf't — During  the  recent  occupation  of  some 
of  the  public  parks  of  this  city  by  U.  S.  troops,  the 
opportunity  was  embraced  of  testing  the  efficacy  of 
the  Ridgewood  Powder,  in  controlling  the.oflen- 
siveness  of  the  latrines  and  urinals  of  the  camps, 
the  consent  of  the  commanding  general,  Canby, 
being  unhesitatingly  given,  in  an  order  for  that 
purpose.  But  an  unexpected  obstacle  to  a  satis- 

factory expeiiment  with  it  was  found  in  the  pre- 
vious abundant  application  of  the  chloride  of  lime. 

Observations  but  served,  however,  to  show  the 
correctness  of  the  principle  alluded  to  in  a  previous 
page  of  this  report,  that  it  is  useless  to  attempt  the 
deodorization  of  one  vola'ilized  body  by  another,  and 
especially  in  the  open  air.  It  was  but  too  evident 
that  the  odor  of  the  chlorine  only  served  to  increase 
the  offensiveuess  of  the  sinks,  by  adding  its  pun- 
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out in  any  degree  diminishing  the  hatter.  The  two 

together  produced  a  compound  elfect  upon  the  ol- 
factories peculiarly  disgusting.  A  persevering  use 

of  the  Ridgewood  Powder  did,  however,  in  a  few 
davs  effect  a  sensible  diminution  in  the  unpleasant- 

ness of  the  localities  alluded  to,  as  was  testified  to 
by  the  medical  and  other  officers  ;  but  the  gradual 
yet  persistent  evolution  of  the  chlorine  continued 
until  even  some  days  after  the  camps  were  broken 
up,  preventing  so  accurate  a  criticism  as  was  de- 
sirable. 

The  principal  requirements,  therefore,  in  any 
substance  to  be  effective  as  a  disinfectant,  are: 

1st.  That  it  shall  remove  or  obviate  offensive  ef- 
fluvia. 

2d.  That  it  shall  prevent  putrefactive  ferment- 
ation, so  that  the  offensive  odor  being  once  re- 
moved shall  not  recur  from  the  same  substance. 

3d.  That  it  shall  combine  with  and  preserve,  in 
faecal  and  other  matters,  the  elements  which  form 
the  food  of  plants. 

4'h.  That  it  shall  be  of  moderate  cost  and  easily 
procurable. 

5th.  That  it  shall  add  nothing  to  the  manure  in- 
jurious or  preventive  of  its  action. 

Of  these  several  indications,  our  own  experi- 
ments have  proved  some  to  be  well  answered  by 

the  Ridgewood  Powder,  and  there  is  sound  theo- 
retical reason  to  believe  the  others  to  be  equally 

so. 
Our  investigations  on  this  important  subject 

naturally  lead  to  considerations  connected  with 
the  practical  applications  of  disinfectants  as  the 
means  of  purification,  and  the  prevention  of  dis- 

eases in  all  civic  and  military  localities.  We  for- 
bear, however,  to  extend  this  report  any  further 

tlian  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  great  sanitary 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  the  Ridge- 

wood, or  other  similar  deodorizers,  in  the  s|ables, 
lAtrines  and  cesspools  of  cities,  and  during  the  re. 
moval  of  their  contents,  a5  vrell  as  in  military 
hospitals,  camps,  barracks,  &c.,  is  at  once,  ap- 

parent. But  especially  would  it  prove  valuable  in 
preventing  the  decomposition  of  dead  bodies  of 
men  and  animals  on  the  field  after  a  battle,  or  in 
cities  which  have  been  subject  to  long  sieges  and 
protracted  military  occupation,  where  vast  accu- 

mulations of  debris  taint  the  air,  and  are  the  al- 
most inevitable  cause  of  endemic  maladies  of 

8«.'riou3  character." 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

Curiosities  of  the  British  Census. 
AmoDg  the  curiosities  of  the  Britisli  census  of  I 

1801,  we  find  the  following:  Thirteen  ladies  were  I 
*' doctors,"  2  were  bone-setters,  17  dentists,  and  1  i 
astronomer.  In  the  work -liousc  were  15  surgeons; 
In  prison  for  debt,  2  pliysicians  and  13  surgeons  ;  in  ' 
the  insane  asylums,  5  physicians  and  01  surgeons,  i 

LETTEKS  FSOM  Dr.  "W.  COTE. Paris,  Dec.  3,  1S63. 

Management  of  Civil  and  Military  Hospitals. 
Few  subjects  have  attracted  more  attention  of  late 

years,  and  particularly  since  the  memorable  period 
of  the  Crimean  war,  than  the  organization  of  the 
various  services  connected  with  military  hospitals. 
Not  a  week  passes  without  letters  on  the  matter  ap- 

pearing in  the  London  press,  many  of  them  evidently 
the  result  of  long  experience  and  deep  thought.  In 
fact,  the  feelings  of  the  British  nation  were  so 
aroused  by  the  sufferings  of  the  fine  army  which  the 
country  sent  out  to  the  East  against  Russia,  that 
even  at  the  present  day  every  suggestion  calculated 
to  amend  the  evils  then  brought  to  light,  is  received 
with  gratitude.  A  valuable  pamphlet  on  the  points 
in  question  has  just  appeared  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Shrimpton,  of  this  city,  formerly  Surgeon-Mcijor  in 
the  French  army,  and  for  several  years  Surgeon-in- 
Chief  of  Field  Hospitals,  and  of  the  Military  Hospi- 

tal of  Setif,  in  Algeria.  This  work,  which  bears  the 
title  of  "  The  British  Army  and  Miss  Nightixgale," 
gives  a  most  interesting  account  of  the  various  inci- 

dents of  the  Crimean  campaign  which  relate  to  the 
medical  department  of  the  British  army — points  out 
the  defects  of  the  system— shows  the  frightful  state  of 
the  army  hospitals— explains  the  causes  of  the  mor- 

tality which  took  place  there — and  sketches,  in  lively 
colors,  the  wonderful  improvement  which  ensued 
after  Miss  Nightingale  had  so  heroically  consented 
to  devote  her  energies  and  vast  practical  experience 
to  an  entire  re-organization  of  the  English  hospital 
service  in  the  East.  A  very  striking  biography  of 
that  lady  is  given,  showing  how  she  arrived  at  that 
special  knowledge  which  rendered  her  so  great  an 
authority  in  all  matters  relating  to  hospitals.  All  the 
details  of  her  management  in  Turkey  are  narrated 
at  length,  and  Dr.  Shrimpton  adds  greatly  to  the 
value  of  the  account  by  his  own  comments  on  the 
course  pursued,  and  b)'  a  comparison  between  the 
different  methods  adopted  in  the  French  and  English 
hospitals.  A  great  amount  of  miscellaneous  medi- 

cal information  is  found  scattered  throughout  the 
work,  and  an  important  discussion  on  the  state  of 
the  Paris  hospitals — which  find  but  little  favor  in  the 
author's  eyes — will  be  read  with  interest.  Wlien  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  the  writer  has  had  eighteen  years' 
experience  as  a  French  army  surgeon,  his  remarks 
must  be  looked,on  as  invested  with  a  serious  autho- 

rity, in  a  medical  point  of  view ;  but,  even  to  the 
general  reader,  the  Avork,  from  the  graphic  style  in 
which  it  is  written,  will  appear  deeply  interesting. 
I  hope  it  will  find  its  way  to  America,  and  prove  of 
some  use  in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession  in  the  United  States  to  the  manner  in 
wliich  the  wounded  should  be  attended  to. 
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475 Gen.  Garibaldi. 

Dr.  Albani,  who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Gari- 
baldi owing  to  urgent  family  affairs,  has  just  re- 
turned to  Caprera,  and  has  since  addressed  the  fol- 

lowing to  the  Moviraento  of  Genoa  : — "  The  General 
has  begun  to  walk  about  without  a  stick,  and,  if  his 
foot  has  not  recovered  all  its  freedom  of  movement, 
he  can  use  it  without  pain.  On  my  arrival,  he  came 
to  meet  me  without  any  artificial  support.  I  have 
since  examined  the  cicatrice  and  the  articulation, 
and  have  ascertained  that  great  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  last  two  months.  I  can  now  ven- 

ture to  declare,  without  any  fear  of  mistake,  that  by 
next  spring  Garibaldi  Avill  be  quite  sound  and  well 

again." Mazzini. 

Mazzini,  the  Italian  patriot,  is  said  to  be  suffering 
from  a  severe  nervous  complaint,  which  prevents 
him  from  leaving  his  room,  or  even  his  bed.  It  ap- 

pears that  he  has  had  recourse  to  homoeopathy,  but 
as  his  disease  is  essentially  nervous,  and  as  he  never 
will  take  a  moment's  rest,  being  constantly  engaged 
in  writing  or  dictating  his  memoirs,  as  well  as  in 
twenty  other  different  occupations,  it  is  evident  that 
neither  homceopathists  nor  regular  physicians  can 
have  much  hope  of  affording  him  any  permanent 
relief. 

The  Baths. 
The  Baden  season  has  now  closed.  The  total 

number  of  foreigners  who  visited  the  baths  during 
the  season  amounted  to  46,806,  being  79-1  less  than 
in  1862. 

Treatinent  of  the  Sting  of  Bees. 
The  organ  with  which  bees  inflict  their  sting  con- 

sists of  two  barbed  or  rather  serrated  darts  issuing 
from  a  sheath  and  placed  back  to  back,  so  as  to  leave 
a  groove  between  them.  The  sheath  is  encased  in 
nine  cartilaginous  scales*  provided  with  muscles, 
eight  of  which  perform  the  duty  of  pushing  the 
weapon  out,  while  the  ninth  draws  it  back.  To  in- 

crease the  pain  caused  by  the  mechanical  action  of 
the  dart,  a  poison  is  secreted  from  two  bladders 
situated  on  -both  sides  of  the  intestines— and  it  is 
this  poison  which  causes  the  formation  of  a  small 
pimple  of  an  erysipelatous  redness.  This  generally 
disappears  in  a  few  instants,  but,  sometimes,  when 
several  stings  have  been  inflicted  at  a  time,  or  when 
even  a  single  one  has  injured  a  nervous  filament,  the 
inflammation  is  rather  severe.  In  such  cases,  Dr. 
LA.TOUR  proposes  the  following  treatment: — 1.  To 
pull  out  the  sting, ''which  generally  remains  in  the 
wound.  2.  To  foment  the  place  with  iced  water,  or 
else  extract  of  saturn,  or  ammonia.  3.  To  apply  an 
impenetrable  coating  of  collodion,  rendered  elastic 
by  the  addition  of  one-tenth  part  of  castor  oil, 
whereby  the  production  of  heat  in  the  living  tissue 
is  prevented  and  inflammation  a(-oided. 

Electricity  of  Blood. 
M.  ScouTETTEN  communicatcs  §ome  researches  of 

his  on  the  electricity  of  blood.    The  venous  blood  of 
a  horse  was  used  as  the  outer  liquid  of  Daniell's 

elements,  and  the  arterial  blood  as  the  liquid  in  the 
porous  vessel,  but  the  zinc  electrodes  were  contained 
in  two  other  small  porous  vessels  filled  with  a  solu- 

tion of  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  dipping  in  the  two 
kinds  of  blood  each.  The  effect  of  this  arrange- 

ment was  to  that  of  Daniell's  usual  element,  in  the 
ratio  of  1.82  to  58. 

Analysis  of  the  Banana. 

M.  CoRENWiNDER jpublishes  a  paper  on  the  com- 
position of  the  banana  of  Brazil,  which,  when  peeled, 

is  found  to  contain  74  per  cent,  of  water,  5  of  vege- 
table albumen,  19g  per  cent,  of  sugar  and  pectose, 

and  traces  of  starch,  lime,  alkalies,  chlorine,  iron, 
phosphoric  acid,  cellulose,  and  fatty  matter.  A  field 
of  bananas  in  a  tropical  country  produces  much 
more  nutritive  matter  than  a  field  of  corn  or  potatoes 
of  equal  dimensions  in  a  temperate  climate. 

W.  N.  Cote. 

DOMESTIC. 

"Infantile  Remittent  Fever."' 
Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

What  really  is  this  misnamed  infantile  remittent 
fever  with  "its  white  furred  and  dotted  tongue, 
(strawberry  tongue,  as  some  writers  call  it)  ?  Noth- 

ing, I  am  convinced,  but  a  scarlatina  sine  erupiione^ 
the  undeveloped  poison  of  this  producing  the  dis- 

tress, gastric  or  otherwise,  for  which  infantile  re- 
mittent is  so  distinguished.  In  the  epidemic  of  in- 

fantile remittent  prevailing  here  this  summer  and 
spring,  the  characteristic  strawberry  tongue  of  scar- 

latina was  presented  in  every  case.  The  general 
symptoms  and  aspect  of  the  patients  were  the  same  ; 
the  only  perceptible  difference  lay  in  an  internal 
localizaton  of  pain  in  the  case  of  the  infantile  re- 

mittent. Sometimes  the  pain  was  referred  to  the 
head  ;  sometimes  to  the  stomach  or  sides,  viz.  right 
hypochondriac  region,  more  frequently.  In  these 
cases  of  infantile  remittent,  the  throat  was  flushed, 
erythematous  and  yellowish  mucous  was  visible 
gurgling  up  into  it ;  the  nasal  membrane  was  even 
plainly  io flamed. 

I  attended  three  children  in  one  family  affected 
with  infantile  remittent,  and  a  fourth  with  precisely 
the  same  general  symptoms  and  in  the  same  condi- 

tion ;  but  in  this  latter  case  a  rash  was  superadded. 
Surely  we  must  admit  convertibility  or  transmuta- 

tion here,  and  must  not,  cannot,  aflirm  coincidence 
of  distinct  disorders.  From  the  fact  that  adults 
take  this  infantile  remittent,  and  that  I  have  seen 
it  assume  in  them  a  typhoid  character,  requiring 
the  same  treatment  and  rebellious  to  the  same  reme- 

dies, I  am  persuaded  that  a  further  transmutation 
does  occur  than  would  be  at  the  present  hour  of  in- 

vestigation credited  ;  in  other  words  I  believe  that 
the  poison  of  typhoid  is  analogous,  if  not  identical 
with  that  of  infantile  remittent  and  scarlet  fever. 

That  diphtheria  is  evidently  a  disease  due  to  the 
same  poison  as  scarlatina  nobody  would  doubt  who 
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saw  the  complication  of  paralysis  (a  diphtheria 
Bymptom)  in  these  cases  of  infantile  remittent. 

The  old  theory  of  modification,  according  to  im- 
pression of  epidemic  constitution,  will  not  do  any 

longer.  The  true  solution  is  transmutation.  Coin- 
tjidence  is  not  tenable. 

Tours  truly, 
Henry  Oliver,  M.  D. 

GoRDOX,  Darke  Co.,  Dec.  2,  1863. 

Besection  of  the  central  portion  of  the  lower  Jaw. 
Editor  Medical  a.nd  Surgical  Reporter  : 

Some  time  last  month  Mr.  Allen  A.,  of  Woodhull, 
Steuben  Co..  N.  y.,  presented  himself  to  me  with 
a  cancer  of  the  lower  jaw,  of  two  years'  standing. 
I  proposed  an  operation  and  he  consented,  and  the 
2Sth  day  of  last  month  was  agreed  upon  as  the  time. 

Operation — Chloroform  administered,  my  patient 
upon  the  table,  an  assistant  behind  to  hold  his  head 
and  compress  tlie  two  facial  arteries,  myself  standing 
in  front,  seized  with  my  left  hand  one  of  the  angles 
of  the  lower  lip,  my  son  a  lad  of  16  years  the  other, 
held  it  from  the  bone,  the  lip  in  a  state  of  tension. 
With  a  vertical  incision  the  lip  was  divided  through 
the  median  line  at  once  to  the  bone  and  afterward 
through  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue 
down  to  the  os  hyoides.  Then  dissect^ed  back  the 
two  flaps,  and  with  a  small  Heges  saw  sawed  the 
bone  upon  both  sides,  and  removed  the  Avhole  central 
portion  together  with  the  cancer  weighing  about  two 
and  a  half  ounces. 

I  observed  Dr.  James  R.  Wood's  (of  New  York) 
precaution  by  passing  a  strong  ligature  through  the 
tip  of  the  tongue  at  the  commencement  of  the  opera- 

tion. I  closed  the  wound  and  applied  the  usual 
dressing.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  intention, 
and  my  patient  is  now  almost  entirely  well. 

R.  F.  Brown,  M.  D. 
Addison,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  T.,  Dec.  17,  1863. 

The  effects  of  Ipecacuanha  in  Dysentery. 
Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reroktek  ; 

I  will  preface  my  statement  by  remarking  that  we 
have  few,  if  any,  cases  of  asthenic  dysentery,  whether 
endemic  or  otherwise;  our  mountainous  regions 
healthy  invigorating  air,  andrugged  haljits, conduce 
in  the  absence  of  miasmatic  influences  to  produce 
this  result,  I  presume  in  every  case,  without  regard 
to  temperament,  age  or  sex.  I  invariably  rely  upon 
ipecacuanha,  in  doses  appropriate  to  the  age  only. 
There  is  such  a  sameness  in  the  result  in  my  hands 
that  I  am  surprised  at  the  discrepancies  in  the  state- 

ments of  others  of  the  profession  in  its  use.  The  most 
noticealile  advantages  are  :  1st.  The  preservation  of 
tone  in  the  system  ;  2d.  An  almost  invariable  cwiim//- 
gh'trl  of  the  disease  ;  ̂Tnd  3d.  Rapid  convalescence  ; 
and  as  a  sequence  the  easy  management  of  a  relapse. 
Ail  of  which  are  so  difflcult  on  the  old  plan,  i.  c, 
hyt\.  chlor.  mite,  tercbinthina,  etc.  My  plan  of  j^ro- 
cedure  is  as  follows  :  Imujcdiately  upon  lieing 
w«rncd,  or  made  aware  of  tlie  condition  of  niy 
paticut,  I  administer  a  pn  tty  full  dose  of  sulphate  of 

magnesia,  followed  as  soon  as  it  has  operated  by 
from  20  to  60  grains  of  ipecac,  using  every  exertion 
to  have  it  retained  as  long  as  possible  ;  it  is  expelled 
however  generally  in  from  three  to  seven  minutes 
after  its  administration.  From  this  time  on  I  have 
seldom  failed  to  find  a  convalescence  established, 
the  febrile  symptoms  abate,  the  tongue  moistens 
and  cleans,  the  stool  assumes  a  natural  fecal  appear- 

ance, etc.  etc.  To  trace  the  manner  of  its  beneficial 
action  we  must  keep  in  view  the  characteristics  of 
the  disease,  and  at  the  same  time  the  presumed- 
properties  of  this  agent.  In  dysentery  we  have  con- 

gestion of  the  bowels,  mucous  or  bloody  discharges, 
impaired  secretions,  tenesmus,  etc.  The  properties 
claimed  for  ipecac,  are  briefly  tonic,  emetic  and 
sudorific,  it  appears  to  me  that  its  virtues  rest  mostly 
upon  1st.  The  powerful  impression  the  heroic  use 
of  it  makes  upon  the  nervous  system  ;  2d.  Its  anti- 

peristaltic action ;  and  lastly,  Its  absorbent  and 
astringent  properties  which  are  not  inconsiderable. 
I  may  hereafter -give  a  few  cases  in  point  to  illus- 

trate my  modus  operandi. 
Z.  W.  Thomas,  M.  D. 

Mllesburg,  Centre  Co.,  Penna.,  Dec.  14,  1863. 

Army  and  Navy  News. 

Artificial  Eyes  for  Soldiers. 

Surgeon  Campbell,  Medical  Director  of  this  de- 
partment, has  issued  the  following  circular: 

Instructions  have  been  received  from  the  Surgeon 
General  to  furnish  artificial  eyes  to  soldiers  who  have 
lost  them  in  the  Public  Service. 

Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  application  in  form  similar  to  those  for 

artificial  limbs,  for  artificial  eyes,  for  any  soldiers  in 
their  respective  hospitals. 

Together  with  the  application  must  be  transmitted 
proof  that  the  applicant  was  an  enlisted  man  at  the 
time  of  losing  the  eye,  and  that  it  was  lost  in  the  line 
of  his  duty.  This  proof,  if  he  is  still  in  the  service, 
will  consist  of  certificates  from  the  Commanding 
Officer,  Surgeon  in  charge,  or  any  commissioned 
officer  personally  cognizant  of  the  facts  of  tlie  case. 

If  discharged  from  the  service,  his  discharge  papers 
must  ))e  sui)initted  for  examination,  with  his  own 
aflldavit  of  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  losing  the 
eye,  and  of  his  not  having  been  already  furnished 
Avith  an  artificial  one — together  with  the  certificate, 
(if  obtainable) — of  his  former  commanding  officer, or  Surgeon  in  change. 

Furloughs. 
General  Orders  No.  391.  War  Department,  Adju- 

taut-Gen(u-al's  Ofliee,  Washington,  Dec.  9,  1803. — 
Commanders  of  Dei>artments  are  authorized  to  grant 
furloughs  to  enlisted  men  in  the  general  hospitals 
within  the  limits  of  their  command,  upon  the  ap- 

proval of  the  Medical  Director  or  Chief  Medical 
Officer.  The  number  allowed  to  be  absent  at  one 
time  to  be  limited  to  five  (5)  per  cent.,  and  the  period 
not  to  exceed  thirty  (30)  days,  and  to  be  graduated 
according  to  the  distance  of  the  applicant  from  his 
home.  The  good  conduct  of  the  ajiplicant  to  be 
made  the  rule  of  the  medical  officers  in  recommend- 

ing the  furloughs. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  Townsend, 
Ass  t  Ajj'i-Oieueral. 
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477 Appointed. 
Dr.  Mills  O.  Carter,  of  Massachusetts,  has  been 

appointed  Ass't  Sursreon  I9tk  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
and  Dr.  C.  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Ass't  Sur- geon 8th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Assigned. 
Ass't  Surgeon  Charles  F,  Brisbane,  U,  S.  Y.,  has 

been  assigned  to  duty  -with  the  1st  TJ.  S.  Cavalry, Keserve  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Surgeon  J.  H.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Y.,  to  duty  in  charge 

of  -  general  hospital,  Summit  House,  Philadelphia, 
Peun'a. 
•  Surgeon  Howard  Culbertson,  U.  S.  V.,  has  as- sumed charge  of  the  Harvey  General  Hospital,  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  Assistant  Surgeon  Francis  L. 
Town,  IT.  S.  A.,  recently  in  charge,  has  been  ordered 
to  report  in  person  at  the  ofhce  of  the  Ass't  Surgeon- 
General,  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

Surgeon  J.  L.  Teed,  TJ.  S.  Y.,  has  been  relieved 
from  General  Hospital  No.  1,  and  assigned  to  Gene- 

ral Hospital  No.  4,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.  W.  Applegate,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been assigned  to  the  Field  Hospital,  ?*Iorris  Island. 
Ass't  Surgeon  Samuel  Hart,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  re- 

lieved from  duty  with  the  lOth  U.  S.  Infantry,  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  4th  Division  General  Hospi- 

tal, Murfreesboro',  Tenn. 
Surgeon  Henry  Buckmaster,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  been 

assigned  to  duty  as  member  of  the  Board  for  the  ex- 
amination of  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  for 

regiments  of  Colored  Troops. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  as  Health  Officer,  Sur- 

geon Henry  J.  Churchman,  U.  S.  V.,  has  been  as- 
signed to  duty  as  Post-Surgeon  at  7icksburg,  Missis- 

sippi. 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.  Q.  Adams,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  been  re- 

lieved from  duty  at  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  and 
assigned  to  Fort  Cummings,  Arizona. 

Act.  Ass't  Surgeon  A.  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  has been  assigned  to  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico. 
On  Duty. 

Surgeon  Charles  McCormick,  U.  S.  A.,  has  arrived 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
Medical  Director,  Department  of  Yirginia  and  North 
Carolina.  ^ Surgeon  Jabez  Perkins,  U.  S.  Y.,  is  in  charge  of 
General  Field  Hospital,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Resigned. 
The  resignations  of  the  following  named  officers 

have  been  accepted  by  the  President,  to  take  etfect 
from  the  dates  set  opposite  their  respective  names  : 

Surgeon  S.  F.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Y. 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.  K.  Bauduy,  U.  S.  Y. 
Surgeon  A.  P.  Meylert,  U.  S.  Y.,  lately  on  duty  as 

Medical  Purveyor  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  tendered 
his  resignation,  and  is  on  leave  of  absence  at  Scran- 
ton,  Penn'a. Changes. 

Surgeon  F.  N.  Burke,  U.  S.  Y.,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Jefferson  Hospital  to  Gayoso  Hospital, 

Memphis,  Tenif. 
So  much  of  Special  Orders  No.  518,  November  21, 

1863,  from  the  War  Department,  as  assigned  Ass't 
Surgeon  Charles  H.  Hood,  U.  S.  V.,  to  duty  in  the 
Department  of  the  South,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  he 
will  report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Com- 

manding General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
for  assignment  to  duty. 

Surgeon  B.  B.  Breed,  U.  S.  Y.,  is  autho/-ized  to 
delay  complying  with  Special  Orders  No.  544,  Dec. 
8,  1863,  from  the  War  Department,  assigning  liim  to 
duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri^until  he  has 
settled  his  accounts  as  Medical  Purveyor,  Depart- 

ment of  North  Carolina.  Permission  to  visit  Wash- 
ington for  that  purpose  is  granted  him. 

Surgeon  Henry-A.  Martin,  U.  S.  Y.,  is  relieved 
from  duty  at  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  and  will  proceed, 

without  delay,  to  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  and  report,  in 
I  person,  for  duty  to  Major-General  Butler,  U.  S.  Y., 
I  commanding  Department  of  Yirginia  and  North 
I  Carolina. 

j     Surgeon  Gustavus  Stegman,  6th  U.  S.  Colored  • I  Troops,  is  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of 
j  the  Cumberland,  and  will  report  to  the  Surgeon-Gen- 

eral of  the  Army,  in  this  city,  for  orders. 
Relieved. 

Surgeon  S.  G.  J.  De  Camp,  U.  S.  A.,  has  been  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  Watervliet  Arsenal,  N.  T. 

Leave  .of  Absence. 
Surgeon  D.  W.  Hartshorn,  U.  S.  Y.,  recently  in 

charge  of  the  Gayoso  Hospital  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
I  is  on  leave  of  absence  at  Urbana,  Ohio, 
i  Surgeon  J.  E.  Herbst,  U.  S.  Y.,  Surgeon-in-Chief 
!  2d  Division,  12th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
j  has  withdrawn  his  resignation,  and  is  on  leave  of 
I  absence  at  Hagerstown,  Md. 
I  The  following  medical  officers  have  had  the  per- 
;  mission  to  delay  twenty  days  in  rejoining  their  regi- I  ments  extended  ten  days. 

Ass't  Surgeon  H.  A."^Goodale,  21st  Mich.  Yols. I     Ass't  Surgeon  F.  Corfe,  Ist  Wis.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  H.  T.  Woodruffe,  100th  111.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  A.  J.  Lary,  2d  East  Tenn.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  J.  T.  Walton,  103d  Penn'a  Yols. 
Surgeon  J.  M.  Cook,  24th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgeon  James  R.  Brelsford.  74th  Ohio  Yols. 
Ass't  Surireon  0.  Nellis,  2d  Va.  Cav'ly. 
Surgeon  Henrv  J.  Herrick,  17th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgeon  Wra.  B.  McGavran,  26th  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgeon  Henry  J.  Herrick,  17th  Ohio  Vols.  [Second extension.] 

Ass't  Surgeon  J.  J.  Sheldon,  45th  Ohio  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  H.  Griswold,  11th  Michigan  Vols. 
Surgeon  Wm.  Forrester,  5th  Kentucky  Vols. 
Surgeon  W.  F.  ̂ .IcCurdy,  S7th  Peun'a  Vols. 
Surgeon  \Y.  M.  Houston,  122d  Ohio  Vols. 
Surgeon  J,  Vv^.  Whitnev,  13th  Mass.  Vols. 
Ass't  Surgeon  E.  M.  Howland,  24th  Ohio  Vols. 
The  following  medical  officers,  recently  released  as 

I  prisoners  of  war  from  Richmond,  will  join  their 
j  regiments.   Permission  to  delay  reporting  for  twenty 
'  days  is  o-ranted  theni : 
i     Ass't  Surgeon  D.  S.  Clark,  25th  HI.  Vols. 

Ass't  Surgeon  P.  R.  Thombs,  S9th  111.  Vols. 
The  leave  of  absence  granted  E.  W.  H.  Beck,  3d 

I  Indiana  Cavalry,  in  Special  Orders  No.  223,  Decem- 
ber 15th,  1863,"  from  Headquarters,  Cavalry  Corps, i  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  hereby  extended  fifteen 

[  days. 

An  extension  of  ten  days  has  been  added  to  the 
leave  heretofore  granted  to  Ass't  Surgeon  A.  M. 
Parker,  1st  Maine  Cavalry,  and  Surgeon  L.  Holbrook, 
18th  Connecticut  Vols, ■^Discharged. 

Hospital  Steward  J.  B.  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  has 
been  discharged  for  incompetency. 

Hospital  Steward  Ferdinand  Weiler,  72:1  New  York 
Yols.  ;  Sergeants  Wm.  B.  Touns:,  ist  Wisconsin  Cav- 

j  airy;  and  James  Minu-ay,  115th  New  York  Vols.; !  Privates  John  A.  Rodrigo,  5th  Ne^\  Jersey  ;  Henry 
;  E.  Daniels,  124th  Illinois  ;  Edward  S.  Fletcher,  13th 
;  Massachusetts  ;  Thos.  C.  Wood,  79th  New  York; 
j  Grove  M.  Willis,  1st  Illinois  Artillery;  John  W. 
I  Smith,  121st  Ohio  ;  Robert  J.  Strong,  1st  Minnesota  ; 
j  James  M.  ]\[cMasters,  27th  Illinois  ;  Lucius  Dille, 
I  1.5th  Indiana  Battery,  Light  Artillery;  and  William 

j  Gardiner,  a  substitute  for  a  drafted' man,  and  now- Acting  Hospital  Steward  at  the  Barracks  for  drafted 
I  men,  at  Philadelphia,  Penn'a,  have  been  discharged witli  a  view  to  their  enlistment  as  Hospital  Stewards 
in  the  army. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  board  of  officers, 

convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  285,  of  June  27, 
1S63,  from  the  War  Department,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Alexander  B.  Tablock,  4th  Tenn.  Vols.,  is  honorably 
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[Vol.  X. discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  ac- 
count of  physical  disability. 

So  much  of  Special  Orders  No.  502,  November  11, 
1S63.  as  honorably  discharged  Ass't  Surgeon  Joseph B.  Galer,  31st  Wisconsin  Vols.,  has  been  so  amended 
as  to  read  as  follows  :  Ass-t  Surgeon  Jos.  B.  Galer, 
31st  Wisconsin  Vols.,  having  tendered  his  resiirna- 
tion.  is  hereby  honorably  discharged  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  physical  disability, 
■with  condition  that  he  shall  receive  no  final  pay- 

ments until  he  has  satisfied  the  Pay  Department  that 
he  is  not  indebted  to  the  Government. 

Dismissed. 
The  following  named  officer  [published  officially 

November  23.  1863] ,  having  failed  to  appear  before 
the  Military  Commission,  instituted  by  Special  Orders 
No.  53.  current  series,  from  the  War  Department, 
■within  the  prescribed  time,  is,  by  direction  of  the 
President,  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
to  date  November  23, 1863,  for  the  cause  set  opposite 
his  name  : 

Surgeon  Pascal  A.  Quinan,  150th  Penn'a  Vols.,  for 
absence  ■without  proper  authority. 

Board  Dissolved. 
The  Board  convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  318, 

July  18,  1863.  from  the  War  Department,  for  the 
examination  of  men  at  Convalescent  Camp,  Va.,  for 
admission  into  the  Invalid  Corps,  has  been  dissolved. 

Hospital  Closed 
General  Hospital  No.  1,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  has 

been  closed.    Surgeon  L.  C.  Rice,  recently  in  charge, 

is  a-waiting  orders". 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Pension  Examining  Surgeons. 
New  York  :— Drs.  Sam'l  Wait,  Gouverneur  ;  Henry 

C.  Austin,  Canton. 
Wisconsin  :  — Dr.  W.  W.  Reed,  Jefferson. 
Minnesota  :— Dr.  W.  McMahon,  Maukato. 

The  New  Metal  Indium. 
By  means  of  a  spectrum  analysis,  a  ne-w  metal  has 

been  discovered,  called  i7idium,  vrhich  is  distin- 
guished by  a  very  brilliant  blue  ray. 

ANSWERS  TO  COHRESPONDElNrTS. 
Correspondents  will  jAense  notice  our  reiterated  re- 

quest to  give  their  full  address  in  their  communications  to 
us.  Our  corresj^ondence  is  very  ejctensive,  and  it  is  neces- 

sary for  us  alu;tiys  to  hnoio  the  Town,  County  and  State from  whence  their  letters  are  serit. 
Dr.  R.  S.  McC.  Pa — Yonr  two  Hand  Books,  were  mailed 

to  you  on  the  'IM  \n>i. b  .  R.  S.,  Pn. — Your  Hand  Book  will  be  sent  to  you  after 
Chrietraas,  as  the  Binders  are  very  much  hurried  with  holi- 

day work. 
Dr.  J.  B.  W.,  Pa.— We  can  send  you  a  Pocket  Case  of  In- 

Btruineut-*  by  mail.  The  price  for  a  case  of  fir.st  quality  instru- 
ments of  Gpm^i^'  or  Kolbe's  make,  is  ̂ 12,  15,  IS  to  20  and  $::5 according  to  size. 

METEOROLOGY. 

MARRIED. 

Fritz — T'.r.x. — In  this  city,  on  Thiirsdny  evening,  17th  inst., 
by  ll'-v.  Joieph  A.  S.  i.iK  D.  D.,  Horacp  Fritz  to  Annie  E., 
dau;jhter  of  Dr.  Georj,'e  Ji<-x. 

Mkchm.vo - Jkxks. — In  Brookville,  Pa.,  on  November  26th, 
at  the  hoUKf  of  0.  W.  Andr^-wH,  Es.i.,  by  Hev.  S.  H.  HoUiday, 
I»r.  John  Mpchlihj,',  to  AHbh  Mary  E.  daughter  of  D.  B.  Jeuks, 

DIED. 
Macbbth.— At  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  .Tune  12th,  18n,3, 

Ellon,  wife  of  Edward  .Macbeth,  and  daughter  of  the  lato  Ur. 
Togno,  of  thin  rity. 

TfKTfRii. — In  Brooklyn,  Dec  Sfb,  Clara  Sophia,  yonnge!»t 
daughter  of  JoH«ph  M.,  and  Hophia  B.  Turner,  aged  4  years and  6  muulhit. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  are  not  authors,  we  will 

state  that  ma.vuscript  inticndrd  for  pl'bi,icat;on  mit.^t wniTTE.v  o.v  BLT  ONE  SIDE  of  tl)0  sheet.  If  greater  carc  was 
taken  in  the  preparation  of  copy,  much  tiouble  would  be 
Haved  to  printei's,  and  mistakes  would  rarely  or  never  be made. 

BACK  NUMBERS. 
Rub«cribers  desiring  old  back  numbers  excepting  Nor.  304, 

30."),  ."{OS,  and  310,  wliich  are  still  due,  and  will  be  senr) will  please  rornfmber  and  s^nd  mom-y  (o  pay  for  them,  and 
for  pontage,  as  many  of  the  nurnl)ers  arfl  growinv'  scarce,  and 
we  have  to  pre-pay  the  poatago,  two  cents  a  number. 
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ANATOMY. 

Gray— Aoatomy,  Surgical  and  Descriptive.  111.,  cloth.  $6  25,  Sheep,  $7  00 
(jluge — Pathological  Histology.  By  Leidy.  4to,  plates,  colored. ...  6  00 
Hassal — Microscopic  Auatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  colored  plates   8  00 
Loidy — Human  Anatomy.    Illustrated,  8vo.,  sheep   4  50 
Maclise — Surgical  Anatomy.  Imperial  4to,  68  lai'ge  col.  pla.,  cloth, .$11  00  ;  sheep   12  00 
Peaslee — Human  Histology.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Qnain— Anatomical  Plates.    By  Wilson  and  Pancoast.    4to  Plain 

plates,  $15  00  ;  colored   30  00 
Sharpey  and  Quain— Anatomy.    By  Leidy.    2  vols.,  8vo.,  cloth.,  6  00 
Smith  and  Horner — Anatomical  Atlas.    8vo.,  cloth   3  50 
"Solly— Auatomy  and  Dis^ease  of  the  Brain.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 Todd  and  Bowman— Physiological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 
Wilson— Human  Anatom y.    By  Gobrecht.    Svo.,  sheep   3  75 

ANESTHETICS. 

Channing  on  Etherization  in  Child-birth.    Svo  .".   2  00 Fiag-g  oa  Etherization  and  Chloroform   1  00 
CHEMISTRY. 

Abel  and  Bloxham — Hand-Book  of  Chemistry.    8vo.,  cloth   3  25 
BoAvman — Practical  Chemistry.    12mo.,  cloth   125 

"        Medical         "                   "    1  75 
Brande  and  Taylor—     "           Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Fownes —                     "          12mo.,  cloth   1  65 
MoJ-fit— Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manipulations.    600  Illus., Svo.,  sheep   4  00 

THE  CHEST,  HEART,  LUNGS,  THROAT,  ETC. 
Bennett,  (J.  H.) — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.   Svo.,  cloth   $1  25 
Bowditch — Young  Stethoscopist.    12mo   1  25 
Flint  on  Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 

"    on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 Greenhow  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth   1  25 
Gross  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.    Cuts,  Svo.,  cloth...  2  75 
Hughes — Manual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 Lawson — Phthisis  Pulmonalis.    Svo   3  50 
Skoia — Aust;ultation  and  Percussion.    12mo.,  cloth   1  25 
Slade  on  Diphtheria.    Svo.,  cloth  -.   75 Stoke.s  on  the  Heart  and  Aorta.    Svo.,  sheep   3  00 
Swett  on  Diseases  of  the-  Chest   3  00 
Thompson — Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption.  Svo., cloth   1  25 
Walshe  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.    Svo.,  cloth   2  2.5 

"      on  the  Heart.    Svo.,  cloth   2  25 
CHILDREN,  DISEASES  OF. 

Gondie  on  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  25 Evanson  and  Maunsel  on  Children   1  25 
How  to  Nur.se  Sick  Children   38 
Jacobi — Dentition  and  its  Derangements.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 
Meigs  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.    Svo.,  sheep   3  50 
T.iuner — Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.    12mo   150 
West— Lectures  on  Infancy  and  Children.    Svo.,  cloth   2  75 

CLIMATOLOGY. 
Blodget— Climatology  of  the  United  States.    Svo   $5  CO 
J:)hnsoa  and  Martin  on  Tropical  Climates   3  00 

DENTISTRY. 
Bond — Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  Dental  Surgery.  Svo., 
.sheep   $3  00 

Harris — Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery.    Svo   5  00 
Richardson — Mechanical  Dentistry.    Illustrated,  Svo   3  50 
Taft— Operative  Dentistry.    Illustrated   3  00 
Tomes — Dental  Stu-gery.   208  illustrations,  Svo   3  50 

DICTIONARIES. 

Hoblyn — Dictionary  of  Medicine.    12mo.,  sheep   $1  50 
Duuglifion — Medical  Lexicon*    Svo.,  sheep   4  00 

DISLOCATIONS,  FRACTURES,  ETC. 
Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  75 
Malgaigne-^Treatise  on  Fractures.    Svo   4  00 Smith  ou  Fractures   4  50 

DISSECTORS. 

Agnew — PracticaT  Anatomy  *   1  00  ̂ Allen — Practical  Anatomist.    l?mo.,  cloth   2  2.5 Dublin  Dis.sector   1  50 ; 
*Leidy  and  Hunt — Dissector.    12mo   1  50 

*  I 

EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dixon  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    12mo.,  cloth   $1  50 
Jones — Ophthalmic' Medicine  and  surgery.    New  Ed.,  8vo.,  cloth,  3  00 Lawrence  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.    Svo.,  sheep   6  00, 
Mackenzie  on  the  Eye.    Svo.,  cloth   5  25. 
Toynbee — Aural  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  '   3  00 Walton— Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  Littell.    Svo.,  sheep   3  00 
Williams  on  the  Eye   1  50 

FEMALES,  DISEASES  OF. 
Ash  well  on  the  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   $3  no 
Bedford — Diseases  of  Women  and  Children   3  i5 
Bennett — Inflammation  of  the  Uterus.    Svo.,  cloth   2  00 

"      Uterine  Pathology  1   50- 
Brown — Surgical  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  cloth   160 
Columbat— Diseases  of  Females.    By  Meigs.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)— On  the  Breast.    Svo.,  cloth   2  .^.0 Dewees— Diseases  of  Females.    Svo   3  00 
Hodge— The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3  2n 
Meigs — Childbed  Fever.    Svo.,  cloth   2  50 

"      Diseases  of  Women,  in  Letters  to  his  Class.    Svo.,  cloth...  3  60 
"      The  Uterus.    Colored  plates.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 

Eigby — Female  Diseases.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 
Simpson— The  Diseases  of  Women.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Smith— Leucorrhoea.    Svo.,  cloth   150^ 
Tilt— Menstruation.   12mo   1  00 
Whitehead — Abortion  and  Sterility.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 
West— The  Diseases  of  Females.    Svo.,  clotli   2  50 

"      Ulceration  of  the  Od  Uteri.    Svo.,  cloth   100 
FEVERS. 

Bartlett— The  Fevers  of  the  United  Slates.    8vo.,  clotn   $3  00 
Crake— The  Fevers  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.    2  vols.,  Svo   11  00 
Fordyce— History  and  Treatment  of  Fevers   2  00 
Gregory — Eruptive  Fevers.    Svo  ,   3  00 
La  Roche— Pneumonia,  ic.    Svo.,  cloth  '.   3  00 "         Yellow  Fever!   2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   7  00 
Morris— Scarlet  Fevers.    Svo.,  cloth  ;   1  25 

FORMULARIES,  ETC. 
Beasley — Book  of  Prescriptions.    12mo.,  sheep   150 

'*         Formularv.    12mo..  sheep   1  .''•0 Ellis— Medical  Formulary.    By  Thomas.    Svo.,  cloth   — Griffith— Universal  Formulary.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 
Pereira— Phvsicians'  Pocket  Prescription  Book,  Terms,  Phrases, 

&c.  Clo'th  Reese — American  Medical  Formulary.    Cloth   1  00 
HYGIENE. 

Alcott— Laws  of  Health   $1  25 
"        Lectures  on  Life  and  Health   1  00 

Beale — The  Laws  of  Health.    12mo.,  cloth   SO 
Hammond— Military  Hygiene.    Svo   5  00, 

"         Physiological  Essays.   Svo   2  00 
Pereira — Food  and  Diet   1  2,'^ Tilt— Elements  of  Female  Hygiene.   12mo   1  25 

MANUALS  FOR  STUDENTS. 
Mendenhall— Manual  of  Examinations.   12djo.,  sheep   $2  00 
Neill  and  Smith— Comppudium  of  Medicine    12mo.,  sheep   3  25 
Skoda— Slanual  of  Auscultation.    12mo.,  cloth   125 
Tanner — Manual  of  Practice.    16mo.,  cloth   1  25 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Beck— Infant  Therapeutics  ,   $0  7.5 
Carson— Synopsis  of  Materia  Medica.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
I)un<,'lison— New  Remedies.    AVith  Forranlse.    Svo.,  cloth   3  75 
Hoadland— The  Action  of  Medicine  in  the  System.    Cloth   2  00 
Mitchell,  (T  D.)— Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    Svo   3  75' Pereira- Materia  Medic^-i  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols   9  00 
Stille— Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep   8  01 Wood— Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    2  vols.,  8ro.,  sheep....  7  50 
Wood  and  Bache— Dispensatory  of  the  United  States   6  50 

*  In  press.  (List  to  be  continued.) 
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De  Boisniout — Hallucinatious.  including  Apparitions,  Visions,  &c. Sro.,  cloth   2  00 
Elwell— Malpractice  »  '..    5  00 Kay — Jurisprudence  of  Insanity.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Tnylor— Medical  Jurisprudence.    Svo.,  cloth   3  25 Ou  Poisons.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Wharton  and  Stille — Medical  Jurisprudence   7  50 

*    THE  MICROSCOPE. 
Brockleshy— Wonders  of  the  Microscope   $1  25 
Carpenter— The  Microscope  and  its  Revelations.    Svo.,  cloth   4  50 
Hocg  on  the  Slicroscope.  Svo    
King — Microscopist's  Companion.    Svo.,  cloth   1  50 
Quekett — Lectnre.s  on  Histology.    Il'  —trated,  2  vols   5  75 
Wythe — Microscopist's  ilauual.    f* v    1  25 

MONOGRA   ;;S,  ETC. 
Ashton — The  Rectum  and  Anns.  Svo  
Barwell  ou  the  Joints.    Svo.,  cloth  
Bernard  and  Robin— The  Blood.  12mo  
Bndd— The  Liv«r.    Svo.,  cloth  
Copland — Palsy  and  Apoplexy.    12mo.,  cloth  
Kpitome  of  Braithwaite's  Ketrospect   7  00 Garrat— Medical  Use  of  Electricity   3  50 
Gross — American  Medical  Biography.    Svo.,  cloth   3  50 
Holland — Medical  Notes  and  ilefiectlons.    Svo.,  cloth   3  00 
Holmes — Currents  and  Counter-currents  in  Medical  Science   1  25 
Qaain — The  Rectum.    Plates   2  2.5 
Reaouard — History  of  Medicine.    Bv  Comegvs.    Svo   3  50 
Kush— The  Human  Voice.    Svo.,  cloth  '   2  50 Stanley — Diseases  of  the  Bones.    Svo   150 
Todd— Acute  Diseases.    Svo.,  cloth   1  75 
What  to  observe  at  the  Bedside  and  after  Death.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

OBSTETRICS,  ETC. 
B"'l ford— Principle  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  cloth  
C^.eaux — .Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- tion.   Ulustrated.    Svo.,  sheep  
Dewees — System  of  Midwifery.    Svo.,  cloth  
>:-ig3 — Science  and  Art  of  Obstetrics.    Svo.,  sheep  
M.jnt^'omery  on  Pregnancy.    Svo.,  cloth  
N.-«egerath  and  Jacobi-»-Contributions  to  Midwifery.  Svo  
Kam-ibotham — Obstetric  Medicine.    Svo.,  sheep  
liixhy — ilidwifery.    Svo  ,  cloth  
Siiupson — Obstetric  Memoirs  and  Contributions.  2  vols.,  sheep, $7.50.    Svo.,  cloth  
Tyler  Smith — Lectures  on  Obstetrics  

$2  00 
3  00 75 
3  00 

SO 

$4  50 4  50 
3  20 4  00 
3  75 3  00 
6  00 2  50 
6  00 
4  00 

PATHOLOGY. 
Chomel — General  Pathology  
Gross — Pathological  Anatomy.    Svo.,  cloth  
Henl« — General  Pathology.    Svo  , 
Jonen  and  Sieveking— Pathological  Anatomy.    8vo.,  cloth  
Pa^et— Lectures  ou  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  8vo.,  sheep. 
Rwkilanflky — Pathological  Anatomy.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth  
Virihow— Cellular  Pathology.    Svo.,  cloth  
V'.-g'^l— Pathological  Anatomy  

PHARMACY. 
D'eneley— Drngglwls'  Receipt  Book.    12mo.,  sheep  M  (iir  and  K^dvrnod — Practical  Pharmacy.    Svo.,  cloth  
♦Parrlnh — Practical  Pharmacy.    8vo.,  cloth  
PLarmacopceia  of  the  U.  8.    12mo.,  cloth  

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Andral— Medical  Clinic.    3  voIh  
Barclay— Medical  DiagnosiM.    8vo.,  cloth  B'!Dn«li — Lecture"*  on  Clinical  Mndlcine  
Cvp^land— Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.    3  vols.,  cloth  
"  "  sheep  

Cyclopedia  of  i  ractlcal  Modicine.    By  Forbes,  Tweedie  and  Dun- 
cli'on.    4  ToN.f  8vo.,  Hheep  .'  

*l>\  (''>'Va.'n  .M'-diral  Diagno-^iH   H»rt.},  irri»« — M'-morantia  .M<-dica.  12mo  
M^iX   of  ,M«;dicino,  8vo  
Ta;  :iial  of  PractiPfl.    16mo.,  cloth  
\<j.  Kcopiral  Dia/DOHlH.    8vo.,  cloth  , 
Wat>       i  i      '    c,f  phynic.    nvo  ,  Hhecp  
M  lliiam*— I'hiiripl*>i«  of  .Medicluf.    8to.,  cloth  
Ww«<t— I'racUe*  uf  Medicine.    '2  voIn.,  8to  *  In  preu. 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

Carpenter — Comparative  Physiology.    Svo.,  cloth   $5  25 Elements  of  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   3  00, 
"          Principles  of  Human  Physiology.    Svo.,  sheep   4  75 

Daltou — Human  Physiology.    Svo  >   4  50 
Draper —      "             "    6  '25 Duuglisou— "             "        2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   7  00 
Kivke—Haud-Book  of  Physiology.    ]2mo.,  cloth   2  00 
Lehman— Chcmiwil  Physiology.    1  vol.,  12mo.,  cloth   2  25 

"        Physiological  Chemistry.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  cloth   6  00 Paine — Institutes  of  Medicine   5  00 

SKIN,  DISEASES  OF  THE. 
Cazenave  and  Schedell  on  the  Skin   $2  00 
ZS^elligau  ou  Diseases  of  the  Skiu.    12mo.,  cloth   1  i)0 

"       Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.    Colored  Plates,  4  vols.,  clo.    4  50.' "  "  "  Plates  aud  Text  together..    5  00 
Raver— Di<?eases  of  the  Skin.    By  Bell.    4to  40  plates   10  00 
Wilson— Diseases  of  the  Skin.    Text,  Svo.,  cloth   3  25 Skin  Diseases. 

4  50 7  50 
Treatise  on  the  Skin  and  Hair.    12mo.,  cloth   1  00 

Plates,  colored,  cloth  
Plates  and  text,  1  vol.,  cloth. 

STOMACH,  INDIGESTION,  ETC. 
Bndd  on  Diseases  of  the  Stomach.  Svo  
Chambers  ou  Digestion  and  its  Derangements.  Svo  
Habersham  on  the  Alimentary  Canal.    Svo,,  cloth  

SURGERY. 
Bernard  and  Huett — Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Colored  plates,  one-half  morocco  : 
Cooper — Surgery.    Svo.,  ctoth  Druitt — Modern  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep  
Erichsen — Science  aud  Art  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  sheep  
Gross — Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.    2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep... 
Hunter's  Coinplete  Works.    4  vols  ,  Svo.,  sheep  
M;ili:aigne — Operative  Surgery.    By  Brittan.    Svo.,  cloth  JMiller-^Principles  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  

"       Practice      "  Svo.,  cloth  '.  Mot(— Surgical  Clinic.    12mo.,  cloth  -  Nelaton— Clinical  Lectures  on  Surgery.  By  Atlee.  Svo  ,  sheep... 
Paget— Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology.    Illustrated,  Svo.,  sheep. 
Pirrie — System  of  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  
Sargent—Minor  Surgery.    12mo.,  cloth    
Skey— Operative  Surgery.    Svo.,  cloth  
Smith— Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  2  vols.,  Svo.,  sheep.. 
Velpeau— Surgery,  by  Mott.    4  vols  

SURGERY,  MILITARY. 
Bartholow— Manual  for  Medical  Examination  of  Recruits,  Ac. 

12mo.,  cloth  
Gro.ss— J^auual  of  Military  Surgery.    ISmo.,  cloth  
Guthrie — Surgery  of  War.  I'imo  Longmore  on  GuushotAVounds.  12mo  
Macleod— Surgery  of  the  Crimean  War.  12rao  
Ordronaux— Manual  for  .Military  Surgeons.  12roo  
Smith  — Hand-Book  of  Surgical  Operation*.   
Stromey(»r  and  Esmarch  on  Gunshot  Injuries.  12mo  
Tripler— Hand-Book  for  the  .Military  Surgeon  
Woodward— Hospital  Steward's  Manual.    12mo.,  cloth  .' 

URINARY  ORGANS,  ETC 
Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits.    New  Edition,  8vo.,  cloth  
Gross  on  the  Uiinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth  
Lallemand  on  Spermatorrhma.    By  Wilson.    Svo.,  cloth  
Manual.s  of  the  Urine,  Blood,  &c.    12mo.,  oloth  
Morlaud  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    Svo.,  cloth  

"      on  Ursemia.    Svo.,  cloth  
Todd  on  the  Urinary  Organs.    8vo.,  cloth  

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
Aclon  on  the  Urinary  and  Generative  Organs.    8vo.,  sheep  Bumsload  on  Venereal.    8vo.,  cloth  
Cooper,  (Sir  A.  P.)  on  the  Testis,  &c.    Syo.,  cloth  Curliog  on  Diseases  of  the  Testis.    Svo.,  cloth  
Hunter  on  Venereal  with  Notes  by  Ricord.    Svo.,  cloth  
Parker— Modern  Treatment  of  Syphilis.    Svo.,  cloth  
KicDrd— Illustrations  of  Syphilitic  Diseases.    4to  Colored  Plates... "       Letters  ou  Syphilis.    8vo.,  cloth  «'       Veuoreal  Di.-^eaHes.  Svo  
Vldal  on  Veuoreal.    Colored  Plates  
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